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PRELIMINARY    DISSERTATION, 


Were  we  to  fonn  an  estimate  of  Ifr  Wodrow's  History,  by  the  rules  which 
riietorioiaiia  have  hdd  down  for  historical  composition,  we  should  be  apt  to  draw  most 
vadKnmrMe  conclusions.  If  that  alone  is  entitled  to  the  name  of  History  which  bears 
its  reader  along  with  the  flow  of  a  regular  and  well-compacted  narrative ;  which  de- 
scends not  to  the  minutin  of  private  and  domestic  life ;  and  which  gyres  us  the  sub- 
staiioe  and  the  results  of  information  acquired,  rather  than  the  information  itself; 
then,  most  assuredly,  will  the  work  of  our  venerable  author  be  found  to  occupy  no 
very  lofty  niche  in  the  gallery  of  historical  portraiture.  But  it  is  the  part  of  candour 
to  judge  of  a  work,  not  by  a  standard  of  our  own,  however  just  and  equitable  it  may 
be,  but  by  a  fiur  and  impartial  estimate  of  the  object  which  the  author  had  in  his  eye 
at  the  time,  and  of  the  fidelity  with  which  that  object  has  been  realized.  Had  the 
"  History  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Church  of  Scotland*'  been  composed  according  to 
the  mles  laid  down  by  the  critics,  and  so  admirably  exemplified  by  many  ancient  and 
many  modem  names,  we  might  unquestionably  have  had  a  better  written  narrative; 
bnt  the  chorch  and  the  world  would  have  lost  much  by  the  exchange.  As  the  case 
actually  stands,  we  have  presented  to  us  a  most  valuable  depository  of  minute  and 
weU-anthentieated  ikcts,  bearing  with  more  or  less  aptitude  on  the  general  character  of 
the  period.  We  have  a  most  exact  and  vivid  picture  of  the  manners  of  the  age; 
and  sketehes  of  the  leading  individuals  drawn  to  the  life,  in  their  actions  and  habits. 
We  are  admitted  behind  the  scenes,  and  favoured  with  a  view  of  the  ever  shifting 
agency  by  which  the  machine  of  public  affiiirs  is  kept  in  play.  We  see  passing  in 
array  before  us,  not  only  the  great  actors  on  the  stage,  but  their  less  prominent, 
though  not  less  important  minions;  while  the  great  public  men  themselves  are  stripped 
of  their  assumed  disguise,  and  exhibited  exactly  as  they  are.  The  stately  march 
of  national  events  is  so  associated  with  the  incidents  of  private  and  familiar  life,  as 
to  produce  a  result  not  altogether  in  harmony  with  the  established  rules  of  historical 
composition,  and  yet  singularly  advantageous  to  the  real  student  of  human  character. 
It  is  not  the  p<^tical,  nor  the  literary,  nor  the  constitutional,  nor  even  the  merely 
ecclesiastical  history  of  the  period  that  is  given ;  but  while  there  is  a  mixture  more  or 
less  of  them  all,  there  is  what  the  author  had  professedly  in  his  eye  throughout,  the 
internal  **  hbtory  of  the  sufferings  of  the  church,"  both  in  its  associated  capacity, 
and  in  the  experience  of  individuals.  The  rigid  historian  might  have  confined  him 
self  almost  exclusively  to  the  Jirst  of  these,  and  on  this  principle  an  interesting  narra* 
tive  might  have  been  formed.  But  it  is  by  the  union  of  both  objects  that  our  historian 
has  realized  his  own  judiciously  selected  plan,  and  now  stands  forth  to  our  merited  regard 
as  the  only  minute,  and  comprehensive,  and  fiuthful  annalist  of  the  period.  Such 
another  historian  of  the  eventful  era,  firom  1638  to  1660,  is  still  a  desideratum  in  our 
national  literature;  and  I  verily  believe,  that  with  all  their  prejudices,  the  Sootte 
and  the  Sharpes,  and  the  Russels,  and  llie  Pearsons,  of  anti-covenandng  celebrity, 
would  be  quite  overjoyed  to  meet  with  such  another. 

That  the  editor  of  Kirkton*s  History,  and  the  editor  of  archbishop  Lei^\iton.*«  ^Qiik%> 
opposite  as  they  are  in  all  matters  of  a  re%iou8  and  ecclesiasticaii  \>earui^>  i^voiv^^ 
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mute  in  tenning  Wodrow  a  "dismgennous*'  historian,  may  at  first  yiew  surprise  ns. 
Bat  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  these  two  authors  coincide  in  aU  those  politioo-ecde- 
fiftfriisal  sentiments,  which  necessarily  induce  a  cordial  dislike  of  such  a  work  as  that 
in  question.  A  thousand  times  more  astonishing  would  it  hare  been,  to  find  pnme 
lavished  on  such  a  work  by  the  high-toned  adherents  of  the  hierarchy;  or  by  the 
patrons  of  arbitrary  power,  passiTe  obedience,  and  the  jus  <Uvtmtm  of  kings.  Wodrow's 
history  is  the  work  of  a  man  who  breathed  the  air  of  fireedom,  and  who  wished  that  aU 
men  should  breathe  it  along  with  him.  He  wrote  professedly  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  interests  of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  and  the  tendency  of  every  page 
of  his  work  is,  to  endear  to  our  hearts  the  blessings  secured  to  us  by  the  revolution  set* 
tlement  and  the  Hanoverian  succession.  He  wrote  under  the  influence  of  a  well- 
grounded  attachment  to  the  presbyterian  form  of  church  government,  not  only  as  the 
most  scriptural,  but  also  as  the  most  advantageous  to  aU  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 
That  such  principles  and  attachments  should  show  themselves  in  his  work;  nay,  that 
they  should  pervade  it  in  every  part,  and  give  to  it,  as  a  whole,  a  peculiar  tone  and 
texture,  is  not  at  aU  surprising.  And  the  only  thing  to  surprise  us  would  be,  to  find 
that  a  book  so  constructed  and  so  characterized,  should  pass,  without  censure,  the  ordeal 
of  men,  who  can  have  no  cordial  sjrmpathy  with  such  principles  and  such  attachments. 

As  an  appropriate  setroff  against  the  combined  opinion  of  Messrs  Sharpe  and  Pearson, 
we  have  it  in  our  power  to  present  the  united  sufirages  of  men  who  differed  also  in 
sentiment  among  themselves,  and  fi*om  the  author  whose  work  they  praise.  Mr  Laing 
had  little  in  common  with  Wodrow  and  his  heroes  in  regard  to  their  marked  and 
peculiar  sentiments  on  religion,  and  he  seems  to  have  looked  upon  both  as  rather 
over-keen  and  enthusiastic;  but  he  bears  a  clear  and  oft-repeated  testimony  to  the 
pains-taking  fidelity  of  the  historian,  while  he  finds  in  his  printed  and  in  bis  manu- 
script records,  a  never-failing  mine  of  accurate  and  valuable  information.*  Lord  Holland* 
in  his  biographical  notice  prefixed  to  his  brother's  posthumous  historical  work,  has 
given  us  some  most  striking  and  satisfiustory  instances  of  Mr  Fox's  extreme,  and  even 
anxious  accuracy,  as  to  hcts  even  the  most  minute ;  and  yet  this  distinguished  individual 
has,  without  any  regard  whatever  to  existing  controversies,  given  it  as  his  undis- 
guised  opinion,  that  "  no  historical  facts  are  better  ascertained,  than  the  accounts  of 
them  which  are  to  be  found  in  Wodrow."  Mr  Alexander  Chalmers,  the  laborious  and 
learned  author  of  the  ^  Biographical  Dictionary,"  says  of  the  same  work ;  *<  It  is 
written  with  a  fidelity  that  has  seldom  been  disputed ;  and  confirmed  by  a  large  mass  of 
public  and  private  records."  Mr  Dibdin,  in  his  **  Bibliography,"  gives  to  this  ^  valuable" 
work,  as  he  terms  it,  "  his  strong  recommendation."  Dr  Robert  Watt,  the  inde- 
fiitigable  compiler  of  that  stupendous  woric,  the  **  Bibliotheca  Britannica,"  reports 
of  Wodrow's  history,  that  it  has  been  **  written  with  a  fidelity  seldom  equalled."  Need 
we  appeal  to  the  united  sentiments  of  two  such  writers  as  Dr  M'Crie  and  Dr  Cook, 
who,  though  differing  materially  on  many  topics,  both  political  and  ecclesiastical,  do 
combine  most  cordially  in  their  high  estimate  of  the  merits  of  Wodrow,  as  a  faithful 
and  accurate  historian?  Or  need  we,  in  addition  to  the  recorded  testimonies  of 
such  individuals,  appeal  to  the  august  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  which  has  justly 
awarded  to  Wodrow  the  meed  of  incredible  industry,  minute  fidelity,  and  the  most 
commendable  candour? 

In  order  to  vindicate  successfully  the  high  claims  of  Wodrow  to  the  best  qualities 
of  a  historian,  and  to  show  the  groundlessness  of  the  charge  which  has  of  late  been 
brought  against  him,  we  beg  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  some  important  particulars. 
—In  the  jfirst  place;  the  statements  of  our  historian  were  not  questioned  at  the  time  of 


^1 


•  Hist,  of  Scotland,  vol.  li.  p.  S06. 
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their  fint  pnbUoatioiL  We  do  not  deny  that  a  deep  seniation  was  excited  hy  the 
work ;  and  that  a  q^irit  of  violent  hostility  was  roused ;  and  that  there  was  erery  wish 
felt  and  expressed  to  hare  its  testimony  set  aside.  Nor  do  we  deny  that  the  author  was 
mdely  assailed  with  violent  pasquinades  and  threats  of  personal  violence ;  while  the  friendly 
reception  which  his  majesty  and  the  members  of  the  royal  fiunily  gave  to  the  book,  galled 
exceedingly  the  still  sanguine  adherents  of  the  old  dynasty.*  But  we  beg  to  know,  was 
any  formal  attempt  made  to  rebut  or  to  controvert  its  statements  ?  When  the  advocates 
of  presbyterianism  had  recourse  to  argument  in  support  of  their  polity,  there  was  no 
lack  of  replies  on  the  part  of  their  opponents.  In  covenanting  times  we  find  a  Maxwell 
and  a  Baillie  in  dose  combat  together ;  and  inmiediately  after  the  revolution  settlement 
we  find  the  learning  and  the  acuteness  of  Forrester,  and  Rule,  and  Jameson,  and  Andersony 
met  in  battle  array  by  the  respectable  talents  and  literature  of  Bishop  Sage,  and  Dr 
Monro  ;f  and  never  was  the  episcopal  and  presbyterian  controversy  managed  on  both 
sides  witii  greater  ability4  Whence  then  is  it  that  when  the  unpretending  historian 
cornea  forth  with  his  two  overwhelming  folios  of  hats  and  documents  illustrative  of  the 
bufferings  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  under  the  episcopalian  ascendancy,  no  pen  was 
drawn  to  vindicate  the  good  old  cause,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  prove  an  aiibi  for  the 
pannel  at  the  bar  ?  RMSonings  for  presbyterianism  might  be  opposed  by  counter  rea- 
sonings for  episcopacy ;  and  the  records  of  a  distant  antiquity  might  admit  of  varied 
interpretations.  But  **  fiusts,"  as  Wodrow  says,  are  **  stubborn,  ill-natured  things**  and 
will  not  easily  be  set  out  of  the  way. 

It  ia  rather  a  curious  circumstance,  that  while  the  publication  of  Wodrow's  History 
was  beheld  by  the  episcopalian  party  with  silent  dismay,  the  work  was  most  furiously 
attacked  from  a  quarter  the  most  remote  from  episcopacy.  The  more  keen  adherents  of 
the  nltra-presbyterian  interest,  such  as  Patrick  Walker  and  John  Macmain,  commenced 
a  most  furious  onset  upon  the  worthy  historian.  §  Why  ?  Because  in  their  opinion  he 
had  not  done  sufficient  justice  to  the  characters  and  the  deeds  of  those  worthies  who» 
in  their  seal  for  what  they  held  to  be  pure  presbyterianism,  had  gone  perhaps  a  little 
beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.  With  the  merits  of  that  controversy  we  have  at 
present  nothing  to  do;  and  the  notes  which  accompany  this  edition  of  the  history  will 
present  a  fiurer  opportunity  of  noticing  some  of  the  minuter  features  of  the  questions  at 
issue.  But  we  beg  particular  attention  to  the  fiict  that  the  only  o]>po8ition  which  was 
made  to  Wodrow,  was  from  a  quarter  the  very  antipode  of  the  episcopalian  hierarchy. 
He  was  not  charged  with  saying  too  much  against  the  dominant  system  of  prelacy ;  but 
he  was  charged  with  seizing  too  little  in  favour  of  the  more  stanch  adherents  of  suffer- 
ing presbyterianism.    And  this  we  hold  to  be  a  very  fiur  presumption  in  favour  of  the 


*  In  the  MS.  volume  of  Wodrow's  correspondence  for  1722,  83,  (Adv.  lib.)  there  are  tome 
eorions  spedmens  of  the  manner  in  which  the  author  was  met  by  his  opponents,  with  threats  l>oth 
of  kterary  and  of  penonal  rcTenge ;  none  of  which  appear  ever  to  have  been  put  in  execution. 
There  is  also  an  interesting  series  of  letters  ironi  Dr  Fraser,  descriptive  of  the  reception  which  was 
given  to  the  work  by  his  mi^esty  and  the  members  of  the  royal  family,  and  other  august  person- 
agca ;  a  recention  sufficiently  flattering  to  have  elevated  with  no  common  emotion  the  mind  even 
of  the  bumble  and  self-denied  presbyter  of  Eastwood. 

f  Principal  of  the  university  of  £dinburgh,  but  deprived  at  the  revolution  for  his  adherence 
to  James. 

\  I  allude  not  here  of  oourae  to  those  miserable  attacks  that  were  made  upon  the  constitution 
and  discipline  of  the  chuf«h  of  Scotland,  by  such  wretched  drivellers  as  Hickes,  Calder,  Caddel, 
Rhindy  and  others;  and  the  malignant  emisionsof  these  men  I  had  thought  were  long  ago  con- 
dgned  tothe  **  tomb  of  all  the  Capnlets,'*  when  lo !  the  editor  of  Kirkton  and  of  Law,  like  a  true 
rssurractioM-man,  has  brought  them  before  an  insulted  public  in  the  shape  of  numerous  references 
lo  sneh  books  aa  RavlUiao  lUdivivus,  Scotch  Presbyterian  Eloquence,  &e.  &e.  This  last  work  the 
lata  lord  Woodhouaelee  in  his  Life  of  Lord  Kaimes,  has  characterized  as  <*  an  vifamtms  libd,** 

5  Walker  was  the  author  of  the  Lives  of  Peden,  Cargill,  &c,  lately  republished  under  the 
naoM  of  <«  Biographla  Presbyterlana  ;**  and  Macmain  was  the  editor  of  M*  Ward's  ^Earawt  0»e- 
tcndingsy**  fee.  wliere  specimens  of  the  controversy  may  be  seen. 
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modermtion  and  candour  of  our  author. — Nor  let  it  be  thought  that  such  indinduab  u 
Walker  and  Macmain  were  the  only  kind  of  penons  who  would  think  it  worth  their 
uhUe  to  attack  the  obscure  pastor  of  Eastwood.  His  **  history"  was  not  obscure  ;  and 
the  man  who  for  years  was  the  regular  correspondent  and  personal  friend  of  bishqi 
Nioolson  aCnd  Dr  Lloyd;  and  the  clergyman  whom  the  Bartlett's Buildings'  Society,  witii 
all  'the  bishops  at  its  head,  did  not  think  it  discreditable  to  associate  with  them  as  an 
honorary  member,  was  certainly  not  beneath  tite  notice  of  the  very  proudest  adherent  of 
episcopacy. 

In  the  second  place ;  It  is  a  singular  and  a  most  valuable  feature  in  Mr  Wodrow  as  a 
historian,  that  he  has  not  only  given  us  his  own  narrative  of  events,  but  likewise  the 
original  documents  whence  that  narrative  has  been  drawn.  With  the  opinions  of  a 
historian  we  have,  properly  speaking,  nothing  to  do ;  and  every  reader  is  at  perfect 
liberty  to  accord  with  the  sentiments  which  Wodrow  has  expressed,  or  to  differ  from 
them  precisely  as  he  pleases.  When  we  speak  of  a  historian  as  **  ingenuous"  and  candid, 
we  do  not  mean  to  say  of  him  that  he  is  in  all  his  judgments  of  things  perfectly  exact 
and  true ;  or  that  even  in  his  statements  of  facts  he  possesses  all  the  infedlibility  of 
inspiration.  Our  meaning  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  established  usage  of  language  in 
such  cases ;  and  we  claim  for  Wodrow  the  character  of  ingenuousness,  on  this  specific 
ground  among  others,  that  the  statements  of  the  text  he  has  put  it  in  our  power  to  verify 
by  an  actual  production  in  the  notes  and  in  the  appendix,  of  the  great  and  leading 
documents  on  which  his  statements  are  grounded.  It  is  true,  he  has  not  published  a// 
the  original  papers  from  which  he  obtained  information,  but  most  of  them  have  been 
preserved ;  and  after  a  firequent  and  rigid  examination  of  these  both  by  friends  and  by 
foes,  what  mighty  discoveries  have  been  made  to  the  discredit  of  the  historian  ?  Perhaps 
it  b  to  be  regretted  that  the  venerable  author  adhered  so  rigidly  to  hb  plan  of  abridging 
and  condensing  the  substance  of  his  originals,  rather  than  giving  the  articles  themselves 
entire.  *  But  as  most  of  these  documents  are  still  in  preservation,  frequent  opportunities 
have  been  taken  both  by  Mr  Laing  and  others,  to  examine  the  originals,  and  to  compare 
them  with  the  copies  or  abridgments  given  of  them  by  Wodrow;  and  the  result  has 
been  in  every  instance  highly  to  the  credit  of  the  historian.  Within  these  few  weeks  we 
have  examined  with  particular  care  the  lai^gest  collection  of  archbishop  Sharp's  letters 
perhaps  in  existence,  that  namely  among  the  Wodrow  MSS.  in  the  library  of  the 
University  of  Glasgow.  We  have  compared  with  these  the  printed  copies  or  abridgments 
as  published  in  the  Introduction  to  Wodrow's  History.  While  in  a  considerable  number 
of  instances  an  exact  copy  has  been  taken ;  in  others,  no  little  talent  and  judgment  have 
been  displayed  in  the  business  of  abridgment  and  condensation.  As  a  general  result  of 
the  inquiry  we  would  say  without  hesitation,  that  while  the  historian  does  by  no  means 
conceal  his  design  of  exposing  Sharp's  treachery,  he  had  it  in  his  power  from  these 
documents  to  have  held  him  up  to  detestation  in  still  bkcker  colours,  had  he  quoted  all 
the  expressions  of  affected  devotion — all  the  solemn  protestations  of  attachment  to 
presbytery — all  the  specimens  of  mean  adulation — and  all  the  bitter  vituperations  against 


*  Wodrow's  plan  of  tAridgtng  papers  does  not  neceeiarily  injure  either  side;  and  he  applies  it 
to  both.  Whatever  were  his  frouiub  of  preference,  it  was  his  deliberate  choice.  In  Kedpath'ii 
letter,  Sd  Aufuat  1717,  (MS. )  he  refers  to  a  MS.  which  had  been  sent  him  for  review.  This  was 
a  copy  of  the  IntrodudMn  to  the  History  of  the  Sufferings ;  which  copy  is  now  in  the  Advocate's 
library  with  oorrectiona  and  hints  in  Redpath's  haod,  of  which  the  author  has  availed  himself. 
Among  these  hints  Redpath  observes :  *<  1  think  the  letters  should  have  been  extracted  in  the 
first  person.  It  woold  be  more  natural,  smooth,  and  intellieible,  and  carry  more  authority, 
especially  where  the  extracts  are  long.*'  Yet,  in  the  face  of  this  opinion,  with  all  his  estti- 
nation  of  Redpath's  Jodgment,  and  while  adopting  many  of  his  alterations,  he  adheres  to  bis 
own  plan. 
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^  opponent!,  which  these  letters  contain.*  We  have  also  examined  the  parochial  and 
ler  returns,  from  which  Wodrow  compiled  his  acooonts ;  and  the  result  has  Ueen 
'oorable  alike  to  the  laborious  industry,  and  the  minute  fidelity  of  the  author.  It  is 
le,  that  a  considerable  number  of  documents  hare  been  brought  to  light  sinee  the 
itory  was  published;  but  with  the  exception  of  the  account  of  the  earl  of  Aigyle's 
pedition,  on  which  the  narratiyes  of  Mr  Bryson  and  Sir  Patrick  Hume  have  thrown 
me  new  light,  the  discoTery  of  these  documents  has  not  effected  any  material  change 
the  statement  of  transactions  as  given  by  Wodrow;  and  even  although  it  had,  is  an 
tbor  responsible  for  not  availing  himself  of  the  use  of  documents  whose  very  existence 
IS  unknown  to  him  ? 

in  the  third  place ;   The  veracity  of  Wodrow  has  been  farther  established  by  the 
itiniony  of  historians  at  the  time,  and  other  published,  sources  of  evidence.    Bishop 
nmet  published  his  History  of  his  Own  Times  immediately  after  our  author  had  given 
the  worid  his  History  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Church  of  Scotland ;  and  these  two 
srks,  however  different  and  even  opposite  were  the  sentiments  of  their  authors,  confirm 
tdk  other  in  all  the  material  transactions  of  the  period.    Varieties  of  statement  there 
»  doubt  must  be ;  and  we  know  that  the  particular  leanings  of  an  author  will  impen> 
rptibly  influence  more  or  less  the  character  of  his  narrative.    But  it  is  extremely 
teresting  to  mark  the  harmony  in  all  the  leading  transactions  of  the  period,  between  two 
riters  who  were  altogether  independent  of  each  other,  and  who  bcdonged  to  opposite 
nnmunions.    With  the  bishop's  sentiments  indeed  either  regarding  matters  of  goven^ 
ent  in  general,  or  the  character  of  the  covenanters  in  particular,  we  have  nothing  to 
> ;  but  we  appeal  to  his  corroborative  testimony  as  to  an  unexceptionable  witness. » 
Among  later  publications  we  may  notice  the  *'  Secret  and  True  History  of  the  Church 
r  Scodand,"  by  Kirkton ;  the  **  Memorials  of  Remarkable  Things,"  by  Mr  Robert  Law; 
IT  Q^orge  Mackenzie's  History  of  the  Af&irs  of  Scotland  from  1660  to  1677 ;   Lord 
oontainhall's  Notes  on  Scottish  Affidrs  from  1680  to  1701 ;  and  the  lately  published 
[emoirs  of  Sir  James  Turner,  written  by  himself.    In  the  works  of  various  individnab 
iffering  from  one  another  in  sentiment,  we  are  not  to  expect  an  exact  harmony  of  state- 
lents  or  of  estimates  formed  of  individual  character.    But  n'ith  every  aUowanoe  for 
loh  necessary  varieties,  it  is  highly  creditable  to  the  character  of  Wodrow  as  a  historian, 
lat  there  is  so  little  in  these  publications  which  is  at  variance  with  the  substantial 
latiires  of  his  narrative.    We  believe  that  some  of  these  works  were  given  to  the  public 
rofeaaedly  with  the  view  of  bringing  discredit  on  Wodrow  and  the  Presbyterians ;  and 
le  notes  with  which  some  of  them  are  accompanied  place  this  beyond  question.f    The 
isappointment  must  have  been  exquisite.    Presbyterianism  is  not  responsible  for  all  the 
ioes  and  all  the  follies  of  those  who  have  ranged  themselves  under  her  banner ;  and 
er  best  friends  will  feel  no  regret  that  such  publications,  even  with  the  filthy  accompani- 
aents  of  some  of  them,  should  from  time  to  time  be  given  to  the  worid.    Truth  can 
ever  suffer  from  the  most  rigid  examination ;  and  Wodrow  and  the  covenanters  will, 
rhen  tried  in  the  crucible  of  a  most  rigid  and  not  over  liberal  investigation,  ''come  forth 
ke  gold.*" 

There  is  reason  to  think  that  the  real  objections  to  Wodrow's  History  have  their 
rigin  not  so  much  in  the  history  itself  as  in  the  subject  matter  of  it 
1.  We  fear  that  many  cherish  a  dislike  to  presbyterianism  and  the  covenanters,  from 


*  From  the  MS.  letters  in  Glasgow  college,  together  with  a  few  more  which  are  preeerved  ii 
lie  Advocate's  library^  and  in  the  MS,  collections  belonging  to  the  church  of  Scotland,  a  very 
mious  and  valuable  work,  with  notes  and  historical  illustrmtions,  might  be  produced  uad«c  V\^ 
lame  perhaps  otSkarpiana, 

f  I  refer  particularly  to  Kirkton  and  Law, 

h 
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a  rooted  averrion  to  that  system  of  theology  which  is  commonly  denominated  Calvinism. 
We  are  not  sure  whether  Mr  Pearson  himself,  though  he  belongs  to  what  is  called  the 
evangelical  party  in  England,  is  altogether  free  of  this  fatal  prejudice :  and  it  is  perhaps 
on  tUs  account  we  feel  more  gratified  in  thinking  that  he  has  been  so  very  successful  in 
furnishing  a  most  satisfactory  refutation  of  the  very  prejudice  in  question.  Archbbhop 
Leighton  in  Scotland,  like  archbishop  Cranmer  in  England,  and  archbishop  Usher  in 
Ireland,  was  a  stanch  adherent  of  Calvinism.  In  the  very  opening  of  his  exposition  of 
the  first  epistle  of  Peter  he  makes  a  clear  avowal  of  his  theological  sentiments,  and  he  is 
too  candid  an  expounder,  to  leave  it  at  all  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  doctrine  of 
election  finds  a  place  in  the  first  chapter  of  that  comprehensive  and  most  valuable  epistle. 
The  same  system  of  theology  indeed  pervades  all  his  writings ;  and  the  justly  esteemed 
works  of  Leighton  exhibit  a  pleasing  specimen  of  what  Calvinism  is  when  scripturally 
explained  and  practically  applied. 

Now,  the  system  which  the  archbishop  embraced  was  precisely  what  he  found  embodied 
in  the  articles  of  the  church  of  Scotland ;  and  generally,  may  we  not  say  universally, 
embraced  throughout  the  kingdom  ?  In  proof  of  this  we  have  only  to  look  into  the 
writings  of  presbyterians  during  the  covenanting  period^-of  Binning— of  Dickson— of 
Brown-— of  Wedderbum^-of  Hutcheson^-of  Durham— ^f  Gray — and  others  likeminded 
with  them ;  and  we  find  that  amid  a  vast  variety  of  talent,  and  of  style,  the  same  scheme 
of  doctrine  predominates  in  them  all.  Indeed  it  is  a  well  established  fact,  although 
strangely  overlooked  by  too  many  modem  readers  of  church  history,  that  in  the  period 
of  the  Stewart  persecutions,  there  was  no  controversy  in  Scotland  about  theological 
opinions.  Amid  the  contest  for  modes  of  government,  there  was  a  harmony  on  all 
matters  of  doctrine.  In  proof  of  this,  we  find  that  so  early  as  1616  the  bishops  and  a 
certain  number  of  the  cleigy  were  specially  empowered  to  revise  "  the  Confession  of 
Faith  presented  to  the  assembly,  and  after  mature  deliberation  to  take  order  that  the 
same  may  be  published."  They  forthwith  proceed  to  their  work,  and  the  result  was,  a 
revised  edition  of  the  Confession  of  Faith ;  and  that  of  the  most  rigidly  Caivinistic 
oomplexion.« 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  the  influence  of  Laud  and  the  Arminian  divines 
of  England,  gradually  introduced  a  modified  system  among  the  adherents  of  the  episcopal 
interest,  and  tliat  the  theology  of  that  class  during  the  period  embraced  by  Wodrow  was 
very  different  from  the  theology  of  their  predecessors  in  the  days  of  James.  We  have 
simply  to  state  in  reply,  that  in  1680  when  the  obnoxious  test  was  attempted  to  be 
forced  on  the  people  of  Scotland,  the  oath  in  which  it  was  embodied  ran  in  the  follow- 
ing terms :   **  I  ,  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  the  eternal  God,  whom  I 

invocate  as  judge  and  witness  of  my  sincere  intention  in  this  my  oath;  that  I  own  and 
sincerely  profess  the  true  protestant  religion  contained  in  the  Confession  of  Faith,  recorded 
in  the  first  parliament  of  king  James  VI.,  and  that  I  believe  the  same  to  be  founded  on 
and  agreeable  to  the  written  word  of  God ;  and  I  promise  and  swear,  that  I  shall  adhere 
thereunto  during  all  the  days  of  my  life-time,  and  shall  endeavour  to  educate  my  children 
therein,  and  shall  never  consent  to  any  change  or  alteration  thereunto;  and  that  I 
disown  and  renounce  all  such  principles,  doctrines,  or  practices,  whether  popish  or 
fiauUicaly  which  are  contrary  unto  and  inconsistent  with  the  said  protestant  religion 
and  Confession  of  Fi:ith."f  Thus  it  appears  that  in  1680  and  in  the  estimation  of  the 
hierarchy  of  Scotland,  the  doctrines  of  a  strictly  Caivinistic  creed  were  held  to  be  neither 
^  popish"  nor  **  fimatical ;"  and  they  are  avowed  on  oath^br  the  very  purpose  of  guarding 

Cald«rwood*s  History,  n.  6G8,  669,  where  the  oonfeMion  is  inserted  at  full  length.    //  it  far 
rigidly  Caivinistic  than  the  old  confession  by  Knox  in  15G0. 

f  See  tbeotith  at  length  in  Wodrow,  voL  II.  p^  198, 194,  fol. 
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the  more  effectually  against  these  supposed  extremes  I  Indeed  the  question  as  to  the 
Antl-CalTinism  of  the  church  of  England  is  quite  of  a  modem  date.  In  her  purer  and 
better  days  the  Anglican  church  gloried  in  being  associated  in  doctrine  with  the  Helvetic 
and  Scottish  churches,  and  cwr  Knox  was  one  of  the  persons  employed  in  reyising  her 
articles.*  McveoTer  it  is  extremely  worthy  of  remark,  that  while  in  1680  the  episcopal 
deigy  generally  went  into  the  test  oath,  we  find  so  late  as  1G92  a  very  lai^  proportion 
of  them  craving  admission  into  the  church  under  the  promise,  **  that  they  would  subscribe 
the  said  Confession  of  Faith  and  larger  and  shorter  catechisms,  confirmed  by  act  of  pariia- 
numt  as  containing  the  doctrine  of  the  protestant  religion  professed  in  this  kingdom." 
^  Such  is  a  short  history  of  all  the  confessions  of  £uth  that  were  ever  received  in  Scotland 
since  the  reformation.  All  of  them  were  formed  upon  the  Calvinistic  scheme,  and  all  of 
them  have  been  assented  to  by  the  episcopal  clergy.f  *  Let  us  no  longer  hear,  therefore, 
of  the  Calvinism  of  the  covenanting  age  as  a  butt  of  ridicule  or  as  a  ground  of  dislike. 

Of  the  practical  effects  of  Calvinistic  doctrine  on  the  people  of  Scotland  in  the  days 
of  its  greatest  ascendancy  we  have  the  following  description  by  an  eye  witness,  and  one 
too  whose  honesty  has  never  been  impeached.    **  At  the  king's  return,"  says  he,  ^  every 
paroche  had  a  minister,  every  village  hade  a  school,  every  fimiily  almost  had  a  bible ;  yea, 
in  most  of  the  country  all  the  children  of  age  could  read  the  scriptures,  and  were 
provided  of  bibles,  either  by  the  parents  or  by  their  ministers.    Every  minister  was  a 
very  full  professor  of  tiie  reformed  religion,  according  to  the  large  confession  of  iaith 
finamed  at  Westminster  by  the  divines  of  both  nations.    Every  minister  was  obliged  to 
preach  thrice  a-week ;   to  lecture  and  catechise  once,  besides  other  private  duties  in 
which  they  abounded,  according  to  their  proportion  of  faithfulness  and  abilities.     None 
of  them  might  be  scandalous  in  their  conversation  or  negligent  in  their  office,  so  long  as 
a  presbyterie  stood ;  and  among  them  were  many  holy  in  conversation  and  eminent  in 
gifts ;  nor  did  a  minister  satisfy  himself  except  his  ministry  had  the  seal  of  a  divine  appro- 
bation, as  might  witness  him  to  be  really  sent  of  God.    Indeed  in  many  places,  the  Spirit 
aeemed  to  be  poured  out  with  the  word,  both  by  the  multitude  of  the  sincere  converts, 
and  also  by  the  common  work  of  reformation  upon  many  who  never  came  the  length  of 
a  oommunion ;  there  were  no  fewer  than  sixty  aged  people,  men  and  women,  who  went 
to  school,  that  even  then  they  might  be  able  to  read  the  scriptures  with  their  own  eyes. 
I  have  lived  many  years  in  a  paroch  where  I  never  heard  an  oath,  and  you  might  have 
ridde  many  a  mile  before  you  had  heard  any :  also  you  could  not  for  a  great  part  of  the 
country  have  lodged  in  a  family  where  the  Lord  was  not  worshipped  by  reading,  singing, 
and  public  prayer.   Nobody  complained  of  our  ch  urch  government  more  than  our  tavemers, 
whose  ordinary  lamentation  was,  their  trade  was  broken,  people  were  become  so  sober." 
(SLirkton's  History,  pp.  68, 69.)    When  the  church  of  Scotland  was  restored  to  her  rights 
at  the  revolution,  we  find  a  candid  English  writer  thus  bearing  testimony  to  her  moral 
character.    **  When  we  view  the  soundness  and  purity  of  her  doctrine,  the  strictness  and 
severity  of  her  discipline,  the  decency  and  order  of  her  worship,  the  gravity  and  majesty 
of  her  government ;   when  we  see  the  modesty,  humility,  yet  steadiness  of  her  assemblies ; 
the  learning,  diligence,  and  faithfulness  of  her  ministers ;   the  awful  solemnity  of  her 
administration;  tiie  obedience,  seriousness, and  frequency  of  her  people  in  hearing, and 
universally  an  air  of  sobriety  and  purity  on  the  whole  nation ;  we  must  own  her  to  be 
at  tl'V'  time  the  best  regulated  national  church  in  the  world,  without  reflection  on  any  of 
the  other  nations  where  the  protestant  religion  is  established  and  professed."  % 

IL  Leighton  was  a  man  of  a  gentle  spirit,  and  he  shrunk  from  the  controversy  regard - 


*  Burnet's  HUt.  of  the  Reformation,  111.  218.     Strype'n  Cranmer,  ^.  ^S. 

f  Anderson**  Defence  of  Presbyterianism,  pp. '},  S,  iio. 

/  Defae't  Memoin  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  p.  %• 
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ing  firm»  afdmrek  government  Hit  MsideDce  among  the  Jansenkts  on  the  Continent, 
tnd  his  fiwniliarity  with  their  deTotionAl  writingi,  fostered  in  him  a  kind  of  mystical 
quietism,  not  oyer  creditable  either  to  his  strength  of  mind  or  extent  of  learning.  He 
Ml  into  the  notion  that  real  piety  might  floorish  with  equal  vigour  under  any  form  of 
ecclesiastical  regime ;  and  he  renounced  his  earlier  principles  and  attachments,  with  a 
precipitation  which  his  best  friends  feel  it  no  easy  task  to  vindicate.  There  is  reason  to 
fear  that  a  principle  substantially  the  same  with  that  of  the  archbishop,  prevents  not  a 
fow  from  entering  with  interest  into  the  contests  of  the  persecuting  times.  They  cannot 
think  that  a  struggle  for  one  form  of  administration  rather  than  another  involved  the 
essentials  of  Christianity ;  that  a  question  about  hoods  and  tippets  is  in  other  words  a 
question  about  Christianity  itself;  or  that  the  command  to  say,  **  Ood  bless  the  king" — 
was  in  other  words  a  command  to  renounce  aUegianoe  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  They 
forget  that  these  were  rather  the  symbols  of  the  controversy  than  the  controversy  itself; 
that  the  first  question  asked,  or  the  first  command  given,  was  uniformly  the  precursor  of 
other  questions  and  other  commands  infinitely  more  stumbling  to  the  conscience ;  that 
our  forefiithers  nobly  acted  on  the  great  rule  of  aU  moral  contests  obsta  principiis  ;  and 
that  the /)rt»c^p/!0  involved  in  all  these  points  of  the  controversy  was  one  which  no  con- 
sistent protestant  can  renounce  or  violate  with  impunity. 

Nothing  is  more  fotally  erroneous  than  the  notion,  that  forms  of  ecclesiastical  polity 
are  all  equally  finvourable  to  the  culture  of  personal  religion.  On  this  principle  the 
reformation  would  have  been  crushed  in  its  cradle.  What  the  infinite  wisdom  of  Ood 
may  see  meet  to  accomplish  even  in  opposition  to  the  strongest  resistance  of  a  secularized 
hierarchy;  and  what  attainments  in  true  godliness  individuals  may  be  honoured  to  make 
even  under  the  worst  form  of  spiritual  domination,  it  does  not  become  us  to  define.  But 
of  this  we  are  assured  by  the  testimony  of  ages,  that  the  mightiest  barriers  that  have  ever 
been  opposed  to  the  progress  of  knowledge  and  religion,  have  owed  their  existence  prin- 
cipally to  the  agency  of  corrupt  institutions.  The  ^  mighty  episcopacy"  of  Rome  has 
in  every  age  proved  itself  to  be  the  strongest  instrument  in  extending  and  perpetuating 
the  corruptions  of  Antichrist ;  and  just  in  proportion  as  the  lesser  episcopacy  of  Eii^land 
and  of  Scotland  approximated  to  it  in  character,  has  its  influence  been  more  or  less 
malignant.  Who  were  the  grand  agents  in  the  persecution  of  the  protestants  of  France  ? 
They  were  the  bishops  and  the  priests  of  an  pver-beariog  hierarchy.  And  who  wero 
the  prime  movers  in  the  persecution  of  the  covenanters  in  Scotland  ?  They  were  the 
bishops  and  the  priests  of  a  hierarchy  substantially  the  same  in  spirit,  and  equally  over- 
bearing in  its  tyrannical  control  And  what  was  the  reason  why  the  Stuart  dynasty  dis- 
played such  an  attachment  to  the  government  of  prelates  ?  Beyond  all  question,  it  was 
the  deeply-rooted  conviction — a  conviction  founded  in  truth — ^that  episcopacy  is  far  more 
friendly  to  absolute  monarchy  than  the  genius  of  what  Mr  Pearson  in  his  alarms  would 
designate,  a  levdling  preshyterian  democracy.  And  is  not  this  a  clear  evidence  that  if 
civil  liberty  is  to  flourish  in  the  land,  it  cannot  be  under  such  a  system  as  that  which  the 
Stuarts  enforced  by  the  rack  and  the  screw;  a  system  nevertheless  which  the  amiable 
Leighton  in  effect  supported,  and  which  too  many  modem  writers  seem  to  look  upon 
with  something  approaching  to  complacence.  And  will  Mr  Pearson  maintain  in  the  iace 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  that  religion, — spiritual,  evangelical,  experimental  religion, — 
can  flourish  to  any  extent  on  that  soil  from  which  the  genius  of  civil  liberty  has  been 
compelled  to  take  her  flight  ?  Deeply  indented  are  the  lines  which  record  the  fact,  that 
dvil  and  religious  liberty  have  ever  gone  hand  in  hand.  Despotism  in  the  state  has  ever 
cast  a  withering  blight  over  religion  in  the  church ;  and  the  spirit  which  can  tamely 
succumb  to  the  will  of  a  tyrant,  is  not  the  spirit  which  is  roost  likely  to  rise  in  lofty 
aspirations. 
It  is  painful  to  think  of  the  real  itquiits  which  have  been  done  to  the  best  interests  of 
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■aoldnd,  bj  the  weak  oomplianoef  of  eome  of  the  moit  amieble  of  men.  The  Mekno- 
thoiH»  the  Cnuuneny  and  the  Leightons  of  the  reformed  churchy  potseMed  not  the  high 
qwaiifimtiong  which  fitted  for  the  labours  and  the  trials  of  a  radical  reformation ;  and  had 
■ot  bolder  spirits  taken  the  lead  in  the  work,  a  eomproraiee  would  in  all  probabilitj 
have  been  made  of  all  that  is  sobstantialt^  TaloaUe  in  the  reformed  canse,  on  the  altar  of 
a  misgoided  Uberalitf  • 

UL  Let  it  not  be  thought  that  oonsiderations  of  this  kind,  formed  the  only  reason 
why  oar  eoTenanting  ancestors  contended  so  lealoasly  for  what  to  such  men  as  Leigh- 
ton  and  his  admirers,  may  I4)pear  to  be  of  inferior  importance.  Whateyer  may  be  the 
ideaa  now  entertained  on  the  subject,  our  fore&thers  cherished  an  attachment  to  presby- 
tery, which  no  considerations,  merely  human,  could  set  aside.  They  held  it  to  be  the 
divinely  constituted  plan  of  ecclesiastical  polity,  and  therefore  obligatory  on  every  one 
who -regarded  the  scriptores  as  the  oracles  of  heaven.  Even  from  such  an  early  period  as 
the  dajs  of  the  Culdees,  this  attachment  to  presbyterianism  had  been  characteristic  of 
Scotsmen.  In  the  economy  of  these  venerable  fiithers,  we  find  that  a  humble  abbot, 
holding  no  higher  rank  than  that  of  a  presbyter,  had  the  precedence  even  of  bishops ;  and 
that  while  the  rest  of  the  world  were  fast  sinking  under  the  load  of  Romish  superstition, 
an  obscure  colony  in  one  of  the  smallest  of  our  western  Isles,  maintained,  in  some  good 
degree  of  purity,  the  doctrine  and  the  disdpline  of  the  New  Testament.*  When,  after  a 
king  night  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  the  standard  of  reformation  was  erected  in 
Scotland,  the  spirit  of  the  Culdees  revived ;  and  the  same  seal  for  a  scriptural  system  of 
tmtfa  and  of  ducipline,  displayed  its  active  eneigies.  Jn  the  infieadcy  of  the  reformed 
^ureh,  it  is  true,  an  order  of  men  superior  to  presbyters  was  constituted ;  but  this  arrange- 
ment was  expressly  dedared  in  the  terms  of  the  first  book  of  discipline  to  be  merely  a  tem- 
porary measure ;  and  the  superintendants  held  their  power  at  the  will  and  subject  to  the 
review  of  the  general  assembly.'l'  Even  this  limited  form  of  ministerial  superintendance  was 
found  to  be  productive  of  no  essential  advantages ;  and  in  place  of  nominating  succes- 
sors to  the  primitive  superintendants,  the  assembly  adopted  the  preferable  plan  of  granting 
temporary  commissions  to  individual  ministers  to  visit  and  plant  or  water  the  churches. 
From  this  period  indeed  down  to  the  era  of  the  revolution,  an  incessant  struggle  was 
maintained  between  the  two  forms  of  ecclesiastical  polity ;  but  there  can  be  no  question 
among  those  who  know  any  thing  of  the  history  of  the  times,  that  the  general  voice  of 
the  people  of  Scotland  was  in  fiivour  of  presbytery.  Even  after  the  sword  of  persecution 
had  for  not  less  than  twenty-eight  years  been  thinning  the  ranks  of  its  genuine  adherents 
the  presbyterian  interest  was  found  to  be  all-powerful  in  Scotland ;  and  while  it  was  de- 
dared  in  the  **  claim  of  rights"  that  "  Scotland  was  reformed  by  presbyters,"  it  was 
irrevocably  fixed  that  prelacy  shall  be  laid  aside  as  a  national  grievance,  and  that  presby- 
terianism "  shall  be  the  only  recognized  government  of  Christ's  kingdom,  in  these 
realms." 


*  See  Jameson  on  the  Culdees. 

f  *'  We  cooiider  that  If  the  miniEters  whom  God  hath  endowed  with  his  ainrular  graces  amonffst 
OS,  should  be  appointed  to  several  places  there  to  make  their  continual  evidence,  that  then  the 
matcst  part  of  the  realm  should  be  destitute  of  all  doctrine ;  which  should  not  only  be  the  oocasion 
of  gre^t  murmur,  but  also  should  be  dangerous  to  the  salvation  of  many :  and  therrfttre^  we  have 
thought  it  a  thing  most  expedient  at  this  time,  that  from  the  whole  number  of  godly  and  learned  men 
new  presently  in  this  realm,  be  selected  ten  or  twelve  (for  in  so  many  provinces  we  have  divided 
the  whole),  to  whom  charge  and  commandment  should  be  given  to  plant  and  erect  kirks,  to  set, 
erder  and  appoint  ministers  as  the  former  order  prescribes  to  the  countries  that  shall  be  appointed 
to  their  care  where  none  are  now.-     First  Book  of  Discipline,  chap.  VI.  Of  Superintendantt. 

*•  They,"  the  Scottish  reformers,  'Mntended  and  designed  from  the  beginning,  the  government  of 
the  church  by  assemblies  and  presbyteries,  although  they  could  not  attain  that  perfection  at  first  in 
the  Infancy  of  reformation,  but  gave  pUu»  to  necessity,  which  in  such  cases  is  universal,  and  in  this 
they  followed  the  example  and  practice  of  the  churches  planted  by  the  apostles.      B.««otmaX\oTi  ^>l 
Church  Government  in  r^coHand  cleared  from  Mistakes ;  by  the  oomm\Bs\on«n  ot  K«Mm\A^  liow 
hi  LoodM^  4ta,  1644,  p.  11. 


XIV  PRELIMINARY  DISSERTATION. 

la  order  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  value  of  those  interests  for  which  our  frthers 
eonteiided,  it  is  of  vast  importance  to  keep  in  view  the  leading  principle  in  the  contest 
Under  the  papacy, aU  power  ecclesiastical  and  civil  was  deriyed  from  the  ghostly  pretended 
successor  of  St  Peter ;  and  the  votaries  of  this  unhallowed  usurpation  were  held  bound,  by 
the  chains  of  a  most  dastardly  vassalage,  to  every  iota  which  the  autocrat  of  Rome  was 
pleased  to  dictate.  Under  the  secularized  hierarchy  of  the  Stuarts,  again,  the  power 
thus  claimed  by  the  pope,  was  transferred  to  the  supreme  chief  magistrate  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  right  to  modify  the  church  and  to  regulate  its  concerns,  was  imperiously 
claimed  by  the  members  of  his  executive  government  In  opposition  to  the  pretensioift 
of  both  parties,  our  reforming  and  covenanting  ancestors,  with  a  steadiness  and  a 
consistency  which  reflect  on  them  inmiortal  honour,  asserted  the  sovereign  majesty  of 
the  Divine  Head  of  the  church  as  its  lawgiver,  and  the  authority  delegated  by  him  to  the 
representatives  of  his  church,  to  explain  and  to  promulgate  his  laws,  and  to  enforce  theii 
observance.  The  kingdom  of  Christ  they  held  to  be  a  spiritual  kingdom ;  and  although 
they  maintained  the  grand  principle  of  a  church  establishment  as  at  once  expedient  and 
scriptural,  they  most  decidedly  anathematized  the  doctrine,  that  the  power  implied  in 
the  exercise  of  church  government  was  a  power  created  by  the  state.  The  opinions 
propagated  by  one  Erastus,  a  learned  Swiss  philosopher  and  physician,  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  since  his  days  currently  known  by  the  name  Erastiamsm,  they  de- 
tested and  renounced  not  less  firmly  than  the  opposite,  yet  parallel  sjrstem,  which 
derived  all  power  from  the  spiritual  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  They  held, 
and  justly,  that  the  church  is  a  spiritual  society,  whose  members  are  associated  together 
for  spiritual  purposes,  and  regulated  by  spiritual  laws,  derived  immediately  from  him 
whom  they  revered  as  their  Lord.  The  leaders  or  office-bearers  of  this  society  they 
held  to  be  intrusted  with  a  delegated  power  to  interpret  and  to  apply  these  laws, 
subject^  to  the  inspection  of  their  own  courts,  and  not  at  all  amenable  to  civil  autho- 
rity. While  they  asserted  these  rights,  and  contended  for  them,  they  gave  a  very 
decided  evidence  that  they  had  no  wish  to  go  beyond  them,  in  the  uniform  pertinacity 
with  which  they  refused  that  **  court  power  and  place  to  kirkmen^"  which  their  oppo- 
nents of  the  hierarchy  so  ardently  prized. 

Is  Mr  Pearson  prepared  to  contest  these  principles  as  either  irrational  or  unscrip- 
tural?  or  will  any  consistent  believer  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  as  the  ouly 
supreme  standard  of  £uth  and  duty,  venture  to  impugn  them  ?  And  yet  these  are  the 
very  principles  for  which  our  venerable  forefathers  endured  trials  of  "  cruel  mockings, 
imprisonments,  and  death.'*  It  was  for  nobly  asserting  these  principles,  and  acting  on 
them,  that  Pont,  and  Balcanqual,  and  Black,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Scottish 
reformation,  were  obliged  to  fly  from  their  native  country;  and  it  was  this  which 
constituted  the  crime,  and  the  only  crime  for  which  not  fewer  than  six  of  the  best 
clergymen  of  whom  Scotland  could  boast,  were  by  James  VI.  condemned  to  be  executed, 
although  considerations  of  expediency  prevented  the  execution  of  the  sentence.*  And 
what,  we  ask,  formed  the  "  head  and  front"  of  the  accusation  against  Mr  James  Gnthry 
of  Stirling?  It  was  his  declinature  of  the  king's  jurisdiction  in  things  sacred,  while  he 
4ras  willing  and  ready  at  all  times  to  dischai^  the  duties  of  civil  obedience.  Amon^i: 
the  first  and  most  prominent  acts  of  the  first  parliament  held  in  Scotland  after  the 
restoration  of  Charles  II.  we  find  the  **  act  concerning  religion  and  church  government, 
in  which  his  majesty  ^  makes  it  his  care  to  settle  and  secure  the  government  of  the 
church,  in  such  a  frame  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  most  suitable  to 
monarchical  government,  and  most  complying  with  the  public  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
kingdom."     Following  up  this  stretch  of  the  royal  prerogative,  different  acts  were 


•  CiJderwoud'g  Hist  A.  D.  IQOQ. 
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Dused  aBserting  ^  the  royal  rapremacj,  in  aU  matters  and  over  all  persons,  eodedastical  as 
well  as  civil;'*  and  the  proceedings  of  the  court  in  consequence,  furnish  an  affecting 
comment  on  the  principles  thus  avowed.  The  tendency  of  such  enactments  was  to  lay 
the  church  at  the  feet  of  an  absolute  monarch ;  and  had  our  fiuhers  yielded  to  such 
usurpations,  they  would  have  at  once  renounced  their  characters  as  independent  men 
and  as  consistent  Christians,  and  forfeited  their  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  posterity.  Sir 
George  Blackenarie  seems  to  select  it  as  the  highest  crime  that  churchmen  could  commit ; — 
their  presuming  "  to  hold  meetings  of  synodical  and  general  assemblies  without  being 
called  or  sanctioned  by  the  king."*  In  the  present  day  we  deem  it  no  heresy  and  no. 
treason  to  hold  the  doctrine  that  church  courts,  as  deriving  their  being  and  their  rights 
from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  have  an  inherent  title  to  convene  for  the  transaction  of  their 
appropriate  business,  whenever  they  shall  see  cause.  Our  church  acknowledges  no 
earthly  head.  She  holds  direcUy  of  her  Divine  Lord;  and  every  deviation  from  this 
principle  is  in  so  far  a  dereliction  of  her  dearest  and  most  essential  interests. 

IV.  We  are  not  prepared  to  maintain  that,  in  no  instance  did  our  forefathers  deviate 
frwn  their  first  principles,  either  on  the  one  hand  by  falling  below  them,  or  on  the  other, 
hy  carrying  them  to  an  undue  length.  In  troublous  times,  and  when  men's  minds  are 
disturbed  by  painful  apprehensions,  and  when  oppression  distracts  the  spirits  even  of 
the  vnsest  of  men,  we  are  not  to  be  surprised  if  iu  some  in8tancc9  things  were  carried  to 
an  extreme.  It  is  certain  that  throughout  the  whole  period  which  Wodrow's  history 
has  embraced,  the  persecuting  party  acted  systematically  on  the  principle  of  setting  at 
nought  the  essential  privileges  and  rights  of  the  presby  terian  church  as  a  corporate  body ; 
and  if  in  the  noble  struggle  for  the  maintenance  of  these,  a  few  excesses  were  com- 
mitted, this  is  nothing  more  than  might  have  naturally  been  expected  in  the  order  of 
things.  At  no  time  does  it  appear  that  the  idea  of  taking  up  arms  in  opposition  to  the 
government  of  the  country  was  regularly  and  sjrstematically  resolved  on  by  the  general 
body  of  prcsbyterians;  and  it  is  clear  beyond  all  question,  that  the  rising;  first  at 
Pentland,  and  afterwards  at  Bothwell,  was  the  result  of  circumstances  unpremeditated 
4ind  unforeseen.  Previously  to  the  affair  at  Pentland,  the  country  had  groaned  for  six 
years  under  the  grossest  tyranny,  and  her  sons  had  seen  their  dearest  rights,  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  torn  from  them  and  trampled  under  foot.  Prior  to  the  aflair  of  Both- 
well  Bridge,  nearly  twenty  years  of  insult,  oppression,  and  cruelty,  had  passed  over 
unhappy  Scotland;  and  our  wonder  is,  not  that  such  skirmishes  as  those  of  Drumclog 
and  Bothwell  should  have  been  the  issue,  but  that  the  people  did  not  rise  up  as  one  man 
to  inflict  summary  vengeance  on  their  wicked  oppressors.f 

That  resistance  to  la^'ful  authority— even  when  that  authority,  so  called,  has  in  point 
of  &ct  set  at  nought  all  law — ^is  in  no  instance  to  be  vindicated ;  will  be  held  by  those 
only  who  are  the  devotees  of  arbitrary  power  and  passive  obedience.  The  principles  or 
Mr  Rutherford's  Lex  Hex,  however  obnoxious  they  may  be  to  such  men,  are  substantially 
the  principles  on  which  all  government  is  founded,  and  without  which  the  civil  magis- 
trate would  become  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing  to  a  country.  They  are  the  very 
principles  which  lie  at  the  basis  of  the  British  constitution,  and  by  whose  tenure  the 
house  of  Brunswick  does  at  this  very  moment  hold  possession  of  the  throne  of  these 
realms.^  All  government  is  established  for  the  good  of  the  people  who  are  under  it. 
Between  a  king  and  his  subjects  there  is  an  implied  and  virtual  contract;   and  the 

*  ViDdication  of  the  Government  of  Charles  IF. 

f  With  an  ohviout  intent  tohlacken  the  preshyterian  interest  in  Scotland,  Sir  G.  Mackenzie  in 
the  a|»peDdix  to  his  "  Vindication,"  includes  amonff  the  generally  recofl|:nized  expressions  of  the 
seotimcnts  of  the  preshyterians,  the  Sanquhar  and  Queensferry  declarations,  and  the  mad  rayiii^ 
of  the  notorious  John  Gibb !     «  lliis  is  too  bad.  ** 

\  See  a  scarw  hut  ahhjmmpblH  entlUed,  **  An  Inquiry  into  the  meuQTea  of  vo^nAv&ffiCi  Xa 
mpnme  •attarity,  "publmedat  Loadoa  in  1686^  In  deliBiice  of  the  TevolutUm  MttXemfsaV. 
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dati«8  of  allegianoe  and  submimion  carry  along  with  them  the  oorresponding  duties 
'  oomprehendcd  in  government  according  to  kir.  The  king  is  not  the  legislator ;  he  is 
only  the  executor  of  law,  and  is  himself  amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  coantry  with  the 
hmnblest  of  his  subjects.  It  is,  indeed,  a  yery  driicate  matter  to  determine  m  the  abstract 
the  precise  point  at  which  obedience  to  a  tjrrsnnical  goyemment  is  no  longer  binding, 
and  resistance  becomes  a  duty.  Perhaps  it  is  well  for  all  parties  that  such  a  question 
should  haye  difficulties  thrown  around  it,  and  that  its  solution  should  be  hid  amid  the 
obscurities  of  doubt.  But  surely  there  is  a  limit,  and  blessed  be  God  our  country  has 
on  more  than  one  occasion  found  it  out  and  nobly  acted  on  it.*  The  conduct  of  the 
actors  in  the  scenes  at  Ruthex]glen,  at  Sanquhar,  and  at  Torwood,  in  disowning  the  king 
and  excommunicating  him  and  his  adherents,  is,  indeed,  justly  censurable,  as  rash  and 
unwarranted.  But  we  beg  to  know,  wherein  did  the  primary  principles  ayowed 
and  acted  on  these  occasions,  differ  from  those  principles  which,  in  the  course  of  a 
very  few  years  thereafter,  roused  the  dormant  spirit  of  the  country,  and  chased  the 
oppressor  from  the  throne  ?  "  When  the  Lord,"  says  the  author  of  Lex  Bex,  ^  shall  be 
pleased  to  grant  that  to  us  which  concerns  religion,  the  beauty  of  his  house,  the 
propagating  of  the  gospel,  the  goyemment  of  the  Lord's  kingdom,  without  popery, 
prelacy,  unwritten  traditions  and  ceremonies— i!e/  kis  mtijesty  try  our  loyalty  with  what 
commands  he  shall  be  pleased  to  lay  on  us,  and  see  if  we  befcnmd  rebellious.'^f  **  A  king," 
said  king  James  in  his  speech  to  the  parliament,  1609,  **  a  king  goyeming  in  a  settled 
kingdom,  ceaseth  to  be  a  king,  and  descendeth  into  a  tyrant,  so  soon  as  he  leayeth  to  rule 
by  his  lawes,  much  more  when  he  begineth  to  inyade  his  subjects,  persones,  rights,  and 
liberties ;  to  set  up  an  arbitrary  power,  to  impose  unlawful  taxes,  raise  forces,  and  make 
warre  upon  his  subjects,  whom  he  should  protect  and  rule  in  peace ;  to  pillage,  plunder, 
waste,  and  sporte  his  kingdom ;  imprison,  murder,  and  destroy  his  people  in  a  hostile 
manner,  to  captivate  them  to  his  pleasure."  It  is  well  knon'n  that  our  king  James,  and 
Cliarles  L^  and  likewise  queen  Elizabeth,  did,  with  the  consent  of  parliament,  assist  the 
protestants  in  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  and  France,  M'hen  struggling  against  their 
unprincipled  oppressors  in  these  kingdoms ;  and  it  is  also  well  knon^  that  the  conduct 
of  the  coyenanting  brethren  in  Scotland  was  vindicated  at  the  revolution,  when  the 
parliament  of  Scotland  "  in  prosecution  of  the  claim  ofrighf^  rescinded  all  the  forfeitures 
and  fines  passed  against  those  Tiho  had  been  in  arms  at  Pentland  and  Bothwcll,  and 
pronounced  them  void  and  null  from  the  beginning.  After  mentioning  a  vast  number  of 
names,  the  act  proceeds ;  **  likeas,  their  majesties  and  their  estates,  rehabilitate,  reintegrate 
and  restore  so  many  of  the  said  persons  as  are  living,  and  the  memory  of  them  that  are 
dcceast,  their  heirs,  successors,  and  posterity,  to  their  good  fame,  and  worldly  honour."^ 
Of  even  the  most  violent  of  the  Scottish  covenanters,  we  may  say  in  the  language  of  an 
eloquent  writer,  **  Their  standard  on  the  mountains  of  Scotland  indicated  to  the  vigilant 
eye  of  William  that  the  nation  was  ripening  for  a  change.  They  expressed  what  others 
thought,  uttering  the  indignation  and  the  groans  of  a  spirited  and  oppressed  people. 
They  investigated  and  taught,  under  the  guidance  of  feeling,  the  reciprocal  obligations  of 
kings  and  subjects,  the  duty  of  self-defence  and  of  resisting  tyrants,  the  generous  principle 
of  assisting  the  oppressed,  or,  in  their  language,  helping  the  Lord  against  the  mighty. 
These  subjects,  which  have  been  investigated  by  philosophers  in  the  closet,  and  adorned 
with  eloquence  in  the  senate,  were  then  illustrated  by  men  of  feeling  in  the  field.  While 
lord  Russel,  and  Sydney,  and  other  enlightened  patriots  in  England,  were  plotting 

*  *'  It  WM  the  great  principle  of  the  house  of  eommone,  that  the  power  of  the  king,  like  every 
otber  power  in  the  constitution,  wm  limited  by  the  lawt,  and  was  legally  to  be  resisted  when  it 
trespassed  beyond  them."     Tales  of  a  Grondfalher  hy  Sir  Walter  Scott,  toL  i.  p.  181. 

/  Boibaim-d'B  Letter  ea  the  iiostonition  of  Charles  11.  dated  St  Andrews,  1660. 
/  M'Crh'a  ViiMUcmikm  oftbm  C^?eDaDlcrB»— >Chri8tia&  InatnKtar,  ^«iL lay.  ^  \«L 
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i^gminBt  Charles,  from  a  conviction  that  his  right  was  forfeited,  the  Cameronians  in  Scot- 
land, under  the  same  conviction,  had  the  courage  to  declare  war  against  him.  Both  the 
plotters  and  the  warriors  fell ;  but  their  blood  watered  the  plant  of  renown,  and  suc- 
ceeding ages  have  eaten  the  pleasant  fruit"* 

In  the  history  of  Scotland  two  things  are  very  remarkable,  as  illustratiTe  of  the  poli- 
tical bearings  of  the  presbyterian  system.  The  one  is,  that  during  the  period  when 
England  was  rent  by  endless  divisions  of  political  sentiment,  the  presbyterians  of  Scot- 
lanil  were,  almost  to  a  man,  the  staunch  friends  of  a  monarchical  government.  The 
other  is,  that  the  experience  of  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  has  proved  beyond  contra- 
diction, not  only  that  presbyterianism,  whether  established  or  only  tolerated,  is  perfectly 
oonaiatent  with  the  best  interests  of  the  British  constitution,  but  likewise  that  in  times 
of  danger  and  alarm,  presbyterians  have  ever  been  foremost  in  manifesting  loyalty  to 
their  king,  and  patriotic  attachment  to  their  country. 

V.  But  •*  THE  COVENANT !"  says  Mr  Pearson,  "  that  Litter  morsel ^^ — not  so  **  bitter"  as 
he  woold  persuade  us. — While  it  was  relished  by  men  of  all  ranks  and  classes  in  Scotland 
itself,  it  was  not  disliked  by  those  whose  sentiments  Mr  P.  and  his  adherents  must  treat 
at  least  with  respect.  The  ^  national  covenant"  was  first  subscribed  by  the  king's  ma- 
jesty and  his  household  in  the  year  1580,  and  thereafter  by  persons  of  all  ranks  in  the 
year  1581,  by  ordinance  of  the  lords  of  secret  council,  and  acts  of  the  general  assembly. 
In  15iK)  it  was  subscribed  again  by  all  sorts  of  persons ;  and  along  with  it  a  general 
hand  for  maintenance  of  the  true  Christian  religion,  and  the  preservation  of  the  king's 
person.  In  1638,  1639,  it  was  repeatedly  subscribed  by  **  lords  and  gentlemen,  burgesses, 
ministers,  and  commons ,"  and  if  it  shall  be  contended  that  this  was  not  a  *'  lawful 
deed,"  we  beg  to  notice  that  it  was  very  soon  ratified  by  solemn  act  of  parliament,  first 
in  1638,  then  in  1640,  and  thereafter  by  king  Charles  I.  himself  in  1641.f  His  son 
Charles  IL,  subscribed  the  national  covenant,  and  at  the  same  time  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant  at  Spey,  in  June  1650,  and  at  Scone  on  the  day  of  his  coronation  in  1651. 
The  solemn  league  and  covenant  was  likewise  ratified  by  parliament  in  1644  and  1649. 
Thus,  these  several  deeds  acquired  all  the  authority  of  public  documents,  and  may  be 
regarded  as  the  expression  of  national  sentiment  The  object  of  the  national  covenant, 
and  of  the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  was  substantially  one,  namely,  as  king  Charles 
L  in  his  £/x«jr  l^moiKtKVi  terms  it  with  great  propriety,  **  to  establish  religion  in  purity 
and  the  kingdom  in  peace."  **  Although,"  says  Dr  M'Crie,  **  covenants  have  often  been 
oondemned  as  unwarranted  in  a  religious  point  of  view,  and  dangerous  in  a  political,  yet 
are  they  completely  defensible  upon  the  principles  both  of  reason  and  of  revelation ;  and 
by  cementing  union,  by  producing  mutual  confidence,  and  strengthening  the  motives  to 
fidelity  and  diligence,  among  those  who  are  embarked  in  the  same  cause,  they  have  fre- 
quently proved  of  the  greatest  utility  for  promoting  reformation  in  churches  and  nations, 
for  maintaining  open  profession  of  religion  after  it  had  been  attained,  and  for  securing 
the  religious  and  political  privileges  of  men.  The  misapplication  of  them,  when  they  are 
employed  in  a  bad  cause,  and  for  mischievous  euds,  can  be  no  argument  against  them 
when  they  are  used  in  a  legitimate  way,  and  for  Uiudable  purposes.  A  mutual  agreement, 
oompact,  or  covenant,  is  virtually  implied  in  the  constitution  of  every  society,  civil  or 
religious ;  and  the  dictates  of  natural  light  conspire  with  the  declarations  of  scripture  in 
ascertaining  the  warrantableness  and  propriety  of  entering  into  explicit  engagements,  about 
any  lawful  and  important  matter,  and  of  ratifying  these  even  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  if 


*  Charters*  Sermons,  pp.  275,  877.  edit.  1816. 

f  On  this  solemn  occasion  Charles  declared  himself  to  be  "  a  contented  Idn^  \«\\\i  «k  tiQiiv\«&Xii& 
pooplc 

c 
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carcnmstanees  sliall  require  it,  by  formal  subscriptioD,  and  by  an  appeal  to  the  Seaicber 

of  hearto."* 

It  may  not  be  uninterestiog^  to  the  reader  to  see  the  deliberate  sentiments  of  majesty 
itself  on  this  subject,  as  recorded  in  the  accredited  archives  of  the  kingdom.  The  **  charge" 
deliyered  by  James  VI.  and  **  subscribed  with  our  hand  at  Haljrroodhouse,  1580,  the  2nd 
day  of  March,  the  14th  year  of  our  reign,"  runs  in  the  following  strain :  **  seeing  that  we 
and  our  household  hare  subscribed,  and  given  this  public  profession  of  our  faith  to  the 
gpod  example  of  our  subjects,  we  command  and  charge  all  our  commissioners  and  minis- 
ters to  crave  the  same  confessions  of  their  parishioners,  and  proceed  against  the  refusers 
according  to  our  laws  and  order  of  the  kirk,  delivering  their  names  and  lawful  process  to 
the  ministers  of  our  house  with  all  haste  and  diligence,  under  the  pain  of  forty  pounds, 
to  be  taken  from  their  stipend,  that  we,  with  the  advice  of  our  council,  may  take  order, 
with  sik  proud  contemners  of  God  and  our  laws."  From  this  document  it  appears  that 
the  covenants  were  viewed  not  merely  as  ecclesiastical  deeds,  but  also  and  principally  as 
instruments  of  civil  obedience  to  lawful  authority.  On  this  principle  subscription  was 
enforced  by  the  laws  of  the  state,  as  well  as  by  the  ordinances  of  the  church ;  and  what 
is  very  remarkable,  the  ministers  were  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  civil  prosecutors,  and, 
under  a  severe  penalty,  to  enforce  the  instrument  The  dedaration  of  Charles  I.  to  ins 
pariiament,  1643,  was  certainly  not  expressed  in  very  strong  terms,  but  they  are  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  intimate  the  sense  then  entertained  of  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the 
**  Solemn  League  and  Covenant"  **  As  things  now  stand,"  says  his  majesty,  **  good 
men  shall  least  offend  God  or  me,  by  keeping  their  covenants  in  honest  and  lawful  ways, 
since  I  have  the  charity  to  think  that  the  chief  end  of  the  covenant  in  such  men's  inten- 
tions was,  to  preserve  us  in  purity  and  the  kingdom  in  peace**  The  **  declaration  by 
king  Charies  II.  at  Dunfermline,  August  16th,  1650,"  is  expressed  in  language  more 
strong,  and  as  it  is  a  document  singular  in  itself,  and  still  more  so  by  the  afiecting  con- 
trast in  which  it  stands  to  the  conduct  which  it  so  solemnly  pledged,  I  shall  quote  a 
portion  of  it  for  the  edification  of  the  reader.  **  His  majesty  taking  in  consideration, 
that  merdful  dispensation  of  divine  providence,  by  which  he  hath  been  recovered  out  of 
the  snare  of  evil  counsel ;  and  having  attained  so  full  persuasion  and  confidence  of  the 
loyalty  of  his  people  in  Scotland,  with  whom  he  hath  too  long  stood  at  a  distance ;  and 
of  the  righteousness  of  their  cause,  as  to  join  in  one  covenant  with  them,  and  to  cast 
himself  and  his  interests  wholly  upon  God ;  and  in  all  matters  civil,  to  follow  the  advice 
of  his  pariiament,  and  such  as  shall  be  entrusted  by  them;  and  in  all  matters  ecclesiastic, 
the  advice  of  the  general  assembly,  and  their  commissioners ;  and  being  sensible  of  his 
duty  to  God,  and  desirous  to  approve  himself  to  the  consciences  of  all  his  good  subjects, 
and  to  stop  the  mouths  of  his  and  their  enemies  and  traducers,  doth  in  reference  to  his 
former  deportment,  and  as  to  his  resolutions  for  the  future,  declare  as  follows : 

**  Though  bis  majesty  as  a  dutiful  son  be  obliged  to  honour  the  memory  of  his 
royal  fiiiher,  and  have  in  estimation  the  person  of  his  mother;  yet  doth  he 
deaire  to  be  deeply  humbled  and  afflicted  in  spirit  before  God,  because  of  his 
fiither's  hearkening  to,  and  following  evil  counsels,  and  his  opposition  to  the 
work  of  reformation,  and  to  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  by  which  so  mucb 
ei  the  blood  of  the  Lord's  people  hath  been  shed  in  these  kingdoms ;  and  for  the  idolatry 
of  his  mother,  the  toleration  whereof  in  the  king's  house,  as  it  was  matter  of  great 
stumbling  to  all  the  protestant  churches ;  so  could  it  not  but  be  an  high  provocation 
i^gainst  him,  who  is  a  jealous  God,  visiting  the  sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children : 
and  albeit,  his  majesty  might  extenuate  his  former  carriages  and  actions,  in  following  of 
the  advice,  and  walking  in  the  way  of  those  who  are  opposite  to  the  covenant,  and  to 

*  Life  ef  Knox,  vol.  i.  pp.  1%I,  l8St 
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tke  work  of  God,  and  might  excuse  his  delajring  to  giye  satisfiictioA  to  the  jost  and 
neeesauy  desiree  of  the  kirk  and  kingdom  of  Scotland,  from  his  education,  and  age,  and 
efil  oonnsel,  and  company,  and  from  the  stnmge  and  insolent  proceedings  of  sectaries 
sgainst  his  royal  fiither,  and  in  reference  to  religion,  and  the  ancient  government  of  the 
Idnfdom  of  England,  to  which  he  hath  the  undoubted  right  of  succession ;  yet  knowing 
that  ho  hath  to  do  with  God,  he  doth  ingenuously  acknowledge  all  hb  own  sins,  and  all 
tho  sins  of  his  father's  house,  craving  pardon,  and  hoping  for  mercy  and  reconciliation, 
through  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  And  as  he  doth  value  the  constant  addresses  that 
were  made  by  his  people  to  the  throne  of  grace  on  his  behalf,  when  he  stood  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  work  of  God,  as  a  singular  testimony  of  long-suffering  patience  and  mercy 
upon  the  Lord's  part,  and  loyalty  upon  theirs ;  so  dolh  he  hope,  and  shall  take  it  as  one 
of  the  greatest  t4Acens  of  their  love  and  affection  to  him  and  to  his  government,  that  they 
will  continue  in  prayer  and  supplication  to  God  for  him ;  that  the  Lord  who  spared  and 
preaerred  him  to  this  day,  notwithstanding  of  all  his  own  guiltiness,  may  be  at  peace 
with  him,  and  give  him  to  fear  the  Lord  his  God,  and  to  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart, 
sad  with  a  willing  mind  all  the' days  of  his  life.'** 

Sneh  covenant  transactions  as  tiiose  under  which  our  reforming  ancestors  acted,  were 
not  at  all  uncommon  in  former  or  in  later  times.    The  Waldenses  in  defending  themselves 
sgauMt  the  oppressions  of  their  enemies,  bound  themselves  by  solemn  oath  to  one  another, 
end  to  the  cause  in  which  they  were  embarked.f    In  the  year  1530,  the  smaller  confo- 
derate  princes  of  Gennaay  formed  the  famous  League  of  Smakald^  for  mutual  defence 
against  the  emperor,  and  for  maintaining  vigorously  their  religion  and  liberties  against 
the  dangers  and  encroachments  with  which  they  were  menaced  by  the  edict  of  Augsburg.]: 
In  1572,  the  prince  of  Orange  and  his  adherents  in  the  Netherlands,  entered  into  a 
solemn  covenant  to  defend  their  **  religion,  their  lives,  and  their  liberties,"  against  the 
tyranny  of  the  duke  of  Alva  and  the  Spanish  inquisition.^    In  1608,  the  protestants  of 
Hungary  took  up  arms  in  their  own  defence,  and  sent  a  protestation  to  the  estates  of 
Hungary,  requiring  assistance,  conform  to  the  offensive  and  defensive  league  that  had 
been  previously  formed.  ||     In  1641,  a  solemn  protestation  was  taken  by  the  members  of 
the  house  of  commons,  and  afterwards  by  all  sorts  of  persons  in  England,  **  that  they 
will  defend  religion  and  civil  rights,  &c."t  and  thb  was  done  at  a  time  when  the  king 
and  parliament  were  at  open  variance.**  In  1688,  and  inmiediately  before  the  landing  of 
the  prince  of  Orange,  two  solemn  covenants  were  entered  into  and  extensively  sub- 
scribed ;  one  at  Exeter,  and  another  in  the  northern  counties  of  England ;  to  the  effect 
that  the  subscribers  shall  support  the  claims  of  the  prince  against  the  then  existing 
tyranny  of  James.f  f  I  shall  close  these  notices  in  the  words  of  Charles  J.,  in  the  famous 
"  acta  of  oblivion  and  pacification,"  and  this  rojral  testimony  will  go  far  to  free  our 
covenanting  ancestors  from  the  charge  of  disloyalty  or  high  treason.    **  The  Scots  in 
taking  up  arms  against  the  king  and  his  counsellors,  in  defence  of  their   religion,  laws, 
and  privileges,  is  no  treason  or  rebellion,  and  they  are  his  true  and  loyal  subjects,  because 
they  had  no  evil  nor  disloyal  intentions  at  all  against  his  majesty's  person,  crown,  and 
dignity,  but  only  a  care  of  their  own  preservation,  and  the  redress  of  their  enormities, 
pressures,  and  grievances  in  church  and  state,  which  threatened  desolation  to  both."    \% 

*  Collection  of  Sermonn  by  Henderson  and  othen  at  renewinf^  the  co^'enants,  vol.  I.  pp.  5S4-^5S(). 
t   Morland's  History  of  Piedmont,  pp.  S52,  S5:i.  and  Fox's  AcU  aud  Monuments,  vol.  ii.  pp. 
S08.809. 

SMosheim,  vol.  iv.  pp.  96,  99. 
General  Hintory  of  the  Netherlands,  lib.  9.  p.  S69. 
Grimatoii's  Imperial  History,  p.  7S0,  fcc 
See  copy  of  it  in  Free  Thoughts  on  Pcpery,  p.  441.  appendix. 
•  Clarendon's  History,  vol.  I.  p.  261.  Neal's  History  ol  the  Puritan*,  vol,  il,  y.  3B\. 
f  f  Wodrow,  vol.  ii.  p.  tO.  of  this  edition. 
\j  ApoJagetieaJ  Uelmthn,  p.  149, 
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**  It  has  been  objected,"  says  the  very  intelligent  editor  of  ''the  Life  of  Alexander 
Reid,*'  **  that  the  enforcing  of  religious  duties  by  civil  pains  and  penalties,  and  in  too 
many  instances  the  blending  together  of  the  affidrs  of  church  and  state,  are  inconsistent 
with  the  spiritual  nature  of  Chrisfs  kingdom.  But  it  should  be  remembered,  that  the 
sacred  rights  of  conscience  were  not  at  that  time  so  fully  understood,  nor  so  clearly 
ascertained  as  they  have  been  since.  Charity  requires  us  to  allow  that  our  fathers  acted 
conscientiously,  and  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  in  what  they  accounted 
their  duty ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  to  their  exertions  under  God  we  are  indebted 
for  the  privileges  civil  and  religious  which  we  now  enjoy.*'*  We  are  mistaken  if  we 
suppose  that  the  covenants  were  ever  designed  as  deeds  excUuivdy  ecclesiastictJ,  No 
doubt  the  church  frequently  interposed  her  authority  to  enforce  these  documents ;  but 
still  the  documents  themselves  are  not  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  terms  of  communion. 
They  are  rather  to  be  considered  as  tests  of  patriotic  attachment  to  the  constitution  in 
church-  and  state ;  and  it  is  by  adverting  to  this  their  mixed  character  that  we  are  enabled, 
in  some  measure,  to  see  the  reason  why  their  reception  was  so  rigorously  enforced. 
Our  finthers  had  not  yet  learned  the  perfect  consistency  betwixt  an  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment closely  interwoven  with  the  civil  constitution,  and  a  most  free  and  liberal  toleration 
of  aU  classes  of  dissenters ;  and  this  is  the  reason  why  hostility  to  the  church  was  uni- 
formly identified  with  treason  to  the  state,  and  arms  accordingly  taken  up  in  defence  of 
both.  The  world  had  not  yet  learned  the  true  principles  of  religious  liberty.  The  set- 
tlers of  New  England,  although  just  escaped  from  the  fire  and  faggot  of  persecution  at 
home,  and  in  general  professing  the  free  principles  of  independency,  did  not  refrain  from 
persecuting  one  another ;  and  it  is  a  very  striking  fact,  that  the  only  country  where  the 
true  principles  of  freedom  seemed  to  flourish  in  vigour,  was  one  in  which  presbyterian- 
ism  in  her  strongest  character  had  taken  up  her  abode ;  we  mean  the  states  of  Holland. 
There,  our  persecuted  countrymen  found  a  secure  asylum.  There,  the  varieties  of  senti- 
ment among  the  refugees  proved  no  bar  in  the  way  of  a  most  liberal  protection  and 
encouragement  by  the  civil  rulers :  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  from  tliat  country 
were  afterwards  imported  into  Great  Britain  those  principles  of  toleration  which  ever 
since  the  era  of  the  revolution  have  blessed  and  fructified  our  beloved  land,  f 

While  we  readily  acknowledge  that  the  covenanters  did  not  possess  the  most  liberal 
and  enlightened  views  of  religious  liberty  and  freedom  of  conscience,  we  maintain  a  very 
different  opinion  in  regard  to  their  ideas  on  civil  liberty  and  the  rights  of  free  men.  On 
this  subject  they  cherished  the  most  just  and  enlai^ed  conceptions ;  and  while  a  few 
solitary  individuals  in  England  asserted  and  suffered  for  the  same  principles,  the  cove- 
nanters of  Scotland  were  the  only  associated  body  then  known  in  Great  Britain,  or  even 
in  Europe,  who  nobly  stood  forward  as  one  man  to  vindicate  and  to  seal  them.  In  proof 
of  this  we  appeal  to  those  very  covenants  which  have  been  so  absurdly  decried  by 
ignorant  or  prejudiced  modems,  but  which  in  reality  constituted  at  the  time  the  only 
magna  charta  of  Scottish  freedom.  In  these  documents,  the  subscribers,  while  **  they 
promise  and  swear  to  stand  to  the  defence  of  our  dread  sovereign,  the  king's  majesty, 
his  person  and  authority,"  decUire  at  the  same  time  that  they  shall  stand  up  *'  in  defence 
of  the  liberties  cmd  laws  of  the  kingdom^* — ^that  they  complain  of  those  evils  **  which 
sensibly  tend  to  the  subversion  and  ruin  of  our  liberties,  laws,  and  estates'^ — that  ''  they 
had  before  their  eyes,  next  to  the  glory  of  God,"  "  the  true  public  liberty,  safety,  and 
peace  of  the  kingdoms" — that  they  would  seek  to  "  preserve  the  rights  and  privileges  of 

*  Appendix  to  the  Life  of  Alexander  Reid  by  his  great  f>Tand8on,  p.  77. 

f  For  an  able  illustration  of  the  statements  regarding  toleration,  we  bet;  to  refer  our  readers  to 
an  admirable  Revieir  of  Orme's  Life  of  Owen  in  the  £dinbur|(h  Christian  Instructor  fur  the  year 
J88L  On  the  subject  of  the  covenant  some  additional  remarks  will  be  found  in  a  note  to  the  fol- 
}0wing  HiMtory,  vol.  I.  p.  269— S7L 
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the  fMrlkments  and  the  liberties  of  the  kingdoms;**  and  one  reason  assig^ned  for  their 
procedore  is,  that  ''some  among  themselves  had  laboured  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
king  an  arbitrary  and  unHmited  power,  destructive  to  the  privileges  of  the  parliaments 
fend  the  liberties  of  the  subject"  *  We  appeal  to  the  incontestable  &ct  that  in  the  period 
in  ^peation  there  were  only  two  parties  struggling  for  the  ascendancy ;  and  therefore,  if 
the  interests  of  civil  liberty  were  not  to  be  found  on  the  one  side,  they  certainly  could 
not  be  found  on  the  other.  We  appeal  to  another  hxX  equally  striking ;  that  while  the 
oorenanters  were  divided  among  themselves  in  regard  to  certain  questions  of  an  eccle- 
uastioo-political  character,  they  were  united  hand  and  heart  in  their  views  of  civil  inter- 
ests and  in  the  measures  necessary  to  secure  them.  We  appeal  further  to  the  writings 
of  those  men,  the  Lex  Rex  by  Rutherford,  the  Apologetical  Relation  by  Brown  of 
Wamphray,  Naphtali  by  Mr  Stirling  of  Paisley,  and  Sir  James  Stewart  of  Goodtrees,  and 
indeed  to  the  whole  strain  of  their  writings ;  and  we  ask,  are  not  the  principles  contained 
in  these  works  precisely  the  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  British  consti- 
tution, and  which  secure  at  once  the  honour  of  the  sovereign  in  subordination  to  law, 
and  the  rights  of  the  people  in  close  connexion  with  the  honours  of  the  throne  ?  More- 
over, it  is  of  vast  moment  to  observe  that  the  leading  principle  for  which,  as  we  have 
noticed  in  a  previous  part  of  this  essay,  the  presby  tcrians  contended,  involves  in  it  the 
safety  of  civil  rights  as  well  as  of  ecdesiasticaL  Had  the  erastian  principle  been  given 
into,  that  the  king  has  the  exclusive  right  of  dictating  in  matters  which  concern  the 
government  of  the  church,  how  easy  would  have  been  the  transition  to  a  similar  claim 
in  regard  to  civil  matters,  supported  as  that  claim  would  naturally  be  by  the  whole  bench 
of  bishops  and  a  large  proportion  of  other  ^  creatures  of  his  majesty  ?"  Well  did  the 
presbyterians  see,  and  well  do  we  now  see,  that  had  not  such  a  struggle  been  made  against 
the  encroachments  of  royalty,  or  rather  of  tyranny,  under  that  name,  the  most  essential 
of  all  rights  would  have  been  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  an  absolute  monarch. 

On  the  principles  now  stated,  it  is  no  difficult  matter  to  give  a  rational  explanation  of 
some  things  in  the  history  of  those  times,  which  at  first  view  appear  somewhat  singular 
and  strange.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  a  very  sufficient  reason  for  the  uncommon 
keenness  with  which  the  Stewart  dynasty  maintained  episcopacy  in  opposition  to  presby- 
tery. Abstractly  speakiug,  forms  of  church  government  were  to  them  matters  of  abso- 
lute indifference ;  but  episcopacy  they  knew  well  to  be  a  far  more  convenient  instrument 
for  accomplishing  the  object  nearest  to  their  hearts,  the  subjugation  of  the  people.  The 
bold  republicanism  of  presbytery  stood  as  an  iron  barrier  in  their  road;  and  could 
the  Guthries,  and  the  Browns,  and  the  Camerons  been  put  to  silence,  the  flexible  spirit  of 
the  bishops  would  have  gone  sweetly  along  with  the  schemes  of  despotism. — In  the  second 
place ;  we  find  no  difficulty  in  assigning  a  reason  why  in  those  times  England  presented 
BO  very  different  a  picture  from  Scotland,  in  regard  to  the  struggles  for  liberty.  In 
England  an  unfortunate  separation  had  been  made  between  the  civil  and  the  religious 
rights  of  the  people ;  and  the  prevalence  of  independent  principles  tended  at  once  to 
detach  the  ministers  from  all  concern  in  the  civil  questions  at  issue,  and  to  destroy  that 
uion  which  is  so  essential  to  prompt  and  efficient  exertion.  In  addition  to  this,  we 
mnst  not  foi^et  the  well-known  fact,  that  most  of  the  leading  dissenting  clergy  in  Eng- 
land were  gained  over  to  the  side  of  the  court  by  liberal  pensions  from  the  royal  purse ; 
md  it  is  painful  to  record  that  Richard  Baxter  was  the  only  individual  amongst  all  the 
recipients  who  refused  acceptance  of  a  boon  so  degrading,  f     In  the  third  place ;  on  the 

*  Covenants  of  1639,  1646,  and  1618. 

f  Burnet's  History  of  bis  Own  Times,  vol.  I.  p.  172.    **  There  was  an  order  to  pay  a  yearly 
pension  of  J&iO  to  most  of  them,  and  of  £100  to  the  chief  of  the  party.     Baxter  sent  back  bis  pen- 
sion and  would  not  touch  it.     But  most  of  them  took  it."    How  different  was  th«  coM>xcX  oS  \X\^ 
Scottish  presbyterians  when  an  offer  of  £20  a-year  out  of  their  benefices  wus  madeXA  \Yv«ui\  \^>dA\% 
tpied  Mil  Indulgeaee  tojrreach^  riot  one  ofihem  all  would  accapt  \\i\s  regium  dlnm^u^^ 
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prindi^es  abore  noticed,  we  find  a  rational  explanation  of  the  reason  why  the  takings  of 
the  covenant  waa  made  a  matter  of  compulsory  obligation.  It  was  held  to  be  the  only 
safeg^nard  of  ciril  rights,  and  subscription  to  it  was  the  only  yalid  test  of  loyalty  and 
civil  obedience.  As  a  matter  of  ecclesiastical  regulation,  or  as  a  part  of  the  discipline  of 
the  church,  we  know  too  much  of  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  in  those  days,  to 
suppose  that  its  enforcement  would  have  given  them  a  moment's  concern ;  but  involving 
til  gremio  the  substantial  rights  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  no  wonder  that  they  rallied 
round  it  as  the  only  palladium  of  national  interests. 

VI.  After  all — asks  Mr  Pearson  and  those  likeminded  with  him^-why  did  our  cove 
nanting  ancestors  refuse  so  pertinaciously  to  accept  the  boon  that  was  so  repeatedly 
offered  them,  first  in  the  shape  of  an  indulgence  ;  and  afterwards  in  the  shape  of  a  liberal 
accommodation  ?    With  regard  to  the  indulgence,  we  reply,  that  a  considerable  number  of 
very  respectable  and  pious  presbyterians  did  accept  of  it,  clogged  as  it  was  with  most  galling 
conditions.    Those  who  declined  its  acceptance  acted,  we  apprehend,  on  the  most  consistent 
and  independent  principles.    The  very  acceptance  of  such  a  boon,  implied,  in  some  sense,  a 
recognition  of  the  reigning  order  of  things  in  the  church.    The  indulgence  came  in  the 
shape  of  a  commission  to  hold  a  spiritual  charge  granted  by  a  civil  power;  and  the 
reception  of  such  a  thing  as  this,  was,  in  so  far,  a  practical  renunciation  of  the  grand 
principles  of  presbyterianism.     Besides,  the  indulgences  were  generally  clogged  i^'ith 
many  objectionable  clauses.     Ministers,  though  tolerated  in  certain  parishes,  were  prohi- 
bited from  exercising  many  of  their  essential  fiinctions,  such  as  lecturing,  catechising, 
exercising  discipline,  and  sitting  n-ith  their  ruling  elders  in  church  courts.    Moreover 
there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt,  that  although  Leighton  and  Burnet  were  actuated  with 
moderate  views  in  obtaming  the  first  indulgence  for  the  presbyterians,  it  soon  appeared 
to  Lauderdale  and  other  secular  politicians,  that  the  granting  of  such  boons  was  one  of 
the  most  likely  means  to  injure  the  covenanting  interest,  as  it  divided  the  friends  of 
presbyterianism.    It  was  on  this  account  that  those  enemies  of  the  presbyterian  church, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  violently  opposed  the  indulgences,  at  length  came  not  only  to 
allow,  but  to  press  them  with  eagerness.    They  formed  a  hone  of  contention  among  the 
adherents  of  the  covenanting  interest ;  and  never  was  a  persecuting  dynasty  more 
successful  in  prosecuting  their  measures  than  the  dominant  party  in  Scotland  were,  by 
means  of  these  deceitful  indulgences.*    Even  archbishop  Sharpe,  immediately  after  the 
attempt  on  his  life,  by  James  Mitchell,  having  been  called  up  to  London  to  receive  some 
mark  of  the  royal  favour,  professed  to  approve,  "  in  general  terms,*'  as  Burnet  says,  **  of  the 
methods  of  gentleness  and  moderation  then  in  vogue."     When  he  came  back  to  Scotland, 
he  moved,  in  council,  that  an  indulgence  might  be  granted  to  **  some  of  the  more  resolute 
men,  with  certain  restraints,  such  as  that  they  should  not  speak  nor  preach  against 
episcopacy,  and  that  they  should  not  admit  to  either  of  the  sacraments  any  belonging  to 
the  neighbouring  parishes  without  the  concurrence  of  the  ministers  of  these  parishes,"  &c 
all  with  an  evident  intention  to  render  any  liberty  that  might  be  conceded  unavailing  to 
the  presbjrterians,  and  all  in  the  issue  adopted  to  the  fullest  extent     So  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  discover,  however,  this  motion  of  Sharpe  in  the  council  was  productive  of 
nothing  &rther  on  the  subject  at  the  time,  than  preparing  the  council  for  prelimiting  any 
indulgence  that  might  be  granted.     Burnet  unequivocally  claims  the  merit  (we  may, 
perhaps,  rather  say  the  demerit)  of  having  brought  about  tliat  measure,  so  hurtful  to  the 
presbyterian  interest     "  I,"  says  he,  "  having  got  the  best  information  I  could  of  the 
state  of  the  country,  UTote  a  long  account  of  all  I  had  heard,  to  the  lord  Tweeddale,  and 
concluded  it  with  an  advice  to  put  some  of  the  more  moderate  of  the  presbyterians  into  the 
vacant  churches.     Sir  Robert  Murray  told  me  the  letter  was  so  well  liked  that  it  was 

*  Tbaae  who  whh  to  examine  this  subject  more  fuWv,  mnY  t**^*  viMVi  %,^v%Xk\»%tt«  '^T^Nni't 
^matfoftbe  Jndulgmnce^  with  the  Answer  to  it;  and  tbe  /iv»W*^^^^ '^BjiJ^vVsm. 
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read  to  the  king.  Such  a  letter  would  have  ugnified  nothingr  if  lord  Tweeddale  had  nol 
been  fixed  in  the  game  notion.  He  had  now  m  plausible  thing  to  support  it.  So  my 
principles  and  zeal  for  the  church,  and  I  know  not  what  besides,  were  raised  to  make 
my  adrice  signify  somewhat  And  it  was  said  I  was  the  man  that  went  most  entirely 
into  Leighton*s  maxims.  So^  this  indiscreet  letter  of  mine,  sent,  without  oommunieating 
it  to  Leighton,  gave  the  deciding  stroke.  And  it  may  easily  be  believed  it  drew  much 
hatred  on  me  from  all  that  either  knew  it  or  did  suspect  it"  The  cunning  scheme  of 
Burnet  did  not  at  first  meet  the  views  of  the  more  violent  persecutors ;  but  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  scheme,  as  proposed  by  Leighton  and  Burnet,  was,  from  the  very 
outset,  designed  to  promote  the  ends  of  episcopacy,  by  moderate  means.  The  letter 
which  was  written  to  Lord  Tweeddale  on  this  occasion,  was  probably  the  letter  which  is 
aUnded  to  by  Wodrow  in  his  first  notice  of  the  affiur,  and  the  writer  of  that  letter  thus 
goes  on  to  state  the  result  of  it  "  The  king  wrote  a  letter  to  the  privy  council,  ordering 
them  to  indulge  such  of  the  presbyterians  as  were  peaceable  and  lojral,  so  &r  as  to 
suffer  them  to  serve  in  vacant  churches,  though  they  did  not  submit  to  the  present 
establishment ;  and  he  required  them  to  set  them  such  rules  as  might  preserve  order  and 
peace,  and  to  look  well  to  the  execution  of  them ;  and  for  such  as  could  not  be  provided  in 
churches  at  that  time,  he  ordered  a  pension  of  j£20  sterling,  a-year,  to  be  paid  every  one 
of  them  as  long  as  they  lived  orderly.  Nothing  followed  on  the  second  article  of  this 
letter.  The  presbyterians  looked  on  this  as  the  king's  hire  to  be  silent  and  not  to  do 
their  duty,  and  none  of  them  would  accept  of  it"*  On  occasion  of  the  second  indulgence, 
Boraet's  advice  was,  that  **  all  the  outed  ministers  should  be  employed,  and  kept  from 
^^aing  round  the  uninfected  parts  of  the  kingdom;**  and  "  that  they  should  be  confined  to 
their  parishes,  not  to  stir  out  of  them  without  leave  from  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  or 
privy  councillor;  and  that  upon  transgressing  the  rules  that  should  be  set  them,  a 
proportion  of  the  benefice  should  be  forfeited  and  applied  to  some  pious  use.  Lord 
Lauderdale  heard  me,"  says  he,  **  to  an  end«  and  then  without  arguing  one  word  upon 
any  one  branch  of  this  scheme,  he  desired  me  to  put  it  in  writing,  which  I  did ;  and  the 
next  year  when  he  came  down  again  to  Scotland,  he  made  me  write  out  my  paper,  and 
turned  it  into  the  style  of  instruction."-|-  After  this  simple  and  candid  statement  of  the 
origin  and  design  of  the  indulgence,  we  apprehend  it  would  be  superfluous  to  say  a  word 
more  about  its  nature.  That  the  terms  on  which  it  was  granted  were  utterly  subversive 
of  presbyterian  principles,  we  presume  will  be  disputed  by  no  man  who  thoroughly 
understands  them.  Whatever  he  may  think  of  the  truth  of  these  principles,  he  must 
allow  that  the  scheme  of  indulgence  was  really  a  snake  in  the  grass  ;  and  his  only  wonder 
most  be,  that  any  sound-headed  and  sound-hearted  presbyterian  was  ever  gulled  into  the 
acceptance  of  it.  Even  Burnet  himself  speaks  of  it  as  **  probable  that  Lauderdale  had 
secret  directions  to  spoil  the  matter,  and  that  he  intended  to  deceive  them  a//."  j: 

In  the  present  day  there  is  not,  we  believe,  a  Christian  of  any  denomination  who  does 
not  lament  the  diflferences  which  arose  among  the  presbyterians,  or  who  does  not  think 
that  all  diversities  of  opinion  ought  to  have  been  merged  in  one  common  zeal  for  the 
cause  in  which  all  were  so  deeply  interested.  In  tracing  the  history  of  those  differences, 
however,  we  must  look  to  a  period  long  prior  to  the  era  of  the  first  indulgence.  The 
grand  source  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  the  famous  question  between  the  resolutioners 
and  the  protesters,  which,  for  ten  years  previous  to  the  restoration,  had  divided  the 
chorch,  and  the  miserable  result  of  which  was  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  want  of 
united  and  hearty  co-operation,  at  a  time  when  Charles  and  his  Scottish  parliament  were 
raxing  the  very  foundations  of  presbyterianism.    Beyond  all  question,  these  differences  of 
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■entiment  ou^ht  to  have  been  entirely  foi^tten  at  a  period  when  all  were  called  to  unite 
in  opposition  to  a  common  enemy.  The  feeble  and  disjointed  measures  of  the  resolo- 
tioners  presented  a  melancholy  contrast  with  the  firm  unanimity  of  the  earlier  reformers 
of  Scotland ;  while  the  boldness  of  the  protesters  fiiiled  of  its  laudable  object,  by  reascm 
of  the  jealousies  between  them  and  their  brethren  on  the  other  side ;  and  thus  both 
became  an  easy  prey  to  the  common  foe.  Still  there  is  reason  to  think  that  both  parties, 
when  called  to  suffer  together  in  the  fire  of  a  common  persecution,  would  soon  have  been 
melted  into  a  close  and  indissoluble  union,  had  not  other  causes  of  disunion  been  ori^nated. 
Among^  these,  the  indulo^ence  is  by  fur  the  most  prominent,  and  the  enemy,  in  applying 
it  as  an  instrument  of  division  among  the  presbyterians  of  Scotland,  was,  alas !  but  too 
successful  In  looking  at  the  indulgence  itself,  we  have  cause  to  lament  that  the  bait 
which  it  held  out  was  so  readily  laid  hold  of  by  the  friends  of  the  good  cause ;  but  in 
looking  at  the  question  which  it  inyolved,  we  have  reason  to  blame  the  violence  and 
obstinacy  of  those  who  would  not  make  common  cause  with  the  indulged  against  a  party 
who  were  bent  on  the  destruction  of  both.  To  this  unreasonable  pertinacity  we  have  to 
ascribe  not  only  the  fatal  issue  at  Bothwell,  but  likewise  most  of  the  evib  which,  firom 
that  period,  befel  the  interests  of  presbyterianism  in  Scotland.  On  this  subject  I  have  pecu- 
liar pleasure  in  quoting  the  judicious  remarks  of  an  author  to  whom  the  literature  and 
the  religion  of  Scotland  are  under  obligations  of  no  ordinary  kind.  Speaking  of  the 
quarrels  among  the  presbyterians,  previous  to  the  battle  at  Bothwell  Bridge,  Dr  M'Crie 
thus  expresses  himself: — **  This  dissention  was  a  main  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  present 
attempt  to  redress  national  grievances.  Hamilton  and  his  party  acted  on  the  principle, 
that  it  was  unlawful  to  associate,  for  vindicating  their  civil  and  religious  rights,  with  any 
but  those  with  whom  they  could  join  in  church-communion ;  or,  which  amounts  to  the 
same  thing,  that  it  behoved  them  to  introduce  into  the  state  of  their  quarrel,  as  appearing 

.  in  arms,  a  condemnation  of  every  thing  in  relation  to  the  public  interests  of  religion 
which  was  sinful  or  unscriptural ;  a  principle  which,  while  it  involved  them  in  that  very 
confounding  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  matters  against  which  they  inveighed  so  loudly 
under  the  name  of  Erastianism,  tended  to  rivet  the  chains  of  servitude  on  themselves  and 
the  nation.  Into  this  error  they  appear  to  have  been  betrayed  partly  by  mistaken 
notions  of  the  controversy  which  had  formerly  arisen  respecting  the  Public  Resolutions. 
What  the  more  honest  party  at  that  period  opposed  was,  the  admitting  to  places  of  power 
and  trust  of  such  as  had  shown  by  their  previous  conduct  that  they  were  enemies  to  the 
reformation  introduced  into  church  and  state,  and  would  use  the  power  intrusted  to  them 
to  overturn  it.  This  could  not  be  said  of  those  who  had  accepted  of  or  acquiesced  in 
the  Indulgence,  and  still  less  of  those  whom  Hamilton's  friends  \iTangled  with  so  fiercely, 
who  protested  solemnly  that  they  disapproved  of  the  Indulgence,  and  whose  former 
conduct  vouched  for  the  sincerity  of  their  protestations.  Another  remark  is  suggested 
by  the  facts  here  referred  to.  If  ministers  of  the  gospel  would  preserve  their  usefulness 
and  respectability,  they  must  guard  their  independence  on  the  side  of  the  people  as  well  as 
of  civil  rulers.  Provided  they  become  ^  the  servants  of  men,''  it  matters  not  much  whether 
their  masters  wear  a  crown  or  a  bonnet ;  and  if,  instead  of  going  before  the  people  to 
point  out  to  them  the  path  of  duty,  and  checking  them  when  they  are  ready  to  run  into 
extremes,  they  wait  to  receive  directions  from  them,  and  suffer  themselves  to  be  borne 
along  by  the  popular  stream,  the  consequences  cannot  fiiil  to  be  fatal  to  both.  Firm  and 
tenamous  of  his  purpose,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  while  gentle  to  all,  ought  to  hold  on 
the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  unmoved  equally  by  the  frown  of  the  tjrrant,  the  cry  of  the 
multitude,  and  the  dictates  of  forward  individuals,  good  and  well-meaning  men  it  may  be, 
but  who  **  cannot  see  afar  off,"  and  just  need  the  more  to  be  led  that  they  think  them- 
lelves  capable  of  being  leaders.  An  opposite  conduct  on  the  part  of  two  or  three 
minwten  tended  to  foster  ihw»  extravagant  opinions  and  pTaictic«a  ado\)ted  by  some 
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rhich  their  best  fnendsy  though  they  may  ezcii8e»  will  not  be  able  to  defend,  and  should 
ot  seek  to  Tindicate."* 

The  wcheme  of  aecommodation  was  yery  near  akin  to  that  of  the  indulgence.  As  it 
riginated  with  Leighton  and  Burnet,  and  as  the  latter  of  these  writers  may  be  justly 
eld  as  the  most  likely  person  to  give  an  impartial  account  oi  it,  we  shall  quote  largely 
rem  his  history  of  the  whole  transaction.  We  strongly  suspect  that,  after  perusing  what 
dUows,  some  readers  will  be  ready  to  think  that  the  archbishop  and  his  friend  Burnet; 
rhile  they  drank  at  the  comparatively  pure  streams  of  Jansenist  theology  on  the  Conti- 
inent,  had  quaffed  also  a  little  of  the  nectar  of  Jesuitism.  ^ 

**  The  king  (in  England)  was  now  upon  measures  of  moderation  and  comprehension. 
io  these  were  also  pursued  in  Scotland.  Leighton  was  the  only  person  among  the 
•ishops  who  dedared  for  these  methods ;  and  he  made  no  step  without  talking  it  over  to 
oe.  A  great  many  churches  were  already  vacant  The  people  fell  off  entirely  from  all 
he  episcopal  clergy  in  the  western  counties ;  and  a  set  of  hot  fiery  young  teachers  went 
boot  among  them,  inflaming  them  more  and  more.  So  it  was  necessary  to  find  a 
emedy  for  this.  Leighton  proposed  that  a  treaty  should  be  set  on  foot,  in  order  to  the 
«oommodating  our  differences,  and  for  changing  the  laws  that  had  carried  the  episcopal 
nthority  much  higher  than  any  of  the  bishops  themselves  put  in  practice.  He  saw  both 
horch  and  state  were  rent— religion  was  like  to  be  lost—popery  or  rather  barbarity  was 
ike  to  come  in  upon  us,  and,  therefore,  he  proposed  such  a  scheme,  as  he  thought  might 
lave  taken  in  the  soberest  men  of  presbyterian  principles ;  reckoning  that,  if  the  schism 
ionld  be  once  healed,  and  order  be  once  restored^  it  might  be  easy  to  bring  things  into 
sch  management  that  the  concessions  then  to  be  offered  should  do  no  great  hurt  at 
Nresent,  and  should  die  with  that  generation.  He  observed  the  extraordinary  conces- 
aotts  made  by  the  African  church  to  the  Donalists,  who  were  every  whit  as  wild  and 
UEtravagant  as  our  people  were ;  therefore  he  went,  indeed,  very  fiur  in  extenuating  the 
spiaoopal  authority ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  easy  afterwards  to  recover  what  seemed 
lecessary  to  be  yielded  at  present 

^  He  proposed  that  the  church  should  be  governed  by  the  bishops,  and  their  clergy 
■ixiiig  together  in  the  church  judicatories ;  in  which  the  bishop  should  act  only  as  a  pre- 
odent,  and  be  determined  by  the  majority  of  his  presbyters,  both  in  matters  of  jurisdiction 
ind  ordination ;  and  that  the  presbyterians  should  be  allowed,  when  they  sat  down  first 
n  these  judicatories,  to  declare,  that  their  sitting  under  a  bishop,  was  submitted  to  by 
hem  only  for  peace  sake,  with  a  reservation  of  their  opinion  with  relation  to  any  such 
iresidency ;  and  that  no  negative  vote  should  be  claimed  by  the  bishop— that  bishops 
thoold  go  to  the  churches,  in  which  such  as  were  to  be  ordained  were  to  serve,  and  hear 
ind  discuss  any  exceptions  that  were  made  to  them,  and  ordain  them  with  the  concur- 
■enoe  of  the  presbytery — that  such  as  were  to  be  ordained  should  have  leave  to  declare 
:heir  opinion,  if  they  thought  the  bishop  was  only  the  head  of  the  presbyters.  And  he 
ilso  proposed  that  there  should  be  provincial  synods,  to  sit  in  course  every  third  year,  or 
oftener,  if  the  king  should  summon  them,  in  which  complaints  of  the  bishops  should  be 
received,  and  they  should  be  censured  accordingly.  The  laws  that  settled  episcopacy, 
lod  the  authority  of  a  national  synod,  were  to  be  altered  according  to  this  scheme.  To 
justify,  or  rather  to  excuse  these  concessions,  which  left  little  more  than  the  name  of  a 
tnshop,  he  said,  as  for  their  protestation,  it  would  be  little  minded,  and  soon  foigotten ; 
the  world  would  see  the  union  that  would  be  again  settled  among  us,  and  the  protestation 
would  lie  dead  in  the  books  and  die  with  those  that  made  it  As  for  the  negative  vote, 
bishops  generally  managed  matters  so  that  they  had  no  occasion  for  it— but  if  it  should 
be  found  necessary,  it  might  be  lodged  in  the  king's  name  with  some  secular  person,  who 
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tlioiild  interpose  as  often  as  the  bishop  saw  it  was  expedient  to  use  it;  and  if  the  present 
race  eoold  but  be  laid  in  their  gnves  in  peace,  all  those  heats  would  abate  if  not  quite 
fiill  off.  He  also  thought  it  was  a  much  decenter  thing,  for  bishops  to  go  upon  the  place 
where  the  minister  was  to  serre,  and  to  ordain  after  solemn  fiuting  and  prayer,  than  to 
huddle  it  up  at  their  cathedrals,  with  no  solemnity  and  scarce  with  common  decency.  It 
seemed  also  reasonable,  that  bishops  should  be  liable  to  censure  as  well  as  other  people, 
and  that,  in  a  fixed  court,  which  was  to  consist  of  bishops  and  deans,  and  two  chosen 
from  every  presbytery.  The  liberty  offered  to  such  as  were  to  be  ordained,  to  declare 
their  opinion,  was  the  hardest  part  of  the  whole.  It  looked  like  the  perpetuating  a  Cmv 
tious  and  irregular  humour.  But  few  would  make  use  of  it  All  the  churches  in  the 
gift  of  the  king,  or  of  the  bishops,  would  go  to  men  of  other  principles.  But  though 
some  things  of  an  ill  digestion  were  at  such  a  time  admitted,  yet,  if  by  these  means  tiie 
schism  could  be  once  healed,  and  the  nation  again  settled  in  a  peaceable  state,  the  advan- 
tage of  that  would  balance  all  that  was  lost  by  those  abatements  that  were  to  be  made 
in  the  episcopal  authority,  which  had  been  raised  too  high,  and  to  correct  that  was  to 
be  let  fidl  too  low,  if  it  were  not  for  the  good  that  was  to  be  hoped  for  from  this  accom- 
modation— for  this  came  to  be  the  word,  as  comprehension  was  in  England.  He  pro- 
posed farther  that  a  treaty  might  be  set  on  foot,  for  bringing  the  presbyterians  to  accept 
of  these  concessions.  The  earl  of  Kincardine  was  against  all  treating  with  them — they 
were  a  trifling  sort  of  disputatious  people— they  would  fall  into  much  wrangling,  and  ^ 
would  subdivide  among  themselves;  and  the  young  and  ignorant  men  among  them,  that 
were  accustomed  to  popular  declamations,  would  say.  Here  was  a  bargain  made  to  sell 
Christ's  kingdom  and  his  prerogative.  He  therefore  proposed,  that,  since  we  knew  both 
their  principles  and  their  tempers,  we  ought  to  carry  the  concessions  as  fiir  as  it  was 
either  reasonable  or  expedient,  and  pass  these  into  laws — and  then  they  would  submit 
to  a  settlement  that  was  made,  and  that  could  not  be  helped,  more  easily  than  give  a  con- 
sent before  hand  to  any  thing  that  seemed  to  intrench  on  that  which  they  called  the 
liberty  of  the  church.  Leighton  did  fully  agree  with  him  in  this.  But  lord  Lauderdale 
would  never  consent  to  that.  He  said,  a  law  that  did  so  entirely  change  the  constitution 
of  the  church,  when  it  came  to  be  passed  and  printed,  would  be  construed  in  England  as 
a  pulling  down  of  episcopacy,  unless  he  could  have  this  to  say  in  excuse  for  it,  that  the 
presbyterians  were  willing  to  come  under  that  model.  So  he  said,  since  the  load  of 
what  was  to  be  done  in  Scotland,  would  ftdl  heaviest  on  him,  he  would  not  expose  him- 
self so  much,  as  the  passing  any  such  act  must  certainly  do,  till  he  knew  what  effects 
would  follow  on  it     So  we  were  forced  to  try  how  to  deal  with  them  in  a  treaty. 

**  1  was  sent  to  propose  this  scheme  to  Hutchison,  who  was  esteemed  the  leamedest 
man  among  them.  But  I  was  only  to  try  him,  and  to  talk  of  it  as  a  notion  of  my  own. 
He  had  married  my  cousin-german,  and  I  had  been  long  acquainted  with  him.  He 
looked  on  it  as  a  project  that  would  never  take  effect — so  he  would  not  give  his  opinion 
•bout  it  He  said.  When  these  concessions  were  passed  into  laws,  he  would  know  what 
he  should  think  of  them — ^but  he  was  one  of  many,  so  he  avoided  to  declare  himself. 
The  next  thing  under  consideration  was,  how  to  dispose  of  the  many  vacancies,  and  how 
to  put  a  stop  to  conventicles.  Leighton  proposed  that  they  should  be  kept  still  vacant 
while  the  treaty  was  on  foot;  and  that  the  presbyterians  should  see  how  much  the 
government  was  in  earnest  in  the  design  of  bringing  them  to  serve  in  the  church,  when 
so  many  places  were  kept  open  for  them. 

**  The  earl  of  Tweeddale  thought  the  treaty  would  run  into  a  great  length,  and  to 
many  niceties,  and  would  perhaps  come  to  nothing  in  conclusion.  So  he  proposed  the 
granting  some  of  the  outed  ministers  leave  to  go  and  serve  in  those  parishes  by  an  act 
of  the  king's  indulgence,  from  whence  it  came  to  be  called  the  indulgence.  Leighton 
was  j^gniagi  thia.    He  thovghi  nothing  would  bring  on  the  presbyterians  to  a  treaty,  so 
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I  hopes  of  being  again  suffered  to  return  to  their  beiielioe»— whereas^  if  they 
dmitted  to  them,  they  would  reckon  they  had  gained  their  point,  and  would 
backward.  I  was  desired  to  go  into  the  western  parts,  and  to  give  a  true 
natters,  as  I  found  them  there.  So  I  went,  as  in  a  visit  to  the  duke  of 
rhose  dutchess  was  a  woman  of  great  piety  and  great  parts— she  had  much 
g  them,  for  she  passed  for  a  zealous  presbyterian,  though  she  protested  to 
er  entered  into  the  points  of  controversy,  and  had  no  settled  opinion  about 
remment,  only  she  thought  their  ministers  were  good  men,  who  kept  the 
preat  quiet  and  order.  They  were,  she  said,  blameless  in  their  lives,  devout 
r,  and  diligent  in  their  labours.  The  people  were  all  in  a  phrensy,  and  were 
isition  to  any  treaty.  The  most  furious  men  among  them  were  busy  uk 
i,  inflaming  them  against  all  agreements— -so  she  thought  that  if  the  more 
"esbyterians  were  put  in  vacant  churches,  the  people  would  grow  tamer,  and 
t  of  the  hands  of  the  mad  preachers  that  were  then  most  in  vogue.  This 
nrise  create  a  confidence  in  them — ^for  they  were  now  so  possessed  witii 
IS  to  believe  that  all  that  was  proposed,  was  only  an  artifice  to  make  them 
og  themselves,  and  deceive  them  at  last  This  seemed  reasonable,  and  she 
r  the  more  moderate  of  them  to  come  to  me,  and  they  all  talked  in  the  same 

(ring  sentences  speak  volumes  on  the  subject  ^  Sharp  cried  out  that  episeo- 
be  undermined  since  the  negative  vote  was  to  be  let  go.  The  inferior  clergy 
t  if  it  took  effect  and  the  presbyterians  were  to  be  generally  brought  into 
€jf  would  be  neglected,  and  that  their  people  would  forsake  them.  So  they 
[lole  thing.  The  bigotted  presbjrterians  thought  it  was  a  snare,  and  the  doing 
had  a  fair  appearance  at  present,  and  was  meant  only  to  lay  that  genera- 
graves  in  peace  ;  by  which  means  episcopacy,  that  was  then  shaking  over 
n,  would  come  to  have  another  root,  and  grow  again  out  of  that  But  the 
part  of  the  nation  approved  of  the  design ;  and  they  reckoned,  either  we 
our  point,  and  then  all  would  be  at  quiet ;  or,  if  such  offers  were  rejected  by 
srians,  it  would  discover  their  temper,  and  alienate  all  indifferent  men  from 
the  nation  would  be  convinced  how  unreasonable  and  stubborn  they  were, 
worthy  they  were  of  any  farther  fevour.**  f  How  far  the  "  bigotted  presby^ 
re  warranted  to  think  of  the  accommodation  as  a  **  snare,"  may  be  very  fairly 
n  the  bishop's  own  statements  above.  But  in  case  there  should  be  any  dim- 
»n  yet  remaining  in  any  quarter,  we  shall  favour  Mr  Pearson  and  his  readers 
sentences  from  an  authority  which  they  will  not  lightly  set  aside.  "Although 
ions  to  which  Leighton  was  prepared  to  proceed  went  near  to  vacate  the 
fice,  yet  he  thought  them  justified  by  the  improbability  of  their  permanence  ; 
ted  that  when  the  present  race  of  untametMe  zealots  was  laid  in  the  grave, 
>f  peace  had  allowed  scope  for  a  revival  of  good  sense  and  charity,  there 
readiness  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  reinvest  the  bishop  with  such  preroga- 
)  had  been  unreasonably  compelled  to  sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  religions 
Moreover,  mark  what  follows,  and  cease  to  wonder  that  men  of  less 
than  our  sharp-sighted  covenanting  friends  should  have  rejected  the  overtures 
earted  and  insincere :  **  The  most  ardent  promoters  of  the  accommodation, 
them  the  king,  were  men  whom  it  were  dotage  to  imagine  under  the  influence 
principle ;  and  the  whole  project  was  undisguisedly  detested  by  the  bench  of 


•  Burnet*«  History,  vol.  i.  p.  602—608. 
jh   Burnet,  vol.  I.  p.  6S6. 
rdibishop  Leigh toD,  prenxed  to  hit  worka,  by  JoAn  Gorman  Psorsont  K.^^\ki^V» 
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bitliop<»  and  by  the  inaas  of  the  episoopaliaii  clergy.  Under  these  drcnmstaiices,  th? 
jetlonsy  of  the  coyenanterB  admitB  of  some  palliation.  They  might  apprehend  that 
however  sincere  Leighton  himself  was,  they  still  had  no  guarantee  for  those  stipulations 
being  fulfilled,  the  execution  of  which  depended  on  others  more  than  on  himself.  They 
might  fear  that  episcopacy,  like  the  Vuhna  of  Hmdostan^  if,  by  creeping  in  under  a  pig- 
my form,  it  should  wheedle  them  out  of  just  room  enough  to  stand  upon,  would  stnught- 
way  dilate  into  a  giant  bulk,  touch  the  heayens  with  its  head,  and  bestride  'the  narrow 
world ;'  and  tread  to  the  dust  that  venerable  structure  within  the  pale  of  which  it  had 
been  rashly  admitted."  * 

Of  this  *  venerable  structure,"  king  James  himself  did  once  entertain  a  very  fair 
opinion,  when,  in  the  general  assembly  at  Edinbuigh,  August  1590,  with  uplifted  bands, 
and  uncovered,  he  thus  gave  vent  to  his  feelings : — ^  I  praise  Ood  I  was  bom  in  such  a 
time  as  in  the  time  of  the  light  of  the  gospel ;  to  such  a  place  as  to  be  king  of  such  a 
kirk,  the  sincerest  kirk  of  the  world.  The  kirk  of  Geneva  keep  pasche  and  yule.  What 
have  they  for  them  ?  They  have  no  institution.  As  for  our  neighbour  kirk  of  England, 
their  service  is  an  ill  said  masse  in  English ;  they  want  nothing  of  the  masse  but  the 
liftings,  I  charge  yon,  my  good  people,  ministers,  doctors,  elders,  nobles,  gentlemen, 
and  barons,  to  stand  to  your  purity,  and  to  exhort  the  people  to  do  the  same.  And  I, 
forsooth,  so  long  as  I  breuk  my  life  and  crown,  shall  maintain  the  same  against  aU 
deadlyr 

Paidej/i  December  18, 1828. 


Pearson's  Life  of  Leightoo,  p.  c. 
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No.  I. 

Testwumieafrom  Sir  Walter  Scott, 

Since  writiog  the  above  I  have  pernsed  the  second  series  of  the  "  Tales  of  a  Grandfather," 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  covenanters  of  the  persecuting 
age  should  be  very  particular  favourites  with  the  distinguished  baronet;  nor  need  we 
wonder  that  he  should  have  lavished  on  such  men  as  the  marquis  of  Montrose  and  the 
viscount  Dundee  an  admiration  and  a  praise  which  the  voice  of  impartial  history  will 
not  warrant  Still  it  is  agreeable  to  find  that  Sir  Walter  does  not  venture  to  question 
the  &ct  that  there  actually  was  a  persecution;  while  he  crowns  with  the  laurels  of  a 
weU-merited  fame  the  deeds  and  the  sufferings  of  the  Guthries,  and  the  Mackails,  and 
the  Browns,  of  our  presbyterian  martyrology ;  and  on  the  whole,  the  book  does  leave  on 
the  mind  of  the  reader  an  impression  oy  no  means  unfavourable  to  the  memory  of  our 
covenanting  forefathers.  I  shall  select  a  few  specimens  illustrative  of  the  author's  senti- 
ments rega^ng  some  of  the  most  prominent  subjects  of  the  following  history. 

The  firat  extract  respects  the  character  of  the  presbyterian  clergy  in  the  reign  of 
James  VI.  and  the  earner  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  If,  as  Su*  W.  thinks,  their 
successors  were  deteriorated  by  means  of  the  politico-theological  contests  of  the  times, 
this  was  the  result  of  circumstances  which  thev  could  not  control  The  substratum 
was  the  same ;  and  presbyterianism  was  equally  mvourable  in  both  periods  to  excellence 
of  character. 

"  They,'*  the  presbjrterian  clergy,  "  were  endeared  to  the  people  by  the  purity  of  their 
lives,  by  the  depth  of  learning  possessed  by  some,  and  the  powerful  talents  exhibited  by 
others ;  above  all,  perhaps,  by  the  willingness  with  whicn  they  submitted  to  poverty, 
penalties,  and  banishment,  rather  than  betray  the  cause  which  they  consioered  as 
sacred."  p.  82. 

**  The  presbyterian  preachers,  in  throwing  away  the  external  pomp  and  ceremonial  of 
religious  worship,  had  inculcated  in  its  place,  the  most  severe  oibservation  of  morality. 
It  was  objected  to  them,  indeed,  that  as  in  their  model  of  church  government,  the  Scot- 
tish deigy  claimed  an  undue  influence  over  state  afibirs,  so  in  their  professions  of 
doctrine  and  practice,  they  vei^ged  towards  an  ascetic  system,  in  which  too  much  weight 
was  laid  on  venial  transgressions,  and  the  opinions  of  other  Christian  churches  were 
treated  with  too  little  liberality.  But  no  one  who  considers  their  works,  and  their 
history,  can  deny  to  those  respectable  men,  the  merit  of  practising,  in  the  most  rifid 
extent,  the  strict  doctrines  of  morality  which  they  taught  They  despised  wealth; 
shunned  even  harmless  pleasures,  and  acquired  the  love  of  their  flocks  by  attending  to 
their  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  diseases.  They  preached  what  they  themselves  sin- 
cerely believed,  and  they  were  believed  because  they  spoke  with  all  the  earnestness  of 
conviction.  They  spared  neither  example  nor  precept  to  improve  the  more  ignorant  of 
their  hearers,  and  often  endangered  their  own  hves  in  attempting  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
feuds  and  frays  which  daily  occurred  in  their  bounds."  **  Tne  clergy  of  that  day  were 
frequently  respectable  from  their  birth  and  connexions,  often  from  their  learning,  and  at 
all  times  from  their  character.  These  qualities  enabled  them  to  interfere  with  effect, 
even  in  the  feuds  of  the  barons  and  gentry  ;  and  they  often  brought  to  milder  and  more 
peaceful  thoughts,  men  who  would  not  have  listened  to  any  other  intercessors.  There 
18  no  doubt,  that  these  good  men,  and  the  Christianity  which  they  taught,  were  one  of 
the  principal  means  of  correcting  the  fdrious  temper  and  revengeful  habits  of  the  Scot- 
tish nation,  in  whose  eyes  bloodshed  and  deadly  vengeance  had  been  till  then  a  virtue." 
*  Besides  the  precepts  and  examples  of  religion  and  morality,  the  encouragement  of 
general  information  and  knowledge  is  also  an  effectual  mode  of  taming  and  subduing  the 
wild  habits  of  a  military  and  barbarous  people."  **  The  preachers  of  uie  reformation  had 
appealed  to  the  scriptures  as  the  rule  of^ their  doctrine,  and  it  was  their  honourable  and 
liberal  desire,  that  tne  poorest  as  well  as  the  richest  man  should  have  an  opportunity  ol 
judging  by  his  own  perusal  of  the  sacred  volume,  whether  they  had  interpreted  the  text 
tnuy  and  faithfully.  After  noticing  honourably  the  exertions  of  the  church  to  obtain 
a  proper  system  of  national  education,  he  thus  writes :  **  At  length  the  legislature,  chiefly 
by  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  was  induced  to  authorize  the  Tio\Ae  eiAGXjsi«t\i>  vfV^m 
appoints  a  Bchool  to  be  kept  in  every  parish  of  Scotland,  at  a  \ov  tblXa  ol  «i)AoNVTGk>«DX 
m^ed,  bat  eaeb  M§  eimblee  every  poor  man  within  the  ptxisYi  to  ptocux^ioT^o^OKi^^svc 
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the  knowledge  of  readioff  and  writing ;  and  affords  an  opnortonity  for  those  who  show 
a  decided  taste  for  learning,  to  obtain  such  progress  in  classical  knowledge,  as  may  fit 
them  for  college  studies.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  opportunity  afforded,  of 
procuring  instruction  Uius  easily,  tended,  in  the  course  of  a  ^neration,  greatly  to  dvilize 
and  humanise  the  character  of  the  Scottish  nation;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  this 
general  access  to  useful  knowledge,  has  not  only  gi^en  rise  to  the  success  of  many  men 
of  genius,  who  otherwise  would  never  have  aspired  above  the^  humble  rank  in  which 
they  were  bom,  but  has  raised  the  common  people  of  Scotland  in  general,  in  kiowledj^e, 
sagacity,  and  intelligence,  many  degrees  above  those  of  most  other  countries,**  vol.  i.  pp. 
169,  174. 

Charles*  first  parliament  in  Scotland  after  the  restoration,  is  thus  described  :  "  Their 
parliament  when  they  met  were  generally,  many  of  them,  uuder  the  influence  of  ^ine, 
and  they  were  more  than  once  obliged  to  acljoum,  because  the  royal  commissiouer 
(Middleton)  was  too  intoxicated  to  behave  properly  in  the  chair."  yoL  i.  p.  178.  This 
was  the  parliament  that  abolished  presbytery,  established  episcopacy,  and  began  the  long 
career  ot  desolating  persecution. 

Of  the  horrible  system  of  intercomnnmmg  he  thus  speaks:  "  The  nearest  relations  were 
prohibited  from  assisting  each  other,  the  wife  the  husband,  the  brother  the  brother,  and 
the  parent  the  son,  if  the  sufferers  had  been  intercommuned.  The  government  of  this 
cruel  time  applied  these  ancient  and  barbarous  laws  to  the  outlawM  presbyterians  of 
the  period,  and  thus  drove  them  altogether  from  human  society.  In  danger,  want,  and 
neceshity,  the  inhabitants  of  the  wilderness,  and  expelled  from  ciyil  intercourse,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  we  find  many  of  these  wanderers  ayomng  principles  and  doctrines  hostile 
to  the  government  which  oppressed  them,  and  carrying  their  resistance  beyond  the 
bounds  of  mere  defence.  There  were  instances,  though  less  numerous  than  might  have 
been  exj>ected,  of  their  attacking  the  houses  of  the  curates,  or  of  others  by  whot»e 
information  they  had  been  accused  of  nonconformity ;  and  several  deaths  ensued  in  those 
enterprises,  as  well  as  in  skirmishes  with  the  military."  voL  iL  pp.  2^4,  225. 

Of  Mitchell's  case  we  read  as  follows :  **  It  is  shamehil  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale  would  not  permit  the  records  of  the  privy  council  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  that  some  of  the  privy  councillors  swore,  that  no  assurance  of  life  had  been 
ffranted,  although  it  is  now  to  be  seen  on  the  record.  The  unfortunate  man  was  there- 
fore condemned  Lauderdale,  it  is  said,  would  have  saved  his  life;  but  the  archbishop 
demanding  his  execution  as  necessary  to  guard  the  lives  of  privy  councillors  from  sucn 
attempts  iq  future,  the  duke  gave  up  the  cause  with  a  profiine  and  brutal  jest,  and  the 
man  was  executed,  with  more  disgrace  to  his  judges  than  to  himself,  the  consideration 
of  his  guilt  being  lost  in  the  infamous  manoeuvres  used  in  bringing  him  to  punishment.** 
yol.  iL  pp.  252,  253. 

His  opinion  of  Sharpe's  death  is  as  follows :  "  Such  was  the  progress  and  termination 
of  a  violent  and  wicked  deed,  committed  by  blinded  and  desperate  men.  It  brought 
much  scandal  on  the  presbyterians,  though  unjustly ;  for  the  moderate  persons  of  that 
persuasion,  comprehending  the  most  numerous,  and  by  far  the  most  respectable  of  the 
body,  disowned  so  cruel  an  action,  although  they  might  be  at  the  same  time  of  opinion, 
that  the  archbishop,  who  had  been  the  cause  of  many  men's  violent  death,  meritea  some 
such  conclusion  to  his  own.  He  had  some  virtues,  being  learned,  temperate,  and  living 
a  life  becoming  his  station ;  but  his  illiberal  and  intolerant  principles,  and  the  yiolences 
which  he  committed  to  enforce  them,  were  the  occasion  of  great  distress  to  Scotland, 
and  of  his  own  premature  and  bloody  end."  yoL  ii.  pp.  259,  260. 

In  addition  to  the  interesting  detaik  of  the  following  history,  those  who  desire  to  have 
a  full  and  impressive  yiew  of  the  real  character  of  those  tunes,  and  the  sufferings  of 
our  forefathers,  may  be  referred  to  such  valuable  works  as  the  following: — Black- 
adder's  Memoirs — Lives  of  Alexander  Reid— James  Nesbit— Hugh  Mackaii,  and  John 
Brown — Kirkton's  History — M'Crie's  Lives  of  Veitch  and  Bryson,  and  the  two  volumes 
Df  the  Scots  Worthies.  I  beg  also,  particularly  to  notice,  and  to  recommend  the  lieview 
of  the  First  Series  of  the  **  Tales  of  my  Landlord,*'  in  the  Christian  Luftructor,  for 
1817,  and  afterwards  published  as  a  separate  work  with  additions,  under  the  title 
of  a  "  Vindication  of  the  Covenanters.  This  truly  valuable  and  triumphant  work 
is  well  known  to  be  the  production  of  Dr  M*Crie.  In  addition  to  the  references  which 
have  been  made  to  it  in  the  previous  part  of  this  dissertation,  we  shall  give  the  following 
yaluablc  extract : — **  What  did  our  presbyterian  ancestors  do,  but  maintain  their  religious 
profession,  and  defend  their  rights  and  privileges,  against  the  attempts  which  were  made 
to  wrest  these  from  them  ?  This  was  the  body  and  front  of  their  offending.  And  were 
tbejrnot  eodtied  to  act  tbia  part  ?  Were  they  not  bouni  to  4(i  \t^  VAw^  %3L\KQ>a^h^  in 
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dischar^iiff  this  ardaoos  duty,  ia  times  of  unexampled  trial,  they  were  guilty  of  partial 
irreg^ularities,  and  some  of  them  of  indiTidual  crimes  ?  What  althougfh  the  language  io 
which  they  expressed  themselves  was  homely,  and  appears  to  our  ears  coarse,  and 
unsuitable  to  the  subject  ?  What  although  tbey  gave  a  greater  prominence  to  some 
points,  and  laid  a  greater  stress  on  some  articles,  than  we  may  now  think  they  were 
entitled  to  ?  What  dthoogh  they  discovered  an  immoderate  heat  and  irritation  ot  spirit, 
considering  the  barbarous  and  brutal  manner  in  which  they  had  long  been  treated  *^  What 
although  they  fell  into  parties,  and  quarrelled  among  themselves,  when  we  consider  the 
crafty  and  insidious  measures  employed  by  their  adversaries  to  disunite  them — and  when 
we  can  perceive  them  actuated  by  honesty  and  principle,  even  in  the  greatest  errors  into 
which  they  were  betrayed  ?  These,  granting  them  to  be  all  true,  may  form  a  proper 
subject  for  sober  statement,  and  for  cool  animadversion ;  but  never  for  turning  the  whole 
of  their  conduct  into  ridicule,  or  treating  them  with  scurrilous  buffoonery.  No  enlight- 
ened friend  to  civil  and  religious  liberty — no  person,  whose  moral  and  humane  feelings 
have  not  been  warped  by  the  most  lamentable  party-prejudices,  would  ever  think  of 
treating  them  in  this  manner.  They  were  sufierers — they  were  suffering  unjustly — 
they  were  demanding  only  what  they  were  entitled  to  enjoy — they  persevered  in  t^eir 
demands  until  they  were  successful — and  to  their  disinterested  struggles,  and  their 
astonishing  perseverance,  we  are  indebted,  under  God,  for  the  blessings  which  we 
enjoy." 


No  IL 
JIfr  Wjflie*$  Thoughts  an  the  Indulgence  and  Accommodation, 

The  following  paper,  which  has  been  copied  from  the  autograph  of  its  able  and 
veuerable  author,  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  reader.  Mr  Wylie  was  a  distinguished 
actor  in  the  scenes  of  those  times ;  and  is  firequently  spoken  of  by  our  historian.  He 
was  the  fiither  of  Mr  Robert  Wylie  of  Hamilton,  one  of  the  most  respectable  ministers 
d  his  day,  and  many  of  whose  letters  are  among  the  Wodrow  M88. 

**  I.  Is  yr  not  many  presumptiones  of  it,  that  the  prime-presser  of  this  vnion  is  favourably 
inclined  to  popery :  as  may  appeare  by  his  converse  with  men  of  that  persuasion :  by  his 
high  esteeme  of  Rombh  doctoris  and  such  as  are  pillars  of  the  Romish  church :  by  his 
affection  to  ye  litui^e,  etc :  by  his  way  its  evident  when  ye  opportunity  offereis  he  will  be 
as  ford  ward  and  more  cordiail  for  ane  vnion  with  poperie,  nor  he  is  for  ane  vnion  with 
presbytrie. 

**  2dfy,  His  designe  in  this  vnion  wold  be  considered :  which  is  not  to  weaken  much  less 
to  extirpate  episcopacy  :  it  being  the  conditio  sine  qua  non  (Episcopacy  alwayis  standing) 
and  if  so,  neyther  is  it  to  restore  presbytrie,  or  to  strenthen  the  presbyterian  party. 
But  the  reall  design  is  either  to  corrupt  them  to  a  walling  (cementing)  with  Episcopacy 
and  so  to  divid  them  from  ye  honest  people,  and  party  in  the  land  to  whom  such  a  com- 
plyance  as  b  stood  for  is  most  hatefiu :  or  if  they  prevail  not  thus,  then  by  oilumny  and 
reproach  to  expose  them  to  the  hatred  of  the  magistrat  as  ane  humorvs  vnpeaceable 
pack  that  cannot  be  endured :  so  the  intended  vnion  is  to  be  wrought  either  by  a  subtill 
reduction  and  bringing  back  of  the  presbyterian  to  that  Egypt  from  whence  he  M'as 
delivered,  or  be  ane  overtumeing  or  outtumeing  of  him,  if  he  will  not  retume.  And 
shall  any  thing  els  be  expected,  whill  as  these  Cassanderis  speak  magnefyingly  of  their 
owne,  and  slightingly  of  the  presbyterian  way. 

**  'Sdi^,  Have  wee  not  looked  vpone  Episcopacy  as  a  plant  not  of  Godes  planting,  and 
hes  not  our  Lord  said  that  every  plant  which  his  heavenly  Father  lies  not  planted  shall  be 
plucked  vp.  Why  then  shoula  any  incline  to  be  insert  in  the  same  stock  with  them, 
when  the  on  is  pulled  vp  the  other  will  be  in  hazard  ?  Is  there  not  to  all  (who  know 
wherein  the  essence  of  one  and  other  consistes)  a  manifest  incompatibility  of  the  two 
together.  Certainely  as  it  is  a  sin  to  separat  these  thingis  that  God  hes  put  together  so 
it  IS  a  sine  to  joyne  these  things  that  God  hes  separat,  both  in  the  essence  of  the  thinges, 
and  by  his  expresse  command :  it  shall  not  be  so  amongst  you  etc.  and  is  it  not  aUo 
manifest,  that  there  is  such  ane  antipathic  betwixt  things  of  human  invention  and  of 
Godes  appointement,  that  where  so  ever  they  are  planted  together  the  thriveing  of  the 
one  is  the  killing  of  the  other. 

**  ^thlj/.  May  not  experience  teach  vs  that  persons  and  places  mcMl  «A^\cXi&^  ^iv\  ^"^fe- 
qiuons  to  Epueapacf  bath  least  of  the  tnieth  of  religion,  and  ]M>w«r  oi  Qlo^id^^v^  •  ^^^ 
Bocb  of  the  mimstry  ihmt  way  baaefy  tmd  servilely  indyned,  «ad  mo«t  wijioTift»NiV>  ^« 
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IflMt  good  by  thair  ministry  in  the  diurch  for  the  aayeing  and  building  vp  oi  menee  loulet 
Tnto  eternaU  lyfe ;  and  that  partly  threw  the  di^Lik  and  prejudice  of  people  against  them, 
and  partly  throw  the  curse  of  God  ypon  them.  Its  the  ^nerall  acknowledgement  of 
the  Godly  that  they  are  not  edified  by  such  as  fall  in  with  them,  and  its  to  be  hoped 
that  no  indulged  brother  will  desire  to  be  vnder  the  same  curse. 

<*  5thiyy  Its  also  remarkable  that  where  these  bishopis  have  had,  or  have  any  persones 
or  places  vnder  their  aspect  or  shaddow,  there  proceides  from  them  such  a  malignant 
influence,  and  such  pestiferous  distillationis  towardes  the  same,  that  very  hardly  can  true 
religion,  and  the  power  of  Godlines  be  there  preserved  alive,  vpone  which  they  cast 
always  a  squint  eye  of  malice  to  keep  the  same  either  from  rooting  there,  or  that  they 
may  kill  it  with  their  overdressing  of  it,  or  by  their  power  weed  it  out 

"  6/A/^,  The  way  taken  at  this  present  tyme  exactly  and  punctually  homologates  the 
way  taken  by  the  prelatick  party  in  former  tymes,  which  wais  their  vseing  of  cuning 
trickes  of  dividing  of  their  precisian  opposites  (as  Uiey  called  them,  at  K.  J.  his  entry  to 
England)  by  qualifying  or  taking  aff  some  by  favour  and  preferment :  and  exasperating 
others  by  severity,  wnereby  these  who  should  have  joyned  foot  to  foot  and  Hidden 
throw  the  swellings  of  Joroan  in  otheris  handis  ran  severall  wayes  and  crossed  one 
anotheris  endeavoures  and  desigues :  I  need  not  instance  the  Ivk  practice  now,  which  is 
palpable  to  all :  whill  some  are  indulged  and  subtily  dealt  with  for  a  complvance :  whill 
otheris  are  not  only  slighted  but  cited  and  put  to  great  extremityis :  But  doe  wish  that 
there  be  a  joyning  of  hand  in  hand  etc. 

^  7/y,  Yealding  brethren  (if  any  such,  as  God  forbid,  there  be)  wold  seriously  consider 
whither  or  not  by  their  example  they  will  1.  confirme  the  wavering  mynded  oonformi- 
tantis :  who  with  much  doubting  and  reluctancy  (out  of  feare)  hath  slipped  on  in  the 
backslyding  course :  21^,  reduce  some  (as  yet)  vnconformable,  and  incline  them  not  to 
stand  out  any  more  vpon  poyntis  of  that  nature  as  these  who  were  looked  upon  as 
champions  do  so  easily  come  and  gang  vpon.  3^,  And  adde  more  to  the  greife  and 
smart  of  the  neremptory  adherers  to  the  presbyterian  way,  who  will  be  accounted  wild, 
refractury,  and  rebellious.  4^,  And  justifie,  both  the  severity  of  prelatis,  and  otheris 
afterward,  acfainst  these  that  shall  stand  out  vnconformable :  as  proceiding  equaly  and 
doeing  hot  their  duty,  to  God,  to  his  church,  and  to  his  maiestie : 

**  8^,  The  brethren  called  to  this  communing  (standing  as  wee  hop  and  suppose  for 
reformation)  wold  consider  their  capacity:  and  how  they  should  carry  m  their  capacity : 
as  for  their  capacity  its  oertaihly  hot  private  (tho  the  subiect  matter  of  their  communing 
be  of  publick  concernment  and  does  very  eminently  conceme  the  publick  work  of  refor- 
mation) and  so  should  not  be  medled  Hith  by  any  out  of  a  public  capacity :  next  as  they 
are  not  chosen  generally  by  those  that  adhere  to  the  reformatioun,  which  begetis  a  pre- 
judice ;  so  they  are  papped  out  (as  more  plyable  and  yeelding  persones)  by  those  who 
are  against  the  reformation,  just  as  in  a  tryali  by  collusion ;  which  thin^  is  apt  in  its  owne 
nature,  to  beget  a  deeper  and  a  blacker  prejudice;  and  tho  wee  have  not  the  least  jea- 
lousie  of  our  faithfull  brethren,  yet  this  shewes  the  subtillty  of  the  adversary  and  the 
aptness  of  the  way  taken  to  be^t  [prejudice  and  divide.  But  with  all  it  maj  show  the 
adversary  too  that  tho  he  should  gaine  a  persone  or  two  to  his  way,  yet  he  will  not  gaine 
much  to  his  cause,  their  capacity  being  bot  piivat  engageing  none  bot  themselfes.  As  to 
their  carriage  and  behaviour,  tney  wold  consider  [1.]  whether  or  not  it  were  their  best 
(as  no  doubt  it  were  their  best)  to  say  nothing  in  a  publick  cause  without  a  free  generall 
Assembly,  wherein  all  concerned  may  have  liberty  to  speak.  2/^,  as  privat  persons  they 
may  be  1.  complaineris  of  wrong,  2/^,  petidoneris  at  the  Ma^stratis  handis  for  right 
Sfyy  by  arguments  stoutly  challengs  ana  defend  the  churches  right;  for  every  privat  man 
may  defend,  and  plead  for  a  public  cause  Uio  they  may  not  enter  vpon  communing  in 
order  to  comeing  and  goeing  vpon  a  public  cause." 
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The  condition  and  drcumstances  of 


suffering  presbyterians,  it  roust  be 
owned,  altera  a  little  under  this  period,  from 
what  it  was  during  the  former.  For  near 
six  yean  after  the  restoration,  that  body 
of  religious  and  loyal  Scotsmen,  underwent 
as  much  oppression  and  injustice,  as  would 
have  put  any  almost  but  themselves,  upon 
quite  other  methods  than  they  took.  Their 
legal  securities  for  their  reformation,  and 
religious  rights,  were  removed,  their  civil 
liberties  taken  away,  their  ministere  scattered, 
and  a  company  of  men  forced  into  thdr 
churches,  whose  practice  and  morals,  as 
well  as  their  doctrine,  maSt  them  public 
nuisances.  The  prelates  are  brought  in  to 
lord  it  over  their  consciences;  piety  and 
serious  religion  is  openly  discountenanced, 
and  all  its  foUowere  almost  put  under  the 
cross:  in  short,  a  very  barbarous  military 
execution  is  made  use  of,  to  forft  all  down 
their  throat ;  and  all  liberty  of  petitioning 
and  addressing  against  those  evils,  is  dis- 
charged  under  the  highest  pains.  Yet 
presbyterians  silentiy  bear  all,  and  groan  and 
mourn  in  secret,  waiting  and  hoping,  that 
Providence  would  open  some  door  or  other 
for  their  relief;  and  humbly  praying,  that 
the  cry  of  their  oppression  wight  come  up  j 


to  heaven,  and  the  Lord  would  please  to 
appear  in  their  behalf.  Their  adversaries, 
themselves  being  judges,  nothing  hitherto  of 
rebellion  or  disloyalty  can  be  laid  to  their 
chai^;  yea,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  scarce 
a  greater  instance  of  patience  and  modera- 
tion, can  be  given  in  any  party  in  Britain. 
Witii  the  greatest  temper  they  bore  the  most 
arbitrary  finings,  with  the  illegal  and  military 
exaction  of  tiiem ;  the  outing  and  confine- 
ment of  their  worthy  ministere ;  the  calum- 
nious and  invidious  declarations,  that  their 
wcnrshipping  Ood  was  sedition,  and  the  bitter 
prosecution,  even  unto  death,  of  some  of  the 
best  of  their  nobility,  gentry,  and  ministere. 
Under  all  this  they  o£fered  not  to  stir,  till 
abused  with  military  violence;  and  even 
then,  only  sought  redress  of  these  grievances 
fix>m  their  pereecutore,  whom  they  owned  as 
lawful  magistrates.  True  it  is,  they  peti- 
tioned in  arms;  but  then  it  was  under  a 
government,  where  petitioning,  as  well  as 
defensive  arms,  were  discharged  as  seditious. 
How  littie  reason  the  advocates  for  passive 
obedience  have,  to  charge  presbyterians  with 
the  guUt  of  rebellion,  and  resisting  the  king, 
in  this  period  I  am  now  entering  upon,  will 
best  appear  fix>m  the  true  and  unbiassed 
accounts  of  matter  oC  fact,  tvon«  to  >Qft  ^^«ti  \ 
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under  this  year.    Beside  the  two  severe 


lAfifl  vbere  it  will  be  evident,  the  rising 
which  ended  at  Pentland,  was  both 
a  plain  fruit  of  the  horrid  oppression  of  the 
country,  and  a  gathering  in  arms  merely  for 
■elf-defence,  at  first  neither  premeditated  nor 
designed ;  and  all  they  had  in  view  was  a  fair 
and  just  hearing  of  their  grievances,  as  to 
their  religious  and  civil  concerns.  I  shall 
then  begin  this  book  with  an  account  of  that 
successless  attempt  for  these  good  ends 
which  is  best  known  by  its  name,  taken 
from  its  tragical  end  at  Pentland. 

CHAP.  I. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  RISING  AT  PENTLAND, 
AND  THE  SUFFERINGS  FOLLOWING  THERE- 
UPON, 1666. 

As  far  as  I  know,  there  hath  been  no  full 
and  distinct  narrative  of  this  business  pub- 
lished as  yet  to  the  world ;  and  therefore  I 
shall  be  the  larger  in  mine,  and  touch  at 
some  things  which  preceded  this  rising,  and 
fell  out  the  former  part  of  this  year.  Then 
I  shall  essay  as  particular  a  relation  as  I  can, 
of  the  rising  itself,  in  its  beginnings,  progress, 
and  dispersion,  and  end  this  chapter  with  as 
distinct  accounts,  as  I  can  now  give  at  this 
distance  of  time,  of  the  persons  put  to  death 
upon  thb  score,  and  their  carriage  and 
Christian  behaviour,  waving  very  much  what 
hath  been  abready  published  to  the  world 
upon  those  heads. 

SECT.  I, 

An  account  of  the  state  of  of  airs  during  that 
part  of  the  year  1 666,  immediately  preced- 
ing the  rising  at  Pentland, 

In  the  former  book  I  have  brought  down  the 
accounts  of  the  state  of  this  church,  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1665,  and  one  would  think 
matters  are  so  managed  this  year  following, 
as  if  there  had  been  a  formed  design  to  force 
presbyterians  into  violent  measures  and  by 
oppression  to  make  them  mad. 

An  act  of  council,  December  last,  was 

hinted  at,  which  I  may  here  take  in,  as  the 

occasion  and  foundation  of  some  of  the 

amalJer  hraacbes  of  trouble  not  a  few  fell 


proclamations  already  noticed,  which  were 
emitted  December  7,  1665,  I  find  another 
act  in  the  rasters,  of  the  same  date,  which 
they  term  commission  for  dbcipline ;  and  I 
insert  it  here. 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
considering  how  necessary  it  is  for  sup- 
pressing sin  and  disorder,  that  some  fit 
persons  be  assisting  to  the  minister  in  every 
parish,  in  the  exercise  of  discipline;  do 
therefore  recommend  to  the  several  ministers 
of  this  kingdom,  that  they  make  choice  of 
such  a  number  as  they  shall  think  meet,  of 
the  most  grave,  sober,  and  discreet  persons 
within  the  parish,  to  be  assisting  unto  them 
in  the  exercise  of  discipline :  commanding 
all  persons,  who  shall  be  required  by  the 
ministers  for  that  effect,  to  give  their  ready 
concurrence  and  assistance,  as  said  is.  And 
in  case  of  refusal  or  delay,  that  the  minister, 
after  he  hath  acquainted  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese  therewith,  and  has  received  his  order, 
require,  or  cause  require  them  to  make  their 
appearance  before  the  brethren  of  the  exer- 
cise; and  in  case  they  refuse,  or  delay  to 
compear,  or  compearing  refuse  to  give  their 
assistaace,  as  said  is,  that  the  brethren  of 
the  exercise  present  their  names  to  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council,  to  tlie  intent  they  may  be  proceeded 
against,  according  to  their  demerit,  and  as 
the  case  requireth.  And  for  the  better 
maintenance  and  supply  of  the  poor,  they 
recommend  to  the  minister  of  every  parish, 
and  those  assisting  him  in  the  exercise  of 
discipline,  where  any  such  are  or  shall  be, 
that  they  be  careful  to  collect,  and  uplift 
the  fines  and  penalties,  formerly  used  to  be 
uplifted  by  kirk-sessions,  firom  scandalous 
persons." 

Several  jrery  obvious  rtflections  will  offer 
themselves  to  the  reader,  from  this  act  of 
council :  the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  that 
officer  of  Christ's  institution  in  the  Christian 
church,  the  ruling  elder,  very  much  opposed 
by  the  prelatists,  is  tacitly  acknowledged,  and 
a  kind  of  equivalent  is  here  erected,  at  the 
request  of  the  prelates,  though  every  way, 
like  themselves,  a  creature  of  the  civil  power. 
Here  ia  Ukeme  il  ^mxX  SLUfim^t  u^on  our 


CHAP.  I.] 

Redeemer's  prerogative.  In  bringing  in  new 
officers  of  their  own  framing,  as  assistants  in 
discipline,  one  of  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven:  and  they  are  not  pitched  upon 
consentiente  plebe  iocrOf  according  to  the 
primitive  institution  of  these  representatives 
and  overseers  of  the  Christian  people,  but  to 
be  pitched  upon  by  the  minister ;  and  every 
one  who  refuseth,  is  to  be  forced  into  this 
work  by  the  secular  power  of  the  privy 
council.  Which  brings  me  to  add,  that  the 
refusing  to  join  with  the  curates  in  discipline, 
was  matter  of  much  suffering  to  presby- 
terians.  I  could  make  it  evident,  that,  in 
several  places,  gentlemen  and  others  were 
pitched  upon,  and  the  episcopal  minister  is 
not  tied  up  from  any  by  the  act,  not  from 
any  desire  that  they  should  join  with  them, 
but  with  an  eye  to  bring  them  to  trouble. 
They  knew  real  presbyterians  would  never 
fall  in  with  them ;  for  it  had  been  a  renoun- 
cing of  their  principles,  and  falling  in  with 
the  prelatical  constitution.  It  is  plain  the 
act  of  council  orders  a  kind  of  ordination  by 
the  prelatical  presbytery ;  and  a  subjecting 
unto  thb  was  a  sort  of  incorporation  with 
the  hierarchy,  and  a  great  deal  more  than  a 
simple  presence  at  ordinances  dispensed  by 
the  curates ;  and  some  who  submitted  to  the 
last,  choosed  to  suffer  before  they  would  do 
the  first.  In  the  former  book,  some  instan- 
ces of  persecution  upon  this  account,  have 
been  pointed  at  in  the  laird  of  Aikenhead's 
case,  and  that  of  others ;  and  I  might  now 
add  James  Maxwel  of  Williamwood,  whose 
sufferings  will  come  to  be  narrated  in  the 
progress  of  this  history.  A  few  more  instan- 
ces of  hardships  upon  this  head,  may  suffice 
in  a  case  that  was  very  general. 

Even  before  this  act  was  made,  in  the 
year  1664,  John  Corsbie  in  Easter-cotes, 
in  the  parish  of  Cambuslang,  was  required 
by  Mr.  Cunningham  incumbent  there,  to 
assist  him  in  discipline ;  and  when  he  refused, 
upon  the  general  laws  about  conformity, 
and  encouragement  of  orthodox  ministers, 
he  was  summoned  before  the  council ;  and, 
upon  his  noncompearance,  was  harassed  by 
messengers,  with  caption  against  him,  for 
many  months,  and  forced  to  hide,  and  fre- 
quently to  withdraw  fix>m  bis  own  house. 
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parish,  was  this  year,  1666,  perse- 
cuted on  the  same  account;  and 
from  this  to  Bothwell  bridge,  he  could  scarce 
keep  his  own  house  with  safety.  He  was 
put  to  the  horn,  and  his  house  frequently 
searched  and  spoiled.  William  Alexander 
and  William  Baird  in  Drips,  in  the  parish  of 
Carmonnock,  wero  fined  in  an  hundred 
pounds  each,  because  they  would  not  assist 
the  curate  in  discipline,  in  the  parish  of 
Cathcart.  Gasper  Tough  m  the  parish  of 
Kilmarnock,  was  much  troubled  upon  the 
account  of  his  refusal  to  join  with  the  curate 
there.  In  the  same  town,  Andrew  Taylor, 
wright,  was  fined  in  twenty  merks,  upon  the 
same  score. 

It  was  upon  this  account,  amongst  other 
things  we  have  heard  akeady,  that  the  laird 
of  Aikenhead,  with  some  other  gentlemen, 
were  confined  to  Inverness,  Elgin  of  Murray, 
and  other  places,  at  a  vast  distance  fix>m 
their  houses  and  families.  And  it  may  not 
be  amiss  here  to  take  notice  of  a  letter,  a 
copy  of  which  lies  before  me,  from  Mr, 
John  Paterson  bishop  of  Ross,  to  his  son, 
afterwards  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  then 
minister  at  Edinburgh.  It  is  dated  this 
year,  without  the  month.  The  bishop, 
among  other  things,  desires  his  son  "to 
acquaint  my  lord  St.  Andrews,  that  he  looks 
upon  the  temper  of  the  country  about  him 
to  be  very  cloudy  like.  He  complains  of  a 
friendship  made  up  between  Seaforth  and 
Argyle,  and  of  a  change  in  many  who  pre- 
tended to  be  friends  to  prelacy  when  it  was 
set  up.  He  adds,  that  it  is  certain  the 
westland  gentlemen,  who  are  confined  to 
Elgin  and  Inverness,  have  done  more  evil 
by  their  coming  north,  by  two  stages,  than 
they  could  have  done  in  their  own  houses : 
they  have  alienated  the  hearts  of  many  who 
were  of  another  principle  before ;  they  have 
meetings  with  our  great  folks,  adds  he,  and 
are  better  respected  nor  any  bishop  in  Scot* 
land  would  be.  He  begs  these  gentlemen 
may  be  recalled,  that  they  spread  not  their 
infection  any  more;  and  adds,  they  are  the 
staple  of  intelligence  between  the  west  and 
north, among  the  fanatic  party;  and  desires, 
that  the  primate  may  be  acquainted  of  this^ 
and  make  his  own  use  oC  it^  mx)l^o\i\.  Vv\% 


Mahert  Haaulton  in  ^tuii,  m  the  same  j  being  seen  in  it.**     TVna\ettet  dSaccrqcc^  Vo 
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lAM  ^*  ^^^^  these  hardships  put  upon 
presbyterians,  were  ordered  in  pro- 
vidence for  the  good  of  their  common  interest. 
I  have  many  a  time  heard  it  observed,  that 
Mr.  Bruce,  Mr.  Dickson,  and  others,  their 
con6nement  in  the  north,  during  the  former 
times  of  prelacy,  was  no  service  done  to  the 
prelates:  and  those  gentlemen's  confine- 
ment, and  that  of  several  ministers  since  the 
restoration,  was  of  no  small  use  to  the 
interests  of  liberty  and  presbytery  there; 
and  the  good  effects  of  their  confinement 
are  not  yet  at  an  end,  and  I  hope  never  shall. 
As  this  coundl  commission  about  discip- 
line was  matter  of  trouble  to  not  a  few 
presbyterians,  so  the  other  proclamations 
emitted  with  it  formerly,  were  a  continuing 
fiind  of  distress  to  the  ministers  lately  turned 
out.  Thus  I  find,  towards  the  end  of 
January,  at  the  instigation  probably  of  the 
bishop  of  Galloway,  the  council  direct  letters 
against  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Welsh,  Mr. 
Semple,  Mr.  Blackader,  and  others.  And 
that  the  reader  may  see  the  grounds  they 
went  upon,  and  know  the  form  of  these 
public  citations,  which  in  a  little  time  turned 
very  common,  I  shall  give  them  here  fix>m 
an  original  before  me. 

•*  Charies,  &c  To  our  lovits,  &c,  greet- 
ing. Forasmetkle  as  it  is  humbly  meaned 
and  shown  to  us  by  Sir  John  Nisbet  of 
Dirleton  knight,  advocate  for  our  interest, 
and  Sir  William  Purvis  our  solicitor,  agent 
for  church  af&irs,  that  where,  notwithstand- 
ing of  several  laws  and  acts  of  parliament, 
the  assembling  and  convening  our  subjects 
without  our  warrant,  is  prohibited  and  dis- 
charged, as  a  most  dangerous  and  unlawfiil 
practice,  under  the  pfdns  against  such  as 
unlawfully  convocate  our  lieges;  and  that 
conventicles  and  unwarrantable  meetings  and 
conventions,  under  pretence  and  colour  of 
religion,  and  exercise  thereof,  being  the 
ordinary  seminaries  of  separation  and  rebel- 
lion, are  altogether  unlawful ;  and  by  several 
acts  of  parliament  and  privy  council,  pro- 
hibited and  discharged;  by  the  1st  act  of 
the  3d  session  of  the  late  parliament,  it  is 
declared,  that  the  withdrawing  fix)m,  the  not 
joining  with  the  public  ordinary  meetings 
im'divjae  worshipfh  to  he  counted  seditious ; 
r  aa  express  clause  of  the  said  act,  all  such 
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ministers  as  have  not  obtained  presentations 
and  collations  confimn  thereto,  and  all  such 
as  would  be  suspended  or  deprived,  and  yet 
should  dare  to  presume  to  exercise  the 
ministry,  are  to  be  punished  as  seditious 
persons :  likeas,  divers  acts  of  pariiament, 
viz.  the  134-th  of  our  grandfather  James  VL 
of  worthy  memory,  pari.  6th,  it  is  statute 
and  ordained,  that  no  person  of  whatsomever 
fiinction,or  degree,  or  quality,  shall  presume 
to  take  upon  hand,  privately  or  publicly, 
in  sermons,  declamations,  or  familiar  con- 
ferences, to  utter  any  scandalous  speeches 
to  the  reproach  of  us,  our  privy  council, 
and  proceedings;  or  to  meddle  with  the 
af&irs  of  state,  or  to  deprave  our  laws  and 
acts  of  parliament  or  council,  or  to  traduce 
or  reproach  our  royal  estate  and  government, 
under  the  pains  contained  in  the  acts  of 
parliament  against  makers  or  tellers  of 
leasings.  And  by  the  1st  act  of  our  ro>*8l 
grandfather  king  James,  pari.  8th,  Mr. 
Geoige  Buchanan  his  book  {De  Jure  Regtu) 
is  condemned,  as  containing  sundry  offensive 
matters  worthy  to  be  delete ;  and  the  havers 
of  the  said  book  are  ordained  to  bring  in 
and  deliver  the  same,  under  the  pains  therein 
mentioned :  nevertheless,  tnie  it  is  and  of 
verity,  that  the  persons  afler  mentioned, 
viz.  Mr.  John  Welsh  late  minister  at  Iron- 
gray,  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple  late  minister  at 
Kirkpatrickof  the  Muir,Mr.  John  Blackader 
late  minister  at  Traquair,  Mr.  Robert 
Archbald  late  minister  at  Dunscoir,  Mr. 
Samuel  Amot  late  minister  at  Kirkpatrick 
Durham,  Mr.  John  Douglas  late  minister 

at  ,   Mr.    Alexander  Pedin    late 

minister  at ,  Mr.  William  Reid  late 

minister  at ,  Mr.  John  Wilkie  late 

minister  at ,  Mr.  John  Crookshanks  and 

John  Osburn  in  Keir,  having  been  formerly 
ministers  at  the  respective  places  above  men- 
tioned, and  not  having  obtained  lawful  pre- 
sentations and  collations,  conform  to  the  said 
act  of  parliament ;  and  they  or  either  of  them 
being  suspended  or  deprived,  at  least  pretend- 
ing to  be  ministers,  and  not  authorized  and 
lawfully  admitted  by  public  authority,  to  any 
charge  within  this  kingdom,  at  least  being  per- 
sons disaffected  to  our  royal  authority  and 
government,  and  the  government  of  thp 
church  as  it  la  i\o\f  ealik>^^edi  Vs  \k«  \  «s^<^ 
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in  main  contempt  of  our  authority,  and  the 
laws  and  acts  of  parliament  foresaid,  have, 
and  jet  do  still  presume  to  keep  conven- 
ticles and  private  meetings,  and  presume  to 
preach,  and  in  their  sermons  and  conference 
traduce,  reflect  upon,  and  declare  against 
authority,  and  the  government  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  as  it  is  established  by  law  in 
church  and  state ;  and  do  not  only  withdraw 
from  the  ordinary  and  public  meetings  for 
(tivine  worship,  but  do  most  seditiously* 
by  their  practice  and  example,  and  by 
their  speeches  and  discourses,  seduce^  and 
endeavour  to  withdraw  others  from  the 
same.  And  particularly  the  said  Mr.  John 
Welsh  does  presume  frequently,  at  least 
once  every  week,  to  preach  in  the  parish  of 
Irongray,  in  the  presbytery  of  Dumfries, 
and  himself,  and  these  who  frequent  his 
conventicles,  do  convene  together,  armed 
with  swords  and  pistols;  at  the  which 
meetings  he  also  baptizes  children  that  are 
brought  to  him  by  disaffected  persons ;  and 
at  some  times  he  comes  into  the  sheriffdom 
of  Ayr,  especially  at  the  latter  end  of  July 
last,  and  did  keep  a  conventicle  at  Oalston 
Muir,  where  he  baptized  many  children, 
namely,  a  child  of  Andrew  Boyes  merchant 
in  Kihnamock,  and  of  Alexander  Mitchel. 

Likeas,  the  said  Mr.  John  did  keep 

another  conventicle  at  8hirraland  in  Plim- 
nick  parish,  about  the  Ist  of  November  last, 
where  he  baptized  the  children  of  James 
Mowat  in  Kilmarnock,  John  Gaig  in  Dib- 
knd,  James  Gall,  and  many  other  persons. 
As  also,  upon  the  11th  of  July  last,  he  kept 
another  conventicle  in  the  same  place,  where 
he  baptized  the  children  of  John  Chalmers, 
John  IMckie,  and  David  Currie.  And  also 
the  said  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple  did  keep  a 
conventicle  at  Achmannock,  where,  amongst 
many  others,  he  baptized  a  child  to  John 
Guthrie  in  the  parish  of  Ne^Tnills;  and 
siklike,  kept  another  conventicle  at  Labroch- 
hill,  in  October  last ;  as  also  does  frequently 
ride  to  the  country  in  disguise,  with  sword 
and  pistols,  and  calls  at  the  houses  of  dis- 
sected persons,  to  see  what  children  there 
is  to  be  baptized,  and  so  appoints  a  place 
for  their  meeting:  and  this  he  does,  not 
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the    stewartfy    of    Kirkcudbright 
Also,  the  said  Mr.  John  Blackader 
has  ofttimes  convened  great  numbers  of  the 
parish  of  Glencaim,  and  the  neighbouring 
parishes,  somethnes  to  the  number  of  a 
thousand  and  upwards,  and  continues  so  to 
do  every  Lord's  day ;  at  which  meetings  he 
frequently  baptizes  the  children  of  all  dis- 
affected persons.    And  siklike,  the  said  Mr. 
Robert  Archbald  does  frequently  keep  con- 
venticles and  meetings  in  several  places,  and 
thereat  did  baptize  children.     As  also,  the 
said  Mr.  Alexander  Pedin  did  keep  a  con- 
venticle at  Ralston,  in  the  parish  of  Kilmar- 
nock, about  the  10th  of  October  last,  where 
he  baptized  the  children  of  Adam  Dickie, 
Robert  Lymbumer,  and  many  others;  as 
also  kept  a  conventicle  in  Craigie  parish,  at 
the  Castle-hill,  where  he  baptized  the  children 
of  William    Gihnor  in    Sdlmamock,  and 
Gabriel  Simpson,  both  in  the  said  parish, 
and  that  besides  twenty-three  children  more ; 
both  which  conventicles  were  kept  under 
cloud  of  night,  with  a  great  deal  of  confusion: 
as  also  the  said  Mr.  Alexander  rides  up  and 
down  the  country  with  sword  and  pbtols, 
in  gray  clothes.    And  also,  the  said  Mr. 
John  Crookshanks  does  not  only  frequent, 
keep,  and  hold  conventicles,  contrary  to  the 
foresaid  laws  and  acts  of  parliament,  but 
does  avowedly  keep  by  him  that  book  called 
Buchanan  De  Jure  Regni,  which  he  has  trans- 
lated out  of  Latin  into  English,  intending 
thereby  to  infuse  and  poison  the  people 
with  treasonable  and  seditious  principles, 
contained  in  the  said  book.     As  also,  the 
said  John  Osbum  does  presume  to  take 
upon  him  to  be  an  officer  for  giving  notice 
to  the  people  of  the  said  unlawful  meetings, 
and  accordingly,  firom  time  to  time*  doth 
acquaint  them  herewith.    By  which  whole 
deeds,    generally    and    particularly    above 
written,  the  said  persons,  and  each  one  of 
them  having  incurred  the  pains  and  penalties 
prescribed  by  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament 
above  specified,  which  ought  and  should  be 
inflicted  upon  them,  to  the  terror  of  others 
to  commit  the  like  in  time  coming :  our  will 
is  herefore,  and  we  charge  you  straitly,  and 
command,  that  incontinent,  thir  our  letters 
only  in  the  sheriffdom  of  Ayr^  but  also  in  1  seen,  ye  pass,  and  in  out  t^«kme  WEvdi  ^wN^ofvl^ 
wamjr places  ofibeMrcofNithadalo,  witiun  I  command  and  cliargelViei^careotiB  ^pu\k.v^V| 
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lAfifi  i^vc  complained  upon,  at  the 
market  cross  of  Kirkcudbright, 
Dumfries,  market  cross  of  Edinburgh,  pier 
and  shore  of  Ldth,  in  regard  they  are  latest, 
and  keep  themselves  out  of  the  way,  that 
they  may  not  be  apprehended,  and  have  no 
certain  constant  residence  or  dwelling,  but 
do  travel  and  walk  up  and  down  the  country 
fh>m  place  to  place ;  to  compear  personally 
before  the  lords  of  our  privy  council,  at 
Edinburgh,  or  where  it  shall  happen  them 

to  be  for  the  time,  the  day  of 

to  answer  to  the  premises,  and  to  hear  and 
see  such  order  taken  thereanent,  as  apper- 
tains, under  the  pain  of  rebellion,  and  put- 
tmg  of  them  to  the  horn :  with  certification 
if  they  failzie,  our  other  letters  shall  be 
direct,  to  put  them  simpliciter  thereto.  And 
siklike,  that  ye  charge  the  witnesses  under 
written,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  ten 

persons  to  compear  personally  befbre 

our  said  lords,  the  said  day  and  place,  to 
bear  leel  and  soothfast  witnessing,  in  so  far 
as  they  know,  or  shall  be  spiered  at  thekn, 
in  the  foresaid  matter,  under  the  pmn  of 
rebellion ;  with  certification  to  them  in  man- 
ner above  written.  The  whilk  to  do  we 
commit  to  you  conjunctly  and  spedally 
our  full  power,  by  thir  our  letters,  delivering 
them  by  you  duly  execute,  and  indorsed 
again  to  the  bearer.  Given  under  our  signet, 
at  Edinburgh,  the  25th  day  of  January,  and 
of  our  reign  the  16th  year,  1666. 

"  Ex  deliberatione  dominoruro  secreti 
concilii, 

*•  Pet.  Wedderburn." 


Those  letters  were  formed  upon  informa- 
tions taken  at  random,  and  therefore  must 
not  be  reckoned  proof  of  matters  of  hct 
advanced  in  them ;  and  what  I  remark  here 
would  be  carried  along  by  the  reader,  to 
many  of  the  general  charges  against  sufiering 
minbters,  and  others  which  follow  :  such  of 
them  as  could  with  safety  appear,  disproved 
most  of  what  was  informed  against  them. 
In  the  case  before  us,  I  only  notice,  that  it 
was  a  falsehood  here  insinuate,  that  Mr. 
Welsh,  or  any  of  those  reverend  ministers 
preached  or  declared  against  the  king's 
autboiity.  Such  declarations  were  yet 
^^^Mg&vin  Scotlaad  for  many  yean ;  whea 
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and  how  they  came  io,  will  afterwards  coim 
to  be  declared. 

About  this  time  the  council  come  to  some 
good  resolutions  against  quakers  and  papists, 
who,  as  hath  been  observed,  increased 
mightily  since  the  overturning  of  presby- 
terian  government  in  this  church.  We  have 
seen,  that  a  good  while  ago  orders  had  been 
given  about  them,  and  letters  writ  to  the 
bishops ;  and,  February  1st,  the  council  i^ree 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  made  that 
day,  and  renew  their  appointments  on  the 
clergy.  The  substance  of  what  I  find  in  the 
registers,  is,  **  that  excommunicate  quakeri 
be  proceeded  against  conform  to  acts  of 
parliament :  that  in  order  to  a  libel's  being 
formed  against  Andrew  Robertson,  and 
Anthony  Haggat,  quakers  in  prison,  orders 
be  direct  to  such  ministers  as  can  bring  in 
information  against  them,  to  bring  in  the 
same  to  the  king's  advocate;  and  that 
particulariy  Mr.  Thomas  Donaldson  bring 
what  informations,  writings,  books,  or  papers 
they  have  anent  the  said  quakers,  or  any 

others:  that  Hadbum,  and  Charles 

Ormiston,  merchants  in  Kelso,  be  brought 
in  prisoners  to  Edinburgh." 

**  As  to  papists,  that  the  laws  and  acts 
made  against  them  be  put  in  execution ;  and 
in  order  thereto,  that  a  list  of  the  whole 
papists  be  taken  up  by  the  minister  in  every 
parish,  and  an  account  given  who  are  excom- 
municate, who  not,  who  have  interest  in  the 
parish,  and  who  are  vagrant  and  trafficking 
papists;  that  the  lords  archbishops  recom- 
mend it  to  the  bishops,  that  they  cause  the 
minister  of  every  parish,  or  moderator  of 
the  presbytery  where  churches  arc  vacant, 
to  send  in  their  lists  with  all  diligence: 
that  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  search 
after  any  meetings  kept  by  papists  in  Edin- 
burgh, Canongate,  or  any  of  their  liberties, 
and  delate  their  names  to  the  council :  that 
a  list  of  all  excommunicate  papists  be  given 
to  the  lords  of  session,  that  they  may  affix 
in  the  most  patent  place  a  roll  of  their 
names,  that  they  may  be  debarred  from 
defending  or  pursuing  any  cause  before 
them." 

All  this,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  came  to 
nothing ;  quakers  and  papists  still  increased, 
and  it  waa  onXy  ^vedb^-lniasA  x^Qm  \SMt 
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were  in  earnest  about,  during  this 
,  and  they  are  borne  down  with  the 
»t  yiolence.  Thus,  upon  the  8th  of 
ary  this  year,  the  council  emitted  a 
imation  against  a  book  published  by 
)f  the  banished  ministers  in  Holland 
!ar,  intituled,  an  **  Apolegetical  Relation 
i  Particular  Sufferings  of  the  Faithful 
ters  and  Professors  of  the  Church  of 
nd,  since  August  1660.*'  I  have  added 
.  note.*  This  book  is  ordered  to  be 
by  the  hand  of  the  hangman,  in  the 
Street  of  Edinburgh.  All  who  have 
>pies  are  ordered  to  give  them  up  to 
ext  magistrate  by  such  a  day;  and 
that,  if  any  have  them  in  their  pos- 
1,  they  are  to  be  fined  in  two  thousand 
.  This  method,  now  so  common,  did 
nswer  the  end  proposed,  for  people 
e  more  greedily  after  such  prohibited 
;  but  the  managers  who  could  not 

their  evil  works  to  be  brought  to  the 


The  same  day  I  find 
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say,  relict  of  the  reverend  Mr.  James 
Guthrie,  and  Sophia  Chithrie  her  daughter, 
are  brought  before  the  council,  merely  be- 
cause the  foresaid  book  was  found  in  their 
custody,  although  as  yet  no  law  was  against 
it ;  and  one  needs  not  wonder  they  should 
have  a  book  in  their  hands,  which  gives  so 
just  an  account  of  so  near  a  relation  of  theirs 
as  Mr.  Guthrie.  Upon  their  refusing  to 
declare  upon  oath,  what  they  knew  as  to  the 
author  of  the  book,  and  to  discover  from 
whom  they  received  it ;  the  council  sentences 
them  both  to  be  sent  to  Zetland,  there  to 
be  confined  during  pleasure,  and  to  be  kept 
close  prisoners  till  they  were  sent  there. 
The  next  council-day,  March  2d,  I  find  the 
members  so  sensible  of  the  harshness  of  this 
sentence,  that  upon  a  petition  presented 
from  those  two  gentlewomen,  craving  their 
confinement  may  be  altered  to  some  place 


upon  the  continent,  the  matter  is  referred 
uid  were  not  in  case  to  answer  plain    to  the  commbsioner,  to  do  as  he   finds 
'  of  fact,  had  no  other  way  but  this  of   cause, 
ipists  left  them.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  presbyterian 


wiamation  against  the  Apotogetical  Nar- 
ration f  February  Qth,  1660. 

hgrda  of  his  majesty*8  priry  oouncU,  cod- 
%  that  by  divers  aucient  and  laudable  laws 
«  of  parliament,  and  particularly  the  10th 
:h  pu-1.  the  ISith  act,  8th  pari,  of  kinc 
VL  of  blessed  memory,  and  by  several 
iwi  and  acts,  the  authors,  printers,  yen- 
r  disposers  of  infamous  and  scandalous 
are  punishable  by  death,  confiscation  of 
ilea,  and  divers  other  high  pains  and 
meots;  and  the  said  lords  twing  informed, 
icre  has  been  a  pamphlet,  of  the  nature 
I,  imported,  "  an  Apol<^tical  Narration 
Suffering  Ministers  of  the  Kirk  of  Soot- 
inoe  August  1660,"  which  is  printed  and 
ed  into  several  parts  of  this  kingdom; 
Mm  examination  and  perusal  thereof,  is 
to  be  full  of  seditious,  treasonable,  and 
OS  principles,  contrived  of  purpose  to 
I  the  king^s  authority  and  government, 
eeedings  of  the  late  parliament,  and  the 
privy  council,  contrary  to  the  truth  of 
itestant  religion,  as  it  is  profest  within 
i|dom,  and  established  by  law;  and  there- 
idace  the  lieges  from  their  allegiance  and 
ee,  and  to  strengthen  the  disimected  In 
Mllons  principtes,  tenets,  and  practices. 
vn,  and  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  this 
B,  and  to  witness  and  declare,  that  such 
lea  and  tenets,  as  are  contained  in  the  said 
eC,  are  detested  and  abhorred  by  them, 
vmable  and  seditious,  and  are  contrary  to 
m  of  this  kingdom,  nad  deMtraetire  to  the  i 
uitborlty  sad  prerogutiv9  rojral,  under  I 


whicJh  this  kingdom  hath  flourished  for  many 
ages,  and  that  they  may  show  how  much  they 
dominate  such  tenets  and  principles,  they  ordain 
that  upon  the  14th  day  of  Vebruary  instant,  the 
said  pamphlet  be  publicly  burned  on  the  High 
Street  of  Edinburgh,  near  to  the  market-cross, 
by  the  hand  of  the  hangman;  and  that  all 
havers  of  any  of  the  said  pamphlets,  residing 
bMouth  the  water  of  Tay,  shall  bring  in  and 
deliver  the  same  to  the  sherifis  of  the  respective 
shires,  or  their  deputes,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
clerk  of  privy  council  by  them,  betwixt  and  the 
last  day  of  February  instant ;  and  benorth  the 
said  water,  betwixt  and  the  21st  day  of  March 
next :  with  certification,  that  if  thereafter  any 
person  of  whatsomever  degree,  quality  or  sex 
they  shall  be  of,  shall  have  any  of  the  said 
printed  copies  in  their  custody  or  possession, 
that  they  shall  be  liable  in  pajrment  of  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  pounds  Scots  money,  to  be 
exacted  without  any  favour  or  defalcation.  A  nd 
further,  if  tliey  or  any  other  person  shall  be 
found  hereafter  to  be  contriver,  abetter,  or 
assister  to  the  making  up,  printing,  publishing, 
or  dispersing  of  the  said  seditious  pamphlets, 
that  they  shiul  be  proceeded  against  as  authors, 
printers,  importers,  venters,  or  dispersers  of 
seditious  and  infamous  libels,  and  all  pains  and 
penalties  made  against  them,  shall  be  inflictrd 
wiUiout  mercy ;  and  ordain  the  magistrates  of  the 
town  of  Edinburgh,  to  cause  bum  one  of  the 
copies  of  the  said  pamphlets,  in  manner  foresaid ; 
and  these  presents  to  be  forthwith  printed  and 
published  at  the  mukc^carata  oi  iLA\t^\iT^> 
and  other  placet  needfui,  ^!baX  nou^  \t«x«iA 
ignorance. 
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roinistera    had 


some    connivance, 


and  were  permitted  to  live  in  their 
hired  houses,  when  turned  out  of  their  livings. 
The  call  of  the  importunate  multitude,  was 
not  yet  so  great  as  afterwards,  and  generally 
they  only  preached  to  thdr  own  (amilies,and 
a  few  neighbours  who  now  and  then  stole  into 
their  houses.  Field  preachings,  unless  it 
were  in  some  few  places  in  the  south,  where 
the  people  would  not  hear  the  curates,  were 
but  very  rare.  The  meetings  of  the  epis- 
copal ministers  in  cities  and  towns,  except 
where  they  were  openly  profane  and  vicious, 
were  as  much  frequented  as  they  could  well 
expect.  Indeed  evils  grew  among  them,  and 
their  impertinent  and  reproachful  sermons, 
their  open  share  in  the  cruelties  and  op- 
pression, which  we  shall  hear  of,  with  their 
lewd  lives,  quickly  after  thb  altered  matters. 
At  this  time,  if  they  could  have  been  satisfied 
with  the  numbers  of  hearers  they  had, 
many  thought  they  might  have  enjoyed  their 
churches  longer  than  they  did:  but  they 
would  have  as  throng  churches,  as  the 
presbyterian  ministers  formerly  had ;  and  if 
regard  to  their  persons  and  sermons  could 
not  procure  hearers,  it  b  resolved,  terror, 
force,  and  fear  shall. 

Mr.  Alexander  Burnet,  at  this  time  arch- 
bishop of  Glasgow,  was  the  great  manager 
of  the  west  country  persecution,  and  the 
better  in  case  for  this,  that  last  year  he  was 
admitted  a  privy  counsellor.  To  give  every 
man  his  due,  he  was  certidnly  one  of  the 
best  morals  among  the  present  clergy ;  yet 
his  Simoniacal  compact  for  his  regress  to  his 
bishopric,  after  he  had  been  turned  out,  as 
we  may  hear,  was  but  little  for  his  reputa- 
tion. He  was  a  mighty  bigot  for  the  Eng- 
lish ceremonies  and  forms,  and  as  forward 
to  have  all  the  usages  of  that  church  intro- 
duced to  Scotland,  as  if  he  had  been  educated 
by  bishop  Laud;  yea,  to  have  his  fancy 
pleased  with  these  pageantries,  he  could 
have  almost  submitted  to  the  old  claim  of 
the  see  of  York  over  the  church  of  Scotland. 
At  his  first  diocesan  meeting,  he  put  five  or 
six  of  his  curates  publicly  in  orders  after  the 
English  pontifical  to  inure  the  west  of 
Scotland  to  these  novelties.  To  make  good 
the  remark  I  formerly  made,  that  imposition 
/j7  matters  tffrdfgfoogoes  hand  lo  hmd  with 
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oppression  in  civil  matters;  and  prelacy  and 
popery  in  Scotland,  pave  the  way  for  slavery : 
he  was  so  grievous  an  oppressor  of  the  city 
of  Ola^ow,  that  the  greatest  maUgnants^  as 
the  firiends  of  prelacy  in  Scotland  were 
formerly  called  there,  were  obliged  to  pro- 
test against  his  encroachments  upon  the 
magistracy  in  that  city-  He  turned  out 
several  of  the  presbyterian  ministers,  who 
had  been  connived  at  m  their  charges  before 
his  accession;  such  as  Mr.  William  Hamilton 
minister  at  Olasford,  in  the  shire  of  Lanark, 
and  others.  His  underlings,  especially  those 
consecrated  according  to  the  foreign  forms, 
were  vigorous  instruments  in  helping  forward 
his  cruelties  and  oppression  of  the  country; 
and  many  of  the  severities  thb  year,  were  in 
the  bounds  of  hb  archbbhopric 

Thb  spring  Sir  James  Turner  makes  a 
third  visit  to  the  presbyterians  in  the  west 
and  south,  and  it  was  the  severest  visitation 
they  yet  felt.    Now  the  curate,  with  two  or 
three  of  Sir  James's  soldiers,  fined  whom 
they  pleased,  and  made  their  exactions  as 
large  as  they  would.    Their  severities  the 
former  years  were  mostly  upon  the  common 
people;  but  now  the  gentieman  must  pay, 
if  his  lady,  servants,  or  tenants,  were  not 
exact  in  their  attendance  on  the  incumbent's 
sermons.    The  tenant  must  be  oppressed  if 
hb  landlord  withdrew,  though  he  and  hb 
family  attended  closely.    The  widow,  the 
fatherless,  the  old  and  infirm,  are  not  spared; 
the  poor  must  li^  to  pay  their  church  fines. 
The  meat  b  snatched  fix>m  the  innocent 
children's  mouths,  and  given  to  the  soldiers' 
pleasure  dogs.    Many  houses  were  quartered 
upon,  till  all  the  substance  was  eaten  up, 
and  then  the  fiimiture  b  sold  or  burnt 
Thus  multitudes  of  poor  fiunilies  were  scat- 
tered, and  reduced  to  the  last  extremity. 
If  any  complained  to  the  officers,  of  the 
illegal  and   barbarous  procedure   of  tlidr 
soldiers,  they  were  beaten ;  if  to  the  states- 
men, they  were  neglected.     It  was  said, 
some  of  our  noblemen  at  thb  time,  were  so 
far  wearied  of  the  merciless  methods  of 
the  prelates,  that  they  appeared-  very  littie 
careful  how  odious  they  rendered  themselves. 
Indeed,  if  the  bbhops  were  formerly  hated  for 
their  perjury  and  profoneness,  every  merciful, 
and  ingenuous  man  now  loathed  their  cruel 
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t  onreleiiting  temper ;  and  thdr  own  prac- 
16  did  than  a  great  deal  more  hiirt  than 

the  fidd-meetingSy  and  preachings,  in 
laes  privateljy  were  capable  of  doing.  In 
ew  weeks  the  curates  and  soldiers  gath- 
d  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  Scots 
n  the  west  country,  precisely  for  their 
iconformity.  The  prodigious  sums  ex- 
Led  in  the  south  of  Scotland  about  this 
e»  are  set  down  in  Napbtali,  and  I  shall 

resume  them  here :  only  the  reader  who 
h  time  to  bestow  upon  those  things,  will 
i  a  letter  fixim  a  person  of  good  note  in 

south  to  his  friend  at  Edinburgh,  with 

annexed  account  of  the  general  sums, 
I  particular  instances  of  oppressions.  I 
'e  some  ground  to  think  the  paper  I  have 
y  be  an  original,  taken  by  a  worthy  person 
ployed  to  draw  this  account  from  tlic 
ticular  parishes ;  and  so  I  have  annexed 
as  that  from  which  the  account  in  Naph- 

is  perhaps  taken.* 
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Another  kind  of  fines  exacted  this 
year,  to  complete  the  misery  of  the 
poor  country,  were  those  imposed  by  Middle- 
ton,  in  his  second  session  of  parliament,  of 
which  above:  the  payment  of  those  was 
suspoided  firom  time  to  time^  till  Middleton 
was  tamed  out  A  little  after,  as  we  have 
seen,  they  were  divided  into  two  moieties, 
and  a  day  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the 
first  Some  who  were  able,  and  well  in- 
formed of  the  hazard  of  delays,  paid  the  first 
share,  and  got  their  dischai^;  but  a  good 
many  others  did  not  At  length  a  procla^ 
mation  comes  out,  ordering  all  to  pay  the 

whole  fine  imposed  against  the day  of 

thb  present  year ;  and  the  council  remit  it 
to  the  commissioner  the  earl  of  Rothes,  to 
take  his  own  way  to  collect  the  fines.  His 
method  was  thb :  the  troopers  of  the  king's 
guard  are  ordered  to  different  parts  of  the 
country,  especially  in  the  west  and  south, 
where  most  of  the  fined  persons  were,  with 
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*  Itttterfrom  a  gentleman  in  Galloway, 
Sir, 
{owe  denire  to  know  the  present  condition  of 
I  afflicted  country,  hath  offered  me  occasion 
procure  you  some  account  of  the  grievous 
terings  of  several  parishes,  especially  within 
I  atewartry  of  Galloway,  upon  the  account  of 
;  submitting  to  the  government  of  prelacy, 
1  such  preachers  as  are  thrust  in  upon  them 
It  Sir,  any  thing  I  can  say  here,  is  but  a 
It  in  comparison  of  what  mifht  be  found 
oa  a  more  full  search ;  yet  the  little  view 
It  is  siven  you  here,  I  suppose  is  well 
itructed  from  the  particulars  of  every  family 
1  person  fHio  suffered  in  these  parishes. 
High  (for  shortness)  I  have  sent  you  only  the 
n  of  the  whole  in  each  parish.  Truly,  Sir, 
>iigfa  I  be  no  fanatic,  nor  favourer  of  lanati- 
m,  yet  J  cannot  hut  be  deeply  affected,  not 
ly  as  a  Christian,  but  as  a  man  and  member 
thin  this  kingdom ;  for  thfse  things  that  are 
Itn  out  here,  seem  to  import,  not  only  the 
•aking  of  some  of  that  party  called  fanatics, 
t  the  quite  undoing  of  a  considerable  part  of 
is  kingdom,  and  putting  them  out  of  all 
>a€ity  to  be  serviceable  in  the  necessary 
rence  of  the  rest,  against  the  invasions  of  a 
vign  army,  when  we  are  so  often  threatened : 
'  In  these  bounds  generally  all  men  (without 
ISerenoe)  are  disobliged,  and  discouraged  from 
log  any  service  in  that  sort,  if  there  uiould  be 
saion  offered,  I  wish  a  due  impression  upon 
n  also,  and  every  one  who  minds  the  general 
)d  of  the.  land,  and  chieflv  our  rulers,  upon 
lom  are  the  managing  of  affairs  under  his 
jetty,  that  remedy  might  be  found  out  for 
BTCOtiDg  the  wejUcening  and  destroying  our 
ntk  selves,  especially  now  when  we  are  in  haz- 
1  firom  onr  enemies  abroad :  but  it  is  a  sad  mat- 
'tliaft  no  man  dare  repreaent  bia  grievRucts  or 
n^fn  ofwnmgB  done  to  him  orhlt intercMtB,  l 


lest  he  be  ill  looked  on,  and  put  himself  in 
hazard  of  greater  sufferings*  as  several  here  have 
found  by  sad  experience,  for  complaining  to  the 
commanders.  The  first  ot  these  sufferings  was 
begun  the  year  166S,  about  mid  May,  when  tho 
forces  came  into  Dumfries  and  Kircudbright. 
The  second  was  in  the  year  1665,  when  the 
party,  horse  and  foot,  came  in  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  James  Turner.  The  third  was  in 
this  present  year  1666,  about  the  month  of 
March,  or  beginning  of  April,  when  the  narty 
came  in  under  the  command  of  the  said  Sir 
James  Turner,  who  yet  continues  in  the  coun- 
try. At  the  first  two  times,  the  stewartry  of 
Galloway  mainly  suffered  by  them,  but  in  this 
last  expedition,  not  only  Galloway,  but  also  the 
sheriffdom  of  Kithsdale  hath  suffered,  (of  both 
which  I  have  sent  you  a  short  account  here 
enclosed. )  First,  as  to  their  grievous  exactions 
from  that  people,  who  were  but  poor  before  this 
time,  in  comparison  of  other  parts.  Next,  you 
will  find  some  instances  of  several  of  the  soldiers' 
inhuman,  and  also  atheistical  deportment,  in 
these  bounds.  I  could  have  sent  you  likewise 
account  of  many  stumblingblocks  the  people 
have  from  their  present  prMchers,  whom  they 
call  curates,  both  as  to  their  abrupt  entry,  and 
contrary  their  consent ;  and  as  to  the  light  and 
unsober  conversation  (of  the  most  part  of  them) 
wherever  they  come,  as  also  their  insolent  and 
unbeseeming  carriage  in  pulpit :  but  I  forbear  in 
this,  lest  I  trouble  you  with  tediousness,  there 
are  so  many  instances  of  tbis  sort;  and  it  is 
needless,  seeing  they  are  so  notour  to  all  men  in 
these  bounds :  only  (to  make  you  laugh)  I  roust 
add  one,  before  I  proceed,  which  Is  certain. 
One  of  these  called  curates,  on  a  certain  Subbatb, 
inveighing  against  his  people  that  the;ft  did  not 
keep  the  kirk,  be  thrtatcsntd  Oi«m  kticv  VVi\% 
matiucr,  **  God  nor  lVM\iang<ed  ox«t  i^«\vi^V.^ 
that  kirk ;"  and  at  another  Wme, "  G<A  tiov  'V^*^ 
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1666  ^^  ^'^^  called  riding-mouey ;  and 
sometimes  the  riding-money  was  as 
much  as  the  fine  itself  to  the  common  sort. 
No  excuse  was  sustained,  but  the  taking 
the  foresaid  dath,  and  the  subscribing  the 
declaration  before  the  day  prefixed  in  the 
proclamation.  This  few  complied  with,  as 
contrary  to  their  principles  and  conscience : 
so  that  the  uplifting  of  these  fines,  as  well  as 
those  for  precise  nonconformity,  was  un- 
doubtedly persecution  for  conscience'  sake,  as 
well  as  a  most  arbitrary  and  illegal  imposition 
in  its  own  nature.  Some  offered  to  abide  a 
trial  at  law,  as  being  fi'ee  f\rom  all  acts  of 
rebellion,  which,  as  we  have  heard,  was  the 
pretext  of  the  imposing  the  fines,  and  to  re- 
nounce all  benefit  by  the  king's  indemnity. 
This  seems  indeed  to  be  allowed  in  the  act  of 
parliament,  but  would  not  be  received  by  the 
soldiers;  all  must  pay.  Such  who  could 
neither  entertain  the  troopers,  nor  command 
the  money  required  of  them  by  the  act  of 
fines,  were  straightway  haled  to  prison,  where 
not  a  few  lay  a  considerable  time  at  the  king's 
charges:  and  so  great  was  the  poverty  many 
were  reduced  to  by  such  measures,  that  the 
troopers,  when  they  met  with  a  beggar  in 
their  way,  would  ask  in  a  jest,  if  he  were 
fined.  Most  part  of  the  sums  imposed  by 
the  parliament  were  fully  exacted;  and  for 
them  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  list  given  in 
the  first  book.  I  find  dischaiges  under  Sir 
William  Bruce's  hand,  for  the  payment  of 
six  hundred  pounds  by  Alexander  M'Tier 
merchant  in  Stranraer,  and  Patrick  Ken- 
nedy late  provost  there,  yet  remaining,  of 
the  date  of  April  1666.  And  that  the 
reader  may  see  their  form,  I  have  insert  a 
copy  of  Sir  William's  discharge  to  Walter 
Stuart  in  Linlithgow,  a  pious  and  good 
gentleman,  father  to  the  present  Walter 
Stuart  of  Pardivin,  from  the  original  com- 
municated to  me  by  the  last  named  worthy 
gentleman. 

"  I  Sir  William  Bruce  of  Balcaskie  knight, 
clerk  to  the  bills,  and  by  the  king's 
special  warrant  appointed  his  majesty's 
receiver  of  the  fines  imposed  by  the 
parliament  assembled  at  Edinburgh  the 
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ceived  finom  Walter  Stuart  in  Linlith- 
gow, the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds 
Scots  money,  and  in  complete  payment 
of  the  second  half;  and  in  full  and 
complete  payment  of  his  whole  fine 
laid  on  him  by  the  said  parliament,  and 
discharge  him  thereof:  consenting  tliir 
presents,  &c.  In  witness  whereof  1 
have  subscribed  thir  presents  at  Edin- 
burgh the  5th  day  of  March,  I  GOG, 
before  thir  witneses,  &c. 

"  W.  Prlce. 
"  James  Kennoway,  witness, 
"  Robert  Stuart,  witness." 

Vast  were  the  sums  exacted  at  this  time ; 
and  the  collector  of  the  parliamentar}-  fines, 
though  formerly  a  person  of  a  broken  fortune, 
came  to  buy  an  estate,  and  build  a  sumptu- 
ous house.  Our  managers  thought  to  have 
divided  these  spoils  among  themselves ;  each 
party,  when  in  power,  looked  on  them  as 
theirs ;  first  Middleton  and  his  dependants, 
^ho  imposed  them,  and  then  Lauderdale 
and  his  party,  who  uplifted  them:  never- 
theless, both  missed  their  aim,  and  bishop 
Sharp  outwitted  them  both;  and  within  a 
little,  they  were  by  the  king^s  orders  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  army,  we  shall  hear, 
was  raised  at  his  instance. 

When  things  are  thus  ripening  very  fast 
towards  confusions  in  the  country,  the  pri- 
mate posts  up  to  court,  and  must  have  his 
hand  in  bringing  matters  to  an  open  rupture. 


*  Some  particulars  of  this  visit  of  the  primate 
to  I^ndoD,  that  seem  to  hare  been  unkiiovrii  to 
our  author,  are  related  by  Burnet,  and  an*  too 
characteristic  to  be  passed  over  here.  "  The 
truth  is,**  be  remarks,  "  the  whole  face  of  the 
government  looked  liker  the  proceedings  of  an 
inquisition  than  of  Ic^  courts :  and  yot  Sharp 
was  never  satisfied.  So  lord  Rothes  and  he  went 
up  to  court  in  the  first  year  of  the  Dutch  war. 
When  they  waited  first  on  the  kinr,  Sharp  put 
him  in  mind  of  what  he  had  said  at  his  L»t 
parting,  that  if  their  matters  went  not  well, 
none  must  be  blamed  for  it  but  either  the  earl 
of  Lauderdale,  or  of  Rothes :  and  now  he  came 
to  tell  his  majesty  that  things  were  worse  than 
ever,  and  he  must  do  the  earl  of  Rothes  the 
justice  to  say,  he  had  done  his  part.  Lord 
Lauderdale  was  all  on  fire  at  this,  but  durst  not 


give  himself  vent  before  the  king.     So  he  only 
desired  that  Sharp  would  come  to  particulars, 

9th   da^  of   September.    1662  yea™.  I -t^"*- ^'i^.^lll^'i A^n^^^ 
grant  me  by  thir  presents  to  haye  re- \  he  knew  th«  v»^I  «»wiSKV,iaMft.\ftl^  were  not 
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The  high  cominission  was  now  dissolved, 
and  in  room  of  that,  some  other  method 
must  be  fallen  upon  to  advance  his  odious 
designs.  No  way  was  now  left,  but  that  of 
violence,  which  was  not  disagreealile  to  his 
haughty  and  proud  temper.  Accordingly 
he  proposeth  a  standing  army  in  Scotland, 
to  bear  down  presbyterians,  and  cut  their 
throats,  when  many  of  them  were  now  im- 
poveri.shed  as  much  as  was  possible:  at 
least  he  hoped,  this  would  force  them  to 
extremities,  and  then,  under  the  colour  of 
law,  he  would  see  his  desire  upon  them* 
The  khig  is  prevailed  upon  to  fall  in  with 
his  pro[K)sal,  and  gives  orders  to  levy  an 
army  for  guarding  the  prelates,  executing 
arbitrary  commands,  and  suppressing  the 
fanatics.  Thomas  Dalziel  of  fiinns  is  made 
general,  a  man  naturally  rude  and  fierce, 
who  had  this  heightened  by  hb  breeding 
nnd  scr\'ice  in  Muscovy,  where  he  had  seen 


MiplKtrtcil  by  Mcrct  encouraf^oment,  thcv  would 
iiave  Wen  loDi;  ago  weary  of  the  opposition  they 
i;:ivc  the  government.  Tlie  king  had  no  mind  to 
rnti^r  further  into  their  complaints.  So  lord 
U'lthcit  and  lie  witlidrew,  and  were  obser^fd  to 
liiiik  very  pleaMnntly  upon  one  another  nn  they 
wi'ut  away.  Lord  Lauderdale  told  the  king 
h«*  wa-«  iifiw  accuHcd  to  his  face,  but  he  would 
i|iiii.-kly  let  him  nee  what  a  man  Sharp  was. 
Si  he  obtained  a  message  from  the  king  to  him, 
(if  whi<:h  he  himself  was  to  be  the  bearer, 
ri'qniring  him  to  put  bis  complaints  in  writing, 
and  to  come  to  particulars,  lie  followed  Sharp 
home,  who  received  him  with  such  a  gayety 
hs  if  he  had  given  him  no  provocation.  Hut 
1>»rd  I^udenlale  was  more  solemn,  and  told  him 
it  w^u  the  king's  pleasure  that  he  should  put 
\lie  ar<-u«ation  with  which  he  had  charged  bim 
in  writing.  Sharp  pretended  he  did  not  com- 
prfhond  h'w  meaning.  lie  answered,  the  mutter 
was  plain,  he  had  acruscd  him  to  the  king,  and 
h*^  must  either  go  through  with  it  and  make  it 
out,  oiherwine  he  would  charge  him  with 
Iiin.<<ing-making,  and  sp<ikc  in  a  terrible  tone  to 
him.  I']>oii  that,  as  he  t«ild  me,  Slinrp  tell  a 
trembling  and  weeping ;  he  protested  be  meant 
no  hunn  to  him;  he  was  only  sorry  that  biit 
frifiids  were  upon  all  occasions  pleading  for 
favour  to  fanatics  (that  was  become  the  term 
ol'  rcproarh^.  I^>rd  Lauderdale  sivid  that  would 
not  srrve  his  turn :  he  was  not  answerabb*  for 
his  friends  except  when  they  acted  by  directions 
from  him.  Sharp  oflTered  to  go  pre!tontly  with 
him  to  the  king,  and  to  clear  the  whole  inattiT. 
Liird  I«auderdale  had  no  mind  to  break  opi-nly 
with  him.  So  he  accepted  of  thiM,  and  caiTieil 
bim  to  the  king,  where  he  rctnu't'-d  all  he  had 
••aid  in  so  gross  a  manner,  that  the  king  said 
afterwards,  lord  Lauderdale  was  ill-natured  to 

{•rrs-i  it  so  heavily,  and  to  f<»rce  Sharp  on  giving 
limsclf  the  lie  in  such  coarse  teinnis. 

**  This  went  to  Sharp's  haitt;  so  he  made  a 
prttpt/Mn/  to  the  earl  of  Duiuinen,  who  was  a  | 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


13 


little  but  the  utmost  tyranny  and  .^^^ 
slavery.*  Win,  Drummond,  brother 
to  the  lord  Madertie,  a  person  some  more 
polite,  and  yet  abundantly  qualified  for  tlio 
work  in  hand,  being  many  years  in  the 
Muscovite  service  with  the  former,  was 
made  lieutenant-general.  Two  regiments  of 
foot,  and  six  troops  of  horse,  arc  raised. 
The  first  is  given  to  the  general,  the 
other  to  the  lord  Newbui^gh;  the  troo[>s 
are  bestowed  on  duke  Hamilton,  earls  of 
Annandalc,  Airly,  Kincardine,  and  others. 
Those,  with  the  guards,  and  the  earl  of 
Linlithgow's  regiment,  made  up  about  three 
thousand  foot,  and  eight  troops  of  horse, 
a  sufficient  number  to  sen'e  the  prelates' 
violent  designs.  All  were  ordered  to  obey 
the  general,  without  asking  questions :  and 
this  army  is  to  be  maintained  from  the  fines 
collected,  and  to  be  collected,  and  the 
general  is  to  count  with  the  exchequer  fur 


great  friend  of  the  lord  Middleton's,  to  try  if  a 
reconciliation  could  he  made  between  him  and 
the  earl  of  Itothea,  and  if  he  would  be  content 
to  come  into  the  government  under  lord  Uotbes. 
Lord  Dumfries  went  into  Kent,  where  the 
lord  ]VIid<lleton  was  then  emploved  in  a  military 
command  on  the  account  of  the  war,  and  he 
had  Sharp*8  proposition  laid  before  bim.  I'he 
earl  of  Middleton  gave  lord'  Dumfries  power 
to  treat  in  his  name,  but  said,  he  knew  Sharp 
too  well  to  rward  any  thing  that  came  from 
him.  I3efore  lord  Dumfries  came  bnck,  Shar]» 
bad  tried  lord  Uotbes,  but  found  he  would 
not  meddle  in  it;  and  they  both  understood 
that  the  earl  of  Clarendon's  interest  was 
declining,  and  that  the  king  wiu;  like  to  change 
his  measures.  So  when  lord  Dumfries  came 
back  to  give  Sharp  an  account  of  bis  negotiation, 
he  seemed  surprised,  and  denied  he  had  given 
him  any  such  commission.  This  enraged  the 
earl  of  Dumfries,  so  that  he  published  the  thing 
in  all  companies;  among  others,  he  told  it  very 

{larticularly  to  myself.*'— Hornet's   History  of 
lis  Own  Times,  pp.  311,  .312. 

The  above  is  an  exceedingly  graphic  descrip> 
tion  of  these  parasitical  plunderers,  who  wire 
alike  faithless  to  Goil,  to  their  king,  and  to  one 
aiiorber.— /^/. 

'  This  barbarous  tool  of  tyranny,  so  muth 
ci'Icbrnted  for  bis  loyalty,  was  descended  from 
the  family  of  Carnwath,  and  born  alwut  the 
year  loOii.  He  appears  to  have  been  bred  to  the 
military  profession,  and  was  a  stnunch  adhei^nt 
to  Charles  1.  for  whom  be  commanded  at 
Carrickfergus  in  Ireland,  and  was  there  taken 
prisoner  in  the  yeiir  lt>o().  The  foHowing  year 
he  wiLs  made  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Worcester, 
and  carried  to  the  Tower,  whence  he  made  his 
escape  and  iiisl  to  the  continent,  after  which  bis 
estates  were  iorfeitcd,  and  he  was  exempted  from 
the  genenil  act  of  liidemmly.  V\e.  w^*  t«m\w- 
mended  by  Charles  l\.  Cor  \\\a  emvueiA  coutxvv;* 
mid  fidelity  to  l\ic  king  oC  VvAanA,  uwA  Vj>|  vV* 


u 
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1 6fifi  ^^^T  fculhmg  of  them.  Thus  the 
Bcheme  is  laid  abore* 

The  war  with  the  United  Pitwnces  con- 
tinuing, as  likewise  with  FiBnce  and  Den- 
mark, upon  the  8th  of  June  the  council 
issue  a  proclamation  for  a  fast;  which,  being 
much  in  the  same  form  we  have  already  seen, 
I  do  not  insert.  It  was  penned  by  the 
bishops,  and  has  this  remarkable  turn  in  it. 
**  We  having  great  and  eminent  experience 
of  the  assistance  of  Almighty  God,  whose 
protection  and  favour,  after  keeping  a  solemn 
day  of  fasting  and  humiliation,  we  have 
implored,  and  upon  this  great  occasion,  find- 
ing that  the  renewing  of  the  same  may  move 
Almighty  God  to  continue  his  favour." 
Which  some  at  that  time  thought  too  great 
a  compliment  paid  to  the  last  fast,  consider- 
ing the  nature  of  the  victory  obtained,  as 
also  to  this,  which  was  observed  the  second 
Wednesday  of  July,  in  the  south,  and  the 
third  Wednesday,  in  the  north  side  of  the 
water  of  £sk. 

At  the  same  diet  the  council  are  impor- 
tuned by  the  bishops,  to  do  something  further 
in  order  to  corrupt  the  youth.  Accordingly 
I  find  this  act  in  their  books. 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
considering,  that  before  the  beginning  of  the 


Czar  of  Muscovy,  under  whose  burner  he  fought 
AffUnst  the  Turks  and  Tartan,  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  general.  After  the  restoration, 
he  returned  to  his  native  couotrv,  bringinc 
along  with  him  honourable  testimonials  of 
bravery  and  good  conduct  in  his  Turkish  and 
Tartar  cam]Nugns,  and  was  thus  early  selected 
to  enforce  the  saoguioary  decrees  by  which  it 
vrss  attempted  to  establish  prelacv  in  Scotland. 
He  was  a  man  eminently  quuified  for  the 
service,  befog  relentless,  and  cruel  in  the  highest 
degree ;  abundant  instances  of  which  the  reader 
will  meet  with  in  the  course  of  this  history. 
The  following  is  a  portrait  of  this  beau  idettl  of 
modem  toryism,  drawn  evidently  by  one  who 
was  his  admirer: — 

"  He  was  bred  up  very  hardy  from  his  youth, 
both  in  diet  and  clothing.  He  never  wore 
boots,  nor  above  one  coat,  which  was  close  to 
his  body,  with  close  sleeves  like  those  we  call 
jockey  coats.  He  never  wore  a  peruke,  nor  did 
ne  shave  his  beard  since  the  murder  of  king 
Charles  I.  In  my  time  bis  head  was  bald, 
which  he  covered  only  with  a  beaver  hat,  the 
brim  of  which  was  not  above  three  inches  broad. 
His  beard  was  white  and  bushy,  and  yet 
rei.rhed  down  almost  to  his  girdle.  He  usually 
went  to  London  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  then 
only  to  kiss  the  king's  band,  who  had  a  great 
e&teem  For  h}§  worth  and  valour.  His  unusual 
drmr  MndiiguT9  when  be  was  in  London,  never 
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late  troubles  within  this  kingdom,  no  scholars 
were  admitted  to  colleges  or  unii^ersities  to 
receive  degrees,  or  the  name  of  the  master 
of  arts,  till  they  first  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  that  the  practice  of  that 
necessary  duty,  hath  not  for  many  years 
been  in  observance ;  yet  it  may  be  of  most 
dangerous  consequence,  that  any  should  be 
admitted  to  receive  degrees,  whereby  they 
may  be  fitted  and  qualified  to  serve  in  church 
or  state,  except  they  be  such  as  are  content 
to  give  evidence  of  their  loyalty :  wherefore 
the  said  lords  have  dischai^ged,  and  hereby 
do  discharge  all  masters,  regents,  and  teach- 
ers in  universities  and  colleges,  to  laureate, 
or  admit  to  degrees,  any  of  their  scholars, 
till  first  they  take  the  oath  of  allegiance: 
and  recommend  it  to  the  archbishops  and 
bishops  to  see  this  act  receive  due  obedience 
within  their  respective  bounds."  Remarks 
have  been  made  formerly  upon  acts  of  this 
nature;  and  I  shall  only  now  add,  that  I 
can  find  no  instances  of  this  oath's  being 
imposed  in  Scotland,  but  when  prelacy  was 
in  the  church. 

Upon  thb  encroachment  upon  universities, 
I  may  add  another  upon  the  ro}*al  burghs. 
Upon  the  13th  September,  the  council  send 
a  missive  to  the  town  of  Ayr,  signifying,  it 


failed  to  draw  after  him  a  great  crowd  of  boys 
and  other  young  people,  who  constantly  attended 
at  his  lodgings,  and  followed  him  with  huzzas 
as  he  went  to  court  or  returned  from  it.  As  be 
was  a  man  of  humour,  he  would  always  tbank 
them  for  their  civilities  whrn  he  left  them 
at  the  door  to  go  in  to  the  king,  and  vroald 
let  them  know  exactly  at  what  hour  be  intended 
to  come  out  again  and  return  to  his  lodgings. 
Wben  the  king  walked  in  the  nark,  attefioed 
by  some  of  his  courtiers,  and  Dalziel  in  his 
company,  the  same  crowds  would  alwavs  be 
after  him,  showing  their  admiration  ot  his 
beard  and  dress,  so  that  the  king  could  hardly 
pass  on  for  the  crowd,  upon  which  his  majesty 
bid  the  devil  take  Dalziel  for  bringing  such 
a  rabble  of  boys  together  to  have  their  guts 
squeezed  out,  while  they  gazed  at  his  long  bourd 
and  antic  habit,  requesting  him  at  the  same 
time  (as  Dalziel  used  to  express  it),  to  nhave  and 
dress  like  other  Christians,  to  keep  the  pooi 
bairns  out  of  danger.  AH  this  could  never 
prevail  on  him  to  part  with  his  beard  ;  but  yet, 
in  compliance  to  his  majesty,  he  wrnt  once  to 
court  in  the  very  height  of  the  fashion,  but  m 
soon  as  the  king  and  those  about  him  had 
laughed  sufficiently  at  the  strange  figure  he 
made,  he  resumed  his  old  habit,  to  the  great  joy 
of  the  boys,  who  bad  not  discovered  him  in 
his  fashionable  dress.**— Kirkton's  History  of 
the  Churcli,  (x.  luvU,  ^.  ^S^.— Ed. 
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b  their  pleasure,  that  proYOst  Cimingham 
be  continued  this  year  also,  as  he  was,  by 
their  orders,  the  last ;  and  it  is  signified  to 
the  town,  that  obedience  is  expected.  The 
letter  is  signed  St.  Andrews,  who  now 
almost  always  presides  in  the  council.  The 
royal  burghs  have  likewise  a  letter  sent  to 
each  of  them,  ordering  them  to  send  in  to 
the  clerk  of  council  the  declaration  appointed 
by  parliament,  signed  by  all  the  members  of 
their  town-council  and  magistrates,  since 
the  last  returns  were  made :  and  letters  of 
the  same  nature  are  writ  to  the  sherifis  and 
justices  of  the  peace  in  each  shire. 

A  letter  is  sent  down  from  the  king  to  the 
council,  dated  October  1st,  no  question  pro- 
cured by  bishop  Sharp,  if  not  formed  by  him. 
It  deserves  a  room  here,  and  it  is  as  follows. 

**  Right  trusty,  &c.  We  greet  you  well. 
Upon  complaint  made  to  us  of  the  great 
disorders  in  the  church,  and  of  the  insolent 
keeping  of  unlawful  conventicles  in  that  our 
kingdony ;  after  advice  from  these  to  whom 
we  thought  fit  to  refer  the  consideration  of 
these  growing  evils,  and  fitting  remedies  to 
them,  we  think  now  it  necessary  to  require 
you,  to  take  special  care  that  the  laws 
and  acts  of  state  be  vigorously  prosecuted 
agpdnst  all  contraveners,  and  with  greatest 
severity  against  those  who  are  known  to  be 
most  pernicious  adversaries  to  the  peace  of 
the  church.  As  also,  that  by  act  of  council 
you  enjoin,  that  all  heritors  and  landlords 
be  obliged,  and  made  answerable  for  their 
tenants  and  servants  living  orderly,  and  not 
withdrawing  fit>ra  ordinances,  and  not  keep- 
ing conventicles ;  and  that  for  that  end, 
they  be  empowered  and  required  to  remove 
them,  if  need  be,  and  that  a  remedy  may  be 
provided  where  they  have  tacks,  or  are 
rentallers ;  and  magistrates  of  burghs  to  be 
answerable  for  their  inhabitants,  who  reside 
^-ithin  thar  respective  liberties  for  the  space 
of  six  months  and  upwards.  So  expecting 
an  account  of  this  from  you,  we  bid  you 
heartily  farewell.  Whitehall,  October  1st, 
1666.  **  Laudjbrdale." 

Upon  this  28  bottomed  the  rigorous  pro- 
clamation published  the  1 1th  of  the  same 
month,  entitled,  ''proclamation  for  procur- 
ing obedience  to  eccJeguutieaJ  authority,"! 


which  I  have  insert,*  as  being  un-    .^^g 
reasonable  in  the  statutory  part  of 
It,  and  what  was  a  pattern  for  most  part 
of  their  acts  and  proclamations  afterwards^ 


*  Proclamation  for  proeurinff  obetiience  to  eec/e- 
siattical  authority,  October  lltk,  IGCJG. 
Charlet,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  to  maoers  of  our  privy 

council,  and  metsenffers  at  arms,  our  sheriiTs  in 
that  part,  conjunctly  and  severally,  tpecially 
constitute,  greeting  ;  Forasmuch  as  by  the  first 
act  of  the  third  session  of  our  late  parliament, 
entitled.  Act  against  separation  and  disobedience 
to  ecclesiastical  authority,  it  is  recommended  to 
the  lords  of  our  privy  council  to  take  speedy  and 
effectual  coarse  that  the  said  act,  enjoining  obe- 
dience to  the  government  of  the  church,  as  it  is 
now  settled  by  law,  receive  due  and  ready  obe- 
dience from  aU  subjects ;  with  power  to  them  to 
decern  and  inflict  such  censures,  penalties,  and 
corporal  puni^ments  as  they  shall  think  fit, 
upon  the  contraveners,  and  direct  all  execution 
necessary,  for  making  the  same  effectual,  and  to  do 
every  other  thing  netful  for  procuring  obedience 
to  the  said  act,  and  putting  the  same  to  punctual 
exeeution,  conform  to  the  tenor  ana  intent 
thereof.  And  by  divers  other  acta  of  parliament 
and  council,  made  against  papists,  quakers,  and 
other  disaffected  persons,  tney  are  commanded, 
under  great  pahis  and  penalties,  to  freqoent  the 
ordinances,  in  hearing  sermon,  and  paitaking  of 
the  sacraments,  and  all  other  acts  of  puollc 
worship,  at  their  own  parish  churches,  and  not 
to  keep  any  priyate  meetings  or  conventicles : 
nevertheless,  0>c  said  acts  have  not  rect  ived  thut 
vigorous  execution  and  obedience  in  some  ports 
of  the  kingdom,  which  might  have  been  given, 
if  masters  of  families,  heritors,  and  landlords 
in  the  country,  and  maffistrates  within  burghs 
royal,  bad  been  careful  and  xealous  in  their 
stations  in  procuring  obedience  from  their  ser- 
vants, tenants,  and  inhabitants,  over  whom  they 
have  power  and  jurisdiction :  so  that  it  is  more 
than  high  time  to  prevent  the  increase  and 
spreading  of  these  aisorders,  which,  by  evil 
example,  might  poison  and  infect  theee  that  are 
yet  sound  in  their  principles,  and  well  affected 
to  our  government.  Our  will  is  herefore,  and 
we  charge  you  straitly,  and  command,  that 
incontinent,  these  oar  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to 
the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  remanent  head 
bor^hs  of  the  several  riiires  and  other  plaoca 
needful,  and  there,  by  open  proclamation,  in  oar 
name  and  authority,  command  and  charge  all 
masters  of  families  that  tbev  cause  their  domes- 
tic servants,  grieves,  chamberlains,  and  others 
entertained  by  them,  to  give  obedience  to  our 
laws  foresaid,  and  acts  of  council ;  and  particu- 
larly that  they  frequent  the  public  wonoiip  and 
ordinances  at  their  own  pariah  churches,  and 
participate  of  the  sacraments,  and  abstain  from 
all  conventicles  and  private  meetings,  and  that 
they  retain  none  in  their  service  but  such  as 
they  will  be  answerable  for ;  and  in  case  of  their 
disobedience,  that  they  remove  them  out  of  thrir 
service  immediately  after  intimation  thereof  by 
the  minister  of  the  parish :  as  also,  that  all  heii- 
tors,  landlords,  and  liferenters,  who  have  granted 
any  tacks  or  rentals  to  their  UiiMiXa,  ^^\v\k  «x« 
yet  standing  unexpired,  cauM  t2be\i  xaxaxvXa  «&^ 
rvntallen  give  tuAcUoiX  \Mnid  aaoA  vskX^  l«st 


16 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


1666. 


and  a  great  foundation  of  violent 
persecution;  yea,  it  was  so  far 
beyond  the  councirs  power,  that  after- 
wards it  was  found  needful,  ex  post 
facto,  to  confirm  it  by  a  parliamentary  au* 
thority.  In  the  narrative  it  is  alleged,  the 
parliament,  by  their  act  against  separation, 
give  the  council  power  to  do  all  in  this 
proclamation;  but  it  will  be  evident,  by  a 
comparison  of  the  two,  the  council  go 
beyond  the  power  committed  to  them.  All 
masters  are  charged  to  see  that  their  servants 
give  obedience  to  all  acts  anent  conformity, 
and  keep  none  in  their  service  but  such  as 
do  so ;  all  heritors,  &c.  are  to  see  to  their 
tenants*  conformity,  and  their  abstaining 
from  conventicles,  and  cause  them  give  bond 
for  this  effect ;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  raise 
letters  of  homing  against  them,  and  the 
escheats  thereby  falling  into  the  king's  hand, 
are  given  to  the  heritors ;  and  if  the  tenants 
who  refuse  be  moveable,  that  they  be  eject- 
ed, and  no  new  tacks  be  given,  without 
security  for  conformity.  Mogistrates  of 
burghs  are  to  take  the  same  method  with 
inhabitants;  and,  in  case  of  contravention, 


obeyinfi:  the  said  acts  of  pariiament  and  council, 
anfl  specially  for  frequenting  public  worship aiul 
ordinances,  as  said  is,  and  abstaining  from  pri- 
vate meeting ;  and  if  need  be,  that  they  raise 
letters  under  the  signet  of  our  privy  council,  and 
charge  them,  fur  that  effect,  upon  six  days,  and 
in  case  of  disobedience,  to  denounce  them  to  our 
horn,  and  registrate  the  same ;  for  which  end, 
warrant  is  given  tu  direct  letten  in  their  name 
against  all  and  sundry  their  tenants  and  rental- 
lers  :  and  we  do  declare,  that  we  will  give  and 
bestow  the  escheats  falling  to  us  by  the  siiid 
lioriiiijgs  upon  the  landlords  and  setters  of  these 
tacks  and  rentals,  in  ho  far  as  may  be  extended 
thereto ;  recommending  hereby  to  our  treasurer- 
principal,  and  treasurer-depute,  and  others  of 
our  exchequer,  to  grant  the  same  accordingly : 
and  in  case  the  tenants  be  remo\'al>le,  and  refuse 
to  give  obedience,  that  they  warn  and  pursue 
tho.m  to  remove,  and  obtain  decreets  of  ejection 
against  them  ;  and  that  no  heritor,  landlord,  or 
liferenter,  set  their  lauds  hereafter  to  any  person, 
by  word  or  writ,  but  to  such  as  they  will  be 
answerable  for,  as  said ;  and  that  they  take  sure- 
ty from  them  by  provisions  and  obligements  to 
be  insert  in  their  tacks,  or  otherwise  by  bond 
apart,  In  case  there  be  no  writ,  that  the  said 
tacksmen,  rentallers,  and  all  others  their  hinds, 
rottars,  and  servants,  who  shall  live  under  them 
upon  the  said  lands,  shall  give  obedience  in  man- 
ner foresaid  ;  otherwise  that  their  tacks,  rentals, 
and  whole  interest,  right  and  possession  shall  be 
void  and  expire,  ip$ofacto^  as  if  they  had  never 
Amo  gnntea.  Bad  that  without  any  dedantor 
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masters,  heritors,  and  magistrmtes  are  made 
liable  to  all  the  penaltiea  of  the  contraveners. 
The  unreasonable  hardihlps  io  all  this  need 
not  be  exposed;  it  is  mn  exceUcDt  footing 
for  a  standing  army  to  act  opon* 

Besides  the  fines  which  were  aaticipated 
for  other  uses,  and  pretty  much  pocketed 
before  they  came  to  the  general'!  hands,  it 
was  foimd  necenary  new  bucdens  abould  be 
hud  upon  the  country  fiar  the  support  of 
the  army,  in  executing  this  and  the  fonner 
severe  acts  obliging  to  confonnity :  and  so 
I  find,  November  8th,  this  year,  a  proclama- 
tion issued  out  fi>r  calling  a  convention  of 
estates,  to  raise  money  for  nuuntnining  the 
soldiers  in  the  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
Their  sitting  was,  for  some  time,  prevented 
by  the  confusions  which  Just  now  fell  in. 

By  all  these  impositions,  encroachments, 
and  terrible  exactkms,  the  spirits  of  many 
came  to  be  imbittcred,  and  the  common 
people  turned  almost  desperate.  They  had 
been  imposed  ui)on  dreadfully  as  to  their 
religious  concerns ;  and  the  civil  govemrocDt 
now  join  issue  with  the  bishops  and  their 
underlings.     Scotsmen  have  ever  been  im- 


or  further  process,  and  then  as  now,  and  now  s* 
then,  that  they  shsdl  renounce  all  right  that 
they  shall  have  thereto,  and  shall  remove  t hern- 
selves  without  any  warning  ;  and  in  case  of  titil- 
ure,  the  lantllords  and  others  are  to  charge  and 
denounce  them  In  manner  foresaid.  As  like- 
wise, that  all  magistrates  of  royal  burghs  take 
special  care  and  notice,  and  be  answerable,  that 
their  burgesses  and  inhabitants  be  obedient  to 
the  foresaid  acts  of  parliament  and  council,  ami 
that  they  cause  charge  such  of  tliem,  as  they 
shall  think  fit,  and  are  subpecte<l,  to  give  boiiil 
and  surety,  as  said  is ;  and  for  the  magistrates' 
own  relief,  in  case  they  contravene,  and  If  they 
fail,  to  denounce  them  in  manner  foresaid*, 
with  certiGcation,  that  all  masters  of  familiex. 
landlords,  and  magistrates  of  burghs,  who  shall 
not  give  punetual  obedience  in  manner  above 
written,  that  they  shiJl  be  liable  tu  the  saunv 
pains  and  penalties  due  to  the  contravenei*s,  but 
prejudice  always  of  pro<:eediag  against  the  ron- 
traveners  themselves,  and  Inflicting  the  said 
pains,  and  all  other  pains  contained  in  any  act  of 
parliament  or  council  heretofore  made  against 
;  iiapi^ts,  quakers,  and  persons  disobedient :  oerti- 
1  fying  also  all  concerned,  that  the  lords  of  our 
privy  council  will  not  only  take  special  care  to 
I  secure  the  public  peace,  but  also  to  discover 
!  all  secret  attempts  and  designs  to  disturb  the 
same,  and  to  punish  all  persons  that  shall  be 
found  guilty,  according  to  the  quality  of  their 
oflfence.  And  ordr.ins  these  presents  to  be 
printed  and  published,  that  none  pretend  igno- 
ranee. 
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patient  under  tyranny,  and  the  wonder  is 
not  great,  that  after  ao  much  patience,  less 
than  they  were  under  ctid  drive  them  to 
extremitica.  Theoommon  people  being  glad 
of  any  thing  that  looked  like  a  present 
reapite,  are  soon  moved  to  undertake^  though 
many  times  their  undertakings  are  as  much 
M  they  are  ill  concerted.  How- 
r,  they  wanted  not  provocation  at  this 
time :  as  the  rdigious  rights  of  the  church 
are  ovartonied,  so  the  dvil  liberties  of 
Scotland  are  like  to  be  well  looked  to 
be  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace  1  and 
the  best  part  of  the  kingdom  oppressed  in 
order  to  maintam  it.  Our  reformation  is 
broke  in  upon,  and  liberty  and  property  taken 
away.  The  more  knowing  and  prudent  were 
silent  in  this  evil  time,  and  yet  under  the 
greatest  fears  and  apprehensions  what  would 
be  the  end  of  those  things.  The  common 
people  were  disposed  to  take  any  probable 
course  to  get  ihmi  under  their  sad  burdens; 
and  yet  all  this  year,  thii^  went  on  very 
smoothly  till  November,  when  fortuitously, 
and  without  any  concert,  the  gathering  of 
the  oppressed  country  b^gan,  which  made 
so  great  a  noise,  and  afterwards  proved  a 
handle  of  heightening  their  miseries.  The 
account  of  this  I  come  to  give  in  the  next 
sectioiia 

SECT.  U 

A  siori  hittorkal  account  of  the  beginnings 
mnd  progreu  of  the  riting  in  GaUoway, 
and  Hi  disnpating  at  Pentland,  November ^ 
1666. 

Tbis  rising  being  so  unexpected  and  sudden, 
and  no  journals  of  It  kept,  any  accounts  of 
it  that  can  be  now  given,  must  be  very 
lame :  what  fellows  is  mostly  taken  from  a 
narrative  a  person  of  good  sense  and  probity 
gathered  about  this  time,  from  conversa- 
tion with  some  of  the  most  knowing  of 
this  small  handful  of  people;  and  the  coun- 
cil registers,  and  other  papers  come  to  my 
hand. 

8ir  James  Turner  nnd  hb  soldiers,  con- 
tinued to  make  terrible  havoc  in  the  west, 
and  especially  the  south.  That  country  vf2A 
made  a  wOdcmeai^  and  well  nigb  ruined;  a  | 
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great  many  families  were  scattered, 
and  not  only  the  common  people, 
but  persons  of  better  note,  gentlemen  and 
others,  were  forced  to  flee  their  houses,  and 
lurk  in  mosses  and  mountains,  and  other 
coverts,  of  many  of  whom  the  world  war 
not  worthy  I  these  had  nothing  like  resisting 
the  king's  forces  in  view,  but  were  silently 
groaning  under  their  oppressions,  till  a  very 
small  matter  kindled  this  fire,  and  an  un- 
fereseen  accident  gave  a  beginning  to  this 
rising. 

.  Upon  Tuesday,  November  13th,  1666, 
four  countrymen,  after  great  hardships,  and 
long  festing  in  their  wanderings,  came  to  the 
small  country  village  of  Dairy  in  Galloway, 
to  get  a  little  refreshment  :^  upon  the  high 
wi^,  a  little  from  that  place,  they  accident- 
ally met  with  three  or  four  soldiers,  driving 
before  them  a  company  of  people,  neighbours 
to  a  poor  old  man  in  that  place,  who  had 
fled  from  his  own  house  himself,  in  order  to 
oblige  them  to  thrash  out  the  poor  man's 
corns,  that  of  them  they  might  make  money 
to  satisfy  for  his  church  fines,  as  they  were 
now  termed.  This  troubled  the  four  honest 
men  very  much,  yet  they  passed  by  the 
soldiers,  and  came  to  the  house  they  design- 
ed. When  there  they  are  taking  a  little 
refreshment,  information  is  brought  them, 
that  the  soldiers  had  seized  the  poor  old 
man,  brought  him  to  his  house^  and  were 
going  to  strip  him  naked,  and  set  him  upon 
a  red  hot  gridiron  upon  which  bread  used 
to  be  baked,  and  were  using  unheard  of 
torture  and  barbarities  toward  him.  Where- 
upon they  resolve  to  do  what  in  them  lay, 
to  relieve  the  poor  man  their  fellow-sufferer; 
and  presently  come  to  the  house,  and  ear- 
nestly entreated  the  soldiers  to  let  him  go, 
and  desist  from  their  severities.  Two  of 
the  soldiers  were  with  the  man  himself,  and 
refused  the  countrymen's  desire,  and  some 
high  words  passed  betwixt  them :  upon  the 
hearing  of  which,  the  other  two  rush  out  of 
another  room  where  they  were,  with  drawn 
swords,  and  make  at  the  countrymen,  and 
had  almost  killed  two  of  them.     Thereupon 


*  One  of  thrse  was  M'l^llan  of  B*r5cob, 
afterwmrdi  forfeited,  who  \\\e  o\\kCt  >3Di.Tt»iR«c% 
wt  have  not  discover«d.^Sd. 
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1666  ^"®  ®^  ***®™  ^charged  hia  pistol, 
loaden,  as  I  am  told,  with  tobacco- 
pipe,  all  the  ball  they  had,  and  hurt  one 
of  the  soldiers.  This  quickly  made  the 
rest  yield,  and  the  countrymen  ^sarmed 
them,  and  made  them  prisoners;  and  the 
poor  old  man  is  happily  delivered. 

Now  the  countr3rmen  are  engaged,  and  in 
as  great  hazard  as  they  could  well  be.  They 
knew  they  would  be  reckoned  rebels,  and 
therefore  resolve  to  go  through  with  it,  and 
stand  to  their  own  defence  the  best  wi^ 
they  might.  There  were  about  a  dozen  of 
soldiers,  in  another  place  of  the  same  parish 
of  Dairy,  about  the  same  work  of  oppressing 
the  people  for  their  church-fines :  lest  these 
should  come  and  destroy  them,  they  resolve 
to  prevent  them;  and  that  night  seven  or 
eight  more  country  people  join  the  first  four, 
and  to-morrow  morning  early,  they  went 
and  surprised  the  party  of  soldiers.  All  of 
tbem  quietly  rendered  their  arms,  except 
one,  who  making  resistance,  was  killed. 

By  this  time  they  might  be  assured  of 
very  terrible  reprisals,  and  all  the  revenge 
Sir  James  Turner  was  capable  to  make,  who 
was  now  at    Dumfries,  some    sixteen  or 
eighteen  miles  distant:  therefore  the  laird  of 
Barscob,  and  some  other  gentlemen  near  by, 
now  joined  with  the  countrymen,  knowing 
tlie  whole  country  would  be  made  equally 
guilty,  and  perfectly  destroyed,  resolve  to 
be  beforehand  with  Sir  James;  and  gather 
together  about  fifty  horse,  and  a  few  foot, 
and,  without  any  loss  of  time,  upon  Thurs- 
day, November  15th,  march  straight  to  Dum- 
fries.  There  they  surprise  Sir  James  Turner, 
make   him    prisoner,  and    disarm    all  his 
soldiers,  without  doing  hurt  to  any  of  them, 
save  one,  who,  upon  his  violent  resistance, 
was  wounded.    When  this  was  done,  in 
their  abundant  loyalty  they  went  to  the 
cross  of  Dumfries,  and  publicly  drank  the 
king's  health,  and  prosperity  to  his  govern- 
ment; for  which  they  had  very  indi£ferent 
thanks.     Such  was  the  beginning  of  this 
insurrection,  an  occasional  tumult  upon  a 
sudden  fray,  ne\'er  thought  of  till  it  began. 
I  am  told,  the  person  who  seized  Sir  James 
was  Andrew  Gray,  merchant  in  Edinburgh, 
accidentally  in  the  country  at  this  time 
about  hia  bunneas  :  heldi  them  very  soon, 


as  did  many  others;*  yet  so  many  of  them 
kept  together  with  Sir  James  their  prisoner, 
as  were  the  beginnings  of  tfa«  little  anny 
which  was  m  gathering.  Gallowmy  hod  su^ 
fiered  most,  and  the  oppression  thm  was  the 
b^ginniog  of  the  quiml;  yet,  while  they 
continued  there^  their  numbers  were  vciy 
small,  not  exceeding  tliree  hundred  ynfp. 
Indeed  divers  worthy  gentlemen  and 
joined  them. 


•  This  Mr.  Andrew  Gray,  aceording  to  Mr. 
Andn*w  Symson,  minister  of  the  parisii  if 
Kirkiiiuer,  u  reported  by  Kirkpurick  Sharpen 
Esq.  in  a  note  to  KIrkton's  History  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  "retired  with  the  money 
and  baggage  he  had  got  at  Dumfries  ao  quietlj, 
that  he  was  never  seen  by  any  of  his  own  party 
after  that."  Kirkton's  Hhitory,  NoU,  pu  8S£ 
Burnet  states,  that  **  there  was  considerable  cash 
in  his  [Sir  J.  Turuer'sl  hands,  partly  for  the 
pay  of  his  men,  partly  of  the  finee  which  he  had 
raised  in  the  country  that  was  seised;  bat  he  to 
whom  they  trusted  the  keeping  of  it  ran  away 
with  it.**  History  of  his  Ora  Thnes,  toL  L 
p.  S42.  These  statements,  however,  oeem  to  ba 
without  foundation.  Andrew  Gray  met  with, 
and  held  a  conversation  with  CoL  Wallace,  on  the 
Monday  aftPT  having  deserted  hia  party,  «*  and 
though  Wallace,"  savshe,  "perceived  that  An- 
drew had  come  off  in  a  pet,  he  gives  hot  the 
smallest  hint  that  he  had  been  gaUty  of  any 
unfair  dealing. '*  We  also  find  him  after  this  an 
exile  at  Newcastle,  in  company  of  a  number  of 
his  fellow  sufferers,  and  sharing  alone  with 
them  the  bounty  of  Mr.  William  Veitch,  who 
had  been  in  tlie  rising  at  Pentland,  though  not 
at  Dumfrii>9,  and  must  have  known  it,  had  any 
such  circumstance  as  the  above  taken  place.— 
Memoirs  <»f  Mr.  William  Veitch,  and  Notices 
of  the  Rising  at  Pentland,  by  CoL  Wallace^ 
edited  bv  Dr.  M<Crie,  pp.  49,  S91. 

Mr.  John  Blackader,  who  has  given  a  very 
minute  detail  of  the  seizure  of  Sir  James  Turner, 
sa3rs,  "  a  party  was  sent  up  to  search  his  rooms, 
and  bring  down  his  papers  and  trunks  which 
were  much  emptied,  having  sent  the  mone}'  he 
had  exacted  in  oppression  to  Glasf^ow  before, 
as  I  heard  say,  in  some  loads."  From  all  the 
circumstances' of  the  case,  we  think  it  pr«>tty 
evident,  that  Gray  took  offence  at  lieing  pre- 
vented by  Neilson  of  (Jorsack  from  ahootini: 
Sir  James  Turner,  and  from  the  moderation  «it 
its  commencement,  augured  an  unhappy  con- 
clusion to  the  enterprise  which  he  did  not  choose 
to  witness.  Indeed,  after  the  party  had  demon- 
strated the  extent  of  their  charity  by  giving 
quarter  to  Sir  James  Turner,  and  the  depth  of 
their  loyaltv  by  drinking  the  health  of  king 
Charles  at  the  cross  of  Dumfries,  we  do  not  see, 
acting  with  consistency  and  common  senae,  any 
thing  that  remained  for  them  to  do,  but  each  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  home,  and  to  pay  what 
fines  might  l>e  imposed  upon  him,  or  to  Nurrender 
his  life,  should  it  be  required,  with  what  grace 
he  could,  for  he  was  evidently  not  yet  prepared 
for  that  desiderate  resistance,  nor  armed  with 
that  immovable  daring  which  is  necessary  for 
bursting  the  chains  of  slavery,  and  breaking  the 
iron  rod  of  the  o^^Tcsior.— £<2. 
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By  the  council-records  I  find,  that  upon 
NoTember  16th  appeared  before  them  at 
Eciinbuigh,  Steven  Inrine,  bailie  of  DumfKet, 
and  gare  information  of  "  an  insurrection  by 
a  considerable  number  of  armed  men ;  and 
declared  he  saw  —  Neilson  of  Gorsack, 
M'Ldlan  of  Barscob,  Mr.  Alexander  Robert- 
son a  minister's  son,  —  M'Cartney  of 


Blaiket,  and  James  Galium,  glover  in  Dum- 
fries." Thu  surprising  account  put  the 
bishops,  and  managers  at  Edinburgh  into  a 
terrible  fright;  and  an  express  is  sent  up 
to  court  in  all  haste.  The  commissioner 
Bothes  took  journey  to  London,  to  receive 
his  instructions  with  relation  to  the  conven- 
tion lately  indicted  to  meet  at  Edinbuigh,  a 
day  or  two  before  the  countrymen's  attempt 
at  Dairy.  The  council's  flying  packet  reach- 
ed the  king  before  him.  When  the  earl  had 
waited  upon  the  king,  and  received  from  his 
majesty  the  account  of  what  the  council 
termed  a  most  horrid  conspiracy,  he  was 
perfectly  stunned,  and  could  scarce  credit  it. 
Jointly  with  this  express  to  court,  the 
coundl  writes  letters  to  the  earls  of  Annan- 
dale,  Galloway,  Kilmamock,  Glencairn,  Cas- 
sils,  and  Lothian,  the  lords  Drumlanerk, 
and  Newbottle,and  Sur  Gilbert  Eliot,  signify- 
ing that  upon  information  of  a  rising  in  arms, 
in  or  near  the  places  they  were  concerned 
in,  they  were  to  order  the  king's  forces  to 
march  towards  the  rising;  and  in  the  mean- 
lime  they  expect  they  will  do  all  they  can  to 
wntain  the  peace,  and  concur  with,  and 
support  the  forces,  when  they  come."  Signed, 
'  St.  Andrews." — Next  day,  the  council 
meet  agam,  and  order  general  Dalziel,  with 
as  many  of  the  forces  as  he  can,  to  march 
to  Gla^ow,  and  from  thence  to  the  place  at 
which  he  shall  hear  the  insurrection  is  come 
to  any  head.  And  meanwhile,  the  guards 
of  the  town  of  Edinburgh  are  doubled,  and 
the  names  of  all  the  lodgers  are  ordered  to 
be  immediately  given  up.  Likewise  they 
write  a  letter  to  the  commissioner,  giving 
an  account  of  the  rebellion.  I  have  inserted 
it  from  the  refers,  in  a  note.*    The  better 


«  CounciTs  letter  to  the  communoner,  November 

\l(h,  1666. 

May  it  pleaie  your  grace. 
The  lords  of  his  mijesty's  prlry  coundl,  iiav- 
iDf  rrceiivvl  htAfnuMiian  of  aome  risings,  and 
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yet  to  secure  the  metropolis,  upon  .^^^ 
the  19th  of  November,  the  council 
make  this  act.    **  Considering  the  necessity 
of  securing  the  town  of  Edinbui*gh,  from  all 


appearances  of  disorders  in  Kirkcudbright  and 
other  places  adjacent,  have  thouf^bt  it  their  duty 
to  give  bis  majesty  timous  notice  thereof,  and 
that  orders  are  given  for  suppressing  of  the  same, 
which  they  do  nerebv  ofTer  to  your  grace  to  lie 
presented  to  his  majesty.  Yesternight  one  of 
the  bailies  of  Dumfries  came  hither,  aud  inform- 
ed, that  on  Thursday  Lvt,  towards  the  break  of 
day,  about  fourscore  of  horses  iu  aruit,  and  alno 
many  foot,  entered  the  town  of  l^umfries,  and 
having  about  one  huiidrud  and  fifly  foot  without 
the  town,  did  set  guards  to  the  m^strates* 
houses,  and  invaded  the  house  where  Sir  James 
Turner  was,  seized  upon  bis  person,  carried  him 
from  his  bed  to  the  streets,  and  through  the 
town,  and  at  last  carried  him  away  with  them. 
The  bailie  having  seen  this,  came  immediately 
hither  to  give  us  notice :  he  sa}*s,  there  are  no 
persons  or  any  quality  among  them,  but  that 
they  give  out  themselves  that  Gilbert  Kcr  is 
there.  This  morning  we  have  received  further 
notice  of  the  gatherings  of  some  people  in  these 
places,  which  we  are  very  hopeful  will  soon 
vanish,  or  speedily  be  supprest.  Yet  we  have 
thought  It  our  duty,  in  discharge  of  our  tnist 
we  hkve  from  his  migesty,  to  apply  his  mtgesty's 
authority  for  the  speedy  suppressing  of  the 
same,  as  the  b^inning  of  a  most  desperate 
rebellion ;  and  thereupon  have  given  orders  to 
the  lieutenant-general  of  his  mi^esty*s  forces,  for 
marching  presently  against  them,  as  will  more 
fully  appear  to  your  grace  by  the  order  itself, 
the  copy  whereof  is  herein  enclosed.  Orders 
are  also  sent  to  persons  of  greatest  interest  in 
these  countries,  to  be  assisting  in  this  affair ;  of 
which  orders  there  is  a  copy  also  enclosed.  This 
being  all  the  information  we  have  vet  gotten,  we 
could  do  no  more  at  present ;  for  the  forces  they 
are  to  march  the  morrow  morning :  but,  accord- 
ing as  we  shall  receive  further  intelligence, 
we  shall  not  be  wanting  in  the  discharge  of 
our  duty  for  the  suppressing  thir  rebels,  and 
secui'ing  the  peace.  And,  upon  this  occasion, 
the  council  having  had  their  tnoughts  upon  the 
fittest  means  for  securing  the  peace,  it  is  their 
unanimous  judgment,  that  it  is  most  necessary  for 
that  end,  that  the  heritors  of  the  several  coun- 
tries^ especially  of  the  southern  and  western 
shires,  and  such  other  as  his  m^esty's  council 
shall  think  fit,  be  presently  required  to  sign  the 
declaration  concerning  the  covenant,  and  that 
such  as  shall  delay  or  refuse,  be  secured  and 
looked  upon  as  enemies  to  his  mi^esty's  author- 
ity and  government:  as  this  will  be  a  ready 
mean  to  discover  who  are  well  or  ill  affected 
to  his  migesty,  so  without  it,  we  conceive, 
neither  the  public  peace  nor  his  majesty's  gov- 
ernment can  be  well  secured : — 

We  rest  your  grace's  humble  servants, 


St.  Andrews, 

Moirraosi, 

Egunton, 

DuMraiEs, 

Newbusgh, 

Sinclair, 

Hj^ULaatov, 

BaLi.aKDaiit> 


John  Gilmour, 
A.  Primrose, 

Jo.   NiSBET, 

j.  lockiiart, 
Hume, 


i 
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}fwc  ^^^^'^^P^"  ^^  rebellious  penoDB,  or- 
dain the  magistrates  of  Edbbui^, 
Canongate,  and  Letth,  and  other  places 
within  their  liberties,  to  cause  the  officers 
of  the  several  companies  enroll  all  the  sol* 
diers  under  their  command,  and  all  of  them, 
officers  and  soldiers,  to  gire  their  oath  to  be 
true  and  faithful  to  the  king,  and  that  they 
shall  defend  his  authority,  and  maintain  the 
same  against  this  insurrection  and  rebellion, 
and  all  others,  to  the  hasard  of  their  lives  and 
fortunes:  and  if  any  refuse,  that  they  be 
presently  disarmed,  their  persons  secured,  and 
the  council  acquainted  with  their  names." 
And  as  to  the  country  round  the  place  where 
the  rising  was,  the  council  ogain  write  to  the 
earl  of  Annandale,lord  Drumlanerk,  and  sev- 
eral others,  *'  empowering  them  to  convocate 
their  followers,  and  with  them  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  to  attack  the 
rebels."  Likewise,  upon  the  other  side, 
they  send  letters  to  Fife,  directed  to  the  earl 
of  Weems,  lords  Newark,  Melvil,  and  Bur- 
leigh, **  to  come  in  with  their  friends  and 
followers,  with  horses  and  arms,  to  defend 
the  town  of  Edinburgh,  that  so  the  king's 
authority  may  be  defended  from  rebellious 
and  disaffected  persons  now  in  arms."  Sign- 
ed, **  St.  Andrews." — In  the  commissioner's 
absence  it  fell  to  the  primate  to  preside  in 
council ;  and  being  now  a  time  of  war  several 
of  the  lords  grumbled  very  much,  and  spared 
not  to  say  openly  with  oaths,  ''Have  we 
none  in  Scotland  to  give  orders  at  such  a 
juncture,  but  a  priest  ?" 

Upon  the  21st  they  issue  forth  a  procla- 
mation against  the  rebels  in  arms  in  the 
west.  It  is  inserted  at  the  foot  of  the 
page,*  and  order  the  general  to  publish  it, 

*  Proehmation  aaaiiui  the  rtheU  in  arms, 
Nooember  2ltt,  1666. 

Charles,  ftc  to  all  and  sundry  our  good  sub- 

tcts,  greeting :  whereas  by  the  clear  and  express 
ws  and  aets  of  pariiament  of  this  kingdom,  it 
is  declared  to  be  high  treason  for  Uie  suljects  of 
the  same,  or  any  number  of  them,  more  or  less, 
upon  any  ground  or  pretext  whatsoeTer,  to  rise 
or  ooBttnue  in  arms,  without  our  special  author- 
ity and  approbation ;  and  neverthdesa,  a  party 
of  disloyal  persons,  disaffected  toourgoremment 
and  laws,  who  have  formerly  tasted  of  our 
royal  bounty  and  clemency,  whereunto  they 
owe  their  lives  and  fortunes,  having  forfeited 
the  same  bv  their  former  rebellious  practices, 
ander  the  cloak  of  religion,  the  ordinary  colour 
aad  pniat  of  rebeUioa,  Aave  now  again  risen 


f  Boor  ir. 

and  see  that  it  be  executed  with  all  care. 
This  proclamation  contains  no  promise  of 
indemnity  in  it,  upon  laying  down  of  arms. 


in  arms,  withhi  the  stewarCryof  Kirkcodbrlglit, 
shires  of  Galloway  and  Ayr,  and  other  western 
shires;  and  havinij^  in  a  hostile  way  enttred 
within  the  town  of  Dumfries,  has  there,  and  in 
other  places  of  the  oountry,  aeiaed  npen  the  Mr- 
sons  of  divers  of  our  good  suljects,  has  pfun- 
dered  and  robbed  them,  and  othcn  of  their 
horses,  arms,  and  other  goods»  and  has  done  and 
committed  many  outrageous  and  treasonable 
deeds  and  attempts  against  our  authority,  and 
against  and  upon  oar  royal  snijoela.  And  we, 
out  of  our  royal  tenderness  for  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  this  our  ancient  kingdom,  being  careful 
to  repress  the  said  rebellion,  and  that  simple 
people  be  not  ensnared  by  the  said  rebels  and 
their  emimaries,  and  involved  In  their  rebel- 
lion ;  and  to  take  off  all  pretence  of  ignorance  er 
excuse,  do  therefore,  with  advice  of  the  lords  of 
our  privy  council,  declare  the  said  insurrection 
to  be  an  open,  manifest,  and  horrid  rebelUon, 
and  high  treason ;  and  that  the  aatlK»r«  and 
actors  in  the  Stime,  and  their  adherents,  are  and 
oufffat  to  be  pursued  as  profeat  and  decUred 
trutors  to  us:  and  do  hereby  command  and 
charge  all  persons,  who  are  in  arms  against,  or 
without  our  warrant  and  authority,  to  desist 
from  their  rebellion,  and  to  lay  dawn  their  arnss, 
and  to  render  and  present  their  persons  to  the 
Ueutenant-general  of  our  forces,  or  some  others 
of  our  oi&oers  or  magistralca,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  pnblication  hereof:  with  cero- 
flcation  that  if  tney  continue  in  their  rebellion 
after  the  said  tina,  they  aliall  Im  liolden  and 
proceeded  acainst  as  incorrigible  and  desnerate 
traitors,  and  that  they  shall  l»e  Incapable  ci 
mercy  and  pardon.  And  we  do  discharge  and 
command  all  our  suljects,  that  no  person 
presume  to  aid,  assist,  liarbour,  reset,  or  any 
way  supply  the  said  rebels,  or  any  of  them, 
under  tne  pain  of  treason ;  and  that  they  do  not 
keep  correspondence,  or  intercommune  with 
them,  witlKMit  warrant  of  our  said  lieutenant- 
general,  under  the  pain  foresaid:  and  we  do 
expect  in  this  Juncture,  and  do  reaulre  and  com- 
mand all  our  subjects,  to  be  assistinc  to  our  said 
lieutenant-general,  under  the  pain  foresaid,  and 
bein£  required  by  him,  or  others  having  author- 
itv  from  him  to  that  tfkctf  to  rise  in  arms  with 
all  their  power,  and  to  Join  and  concur  with 
them  for  suppressing  the  said  rebels  under  the 
pain  of  treason,  if  they  refuse  or  disobey.  And 
further,  we  do  strictly  oijoin  and  command  all 
masters  of  families,  heritors,  jmd  other  landlords, 
that  they  be  careful  and  vigilant  that  their  child- 
ren, servants,  and  domestics,  and  their  tenants  and 
others  under  their  power,  do  not  break  out  and 
loin  with  the  said  rebels;  certifying  them,  if  they 
be  found  necligent  In  their  duty,  or  otherwise 
culpable  in  that  behalf,  they  shall  be  looked  upon, 
and  severely  punished,  as  disaffected  persons, 
and  favouring  and  compljring  with  relwla.  And 
hereby  we  give  warrant  and  command  to  our 
Lyon,  king  at  arms,  and  his  brethren,  heralds, 
pursuivants,  macers,  or  messengers  at  arma,  to 
pass  to  the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  odicr 
places  needful,  and  make  publication  hereof, 
that  none  pretend  ignorance.  Given  under 
our  signet,  at  Edinburgh,  the  twenty-one  day 
of  November,  and  of  our  reirn  the  eighteentli 
I  year.  ^oSbnoENbeititMOkriuil. 


CHAP.  I."] 
nor  any  eneour^ement  to  people  to  do  so, 
■s  M  luiial  in  luch  cues.  Whether  this 
proceeded  frooi  butc^  or  fiom  the  cmel  du- 
poritioD  aod  deugiu  of  tbvr  prerident,  I  am 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OP  6COTLAND. 


thlBH 


people  to  come  to  the  iceflbU,  and 
reqiura  tfaem  tONboat  to  the  sereritiei  of 
the  prelatci^  who  wa«  the  fountain  of  all 
their  miwriea,  and  to  subject  to  the  amity 
of  the  araif,  whom  they  had  affionted :  and 
rach  a  proclanatJDD  could  hare  little  other 
eflect,  but  to  imboldeo  the  poor  men,  and 
let  then  lee  they  nniat  other  go  through 
what  th^  had  begun,  or  die.  Twenty-fbur 
hour*  aflcr  the  date  of  the  proclamation  are 
only  allowed  to  them  to  submit,  which  wai 
too  short  B  time  (or  ita  reaching  Oallaway ; 
and  I  think  die  country  people  were  scarce 
come  to  Ayrshire  as  yet.  It  is  not  improb- 
oble  that  were  riewa  in  this  extrmmlinary 
prodaniatimi;  and  whether  it  was  afterwardi 
improren  by  the  primate^  for  justifyii^  his 
sevetitiea  on  the  penona  who  were  taken 
prisoners,  I  know  iwtt  but  &r  George 
Hackeniie  would  from  tliis  palliate  the 
execution  of  those  good  men,  after  quarter 
pren  by  those  who  took  them.  But  the 
terms  pna  posterior  to  this  proclamation. 


ofde{ence,"Bndrequire9lltheking'ii 
subject!  to  assist  the  general  with 
sll  their  power.  This  was  of  nme  more 
influence,  and  made  many  join  the  general, 
and  some  apinst  tfanr  light  and  conidence : 
"ihe  ftar  of  man  canseth  ■  snare."  And 
fiirther  they  discharge  all  pamge  at  the  sii 
fimn  between  Lddi  and  Stirling,  and  atdti 
all  persons  who  pass  Stiriing  Mdge  to  be 
natrowly  examined.  "Hat  was  to  prevent 
some  persons  froai  Fife  and  the  north,  who 
were  under  sore  burdens,  and  ready  to  hav; 
joined  the  people  m  the  south.  Next  day, 
the  82d,  the  council  order  all  suspected 
persons  to  be  seiied  and  examinedi  and 
write  to  the  gasaal,  acquainting  him  with 
what  they  had  done,  and  dcairing  his  advice 
as  to  any  thing  yet  necessary  to  be  don& 

To  return  to  the  people  who  rose  at  this 
time ;  after  th^  had  sdied  Sir  James  Tur- 
ner, and  were  now  detenoiaed  to  defend 
tberaselves,  some  wa«  sent  into  Edinburgh, 
to  see  what  assistance  they  might  expect 
thence ;  and  I  suppose  Hr.  Alexander  Rob- 
ertson, a  preacher,  a  lealous  and  resolute 
consulted,  and  his  son  one  of  the 
least  I  find,  it  was  in  his 
chamber  a  considerable  number  of  ministers, 
others  met  that  ni^t  the 
accounts  came  from  Dumfries,  to  consider 
their  duty  to  join  those  now 


by  such  who  had  the  king's  power  lodged    i 

with    them,  bsdy   remore   any  thing  that  I  how  br  it  v 

could  be  in  tUs  deed  of  the  council:  and  if  r 

the  proclamation  was  emitted  with  deugns   protracted,  that  no  resolutian  was  come  to 

to  be  a  cover  to  such  a  villany,  it  was  not   the  first  night.    T^fnorrow  at  seven  of  the 

unlike  the  temper  and  cunning  of  him  who   clock,  they  ^un  met  at  Hr.  Robertson's 

was  now  at  the  head  of  the  council.     The    chamber.    When  the  question  was  resume<t 

sane  day  they  pass  another  act,  inserled    it  was  genemlly  thought  to  be  vtry  hard  (o 

below,*  "  to  put  the  country  in  ■  posture  |  lie  still  and  do  nothii^  at  such  a  juncture^ 


•  OxotdTiait/BrdtftitaiiftlutinaUfy, 
Kavtmbtrii,  16W. 
FcnsaaiU*  h  tka  Insurnelion  at  Dmnfrln 
and  Iha  weston  iblro,  I*  frown  Into  «n  open 
nbclltoo,  and  thu  tha  nambcr  of  ibe«  d«nnt> 
rsfctli  don  fnrrssss  so,  that  all  bii  nuuoty'i 
l^al  snl^ECt^  In  Ibdr  sevcnl  ibins,  au^t 
thnoaalr  la  Uok  Xn  thdr  own  secmity,  and  pat 
ikMBSBma  in  a  paitnra  to  dsfiod  ihs  king'i 
asthsvtt*,  and  ts  oppoM  all  sticBipta  of  dnpcnu 
and  wUsd  rcbda;  tharsfore,  tba  lorda  of  hb 
n^faatr's  privy  Bdandl,  da  berebf  amniuid  uid 
fMulla  all  bailors,  who  ara  ftodbla  pcTMni, 
wAhfai  the  riiiraa  of  Middle,  EM.  and  Wm 
I.^thisas.PIfc,  ParthriilT^(*iealittfaennintr7Dr 
Albato)  Stlrilnfthlr^  DmnharUmthin,  lienr, 


Fonsl,  Angus,  and  M«iTi*i  to  nnivfna  at  mch 
pUc(*  aa  tbs  eommanders  aftcnnaitloDad  aliall 
appoint,  and  ta  recflve  the  ordan,  and  t«  be 
andtr  th«  command  of  tbt  panoni  nndcrwrltten, 
tIx.  Mid  Lolhlan  to  meet  upon  tba  Iwcnljr.thlrd 
of  Novnnbar  InatanI,  and  to  b«  undar  the  cr~ 
mand  oriord  6  "  "     "  "     -' 

to  mett  on  the  V 
and  lo  be  undei    ... 

Wininun,  and  ilaoonnt  of  Klnfatonn;  Weat 
Lotfaian.lanwellhetwenlr-tbirdoftbksinatant, 
and  to  be  anderlhe  command  of  Sir  Walter  Seton 
of  Abercorn ;  Sllrlingahira.  lo  in«rt  tbe  twrntf- 
■ixlh  of  NoTRnbrr,  to  be  under  Ibe  command  of 
Ihe  carl  of  Callender,  and  lord  Almond ;  Fitt, 
'  the  twentv  ninth  \n«tuvV,  Vn  \k  qxAm 
■    "  lh«  twl  Bl  VltiCTManA'toi*. 


if  the  (ulii 
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when  80  fair  a  door  was  openiDg ; 

and  they  could  not  think  of  seeing 
their  fellow  countrymen  oppressed  and  borne 
down  for  their  religion  and  liberty^and  in  so 
much  hazard,  without  helping  them,especially 
when  all  methods  of  regular  and  orderly 
application  to  the  government,  were  stopt 
and  precluded.  I  hear  Ferguson  of  Kaitloch, 
afterwards  a  yery  great  sufferer  in  his  person 
and  family,  was  at  this  time  imdear  as  to 
rising  in  arms :  but  the  rest  of  the  meeting, 
generally  speaking,  were  ?er>'  dear  to  assist 
these  people  for  recovering  tlieir  liberty; 
such  as  colonel  James  Wallace^,  Mr.  John 
Welsh,  the  said  Mr.  Robertson,  and  otliers. 
It  would  be  tedious  to  go  through  all  the 
essays  made  up  and  down,  to  get  assistance 
to  the  people  in  Galloway.  Colonel  Wallace 
resolves  immediatdy  to  go  westward;  he 
was  assured  forty  well  mounted  men  and 
horse  would  join  him  in  the  parish  of  Lib- 
bertoun,  but  they  sunk  to  seven  or  eigiit. 
Indeed  it  was  no  wonder  people  were  not 
so  very  forward  to  join  in  this  undertaking, 
so  suddenly  entered  into  without  any  general 
concert :  especially  if  we  consider,  that  the 
spirits  of  people  were  sunk,  generally  speak- 
ing, under  heavy  and  rigorous  vexations  and 


Newark ;  Perthshire,  to  meet  the  twcntv-ninth 
iiiKtant,  and  to  be  under  the  cominnnd  of  the 
enrls  of  Perth,  and  TuUibardin,  excepting  as 
said  is ;  Dumbai'ton,  to  meet  upon  the  twenty- 
eighth  instant,  and  to  be  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  of  Wijj^un;  Merse,  to  meet  the  said 
twenty-eighth  instant,  to  be  under  the  command 
of  the  ean  of  Hume;  Teviotdale,  to  meet  the 
twenty-eighth  instant,  and  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  William  Murray  of  Stanhope,  and 
the  laird  of  Blaclc barony  youncer ;  Clackman- 
nan, to  meet  the  twenty-ninth  Instant,  to  be 
under  the  command  of  the  laird  of  Clackmannan ; 
Forest,  to  meet  the  twenty-eighth  instant,  and  to 
be  under  the  command  or  Philiphaug h  ;  Angus, 
to  meet  the  tweoty-ninth  instant,  to  be  under 
the  commoDd  of  the  earl  of  Panmure  and  lord 
Carnegie;  the  shire  of  Meams,  to  meet  the 
twenty-ninth  instant,  to  be  under  the  eommaod 
of  the  earl  of  Marishal,  and  lord  Arbutbnot : 
with  full  power  to  them,  to  seize  upon  all  dis- 
affected persons  within  thehr  respective  bounds, 
or  such  as  shall  be  suspect  to  be  going  out  of  the 
shire  to  be  rebels ;  with  power  likewise  to  the 
said  commanders,  to  appoint  officers  under  them, 
to  command  in  the  several  divisions  of  the  sliires. 
And  further,  ordain  the  said  respective  com- 
manders, to  make  public  proclamation  and  inti- 
mation hereof,  to  the  respective  shires  under 
command,  immediately  after  the  same  shall 
come  to  their  hands,  tlint  the  said  meetings  may 
^piUictuMliy  kept. 


burdens.  With  those  the  colonel  made  the 
best  of  his  way  to  Linton,  and  from  thenco 
ordered  off  Mr.  Robertson  towards  Leama- 
hogo,  to  dispose  people  to  join  with  hia 
when  he  came  thither;  but  he  met  with 
small  encouragement.  Thereabouts  the  col- 
onel came  with  his  men,  and  rested  upon 
the  Sabbath.  Next  day  they  had  notice  that 
William  Lockhart  of  Wicketahaw,  with  a 
party  of  Carluke  men,  and  some  others, 
were  marched  westward  to  the  main  army, 
and  so  they  followed  them.  In  the  road  the 
colonel  called  at  captain  Robert  Lockhart's 
house,  expecting  Mr.  Alexander  Robertson 
there,  according  to  appointment,  but  the 
captain  and  he  were  gone  forward.  When 
they  came  to  Evandale*  they  had  the  first 
accounts  of  the  laird  of  Blackwood's  desiring 
to  meet  with  the  colonel,  and  to  understand 
his  design  and  motions.  The  colonel  being 
uncertain  of  his  character,  did  not  wait,  but 
went  westward ;  and  in  their  vray  to  Mauch- 
Im,  he  overtook  captain  Amot,  brother  to 
the  laird  of  Lochridge,  and  a  few  men  with 
him.  They  lodged  all  together  at  Mauchlin, 
on  the  Tuesday's  night  When  there,  they 
are  informed  their  friends  were  all  gone 
forward  to  Ayr,  and  thither  they  resolve  to 
go.  Their  hopes  were  here  mightily  dis- 
appointed ;  they  expected  to  have  found  all 
that  country  in  arms  for  religion  and  liberty, 
but  very  few  were  stirring.  They  reckoned 
much  upon  major-general  Montgomery,  who 
had  been  harshly  enough  treated  by  the 
government,  and  the  laird  Gadgirth;  but 
find  they  were  both  at  Eglinton  house 
waiting  upon  general  Dalziel.  Several  min- 
isters, they  were  made  to  hope  would  join 
them,  were  living  quietly  in  their  families. 
This  very  much  offended  the  colonel  and  his 
friends,  and  discouraged  them,  when  they 
found  many  whom  tlicy  judged  friends,  as 
they  reckoned  the  most  part  of  that  country, 
standing  by  unconcerned.  Meanwhile,  their 
friends  were  likewise  grieved  and  mourning 
for  their  undertaking,  looking  upon  it  as 
very  sudden,  unadvised,  and  unconcerted; 
and  fearing,  that  in  the  issue  it  might  prove 
unsuccessful  and  hurtful. 

However,  the  colond  and  his  men  march 
on  to  Ayr,  and  find  the  body  of  the  forces 
come  from  Galloway,  and  such  who  had 
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joiiied  them  since,  rendezYOuaing  near  the    the  genera]  rendezvous  arc  to  be    .^^^ 
bridge  of  Doon;  and  when  be  was  going    noticed,  and  apprehended.'*    The 
towards    them,  a  messenger   comes    from    same  day  rendezrouses  are  appointed  in 
Cuningham,  with  accounts,  bearing  that  a  '  Mid  Lothian,  East  Lothian,  and  Teviotdale: 
considerable  body  of  men  were  ready  there  '  and  colonel  Hurry,  and  major  Thomson, 
to  join  them,  if  they  had  one  to  gather  and    with  the  forces  umler  their  command,  are 
head  them.    Whereupon  he  sent  off  captain  '  appointed  to  keep  guard  in  the  Canongate. 
Amot  with  forty  horse,  to  encourage  and  |      Upon  these  advices,  the  little  army  march- 
bring  them  up,  and  he  himself,  with  the  rest, '  ed  fWrni  Cumnock  that  evening,  forward  to 


joined  the  general  rendezvous.  Upon  the 
Wednesday,  there  they  had  certain  accounts, 
that  Dalziel  and  his  army  lay  at  Glasgow, 
and  so  they  resolved  to-morrow  to  march  to 
the  parish  of  Ochiltree,  and  have  another 
general  rendezvous  there,  where  Mr.  John 
Guthrie,  minister  at  Tarbolton,  came  to  them, 
with  some  men  from  that  parish.  When 
they  were  all  come  to  the  place  of  meeting, 
Mr.  Gabriel  Semple  preached  to  them. 
And  here  they  first  modelled  themselves  into 
an  array,  choosing  their  officers,  and  dispos- 
ing their  men  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
phMsng  their  guards. 

At  Ochiltree  they  convene  their  first 
comacil  of  war,  and  after  application  to  God 
by  prayer,  and  reascming  upon  their  present 
circunratances,  it  was  resolved,  that  since 
they  could  expect  little  more  assistance 
from  the  south  or  west,  except  captain 
Amot*8  company,  that  they  should  march 
eastward  to  Edinbuigfa,  especially  since  they 
were  apprehensive  the  enemy  might  attack 
them,  if  they  continued  much  longer  there, 
tnd  that  before  they  had  got  all  the  assist- 
ance they  expected.  So  they  marched  east- 
ward upon  the  Friday  to  Cumnock,  and  there 
got  the  accounts  that  one  of  their  friends 
John  Ross,  and  a  few  men  with  him  coming 
to  them,  were  intercepted  and  broken  by 
duke  Hamilton's  troop,  and  that  the  enemy 


the  Muir-kirk  of  Kyle,  (Muirkirk)  in  a  most 
dreadful  rain,  and  through  a  long  muir 
miserably  deep.  They  reached  not  tlieir 
qiuuters  till  two  hours  within  niglit.  Great 
were  the  hardships  they  came  through,  they 
were  generally  as  wet  as  they  had  been 
dragged  through  a  river :  and  wet  as  they 
were,  their  foot  behoved  to  lodge  in  the 
church,  without  any  meat  that  night,  and 
little  fire  to  dry  them.  Here  Mr.  Andrew 
M*Cormock,  an  Irish  minister  of  great  piety, 
commonly  called  the  **  good  man,"  came  to 
colonel  Wallace,  now  chosen  commander  in 
chief,  and  acquainted  him,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Alexander  Robertson,  and  captain 
Lockhart,  who  it  seems  had  been  very  unsuc- 
cessful in  their  endeavours  for  assistances 
to  the  colonel,  that  this  rising  should  be 
followed  no  further,  but  the  people  dismissed 
in  the  fairest  way  that  might  be.  The 
proposal  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Gabrid 
Semple,  a  minister  of  very  great  authority 
among  them,  and  urged  with  all  earnestness. 
Nothing  could  be  concerted  that  night,  and 
to-morrow,  being  Saturday,  they  marched  to 
Douglas,  and  towards  Lanark.  By  the  way 
captain  Amot,  with  hb  Cuningham .  supply, 
came  up  with  them.  Two  hundred  had 
been  promised,  but  they  scarce  amounted  to 
forty. 

At  Douglas,  after  they  had  set  their  guards 


was  approaching  them;  and  indeed  the  and  watch,  they  called  a  council  of  war, 
council  were  not  wanting  in  raising  the  '  anent  the  proposal  made  by  Mr.  M'Cormock. 
country,  as  well  as  sending  the  army  upon  !  After  prayer  to  the  Lord  for  direction  in 
them.     Accordingly,  I  fipd  one  act  in  their  '  that  matter  of  great  importance,  the  question 


register,  November  2dd,  **  act  ancnt  the 
shires  of  Renfrew,  Lanark,  and  Ayr."     Its 


was  stated,  Whether  they  should  scatter,  or 
continue  in  arms  ?     The  reasons  offered  for 


tenor  is,  *•  Forasmuch  as  the  insurrection  at  giving  up  this  enterprise,  from  the  strength 
Dumfries  and  the  western  shires,  is  grown'  of  the  enemy,  the  smallness  of  their  numbers, 
to  an  open  rebellion,  and  the  number  of  the  dispiritedness  of  the  country,  and  the 
desperate  rebels  increases,  these  are  to  order  '  present  unfitness  of  the  season  for  action, 
out  all  fendble  men  in  Renfrew^  Ayr,  and  were  all  considered;  \he  o^Vcivow  o\  >^^ 
Lanark  shiref ;  and  all  who  are  absent  Srom ,  ministeni  they  had  VilVi  VJton  ^«^  Vfe^^« 
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All  of  them,  after  reasoning,  agreed, 
that  they  had  a  clear  providential  call  to 
this  undertaking,  and  that  they  could  not 
quit  it  tin  they  had  as  plain  a  warrant  to 
desist,  as  they  had  to  gather  together. 
They  were  conscious  to  themselves,  nothing 
was  in  their  view,  but  the  freeing  themselves 
and  their  country  from  the  horrible  oppres- 
sion they  groaned  under,  and  to  lay  their 
grievances  before  the  government,  and  hum- 
bly to  crave  redress,  which  they  had  access 
to  do  no  other  way  but  in  arms.  They 
persuaded  themselves,  the  Lord  could  work 
by  few  as  well  as  by  many,  and  hoped  they 
were  a  handful  of  men  in  whom  the  Lord 
would  concern  himself:  and  if  such  as  had 
encouraged  them  to  this  enterprise,  and 
promised  assistance  should  &il,  they  could 
not  help  it;  they  were  in  the  way  of  their 
duty.  And  as  for  themselves,  if  their  design 
misgave,  they  could  say,  it  was  in  their 
heart  to  **  build  a  house  to  the  Lord,"  and 
to  act  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  cause 
of  religion  and  liberty,  and  were  not  unwilling 
to  die  sacrifices  for  these;  yea,  they  reckoned 
a  testimony  for  the  Lord,  and  their  country, 
was  a  sufficient  reward  for  all  their  labour 
and  loss.  Thus  the  proposal  was  laid  aside, 
though  it  came  from  persons  who  were 
heartily  friends  to  thdr  cause  and  designs. 

The  council  of  war  had  other  two  questions 
before  them:  one  was  anent  the  renewing 
the  covenants  these  lands  lie  under,  as  soon 
as  possible.  Unto  this  all  went  in  most 
unanimously:  all  of  them,  generally  speaking, 
had  taken  them  before,  with  knowledge  and 
reflection;  and  this  work  was  now  biuied. 


so  harmonious  in;  What  to  do  with  Sir  James 
Turner?  whom  they  still  carried  about  with 
them  since  they  left  Damfriet,  benig  masters 
of  no  prison  to  put  him  in.  Some  were  for 
putting  him  to  death,  at  being  notoriously 
guilty  of  murder,  and  a  bitter  and  bloody 
instrument  of  persecution:  bnt  the  most 
part  were  peremptorily  against  this.  Those 
acknowledged  Sit  Jamei  had  been  a  grievous 
oppressor,  and  the  occasioo  of  the  death  of 
many;  but  then  they  would  have  it  consid- 
ered he  was  a  solditf  of  fortune,  and  had  his 
commission  for  any  thing  he  did.  Yea,  I 
am  told,  that  Sir  James  produced  letters 
from  the  bishops  and  others,  with  his  secret 
instructions  and  orders  for  a  great  deal 
more  than  he  had  done ;  and  that  he  really 
appeared  to  have  been  pretty  moderate 
even  in  his  severities,  when  hit  actings 
were  compared  with  his  orders  which  he 
produced,  and  rq>eated  letters  firom  the 
prelates.  Whatever  be  in  this,  moderate 
measures  prevailed;  he  was  np$artdg  and 
carried  forward  with  them. 

Sabbath  morning  they  marched  to  Lanark, 
through  Lesroahago.  In  the  way,  Knock- 
breck's  two  sons,  with  some  few  men  firom 
Galloway,  overtook  them,  and  signified,  no 
more  were  to  be  expected  from  the  south. 
At  night  they  came  to  Lanark,  and  set  their 
guards  and  watch,  and  oidered  their  men 
the  best  way  they  might,  and  appointed  offi- 
cers, of  which  they  were  very  scarce,  to 
every  company.*  This  night  it  was  intimale 
to  the  people  of  Lanark,  that  they  designed 
to  renew  the  covenant  in  that  placo  to- 
morrow. It  might  have  been  expected  this 
would  have  engaged  the  people  thereabouts 


and  scandalously  treated.  Indeed  they  could  ■  to  join  them ;  but  such  a  terror  at  this  time 
have  wished  for  more  time  to  prepare  for  j  was  upon  the  spirits  of  the  country,  that  few 
that  solemn  work,  and  more  persons  of  all '  or  none  of  their  best  friends  durst  or  would 
ranks  to  join  in  it ;  but  now  they  had  not  appear.  To-morrow  morning  they  were 
their  choice,  and  behoved  to  do  things  as    alarmed  with  the  accounts,  that    general 


they  best  could,  and  not  still  as  they  desired. 
And  hereby  they  inclined  to  give  a  proof  to 
the  world,  that  their  cause  and  principles 
were  the  very  same  with  those  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  before  her  liberties  were  wrested 
out  of  her  hand ;  and  they  knew  no  better 
preparation  for  death,  if  called  to  it,  than  a 
solemn  resignation  and  dedication  of  them- 
Me/res  to  the  Lord,    The  other  matter  under 


Dalziel  was  within  a  few  miles  of  them ;  upon 
which  some  were  for  delaying  the  renewal 
of  the  covenants,  but  they  were  over- 
ruled ;  and  so,  after  they  had  sent  out  their 


*  **  That  day  we  perfected  the  modelling  of  our 
forces,  wherein  we  found  great  want  of  offiren«, 
there  not  being  to  the  few  number  we  had  half 
of  tha  of&een  TC^uli&tA,  not  above  four  or  fiv«» 


*»r««,»e^«.    iBeotftermatter  under  -^V";iS««  '.i^ST^Siv;^  ^JIL-^^jS^; 
«owr  etmsidenUQn  they  were  not  alt<^ther  \  NarraUxe  «t  Oie  VLVi>\t>(%,v  ¥«uv\ukV— Sd. 
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scouts,  and  set  watches,  the  work  was  b^un. 
They  could  not  easily,  with  the  townsmen, 
and  country  about,  be  all  in  one  place,  and 
so  they  divided  into  two  companies.  The 
foot  gathered  together  upon  the  High  street 
of  Lanark,  and  Mr.  John  Guthrie  minister 
at  Tarbolton  preached  unto  them.  There 
is  an  incorrect  sermon  of  his  prmted,  upon 
*<  Breach  of  Covenant :"  the  title  of  it  bears, 
it  was  preached  in  the  (year)  1663.  Whether 
it  may  not  be  some  notes  of  the  sermon  at 
Lanark,  as  some  conjecture,  I  know  not. 
After  sermon  he  read  the  covenants  unto 
them,  to  which,  ¥rith  uplifted  hands  at  every 
article^  they  engaged,  with  much  afiection 
and  concern.  The  horsemen  met  at  the 
head  of  the  town,  and  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple 
and  Bir.  John  Crookshanks  preached.  In 
his  sermon  BIr.  Semple  cited,  and  at  some 
length  applied  Prov.  xxiv.  1 1, 12.  *'  If  thou 
forbear  to  deliver  them  that  are  drawn  unto 
death,  and  those  that  are  ready  to  be  slain ; 
if  thou  sayest.  Behold,  we  knew  it  not ;  doth 
not  he  that  pondereth  the  heart,  consider  it  ? 
and  he  that  keepeth  thy  soul,  doth  not  he 
know  it ;  and  shall  not  he  render  unto  every 
according  to  his  works  ?'*  When  he 
insisting  upon  these  words,  the  hearers 
were  nugfatily  afiected ;  and  several  did  after- 
wards join  the  army.  After  sermons  the 
covenants  were  read  and  sworn,  as  above. 
At  this  time,  as  I  suppose,  the  principal 
persona  among  them  drew  up,  and  agreed  to 
a  short  manifesto,  and  declaration  for  present 
use«with  a  view  to  draw  up  a  fuller  and 
larger  one  afterwards.  A  copy  of  this  paper 
lies  before  me ;  but  wantiug  a  date,  I  cannot 
be  positive  when  it  was  drawn  up :  and  it 
beir^  but  short,  I  shall  here  insert  it. 

JJedaraHon  of  those  in  arms  for  the  covenant, 

1G66. 

**  The  nature  of  religion  doth  sufficiently 
teach,  and  all  men  almost  acknowledge  the 
lawfulness  of  sinless  self-defence;  yet  we 
thought  it  duty  at  this  time  to  give  an 
account  unto  the  world  of  the  occasion  and 


1666. 


rule  the  nation  according  to  the 
revealed  will  of  God  in  scripture; 
to  prosecute  the  ends  of  *  National  and 
Solemn  League  and  Covenants;'  and  fully  to 
establish  presbyterian  government,  with  the 
Directory  for  Worship ;  and  to  approve  all 
acts  of  parliament  establishing  the  same; 
and  thereupon  the  nobility,  and  others  of 
his  subjects,  did  swear  allegiance;  and  so 
religion  was  committed  unto  him  as  a  matter 
of  trust,  secured  by  most  solemn  indenture 
betwixt  him  and  his  people. 

*'  Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  is  soon 
ordered  that  the  covenant  be  burnt,  the  tie 
of  it  is  declared  void  and  null,  and  men 
forced  to  subscribe  a  declaration  contrary  to 
it;  episcopal  government,  in  its  height  of 
tyranny,  is  established  ;  and  men  obliged  by 
law,  not  to  plead  witness,  or  petition  against 
those  things ;  grievous  fines,  sudden  impris- 
onments, vast  quarterings  of  soldiers,  and  a 
cruel  inquisition  by  the  high  commission 
court,  were  the  reward  of  all  such  who  could 
not  comply  with  the  government  by  lordly 
hierarchy,  and  abjure  their  covenant,  and 
prove  more  monstrous  to  the  wasting  tiicir 
conscience,  than  nature  would  have  suffered 
heathens  to  be.  Those  things,  in  part,  have 
been  all  Scotland  over,  bat  chiefly  in  the 
poor  country  of  Galloway  at  this  day :  and, 
had  not  God  prevented,  it  should  have,  in 
the  same  measures,  undoubtedly  befallen  the 
rest  of  the  nation  ere  long. 

"  The  just  sense  whereof  made  us  choose 
rather  to  betake  ourselves  to  the  fields  for 
self-defence,  than  to  stay  at  home  burdened 
daily  with  the  calamities  of  others,  and 
tortured  with  the  fears  of  our  own  approach- 
ing misery.  And  considering  our  engagement 
to  assist  and  defend  all  those  who  entered 
into  this  leagiie  and  covenant  with  us;  and  to 
the  end  we  may  be  more  vigorous  in  the  pro- 
secution of  this  matter,  and  all  men  may  know 
the  true  state  of  our  cause,  we  have  entered 
into  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant, 
and  though  it  be  hardly  thought  of,  renewed 
the  same,  to  the  end  we  may  be  free  of  the 
design  of  our  being  together  in  arms,  since  [  apostasy  of  our  times,  and  saved  from  the 
the  rise  and  scope  of  actions,  if  faulty,  may  cruel  usages  persons  resolved  to  adhere  to 
render  a  thing  right  upon  the  matter,  sinful.**  j  this  have  met  with;  hoping,  that  this  will 
**  It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  king's  wipe  off  the  reproach  that  k  w\voiv  owx 
majesty,  at  his  coroaation,  did  engage  to  /  nation,  because  of  the  avoYtcCL  \^^r\v\T^  \\.\\^^ 
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come  from  duke  Hamflton  to  commune  with 
them,  and  to  know  what  they  denred,  and 
to  prevail  with  them,  if  posaiUe,  to  lay  down 
thor  arms.  Whether  this  message  was  real, 
Of  only  designed  (or  their  trial*  I  know  not; 
but  the  gentleman  produced  no  documents 
of  any  proposals  from  the  duke,  and  he  took 
not  the  way  to  do  business,  nerer  t^ljring 
himself  to  colonel  Wallace,  or  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  but  spoke  only  a  little  to 
fully  the  proofs  of  the  lawfulness  of  entering  >  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple,  and  quickly  withdrew, 
into  covenant,  and  necessity  of  our  taking  \  The  council  of  war  did  not  take  this  well, 
arms  at  this  time  for  the  defence  of  it,  with  '  and  afterwards  wished  they  had  made  him 
a  full  and  true  account  of  our  grief  and  |  prisoner,  since  this  method  he  took,  looked 


under.  And  being  fully  persuaded, 
that  this  league,  however  misrepre- 
sented, contuns  nothing  in  it  sinful  before 
God,  derogatory  to  the  king's  Just  authority, 
the  privileges  of  tne  parliament,  or  liberty 
of  the  people :  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  the 
surest  bond  whereby  all  these  are  secured, 
since  a  threefold  cord  is  not  easily  broken, 
as  we  shall  make  it  appear  in  our  next  and 
larger  declaration,  whidi  shall  contain  more 


sorrow  for  our  swerving  from  it,  and  suffer- 
ing ourselves  to  be  divided,  to  the  reproach 
of  our  common  cause,  and  sadeningthe  hearts 
of  the  godly;  a  thing  we  sorrowfully  remem- 
ber, and  firmly  resolve  against  in  all  time 
coming.*'  It  is  evident  this  paper  was  drawn 
in  haste,  and  in  the  midst  of  other  manifold 
confusions,  and  yet  it  contmns  a  very  plain 
and  short  stating  of  their  cause,  and  a  fair 
owning  of  the  king's  authority.  The  larger 
declaration  which  they  promise,  I  have  not 
seen,  and  question  much  if  they  got  it  per- 
fected before  their  defeat  at  Pentland. 

It  was  at  Lanark  this  rolling  snow-ball 
was  nt  the  biggest,  all  their  additions  they 
could  expect  from  the  south  and  west  bong 
come  up  to  them.  Here  their  number  was 
judged  to  be  near  three  thousand,  but  indeed 
a  company  of  raw  undisciplined  men,  neither 
tolerably  armed,  nor  in  any  order.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  many,  that  if  they  were  to 
engage  with  the  regular  troops,  it  had  been 
best  to  have  done  it  here,  mace  after  this 
they  melted  away  very  sensibly;  and,  upon 
a  supposition  of  their  defeat,  it  would  have 


as  if  he  had  come  to  get  information  of  their 
power  and  numbers.  Meanwhile,  all  the 
country  was  in  motion ;  every  sheriff*  mus- 
tered the  heritors  and  fencible  men,  and  all 
appeared  ready  to  suppress  this  open  rebel- 
lion, as  it  was  termed.  Reports  and  lies 
were  spread  to  alarm  the  countr)',  and  stir 
them  up  against  the  people  now  in  arms 
It  was  pretended,  forty  ships  with  an  army 
from  Holland,  were  landed  at  Dunbar  to 
assist  the  Whigs.  Such  senseless  stories 
were  coined  to  render  this  small  handful 
odious  to  the  country,  and  especially  to 
England,  who  at  present  were  in  war  with 
the  Dutch.  However,  as  our  proverb  runs, 
"  after  word  comes  ward ;"  the  first  assist- 
ance ever  this  contending  party  for  our 
rctigion  and  liberty  got,  and  their  first  relief 
was  from  Holland,  some  twenty-two  years 
after  this. 

Let  me  now  take  a  further  view  of  the 
council's  procedure  at  Edinburgh.  Upon 
the  26th  of  November,  they  order  some 
suspected  persons  in  Teviotdale  to  be  secur- 
ed; thdr  names  are  not  in  the  registen. 


been  much  their  advantage  to  have  met  with  I  Ten  pounds  sterling  is  ordered  out  of  the 


it  here,  where  the  country  was  their  friends. 
Indeed  further  east  they  had  very  few,  and 
this  the  handfid  who  remained  felt  after- 
wards. About  thb  time  major  Kilgour,  and 
Mr.  John  Scot,  minister  of  Hawick,  came 
fix>m  the  east  to  have  joined  them;  but, 
when  they  observed  their  want  of  order  and 
discipline,  they  quickly  left  them. 

While  they  were  at  Lanark,  William 
Lawrie  of  Blackwood  came  up  to  them. 
They  hoped  he  was  to  have  joined  them,  but 
he  uadecared  them,  and  s^fied  he  was 


exchequer,  for  paying  of  horses  to  be  sent 
out  morning  and  evening  to  get  intelligence. 
The  arms  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  are 
put  in  order,  and  some  of  them  sent  to 
Stirling.  Cannon  are  brought  down  froir 
the  castle,  and  fixed  at  the  gates  of  the 
town.  The  gates  are  ordered  to  be  shut, 
and  none  permitted  to  come  in  or  go  out, 
but  such  as  had  a  pass :  for  which  end, 
guards  are  set  at  every  gate.  No  horses 
are  permitted  to  go  off  the  town ;  and  orders 
are  isswed  oMt,lVv«i  «l  \gra»l  loaiv^'  lances  and 
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pole-axes  be  immediately  made,  for  the  use 
of  cfae  government,  at  Culroas,  Dumfermline, 
and  other  places.  November  87th,  a  letter 
from  the  king  to  the  council,  comes,  approv- 
ing their  diligence  in  what  they  had  done, 
and  promising  further  instructions  very 
quickly  with  the  commissioner,  and  suspend- 
ing the  putting  in  execution  an  order  lately 
sent  from  court,  for  taking  and  subscribing 
the  declaration ;  of  which  1  know  no  further 
than  what  is  expressed  in  the  letter,  which 
I  have  added,  in  a  note.*     But  it  would 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND, 


147 


of  no  great  note ;  that  by  their  lui>t  .^^^ 
letters  from  general  Dalziel,  they 
find  the  rebels  shun  an  engagement;  tluit 
the  general  thought  to  have  attacked  them 
in  Mauchlin-muir,  but  they  marched  east- 
ward to  Douglas  Castle,  near  which  they 
continued  upon  Sunday;  that  yesterday 
they  were  at  Lanark,  and  the  general  was 
following  them  bard."  But  they  take  no 
notice  of  the  king's  letter,  which  this  day 
they  receive,  and  is  recorded  before  theirs  to 
him,  being  unwilling  as  yet  to  suspend  tlie 


seem  the  court  began  to  be  sensible,  that    declaration. — That  same  day  the  college  of 
the  violent  obtrusion  of  the  declaration,  ■  justice  formed  themselves  into  a  companj'. 


and  other  impositions,  had  exasperated  the 
spirits  of  the  country,  and  put  them  upon 
rising  in  arms;  and  were  willing  to  desist 
from  these,  at  least  at  this  present  juncture. 
"  The  same  day  the  council  write  a  letter 
to  the  earl  of  Rothes  at  London,  signifying, 
that  the  rebels  are  advancing  to  Edinburgh, 
and  some  of  them  come  near  Torphichen, 
and  their  whole  body  not  far  ofi*;  that  they 
are  determined  to  maintain  the  town.  Their 
numbers  arc  said  to  be  about  three  thousand ; 
their  commanders  are  colonel  Wallace,  col- 
onel Gray,  major  Lermont,  and  some  others 


*  Kimp*»  Utter  to  the  i:Mincilj  Novtmber  2Ath, 

1666. 

Right  tnisty,  &c.  We  have  leen  your  letter 
of  the  I7th  of  thii  month,  with  the  acroant  of 
what  then  you  knew  of  the  rebellious  insolence 
mt  Dumfries :  we  have  also  seen  the  orders  you 
bare  given  for  the  speedy  mamh  of  our  lieuten- 
ant-genera], with  such  of  our  forces  as  he  should 
think  fit,  and  for  the  concurrence  of  such  persons 
of  qaality,  as  live  near  those  places  where  the 
rebellion  broke  oat.   All  which  we  do  very  well 


approve,  and  doubt  not  but  by  God*s  blessing 
npon  oor  foms,  and  your  counsels,  the  misdiief 
«  this  relicUion  shall  turn  upon  the  heads  of  the 


rebels.  And  we  specially  recommend  to  you  all 
care  and  diligence  for  preventing  any  foining 
with  the  rebels ;  and  that  you  take  specuil  care 
of  our  castles,  and  of  the  prisoners  in  them : 
you  shall  also  send  us  fWauent  intelllfence  of 
what  yoa  hear,  and  that  oy  express  packets : 
and  give  order  that  our  lieutenant-general  keep 
ourrespondenee  with  our  governor  of  Carlisle ; 
and  that  also  he  send  us  a  frequent  account  of 
his  proceedings,  and  direct  his  letters  to  Carlisle, 
to  be  transmitted  to  us.  We  Intend  very  speedily 
to  despatch  oar  oommissioner,  who  shall  Ining 
oor  full  directions;  an^  until  he  come,  you 
shall  suspend  the  putting  in  execution  your 
order  for  the  subscribing  the  declaration ;  and 
m>  we  bid  you  heartilv  farewell.     Given  at  our 


for  defence  of  the  town,  and  had  arms 
distributed  to  them  out  of  the  castle;  and 
for  the  further  security  of  the  metropolis, 
the  heritors  of  the  Merse,  Teviotdale,  Tweed- 
dale,  and  the  Forest  of  £terick,were  called  in. 

Monday  ailemoon,  Dalziel  witli  his  army 
came  up  to  Lanark;  ere  colonel  \Vallace 
and  his  men  left  it,  they  were  within  view 
of  Stonebyres.  Now  the  poor  countr}-men 
had  little  time  to  deliberate:  to  march 
eastward,  looked  like  a  plain  flight,  the 
general  following  close  upon  their  rear ;  yet, 
chiefly  upon  the  suggestions  of  some  of  the 
common  soldiers  among  them,  that  W^est 
Lothian  would  join  them,  and  some  hopea 
that  the  city  of  Edinburgh  would  receive 
them,  they  resolve  to  go  eastward,  and  to 
be  at  Bathgate  that  night.  A  worse  step 
perhaps  could  scarce  have  been  taken  by 
them ;  this  being  plainly  to  run  into  a  net 
betwixt  two  armies,  and  on  the  sword  pont. 
No  friends  were  at  Bathgate  to  meet  diem ; 
Edinbuigh  was  all  up  agauLSt  them,  and  Sir 
Andrew  Ramsay  the  provost  is  mighty 
active,  and  scarce  an  advocate  but  is  armed 
cap-^-pce,  and  every  thing  there  is  secured. 
It  is  a  &tal  thing  in  such  circumstances  to 
lean  to  false  intelligence;  thereupon  ground- 
less hopes  are  entertained,  and  unhappy 
measures  run  into. 

That  night  they  came  to  Bathgate,  through 
almost  an  unpassable  muir,  and  one  of  the 
worst  ways  in  Scotland.  The  night  was 
extremely  dark,  and  they  reached  not  Bath- 
gate till  two  hours  skder  daylight  was  gone, 
neitiicr  was  there  any  accommodation  to  be 
had  there  for  men  wet  and  weanj  ^utvOi  vlVcciqi&v. 


m>  we  bid  you  neartuy  tareweu.     uiven  at  our 

oourt  at  Whitehall,  the  Sith  day  of  November, 

1666,  and  of  our  reign  the  eighteenth  year. — By. 

hl9  miO'^tyg ctaamaod,  Lauukhdai.e,        Spent  with  faUgUe.      A\x>Ut  fliicXCtl  ^  W^va 
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1666  ^^^'  ^^^^  '^  alarm  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  and  at  midnight  were 
obliged  to  begin  their  march  towards  the 
New  Bridge.  When  they  came  that  length 
in  the  morning,  they  looked  rather  like  dying 
men  than  soldiers  g(»ng  to  a  battle.  It 
would  have  almost  made  their  very  enemies 
themselves  to  relent,  to  have  seen  so  many 
weary,  faint,  half-drowned, halfnitarved  men, 
betwixt  enemies  behind,  and  enemies  before. 
It  was  reckoned,  they  lost  that  night  near 
half  of  their  small  army;  and  truly,  consid- 
ering the*  way,  season,  and  weather,  it  was 
a  wonder  the  half  of  them  got  through :  yet, 
after  aU,  they  still  entertained  some  hopes 
from  their  friends  in  the  "good  town;"  and 
so  resolve  to  march  to  CoUinton,  within 
three  miles  of  it ;  though  they  should  have 
known  there  was  an  army  at  Edinburgh, 
and  the  general  with  his  army  by  this  time 
was  come  to  Calder,  within  five  miles  of  them. 
Meanwhile,  all  gentlemen  and  others  who 
have  horses  in  Edmburgh,  are  by  the  council 
ordered  to  mount  them,  and  march  out, 
under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of  Mon- 
trose, to  join  the  general.  At  Bathgate,  the 
27th,  or  early  on  this  day  the  28th,  Mr. 
John  Guthrie  fell  into  a  most  violent  fit  of 
the  gravel,  to  the  greatest  cxtrenuty  a  man 
could  be  in,  no  doubt  occasioned  by  the 
cold,  and  ill  accommodation  he  had  got  these 
days  bypast^and  was  carried  off  at  the  desire 
of  all  present;  and  so  he  was  not  at  the 
engagement. 

This  day  or  Monday,  a  few  gentlemen  in 
Renfircwshire,  and  their  neighbours,  had 
gathered  together  a  small  company  of  horse- 
men, some  call  them  about  fifty,  with  a 
design  to  join  colonel  Wallace :  but  when 
they  were  gathering,  and  a  little  way  upon 
their  road,  information  was  given  them,  that 
Dalziel  was  betwixt  them  and  their  friends ; 
and  upon  this  they  saw  good  to  retire,  and 
dismiss.  The  captain  of  this  little  troop 
was  William  Muir  of  Caldwell,  and  with 
him  were  Robert  Ker  of  Kersland,  Caldwell 
of  that  ilk,  the  laird  of  Ralston,  John 
Cunningham  of  Bedland,  William  Porter- 
field  of  Quarrelton,  Alexander  Porterfield 
his  brother,  with  some  others.  They  had 
with  them  Mr.  CbdNriel  Maxwel  minister  at 
i>UDdoDaIJ^  Mr.  Oeoi^  Ramsay  minister  at 
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Kilmaurs,  and  Mr.  Jolm  Carstairs  minister 
at  Glasgow.  The  last,  I  am  told,  came  with 
them  much  against  his  incUiMtioiii,  and 
engaged  only  to  obtemperate  the  importunity 
of  his  fiiends,  and  not  till  he  had  reasoned, 
as  fiur  as  was  proper,  against  the  project, 
and  very  much  dissuaded  fix>m  it.  The 
laird  of  Blackston,  in  the  shire  of  Renfixw, 
was  likewise  with  the  foresaid  geotlemen, 
but,  it  would  seem,  very  accidentally.  I  am 
informed,  that  when  they  were  met  at  a 
country  house,  one  of  them  saw  Blackston 
riding  by,  as  was  afterwards  known,  with  a 
design  to  have  joined  Dalziel.  Mr.  Gabriel 
Maxwel  went  out  to  him,  and,  after  some 
communing,  prevailed  with  him  to  join  with 
them :  but  he  was  so  far  from  being  a  friend 
to  the  cause  they  were  appearing  for,  that, 
I  am  told,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  defeat 
at  Pentland,  he  went  to  the  archbishop  of 
Glasgow,  and,  upon  a  promise  of  pardon, 
discovered  and  informed  against  the  rest. 
I  have  the  following  account  from  other 
good  hands  in  a  difierent  turn,  that  Black- 
ston came  to  that  meeting,  not  accidentally, 
but  from  a  real  regard  to  the  cause  colonel 
Wallace  was  appearing  for;  that  the  gentle* 
men  were  surprised  when  he  came  to  them, 
as  knowing  his  head  was  not  so  fully  poised, 
as  were  necessary  for  consultations  of  that 
nature  they  were  engaged  in,  and  therefore 
kept  their  meeting  apart  from  him ;  that  he 
still  hovering  about  the  door,  unhappily 
spied  a  footman  of  my  lady  Rothes's  carrying 
letters  to  Eglinton :  he,  out  of  bis  ungov- 
erned  zeal,  laid  hold  on  him,  opened  the 
letters,  and  after  perusal  of  them,  and 
returning  them,  sent  him  off:  that  the  other 
gentlemen  were  highly  offended  at  him  for 
so  doing,  and  thereupon  broke  up;  and 
that  he  himself,  afterwards  reflecting  in  cold 
blood  on  what  he  had  done,  thought  fit 
to  redeem  his  own  neck  by  accusing  his 
neighbours.  The  reader  will  find  him  after- 
ward led  as  a  witness  against  the  rest  very 
early:  and  December  1st,  in  the  council 
registers  I  observe, " Maxwel  of  Black- 
ston, and Houston  his  servant,  com- 
peared and  delated  the  laird  of  Caldwell, 
and  several  other  gentlemen,  to  have  risen 
in  arms  for  assisting  the  rebels.*'  The 
council  confine    him    to    his   chamber  in 
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Edinbui^h ;  and  upon  the  6th  of  December, 
they  take  off  his  confinement,  upon  a  bond 
of  a  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  appear 
when  called.  It  was  remarked,  that  after 
thia  providence  frowned  very  much  upon 
htm,  and  every  thing  went  cross.  This  he 
himself  is  said  to  have  acknowledged,  in  a 
paper  he  left  behind  him,  when,  a  good 
many  years  after  this,  he  went  for  Carolina, 
but  he  died  at  sea  by  the  way. 

Some  of  the  many  sufferings  of  those 
worthy  gentlemen  concerned  in  that  meeting, 
may  be  hinted  at  afterwards ;  but  I  am  sorry 
so  few  accounts  of  them  are  come  to  my 
hand :  if  they  escape  the  sword  at  Pentland, 
because  not  there,  they  did  not  escape  the 
persecutors'  fury  in  a  very  little  thereafter. 
Their  houses  were  rifled,  themselves  forfeited 
and  exiled.  The  estate  of  Caldwell,  the 
best  by  far  of  any  concerned  in  this  affiiir,  is 
^en  to  general  Dalziel,  upon  a  sentence 
passed  in  absence,  forfeiting  him  for  being 
upon  the  road  to  join  colonel  Wallace. 
The  times  were  so  ill,  the  gentlemen  durst 
not  personally  compear,  otherwise  very  re- 
levant defences  might  have  been  proponed. 
This  good  man  died  in  exile,  leaving  his 
excellent  lady,  and  four  orphans,  destitute 
of  all  visible  means  of  subsistence :  some  of 
their  hardships  will  offer  afterwards :  I  only 
remark  here,  that  the  lady  Caldwell  had  a 
dowry  ensured  to  her  according  to  her  rank, 
out  of  the  estate  of  Caldwell :  but  having 
n^lected  to  take  infeftment  upon  her  con- 
tract, before  the  forfeiture,  she  lost  that,  and 
was  forced  to  live  with  her  children  in  great 
straits.  Kersland's  good  estate  was  given 
to  lieutenant-general  Drummond.  In  their 
hands  these  two  estates  continned  until  the 
revolution. 

But  to  return  to  colonel  Wallace  and  his 
decreasing  army,  when  they  are  in  the  way 
to  Collinton,  the  laird  of  Blackwood  came 
op  again  to  them,  as  sent  by  duke  Hamilton, 
to  entreat  them  to  lay  down  their  arms  in 
hopes  of  an  indemnity,  which  the  duke 
promised  to  endeavour  to  procure.  This 
gentleman  concurred  very  earnestly  with  the 
duke's  proposal.  The  colonel,  and  these 
with  him,  did  not  think  they  were  out  of 
dieir  duty,  and  were  much  set  upon  pre- 


29 

lay  under,  in  order  to  have  them  .^^ 
redressed ;  and  nothing  of  this  being 
in  the  overture  made,  they  could  not  fall  in 
with  it,  and  ctismisscd  Blackwood,  signifying 
they  hoped  for  other  things  from  him :  and 
came  to  their  next  stage  at  Collinton.  When 
it  was  too  late,  there  they  found,  that  none 
of  their  friends  in  Edinbui^h,  or  the  east 
country,  would  stir;  many  were  hearty  well- 
wishers  to  them,  but  few  had  clearness  to 
take  up  arms  in  such  circumstances ;  and 
those  who  had,  found  all  the  avenues  stopt, 
and  could  not  possibly  appear.  Here  both 
their  hopes  and  counsels  were  at  an  end. 
When  at  this  pass,  Blackwood  comes  a  third 
time,  and  with  him  the  laird  of  Barskimming, 
to  renew  the  former  proposal,  withal  signify- 
ing he  had  obtained  the  general's  word  of 
honour,  for  a  cessation  of  arms  till  next 
morning,  and  that  he  had  undertaken  as 
much  for  them.  Ending  themselves  now 
very  much  disappcnnted,  and  in  a  very  ill 
taking,  at  length  they  condescend  in  their 
council  of  war,  to  name  a  commissioner  to 
go  back  with  Blackwood  to  the  general,  and 
treat  ynth  him  in  their  name.  Their  com- 
missioner being  outlawed*  Blackwood  and 
the  other  gave  it  them  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  gentleman  proposed  would  not  be 
acceptable ;  therefore  they  conclude  to  write 
to  the  general,  by  the  two  come  from  him. 
The  letter  was  drawn,  and  signed  by  colonel 
Wallace.  I  have  not  been  able  to  come  by 
a  copy  of  it,  but  am  told  it  contmned  a 
representation  in  short  of  their  sad  oppres- 
sion and  heavy  grievances,  a  declaration  of 
their  design  to  apply  to  the  council  for 
redress,  and  thdr  desire  of  a  pass  for  one  of 
their  number,  that  might  represent  their 
grievances  and  desires  more  fiiUy.  They 
concluded  with  a  request,  that  Blackwood 
might  return  to  them  with  the  general's 
answer,  as  soon  as  might  be.  Instead  of 
this,  Dalziel,  upon  receiiang  of  their  letter, 
despatches  Blackwood  in  all  haste  to  Edin- 
burgh, to  lay  the  letter  before  the  council, 
and  writes  with  him  his  own  sentiments,  and 
an  account  of  his  present  circumstances. 
How  this  was  received  at  Edinburgh  I  have 
no  further  accounts  than  the  following  letter 
to  the  general,  which  I  find  m  \\i^  cowtic^ 


— — — —   — ^»  —  ..___  — __ —  ___  — I —  g —     ,_  —  ^ f  —  —  —  —  —  — 

senting  the  grieraoces  they  and  the  country  j  books,  dated  this  day.    \t  Bp^^cM«  \o  Vq 
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Mica    ^'nt  after  the  accountsi  of  a  becuD 
action,  between    the  general  and 
colonel  Wallace,  were  reached  Edinbiu^h: 
and  I  insert  it  here. 

"  Right  honourable, 
«  The  letter  dated  at  Kiileith  (Kenleith) 
this  day,  from  the  earl  of  Newbiirgh,  bearing 
the  letter  sent  from  one  Wallace  to  your 
excellency,  was  read  in  council,  and  the 
proposals  made  in  that  letter  considered, 
wherewith  they  are  no  ways  satisfied.  And 
because  they  seem  to  ground  themselves 
upon  the  proclamation,  they  have  sent  one 
of  the  printed  copies,  whereby  it  will  appear 
there  is  no  such  thing  held  forth,  as  they 
pretend  unto :  and  all  they  can  expect  from 
it,  is,  that  if  they  should  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  come  in  to  your  excellency  within 
the  time  appointed,  they  might  petition  for 
mercy.  We  are  glad  to  hear  your  excel- 
lency hath  now  engaged  the  rebels,  we  hope 
in  a  short  time  to  have  an  account  of  them, 
which  shall  be  welcome  news  to 

*'  Your  humble  servant, 

«  St.  Andre^vs,  I.  P.  D.  C. 
«*  November  28,  1666." 

Whether  the  general,  by  sending  this 
letter  to  the  council,  had  any  view  of  favour 
to  the  country'  people,  I  shall  not  determine : 
but  it  would  appear  all  was  trick  and  amuse- 
ment, till  he  should  come  up  with  the 
colonel  and  his  men,  since  no  return  was 
made  to  them,  as  they  desired,  nor  the  least 
hint  given  them,  of  the  sending  their  letter 
to  the  council ;  and  so,  notwithstanding  of 
all  the  assurances  given  of  a  cessation  of 
arms,  he  marches  his  army  straight  towards 
them.  Colonel  Wallace  and  his  men,  not- 
withstanding of  this  imperfect  sort  of  treaty, 
resolve  on  the  best  retreat  they  can,  for 
their  own  safety,  and  sustenance  in  the  mean- 
time ;  and  turning  by  the  east  end  of  Pent- 
land  Hills,  they  resolve  on  the  way  to  Biggar. 
From  CoUinton  they  march  to  the  House  in 
the  Muir ;  and  from  thence  to  the  &tal  spot 
called  the  R*illion  Green,  where  they  draw 
up  the  disphited  remains  of  an  army,  not 
exceeding  nine  hundred  weary  spent  men. 
The  reason  of  their  forming  themselves 
tii&re,  was  not  any  view  oi  a  battle,  for  they 
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were  still  in  some  hope  of  a  peaceable  coo- 
elusion,  from  Blackwood**  negotiation ;  iwt 
merely  to  review  the  state  of  their  poor 
companies,  and  to  prevent  straggling. 

The  order  Wallace  put  hie  men  in,wai 
this :  upon  the  backside  of  a  loi^  hill  run- 
ning south  and  north,  he  divided  his  men 
into  three  bodies.  Upon  the  south  of  the 
hill  there  was  a  low  shoulder,  upon  the 
north  a  high  and  steep  shoulder.  Upon  the 
low  shoulder  southward  he  placed  a  small 
body  of  horse,  under  the  command  of  Bars- 
cob,  and  the  Galloway  gentlemen:  in  the 
centre  were  the  poor  unarmed  foot,  under 
his  own  command ;  and  upon  the  left  stood 
the  greatest  part  of  his  horse,  under  the 
command  of  m^or  Lcarmont.  This  handfid 
were  scarce  well  put  in  this  posture,  when 
they  were  called  to  other  work  than  a  review. 
An  alarm  comes  that  a  body  of  horse  is 
approaching  them.  At  first  they  pleased 
themselves,  that  it  might  be  some  friends 
coming  to  join  them :  but  quickly  they  fonnd 
it  was  Dalziel*s  van,  who  had  cut  through 
the  ridge  of  Pcntland  Hills,  and  come  straight 
from  Calder  towards  them,  quite  undiscov- 
ered till  they  were  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  them,  upon  a  hill  opposite  to  them. 
There  was  a  great  descent  and  hollow 
betwixt  them,  so  they  could  not  meet  on 
that  side.  When  they  had  viewed  each 
other  for  some  time,  Dalziel  sends  out  a 
party  of  about  fifty  horse  to  squint  aloi^ 
the  edge  of  the  hill,  and  attack  their  left 
wing.  Wallace  orders  out  captain  Amot 
with  a  like  number  of  horse,  to  receive  them. 
The  captain  came  up  with  the  general's 
detatchment  upon  a  piece  of  level  plain 
ground.  After  both  had  spent  their  fire, 
they  closed  upon  the  sword  point,  and 
fought  it  very  stoutly  for  a  good  while.  At 
length,  notwithstanding  all  their  advantages, 
Dalziel*s  men  run ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  difSculty  of  the  ground,  their  loss  had 
been  far  greater  than  it  was.  Divers  fell 
on  both  sides;  and  of  the  captain's  party 
Mr.  John  Crookshanks,  and  Mr.  Andrew 
M'Cormock,  two  ministers  who  had  come 
from  Ireland,  and  had  very  much  encouraged 
the  people  to  this  undertaking. 

Upon  this  little  advantage,  Wallace  ad- 
vanceth  with  a  party  of  foot  towards  the 
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body  of  the  enemy*s  horse,  they  being  on  a 
ground,  upon  that  side  inaccessible  by  horse. 
This  obliged  them  to  shift  their  station,  and 
to  draw  up  on  a  bank  or  rising  ground  a 
little  more  easterly;  and  there  they  con- 
tinued till  all  their  foot  came  up.  These 
being  arrived,  the  general  advanced  towards 
Wallace,  and  drew  up  his  whole  army  upon 
the  skirt  of  the  same  lull,  whereof  the  col- 
onel had  the  ridge,  which  is  called  the 
RuUion  Green.  Being  thus  posted,  the 
general  orders  out  a  great  body  of  horse, 
attended  with  some  foot,  to  attack  the  wing 
commanded  by  major  Learmont.  To  meet 
those,  Wallace  orders  out  another  party  of 
horse  flanked  with  foot.  After  firing  on 
both  sides,  they  dose  one  upon  another,  and 
Wallace's  foot  force  Dalziel's  to  give  way, 
and  hu  horse  run  also.  A  second  party  of 
horse,  the  same  way,  come  firom  the  general 
upon  the  same  wing,  and  a  second  party 
meet  them  with  the  same  success,  and  chase 
them  beyond  the  fix>nt  of  their  army.  But 
a  third  body  of  horse,  for  the  general  had 
abundance  to  spare,  coming  up,  made  Lear- 
mont*s  men  retire  up  the  hill  to  their  first 
station:  and  thus  the  dispute  is  mostly 
upon  the  left  wing  of  Wallace's  army.  When 
they  had  acquit  themselves  so  gallantly, 
Dalziel  advances  his  whole  left  wing  of 
horse,  upon  the  colonel's  right,  where  he  had 
scarce  thirty  weak  horse  to  receive  them. 
These  were  soon  borne  down,  and  the  gen- 
eral carried  the  charge  so  briskly  that  all 
Wallace's  companies  gave  way,  were  put 
out  of  their  order,  and  never  able  to  rally 
again.  The  slaughter  was  not  very  great. 
The  colonel  had  hkppily  placed  his  men,  and 
most  of  them  were  upon  the  top  of  the  hill, 
and  got  the  easier  off.  It  was  almost  dark 
nig^t  before  the  defeat ;  and  the  horsemen 
who  pursued,  were  most  part  gentlemen, 
tnd  pitied  thdr  own  innocent  and  gallant 
countrymen.  There  were  about  fifty  of  the 
countrymen  killed,  and  as  many  taken  pris- 
oners: a  very  few  of  Dalziel's  men  were 
lulled,  but  several  wounded. 

After  I  had  formed  the  above  narrative  of 
this  rising  and  defeat,  there  came  to  my 
hand  a  very  distinct  information  of  thb 
afihir,  from  an  old  reverend  minister,  who 
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for  the  most  part,  and  in  the  action ; 
which  containing  several  particulars 
I  have  not  met  with  elsewhere,  and  being 
but  short,  I  have  insert  it  here. 

Informatum  tent  to  the  author  of  thit  huton/, 
at  to  the  riting  in  Galloway,  dittipated  at 
Pentland,  November  1666,  by  a  minuter 
pretent  with  the  country  army.* 
•*  I  was  prevailed  upon  by  Mr.  Welsh,  min- 
ister of  Irongray,  and  some  others,  to  join 
with  that  party  in  CMloway,  sore  oppressed 
by  the  inhumane  cruelties  of  Sir  James 
Turner,  for  their  nonconformity  to  abjured 
prelacy.  A  little  while  after  they  had  seized 
Sir  James,  that  his  cruelties  in  that  comer 
might  be  stopt,  and  when  they  were  resolving 
to  march  to  Edinburgh,  to  represent  their 
grievances,  yon  know,  they  were  broken  at 
Pentland  Hills,  many  of  the  prisoners  were 
executed,  and  those  of  any  note  who  escaped 
were  forfeited  in  life  and  fortune  in  absence, 
most  illegally.  In  this  Sir  John  Nisbet, 
king's  advocate,  was  most  active,  and  fearing 
after  inquiries,  he  procured  an  act  of  the 
first  parliament  after,  approving  this  piece  of 
injustice. 

"  The  country  people  who  came  to  Dum- 
fries, were  commanded  by  Andrew  Gray, 
and  John  Neilson  of  Corsack,  and  by  a 
surprise  apprehended  Sir  James  Turner  in 
his  chamber  in  Bailie  Finnie's.  They  soon 
after  marched  to  the  west  country,  having 
sent  messages  to  their  acquaintances  in  the 
neighbouring  shires  to  assist  them. 

**  I  took  with  me  major  Learmont,  son-in- 
law  to  ^e  laird  of  Annstoun,  \vho  lived 
near  me,  an  officer  of  skill,  great  resolution, 
and  courage.  We  met  our  friends  on  the 
hills  above  Galstoun.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary to  halt  a  little  in  that  country,  till  we 
should  see  if  friends  would  join.  Some 
went  to  Mauchlin,  others  to  Tarbolton: 
the  major  and  I  went  next  day  with  about 
fifly  horse  to  the  town  of  Ayr  to  take  up 
quarters.  The  magistrates  fled,  but  we 
hearing  where  one  of  thein  was,  obliged  him 


*  This  minuter  evidently  wm  Mr.  William 
V^eitch,  settled  after  the  revuVulAon^  tA*«X  X)X 
Peebles  and  latterly  atDumffifA^wYkeY^V  ^\kA 


,  ,-^_.  —  — ,        -     X'eeojes  ana  laiieny  ci\  I JumiTieB,  1 

was  present  mdt  CoJond  Walkce^a  oratyjjn  the  month  of  May,  l'fi22.—£d. 
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1066    ^  ^^^  billets  for  seven  or  eight 
hundred    horse    and    foot.     Here 
worthy  Mr.  Hugh  M'Kail  turned  sickly,  but 
recovered, 

''From  Ayr  we  marched  up  the  water 
toward  Douglas,  and  from  that  to  Lanark. 
Meanwhile,  Dalziel  and  his  forces  were 
come  west,  to  meet  us,  the  length  of  Strath- 
aven ;  but  hearing  we  were  got  betwixt  them 
and  Edinburgh,  they  came  close  after  us. 
When  we  came  to  Lsmark,  I  know  not  if  we 
were  much  above  -fifteen  hundred  horse  and 
foot ;  several  indeed  were  daily  joining  us. 

"There  we  had  accounts  the  general 
would  be  upon  us  (hat  night.  Presently  a 
council  of  war  was  called,  of  officers  and 
gentlemen,  who  communicate  advices  with 
the  ministers.  By  the  generality  it  was 
thought  safest  to  bide  at^  Lanark,  the  rains 
having  made  Clyde  unpassable,  except  by 
boats,  which  were  broken;  and  there  was 
no  great  probability  of  the  river's  falling, 
and  a  few  men  might  have  prevented  the 
king's  forces  to  come  through  it  to  us :  but 
a  letter  at  this  time  came  to  Mr.  Welsh  and 
Mr.  Semple,  from  a  gentleman  at  Edinburgh, 
who  was  a  real  friend,  pressing  us  to  come 
as  near  that  place  as  might  be,  and  giving 
hopes  both  of  assistance  and  other  necessar- 
ies. This  altered  the  first  project,  and  the 
army  marched  straight  to  Bathgate,  under 
many  inconveniencies ;  and  there  being  no 
accommodation  there,  we  went  forward  to 
Collinton. 

"  There  I  was  pitched  upon  to  go  in  to 
the  town,  and  converse  with  that  gentleman, 
if  possible.  When  I  came  thither,  all  the 
roads  were  guarded,  and  my  lord  Kingston 
with  some  forces,  keeping  the  main  guard  at 
Brandsfield-links.  Having  taken  by-roads 
till  I  came  to  Libberton  Way,  I  was  stopped 
at  the  Wind-mill,  and  carried  to  my  lord 
Kingston.  I  made  a  shift  to  satisfy  him,  by 
desiring  two  soldiers  to  go  with  me  to  the 
dean  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Lawrie,and  he  would 
know  me.  My  lord  was  very  civil,  and  told 
mc,  Mr.  Lawrie  and  his  friends  would  be 
retired  for  safety  to  the  Castle,  and  dismissed 
me,  which  was  a  very  providential  deliver- 
ance to  me;  for  just  as  I  was  going  off,  I 
•aw  filr.  Hugh  M*Kail  brought  in  prisoner 
to  mjr  lord.    I  lodged  in  the  Potter-row, 
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but  could  have  no  access  into  the  town,  all 
the  ports  being  shut,  and  saw  nobody  that 
night,  save  old  Mr.  Arthur  Murray,  a  min- 
ister turned  out  of  his  chaige  in  Orkney : 
bis  wife  essayed  to  get  into  the  town  ^ith  a 
verbal  message  to  the  gentleman,  but  by  no 
means  could  be  admitted. 

"  Next  day,  I  went,  through  many  diffi- 
culties, to  our  friends,  who  were  now  come 
from  Collinton  to  Pentland  Iliiis.  When  I 
had  passed  Roslin-muir,  and  was  come  to 
Olencourse  water,  I  fell  in  almost  with  an 
advanced  party  of  the  king's  horse;  but  was 
relieved  by  the  rear  of  our  friends. 

"By  thb  time,  November  28th,  a  fiur 
frosty  day,  afler  a  sore  night  of  frost  and 
snow,  when  colonel  Wallace  got  intelligence, 
that  general  Dalziel  was  coming  from  Currie 
through  the  hills,  and  a  considerable  party 
'  of  our  men  were  upon  a  hill,  commanded  by 
Barmagacban,  and  Mr.  Crookshanks,  and 
Mr.  M'Cormock,  two  Irish  ministers  were 
with  them. 

"  In  about  half  an  hour,  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Drummond,  with  a  select  party,  were 
sent  against  us  upon  the  hill,  but  were  beat 
off  with  some  loss;  though  the  general 
assured  those  about  him,  that  party  would 
do  our  business,  and  the  rest  needed  only 
stand  and  see  fair  play.  When  the  lieuten- 
ant-general was  driven  back,  there  was  no 
small  confusion  among  the  army,  and  not  a 
few  threw  down  their  arms;  yea,  Drummond 
himself  owned  afterwards  to  Mr.  James 
Kirkton,  from  whom  I  have  the  account, 
that  if  we  had  pursued  the  chase,  in  the 
confusion  they  were  under,  the  general's 
army  might  have  been  ruined.  Blr.  Crook- 
shanks  and  Mr.  M'Cormock  were  both 
killed  in  this  rencounter. 

**  Major  Learmont  commanded  the  second 
attack,  when  we  beat  the  enemy  again,  and 
duke  Hamilton  narrowly  escaped,  by  dean 
Ramsay's  warding  off  a  blow  a  countryman 
was  just  giving  the  duke.  The  general  sent 
up  a  party  who  relieved  the  duke,  beat  back 
the  major :  his  horse  was  shot  under  him, 
and  falling,  he  stqpped  back  a  little  to  a 
fold-dike,  and  killed  one  of  the  four  horse- 
men who  pursued  him,  mounted  his  horse, 
and  came  safe  off  firom  the  other  three. 

"The  last  encounter  was  after  sunset, 
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when  the  general's  foot,  flanked  with  their 
horse  upon  all  hands,  overpowered  us,  broke 
our  raniks,  and  we  gore  way.  Our  horses 
not  being  trmned,  was  a  great  loss  to  us. 
Many  more  had  been  killed  and  taken,  had 
not  the  night  prerented  it.  I  fell  in  with 
a  whole  company  of  the  enemy,  who  taking 
me  in  the  dark  for  one  of  their  number, 
carried  me  ilown  the  hill  a  tittle  with  them 
in  the  pursirit,  till  I  got  to  a  side,  and 
having  a  stnrdy  horse,  turned  off  from  them, 
and  was  pursued,  bat  happily  escaped."* 

It  is  scarce  worth  while  to  take  notice  of 
the  misrepresentations  the  English  historians 
give  of  tlus  rising  and  engagement.  That 
party-writer  of  the  caveat  for  the  MThigs, 
published  toward  the  close  of  the  last  reign, 
in  order  to  corrupt  the  commonalty  of 
England,  and  dispose  matters  for  the  present 
attempt  of  the  pretender  (1715)  hath  as 
many  lies  as  words  almost  in  his  account 
of  this  matter.  He  pretends  this  rising  was 
in  concert  with  the  Whigs  in  England,  and 
the  repubUeans  in  Holland;  whereas  it 
was  entirely  unconcerted.  He  talks  of  the 
leaders  of  their  troops  being  tailors,  and 
onted  preachers ;  that  five  hundred  of  them 
were  killed  at  P^ntland,and  near  a  hundred 
executed.  So  gross  misrepresentations  need 
no  reflections. 

Mr.  Eachard,  Hist,  of  England,  voL  III. 
in  his  accounts  of  this  matter,  hath  copied 
several  of  the  blunders  formerly  printed  by 
his  countrymen.  He  insinuates  a  corre- 
spondence betwixt  the  presbyterians  in  Scot- 
land and  those  in  England,  without  the  least 
proof;  and  indeed  it  was  not  capable  of 
proof;  sudi  a  correspondence  not  bong  prac- 


*  Mr.  Veit^  bus  recorded  a  still  more  extraor- 
dlouy  e«cape,  that  he  had  upon  the  Friday 
Ibllowfng,  on  tbe  night  of  which,  he  had  ffone 
BBsn  MDW  busUices  to  the  house  of  his  kuMllord, 
the  laird  of  Auldstain  or  Austauc,  who,  was 
fkthcT-ln-law  to  major  Learmont.  In  hopes  of 
fiodlag  this  latter  Kentleman,  Dalzkrs  troop  of 
dracoons,  were  in  the  very  act  of  surrounding 
the  nouse,  when  Mr.  Veftch  approached.  Being 
attfrid  in  a  ooantry  liabit,  the  same  as  a  common 
peaaantt  he  went  bolJly  forward  to  one  of  his 
neighbours,  who  was  holding  fire  of  the  troopers* 
bones,  and  aoeosting  him  fomiliarly  by  his  name, 
inquired  what  he  thoueht  of  the  weather,  or,  if 
ft  was  to  he  snow.  His  neighbour  with  the 
same  prewno  of  mioil,  areosted  him  by  the  name 
of  A\  illie,  and  gava  hiw  two  of  hit  bonea  '- 
hold,   whJcb  be  did  tilt  tbe  oearcb  wBa  over 
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ticahle,con8idering  the  circumstances 
narrated  above.  Uis  bite  upon  major 
Learmont,  that  he  had  been  formerly  a 
tailor,  is  not  worth  noticing.f  I  know  not 
what  truth  is  in  the  fact ;  but  I  could  give 
instances  of  tradesmen  in  their  youth,  who 
have  gone  into  the  army,  and  proved  eminent 
in  the  art  of  war;  and  tbe  major's  bitterest 
enemies  owned  him  to  be  a  very  good  officer. 
What  follows  is  aplain  falsehood, that  most  of 
their  officers  were  cashiered  preachers.  And 
though  several  of  the  outed  ministers  were  in 
company  with  the  west  country  army,  there 
was  not  one  of  them  an  officer  or  had  any 
command  over  the  soldiers.  Presbyterian 
ministers  leave  those  things  to  another  set 
of  clergymen,  who  claim  tbe  privilege  of  a 
double  capacity,  and  act  in  it  where  they 
see  it  for  their  interest ;  and,  under  pretext 
of  their  temporalities,  can  make  a  sbifl  to 
be  princes  palatines,  members  of  parliament, 
lords  high  treasurers,  plenipotentiaries,  pre- 
sidents of  the  privy  council,  and  what  not. 
Mr.  Eachard  has  known  very  little  of  the 
story,  when  he  talks,  they  were  met  in  the 
height  of  their  power  by  the  king's  forces. 
A  third  part  of  those  who  had  been  together 
the  day  before  the  engagement,  were  not  at 
the  battle;  and,  considering  all  things,  it 
was  much  so  many  of  them  kept  together. 
Those  things  indeed  are  scarce  worth  the 
obsenring,  were  it  not,  if  possible,  to  pre\'ent 
other  subsequent  historians  from  copying 
afler  Mr.  Eachard,  as  he  has  done  from 
those  that  went  before  him,  in  our  Scots 
affiiirs,  to  which  they  have  been  very  much 
strangers. 

Those  remarks  upon  Mr.  Eachard,  relate 


when,  with  his  bonnet  under  his  nrm,  he  hold 
the  stirrups  to  the  troopers  mount iiif^  thrir 
horses,  woo,  immediately  rode  olT,  without 
suspecting  who  had  been  thoir  uKsUtant.  Vide 
Lift  of  \'>itch,  by  Dr.  M'Crie,  pp.  4fl.  46.-~Sd. 
f  Law  in  his  memorials  has  stated,  that  Lear- 
mont was  a  tailor  to  his  trade,  (p.  21G,)  on 
what  evidence  docs  not  appear,  but  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  he  was  proprietor  of  the  lands  of 
Newholme,  which  lay  partly  in  the  shire  of 
Peebles  and  partly  in  the  slilre  of  I^annrk. 
[Sampson's  Kiddle,  46.]  After  his  forfiifnre 
for  being  in  the  risinc;  at  PentlanH,  his 
1)rothcr-in-lnw  William  Hamilton  of  Wishnw, 
writer  fn  Edinburgh,  in  consequence  of  a 
ei>mpotiitioti  obtained  a  dQjn«,\\c\iv  ot  \\a  «»\t3X,« 
of  Newholme,  for  t\\e.  W\oo^  <>?  \v\%  ?«avA^.— 
M'Crle's  Life  of  VeitcYi,  &c.  VV-  ^^^  «SQ»— Ed. 
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likewise  to  the  author  of  the  Com- 
plete History  of  England^  whom,  in 
Scots  affiurs  the  archdeacon  pretty  closely 
follows;  only  the  bishop  hath  an  ill-natured 
turn,  the  rigid  presbyterians,  says  he,  were 
as  mutinous  as  the  popish  tones  in  Ireland. 
This  must  be  reckoned  a  spiteful,  as  well  as 
an  ignorant  comparison,  since,  as  the  pres- 
byterians  were  not  as  yet,  with  any  colour 
of  reason,  to  be  divided  into  rigid  and  not 
rigid,  they  all,  without  exception,  owned 
the  king's  authority,  and  submitted  to  erery 
thing  save  episcopacy;  so  there  was  no 
mutiny  in  the  case,  but  horrid  oppression 
from  the  soldiers  hounded  out  by  the  pre- 
lates, which  this  author  might  have  known 
from  Naphtali,  and  other  printed  accounts, 
and  so  spared  this  odious  comparison. 

Afler  this  engagement,  November  88th, 
1666,  the  country  people  were  very  cruel 
to  the  poor  fleeing  men.  Many  of  them 
were  killed,  and  severals  taken  priso- 
ners by  the  people  in  the  parishes  round 
about.  I  am  well  informed,  that  some 
visible  judgments  of  God  did  come  upon 
some  of  them  for  their  cruelty  and  murder. 
Colonel  Wallace  and  Mr.  John  Welsh  fled 
over  the  hill  nortliward;  and  when  they  had 
turned  their  horses  fixmi  them,  entered  into 
a  countryman's  bam  that  night ;  and,  afler 
some  very  refreshing  rest,  got  off  undis- 
covered. We  shall  afterwards  meet  with 
Mr.  Welsh  about  his  Master's  work.  The 
colonel,  after  some  wanderings,  got  over  to 
Holland,  and  lived  many  years  there;  but 
never  returned  to  his  native  oountiy. 

Thus  was  this  body  of  good  people  broken 
and  dissipated.  It  was  next  to  a  wonder, 
and  can  scarce  be  accounted  for,  except 
from  the  goodness  of  their  cause,  that  they 
were  so  brave  on  this  day  of  their  defeat,  if 
either  the  constitution  or  circumstances  of 
such  an  army  be  considered.  They  were 
but  a  small  handful  of  untrained,  undisci- 
plined countrymen,  who  had  never  seen 
war;  they  had  very  few  officers,  and  these 
had  little  authority.  Every  private  man  in 
such  a  gathering,  readily  must  either  be  let 
into  the  secrets  of  the  council  of  war,  other- 
wise he  is  in  hazard  of  clamouring  his 
neighbours  in  the  company  into  a  mutiny, 
mnd  thea  o£  deterfjBg  upon  a  scruple.    8o 
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hard  a  matter  did  admiral  Chattilon  find  it 
to  command  an  airny  of  volunteers.  And 
the  inexpressible  hardships  the  poor  people 
had  been  under  for  some  time  before  their 
engagement,  heighten  the  wonder.  The 
commanding  officer,  colonel  Wallace,  was  a 
gentleman,  a  good  soldier,  bold  and  resolute; 
but  such  an  undertaking  was  for  a  man  of 
miracles.  Their  enemies  very  much  com- 
mended their  gaUantry  and  courage;  and 
yet  under  such  disadvantages  as  they  had  to 
wrestle  with,  they  could  not  but  give  way. 
Two  parts  of  thdr  oonq^iany  had  deserted 
them ;  they  were  perfectly  spent  and  wearied, 
and  surprised  under  a  begun  treaty,  and 
overpowered  with  numbers  of  freah  horse 
and  men,  many  of  them  disciplined  troops, 
and  none  of  them  under  their  difficulties 
and  discouragements.  They  always  pro- 
tested and  declared,  their  only  design  was 
to  present  thor  grievances,  and  testify  for 
their  God  and  their  country,  for  reUgion  and 
liberty;  and  herein  holy  and  infinitely  wise 
providence  acc^ted  of  them,  and  smiled 
upon  them,  albdt  not  in  a  wi^  of  victoiy 
and  success,  yet  in  the  road  of  noble  and 
unshaken  steadfastness  and  suffering,  which 
turned  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
interests  they  appeared  and  testified  for.— 
This  account  shall  be  conchided  with  the 
letter  the  council  wrote  to  the  king^  the 
day  after  this  engagement 

''  May  it  please  your  majesty, 

"  Since  the  first  notice  we  had  of  the  late 
insurrection  in  the  west,  we  have  from  time 
to  time  given  an  account  of  it,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings against  it,  to  the  earl  of  Rothes,  to 
be  communicated  to  your  majesty :  and  now 
we  presume,  by  this  humble  and  immediate 
address,  to  make  known  to  your  majesty, 
that  yesterday  in  the  afternoon,  the  general, 
and  noblemen  with  him,  and  your  forces 
under  his  command,  gave  them  a  total  rout 
at  the  south  side  of  Pentland  Hills,  about 
seven  miles  firom  Edinburgh.  Alany  of 
them  were  killed  in  the  field.  There  be 
several  prisoners,  against  whom  there  shall 
be  speedy  proceedings,  according  to  the 
hiws  against  traitors :  and  if  night  had  no* 
prevented  your  majesty's  forces  in  the  pur- 
smt  of  the  rd>els,  none  of  them  had  escaped. 
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And  although  this  rahhle  be  totally  dissi- 
pated for  the  time,  yet  we  conceive  ourselves 
obligedy  in  the  dischai^  of  our  duty,  to 
represent  unto  your  majesty,  that  those 
prindples  which  are  pretended  as  the  ground 
of  this  rebellion,  are  so  rooted  in  many 
(fereral  places  through  the  kingdom,  and 
there  be  such  just  grounds  of  apprehensions 
of  dangers,  from  persons  disaflbcted  to  your 
majesty's  govemment,  as  it  ii  now  estab- 
lidied  by  law,  as  will  require  more  vigorous 
application,  for  such  an  extirpation  of  it  as 
msty  secure  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and 
due  obedience  to  the  laws:  and  we  shall 
not  be  wantmg  in  any  thing  in  our  power; 
and  your  majesty's  commands  shall  be 
obeyed  by 

"  Your  majesty's  most,  &c. 

*  St.  Andrews. 

« MommoB,  Rsoirrm, 

Hadduotov,  Advocate, 

DuMraus,  Jutricx-cuuiK, 

Sinclair,  Lxk, 

Halkbetoit,  Nidkt, 

Bkllhiokii,  Sib  R.  Mubbay. 
Pbbsibbitv, 

«  Edinburgh,  Vow.  89th,  1606." 

This  letter  breathes  forth  a  spirit  of 
cmdty  peculiar  to  the  president  and  prelates. 
I  make  no  reflections  upon  it :  they  fiurly 
own  the  pre}ndice  generally  prevailing  now 
against  the  prdates  for  their  oppression, 
and  inclinations  toward  a  freedom  from 
that  yoke ;  and  seek  further  severities,  and 
a  standing  army.  But  I  come  now  to  give 
account  of  the  suflerings  of  those  taken  at 
Pentland. 

SECT.  III. 

Of  ike  nifferings  amd  execution  of  such  who 
were  taken  at  PentiamI,  with  tome  r^ftcc- 
tknu  upon  their  death, 

Havimq  given  an  unbiassed  account  of  this 
rising,  as  fiur  as  my  materials  would  carry 
me,  I  come  next  to  offer  some  short  narra- 
tive of  the  cruelties  exercised  upon  so  many 
of  this  broken  party,  as  came  into  the 
managers'  hands.  Many  came  tobe  sharers 
with  them  in  suflerings,  who  had  not  been 
up  in  arms  with  them,  as  may  afterwards 
come  tobe 
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Now  the  prelates  made  a  terrible  i^gr 
clamour,  and  took  care  to  load  the 
whole  body  of  presbyterians,  ministers,  and 
people,  as  concerned  in  thb  rising;  and 
misrepresented  them  as  rebels,  enemies  to 
die  government,  and  what  not:  and  a  handle 
was  taken  from  this  appearance  in  arms 
which  was  very  far  from  being  any  concert 
among  presbyterians  through  the  nation,  to 
violent  and  bear  down  all  of  that  designation, 
ministers  and  people,  as  common  enemies. 

The  utmost  care  had  been  taken,  before 
and  after  the  battle,' to  prevent  thdr  escape. 
Upon  the  country  peoples*  moving  from 
Coilinton,  the  council  sent  one  Patrick  Mur- 
ray to  Tevoitdale,  to  acquaint  the  heritors, 
the  rebels  were  moving  eastward,  and  all- 
the  passes  were  appointed  to  be  guarded. 
Immediately  after  the  engagement,  they  send 
tfApresBCs  to  Berwick,  to  stop  the  rebels 
who  came  to  the  borders;  and  likewise 
order  earls  Annandale,  Nithsdale,  and  lord 
Drumlancrk,  and  others  in  that  country,  to 
keep  the  forces  together  they  had  raised,  in 
order  to  apprdiend  the  rebels  upon  thdr 
return.  Also  the  forces  at  Linton  Bridge, 
are  ordered  to  keep  together  till  Saturday's 
night.  Next  day,  November  30th,  the  lord 
treasurer  is  ordered  by  the  council,  to  secure 
all  the  goods  and  rents  belonging  to  any  of 
the  rebels  indicted  or  to  be  indicted,  and  to 
intromit  with  them;  with  a  reservation  of 
their  dues  resting  to  their  masters :  and  all 
hazard  being  now  well  nigh  over,  the  council 
give  liberty  to  all  the  forces  in  the  Merse, 
Tevoitdale,  and  the  Forest,  (Ettrick  Forest) 
in  Dumbarton  and  Stirling  shires  to  dismiss. 

After  all  this  care  in  the  council,  now 
managed  by  the  primate,  I  need  scarce 
notice,  that  the  difficulties  and  hardships  of 
many  who  had  got  off  firom  Pentland  with 
their  lives,  were  very  great :  not  a  few  who 
had  escaped  the  sword  at  Bullion  Green, 
were  most  cruelly  murdered  by  the  country 
people ;  the  common  people,  in  many  places 
abont,  wanted  the  bowels  of  men,  not  to 
say  CSiristians,  toward  the  scattered  party. 
Yea,  so  inhumane  were  some,  as  to  break 
in  upon  the  graves  of  those  who  had  been 
buried,  that  they  might  get  the  linen  some 
good  people  in  Edinburgli  had  ^tovided  lo 
bur>'  them  in ;  and  muYuiudt^  >KetQ  ^o\csi^ 
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1666   ^®'  many  years  to  lurk  and  hide 
'  themselves,  and  undergo  inexpres- 
sible hardships,  ha^Hng  their  life  as  it  were, 
every  day  in  their  hand. 

To  render  their  life  more  uneasy,  and  to 
involve  others  who  should  show  them  the 
least  favour,  a  proclamation  comes  out, 
Dcccm1)er  4th,  which  I  have  insert  as  a 
note.*  There  is  a  reference  made  here  to 
their  former  proclamation,  making  it  treason 
to  assist,  supply,  or  correspond  with  any 
that  had  risen  in  arms ;  and  that  no  subject 
may  harbour,  reset,  hide,  or  conceal  any  of 
them,  or  they  must  be  brought  to  trouble 
therefore.  The  names  of  about  sixty  are 
set  down ;  and  the  proclamation  adds,  "  or 
auy  others  who  concurred  or  joined  in  that 
rebellion;'*  with  certification,  that  all  who 
fail  herein,  shall  be  reputed  guilty  of  their 
crime.    The  hardships  of  this  arc  plain,  and 


•  Proclamation  dimharrjing  the  rcctipt  of  the 
rebeliy  December  4/A,  l(jti(j. 

Ch.irlc<i,  by  the  grace  of  God,  kiiig  of  Scotland, 
EnulHud,  I'Vnnee,  niid  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  to  all  and  sundry  our  lieges  and  subjects 
whom  theiic  presents  do  or  may  concern,  greet- 
ing :  forasmuch  as,  upon  the  nr>9t  notice  given 
to  our  privy  council,  of  the  rising  and  gathering 
of  these  dikluyal  and  seditious  wrsons  in  tliu 
west,  who  have  of  late  appeai'ed  in  anns,  in  u 
des{)er<ite  and  avowed  rebellion  against  us,  our 
government  and  laws,  we  declare  them  to  be 
traitoi%  and  dischargeil  all  our  su1)je<:t«  to  assist, 
reset,  supply,  or  correspond  with  any  of  them, 
under  the  pain  of  treason :  and  the  said  rebels 
and  traitors  being  now,  bv  the  blessing  of  Gud 
up4in  our  forces,  subdued,  dissipated,  and  scatter- 
ed, and  such  of  them  as  were  not  either  killed 
or  taken  in  the  field,  being  lurking  in  the 
country;  and  we  being  unwilling  that  any  of 
oar  good  subjects  should  be  ensnarad  or  brought 
in  trouble  by  them,  we  have  therefore,  by  the 
advice  of  our  privy  council,  thought  fit  again 
hereby  to  discharge  and  Inhibit  all  oin>  subjects, 
that  none  of  them  offer  or  ]H'esume  to  harbour, 
reset,  sujiply,  or  correspond,  hide  or  conceal  the 
persons  ot  cidonel  James  Wallace,  major  Lear- 
mont,  — —  Maxwell  of  Monrief  younger,  — — 
Maclellan  of  Barscob,  — -  Gordon  of  I'arbreck, 
— —  Maclelhtn  of  Halmngachan,  —  Cannon  of 
fiumshalloch  younger,  —  Caimon  of  Barley 

younger, Cannon  of  JVIordrogget  younger, 

\Vel,h  of  Skar, WeUh  «.f  Coriiley,  —1 

Gordon  of  Garery  in  Kells,  Robert  Chalmers 
brother  to  Gadgirtb,  Henry  Grier  in  Balmac- 
lellan,  David  Stot  in  Irongniy,  John  Gordon  in 
Mldton  of  Dairy,  William  Gordon  thens  John 
Macuaught  there,  U4»bert  and  Gilbert  Cannons 

there, Gordon  of  liar  elder  in  Kirkpatrick- 

durham,  Patrick  Macnaught  In  C^umnock,  John 
Macnaught  his  son,  .^^   Gordon   of   Holm 

younger, Dempster  of  Carridow, 

oflhtrgoaer, of&'undfwail,  Ramsay  in 
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likewise  the  uselessness  of  inserting  so  many 
of  their  names;  since  converse  &c.  with 
such  who  are  not  named,  runs  a  person  at 
deep  in  guilt,  as  with  such  as  are  named. 
I  shall  make  no  reiections  on  the  list  in 
the  proclamation.    John  Semple  is  named 
among  the  ministen,  and  every  one  was 
ready  to  take  it  for  John  Semple,  wiini«tfr  at 
Carsfaim,  whereas  he  was  no  way  concerned 
in  this  business.     Accordiqgly,  I  find  this 
pious  plain  man,  upon  the  1^  of  Decem- 
ber, petitioning  the  council,  **  that  whereas 
one  of  the  same  name  with  him,  is  insert  in 
the  late  proclanmtion,  as  among  the  rebels, 
whereby  he  and  his  family  living  peaceably 
these  fifVeen  months  at  Cnrrie^  in  their  old 
age,  he  being  sixty-four,  and  his  wife  seventy 
years,  are  brought  to  great  trouble,  craving 
redress."      Which  being    found  true,  the 
council  permit  him  to  live  still  there,  and 


the  Mains  of  Amiaton,  John  Hatchlsno  in  New- 

bottle, R«w  chaplain  to  Scot^ttarbet,  I'atrick 

Liston  in  Calder,  William  Llston  his  sun,  James 
Wilkie  in  the  Mains  of  Cliftonhall,  the  laird  of 
Caldwell,  the  goodman  of  Caldwell,  the  laird  of 
Kersland,    the   laird  of    Bedlandcuiiningham, 

Porterfield  of  Qiurrelf on,  Alexander  Por- 

terfield  his  brother,  —  LocJihart  of  ^X'ickcU 
libaw,  — -  Trail,  son  to  Mr.  Robert  Trail, 
David  Poe  in  Pokelly,  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple^ 
John  Semple^  Mr.  John  Guthrie^  Mr.  John 
Welsh,  Mr.  Samuel  Arnot,  Mr.  Jamca  Smith, 
Mr.    Alexander    Pedin,   Mr.   —  Orr,    Mr. 

Willhim   Veltcb,  Mr.  Patton,  Mr.  

Cruikabanks,  Mr.  Gabriel  Maxwell  Air.  John 
CarAtairs,  Mr.  James  Mitchell,  Mr.  William 
Forsyth,  or  any  others  who  concurred  or  Joined 
in  the  late  rebellion,  or  who,  upon  the  account 
thereof,  have  appeared  in  arms  In  any  part  of 
that  our  kingdom ;  but  that  they  pursue  them 
as  the  worst  of  traitors,  and  present  and  deliver 
such  of  them  as  they  shall  have  within  their 
power,  to  the  lords  of  our  privy  council,  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  or  the  magistrates  of  the 
next  adjacent  burgh  royal,  to  be  by  them  made 
forthcoming  to  law :  certifying  all  sucJi  as  shaO 
be  found  to  fail  In  their  duty  nereln,  they  shall 
be  e&tecmed  and  punished  as  favourers  of  the 
said  rebeUi(m,  and  as  persons  accessory  to,  and 
guilty  of  the  same.  And  to  the  end,  all  our 
good  subjects  may  have  timous  notice  hereof, 
we  do  ordain  these  presents  to  be  forth  with 
printed,  and  published  at  the  market-^rostr^ 
of  Edinburgh,  Ayr,  Lanark,  Glasgow,  Irviui*, 
Wigton,  Kirkcudbright,  Dumfries,  and  rema- 
nent mnrket-crofises  of  our  said  kingdom :  and 
we  do  recommend  to  the  right  reverend  our  arch- 
bishops and  bibhops,  to  give  orders  that  this  our 
proclamation  bewithall  possible  dllllgencc  read  on 
the  Lord's  day,  in  all  the  churches  within  their 
several  dioceses.  Given  at  Edinburgh,  the  fourth 
day  of  Dei'embrr,  and  of  our  reign  tne  eighteenth 
year,  one  thousaud  i»lx  hundred  and  sixty-six. 
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confine  him  to  that  place,  and  four  miles 
about  it.  Tlie  laird  of  Caldwell,  and  his 
neigbbours  before  meotioned,  had  no  legal 
evidence  against  them,  of  their  being  up  in 
this  rebellion.  I  have  been  infiNrmed,  sev- 
eral here  named  were  not  concerned  at  all 
in  the  rising ;  and  Mr.  John  Crookshanks  was 
killed,  and  nobody  in  hazard  of  reset  or 
converse  wit  him.  It  may  be  of  some  more 
importance  to  observe^  that  upon  December 
1st,  the  council  without  any  previous  trial, 
give  orders  to  general  Dalzlel,  *'to  search 
for  and  apprdiend  all  persons  and  their 
horses,  who  have  been  in  arms  with  the 
rebels,  or  are  suspected  since^  or  before  the 
defeat,  or  who  have  reset,  or  being  aiding  to 
them,  and  to  intromit  with  their  goods ;  and 
require  him  to  quarter  upon  their  lands  with 
his  forces ;  and  duke  Hamilton  is  appointed 
to  seize  all  such  in  Lanarkshire."  This  is 
three  days  before  the  former  proclamation, 
which  is  pretended  to  be  so  much  for  the 
good  of  the  lieges;  and  surely  these  orders 
were  cither  unreasonable,  or  the  proclama- 
tion very  useless,  unless  it  be  to  convey 
down  to  posterity,  the  names  of  those  who 
made  so  gallant  a  stand  for  their  most  valu- 
able concerns. 

Together  with  thb  proclamation,  I  find 
in  the  council  registers  an  act  of  the  same 
date,  against  presbyterian  ministers,  entitled, 
"  act  against  deposed  ministers."  It  runs 
thus,  "  Tlie  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council  being  informed  that  there  are  many 
deposed  ministers  who  have  transgressed 
the  act  of  council,  of  the  date  August 
13th,  1663,  in  not  removing  themselves  and 
families  out  of  their  respective  parishes, 
where  they  were  incumbents,  and  not  resid- 
ing within  twenty  miles  thereof,  six  miles  of 
E<finburgh,  or  a  cathedral  church,  and  three 
males  of  any  royal  burgh,  whereby  tliey 
ought  to  be  proceeded  against  as  movers  of 
sedition:  therefore  they  require  the  arch- 
bishops of  St.  Andrews  and  Glasgow  to 
ordain  all  bishops  within  their  several  sees, 
to  cause  all  minbters  within  their  respective 
dioceses,  ffYe  up  a  list  of  such  ministers' 
names,  and  of  the  place  of  their  residence, 
and  in  what  manner  they  have  transgressed 
the  said  act,  and  report  to  the  archbishops, 
and  tbe^  to  the  council "    It  hath  been  I 
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formerly  remarked,  that  obedience 
to  this  act  was  next  to  impossible ; 
and  now  the  primate  reckons  it  a  good  season 
to  harass  his  (once)  brethren,  and  homid  out 
the  army  upon  them,  in  order  to  throw  the 
odium  of  this  rising  upon  them,  when  mean- 
while they  were  living  peaceably. 

I  shall  make  one  observe  further^  before 
I  come  to  give  account  of  the  severities 
upon  such  who  were  taken  at  Pentlaiid; 
and  that  is,  this  disaster,  and  the  cruelty 
following  on  it,  not  only  was  matter  of  great 
grief  and  heartbreak  to  the  most  part  of  any 
piety  and  seriousness  through  Scotland,  but 
really  hastened  some  to  their  grave.  One 
instance  shall  suffice,  of  that  worthy  old 
minister  Mr.  Arthur  Murray,  who  was  upon 
the  matter  a  sufierer  with  those  worthy 
persons,  unto  death.  This  good  and  aged 
man  was  living  in  the  suburbs  of  Edinburgh, 
through  which  Dalziel's  soldiers  marched  in 
triumph.  When  he  opened  his  window, 
and  saw  them  display  their  banners,  and 
heard  the  shouts  of  the  soldiers  triumphing 
over  the  prisoners,  he  was  stnick  to  the 
very  heart,  took  his  bed  immediately  and 
died  in  a  day  or  two. 

But  leaving  those  accessory  sufierers,  I 
come  to  those  who  were  taken  in  the 
engagement  itself.  The  prisoners,  about 
fifty  in  number,  who  were  taken  at  the  battle, 
were  brought  in  by  the  soldiers  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  the  country  people  brought  in 
about  thirty  more ;  they  were  all  crowded 
together  by  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  in 
a  place  near  the  tolbooth,  called  Haddocks 
Hole,  which  of  late  is  turned  to  a  better  u^c. 
The  late  French  king,  I  am  told,  turned  the 
noble  and  capacious  church  at  Charenton, 
near  Paris,  to  a  draughthouse ;  and  this 
place  out  of  which  those  innocents  were 
taken,  as  slieep  for  the  slaughter,  is  since 
converted  to  a  church.  Some  of  the  better 
sort  were  put  into  the  tolbooth,  and  as  the 
council  promise  in  their  letter  to  the  king, 
"  very  quick  despatch  was  made  of  them." 
Bishop  Sharp  the  president,  pushed  violently 
the  prosecution  and  execution  of  the  pris- 
oners ;  and  indeed  his  bloodthirsty  temper 
at  this  time  made  him  very  odious.  I  am 
well  infonncd,  that  after  some  o^  iVv^tiv  >n«^ 
condemned,  and  n  fcvw  cx^ceuleOL^  tk.  X^Wtst 
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prisoners  were  brought  in,  the  president 


came  down  from  the  king  discharg- 
ing taking  any  more  lives.  This 
letter  came  to  the  primate  as  president,  and 
ought  to  have  by  him  been  communicate  to 
the  council ;  but  the  bloodthirsty  man  kept 
it  up,  till  as  many,  as  he  had  a  mind  should 
die,  were  despatched.*  This  foul  act  of  his 
he  was  very  justly  charged  with,  by  the 
persons  who  some  years  after  this,  took  away 
his  life ;  and  when  he  cried  pitifully  for  mercy, 
he  was  told,  that  as  he  never  showed  mercy 
to  others,  so  he  was  to  expect  none  from 
them.  This  base  breach  of  trust  was  of  a 
piece  with  another  step  he  took  about  this 
time.  When  the  country  people  were  rising 
in  the  south  and  west,  he  wrote  up  a  letter 
to  Lauderdale  or  Rothes,  to  be  commun- 
icated to  the  king,  wherein  he  signified,  that 
all  went  well  in  Scotland,  and  that  every 
man  was  in  his  duty,  except  the  few  fanatics 
who  were  in  arms,  whom  he  feared  not.  At 
the  same  time  he  wrote  a  letter  to  another 
nobleman  at  court,  wherein  he  asserted  all 
was  wrong,  scarce  any  were  faithful  to  the 
king,  and  they  were  all  sold.  Both  the 
letters  of  the  same  date,  were  read  to  the 
king,  who  now  saw  his  dishonesty  and  double 
face,  which  he  would  never  believe  before, 
although  he  had  several  hints  of  it  given 
him.  Aflcr  this,  I  am  told,  the  king  never 
gave  him  that  credit  he  had  with  him  before, 
and  trusted  him  very  little. 

However,  at  this  time,  with  a  great  deal 
of  willingness  he  presided  in  council.  When 
they  met,  the  first  thing  before  them  was, 
what  they  should  do  with  the  prisoners.  It 
seemed  very  natural  to  think  they  had  their 
lives  spared  by  the  king,  in  as  much  as  they 
had  quarters  gjven  them,  by  such  who  had 
the  king*s  commission  to  kill  or  to  save 
alive ;  and  Orotius,  De  Jure  Bclii  et  Pom, 
determines,^iri  est  eUam  rebeUibua  tervanda : 
but  this  reasonable  and  merciful  construc- 
tion, agreeable  to  all  the  rules  of  war,  was 
too  moderate  for  our  cruel  bishops,  and 
what  their  party  in  council  would  not  hear 
of.    And  so  in  the  first  letter  writ  when  the 


*  BnmeC  aavs  this  letter  was  sent  by  Burnet, 

archbishop  of  ulaxfow,  and  that  it  was  by  him 

kept  up  till  after  the  execution  of  Mr.  Hugh 

M'KMMJ^'^Bumers  History  of  his  Own  Times, 

rol  I  p,  S4e,—£'d, 


according  to  his  cunning  way  of  doing  bua- 
ness,  shuffled  in  the  clause  we  have  seen  in 
their  letter  to  the  king,  to  prdimit  their 
procedure,  *  that  they  would  prosecute  them 
with  all  despatch."  When  this  matter  came 
to  be  reasoned  at  the  council  table^  Sir  John 
Gilmour  the  best  lawyer  among  them,  de- 
clined peremptorily  to  give  his  judgment, 
knowing,  as  was  then  sud,  that  if  he  gave 
his  opinion  for  taking  of  their  lives,  he  would 
go  against  both  law  and  conscience ;  and  if 
he  voted  for  sparing  them,  he  would  offend 
both  the  president  and  prelates.  It  fell  very 
unhappily  to  one  of  the  best  of  the  coun- 
sellors, to  give  it  as  his  opinion,  when  others 
were  silent,  that  though  the  prisoners  had 
their  lives  given  them  in  the  field  as  solcfiers, 
yet  this  did  not  prejudge  their  trial  in  law 
as  subjects.  This  was  greedily  backed  by 
the  president,  and  insbted  on  as  an  oracle, 
and  gone  into  by  the  council,  such  who 
were  against  it  inclining  to  be  alent ;  and 
the  council  remitted  them  to  the  criminal 
court  They  say  that  genera!  Dalxiel,  when 
he  had  the  accounts  of  this,  cursed  and 
swore  terribly,  and  sud,  were  he  to  serve  the 
king  never  so  long,  he  should  never  bring  in 
a  prisoner  to  be  butchered. 

Accordingly  I  find  the  council,  upon  the 
4th  of  December,  order  the  king's  advocate 
to  pursue  a  process  of  forfeiture  against 
eleven  of  the  prisoners,  who  were  picked 
out  for  the  first  bloody  sacrifice:  major 
John  M'Culloch,  a  reverend  old  gentleman, 
captain  Andrew  Amot,  brother  to  the  laird 
jof  Lochridge,  Thomas  Paterson,  merchant 
I  in  Glasgow,  who  was  sentenced  with  the 
j  rest,  but  died  of  his  wounds  in  prison ;  the 
two  Gordons  of  Knockbreck,  John  Parker 
in  Busbie,  Gavin  Hamilton,  James  Hamiltcm 
in  Kilmuir,  John  Ross  in  Mauchlin,  John 
Shields  in  Titwood,  tenant  to  Sir  George 
Maxwell  of  Nether-pollock,  Christopher 
Strang,  tenant  in  Kilbride.  Those  are  to  be 
indicted  before  the  criminal  court,  or  rather 
two  criminal  judges,  for  treason  and  rebel- 
lion :  and  the  council  allow  them  Sir  Geoi^ 
Lockhart,  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Maxwell,  and  Mr.  Robert  Dickson,  for 
advocates.  So  upon  the  same  day.  Sir  John 
Hurac  of  KcuVoTv,  '^vvsNac^i  t\^\V^  ow<i  of  the 
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greatest  zealots  for  the  prelates  io  Scotland, 
and  BIr.  William  Murray  advocate,  justice 
depute,  sit  down  as  their  judges,  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Edinburgh.  They  heard  the 
advocates  plead  a  little  for  form's  sake ;  but 
very  quickly  they  came  to  sentence,  finding 
them  guilty,  and  ordering  them  to  be  hanged 
at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  upon  the  7th  of 
December. 

That  the  reader  may  have  a  full  view 
of  the  reasonings  pro  and  con^  and  the 
method  taken  with  these  worthy  persons,  I 
have  inserted  at  the  foot  of  the  page  the 
whole  of  their  process,  extracted  out  of  the 
records  of  the  criminal  court,  and  the  coun- 
dl*s  act  as  to  the  disposal  of  their  heads 
and  arms.*    This  extract  b  in  print  in  a 
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in  Andrew  Amot,  ^. 


Uh,  1666. 

The  proceo  mod  indietmoit  of  these  fint  ten 
martyn  of  Jesus  Chrbt,  who  (besides  Thomas 
Paterson  who  died  of  hb  woands  in  the  tol- 
booth) suffered  together  at  Edlnbuiigh,  D»> 
oenkber  7tlit  1666. 
Coria  j ustielaria  &  D.  N.  regis,  tenta  in  pneto- 
rio  Durgi  de  Edinburgh  quarto  die  mensis 
Decem^s,1666rper  dominum  Joannem  Hume 
de  Rentoan,  Justidarias  dericom,  et  Guliel- 
BUflB  Murray  advocatum,  jostidarum  depu- 
tatom. 

Curia  legiUimt  affirmata, 
iNTaAnT. 
Captain  Andrew  Amot, 
Mi^  John  M<Cullocb, 
Gavin  Hamilton  in  Manldslle  in  Carluke 

parish, 
John  Gordon  of  Knodcbreck, 
Christopher  Strang  tenant  in  Kilbride, 
Robert  Gordon  brother  to  John  Gordon  of 

Knockbredc, 
John  Parkor  walker  In  Kilbride  parish, 
-  John  Ross  in  Mauchlin, 
James  Hamilton  tenant  in  Killimulr, 
John  Shiels  in  Titwood. 

Ton,  and  ilk  one  of  yon,  are  indicted  and 
aocnaed  for  that,  albdt  by  the  common  law,  and 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  law  and  practidc  of 
this  kingdom,  and  many  dear  and  express  acts 
of  pafiJbunen^  Uie  rising  of  his  mi^esty's  sub- 
jects, or  any  number  of  them,  and  tlie  joining 
end  aaBsmbling  together  in  arm%  without  com- 
mand, warrant,  or  anthority,  and  specially, 
when  the  same  is  not  only  without,  but  against, 
and  in  oppodtlon  to  his  inajesty*s  authority  and 
Iswa,  are  most  horrid  and  heinous  crimes  of 
rebellion,  treason,  and  lese-nuyesty,  in  the  high- 
est deipree,  and  all  persons  committing,  and 
guilty  of  the  said  crimes,  or  any  wise  accessory 
tiiereto,  er  who  diMh  abet,  aasist,  reset,  inter- 
oommnne  idth,  or  keep  correspondence  with 
•uch  rebels,  or  any  wise  doth  supply  them  in 
any  manner  of  way;  or  being  required  by 
proclamation,  or  otherwise,  doth  not  rise  with 
•ad  assist  his  nu^esty's  lieutenaat-^nani//  and  / 


begun  account  of  the  suflerings  of  ,^^^ 
these  times,  entituled  "  Sampson's 
Riddle.*'    That  work  being  stopt  in  Holland, 
by  the  gentleman's  death  who  was  at  the 
chai^ges  of  it;  and  that  imperfect  part  of 
which  was  got  printed,  being  but  in  the 
hands  of  a  few,  I  have  here,  in  the  Notes, 
taken  several  original  papers  relative  to  the 
sufferers  at  Pentland,  from  it,  after  I  had 
collated  them  with  the  justiciary  records. 
In  the  meantime,  to  satisfy  the  reader's 
longing,  he  may  here  take  a  short  account 
of  that  process  from  the  unsuspected  haqd 
of  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  in  his  Criminals, 
Part  IL  Tit.  16.  Par.  2d.    *<  The  most  con- 
siderable military  questions,  saith  he,  which 
I  remember  in  ail  the  acfjoumal  books,  arc 


others  having  power  and  authority,  for  repreis- 
ing  these  rel>els,  ouglit  to  ht  proceeded  against, 
and  severelv  punished  as  traitors,  conform  to 
the  laws  ana  acts  of  parliament  of  tills  kingdom : 
and  in  particular,  it  is  statute  and  ordained,  by 
the  third  act  of  king  James  1.  his  first  parlia- 
ment, that  no  man  openly  or  notourly  rel>el 
against  the  king,  under  the  pain  of  forfeiting 
life,  lands,  and  goods;  and  by  the  twenty-sevenCh 
act  of  the  said  king  James  his  second  parliament, 
it  is  statute,  that  no  man  wilfully  reset,  maintain, 
nor  do  favour  to  open  and  manifest  rebels, 
against  the  king's  iiu\jesty,  and  common  law, 
under  tlie  pain  of  forfeiture ;  and  by  the  four- 
teenth act  of  king  James  II.  his  sixteentli 
parliament,  entituled.  "  that  no  rebel  against  tlie 
king*s  person  or  authority,"  it  Is  statute,  Tliat 
whosoever  doth  rebd  against  tiie  king's  person 
and  authority,  or  makes  war  against  the  Idog's 
lieges,  that  they  should  be  punished  according 
and  after  the  quality  of  their  offence  and  rebel- 
lion; and  by  the  twenty-fifth  act  of  the  said 
king  James  II.  his  sixth  parliament,  entituled, 
"sundry  points  of  treason,**  it  Is  statute,  That  If 
any  man  commit  or  do  treason  against  the  king 
his  person  or  authority,  or  rise  in  fcir  of  war 
against  him,  or  resets  any  that  has  committed 
treason,  or  supplies  him  in  hdp,  red  or  counsel, 
shall  Im  punished  as  traitors ;  and  the  hundred 
and  forty-fourth  act  of  king  James  VI.  his 
twdflth  parliament,  it  is  statute,  lliat  wherever 
any  dedared  traitors  or  rebels  repair  in  any  place 
of  this  realm,  none  of  our  sovereign's  lieges  shall 
presume  to  reset,  supply  or  interoommune  with 
them,  or  to  give  any  relief  or  comfort ;  and  that, 
immediately  upon  knowledge  of  their  repairing 
to  tlie  liounds,  all  his  highness's  ol>edient  subjects 
do  their  exact  diligence  in  searching  and  appre- 
hending the  said  traitors  and  rebels,  and  that 
with  all  speed  they  certify  his  majesty,  or  some 
of  his  secret  council,  or  some  chief  persona  of 
authority  and  credit  within  the  shire,  that  such 
rel>ds  are  within  the  same,  under  the  pain  that 
the  said  traitors  and  rebels  ought  to  sustain,  If 
they  were  apprehended,  and  convict  by  justice : 
likeas  by  toe  fifth  act  of  his  ranjesty's  late 
pnrliumcnt,  and  first  sesstou  thereof,  \1  \a  ^dwt- 
ed|,  that  it  shall  be  high  Ireaaun  !«  Wit  «w\^«c\^ 
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traitors  by  the  council,  and  being  thcrcailcr 
beat  at  Pentland  IlilUy  captaiu  Amot,  major 
M'Cullochy  and  others,  were  taken  by  some 
of  his  majesty's  inferior  officers  upon  quarter : 


Ifififi    ^'^^^'  ^'^^  which  was  debated  De- 
cember 5th,  166G,  the  case  whereof 
was:  some  west  country  men  had  formed 
themsel?es  In  an  army,  and  were  declared 


of  this  kingdom,  or  any  number  of  them  more 
or  leas,  upon  any  ground  or  pretext  whataomever 
to  riae,  or  continue  in  arms,  to  make  peace  or 
war,  or  make  any  treaties  or  leafues  with 
foreign  princes  or  estates,  or  amongst  themaelres, 
without  his  majesty's  special  authorltv  or  appro- 
bation first  interwHied  thereto ;  and  hU  m^esty's 
subjects  are  discharged,  upon  any  pretext  what- 
aomerer,  to  attempt  any  of  these  things  under 
the  said  pain  of  treason :  and  by  the  seventh  act 
of  his  mi^esty*s  foresaid  parliament,  and  first 
session  thereof,  all  his  mijesty*s  subjects  are 
discharged  and  iuhiluted,  that  none  of  them  pre^ 
sume,  upon  any  pretext  or  authority  what- 
somever,  to  require  the  renewing  or  swearing 
the  league  or  covenant,  or  of  any  other  covenant 
or  public  oaths,  concerning  the  government  of 
the  church  or  kingdom,  without  his  majesty's 
special  warrant  and  approbation,  and  that  none 
of  his  majesty's  subiects  offer  to  renew,  or  swear 
the  same,  without  his  mi^esty's  warrant  as  they 
will  be  answerable  at  their  highest  peril :  never- 
tlieless,  ye,  and  your  complices,  shaking  off  all 
fear  of  God,  and  conscience  of  duty,  allegianco 
and  loyaltv  to  his  sacred  mi^estv,  your  native 
and  sovereign  princ^  and  natural  tenderness  to 
your  country,  have  most  perfidiously  and  trea^- 
sonably  contravened  tlie  said  laws  and  acts  of 
parliament,  and  committed  the  eaid  crimes  in 
manner  aftei^specified :  in  so  far  as  this  his 
migesty's  ancient  lUngdom,  having  for  many 
years  suffered  and  endured  all  the  calamities, 
miseries,  tragical  effects  and  consequences  of  a 
civil  and  intestine  war,  and  foreign  usurpation ; 
and  now,  after  his  migesty*s  happy  restitution, 
beginning  to  recover,  of  so  long  and  wasting 
a  consumption,  through  the  blnsing  of  GofI, 
and  his  mi^esty*s  incomparable  goodness  and 
clemency,  having  by  an  act  of  oblivion  secured 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  yon  and  others,  who 
were  conscious  to  themselves,  and  might  have 
justly  feared  to  be  under  the  laidi  and  compan 
of  law  and  justice ;  and  when  his  majesty  and 
his  good  people  had  juat  reason  to  expect  security 
and  quiet  at  home,  and  assistance  against  his 
enemies  abroad ;  yet  ye  and  a  party  of  seditious 
persons,  retaining  ancl  penisting  in  your  invet- 
crate  disloyalty  uid  disaffection  to  his  msjeaty's 
government  and  laws,  did  take  advantage  and 
opportunity  of  the  time,  when  his  mi^esty  was 
engaged  in  a  chaiseable  and  bloody  war  with 
divers  his  neighbour  princes  and  states,  being 
jealous  of  and  envying  his  mi^esty's  greatness 
and  prosperity,  and  the  happiness  of  these 
kingdoms  under  his  miyesty's  government,  and 
having  contrived  and  prcyected  a  most  horrid 
insurrection  and  rebellion,  tending  to  involve 
again  his  mi^ty*s  kingdoms  in  luood  and  con- 
fuMi<Hi,  and  to  encourage  and  strengthen  his 
enemies,  did  rise,  convene,  and  assemble  j'onr-  ; 
selves  together  in  arms,  and,  upon  the  —  day 
of  November  last,  did  marcJi  to,  and  enter ' 
within  his  majesty's  town  of  Dumfries,  in  an  ! 
hostile  miuiuer,  witli  your  drawu  swords  and 
other  arms,  and  did  beset  the  house  where  Sir '. 
JamcB  Turnnr,  ouc  of  the  officers  of  his  majesty's  [ 
^jtia^  tnu  lodged  for  the  tiaut,  and  did  violently  \ 


seize  upon  the  said  Sir  James  his  person  and 
goods  within  his  lodging,  and  did  detain  and 
carry  him  abont  with  you  captive  and  as  a 
lawful  prisoner  taken  finmi  an  enemy,  mad  did 
search  Im*  and  would  have  taken  the  minister  of 
the  said  town,  if  he  had  not  escaped ;  and  while 
ye  were  in  the  said  town,  ye  and  your  firniyiifw 
did  many  other  acts  of  insolence  and  rebcAliuo, 
and  having  in  manner  foresaid,  openly  avowed 
and  proclaimed  your  rrbdlion,  iu  so  puhlkt  and 
insolent  a  way,  to  the  great  contempt  and  affront 
of  authority,  ye  and  your  complices^  in  pursu- 
ance thereof,  by  yourselvca  and  oUmib  your 
emissaries  and  instruments,  sent  up  and  down 
through  the  country,  of  purpose  to  oe  trumpeti 
of  your  sedition,  did  convocate  hia  ttuyesty's 
people  and  subjects,  and  did  cncleavour  to  sUr 
them  up  and  persuade  them  to  join  in  tlis 
foresaid  rel>ellion,  and  did  seize  upon  the  persons, 
horses,  and  arms,  and  plunder  and  rue  the 
goods  and  houses  of  divers  his  m^eety's  good 
sufagects,  and  in  special  of  faithful  and  Myal 
ministers,  and  by  seditious  semmns,  insinua- 
tions, and  other  pi-aotiocs,  did  ao  flur  prevail 
within  the  stewartry  of  Kirlscudbii|dit,  and 
shire  of  Wigton,  and  shires  of  Ayr,  Xanarli, 
and  other  western  sliires,  the  many  persons 
flocking  and  resorting  to  you,  ye  bad  the  bald- 
ness to  send  a  considerable  party  to  hia  migeaty's 
town  of  Ayr,  and  did  seise  upon  and  take  sll 
the  nrms  were  there,  and  not  oeing  content  to 
proceed  to  the  height  of  rebellion  in  manner 
foresaid,  ye  and  your  compllres  did  presume  to 
ri'giilate  your  monstrous  and  irregular  relieliion, 
in  the  formality  and  frame,  and  under  the  usme 
and  uotiuu  of  an  army,  and  to  form  and  model 
yourselves  in  troops,  oompaniea,  regiments,  and 
to  name  captains  of  foot,  commanders  of  tro(i(», 
and  other  officers,  under  the  command  of  James 
Wallace  of  Achens,  Joseph  Learmont,  and  other 
persons  of  known  disaffection  to  his  majesty 
and  hia  government ;  and  though  his  nu^eUy'd 
lieutenant-eeneral  did  march  speedily  for  rrpre»^ 
ing  the  said  rebellion  and  insurrection,  and  hk 
majesty's  privy  council  did  emit  and  issue  a 
Iiroclamation,  declaring  the  said  Insurrectioo 
to  be  a  manifest  and  horrid  rebellion,  and  high 
treason,  and  commanding  the  said  rebels  to 
desist  and  lay  down  arms  ;  with  certification,  if 
they  should  continue  in  their  rebellion,  they 
should  be  proceeded  ogainst  as  desperate  and 
inc4>rriglble  traitors,  and  dischai^ing  all  his 
msjesty's  sul^ectsto  join,  reset,  supply,  or  inter- 
commune  with  them,  and  commanding  them  to 
rise  and  join  with  his  mijcst/s  lieutenant 
general,  and  the  forces  under  him,  under  the 
pain  of  treason :  yet  ye  and  your  complices  did 
obstinately  continue,  and  march  in  arms  through 
the  country  with  your  modelled  army,  aa  if  you 
had  liecn  an  enemy,  and  in  capacity  to  encounter, 
and  dispute  by  arms  with  your  sovereign  lord 
and  his  forces,  and  did  in  a  warlike  and  hostile 
nuumcr  and  posture,  enter  within  his  mj\jesty1i 
towu  of  louuirl^  and  there  upon  Monday  Uie 
3Gth  of  November  last,  to  palliate  yonr  rebcllfan 
with  the  colour  of  religion,  did  renew  and  take 
the  oalh  of  U\e  toN^iwnV,  and  thence  did  march. 


OF  THE  CHURCH  of  Scotland. 


;  luiiindlcJ  bclbrc  the  jualu'cs  as 
it  was  alleged  for  them,  that  they 
t  be  put  to  the  knowledge  of  an 
lefbre  the  justices,  because  they 
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;  all  almigat  upon,  ami  oppreMing  bis 
nlijactii,  until  ye  had  the  boldneM  and 

to  approach  within  two  milct  of  hb 
dty  of  lilillubargb,  where  his  ai^)eety*s 
m  and  lorda  of  his  mqjestv's  privy 
id  aeMion  were  sitting  for  tne  time ; 
I  quartered  all  night  within  the  parish 
MI9  at  so  near  a  distance  from  the  said 
ad  your  complices,  upon  Wednesday 
rtlie  said  month  of  November  last,  did 
prsenme  to  encounter,  engage,  and 
M^esty*s  army  and  forces,  under  the 

and  conduct  of  his  mi^esty's  iieuten- 
kl,  and  other  officers,  at  Pentland 
I  did  wound  and  kill  in  tlie  said  tight 
%  divers  of  his  mid^^'*  V^^  subjet^ts, 
ill  ve  could  to  destroy  his  majesty's 
U,  by  the  men'y  of  God,  and  conduct 
r  of  his  mi^esty*s  lieutenant-general. 


officers  and  soldiers  under  him, 

limit 
which,  and  one  or  other  0/  the  said 


quiahed,    routed,    and  dlssinated 


,  in 


have  committed  and  incurred  the 
:  pain  of  treason,  and  are  guilty  of 
ion,  actors,  abettors,  and  accessory  to 
vbellion,  and  are  art  and  part  of  the 
I  therefore  yon,  and  ilk  one  of  you, 
Im  exemplarily  ounlshed  with  the  loss 
tan  of  life,  lana,  and  goods,  as  traitors 
J«ty,  to  the  terror  and  example  of 
tonimlt  the  like  hereafter. 

ruatuias, 
Nisbet  of  Dirleton,  knight,  his  mnjex- 


raocua^Toas  in  defskcs. 
Sir  George  Lockhart, 
Sir  George  Mackenzie, 
Mr.  Wilfiam  Maxwell. 
Mr.  WiUiam  Hamilton, 
Mr.  RolMrt  Dickson. 

I  advocate  produced  an  act,  and  ordi- 
hh  majesty's  sfvret  council,  bearing 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
Itr  Jolin  Nisbet  his  majesty's  advocate, 
with  all  diligence  a  process  of  forfeit- 
the  J  ufitioes,  apunst  Thomas  Pnterson 
%  major  John  Marulloch,  John  P^ker, 
ohn  Gordon  of  Knockbrcck,  Robert 
Is  brother,  John  Koss  In  Maurblln, 
da  tenant  to  Sir  Georffe  Maxwell, 
nllton, Captain  Andrew  Arnot,  James 
In  Killlrauir,  and  Christopher  Strang, 
in  Edinburf^h,  for  their  liitp  re1>e]lious 
n  against  his  mafesty.     JSxtr,  by 

Prt.  WEnDCKBuaw. 
red  Sir  George  Lockhart,  Sir  George 
9,  Mr.  William  Maxwell,  Mr.  William 
I  and  Mr.  Robert  Dickson,  advocates, 
eed  an  act  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun- 
it  Edinburgh  the  fourth  of  December 
ranting  power  and  warrant  to  the 
penotis,  to  compear  and  plead  for 
persons  who  are  to  be  impannelled 
Justices,  upon  this  day,  for  rebellion. 

Psr.    WtDDMMBVMN, 


IGGG. 


having  been  modelled  in  an  uniiy, 
and  taken  in  the  field  fighting  us 
soldiers,  they  behoved  to  be  judged  by  the 
military  law,  and  by  that  law  such  as  get 


48&1KA. 

Sir  Alexander  Urquhart  of  Cromarty, 

Sir  Hary  Hume  of  Heidrig, 

Sir  Lawrence  Soot  of  Clerkington, 

Sir  Alexander  ForbM  of  Tolquhoiie, 

John  Hume,  servitiHr  to  the  earl  of  Hume, 

Walter  Forbes  of  Blackton, 

Adam  Hepburn  of  Humbie, 

Alexander  Sandilands,  merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh, 

John  Johnston,  merchant  there, 

William  Hay,  merchant  there, 

Walter  Burn,  merchant  there, 

John  Lyon,  merchant  there, 

John  M'Gill,  merchant  there, 

James  Cowan,  merchant  there, 

George  Graham  of  C«imy. 
Mr.  William  Maxwell  for  the  pannels  allcpa, 
the  ismnels  cannot  pass  to  the  knowledge  ot  an 
ahsize  upon  this  indictment,  nor  no  process 
against  them  upon  this  citation,  because  this 
being  an  indictment  of  treason,  all  chaises  to 
be  given  to  persons  so  indicted,  ought  to  be  by  a 
lyon  herald,  pursuivant  or  moirer,  and  is  so 
ordained  by  act  of  parliament,  James  Vi.  p.  lH, 
cap.  185.  in  anno  l4/9i.  15ut  so  it  is  that  thir 
pannels  are  not  charged  by  heralds,  pursuivants, 
or  macers,  conform  to  the  act,  and  therefore  are 
not  obliged  to  answer.  My  lord  advocate 
answers  to  the  allegance,  that  it  ought  to  be 
repdled,  as  no  ways  relevant,  beitause  the  act  of 
parliament  doth  militate  only  in  the  rase,  when 
an 
d 


ny  person  is  charged  by  letters  of  treason,  to 
eUver  their  houses,  or  do  any  other  thing  under 
the  pain  of  treason,  and  doth  not  militate  in  the 
case  of  dtationa,  and  specially  in  this  case,  where 
the  parties  are  imprisoned ;  and  the  daily  uneou* 
troverted  practick  is  oppoiied,  there  being  noth- 
ing more  ordinary  than  the  person  guilty  of 
crimes,  and  especially  of  treason,  and  being  in 
handa  and  prison  for  the  same,  should  be  brought 
to  trial  witnont  any  other  formality  or  citatioii, 
but  giving  them  a  dittay.  Sir  George  Lockhari, 
for  the  pannels,  replied  that  the  defence  stands 
relevant,  notwithstanding  of  the  answer,  because 
the  act  of  parliament  is  opponed,  which  bears 
the  express  reason  thereof,  to  be  founded  npon 
the  importance  and  weightiness  df  the  crime  of 
treason,  which  Mually  militates,  whether  the 
parties  accused  of  such  crimes  be  in  prison,  yea 
or  not;  and  practice  and  custom  has  cleared  thH 
sense  of  the  said  act  of  parliament :  for  it  is 
notour  and  known,  that  all  IndictmenU  of 
treason,  before  the  last  act  of  itarllament,  given 
to  parties  accused  thereof,  albeit  in  prison,  yet 
was  done  by  heralds  and  pursuivaiita,  as  being 
the  solemnity  required  by  the  said  act;  and 
there  is  no  warrant  from  the  act  of  parliament, 
to  restriet  It  to  the  case  of  charging  for  delivery 
of  houses,  or  the  like.  Sir  George  Mackenaie, 
fbr  the  pannel%  says  further,  tiiat  the  defence 
stands  relevant,  notwithstanding  of  the  answer, 
seeing  an  indictment  Is  a  summons  and  citation  ; 
and  the  act  of  parliament  is  opponed,  declaring, 
that  if  any  other  execatkm  of  trfuwnv  iba\V  Nm 
otherwise  ezeeated,  th«  Mme  ilraiW  \ia  iv>]3l\\  axv4 
the  particle  any,  comprdMiida  liili  ia4  l\MKfoc% 
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quarter  lecured  therein  far  their 
liTee,  and  cannot  be  hereafter  quarroUed. 


f  DOOK  H. 

DO  quarter  but  where  there  is  a  beUttm  jits' 
ium^  ami  it  is  not  the  number  nor  form  of 
the  army,  but  the  cause  that  makes  beiium 


To  which  it  was  replied,  that  there  can  be  justum ;  and  public  insurrections  of  subjects 


the  act  it  conoeiv«d  in  the  aame  terms,  aa  if  it 
ImuI  taid  expre«]f ,  tbst  all  executions  of  treason, 
not  executed  in  manner  foresaid,  shall  be  null : 
and  Slcene  does  explain  the  same  in  manner 
foresaid ;  neither  can  the  act  of  parliament  be 
nastricted  to  executions  aneut  delivering  of 
lious<>s,  seeing,  after  that  part  of  the  act  is 
fiuished,  this  Mf  ins  with  a  new  distinction  and 
iitm.  My  lord  advocate  replies,  The  former 
answer,  and  act  of  parliament  opponed,  being 
clear  and  express  ancnt  charges  and  executions 
under  the  pain  of  treason ;  whereas  the  dittay 
and  charge  given  to  the  pannels,  liears  no  certi- 
Aration  that  they  should  appear  under  the  pain 
of  treason,  and  cannot  he  subsumed,  conform  to 
the  act  of  parliament,  thai  the  execution  in  ques- 
tion in  an  execution  under  the  pain  of  treason  ; 
and  for  the  citation,  the  time  of  the  late  par- 
liament, it  cannot  be  obtruded,  because  such 
solemnity,  if  any  was  uaed  beifore  so  high  a 
judicatory  as  the  parliament,  was  unnecessary  and 
superfluous,  and  auverfima  non  noeeut,  and  cannot 
be  urged  as  a  practick.  Mr.  William  Maxwell, 
for  the  pannsb,  duplies,  That  the  defence  stands 
relevant,  notwithstanding  of  the  replies,  tliat 
whereas  it  is  alleged,  that  the  act  is  only  where 
there  is  a  certification  under  the  pain  of  treason; 
but  this  dituy  bears  no  oertification  of  such  a 
pain :  it  is  answered,  that  the  dittay  concludes 
the  pain  of  treason;  so  that  the  oertification 
and  conclusion  are  idmn  /  and  there  is  no  letters 
for  treason,  or  indictment  for  treason,  hut  the 
pain  and  oertification  is  treason;  and  so  the 
defence  stands  good  from  the  act  of  parliament. 
And  whereas  It  is  allmd,  that  the  citations 
before  the  parliament  by  heralds,  the  parlbunent 
being  so  supreme  a  Judicatory,  was  superfluous ; 
it  is  answered.  The  parliament  being  a  supreme 
Judicatory,  they  might  the  better  dbpense  with 
it,  and  yet  all  these  charges  was  by  lyon-heralds ; 
but  the  justices,  in  their  proceedings,  are  tied  to 
proceed  oonfMU  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

The  justices  repel  the  alkigance  proponed  for 
the  pannela,  In  respect  of  the  reply. 

Sir  George  Loekhart,  for  the  pannels,  alleges^ 
that  the  dittay  cannot  be  put  to  the  knowUxige 
of  an  assise,  whereupon  to  Inforand  conclude 
the  pain  of  death  against  the  pannels,  because, 
always  denying  the  dittay,  yet  albeit  the  pannels 
had  been  aeoessory  to  the  acts  and  deeds  of 
rebellion  libelied;  yet,  as  it  is  acknowledged  by 
the  dittay  itself,  they  did  frame  and  model 
themeelves  In  tlie  notion  of  officers,  rsgiments, 
cnmpunies,  and  were  assaulted  by  his  majesty's 
li«*iitefiunt*f«neral,  and  forces,  who,  by  virtue 
of  hid  capacity  and  oommissioiw  he^  and  all 
oriicrm  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  might, 
and  defaoto  did,  upon  the  taking  and  apprdben- 
sion  ofthK  pannels,  grant  them  (luarter,  whero- 
upon  they  were  tucen,  and  laid  down  their 
anns :  and  which  quarter  being  pttblica  Jidt$, 
and  offered  and  granted  to  the  pannels  in  man- 
ner forrimid,  shoiud  be  inviolably  obser^-ed,  and 
secure  th<>m  ns  to  their  lives.  My  lord  advocate 
answers.  That  the  former  alk^aiice  ought  to  be 
r»*fMf))ei},  09  most  irrelevant,  and  having  no 
antund  aitd  foundation  in  law :  and  as  to  that 


pretence  that  is  ocknowled^^  in  the  ditUy, 
that  the  pannels,  and  their  eompliccs  who 
joined  with  them  in  the  late  rebellion,  did 
model  themselves  in  companies  and  rrgjaanite, 
and  in  an  army ;  it  is  most  absurd  to  inftr  fhn 
that,  which  is  libelled  as  an  helnoas  agnmvatlon 
of  their  presumption  and  rebellion,  that  ikev 
should  have  had  the  boldnces  as  to  put,  or  thioL 
themselves  in  a  capacity  to  dispute  by  am< 
with  their  sovereign  lord  and  mnster,  shonid 
be  a  ground  of  defence  or  extenoatkn.  And  m 
to  that  assertion,  that  the  general,  and  not  only 
he,  but  his  inferior  officers^  and  the  meaasat  of 
his  soldiers,  was  in  a  capacity  to  grant  qnartm, 
and  to  secure  the  lives  m  rebels  and  tniton:  it 
Is  a  most  unwarrantable  and  illegal  amertlev, 
and,  with  all  respect  to  the  gentlenMtt  that 
oppone  the  eame,  it  is  answered,  that  ft  is  an 
allegance  moot  derucative  to  his  iMjcatyls  rsyai 
power  and  prerogative,  who  only  has  power  to 
remit  crimes,  and  in  special  treaaon,  the  greateei 
of  crimes ;  so  that  either  to  assnuiit  or  to  ghc 


and  prostitute  so  high  a  prcrsgatiw,  ta  any 
other  persons,  and  especially  to  oflloeri  and 
common  soldiers,  it  does  reflect  opon  his  royal 
mi^}esty,  unless  It  were  relevantly  allcfad,  that 
his  mi^esty  had,  by  his  eommisslon,  ghren  so 
high  power  expressly  to  his  general  and  aoidien, 
to  remit  and  secure  the  llvsa  of  tialtoi%  which 
cannot  be  foncled,  much  leas  alleged :  and  as  to 
the  point  and  pretence  of  quartan,  and  that 
ipao  facto  thir  persons  being  found  In  arms,  got 
quarters*  and  were  secured  as  to  their  livts, 
even  In  other  cases,  it  is  not  questionable;  and 
thouch,  ex  koneataitt  it  may  be  pretended,  that 
in  heUo  jnsto  the  persons  that  are  taken  upon 
quarter  may  be  spared,  yet,  ex  neetgniatt,  there 
is  no  obligation  to  that  purpose,  except  when  an 
express  capitulation  and  deditiot  and  explicit 
paction  to  that  effect  is  expreet :  but  in  thb  ose. 
it  is  without  all  question,  where  there  Is  not 
htUumjuttuwi,  but  perdudUo^  there  Is  not  ioifei, 
but  prodiions,  thore  is  not  the  leaat  sfaadisw  sf 
pretence  for  the  plea  of  quarter^  except  hie 
nujicsty  had  expressly  empowered  hla  gcnenl 
and  all  under  him,  to  secure  the  lives  oi  rebels 
subdued  by  them.  And  that  we  are  not  In  the 
case  of  balum  Justmm,  which  Is  only  batwixt 
princes  or  states  that  have  no  depenldanee  ons 
upon  another,  and  cannot  debate  and  decide  the 
dmerence  but  by  the  law  of  arms;  and  Mioa  mt 
imitr  pares,  Jumeinaa  in  t^ibdUot.  And  that  in 
this  case  there  is  no  nrra  belH,  either  ^osHranm'HB, 
quarters,  or  such  like ;  seeing,  by  the  oommon 
law,  reti$temtia  subditcrum  b  altogether  forbidden 
as  unlawful;  and  they  are  not  hotttt  but/vrodo- 
aes,  and  by  the  law  of  this  nation,  and  apedally 
the  acta  of  parliament  that  are  cited  In  the 
dittay,  it  is  not  war  or  MUim,  but  trtaaon  in 
the  highest  degree,  for  any  number  of  his 
miyesty's  sul()ecU  to  rise  in  arms,  without 
(though  it  were  not  against)  his  mijeity's 
antbority,  as  in  the  case  of  this  reunion;  so 
that  seeing  we  are  not  in  the  case  of  bettmm,  this 
pretenre  wing  founded  upmi  a  pretended  CeUut% 
juMtum,  is  most  irrelevant,  specfadly,  being  coo- 
I  ildtTcd,  ihax  b\s  ms^eAV«  coundU  in  pnrsuanos 
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gainst  their  prince,  are  rather  sedition  than 
beOmm  ;  and  these  insurrections  being  trea- 
son, none  can  remit  treason  but  the  king, 
snd  therefore  quarter  could  not  be  equmi- 


flf  tbefar  dutr*  for  rqmtdiig  the  nid  rehdlion 
and  trw niiilMi  emittad  aprochunation  foanded 
aaon  th«  eommon  laws,  and  the  lawi  of  the 
kingdam,  dtelaHng  the  nme  to  be  rebellion  and 
high  treuon,  and  command!  the  rabds  to  lay 
dMm  anna;  with  oertiflcaljon,  that  if  thej 
ifafluld  oontlnne  in  anna,  they  should  be  holden 
and  piwseeded  against  aa  deapente  and  incorri- 
gibla  tnltora,  and  should  be  incapable  of  all 
marcy  or  pardon- 

Sir  George  Mackenaie^  for  ibe  pannels, 
alkgaa,  that  the  pannda,  and  soeh  as  appear 
Ibr  them,  (except  Amot,  for  whom  they  io  not 
allage  the  getting  of  quarter,)  do,  with  all  sub- 
aiMon  to  lila  mi^)eaty*8  prerogatiye»  propone 
both  the  foresaid  defence  and  tbla  duply,  intend- 
ing Id  aaaert  his  mi^icaty's  prerogatiTc,  by  shel- 
taring  themaslvea  under  hie  mercy,  and  admow- 
ladging  tliat  liia  power  ia  ao  great,  that  the 
aasancsl  of  his  aoldlen  can  give  quarters;  and, 
without  debating  the  Jnatneas  of  the  war,  wblch 
they  iMva  decUna,  it  is  alleged  for  them,  that 
oapit  ia  Mb,  alietraotingfrom,jwficia  or  imuthm^ 
an  in  ita  latitude  capable  of  quarter,  and  quar* 
tan  btiaa  aiyan  them  by  audbi  aa  are  listed 
aoidiiers,  aota  aecun  them  as  to  their  life,  seeing 
00  into  that  eoldlera  are  oommlashmate  and 
Uataa,  tliay  han  power  for  that  which  la  ueces- 
aarily  InlMnnt  In  their  employment,  and  quarter 
asea  to  Im  valued  jwt  heOi,  wlien  given  oy  iht 
■leansal  aoldier;  for  such  only  use  tojuire 
qyarter,  ginenl  persons  and  superior  ofllcers 
not  being  ordinarily  In  use  to  take  priaoners :  ao 
that  aartng  theae  luui  power  to  sfve  (which  ia 
onlT  here  oootrovertiDle)  when  given.  It  is 
validf  without  debating  the  Justness  of  the  war ; 
for  mtHuf  any  of  the  pannels,  being  then  in 
amio,  aaight  have  disputed  and  deranded  his 
awn  life,  and  might  bare  possibly  reached  the 
lIvoB  of  the  greatcat  that  oppoeed  them,  in 
aoeopting  of  quartern,  and  laying  aside  tbese 
armo^  they  have  In  effect  ransomed  their  own 
lifo,  and  exchanged  It  In  fovoum  of  bis  mijesty 
and  bla  forces,  with  the  lives  of  others :  and 
■any  lawyen  debating  this  suljeet,  call  this  a 
tranaaetion,  and  that  it  should  lie  kept  upon  that 
acoount,  aa  namely,  Grotius  In  his  1  Itn  chap. 
llAh  paxaa.  8d  boolc,  where  he  debates  thia  caae 
lndamiit«ry;  and  CknidiuM  de  Coli€,dejnrB  €t 
priwAmU  mUUttrnt  Paru  Dt  Puteo  de  re  mOUarL 
And  In  reason,  aoldlem,  who  may  defend  their 
oam  IUSb,  are  not  obliaed,  nor  Is  ft  In  use  when 
^uarten  an  offered  them»  to  seek  the  granter's 
cwmnissiim,  seeing  nee  mora  patitur,  nee  est 
cnasea/iiwcaia  natune  adttm,  private  soldiers 
baing  in  use  generally  to  grant  the  same ;  and 
wfaai  la  custmnary  eempcr  inegt,  except  It  l»e 
tfipiessly  forbidd«a,  and  the  prohibition  so 
known  to  the  transgressors  that  they  an  thereby 
pnft  in  aMi2a  fide.  And  the  difference  betwixt 
OMMdb  jmahtm  ef  it^shtm,  lies  not  here,  aeeing 
tha  naeon  of  quarter  la  the  sparing,  in  prudence 
tha  blood  of  the  one  party,  and  conserving,  in 
humanity,  Uiat  of  the  other,  the  one  whereofis  at 
least  common  to  Iwth  MZum  jvtfiPM  et  injvatwm, 
but  the  difference  ie^  thai  In  bdlojtuto  prieaners 
takea  (ibough  without  quMiior)  CMDOOt  he  kilMi 
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lent  to  a  remission;  but  all  the 
efltect  of  quarter  in  this  case  ia  to 
secure  these  who  get  the  samc^  firoin  present 
death.    To  which  it  was  duplied,  that  all 


but  In  injueto  tliey  may,  except  they  have  quar- 
ter, and  that  quarter  ia  given  betwixt  iring  and 
subjects,  when  formed  once  (wliether  justly  or 
unjustly)  in  modelled  armies,  which  Is  offered  to 
be  proven  by  persons  tliat  understand  that  trade, 
to  have  been  actually  allowed  betwixt  the 
Hollanden  and  the  king  of  Spain,  betwixt  the 
prolntant  Rochellen  in  France  and  the  kln^ . 
and  allowed  hjr  his  m^estv**  forces  in  the  hills, 
and  the  rebellious  Engliah,  thoi««h  there  wma 
no  Just  war  amona  those  parties,  upon  the 
mund  foresaid ;  neither  Is  It  debated  that  any 
but  hia  midesty  can  grant  reroisiiona;  but  In 
listed  soldlen  tlieir  alvlng  of  quarten,  his 
mijesty  doth  In  effieot  cive  It :  and  seeinf  neither 
armies  not  soldlen  coiud  subsist  ^tliout  quarter, 
quando  alitpiid  raneedilnr,  omnui  eonceeea  viden- 
tmr.  Mine  quilma  prineipale  roneeMtuM  consieiere 
neouits  and  as  the  council  for  seen  reasons, 
might,  without  express  warrant  from  bis  ma- 
jesty, have  secured,  upon  sulmilsslon,  the  lives  of 
those  priaonera,  ao  micht  much  more  soldiers^ 
whosepraper  trade  and  calling  it  Is.  - 

Sir  George  Lockhart,  for  the  pannels,  ansvrera 
iHirther,  tiutt  tiie  foresaid  reply  for  the  pannels, 
founded  upon  the  ofi\ning  of  quarters,  and  the 
pannels  aoceptina  of  the  same^  stands  relevant, 
and  is  no  way  dided  by  the  fcn'esidd  answer ; 
and  that  there  may  lie  no  mistake  of  what  the 
pannela  and  their  proouraton  plead,  under  the 
terma  and  notion  of  quarten,  it  is  condescended 
that  quarter,  mentioned  in  the  defences,  propon- 
ed and  understood  in  thir  terms,  via.  that  the 
pannela  being  in  arms  and  actual  resistance,  and 
not  in  the  power  of  the  takers,  did  give  up  their 
armsj  and  became  in  the  power  of  the  takers, 
iipon  the  rrantlna  of  quarter,  and  that  quarter 
80  given,  anould  In  hiw  operate  the  aecority  of 
the  Uvea  of  the  peraona  ao  taken,  ie  evident  and 
apparent.  In  ao  for  aa  It  ip  a  tranaaetion  and 
paction,  and  tkke  data  e$t  euceptOj  and  accord- 
ingly fnlfiUed  upon  tlie  part  of  tlioee  who  were 
taken  :  and  In  law,  all  pactions  and  transactions 
being  Juetitim  eommntaiivmf  it  abetracts  and  dors 
not  consider  the  quality  and  merit  of  persons,  but 
the  terms,  aenae,  and  meaning  of  such  pacdona 
and  tranaaetlona.  And  whereas  it  ia  pntanded, 
tlmt  the  granten  of  quartera,  specially  mean 
soldlera,  mid  no  power  to  do  the  same,  as  in- 
trendiing  upon  his  oud^^'ty's  prerogative ;  it  Is 
answered,  that  it  ought  to  be  repelled,  because 
what  his  majesty's  offloen  and  soldlen  did  act, 
consequently  and  suitably  to  the  nature  of  their 
offices,  and  to  the  caereise  of  tlieir  duties,  did 
flow  from,  and  was  vrarranted  by  his  mijesty^s 
authority :  so  tliat  they  ooaht  not  to  be  oontra- 
disthigulshed,  the  authority  of  hb  majestv^s 
offioen  and  aoldlen  being  derived  from  hia 
mi^esty,  as  the  fountain  of  the  same:  but 
specially  in  this  casi*,  where  lint,  liefon  they 
old  enter  In  flght,  there  was  no  discharge  nor 
pnhlbition  as  to  the  granting  of  quarter,  but  on 
the  contrary,  the  lleutenant-generei  and  all  the 
offlcen  being  present,  were  witnesses  to  the 
granting  of  quarter,  and  thereby  the  iaaia'«r«c« 
not  acts  of  simple  soldkns  \iut  acla  wasenxvX^ 
and  authorized  hy  tba  knowMce  «ii^  i2^'mi\c% 
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who  get  quarter  from  any  who  are 

authorized  to  be  soldiers,  arc  by 

that  quarter  secured  against  that  authority 

from  whom  these  soldiers  derive  their  power; 
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and  these  who  get  the  quarter,  ore  not 
to  dispute  whether  these  soldiers  had  a 
Bui&cient  power  to  give  quarter,  or  whether 
beUum  be  juttum  or  injuiiumy  for  that  were 


of  perMDS  having  Bupreme  commands.  And  as 
to  that  part,  that  there  wai  not  belluM  jusittm 
upon  the  part  of  the  pannels  and  their  complices, 
St  it  answered,  that  tne  pannels  do  with  au  sub- 
mission and  humilitv  acknowledge  the  same, 
but  the  consequence  tnat  can  be  inferred  there- 
upon»  is  not  that  quarter  given  should  not  be 
otaerved,  but  that  ouarter  might  have  been 
justly  refused ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  jura 
betti,  which  do  naturally  arise,  without  express 
covenant  and  paction  cannot  be  extended  to 
this  case ;  but  notwithstanding  thereof,  where 
quarter  was  granted  In  manner  foresidd,  it 
cannot  be  so  interpret  in  law  or  reawn,  as  to  be 
a  snare  to  any  who  were  reMistIng  the  power  of 
the  granters,  Justly  or  unjustly :  and  it  Is  a 
common  and  known  distinction  inter  dedito$  tt 
captOM,  the  first  bring  in  the  case  of  a  simple 
surrender,  which  can  Import  no  more  but  at 
most  a  submission  upon  mercy,  but  is  far  other- 
wise in  the  case  of  persons  taken  upon  the 
express  terms  of  granting  and  accepting  quarter ; 
and  that  this  position  is  neither  absurd  nor 
illegal,  nor  destitute  of  the  authority  of  eminent 
lawyers,  and  the  practices  of  most  famous  and 
military  nations,  may  appear  from  the  judicious 
and  learned  Grotlus,  wno  has  writ  ex  inttituio, 
and  most  excellently  upon  the  same  sul^ect, 
-which  he  entitles,  de  fure  belii  etpadt;  and  who 
in  his  ]9th  chap.  Sd  book,  entitled,  de  fde  inter 
hoites,  Gth  parag.  aAer  having  premised  what  does 
import  fiJfMt  which  he  resolves  not  only  to  be 
inferred  from  wrk  and  words,  but  even  from 
sense  known  and  customary,  he  does  expressly 
state  this  question,  Quid  ergo  dieemui  de  tubdiU- 
orum  beliiMi  adtenut  repea  aiiaMq[ue  eummas  pote$- 
tatetf  Where  he  resolves  the  question  upon 
the  former  ground,  that  paction  and  transaction 
do  alMtract  from  the  quality  and  demerit  of 
persons,  that  iUit  etiam  Jlde$  data  Merranda  ctt, 
et  generaliter  fidem  datam  terrandam' etiam  per- 
JiiUt  i  and  the  reason  is  clear,  because  there  Is 
no  apparent  reason  why  the  granters  of  quarters, 
having  interponed  their  faith,  should  violate  the 
same.  And  as  to  that  pretence,  that  none  grant 
quarters  but  these  wno  remit  the  crime  of 
treason,  it  Is  answered,  that  it  Is  humbly  con- 
ceived there  is  a  vast  disparity ;  for  in  the  act  of 
remission  of  either  the  crime  of  treason  or  any 
other,  it  is  nura  obfatio,  and  the  sole  act  of  the 
granter ;  whereas  the  granting  of  quarters  Is  by 
way  of  paction  and  transaction,  in  impftu  et 
furore  heilit  and  in  contemplation  whereof,  the 
iH  rsons,  supposing  themselves  secured  as  to  their 
lives  by  quarter,  became  In  the  power  of  the 
granters  without  resistance.  And  as  to  that 
ground,  that  his  majesty,  by  the  authority  of 
the  lords  of  his  privy  council,  did  emit  a  nrocla- 
mation  declaring,  that  the  convocation  libelled 
was  a  rebellion,  and  that  all  who  were  accessory 
thereto,  if  they  did  not  lay  down  their  arms, 
should  be  incapable  of  mercy ;  it  is  answered 
first,  that  this  proclamation  was  not  intimate  to 
the  pannels,  nor  did  consist  in  their  knowledge ; 
yet  suppose  it  had  been  known,  it  cannot  elide 
iAe  quarter  mnted  to  the  pannels,  because 
nQefriihttMndTng  of  any  Buch  proclamation,  his 


migesty*s  officers  and  soldiers  didgnmt  the  same 
long  after  the  emitting  of  the  prodamatioD ;  and 
the  paimels  were  In  <^ma  Jfde,  finding  his 
mi^esty*a  officers  and  soldiers  wiUing,  who  can- 
not be  supposed  but  to  have  known  nis  m^caty 
and  the  lords  of  his  privy  council,  their  aenae 
and  meaning  of  the  proclamation,  which  behoved 
to  have  restrained  tnem  from  giving  of  quarter  ; 
yet  notwithstanding,  seeing  tM  same  was  grant- 
ed the  pannels  hao  reason  to  believe  that  they 
were  sufficiently  warranted  to  that  effect,  and 
have  rested  upou  their  faith  in  accepting  tba 
same;  and  albeit  by  proclamation  they  wert 
declared  Incapable  of  mercy,  that  neither  in  rea- 
son or  words  can  be  Interpreted  to  the  case  of 
quarter,  which  was  not  an  act  of  simple  mercy, 
but  upon  paction  and  transaction.  Sir  George 
Mackenzie  adds  to  this  former  allmncc^  that 
pactions  betwixt  king  and  subjects,  thou^  they 
cannot  be  forced,  and  it  is  rebellion  in  suljecta 
to  require  them,  yet  being  once  made,  they  not 
only  are  ordinarily  kept  among  all  nations,  but 
his  mi^esty  who  now  reigns,  bavinr  made  with 
the  greatest  of  the  rebels  a  more  diahonoaraUe 
paction,  did  obser\'e  the  same,  viz.  the  parlia- 
ment 1G49,  which  his  mijesly  ordered  to  be 
observed  by  an  express  order. 

My  lord  advocate  answers  and  tripl!e%  Imo^ 
Though  we  were  in  beilo,  as  we  are  not,  and  in 
the  case  of  quarter,  yet  the  allegance  is  no  ways 
relevant  as  it  is  proponed  and  qualified,  and  it  is 
not  condescended,  what  persona  did  give  quar- 
ters to  the  pannels  or  any  of  them,  nor  in  what 
terms ;  and  to  Infer  quarters  and  impunity  from 
the  naked  taking  of  the  pannels,  and  because 
they  are  prisoners,  it  is  without  any  law  or 
reason,  seeing  the  pannels  might  nave  been 
overpowered  and  taken ;  and  It  is  to  be  presum- 
ed, tnat  his  miyesty*s  army  being  more  numerom 
and  victorious,  that  they  were  overpowered  and 
vanquished,  and  that  they  were  not  taken  either 
upon  an  express  or  an  implicit  condition  ar 
capitulation,  and  the  rebels  being  routed,  it 
cannot  be  thought  that  his  majesty's  officers  and 
soldiers,  and  persons  of  such  valour,  would  have 
given  quarters,  upon  account  of  a  pretended 
transaction,  and  In  order  to  their  own  safety, 
and  that  they  would  owe  their  lives  dbhonour- 
ably  to  truitors.  Sdo.  The  former  answer  is 
repeated,  and  It  Is  most  evident,  that  we  are  not 
in  the  case  of  quarters,  and  though,  where  Uiere 
is  belhnn,  and  where  there  is  the  relation  of 
hosteSf  it  mav  be  pretended  that  quarters  oucht 
to  l)eobHorved,  with  abstraction  from  the^nuity 
of  the  difference  of  the  war,  whether  just  or 
unjust,  as  when  war  betwixt  his  majesty  and 
any  his  neighbour  princes  and  estates,  though  it 
be  unjust  upon  the  part  of  these  enemies,  quar- 
ters mav  and  ought  to  be  kept ;  yet  in  this  case 
where  there  is  no  helium  but  rebcUio  etnroditio  et 
lasio  majestatisf  where  there  is  not  notCes  but 
pradoneMf  such  as  all  persons  are,  that  are  in  the 
condition  of  the  pannels,  who  perfidiously  do 
rise  up  against  their  sovereign  lord,  there  can  be 
no  pretence  for  any  privilege  of  jus  M/i  and  of 
quarters :  and  as  to  that  pretence,  that  ^det 
paUica  est  servanda,  Vl  \m  "wVihwaX  i^\  ^MndlW(n« 
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in  eficct  to  destroy  quarter  in  all  cases,  and 
to  make  all  such  as  take  op  arras,  to  be 
desperate  and  irreclaimable,  and  the  power 
of  giving  of  quarter  is  naturally  inherent  in 


that  when  fidn  it  ffiven  by  an  ezprew  treaty, 
not  only  betvreen  nis  mi^lesty  and  anv  other 
stranger,  princes,  or  states,  but  betwixt  his  ma- 
jerty  and  his  soljects,  by  an  act  of  paclflcation 
or  any  other  treaty,  oaght  to  be  obs^ved  rell- 
gionsly ;  bat  we  are  not  in  the  case  where  fide* 
pttbHca  it  given  either  by  his  nujesty,  or  any 
anthorized  by  him,  and  having  express  power  to 
that  pm^ose,  and  that  his  miyesty*s  general,  or 
his  officers  or  soldiers,  has  power  to  grant  any 
sudi./E(&f,  unless  the  commission  were  express  to 
that  porpoae,  Upetilio  prineipii,  and  is  altogether 
denied,  and  that  the  most  that  quarters  can 
import  in  this  case,  though  it  could  be  made  out 
that  qnarters  were  granted,  is,  that  the  general, 
or  his  offioen  and  soldiers,  by  granting  of  quarters 
might  have  secured  them  as  to  that  which  were 
in  their  power,  viz.  that  they  should  not  then 
be  presently  cat  off;  but  that  they  should  have 
■ecured  diem  from  that  which  was  not  in  their 
power,  firom  the  just  stroke  of  Justice,  is  aJto- 
Sether  denied.  And  as  to  the  pretence  of  trans- 
■etlons,  and  the  reasons  and  arguments  adduced 
Tor  the  pannels  to  that  purpose,  if  there  were 
uiy  weight  therein,  the  most  it  could  operate, 
were  to  be  motives  for  malcing  a  law  to  that 
purpose,  that  his  mijesty's  officen,  eo  ipto,  that 
ihey  ara  in  power  to  serve  under  him,  should 
have  power  by  granting  of  quarters,  to  secure 
the  Uvea  of  traitors;  but  there  is  no  such  law; 
■nd  a  general  being  oommiaslonate,  and  having 
goat  to  suppress  rebels^  without  any  hint  to  the 
porpoae  foresaid,  the  defence  being  neither 
rounded  on  the  common  law,  nor  upon  laws  nor 
sets  of  parilament  known  in  this  country,  is 
oBost  Irrelevant,  specially  being  considered  that 
It  is  ao  nndoubted  principle,  that  treason,  being 
>f  so  high  a  nature,  cannot  be  remitted  but  by  an 
immediate  grant  and  remission  of  his  mijesty 
imder  the  great  seal,  or  some  person  having 
soounisaion  under  the  great  seal  expressly.  As 
to  the  authority  from  the  lawyen  mentioned 
in  the  alliance,  they  are  but  the  opinions  of 
private  men,  and  do  not  amount  to  the  authority 
it  a  law,  specially  in  this  kingdom,  there  being 
:Iear  and  express  acts  of  jparliament  and  fuuda- 
mental  laws,  that  Ids  mMe8ty*s  lieges  and  people 
ihoald  be  governed  and  judged  by  his  nugesty's 
laws  allenarly,  and  not  by  the  laws  of  any 
nation,  and  much  less  by  the  simple  opinions 
md  acbool  dictates  of  lawyers :  likeas,  the  said 
mthorltles,  though  they  were  of  any  weight, 
:hey  do  not  meet  nor  quadrate  the  case  in  oucth 
tion.  In  respect  they  are  only  the  case  of  beliumf 
la  said  is,  or  when  there  are  express  and  public 
transactions,  by  treatlea,  edicts,  or  acts  of  amnesty 
md  oblivion.  And  Grotlos,  though  he  might 
M  suspect,  as  being  the  subject  of  an  estate  who 
!iad  shaken  off  the  government  of  their  prince ; 
|ref  he  is  most  clear  In  the  case,  that  there  Is  no 
^um  betwixt  nbditi  and  their  sovereign  lord, 
md  that  retittentia  stibditorwn  Is  vttita  omnijttre, 
md  cannot  pretend  to  the  Jhto  and  r^hts  and 
irlvfleges  of  war,  unless  the  sovereign  authority 
M  pleiwed  to  condescend  so  far,  as  to  capitulate 
•xprcasly  and  treat  with  the  su^ects;  and  it  Is , 
I  most  grmmdleu  pnteace,  that  of  a  tnumetioa  I 
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all  soldiers  as  such:  and  as  the 
council,  without  express  remission 
fW>m  the  king,  upon  submissioD,  might  have 
secured  their  lives^  so  might  soldiers  by 


between  the  general,  or  any  soldien  or  officen 
as  to  the  matter  of  quarters,  steiug  it  cannot  be 
said  that  the  general  had  power  to  transact  by 
an  express  capitulation  betivixt  him  and  tibe 
rebels :  and  it  is  without  all  question,  that  the 
general  could  not  have  secured  the  rebels  of 
this  army,  by  a  transaction  by  himself,  without 
express  warrant  from  his  majesty,  or  fh>m  his 
council ;  and  consequently  seeing  by  a  downright 
and  express  transaction  of  treating,  he  could  not 
secure  traitors,  it  is  gratis  and  without  warrant 
asserted,  that  he,  and  much  less  his  officen  and 
common  soldiers,  could,  by  a  pretended  implicit 
transaction,  secure  and  indemnify  traiton;  and 
it  is  without  an  question,  notwitfaistanding  of  the 
pretences  in  the  contrary,  that  the  general  had 
no  power  to  grant  the  said  security,  if  his  com- 
mission had  related  to  quarters,  as  it  could  not  do 
in  thb  case,  having  to  do  with  rebels  and  traitors, 
and  not  with  an  enemy ;  and  if  his  commission 
had  been  express,  that  he  should  not  have  power 
to  secure  the  rebels  by  quarters,  but  that  they 
ahould  be  altogether  incapable  of  mercy,  no 
person  could  have  the  conifdence  to  assert,  tliat 
be  would  grant  quarten  in  the  case  foresaid; 
and  it  is  dear  that  we  are  in  a  stronger  case, 
seeing  the  general  had  no  such  commission  and 
power  to  grant  quarters;  and  the  council,  by 
their  procUmiation  foresaid,  docs  declare  the 
rebels,  as  said  Is,  incapable  of  pardon;  which 
being  intimate  to  the  general,  and  being  sent  to 
him,  and  Intimate  to  all  persons  concerned,  by 
proclamation,  to  plond  in  pretence  of  ignoroHtia 
or  bonafidet,  b  most  frivolous  and  un warrant- 
able^  seeing  i^punraidiajurit  nemini  prodesse  dd)eti 
and  it  Is  then*  own  fault,  if,  being  engaged  and 
busied  in  their  rebellious  course,  thf y  did  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  said  prodamation, 
being  founded  upon  the  common  law,  and  the 
law  of  the  kingdom;  it  being  a  principle  of  both, 
that  traiton  are  na^t,  and  no  men  in  the  con- 
struction of  law,  as  to  any  benefit  and  capadty 
of  any  pretended  transaction.  And  as  to  the 
instances  from  the  practices  of  Spain,  Holland, 
France,  and  other  kingdomsb  they  do  no  wavs 
quadrate  in  this  case,  the  same  being,  as  said  is, 
ot^blica  edicta,  and  express  treaties  and  trans- 
actions; In  respect  of  all  which  the  defence 
ouirht  to  be  repdJed. 

Mr.  William  Maxwdl  for  the  pannels,  quad- 
rupliei^  That  whereas  it  Is  answered,  that  the 
defence  is  not  definitdy  qualified,  nor  conde- 
scended upon  the  persons  granten  of  quarters, 
and  in  what  manner,  it  is  answered.  That  it . 
shall  be  condescended  upon  in  writ  who  granted 
the  same,  being  listed  soldien  and  officen  under 
the  general ;  and  as  for  the  manner,  the  same 
was  In  usual  form  that  quurten  are  granted,  viz. 
assurance  of  their  lives  from  those  who  granted 
quarters.  Next,  where  it  is  alleged,  that  quar- 
ten cannot  be  presumed  to  have  bcxn  granted, 
his  mijesty^s  army  being  victorious  and  the  other 
party  routed,  who  alleges  to  have  gotten  quartcra. 
it  is  answered,  that  no  supposition  can  be  admit- 
ted  against  a  positive  detenoc,  which  is  offered 
to  be  proven.  As  for  the  tVird,  wVicxeV)  \t  \% 
alleged  there  can  be  no  ^uartexa  a^i&taVutCL  is 
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quarter,  for  they  have  as  much 
power  in  the  field  as  the  others  at 
the  council  table.  Sdly,  Lawyers  are  very 
clear  that  quarters  should  be  kept,  though 


CbOOK  II. 

given  to  subjects  who  are  rebels.  Grotius, 
lib.  iii.  cap.  19.  wheart,  after  he  hath  fully 
treated  that  question  de  Jkb  terwmda,  con- 
dudes,  that  Jideif  dmta  etiam  perfidii  el 


lawfal,  but  where  the  war  is  Just,  which  cannot 
be  in  this  case  between  his  in^esty*s  general  and 
the  rel>elH :   it  is   answered,   that  the  pannels 
oppone  their  former  answer,  and  add  that  the 
question  is  not  here  in  the  lawfulness  of  the 
pannels*  quarrel,  but  whether  or  no  his  m^esty's 
lieutenant-general,  bein?  constitute  as  a  general, 
by  his  commission,  could  give  quarters  or  not ; 
which  the  pannels  maintain  he  had  power  to  do, 
being  his  maiesty*s  lieutenant-general,  by  com- 
mission, neither  needed  any  such  express  power 
be  insert  in  his  commission,  for  givmg  ofquar- 
ters,  because  inerat  in  his  commission,  and  every 
listed  officer  and  soldier  under  him,  he  haTing 
the  said  commission,  the  like  power,  as  any 
other  prince's  general,  and  others  under  him, 
has ;  and  to  hold  the  contrary  it  seems  strange, 
for  it  was  nerer  called  in  question  in  any  natmu 
heretofore,  nor  did  ever  his  mi^esty,  or  his  royal 
father,  call  in  question  the  Quarters  granted  by 
their  general  officers,  or  listed  soldien  under  him 
in  the  fields,  but  esteemed  the  same  ever  sacred, 
to  be  kept  even  unto  these,  who  were  in  a  model 
of  an  army  of  rebellion  In  the  time;  and  if 
quarten  should  not  be  kept,  but  elided  by  a 
secondary  way  of  pannelling  the  persons  recelv- 
ers  of  the  quarters,  it  should  both  intrench  upon 
the  word  of  the  general,  his  commission,  and 
soldiers,  to  whom  hereafter  none  may  give  trust, 
especiallv  in  a  matter  of  so  high  concernment, 
after  their  lives  are  secured  to  them  by  quarters. 
And  as  for  the  allegance,  that  the  general  could 
not  treat  or  assure  them  by  a  public  transaction, 
without  the  consent  of  his  mi^esty  or  bis  coun- 
cil, the  pannels  first  leave  that  to  the  considera- 
tion of  nis  majesty  and  his  secret  council,  if  the 
general  being  clad  with  a  commission  from  his 
majesty,  has  not  power  to  treat,  to  grant  quarters, 
or  receive  any  of  those  who  are  m  rebellion,  to 
peace,  wherein  his  commission  is  ample  and  not 
restrictive :  the  pannels  answer  no  further,  but 
oppone  the  amplitude  of  the  conmiission,  the 
constant  course  observed  by  his  migesty  and  his 
father's  eenerala  of  before,  the  assurance  given 
for  their  lives  by  the  quarter,  and  the  dangerous 
consequence  may  ensue  thereupon.    And  where- 
as it  is  alleged,  that  the  pannels  being  traitors, 
the  quarten  cannot  operate  for  them,  to  exeme 
tliem  from  the  trial,  and  inflicting  the  punish- 
ment conform  to  the  law  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
there  Is  no  law  that  can  warrant  their  rebellion, 
or  exeme  them  from  the  punishment  due  to 
rebels:    it  is  answered,  that  the  case  now  in 
debate  is,  whether  quarten  ^given  to  persons 
modelled  in  an  army  m  the  fields,  if  they  naving 
received  quarters,  there  being  no  law  to  dia- 
charge  their  general  to  give  quarters,  if  they  did 
not  lawfulljr  accept  thereof,  he  lawfuUy  grant 
it;  for  albeit  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  riue  in 
time  of  peace  amongst  all  the  subjects,  but  in 
the  time  of  war,  where  there  are  two  armies  in 
the  fields,  there  the  law  of  arms  takes  place,  and 
the  law  of  nations  whereupon  the  faith  ffiven  in 
quarters  is  founded,  must  be  kept,  and  never 
was  bruken.     And  as  for  the  allegance,  that  if 
the  ffenend  had  been  n>strained  by  the  oommia- 
9ton  to  give  qtiarten,  the  quarters  given  by  him 


could  not  bo  respected,  and  that  it  la  alleged  the 
case  b  alike  here,  there  being  a  procIamaCioD 
emitted  by  the  council,  dedsiing  the  pannels' 
actings  to  be  rebellion,  and  that  uey  were  eom- 
manded  by  the  same,  to  lay  down  their  arms 
within  a  certain  space,  otherwise  to  be  proceeded 
against  as  the  wont  of  rebels  and  traiton^  and 
not  to  have  mercy :  it  is  answered,  Pint,  That 
proclamation  does  no  ways  derogate  to  the  gen- 
eral's commission,  which  remained  aa  absolute 
aa  liefore,  so  long  as  he  remained  In  the  fields; 
nor  does  the  council,  by  the  said  proclamatioD, 
discluirge  him  to  ^ve  quarten,  thereby  to  re- 
trench the  power  M  his  commission.     Seeondly,      i 
The  proclamation  could  not  be  known  to  the 
pannels,  who  could  not  have  acceas  to  the  mar- 
xet  cross  where  the  same  was  to  be  promolgatt^ 
proclamations  at  market  crosses  being  the  ooune 
of  xnaking    known   the  councirs   pleasure  in 
peaceable  times ;  but  the  course  of  war  is,  when 
two  armies  are  in  the  fields,  the  one  aends  a 
trumpet  with  a  nroclamatlon  to  intimate  the 
same.     Thirdly,  They  not  knowing  the  pracla- 
mation  in  the  time  ofthe  conflict,  and  the  pan-     i 
nels  being  required  to  lav  down  arms,  showing 
it  was  the  councirs  will,  and  quarten  being      . 
given  thereupon,  as  they  would  have  had  a  good     ] 
defence,  if  they  had  laid  down  anna  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  proclamation,  if  the  same 
had  come  to  thdr  knowledge ;  so  likewise  in 
this  case,  being  intimate  to  them  the  time  of  the 
quarters,  and  they  having  given  obedience  there- 
to, upon  assurance  of  tndr  Uvea,  ought  not  to 
be  broken  ;  in  respect  whereof  the  defence  stands 
relevant,  notwithstanding  of  the  former  triplf. 
Sir  George  Mackensie,  for  the  pannels,  addi, 
that  the  subject  matter  of  this  debate  is  the  hv 
of  arms,  and  then  being  no  express  positive  law 
to  regulate  the  same,  it  is  offered  to  be  praves, 
by  such  as  undentand  the  law  of  arsssb  that 
quarter  is  allowed  where  subjects  in  aims  rise 
against  their  prince,  though  gi\'en  but  by  private 
soldiers,  except  then  be  an  express  prolubition 
in  the  contrary :  likeaa,  it  is  oflFered  to  be  proven 
by  the  general,   lieutenant-general,  and   other 
officers,  that  in  this  case,  they  either  gave  qaar- 
ter,  or  allowed  the  giving  ot  quarter,  and  that 
honour  being  concerned,  it  is  iM^ied,  that  the 
Justices  will  advise  with  the  council,  by  whose 
commission  they  acted,  and  against  whose  oder 
this  debate  will  infer  he  has  malversed ;  and  it 
Is  not  known  upon  what  account  lie  thought 
himself  authorised  to  give  or  allow  the  giving  of 
quarter,  of  which  he  himself  can  only  clve  an 
account;  and  all  the  liegee  in  the  Datkm  are 
here  concerned,  seeing  in  all  subsequent  and 
supervenient  broils,  every  man,  to  nuke  sun, 
shall  cut  his    neighbours  throat,  so  that  the 
innocent  i^all  have  no  defence  and  rebels  shall 
be  fortified  in  their  courage;    and  necessity, 
which  legitimates  all  other  acta,  in  the  opinion 
of  such  as,  in  furore  belli,  considt  with  nothiu 
but  with  their  safety,  will  obdun  them  much 
mon  than  formerlv,and  of  ordinary  nbda  make 
them   insupportable  traiton  and  nbcls;   and 
that  plaoe  in  the  Kinss,  spoken  of  by  one  of  the 
I  propnela  lo  aV\uf^  ol\scai^,\a'\«x^x«inKfcA>eTed, 
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T&eiiihu  iuMUis,  ett  tervanda.  And  this 
ath  been  observed  in  the  dvil  wars  in 
ioUand  and  France ;  and  by  his  majesty 
ad  his  father  at  home  during  the  late 


wilt  thou  take  the  life  of  those  whom  thou 
ut  takftn  hv  thy  bow  and  sword  ?** 
Mr.  William  Maxwel,  for  the  pannel  John 
hiels  In  Titwood,  alleges,  the  oonduoion  of  the 
ittay  cannot  be  inferred  ngainiit  him,  because  it 
I  oAmd  to  be  proTen,  that  he  was  in  the  army 
rith  his    mijesty*8   general  the  time  of   the 
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troubles.    Sdly,  Quarter  is  advanta-  .^^^ 
geous  to  the  king,  and  so  should  be 
kept ;  for  these  who  are  taken  might  have 
killed  his  majesty's  general  and  officers,  and 


The  said  mi^or  John  M*Culloch  did  confess, 
that  he  joined  with  the  rebeln  at  Ayr,  and  came 
with  them  to  Lanark,  and  there  took  the  cove- 
nant with  them,  and  continued  with  them  in 
arms  and  rebellion,  until  Wednesday  the  day  of 
the  conflict  at  Pentland,  where  he  was  in  arms, 
and  taken  prisoner.  I'he  said  Gavin  Hamilton 
rodamation,  which  coming  to  his  knowledge,  |  did  confess,  that  he  joined  with  the  rebels,  and 
r  he  had  any  arms  then,  he  was  willing  to  lay   came  along  with  tnem,  and  that  he  was  iu 


bam  down,  and  so  have  obeyed  the  proclamation 
y  hte  wiUingnets,  if  he  had  been  in  the  field ; 
» that  If  he  had  been  out  with  the  rest  of  the 
aonek,  he  would  have  had  the  benefit  of  the 
lid  proclamation ;  and  being  then  in  firmance, 
od  prisoner  with  the  general,  and  being  most 
rilling  to  obev  the  proclamation,  the  conclusion 
uinot  be  inmred  against  him:  and  whereas 
Iw  nroclamation,  even  for  these  who  should  give 
bcoicnee  thereto,  the  effect  thereof  to  them  could 
e  €a  eome  to  mercy,  the  pannel  does  humbly 
BBoeiTe,  that  thecoundrs  meaning  was  never  to 
lice  the  lives  of  tliese  who  obeyed  the  nrodama- 
lon,  ■pecially  seeing  the  certification  is  exnrcss, 
hat  to  such  as  are  disobedient,  they  should  be 
rocaeded  against  as  traitors,  withoat  mercy, 
rhiclt  dearly  indudes  mercy  to  the  obedient. 

Mr.  Robert  Dickson,  for  the  pannel  John 
Imb,  repeats  the  whole  former  defences  upon 
he  benefit  of  quarter,  and  repeats  the  last  de- 
eaee  proponed  for  John  Shiels,  and  humbly 
ravca  tlw  benefit  of  his  mijesty*s  proclamation. 

My  lord  advocate  answers  shortly  to  the 
Haganee  for  Shich  and  Ross,  that  the  same 
amta  no  answer,  in  respect  the  sidd  persons 
rtra  taken  as  spies  and  emissaries,  for  giving 
BteUIgance  to  the  rebels,  and  were  prisoners  for 
ha  time,  and  their  arms  being  taken  from  them 
ipoQ  the  occasion  foresaid,  they  could  not  lay 
the  same,  nor  plead  the  benefit  of  the 


along 
M*Clellan  of  Barscob*s  troop,  and  was  m 
at  the  fiaht  of  Peutland,  where  he  was  taken. 
The  said  John  Gordon  did  confess,  he  joined 
with  the  rebels  before  he  came  to  Lanaric, 
where  having  taken  the  covenant  with  them,  ha 
marched  and  came  along  with  them  to  CoUingtoa 
and  Pentland,  on  horseback,  and  In  arms  with 
them  at  the  conflict,  where  the  rebels  were 
defeat.  The  said  Christopher  Strang  did  confess 
that  he  joined  with  the  rebds,  and  was  at  Lan- 
ark with  them,  and  took  the  covenant,  and  came 
alongst  with  them  to  Pentland,  and  was  an 
horseman  in  arms,  with  sword  and  pistols,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Paton,  commander  of 
one  of  the  rebels*  troops,  and  was  in  arms  at  the 
late  conflict.  The  said  Robert  Gordon  did 
confess*  that  he  joined  with  the  rebels  at  Doug- 
las, and  came  along  with  them,  and  had  charga 
as  a  comet  of  a  troop  of  horse,  whereof  — ^ 
Maxwell,  younger  of  Monrlef,  was  captain,  and 
that  he  was  in  arms  with  the  rebels  at  the  lata 
AonflicL  The  said  John  Pkrker  did  confess, 
that  he  joined  In  arms  with  the  rebellious  party 
in  the  west,  and  came  alongst  with  them  to 
Pentlaml,  and  was  there  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Wallace.  The  said  John  Ross 
did  confess,  that  he  joined  with  the  rebels  In 
the  west,  and  that,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  John 
Guthrie,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  party,  ha 
went  along  to  discover  if  the  king^s  forces  were 


vadamation,  eonoeiving  these  who  should  be  in  i  coming  to  Kilmarnock,  being  in  arms,  and 
ma  the  time  of  the  issuing  and  proclaiming ,-  having  pistols  with  him,  and  going  alonpt  with 
ha  sanae,  whatever  tlie  import,  and  benefit,  and  ,  John  Shiels  and  other  persons  to  bring  the  rebels 
xtant  of  the  prodamation  be,  which  the  pur-  j  intdllgence.  The  said  James  Hamilton  did 
oar  neither  doth  nor  is  concerned  to  dispute  in  I  confess,  that  he  joined  with  the  rebels*  party. 


ba  ease  of  the  said  pannels. 

Tha  jnstioe«  repel  the  defence,  duply,  and 
[oadroply  proponed  for  the  pannels,  In  respect 
if  tha  reply  and  triply  proponed  by  his  majesty's 


and  was  with  them  at  Lanark*  where  he  did 
tidce  the  covenant,  and   marched  along  with 
them  in  Barsoob's  troop,  with  sword  and  pistols, 
,    ,  and  came  along  with  them  to  Collington,  and 
d vacate';  asabo  the  delfence  proponed  for  "^hi^s  j  from  thence  to  Pentland,  and  was  there  in  arms 
ad  RcMS,  in  reqiect  of  the  reply ;  and  ordain !  when  the  rebels  were  defeaL     The  said  John 
be  dittay  to  pass  to  the  knowledge  of  an  Inquest.  !  Shiels  did  confess,  that  he  joined  with   the 
The  assixa  lawfully  sworn,  no  olrjection  in ,  rebdlioua  party  In  the  west,  and  that  he  was 
ba  eontrary.  I  employed,  and  did  go,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  John 

My  lord  advocate,  for  proving  tha  dittay, '  Guthne,  and  some  of  the  officers  that  conv. 
iradoces  the  pannels*  confession  made  to  the  manded  that  party,  with  John  Ross  and  other 
orda  of  his  majesty's  privy  coundl  and  a  com-  persons,  as  a  spy  to  see  if  the  kina's  forces  were 
afttae  of  them,  whereof  the  tenor  fdlowM,  via.  coming  to  Kilmarnock,  and  bnng  the  rebels 
rha  said  captain  A  mot  did  confess,  that  he  did  intelligence.  Which  confessions  being  read  to 
oio  with  the  rebcUioas  party  in  the  west,  at  the  pannels,  and  they  particuUrly  and  severally 
%yr,  and  came  alongst  with  them  in  their ,  accused  conform  thereto,  and  having  judicially^ 
nareh  to  this  country,  and  that  he  did  accept  and  in  presence  of  the  assise,  acknowledged  and 
ha  command  of  one  of  their  troops,  and  did  renewed  the  same,  my  lord  advocate  thereupon 
Ids  span  the  head  thereof;  that  he  came  with   took  instruments. 

baaa  to  Lanark,  and  took  the  covenant  with  I     llie  assize,  by  plurality  of  voice,  elect  Sir 
iMaa  thaiv^  and  did  ride  alongat  with  them  to  ,  Alncaniler   Urquhart  cbancdlor.     Tb«  ms&u 
Baihgatf,  CoUiagton,  and  Pentland,  and  was  at '  iinniiimously,  aU  in  one  vo\ca>  Vv  Wia  ns^ott  ot 
he  late  fight  in  arou  with  ith  sivord  drawn,  I  iiir  Alexander   Urquhart  of  l^Tanuutirt  ^^^"^ 
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1666  ^-^  S^v'"fi  quarter  to  his  enemies,  he 
redeemed  his  servants :  and  if  the 
only  effect  of  quarter  were,  to  be  reserved 
to  a  public  trial,  none  would  accept  quar- 
ter. I  think  no  unbiassed  person  can 
read   tills,  but  they  umst  see  how  iuiqui- 


r.hanc«Uor,  fiad  the  persona  impannelleil,  above 
and  Bftemamud,  to  be  K^il^y  i^""  culpable  of  the 
particular  trenaonable  acts  aftennentionedy  con- 
tained in  the  indictment,  vis.  captain  Andrew 
Arnot  to  be  guilty  of  joining  with  the  rebelii  in 
the  weaty  coming  alongst  with  them  in  their 
march,  accepting  the  command  of  one  of  their 
troooH,  and  riding  upon  the  head  thereof,  and 
coming  with  them  to  Lanark,  and  there  taking 
the  covenant  with  them,  and  of  coming  alongtt 
with  them  to  Bathgate,  ('ollington,  and  Pent- 
land,  and  of  being  at  the  Inte  conflict  thm 
in  arms,  with  his  sword  drawn.  The  said 
mnjor  John  M*CuIlocli,  to  be  guilty  of  join- 
ing with  the  rebel!!  in  the  we^t,  and  coming 
witii  them  to  Lanark,  and  taking  the  covenant 
with  them  there,  and  «*ontinuing  with  them  in 
arms  until  Wednesday  the  day  of  the  conflict, 
being  with  them  In  arms  there,  where  he  was 
taken  priiioner.  Gavin  ilamilton  in  Mauldslie, 
to  be  guilty  of  joining  with  the  rebels  In  Uie 
west,  and  coming  alongst  wiUi  tbem  in  arms,  in 
M*CleUan  of  Barscob's  troop,  and  in  being  in 
arms  at  the  fight  of  I'entland,  where  he  was 
taken.  John  Gordon  of  Knockbrerk,  to  be 
guilty  of  Joining  with  the  rebels  before  they 
came  to  Lanark,  where  he  having  taken  the 
covenant  with  them,  he  marched  along  with 
them  to  Collingtou  and  Pentland  on  horseback, 
In  arms  with  the  rebels,  and  being  in  arms  with 
them  at  the  conflict,  where  the  rebels  were 
defeat,  and  he  taken.  Christopher  Strang,  ten- 
ant in  Kilbride,  to  be  guilty  of  joining  with 
the  rebels  in  the  west,  and  being  at  Lanark  with 
them,  where  he  took  the  covenant,  and  coming 
alongst  with  them  from  I^anark  to  Pentbind,  an 
horseman  armed  with  sword  and  pistolH,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Patini,  commander  of 
one  of  the  rebeU*  troops,  and  being  in  arms  at 
the  conflict  at  IVntland,  where  he  was  taken. 
Ilobert  Gordon,  brother  to  John  Gordon  of 
Knockbreck,  to  be  guiity  and  culpable  of  joining 
with  the  rebels  at  Douglas,  and  coming  alongst 
with  them,  having  charge  as  a  comet  of  a  troop 
of  horse,  under  the  rebels,  whereof—  Maxwell, 
younger  of  Monrief,  was  captain,  and  of  being 
m  arms  with  the  rebels  at  the  conflict  at  Pent- 
laud,  where  he  was  taken.  John  Parker,  walker 
at  Kilbride,  to  be  guilty  of  joining  in  arms  with 
the  rebels  in  the  west,  and  coming  alongst  with 
them  to  Pentland,  where  he  was  taken  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Wallace.  John  Rosa 
in  Mauchlin,  to  be  guilty  of  joining  with  the 
rebels  in  the  west,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  John 
Guthrie  and  some  of  the  oflicers  of  that  party, 
and  of  going  along  to  discover  if  the  king^s 
forces  were  coming  to  Kilmarnock,  he  being  In 
arms,  and  having  pistols,  and  going  to  bring 
the  rvhcU  intelligence.  James  I^milton,  tenant 
in  Kittimuir,  to  be  guilty  of  joining  with  the 
rebels  that  rose  in  the  west,  being  with  them  at 
I^nark,  whore  he  took  the  covenant,  and  march- 
ing  along  with  the  rebels  in  Barscob's  troop, 
ir/iA  airord  sad  pistols,  and  coming  alungnt  with 
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tous  the  procedure  against  these  good 
men  was.  These  ten  were  accordingly 
hanged,  December  7th,  and  their  heads  and 
arms  disposed  of  according  to  the  sentence. 
Their  joint  testimony,  and  the  d^ing  speeches 
of  some  of  them,  have  been  more  than  once 


the  rebels  to  Collington  and  Pentland,  and  being 
there  in  arms  with  them  when  they  Wfiv 
defeat.  John  Shiels  in  lltwood,  to  be  guilty  of 
joining  with  the  rebels,  and  of  going,  at  'the 
desire  of  Mr.  John  Guthrie  and  aome  of  their 
offit^em,  to  see  if  the  king's  finnces  were  come  to 
Kilmarnock,  and  to  bring  the  rebda  intdligcurcv 
and  that  conform  to  their  several  ooufeasifms. 

UftQL'UAar. 

My  lord  justice-clerk  and  juatk«-d«putc  decfm 
and  adjudge  the  said  captain  Andnw  AmoC, 
major  John  M*CuIloch,  Gavin  Hamilton  io 
Maulfhlie  in  Carluke  parish,  John  Gordon  of 
Knockbreck,  Christopher  Strang,  tenant  in  Kil- 
bride, Il(»bert  Gordon,  brother  to  John  Gordon 
of  Knockbreck,  John  Parker,  wallM^r  in  Kil- 
bride parish,  John  Itws  in  Mauchlin,  Jamet 
Hamilton,  tenant  in  Kittimuir,  and  John  Shieb 
in  Titwood,  as  being  found  guilty  by  an  amce, 
of  the  treasonable  acts  foresaid,  to  be  taicen  upon 
Friday  the  seventh  day  of  December  instant, 
betwixt  two  and  four  hours  in  the  afkemoon,  to 
the  market-cross  of  Edinbur^  and  there  to  be 
hanged  on  a  gibbet,  till  they  be  dead ;  and  after 
they  are  dead,  their  beads  and  light  arms  to  be 
cut  off,  and  disposed  upon  as  the  lords  of  hii 
mMesty's  privy  council  shall  think  fit;  and  all 
their  lanas,  heritages,  gOf>ds  and  gear,  to  W 
forfeited  and  escheat  to  his  majeaty's  ose,  fiir 
the  treasonable  crimes  foresaid.  Which  was 
pronounced  for  doom,  by  Henry  Monteith 
dempster  of  the  court. 

Followeth  act  of  council  anent  the  disposal  of 
the  heads  and  right  arms  of  the  forementioued 
martyrs. 

JitUnhurph,  the  iUh  of  Dtctmbtr,  1066. 

The  lords  of  his  majesty  s  privy  council  ordain 
the  heads  of  the  perwms  underwritten,  to  be  rut 
fiif  and  affixeil  at  the  places  folkiwing,  vii. 
maj<»r  M-Culloch,  John  Cionloii  of  KnockbrrrlL, 
and  his  brother  Robert's,  at  Kirkcudbright; 
J(»hn  Parker,  Gavin  Ilamilton,  James  Hamil- 
ton, and  Christopher  Strang,  their  headi»  at 
Hamilton;  John  RtMis,  John  Shiels,  at  Kilmar- 
nock ;  and  captain  Aniot*s  head  at  tlie  Water- 
gate :  and  ordain  the  magistrates  of  the  respect- 
ive places,  to  cause  aflix  the  said  heads  accord- 
ingly; and  recommend  to  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh,  to  cause  bury  the  corns  of  ths  said 
persons,  at  such  places  as  they  shall  think  expe- 
dient, and  where  traitors  are  usually  buried. 

Eodem  die.— 'llie  lords  of  his  majewty's  pri  v>- 
oouncil  ordain  the  right  arms  of  nunor  M*CtiU 
loch,  John  Gordon  of  Knockbreck,  and  bin 
brother  Robert's ;  John  l^irker,  walker,  Gavin 
Hamilton,  James  Hamilton,  Christopher  Strang, 
John  Ross  in  Mauchlin,  John  Shiels,  tenant  to 
Sir  George  Maxwell,  and  captain  Arnot,  who 
are  to  be  executed  the  morrow  as  traitors,  to  be 
cut  off,  and  by  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  to 
be  sent  to  the  magistrates  of  Lanark,  which 
they  ordain  them  to  affix  upon  the  pablic  porta 
of  that  town,  being  the  place  where  they  took 
the  covenant. 
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ibliflhed  in  Naphtali,  and  other  prints  that 
"e  not  unoommon,  and  so  they  need  not 
3  inserted  here.  It  will  be  more  worth 
hile,  to  give  the  reader  a  taste  of  the 
irdships  brought  npon  the  frmiiiea  of  some 
r  those  martyrs  for  religion  and  liberty,  by 
le  managers,  after  they  had  done  their 
tmost  to  the  persons  of  those  worthies, 
id  I  shall  only  instance  in  two  of  thenu 
begin  with  major  M'CulIoch,  an  excellent 
sntleman  of  good  parts  and  great  piety, 
le  never  had  freedom  to  conform  to  prelacy^ 
nd  auflered  considerably  for  his  conscien- 
aas  withdrawing  from  the  church.  Before 
'entland  several  soldiers  were  quartered 
pon  him  for  thuty  days ;  and  besides  their 
[iteitunment»  he  had  eight-pence  a  day  to 
ay  each  of  them,  and  was  forced  to  pay 
n  hundred  pounds  of  fine  to  Sir  James 
*unier.  So  good  a  man  as  he  could  not 
•cape  his  share  in  the  fines  imposed  by 
iliddleton's  parliament ;  and  so  in  the  year 
665,  he  pud  the  whole  sum  imposed  on 
iim,  twelve  hundred  merfcs,  and  three  hun- 
Ired  meiks  of  riding  money  to  the  soldiers 
vho  e»aftffd  it.  His  estate  lay  under  for- 
otore  from  Pentland  to  the  revolution. 
^fter  Pentland,  one  Charles  Campbell, 
vithout  any  warrant  seized  a  horse  of  his 
on  William  M'CuUoch,  who  was  not  con* 
•emed  in  the  rising,  worth  eight  pounds 
terling,  and  clothes  and  other  things  near 
o  the  value  of  five  pounds  sterling.  His 
4dest  son  was  seized,  and  kept  in  prison  a 
tiU  year  after  his  fiither^s  execution,  upon 
10  ground  I  can  learn,  but  his  being  major 
ll^OiUoch's  son.  The  major's  lady  was 
lappily  inleft  in  a  part  of  his  lands,  and  she 
md  her  eldest  son  lived  upon  these  till  the 
rear  1681,  when,  upon  noncoinpennincc, 
iicy  were  forfinted,  and  given  to  Queens- 
icrry,  who  put  John  Sharp,  clerk  of  Dum- 
ries,  in  possession  of  them.  Mr.  M*CuUoch, 
he  tme  ofwner  of  them,  was  obliged  to  take 
hem  agein  firom  Sharp,  and  beddes  a  con- 
.ideraUe  yeariy  rent  of  ten  or  twelve  pounds 
tterlin^  be  bad  upwards  of  a  thousand 
nerka  of  cntranceHnoney,  and  other  inci^ 
dental  chuges  to  pay. 

The  other  instaace  I  mention  is,  the 
Fxcellent   family  of  Knodcbreck,  in    the 
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young  gentlemen  at  this  time  eze* 
cuted,  I  have  it  from  persons  yet 
alive  of  thev  acquaintance,  that  they  were 
youths  of  shining  piety,  and  good  learning  and 
parts.  The  harassings  and  losses  of  the  family 
cannot  be  estunate,  they  were  so  frequent 
and  severe.  Besides  the  payment  of  their 
parliamentary  fine,  and  their  common  losses, 
with  others  in  Galloway,  by  Sir  James 
Turner,  in  a  little  time  after  Pentland,  their 
whole  crop  for  that  year  was  seized,  and 
the  household  furniture  disposed  of  and 
destroyed.  Six  soldiers  continued  quartered 
upon  the  house,  from  the  Cth  of  March  to 
tlie  9th  of  July,  which  comes  to  a  great  sum 
besides,  near  four  hundred  pounds  of  cess, 
and  other  impositions,  were  uplifted  from 
them  and  their  tenants.  They  had  their 
share  in  all  the  after  harnssinga  of  the  ooun* 
try;  particulars  would  swell  this  account. 
In  the  year  1684^  captain  Strachan,  with  his 
troop,  came,  and  destroyed  and  took  &way 
the  whole  household-plenishing.  Next  year 
Glenl^'on,  with  near  two  hundred  Highland- 
ers,  came  and  sta^'ed  at  Knockbreck  from 
Tliursday  to  Monday,  and  consumed  and 
took  with  them  all  the  meal  and  malt 
they  found,  and  killed  vast  numbers  of 
ttheep;  and  at  their  departure  broke  the 
glass-windows,  and  carried  off  all  the  horses 
about  the  house,  to  bear  away  the  spoil. 
And  last  of  all,  cruel  Lagg  came  with  a 
company  of  men,  and  carried  ofT  all  within 
the  houses  to  the  very  trenchers  and  spoons, 
and  with  much  difficulty,  was  prevailed  upon 
not  to  bum  the  house.  Any  of  the  remain- 
ing sheep  they  could  not  eat,  Lagg  carried 
with  him,  to  the  number  of  about  fifty, 
besides  many  Mack  cattle.  FVom  these* 
the  reader  may  guess  at  the  severities  used 
to  the  families  and  relations  of  such  who 
were  executed  at  this  time. 

While  the  blood  of  these  first  ten  is  scarce 
cold,  the  advocate  is  ordered  to  intent  o 
process  against  other  five  of  the  prisoners, 
Mr.  Alexander  Robertson,  preacher  of  the 
gospel,  who  was  basely  betrayed  by  the  laird 
of  Morton  his  fiicnd,  to  whom  he  committed 
hunself  upon  promise  of  his  life.  He  points 
at  this  in  his  speech  at  his  death,  and  for- 
gives' him.     John    KcAiion    oC    Coi^slilV^ 


parish  of  Borgue  io  Oalkmajr.     The  two  /  George  Chiwford  in  CiumuocV,  lo\\tv  1a\>^. 
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ifififi  ^^  ^^  Edinbui^,  and  John  Gordon 
*  intheiiarishoflrongray.  And^upon 
December  10th,  the  two  former  judges  find 
them  guilty.  I  do  not  find  they  gave 
themselves  the  trouble  of  hearing  advoeates, 
but  make  short  work,  and  go  upon  their  con- 
fession, and  condemn  them  to  be  hanged  at 
the  Cross  of  Edinbui^h,  on  Friday  the  14th 
of  December ;  which  was  accordingly  done, 
only  John  Lindsay  was  delayed.  Their 
testimonies  are  likewise  printed  in  Naphtali,  j 
and  elsewhere,  so  I  do  not  insert  them,  or 
the  process  about  them,  which  falls  in  with 
the  former.  The  council  being  weary  of 
disposing  heads  and  arms,  order  the  magis- 
trates of  Edinbui^h  to  affix  their  heads  on 
such  ports  of  the  town  as  they  see  fit,  and 
bury  their  bodies  in  the  usual  place.  Sir 
George  Mackenzie's  Vindication,  page  8th, 
very  confidently  says,  ''that  generally  no 
man  was  executed  in  king  Charles's  reign, 
who  would  say,  God  bless  the  king,  or 
acknowledge  his  authority."  The  fidsehood 
of  this  will  appear  from  a  vast  number  of 
instances  in  the  progress  of  this  history. 
I  only  here  ask,  if  any  of  these  persons  now 
executed,  had  the  offer  of  their  life  upon 
that  condition?  If  nut,  as  certainly  they 
had  not,  then  Sir  George's  Vindication  is  a 
very  false  one,  and  a  covering  of  cruelty 
with  a  lie :  for  all  of  them  that  were  put  to  | 
death  on  this  occasion,  did  both  pray  for  \ 
the  king,  and  own  his  authority,  though , 
they  could  not  justify  his  administration. 

The  sufferings  of  one  of  those  worthy 
persons,  John  Neilson  of  Corsack,  in  the 
parish  of  Parton  in  Galloway,  and  those  of 
his  lady  and  children,  are  so  remarkable, 
that  they  deserve  a  room  in  this  collection ; 
and  I  sec  not  where  an  abstract  of  them 
can  be  more  properly  insert  than  here.  Mr. 
Dalgllesh,  the  curate  of  Parton,  had  no 
small  hand  in  this  gentleman's  hardships. 
When  Sir  James  Turner  came  first  into 
Galloway,  Corsack  was  soon  delated  by  the 
curate  for  nonconformity,  and  Sir  James 
exacted  an  hundred  pounds  Scots  from  him, 
and,  contrary  to  promise,  he  was  sent 
prisoner  to  Kirkcudbright,  He  suffered 
very  much  by  quarterings  of  soldiers  upon 
him :  from  the  beginning  of  March  to  the 
end  of  May  tbMt  year,  be  had  troopers 
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lying  on  him,  sometimes  ten,  sometimes  six, 


sometimes  four  at  once,  and  was  forced  to 
pay  each  man  half  a  crown  a  day,  which 
came  to  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds 
Scots,  and  firee  quarters  besides  to  man  and 
horse ;  which,  moderatdy  computing  at  fif« 
teen  pence  a  day,  amounts  to  four  hundred 
and  eight  pounds,  ten  shillings.  Next  year, 
Sir  James  Turner  sent  six  foot  soldiers  to 
quarter  upon  him,  from  March  to  the  middle 
of  June.  These  had  each  of  them  twehre 
pence  a  day,  besides  free  quarters,  which 
amounts  to  seven  hundred  and  fifly-six 
pounds.  By  those  hardships,  Corsack  was 
obliged  to  leave  his  house,  and  wander  up 
and  down ;  and  upon  his  hiding,  he  lost  his 
horse  worth  an  hundred  pounds,  and  was 
seized  himself,  and  imprisoned  for  some 
time.  The  loss  of  his  household  stu^  vic- 
tual, and  moat  part  of  his  sheep,  cannot  be 
well  reckoned.  When  they  had  turned  his 
lady  and  children  to  the  doors,  they  fell 
next  upon  his  tenants,  and  obliged  them  to 
bring  them  in  sheep,  lambs,  meal,  and  malt, 
till  they  were  well  nigh  ruined.  And  last 
of  all,  they  drove  all  his  oxen  and  black 
cattle  to  Glasgow,  and  sold  them.  And  all 
this  for  nothing  else  but  precise  noncoa* 
formity.  Af\er  all  this  oppression,  of  which 
I  have  before  me  an  attested  account,  the 
reader  can  scarce  wonder  that  he  and  many 
others  in  the  like  circumstances,  took  hdd 
on  the  first  opportunity  that  offered  to 
complain  of,  and  relieve  themselves  of  those 
calamities.  When  essaying  this,  he  is  takes 
at  Pentland,  and,  when  a  prisoner  in  Edin« 
burgh  tolbooth.  Sir  James  Turner  used  his 
interest  to  get  his  life  spared,  because  Cor- 
sack, out  of  his  truly  Christian  tempen 
saved  Sir  James,  when  some  were  seeking 
to  take  his  life,  both  at  Dumfiiea  and  afler- 
wards,  though  few  had  felt  more  of  bis 
severity  than  this  gentleman :  Mr.  Dalgliesh 
the  curate,  getting  notice  of  it,  applied  him- 
self to  some  of  the  bishops,  and  acquainted 
them,  Corsack  was  a  ringleader  to  the  fiin* 
atics  in  Galloway,  and  if  he  were  spared,  be 
needed  not  think  of  continuing  in  his  parish, 
and  they  might  spare  them  all.  This  went 
further  than  Sir  James  his  interest  could  go^ 
and  so  he  was  executed. 
Bis  Vsydy  Mn^  in  Edinburgh  after  her 
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dusband's  death,  Maxwell  of  Milton  came 
to  tbe  house  of  Coraack,  with  thirty  men, 
ind  took  away  every  thing  that  was  portable, 
and  destroyed  the  rest,  and  turned  the 
family,  and  a  nurse  with  a  sucking  child,  to 
the  open  fields.  Some  time  after.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Bannantyne  came  and  inventoried  any 
thing  that  was  in  the  house,  seized  that 
fear's  crop,  and  arrested  the  rents  in  the 
tenants'  hands.  One  of  the  tenants,  Arthur 
M'Oachie  in  Glenhead,  with  his  wife  and 
1  young  child,  were  carried  off  prisoners, 
ind  kept  some  weeks,  merely  because  he 
bad  conversed  with  his  master  Ck)rsack, 
before  Pentland,  a  day  or  two  after  he  had 
been  at  Dumfries.  The  same  Sir  William, 
i  little  after,  came,  and  took  lodging  with 
thirty  horse  in  Corsack,  till  the  lady  gave 
bim  a  bond,  with  two  neighbour  gentlemen 
cautioners,  for  three  hundred  merks.  The 
laird  of  Portan,  a  papist,  possessed  himself 
of  a  part  of  Corsack's  lands  contiguous  to 
bis  in  that  parish,  of  about  eighty  pounds 
Scots  yeariy,  and  forced  the  tenant  to  pay 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  rent, 
due  to  Corsack  before  Pentland.  And  fur- 
ther, by  virtue  of  the  forfeiture,  the  said 
popish  gentleman  defrauded  the  lady  Cor- 
lack  of  a  bond  he  had  given  to  her  husband, 
of  four  hundred  and  eight  merks  Scots,  and 
■11  the  interest.  The  said  gentlewoman  had 
■n  her  moveables  seized,  for  her  converse 
with  ber  own  son,  who  had  been  intercom- 
nnined,  and  paid  near  an  hundred  pounds. 
In  the  year  1680,  her  son  ^'as  forfeited, 
merely  for  noncompearance ;  and  in  a  year 
nr  two,  by  Claverhouse's  troop,  and  others, 
ihe  lost  and  expended  on  vexatious  suits, 
upwards  of  four  •  hundred  pounds.  Her 
eldest  son,  for  three  years  was  forced  to 
wander  and  hide  in  Ireland.  In  the  year 
16S4,  she  and  her  second  son  being  cited  to 
I  court  for  not  hearing  the  curate,  her  son 
WHS  imprisoned  for  some  months,  and  fined 
In  two  hundred  merks:  and  still  forward, 
jDtil  the  liberty  1687,  this  excellent  gentle- 
woman was  vexed  with  parties  of  soldiers, 
ind  compearance  before  courts,  which  put 
ier  to  great  trouble,  and  much  charges. 
Phrai  these  well  vouched  accounts,  the 
"eader  will  have  some  view  of  the  hardships 
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wherewith  the  families  of  such  who 
appeared  at  Pentland,  were  dis- 
tressed. 

That  terror  might  be  struck  mto  tbe  west 
country,  while  the  blood  of  the  Lord's 
people  is  running  so  fast  at  Edinburgh,  a 
commission  is  granted  to  the  persons  named 
in  it,  or  any  three  of  them,  with  a  justiciary 
power,  to  try  and  judge  such  who  were  con- 
cerned in  Pentland  rising :  I  have  inserted 
it  below.*     By  virtue  of  this  commission. 


*  CommiuioH  for  jviliciary  at  Glatgow,  Decem- 
ber, 1666. 
Charldt  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  to  all  and  mindry  our  good  and  faithhd 
subjecta,  whom  thene  prewnta  do  or  may  con- 
irern,  greeting:  Forasmeikle  as,  albeit  it  hath 
pleated  Almighty  God,  to  bleta  our  forces  ander 
the  command  and  conduct  of  our  lieutenant- 
general,  with  an  absolute  victory  of  thofe  rebels 
who  did  first  rise  in  arms  at  Dumfries,  and  so 
far  prosecute  these  rebellious  courses,  as  to 
imbody  themselves  in  a  military  posture,  and 
march  through  many  Khirea  for  getting  associates 
and  complices,  and  at  last,  in  open  fields  near 
Pentland  Hills,  did  encounter  our  forces,  and 
endeavour  their  overthrow;  yet  nevertheless  the 
danger  of  that  horrid  rebellion  does  still  continue, 
and,  if  not  timously  prevented,  may  again  break 
out  and  Involve  the  kingdom  in  new  troubles  and 
confusions,  to  the  hazard  of  the  lives  of  many 
of  our  good  subjects,  and  subverting  of  religion 
and  ecclesiastical  government,  and  of  our  author- 
ity and  laws,  there  being  many  desperate  and 
incorrigible  traitors  engi^ed  in  that  rebellion, 
who  did  not  at  first  appear  themselves  in  arms, 
but  have  been  abetters  or  asaisters  thereof,  by 
correspondence,  intercommuuing,  or  givinf[  in- 
telligence, for  carrying  on  their  wicked  designs, 
or  by  resetting  of  their  persons,  have  been  pro- 
moters of  the  said  treasonable  courses ;  as  like- 
wise some  gentlemen,  ministers  and  others  did 
convocate  and  put  themselves  in  arms  in  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  and  there  determine  to  rise,  and 
associate  to  themselves  all  such  who  were  disaf- 
fected to  our  government,  that  they  might  join 
with  these  rebels  who  had  first  risen  In  arms, 
and  hereby  added  such  strength  and  vigour  to 
the  carrying  on  of  that  rcbeUion,  that  they  might 
hare  continued  longer,  and  brought  on  this  our 
kingdom  all  the  miseries  of  an  unhappy  and 
bloody  war,  if  the  defeat  and  overthrow  of  that 
party  at  Pentland  had  not  happened.  There- 
fore, and  for  preventing  these  mi8chiefi^  and 
securing  the  peace  of  our  kingdom,  and  our 
authority  and  government  for  the  future,  we, 
wUh  tbe  advice  of  the  lords  of  our  privy  coun- 
cil, have  nominated  and  appointed  our  right 
trusty  and  well-beloved  counsellors  and  cousins, 
the  lord  duke  Hamilton,  the  lord  marquis  of 
Montrose,  the  earl  of  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Lin- 
lithgow, the  earl  of  Kelly,  the  earl  of  Galloway, 
the  earl  of  Wigton,  the  earl  of  Nithsdale,  the 
carl  of  Dumfries,  the  earl  of  Callender,  the  earl 
of  Airly,  the  earl  of  Annandale,  the  lord  IMont- 
gumrry,  th«  lord  Drumlanrig,  \Vi«  ToiAllev  o\ 
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1666  ^^  Glasgow,  December  17th,  the 
earls  of  Linlithgow  and  Mlgton, 
the  lord  Montgomery,  and  Mungo  Murray, 
constitute  themselves  in  a  court ;  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Gordon,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  is 
chosen  their  clerk.  Sir  William  Pun'cs, 
his  majesty's  solicitor,  indicts  Robert  Bun- 
tine  in  Fenwick  parish,  John  Hart  in  West- 
quarter  in  Glassfbrd  parish,  Robert  Scot  in 
Dalserf  parish,  and  Matthew  Pbton,  shoe- 
maker in  Kewmills.  The  court  finds  them 
guilty  of  rebellion  and  treason,  and  sentences 
them  to  be  hanged  at  Glasgow,  upon  Wed- 
nesday, December  19th.  Their  process 
I  have  not  insert,  as  coinciding,  viutat'u 
mutandis^  with  that  against  those,  who  were 
tried  before  the  justiciary  court  at  Edin- 
bui]gh,  which  the  reader  will  find  in  a 
preceding  note,  see  page  39.  They  were 
accordingly  executed  that  day.  The  men 
were  most  cheerful,  and  had  much  of  a 
sense  of  the  Divine  love  upon  them,  and  a 
great  deal  of  peace  in  their  sufferings.  It 
was  here  that  abominable  practice  was 
l)cgun,  which  turned  afterwards  so  common, 
of  the  soldiers  beating  drums  when   the 


Cocbrui,  general  Dalztel,  lieutenant-general 
Drum  mono,  James  Crichton,  brother  to  the 
eari  of  DumfriPB,  rolon«l  James  Montgomery, 
Charles  Maitland  of  Ilalton,  Muogo  Murray, 
or  any  three  of  them,  giving  them  full  power, 
wammt,  and  authority,  to  go  to  any  shire,  burgh, 
or  place,  where  thi-re  xtbb  any  rising  or  ioaur- 
rectlon,  and  there  to  hold  courtii,  cite  partien, 
and  examine  witnesses,  and  take  all  other  courses 
which  they  think  fit  for  trying  and  diirovering 
all  such  persona  who  were  authors,  aiders,  or 
abetters  of  the  said  rebellion,  and  did  keep 
correspondeni'te,  Intercommune  with,  or  reset 
the  persons  of  any  of  these  rebels,  or  furnished 
them  with  ammunition,  arms,  horses  or  any 
other  things  which  might  supply  or  strengthen 
them  in  the  prosecution  of  their  rebellious 
courses;  with  power  likewise  to  seize  upon 
their  persons,  and  incarcerate  them  till  they  be 
tried,  and  to  search  their  houses  and  other 
suvpcct  places,  and  t(»  enter  the  same  by  force  In 
case  of  resistance,  or  otherwise  to  take  bond  and 
security  tor  their  appeunmce^  whenever  they 
nball  be  railed.  And  for  their  more  speedy  and 
otToctunl  cun'ylng  on  of  this  their  commission, 
with  power  to  divide  themselves  that  they  mav 
go  to  several  places  at  one  time,  and  for  that  end, 
any  one  or  two  of  their  number  to  take  trial, 
<i.*:irch,  and  apprehend  all  persons  suspect  within 
tliuir  nt^wi'al  divikiouN;  and  further,  in  caiie, 
after  examination  and  trial,  there  shall  be  any 
persons  who  shall  appear  guilty  of  the  crimes 
fctresaid,  by  clear  and  undoubted  evidences,  wo 
g) re  fiil)  jtowcr  ant]  coimmtmQti  to  the  person* 
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sufferers  spoke  to  the  spectators  before 
their  death.  Reflections  need  not  be  made 
upon  this  barbarous  uncbristian  practice, 
scarce  any  where  used,  but  by  the  popish 
inquisitors,  and  is  a  plain  evidence  of  an  ill 
cause,  which  cannot  bear  the  light.  The 
{)ersecutors  were  afraid  lest  the  words  of 
these  dying  witnesses  for  truth,  wonld  con- 
firm and  strengthen  honest  people  in  their 
adherence  to,  and  appearance  for  liberty 
and  reformation;  and  I  cannot  say  they 
were  mistaken  in  their  fears,  for  the  Christian 
and  manly  carriage  of  those  noble  sufierers, 
had  a  mighty  influence  upon  multitudes. 
Few,  if  any,  were  terrified  by  their  public 
death,  and  many  were  convinced  of  the 
goodness  of  thdr  cause,  and  fixed  in  their 
resolutions  to  adhere  to  it. 

To  return  again  to  Edinburgh :  upon  the 
18th  of  December,  the  above  named  justice- 
clerk  and  justice-depute,  have  before  them 
Mr.  Hugh  M'Kail,  Thomas  Lennox,  Htmi- 
phrey  Colquhoun,  Ralph  Shield,  clother  in 
A}-r,  William  Pedin,  merchant  there,  John 
Wodrow,  merchant  in  Glasgow,  Robert 
M'Millan,  John   Wilson  in  the  parish  of 


foresaid,  or  any  three  of  them,  which  are  declar- 
ed  to  be  a  full  qntnrvtn,  to  be  our  Justices  In  that 
part,  with  power  to  them  to  meet  at  sQrh 
tiuMfl  and  places  as  they  Umll  think  coDTenlent ; 
and  then  and  there,  to  affix  and  hold  courts, 
create  derkn,  sergeants,  dempsters,  and  all  other 
members  of  court  needful,  to  call  assixcs  of 
persons  of  best  understanding,  absents  to  amer- 
ciate, unlaws  and  amerciaments  to  be  uplifted 
and  exacted ;  and  in  the  said  eourts  to  gmU  the 
whole  persons  guilty  and  suspect  to  be  guilty  of 
the  crimes  foresaid,  and  put  them  to  their  trial, 
and  knowledge  of  an  assize ;  and  aeoordiog  at 
tltey  shall  be  found  innocent  or  guilty  of  the  said 
crimes,  that  they  cause  justice  to  be  done  apt>a 
them  accordingly ;  and  generally  all  and  raiidry 
other  things  requisite  and  necesaary  for  cxeeut- 
ing  the  said  commission,  to  do,  use  and  exerce, 
promitting  to  hold  firm  and  stable ;  command- 
ing hereby  our  advocate  or  his  deputes  to  draw 
their  indictments,  and  pursue  them  before  our 
commiKsioners  foresaid;  and  in  caaft  they  find 
any  difiienlty  in  the  matter  of  probation  or 
evidence,  that  they  secure  the  peraon  until  they 
advertise  the  lords  of  our  pnry  conneil,  that 
they  may  ordain  our  Justice  general  or  hb 
deputes,  to  proceed  a^aiust  them;  and  we  hereby 
require  the  commanders  and  oflSnera  of  our 
forces,  and  all  sheriiTiB,  aaagistrates  of  burgl»,  and 
others,  to  be  assisting  to  our  commissioners,  iu 
prosecution  of  this  our  service,  as  they  will  be 
answerable.  Glren  under  our  signot  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  5th  day  of  December,  16(j6i  and  of 
our  reign  the  eighteenth  year. 
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Kilmaun,  Muogo  Kaipo  in  Evandale.  The 
judges  pronounce  sentence  of  death  upon 
ibem,  and  order  them  to  be  hanged  at  the 
GfOBS  of  Edinburgby  December  22d.  All 
of  them,  mwe  three,  were  executed  that  day ; 
and  moot  part  of  their  speeches  are  already 
more  than  once  published.  Upon  the  21st 
of  DecembeTp  I  find  the  council  supersede 
the  execution  of  the  sentence  of  death  upon 
Robert  M'Millan,  William  Pedin,  Thomas 
Lennox,  and  John  Lindsay,  formerly  repriev- 
ed, till  further  orders.  As  far  as  1  can 
guess^  these  four  got  off  after  some  impri- 
sonment, and  partial  compliances ;  probably 
the  reason  of  this  was  the  king's  letter 
formerly  mentioned,  for  sisUng  execution. 
When  the  rest  are  despatched,  the  council 
order  the  magistrates  to  take  down  the 
gallows  at  the  cross  to-morrow ;  and  dis- 
pense with  the  cutting  off  the  heads  and 
hands  of  such  as  are  to  be  executed.  Now 
all  were  satiate  with  blood  except  the 
prelates,  and  they  were  forced  to  yield. 

Before  those  executions  began,  which  I 
have  put  altogether,  upon  the  4th  of  De- 
cember I  find  the  council  order  Mr.  Hugh 
M'Kail  and  John  Neilson  of  Corsack,  to  be 
tortured  with  the  boots,  a  practice  not 
used  before  in  Scotland,  in  the  memory  of 
any  now  living ;  and  I  doubt  if  it  was  often 
practised  since  the  reformation.  Now  it 
was  brought  in,  and  violently  urged  by  the 
prelates,  and  afterward  fi^ucntly  used,  as 
we  shall  hear.  This,  with  other  inhuman  and 
barbarous  tortures  made  use  of  in  this  period, 
waa  justly  complained  of  at  the  revolution, 
and  abrogated.  What  moved  the  council 
to  pitch  upon  those  two  I  do  not  know. 
Mr.  M'Kail  was  a  >'outh  of  great  sense  and 
leanung,  and  Corsack  a  gentleman  of  excel- 
IcDt  parts,  and  probably  from  them  they 
expected  vast  discoveries.  A  conspiracy 
was  pretended,  and  they  were  to  be  exam- 
ined by  this  torture  in  presence  of  the 
coundl,  and  interrogatories  formed  to  be 
pnt  to  them,  which  I  have  not  seen.  But 
there  was  indeed  no  plot  to  be  found,  and 
tbcir  rising  was  merely  for  self-defence,  and 
unconcerted.  Corsack  was  fearfully  tor- 
mented, so  that  his  shrieks  would  have 
melted  any  body  but  those  present,  who 
•till  called  for  the  other  touch.    Nothing 
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was  recorded,  for  all  they  said  was  .  _^ 
what  they  had  candidly  signified 
before,  that  the  oppression  of  the  country 
had  forced  them  to  rise  in  arms,  and  being 
up,  they  were  obliged  in  self-defence  to  stick 
together.  The  sufferings  of  Mr.  Hugh 
M*Kail  are  so  singular,  that  though  they 
are  printed  in  Naphtali,  yet  being  so  proper 
for  a  history  of  this  nature,  I  would  wiUin^y 
have  insert  them  here  were  they  not  very 
prolix,  and  therefore  must  refer  my  reader 
thither,  for  a  larger  account  of  this  singular 
person. 

No  discoveries  being  made,  or  indeed 
further  to  be  made  from  the  prisoners  at 
Edinburgh,  the  commissioner  Rothes,  now 
come  firom  court,  resolves  upon  a  progress 
through  the  west  and  south,  that  he  might 
be  at  the  bottom  of  an  imaguiar}'  conspiracy 
and  plot,  he  would  fiiin  have  landed  upon 
some  body  or  other.  He  came  first  to 
Glasgow,  and  from  thence  to  the  town  of 
Ayr,  with  a  committee  of  noblemen  and 
others  with  him,  having  a  justiciary  power. 

At  Ayr,  upon  the  24-th  of  December,  the 
earl  of  Kcllic,  lieutenant-general  Druromond, 
Charles  Maitland  of  Hatton,  James  Creigh- 
ton  brother  to  the  earl  of  Dumfiies,  sit 
in  judgment,  and  have  twelve  more  of  the 
prisoners  before  them,  indicted  by  the  soli- 
citor for  treason.  They  are  found  guilty, 
and  ordered  to  be  executed  at  Ayr,  Imne, 
and  Dumfries ;  and  the  sentence  vras  put  in 
execution  accordingly.  Thursday,  the  27th 
of  December,  was  appointed  for  the  hang- 
ing of  eight  of  them,  James  Smith,  Alexan- 
der M'MiUan,  James  M'Millan,  George 
McCartney,  John  Short,  John  Graham, 
James  Muirfaead,  and  Cornelius  Anderson, 
in  the  town  of  Ayr.  The  hangman  of  that 
town  being  unwilling  to  imbrue  his  hands 
in  the  blood  of  those  good  men,  got  out  of 
the  way,  and  no  other  could  be  found  to 
undertake  this  hateful  work.  The  provost 
not  being  able  to  find  one  for  this  office, 
proposed  this  expedient,  which  was  gone 
into :  That  one  of  the  eight  who  were  con- 
demned should  have  his  life,  if  he  would 
consent  to  become  burrier  to  the  rest;  and 
with  difficulty  enough  Cornelius  Anderson 
is  prevailed  upon.  Wlawi  tVie  mecoL^xoxi 
day  is  come,  the  poor  maxCa  Vvcekil  \»eKv% 
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like  to  fail  him,  the  provost,  to 
secure  all,  took  care  to  make  him 
almost  drunk  with  brandy.  Thus,  with 
much  difficulty,  they  got  their  sentence 
executed.  Other  two  of  them,  James 
Blackwood  and  John  M'Coul,  were  exe- 
cuted at  Irvine  ujion  Monday  December 
last  (31st).  When  Mr.  Alexander  Nisbet, 
minister  there,  visited  them  in  prison,  he 
found  them  i^orant,  and  very  much  dis- 
couraged and  damped  with  the  near  views 
of  death  and  eternity.  After  he  had  be- 
stowed some  pains  upon  them,  and  instructed 
them  in  the  way  of  salvation  by  faith  in 
Christ,  when  the  day  of  execution  came, 
they  died  full  of  joy  and  courage,  to  the 
adrairetion  of  all  who  were  witnesses.  An- 
derson, as  I  am  told,  was  likewise  obliged 
to  hang  them,  and  in  a  few  days  he  himself 
died  in  distraction  and  great  misery. 

The  courage  and  behaviour  of  William 
Sutherland,  hangman  at  Irvine,  a  man  very 
much  master  of  the  scriptures,  and  blameless 
and  pious,  and  the  carriage  of  the  persecu- 
tors to  him,  deserve  a  room  here.  His  own 
declaration,  which  I  am  well  assured  is 
genuine,  and  formed  by  himself,  and  account 
of  his  examination,  will  set  this  matter  in 
its  native  light;  and  therefore,  though  the 
paper  be  rude,  and  in  a  very  homely  dress, 
I  have  insert  it  below .•    This  poor  man. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  [bOOK  II. 

ofler  the  hangman  at  Ayr  fled,  was  by  force 


*  WiUiam  SmtherlamTt  dedaratkm  and  examina" 

tiom. 

The  Mose  of  God*s  goodness,  who  jastifi«>a  the 
ungodly,  and  calls  tbinn  f  hat  are  notp  and  the 
persuasion  of  Christian  friends,  to  whose  cbnrity 
I  was  much  obliged  during  my  Imprisonment 
at  Ayr  for  many  weeks,  moved  me  to  declara  as 
followa: 

I  belnr  come  of  poor  parents  in  Strathnaver, 
(the  wildest  part  of  the  north  Uiffhlands)  who 
were  not  able  to  keep  me,  I  was  hired  with  a 
master  who  sent  mo  to  bring  hack  a  horse  that 
colonel  Morgan's  party  had  taken  from  him ; 
which  party  I  followed  till  the  enemy  fell 
betwixt  me  and  home,  and  being  afraid  to  go 
back,  and  baring  a  desire  to  learn  the  lowland 
tongue,  I  came  alongst  in  a  sad  condition  with 
the  said  party,  till  I  came  to  Spey-side  where  I 
herd«d  cattle  for  a  year  in  the  parish  of  Boharm, 
at  a  place  called  the  New  Kirk ;  from  thence  I 
came  to  the  parish  of  Fyvie  in  Buchan,  where 
I  also  herded  cattle  for  another  year ;  from  that 
place  I  came  to  the  bridjce  of  ^irlinff,  where  I 
followed  the  same  empTo\'ment  a  third  year, 
which  was  the  year  the  king  came  home ;  and 
from  thence  1  came  to  Paislev,  where  afker 
hfrOiag  cattle  a  fourth  yenr,  I  fell  in  extreme 
fmt^  and  that  by  the  reason,  the  master  whom 


brought  from  Irvine  to  that  place,  and 
boldly  stood  out  against  all  the  fidr  and  foul 
means  used  to  bring  him  to  execute  the 
above  named  persons  there.  When  he  had 
been  put  in  the  stocks,  and  endured  all  the 
hardships  he  himself  gives  account  o(  and 
still  persisted  in  his  refusal,  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Drummond  ordered  him  to  be  taken 
out  and  bound  to  a  stake,  and  caused  a  file 
of  musketeers  present  their  pieces,  assuring 
him  he  was  a  dead  man,  if  he  yielded  not 
to  hang  the  condemned  persons.  This 
moved  him  not.  Then  they  covered  his 
face,  and  alter  a  little  the  soldiers  were^ 
ordered  to  run  in  upon  him  with  a  ahouti 
and  all  the  noise  they  could  make.  Thus 
they  resolved  to  make  him  feel  the  fear  of 
death,  though  he  escaped  the  pain  of  it 
And  this  was  his  martyrdom,  which  he 
underwent  with  a  great  deal  of  composure 
and  resolution. 

John  Grier  and  William  Welsh,  the 
remaining  pair  of  those  condemned  at  A>t, 
were  executed  at  Dumfries,  upon  Wednes- 
day  January  2d,  1667.  Thither  the  com- 
missioner with  his  company  came;  and 
after  all  the  pains  he  had  taken  in  this 
perambulation  of  the  country,  to  discover 
a  supposed  plot,  upon  which  the  rvang 
was  alleged  to  have  been  founded,  only 


X  served  beinff  owing  to  one  of  the  haUle% 
called  John  Weres,  the  baiUe  seised  upon  my 
master's  goods,  so  that  he  ran  away,  and  I  lost 
my  fee,  and  was  engaged  by  the  counsel  of  some 
honest  men  from  that  scripture,  **  Safler  not  a 
witch  to  live,"  to  execute  a  witch,  and  to  cleanse 
chimney  heads,  whereby  1  gained  somewhat  for 
livelihood ;  and  having  a  mind  to  learn  to  read, 
1  bought  a  Question  li^k,  hut  finding  the  people 
there  to  scar  at  mv  company,  so  that  none  would 
gi%'e  me  a  lesson,  1  came  from  Paisley  to  Irwin, 
about  five  years  since,  where,  finding  the  people 
more  charitable^  and  to  encourage  me  m  learning, 
1  did  so  aJFect  my  book,  the  people,  and  the  places 
that  without  engagement  1  dki  act  the  part  of  an 
executioner,  when  they  had  any  maleuustors  to 
put  to  death,  and  so  with  much  trouble  I  attained 
to  learn  to  rrad  English,  and  as  I  grew  aoquainted 
with  the  Bible,  I  began  to  scruple  to  execute  any, 
except  I  was  clear  they  deserved  to  die ;  and 
when  the  business  of  being  executioner  to  some 
Southland  men  in  Ayr  came  to  my  door,  the 
scruples  of  my  conscience  grew  upon  my  mmd, 
because  I  bad  heard  they  were  g<raly  men,  who 
had  been  opjpreaned  by  the  bishops,  whom  I 
never  liked  smce  I  loved  the  Bibie ;  therefore 
I  having  a  jealousy  in  my  mind,  that  I  should 
be  trounVed,  Ibidmmimdto  fa  from  the  town 
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learned  tliat  there  waa  nothing  to  be  dis- 
covered. 

Thus  1  have  given  as  full  an  account,  as 
I  could  gather,  of  the  sufferings  unto  death 


•fiter  I  beard  some  sermons ;  it  beings  the  Lords 
dny,  I  haTiiig  come  to  the  kirk,  opened  my  book, 
mid  the  first  pUce  that  came  to  my  eyes,  wrs 
that  scripture  Ileb.  iv.  12.  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  lliis  word  by  the  blessinff  of  the  Lord 
God  blessing  it  to  me,  was  so  strenif theitiiig  and 
rcfreMhinff  to  me,  that  all  the  trouble  in  the 
world  was  not  able  to  quench  it  out  of  my  heart ; 
and  1  having  gone  again  iu  the  afiernoon  to  the 
kirk,  1  ma  taken  out  of  the  kirk  and  brought 
before  the  proTost,  and  I  refnsed  to  go  willingly 
to  Ayr.  'ilie  provost  told  me,  I  would  be  forced 
•gainst  my  will.  I  tokl  him,  one  might  lead  a 
borae  to  tiie  water,  but  twenty-four  would  not 
nsake  bim  drink,  no  more  should  any  make  me 
to  do  tbut  deed ;  whereupon  I  was  put  in  the 
tolbooth  till  Monday  at  night  (where  I  got 
nurh  comfort  reading  the  fourth  chapter  of  the 
•pistle  to  the  Ueb.),  when  a  sei^eaiit  witli  six 
soldiers  came  from  Ayr  to  Irwm  fur  me,  and 
the  proTOst,  to  terrify  me,  brought  me  out  before 
them  ;  and  when  they  saw  it  would  not  do,  then 
I  was  sent  back  agam  to  prison  until  Tuesday 
morning,  then  I  was  constrained  to  go  with  the 
guard  that  came  for  me  from  A  vr.  Thev  oifered 
me  meat  and  drink,  but  I  refused,  and  would 
not  take  it,  but  bought  a  farthel  of  bread  and  a 
mutchkln  of  ale ;  and  when  I  came  thither  I 
WHS  brought  bef«Hre  the  provost,  and  notwith- 
standing of  many  promises  by  the  provost,  and 
those  that  were  with  him,  I  refused  to  undertake 
to  execute  the  southland  men,  whereupon  1  was 
presently  committed  to  prison  in  the  tolbooth  ; 
and  the  first  night  1  was  prisoner,  there  was  one 
Mr.  White  a  curate  came  to  me  to  persuade  me 
to  do  any  ofiire  on  the  said  persons,  and  said. 
What  Is  this  you  are  doing?  do  ye  not  know 
that  thir  men  are  guilty  of  rebellion  ?  and  from 
1  Sam.  XV.  told  me  that  the  rebellion  whereof 
these  men  were  guilty  was  as  the  sin  of  witch- 
craft :  to  whom  1  answered,  that  that  rebellion 
waa  SauKs  rebellion  against  the  immediate 
eommand  and  revealed  will  of  God,  and  that 
for  sparing  Agag  and  the  best  of  the  cattle; 
and  waa  as  the  rebellion  spoken  of  the  children 
of  Ismel,  when  they  rebelled  and  refused  to  go 
to  the  land  of  Canaan,  but  would  have  chosen 
captains,  and  have  gone  back  sgaiu  to  Kgypt ; 
and  that  is  like  the  rebellion  spoken  of  by  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  **  AH  day  long  have  I  stretched 
out  my  bands  to  a  stiff-necked,  rebellions  and 
gainnying  people."  I  told  bIm  this  was  not 
rebellion  against  man,  and  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment It  is  called  a  trespass,  and  onr  Lord  said 
to  Peter,  "If  thy  brother  trespass  against 
theo,  forgive  unto  seventy  time^  seven.  So 
I  think,  if  the  Galloway'  men  should  trespass 
twenty  times,  it  was  far  fewer  than  seventy 
times  seven,  the  king  should  forgive  them, 
though  It  were  rebellion  against  him,  which  I 
do  ^ny:  remember  what  good  king  David 
did  when  he  fled  from  Absalom,  when  Shim  el 
came  oot  and  cursed  him,  and  cast  earth  and 
stone  at  him,  but  yet  he  foivave  him,  much 
more  I  think  our  king  should  Ibrgii-e  the  Gallo- 
WAV  men,  who  respected  and  prayed  for  him. 
and  wbo^  if  he  were  unooggt  them,  would  not 
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of  these  persons  taken  at  Pentland. 
The  following  persecution  of  the 
rest  who  escaped,  and  of  some  gentlemen 
who  never  joined  them,  by  forfeiture  and 


let  a  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the  ground.  But, 
said  Mr.  White,  David  was  a  prophet  and  a 
merciful  man :  Well,  said  I,  Sir,  will  ye  make 
ill  men  your  example,  and  not  good  men,  what 
divinity  is  that  ?  At  which  he  was  so  ashamed, 
the  soldiers  laughing  at  bim,  that  lie  said  in  bis 
anger.  Away  with  thee,  the  devil  is  in  thee, 
and  thou  hast  dealing  with  familiar  spirits.  1 
answered.  If  the  devil  be  in  me,  he  is  an 
unnatural  devil,  for  if  he  were  like  the  rest  of 
dcvilN,  he  would  bid  me  take  as  roanv  lives  as  I 
could,  that  he  might  ^et  many  souU;  but  the 
spirit  that  is  in  me  will  not  suffer  me  to  take 
giwd  men's  lives.  Then  Mr.  White  left  me^ 
and  a  number  of  cursed  blaspheming  soldiers 
came  about  me,  and  brought  me  Wfore  the 
general  and  lieutenant-general,  my  lord  Kellie, 
mv  lord  provoet,  and  several  other  gentlemen, 
where  they  were  met  together  in  a  lodging  in 
the  town  :  some  of  them  boasted  me,  and  some 
of  them  scorned  m^  and  some  of  them  said,  I 
would  go  to  the  devil  with  the  rest  of  the  country 
folk.  Others  asked  me.  If  I  were  a  covenanter, 
he  must  be  a  covenanter.  1  said  though  1  was 
no  covenanter,  yet  I  had  rvspect  to  it  for  his 
sake  by  whom  it  was  named,  and  who  had  in 
bis  w<»rd  threatened  to  send  a  sword  to  avenge 
the  quarrel  of  his  covenant ;  and  1  said,  what  a 
covenant  will  ye  give  us?  If  ye  take  away  the 
covenant  of  God,  ye  will  give  us  the  covenant  of 
the  devil,  for  there  is  but  two  covenants,  a  good 
one  and  a  bad  one.  Then  they  called  for  the 
boots  to  put  me  in  ;  and  1  said,  Bring  the  boots 
and  the  spurs  too,  you  shall  not  prevaiL  Then 
they  were  angry,  and  said.  The  rogue  scorns  us, 
and  thinks  no  belter  than  to  do  so.  Then  they 
mentioned  that  a  cruse  full  of  hot  lead  should  m 
I>oured  on  my  bands,  and  while  the  lead  was 
melting,  they  went  aside  and  spake  I^tin,  as  I 
thought,  among  themselves,  and  when  they  had 
done,  they  brought  the  lead  to  pour  it  on  my 
hands,  and  I  was  willing  to  receive  it  rather 
than  to  obey;  then  they  were  astonished,  and 
bail  put  it  on  the  fire  again  until  they  should  get 
more  speech  out  of  me.  Then  my  lord  Kellie 
came  unto  me,  and  flattering  me,  said.  Poor 
man,  I  beard  they  wronged  thee,  and  broiif^bt 
thee  out  of  the  kirk  on  the  Sabbath-day  betwixt 
the  preachings,  they  might  have  let  thee  heard 
the  sermon,  1  heard  they  put  thee  in  the  tolbooth ; 
who  came  to  see  you  when  you  were  in  the 
prison?  did  not  yoor  minister  Mr.  Alexander 
r<iisbet  come  to  see  von,  nor  any  of  the  honest 
men  of  the  town  ?  1  answered  (as  it  was  true), 
none  came  to  see  me.  He  said,  they  have  been 
very  unkind  ;  did  you  not  see  Mr.  James  Fer- 
gusson  since  we  came  west  ?  I  said  No.  Thru 
said  the  lieutenant-gfneral.  Away  with  him, 
they  have  forbidden  him  to  tell,  and  have  said, 
nothing  shall  ail  bim,  but  he  shall  rue  it  when 
he  shall  be  hanged,  and  castcn  out  to  be  eaten 
of  dogs :  tell  me  quickly,  said  he,  who  leanieil 
you  these  answers,  and  forbade  you  to  tell ;  1 
perceive  yon  have  gotten  a  )>aper  from  some  ol 
these  rcbellioas  people,  and  has  gotten  your 
answers  perquire.  1  said,  Nei  «o,  m^  Vvr^^VAA 
Ood,  that  saiil,  Fear  utA  nben  ^  a\n\\  Nm 
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otherwise,  will  come  in  the  order  of 
time  upon  the  succeeding    years. 
It  is  a  loss  we  have  not  preserved  to  us  a 
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more  particular  account  of  these  excellent 


bronght  before  lungs  and  rulera  for  my  sake, 
it  shall  be  given  you  in  that  hour  what  yuu 
shall  say,  I  will  give  thee  a  mouth,  and  wisdom 
that  thine  adversurles  shall  not  be  able  to  nnaiwer, 
he  makes  his  pnnnise  good  to  me.  Then  a 
number  of  the  gentlemen  said.  Away  with  him, 
the  devil  is  in  him,  he  has  dealing  with  familiar 
spirits.  I  answered  him,  as  I  answered  Mr. 
White  before.  Then  said  the  lieutenant-gene- 
ral, Tell  mic  quickly  who  put  these  words  in  thy 
mouth,  or  you  shall  be  hanged :  to  which  I 
answered,  Lren  he  who  made  Ualaam*s  ass  to 
speak  and  reprove  the  madness  of  the  prophet ; 
uiid  mar\'el  not,  for  he  that  could  make  r  dumb 
ass  to  speak,  can  much  more  make  me  a  reason- 
able creature  to  speak,  it  is  he  that  gave  me 
these  answers,  and  lilcewise  forbids  me  to  do 
this,  it  Is  he  and  no  other.  Then  said  my  lord 
KelUe,  He  thinks  no  better  sport  than  to  bring 
srripture  as  he  would  confound  us  with  it,  but 
you  shall  rue  it  when  you  are  going  to  be  hanged. 
1  answered.  If  this  confound  you,  ye  shall  be 
better  confounded  yet,  read  ye  never  that 
chapter,  1  Cor.  i.  26 — 29?  <*How  not  many 
wise  men  after  the  flesh,  not  many  mighty,  not 
many  noble  are  called,  but  God  huth  chosen  the 
foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the 
things  that  are  mighty ;  and  base  things  of  the 
world,  and  things  that  arc  despised  hath  God 
chosen,  and  thuigs  that  are  not,  to  bring  to 
nought  the  things  that  are,  that  do  flesh  should 

flory  in  his  presenre.**  Tlien  said  my  lord 
Celfie,  Take  the  devil  out  of  my  sight,  and  put 
him  in  the  narrowest  place  of  the  stocks.  The 
provost  of  Ayr,  when  he  saw  me  altogether 
refusing,  he  rounded  in  mv  lug,  What  are  vou 
afraid  of  the  country  folk,  t  sliuU  give  you  ^fty 
dollars,  and  you  may  go  to  the  Highlands,  or 
where  yon  please.  1  answered  him,  speaking 
out  loud  that  all  might  hear.  What,  would  you 
have  me  sell  my  conscience^  where  can  I  flee 
from  God?  remember  Jonas  fled  from  God, 
but  the  I^rd  found  him  out,  and  duckisl  him 
over  the  lugs,  so  shall  he  me,  if  I  go  over  the 
light  of  my  conscience.  Then  I  was  taken 
away  and  nut  in  the  stocks;  then  came  four 
musketeers  before  me  and  charged  their  muskets, 
lighted  their  matches,  the  more  to  terrify  me, 
and  brought  a  cap  for  my  head  ;  but  when  they 
saw  me  open  my  breast  to  rei-eive  the  8hot<«,  and 
that  I  was  willing  to  die,  then  came  one  and 
said,  I^t  him  alone,  he  shall  not  be  shot,  he 
shall  be  hanged  and  drawn  out  of  the  town 
that  dogs  may  eat  him,  for  shots  is  over  good  a 
death  for  him.  While  I  was  thus  in  the  stocks 
I  was  very  thirst v,  and  called  for  a  drink ;  then 
they  intended  to  bring  me  a  drink  of  wine ;  but 
one  of  the  soldiers,  an  Irishman,  that  could 
speak  I^atin,  forbade  me  to  take  of  their  wine; 
as  he  told  me  afterwards,  they  had  a  mind 
rather  to  poison  me,  and  to  give  me  that  which 
would  distrart  me  ;  and  because  I  refused,  they 
threatened  in  their 'anger,  that  whosoever  gave 
me  a  drink  of  water  should  get  the  goadloup  ; 
so  I  lay  until  It  was  dark  night,  and  there 
was  people  that  would  have  given  me  meat  and 
driakt  but  the  noldien  xrould  say  blasphemously, 
come  one  foot    farther  here,    I    shall 
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persons*  carriage,  both  in  prison  and  at  their 
death.  By  the  sliort  hints  I  have  met  with, 
I  persuade  myself  it  would  have  been  very 


useful  and  instructive.     Their  behaviour  all 


rash  my  pike  through  your  soul ;  then  I  said  to 
that  soldier  iliat  was  sentry  over  me,  aiid  sitting 
beside  me,  Give  me  a  chopio  of  water,  and  1 
will  give  you  a  chopin  of  ale  for  it ;  but  Im  said, 
I  dare  not,  you  heard  what  was  threntcned,  but 
if  you  willjgive  me  a  sixpence,  I  will  hasard; 
KO  I  gave  him  a  hix]>enoe,  1  having  half-a-crown 
about  me,  and  thinking  to  die  t»-uMirrow,  I 
thought  A  chopin  of  water  was  better  to  me  than 
all  the  money  in  the  world ;  theu  be  brought 
me  the  chopin  of  water,  and  held  his  cloak 
betwixt  me  and  the  light,  for  fear  the  real  of 
the  soldiers  should  see ;  and  when  I  had  drunk, 
I  was  much  refreshed.  Thereafter  sume  stand, 
iug  by,  said  to  me,  What  needs  you  or  bdv 
others  make  din  about  bishops,  seeing  then  m 
no  other  gospel  pressed  upon  you  but  what  was 
before?  to  whom  I  answered.  Know  to  not 
what  Paul  says,  GaL  i.  6.  **  I  marvel  that  ye 
ara  so  soon  removed  to  another  gospel,  which  is 
not  another;  but  there  are  some  that  trouUe 
you,  and  pervert  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  and  if  any 
man  says  he  brings  another  gospel,  or  perverts 
the  same  g(«pel,  let  him  be  accursed,"  and  con- 
sider to  wliom  that  belongs :  but  what  think  yt 
of  the  bishops,  said  some  ?  I  onswenvl,  that  I 
truly  think  the  bishops  take  more  on  them  than 
Christ,  who  was  a  better  preacher  than  any^  of 
them  ;  for  he  would  not  meddle  with  the  divid- 
ing ihe  inheritance  among  the  brethren;  as 
when  the  young  man  in  the  Gospel  came  to 
Christ,  saying  to  him.  Master,  bid  my  bruthec 
divide  the  inoeritance  with  me,  but  our  Lord 
refused,  saying.  Who  made  me  a  judge?  sccingf 
he  being  a  spiritual  toacher,  refused  to  meddle 
with  civil  law,  why  will  our  bishops  ut  in  par* 
liament,  and  go  In  before  carls?  I  am  informed 
they  sit  and  ride  in  parliament,  and  judge  ia 
worldly  affairs ;  they  have  their  coaches  to  sit 
in,  but  neither  Christ  nor  his  apostles  bad  them; 
they  are  lords  over  God's  heritage,  and  oiv 
Saviour  says  to  his  ministers,  The  princes  of  tiie 
Gentiles  exercise  dominion,  but  it  soall  not  be  so 
among  you,  but  he  that  will  be  greatest  sliaU  be 
servant  of  all.  The  bishops  are  like  the  Scribes 
and  Pharisees  against  whom  the  Lord  pxv- 
nounced  many  a  wo ;  Wo  be  to  you  Scribes  and 
Phari<(ces,  ye  love  the  chief  seats  In  the  ayna^ 
goguos,  BO  love  oiu'  bishops  the  chief  seats  of  the 
parliament ;  Wo  be  to  you  Scribes  and  PhariaeeB^ 
tor  yo  love  to  wear  long  robes,  and  to  be  caJled 
of  men  Kabbi :  the  bisliops  drcure  side  gownsi 
and  a  man  to  bear  up  their  tails  too,  and  they 
think  they  never  get  their  right  style  till  they  be 
called  my  lord,  and  some  of  them  your  grace ; 
you  give  grace  to  a  graceless  face ;  they  oppress 
the  poor  people  to  feed  their  own  bulies,  for 
whii'n  thft  Lord  pn>nounce8  many  a  wo  i^ainst 
them.  Then  said  they,  Timothy  and  Titus  were 
bishops.  I  answered.  They  were  preaching 
bishops,  but  not  bishops  over  whole  dioceses ;  and 
as  the  apostle  says,  I  Tim.  lii.  "  a  bi&hop  should 
be  blameless,  the  husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant, 
sober,  of  eood  behaviour,  given  to  hospitality,  apt 
to  teach ;  so  I  think  a  preaching  bishop  should 
have  but  one  flock,  but  they  will  not  be  content 
with  one  kirk;  and  if  ever>'  bishop  had  aa  many 
1  of  your  wWw  ca  V\e\»AV\TV!^  '^^iVk.  \«QvAd  be  as 
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long  was  With  the  greatest  meekness  and  ;  would  save  their  lives  by  renouncing 
lagnanimity  ;  and  very  much  of  the  spirit '  the  covenants,  and  ttdcing  the  de- 
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r  the   primidve  Christians  runs  through 
lany  of  their  last  speeches.    None  of  them 


claration.     None  of  them  made  any  shifting 
defences  in  their    process,  but  fuirly  and 


t  pleased  with  them  as  I  am.  Remember  ye  not  , 
laC  Bcriptmre,  **  He  that  will  not  work  should 
lit  eat  ?**  The  bishops  must  have  thousands  in  ' 
le  y«ar,  but  they  preach  but  when  they  will,  j 
IwB  they  asked  me,  What  think  you  of  the  ! 
inf  ?  I  swd,  would  yon  have  me  spefUK  treason  ?  ' 
M  king  is  set  over  us  all  by  God,  and  all  his  ' 
iljects  should  pray  for  him,  and  defend  his 
enon  and  government,  and  obey  in  all  things  ! 
wording  to  the  word  of  God  ;  but  I  wish  that 
it  majesty  and  all  kings  may  tiJce  good  heed  to 
im  law  <n  the  LKvrd.  Remember  ye  what 
efdl  Ung  Uzxiah  that  went  into  the  temple  to 
jm  incense,  which  was  not  his  office,  and  the 
rieets  forbade  htm  and  said,  It  shall  not  be 
IT  thy  honoor;  and  the  plague  of  God  broke 
It  upon  him,  and  he  remained  a  leper  all  his  ! 
&ys ;  so  I  think  our  king  should  fear  God*s  | 
idgments  for  breaking  and  changing  the  wor- 
lip  of  Ood.  Remember  ye  not  the  king  of 
ennalem  that  made  a  covenant  witii  the  king 
r  Babylon,  and  the  Lord  owned  it  as  his  cove- 
ant  ;  when  he  broke  it,  be  said  he  should  be 
unhhed,  his  children  were  slain  before  his  eyes, 
id  his  eyes  plucked  out,  and  be  carried 
risoner  to  Babylon,  where  he  died.  Remember 
DO  not  how  Herod  in  the  12th  of  the  Acts, 
'mt  op  to  the  hieh  place  to  make  an  oration, 
nd  the  people  ttda,  It  Is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and 
ot  of  a  man,  and  the  Lord  sent  his  angel  and 
note  him,  and  he  was  eaten  of  worms,  that  he 
led ;  io  I  perceive  there  is  no  difference  before 
rod  between  the  king  and  the  beggar.  Kemem- 
er  that  oovcnant  that  was  between  the  Turk 
nd  the  Christian  king;  the  Christian  brake  the 
>venant,  and  the  Turk  held  up  the  covenant, 
od  aaid,  If  thou  be  a  God  as  the  Christians  say, 
nd  as  we  dnam  thou  art,  revenre  the  quarrel 
r  thy  perfidious  people,  who  hi  their  deeds 
ntj  thee  to  be  God,  and  he  won  the  battle; 
nd  think  ye  not  the  kiiu^  shoold  be  afraid  for 
M  breaking  of  his  hiwfiil  oath?  Then  Mr. 
Vhltm  came  in  and  disguised  himself,  and  put . 
n  a  gray  hat  and  gray  dnthea  that  I  should  not 
new  him,  and  he  sat  down  upon  the  stocks 
eside  me  and  began  to  say,  I  wonder  at  these 
Nintry  folks,  if  they  had  any  other  (gospel 
reached  unto  them,  it  were  something :  then  I 
aswered,  see  what  the  scripture  says.  Gal.  i.  6 
-10.  **  I  marvel  that  ye  are  so  soon  removed  from 
im  that  called  you  into  the  grace  of  Christ 
nto  another  gospel ;  which  is  not  another ;  but 
lere  be  some  that  trouble  you,  and  would  pi^r- 
ert  the  gospel  of  Christ :  but  thoiigli  we  or  an 
Dgel  from  heaven  preach  any  other  gospel  unto 
on  than  that  which  we  have  preached  unto 
on,  let  him  be  accursed ;  for  do  1  now  permude 
len  or  God,  or  do  I  speak  to  please  men  ?  for 
*  I  yet  pleased  men,  I  snould  not  be  the  servant 
f  Christ.*'  Then  said  they,  Have  yon  learned 
oar  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  that  you 
boald  know  these  things?  as  long  nn  better 
:bolan  and  great  men  have  done  It,  what  he^s 
ou  trouble  yourself?  That  is,  said  I,  as  spoken 
I  the  Gospel  of  John,  when  the  Scribes  and  . 
Pharisees  sent  officers  to  take  Chrht,  when  j 
9  apake  that  panb}e^  He  that  bellereth  on  me,  / 


as  the  scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  bhull 
flow  rivers  of  living  wati^r;  then  the  Soril>«>8 
sent  officers  to  take  lilm,  and  when  tlirv  had 
not  taken  him,  they  asked,  Why  havi>  ye  nut 
brought  him  ?  the  omcers  nnswored,  Nt* vi-r  mnii 
spake  as  this  man  ;  then  answenMl  the  nlari^io*^, 
Are  ye  also  deceived?  Have  any  of  the  rulers 
believed  on  him?  but  this  peo]>1tt  who  know  not 
the  law  are  arcunted.  Remeuiber  ye  rittt  what 
our  blesved  Lord  said,  1  tliank  tliee,  ()  Kntber 
of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  hiiitt  liid  tbeiMs 
things  fnim  tlie  wiM  and  prudent,  and  revealed 
them  to  babes.  How  know  ye,  but  the  Lord 
has  revealed  more  to  me  tluui  your  bi«hopH  with 
their  side  tails?  Then  came  tlie  capt^iin  of  tlie 
guard  and  said,  You  may  see  we  are  right  and  they 
are  wrong ;  for  we  have  won  and  they  have  \w»t : 
I  did  then  remember  what  the  siripturo  soitli 
of  John  the  Baptist,  there  was  not  one  greater 
born  among  women,  who  was  the  forerunni-r  <»f 
(!!hrjst,  yet  when  he  had  done  the  work  the 
Lord  sent  him  for,  he  was  bi^heade<l  by  cursed 
Herod;  many  of  you  say  that  IIcro4l  was  right, 
and  John  the  Baptist  wrong.  They  were  not  abh^ 
to  answer  this.  Then  I  said,  When  Cromwell 
took  his  prisoners,  he  neither  headed  them  nor 
hanged  them  as  ye  do ;  theu  they  answered  me, 
Cromwell  had  not  right  nor  law  as  we  have  : 
I  said,  I  will  seek  no  other  words  against  you 
than  that  of  your  own  mouth,  for  ye  say,  that 
Cromwell  had  no  right  nor  law,  yet  he  won 
nrumy  u  battle  against  you,  and  over-ruled  the 
best  of  you  ;  ye  sec  a  wicked  man  may  prnsj>er 
in  an  evil  cause ;  for  your  law,  I  trow,  it  \te 
like  that  cursed  law,  By  our  law  he  must  die, 
and  by  our  law  they  must  die.  Then  came 
some  of  the  soldiers,  and  said,  We  have  heard 
tell  of  some  of  your  countrymen  that  have 
been  hanged  for  stealing  kine  and  hone  and 
sheep,  but  you  are  the  first  we  have  heard  of 
laid  down  his  life  for  religion  :  then  J  answerc<1, 
If  one  that  islMubarous,  or  come  out  of  a  barbar- 
ous place,  has  respect  to  his  conscience,  what 
shall  come  of  you  who  think  yourself  brought 
up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  that  has  no  respect 
to  your  conscience,  what  think  you  shall  become 
of  you  when  you  shall  be  judged  at  the  last  day  ? 
Then  said  they,  Speak  no  more  to  him,  let  him 
alone.  Then  af>er  that  I  heard  that  they  would 
take  no  more  lives;  then  came  some  of  the 
greatest  men  to  me,  and  said,  What  think  you  of 
yourself  now  ?  there  is  a  barrel  with  pikes  made 
to  put  thee  in,  and  roll  thee  up  and  down :  I 
satfl,  I  even  think  of  myself  as  t  did  at  first ;  I 
said  unto  him.  Why  have  you  not  taken  all  their 
lives,  Reeing  they  are  all  alike  guilty?  Then  they 
said.  You  are  more  cruel  than  we  are,  for  we 
have  faiken  but  some  to  be  example  to  others ; 
then  I  Raid,  Wo  be  to  your  example,  f<»r  your 
example  Is  not  according  to  the  word  of  God, 
for  remember  what  the  word  of  God  saith,  The 
son  ithall  not  die  for  the  father,  nor  the  i'alher 
for  the  non,  far  less  hIiouUI  a  man  be  an  example 
to  one  that  is  born  in  P^ngland  or  Ireland.  I 
heard  that  they  were  minded  to  stc&u^lc  m^  m 
prison,  but  they  could  nol  agrc«  umcvw^  \^i»m- 
selves;  they  said,  We  cam\ot  le\V\\ow  v«  i\o\^> 
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Ifififi  ^'^^y  o^i^^  ^hat  they  had  done, 
as  Christiaiis  and  Scotaroen,  for 
the  cause  of  religion  and  liberty.  All 
of  them  owned  the  kingfs  authority,  and 
disclaimed  any  rebellious  designs,  to  set  up 
against  the  government,  and  still  professed 
they  were  craving  no  more,  but  a  redress 
of  the  church  and  kingdom's  grievances  in 
the  only  way  now  left  them.  I  hear,  most, 
if  not  all  of  them,  left  their  written  testi- 
monies behind  them,  and  it  is  pity  any  of 
them  are  lost.  Scarce  the  half  of  them  arc 
in  Naphtali.  Though  some  of  them  had 
lived  long  in  bondage  through  fear  of  death, 
and  others  of  them  had  sore  anguish  of 
body  through  the  wounds  received  at  Pent- 
land,  their  torture,  and  other  pieces  of  ill 
treatment  afterward,  yet  all  of  them  died  in 
grctit  serenity  and  peaceful  hope  of  salva- 
tion. George  Crawford  was  so  pleased  to 
die,  that  he  pressed  to  be  up  the  ladder, 
and,  when  upon  the  top  of  it,  triumphed  in 
Christ.  And  as  they  had  much  solid  peace 
and  comfort  as  to  their  own  eternal  state, 
so  many  of  them  had  a  firm  expectation 
that  God  would  deliver  Scotland  from  the 
bondage  of  bishops,  and  their  influence 
upon  the  heavy  oppressions  the  country 
was  groaning  under. 

A  few  of  them  were  persons  of  learning 
and  great  knowledge.  Major  M'Culloch, 
Corsack,  Mr.  Hugh  M'Kail,  have  been 
spoken  of  already.  When  Knockbreck  imd 
his  brother  were  turned  off  the  ladder,  it  is 
said,  they  clasped  each  other  in  their  arms, 
and  thus  endured  the  pangs  of  death.  The 
most  of  them  were  illiterate  persons,  of  very 
common  education,  and  yet  in  their  dying 
speeches  they  discover  a  greatness  of  soul, 
much  {Hety,  and  good  sense.    Their  friends 


bat  word  will  be  cotten  of  it,  and  tb«n  it  will 
make  ui  more  odkras.  After  I  came  out  of 
prison,  my  lord  Eglinton  sent  for  me,  and 
asked  me  of  thir  passages,  and  he  said  to  me. 
Poor  man,  poor  man,  you  did  well  in  not  doing 
what  they  would  have  had  yoa  to  do:  I  answered 
to  my  k»rd,  You  are  spealang  treason,  yoa  say  I 
have  done  well,  whereas  yoa  persecate  tliem 
from  the  first  to  the  last ;  this  tells  me  in  expoi- 
enoe,  that  you  have  ffooe  against  the  ligbt  of 
your  conscience;  Wo  will  be  to  you  that  co  ajninst 
tile  light  of  yoar  contclenoe.  My  lord  si3d,Know 
you  not  I  kept  you  from  being  hanged,  and  are 
you  telling  me  that?  I  answered,  £^p  mefrom 
drowDiag  too,  1  will  tdl  you  the  verity. 


[book  h. 

who  knew  them  before,  could  not  but 
remark,  it  was  given  them  what  and  how  to 
speak  in  that  hoar.  John  Wodrow,  mer- 
chant in  Glasgow,  in  his  teitimoDy  and 
letter  to  his  wife,  was  observed  to  go  £ir 
beyond  one  of  his  education  and  circum- 
stances ;  and  his  very  style  was  noticed  to 
be  nmch  above  what  it  was  fbrnieriy  known 
to  be.*  Humphrey  Colquhoun,  when  hedied, 
spoke  not  upon  the  scaflbld  and  ladder,  like 
an  ordinary  toWnsman,  but  like  one  in  the 
suburbs  of  heaven ;  related  his  Christian  ex- 
periences, called  for  his  Bible  from  one  of  bis 
friends,  and  laid  it  on  his  wounded  arm,  and 
read  some  most  apposite  passages,  and  spoke 
to  the  admiration  of  all  who  heard  him. 
Unless  it  be  the  first  three  worthies  men- 
tioned in  the  former  book,  never  did  men  in 
Scotland  die  more  lamented  by  the  specta- 
tors, yea,  the  religbus  part  of  the  nation, 
but  most  of  all,  when  Mr.  Hugh  M'Kail 
suffered,  there  was  scarce  ever  seen  so 
much  sorrow  in  on-lookers;  scarce  was 
there  a  dry  cheek  in  the  whole  street,  or 
windows  at  the  cross  of  Edinburg)i.j-    He 


*  This  John  Wodrow,  I  find  from  a  MS. 
history  of  the  family  now  In  my  hands,  was 
ancle  to  the  historian,  though  his  native  modesty 
has  prereuted  him  from  taking  any  notice  of 
the  circumstance.— '.£!(£, 

f  At  the  place  of  ezecntlon,  Mr.  M'Kail 
having  addressed  to  the  people  a  speech  and 
testimony,  which  he  had  previously  written 
and  subsOTibed,  song  part  of  the  81st  Psalm, 
after  which  he  prayea  with  great  nower  and 
fervency.  He  then,  handing  tnm  him  his  hat 
and  cloak,  took  hold  of  the  ladder,  and,  as  he 
went  up,  said,  with  an  audible  volee^  **  I  eaie 
no  more  to  go  np  this  ladder,  and  over  It,  than  if 
I  were  coing  home  to  my  fathcr^s  houses  Friends 
and  fellow  luflTerers,  be  not  afraid,  every  sSsp 
of  this  ladder  is  a  degree  nearer  heawn."  Hav- 
ing seated  himself  on  the  ladder,  he  aid,  •«  I  ds 
partly  believe,  that  the  noUe  oownsallnw  sad 
rulers  of  this  land,  would  have  used  asme  Bhl- 
tation  of  this  punishment,  had  they  sot  bea 
instigated  by  the  preUtcs,  so  that  o«ur  Uaod  Uss 
principally  at  the  prelates*  door,  hot  this  la  mfy 
comfort  now,  I  know  that  my  Redeenssr  ilvelh, 
fro.  And  now  I  do  willinsly  lav  down  say 
life  for  the  truth  and  canseof  God,  tno  covwnsnis 
and  work  of  reformation,  which  wcro  oaoe 
counted  tlie  glory  of  this  nation ;  and  it  is  for 
endeavouring  to  defend  these,  and  to  ntlrpate 
the  bitter  root  of  prelacy,  that  1  eBabraee  this 
rope.**  Hearing  the  people  weep»  ho  continued, 
"  Your  work  is  not  to  weep,  bat  to  pray,  that 
we  may  be  honourably  borne  through,  and  Usai- 
ed  lie  the  Lord  that  sapports  me  now.  As 
I  have  been  liehoiden  to  tbeAnyers  and  kind- 
ness of  many,  since  my  impnaonmsnt  and  aia- 
tcnoe,  10  I  ho{ie  yon  will  not  be  wanting  to  ons 
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nras  a  youth  of  twenty-fiix  years  of  age,   lie  faith  upon,  that  the  nij^ht  after  ._  . 
uoivcrsidly  beloved,  singularly  pious,  of  very  '  the  battle,  and  after  some  of  thc&c 
ooDsiderable  learning.     He  had  seen  the   public  executions,  they  heard  the  voice  of 
world,  and  travelled  some  years  abroad,  and   a  multitude  about  Welston  Mount,  praising 


was  a  very  comely  graceful  person.  I  am 
told  he  used  to  £ut  one  day  every  week, 
ind  had  frequently  before  this  signified  to 
bis  friends,  his  impresuons  of  such  a  death 
IS  he  now  underwent.  His  share  in  the 
rising  was  known  to  be  but  small;  and 
when  he  spoke  of  his  comfort  and  joy  in 
death,  heavy  were  the  groans  of  these 
present. 

Many  remarks  might  have  been  made 
upon  the  process  insert  in  the  appendix,  and 
pleasant  observes  from  the  testunonies  pub- 
lished in  Maphtoli ;  but  this  would  swell  ^lis 
work  very  much.  When  these  good  people 
were  eieqited,  such  who  were  accustomed 
too  much  to  cursii^,  cursed  the  prebtes ; 
■id  such  as  used  to  pray,  prayed  the  guilt 
of  thM  innocent  blood  might  not  be  laid  to 
their  charge,  nor  visited  upon  the  land.  I 
liave  met  with  several  accounts  of  prodigies 
wen  in  the  air  about  this  time;  and  persons 
who  lived  then,  of  good  information,  have 
left  behind  them  a  very  strange  passage,  that 
icvend  people  about  Pittenwecm  made  pub- 


now,  Id  the  lut  step  of  my  journey,  that  I  mmy 
iritiMH  a  good  c^evion:  and  that  ye  may 
kiww  what  tho  ground  of  my  enoouragemoit  in 
Ibto  work  ia,  I  aball  rttd  to  you,  in  the  laat 
:hautcrof  the  Bible,**  which,  having  read,  he  said, 
•^HflR  yon  see  the  glory  that  h  tobe  revealed  on 
Me;  *  a  pun  river  ot  water  of  life,*  &c;  and  here 
irou  see  my  acoeai  to  my  glory  and  reward, 
^  Let  him  that  U  athiret  oome,'  ke. ;  and  here 
fmk  see  my  welcome,  '  llie  Spirit  and  the  bride 
My,  Come.*  Then,  looking  down  the  icaffi»ld,  he 
■M,  **  I  have  one  word  more  to  aay  to  my 
Moda,  Where  an  ye?  ye  need  neither  lament 
Mr  be  nt**— *^^  <^  me  m  this  condition,  fiir  I 
■ahe  naa  of  that  ejqjneuon  of  ChrUt,  *  I  go  to 
fvmr  Father  and  my  Father,  to  your  God  and 
■y  God,*  to  yoor  King  and  my  King,  to  the 
ilaMed  apostke  and  martyn,  and  to  the  city  of 
Jm  living  God,  the  beaivenly  Jenualem,  to  an 
■nimeniblA  company  of  angela,  to  the  general 
■aembly  of  the  Arst-bom,  to  God  the  Judge  of 
01,  to  the  epirlu  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and 
»  Jeans  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant;  and 
I  bid  yon  all  farewell,  for  God  wlU  be  more 
MnfortaUe  to  you  than  I  could  be^  and  he  will 
be  now  more  refreehing  to  me  than  you  can  be. 
Farawell,  farawell  in  the  Lord."  l*he  napkin 
wm  now  pat  upon  hie  face,  but  having  prayed 
Ibr  a  short  ipaee,  he  put  it  up  with  Ida  hand, 
uid  eaid,  he  had  a  word  more  to  my  concerning 
irhat  comrurt  he  hail  In  hia  death,  "  I  hope  you 
pcrcrivc  no  alteration  mr  dlteonngtmeiU  iu  my  \ 


and  singing  psalms  with  the  sweetest  melody 
imaginable:  but  I  am  unwilling  to  insert 
any  thing  here  save  what  is  fiiUy  attested, 
and  leave  those  things  to  be  inquired  into 
by  such  as  shall  write  a  complete  history  of 
these  times. 

It  is  not  my  work  in  this  historical  essay, 
to  insist  upon  a  vindication  of  these  religious 
and  excellent  persons  who  suffered  at  this 
time.  This  hath  been  done  oftener  than  once, 
and  this  rising  hath  been  proven  to  be  no 
rebellion,  but  a  necessary  and  forced  appear- 
once  for  religion,  liberty,  and  property :  and 
yet,  without  ever  attempting  an  answer  to 
what  hath  been  said  in  vindication  of 
these  sufferers^  it  hath  been  the  way  of  the 
prelatic  party  to  run  them  down  as  villains 
and  rebels.  This  was  the  cant  of  the  days 
before  the  late  happy  revolution;  and  no 
great  wonder,  since  the  then  laws  and  gov« 
emors  were  pleased  to  talk  at  this  rate :  but 
thb  treatment,  I  confess,  is  a  little  odd 
since  that  happy  turn,  when  matters  are 
much  altered.    That  Jacobites  and  papists 

countenance  and  carriage,  and,  as  it  may  be  your 
wonder,  so,  I  profeae,  It  is  a  wondpr  to  myself, 
and  I  will  tell  you  the  reaion  of  it.  Bcsidea 
the  Justice  of  my  cause,  this  is  my  comfort, 
what  was  said  of  Xazarus  when  he  died, '  that 
the  angela  did  carry  his  soul  to  Abraham*s 
bosom,'  so  that  as  there  is  a  great  solemnity  here 
of  a  confluence  of  people,  a  acalTold,  a  gidlows,  a 
people  looking  out  at  windows,  so  Uiere  la  a 
greater  and  more  aolemn  nreparation  of  angels, 
to  carry  my  soul  to  Christ  s  bosom. — Again  this 
is  mv  comrort  that  it  Is  to  oome  to  Chrisrs  hand, 
and  he  will  present  it  Idamelees  and  faultlfes  to 
the  Father,  and  then  shall  I  l>e  ever  with  the 
Lord.  And  now  I  leave  off  to  speak  any  more 
to  creaturee,  and  begin  my  intercourse  with 
God,  which  shall  never  be  bixiken  off.  Farewell 
&thcr  and  mother,  frienda  and  relations— fiire- 
wdl  the  world  ai^  all  delights  farewell  meat 
and  drink— fiurewcll  sun,  moon,  and  star»— 
welcome  God  and  Father— welcome  sweet 
Jesna  Christ,  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
— weleome  blessed  spirit  of  graces  and  God  ot 
all  oonaolation— welcome  glory — ^welcome  eter- 
nal life,  and  weleome  death."  He  then  de8iri>d 
the  executioner  not  to  torn  him  over  till  he 
himaelf  should  put  over  his  shoulders, which,afltir 
a  few  moments  spent  in  prayer  within  himself,  he 
did,  saying,  **  O  I^ird,  into  thy  hands  I  comfnit 
my  spirit,  for  thou  has  redecme«i  my  soul,  () 
God  of  truth.'*  Vide  Saimimi'i  Kv^^V,  V.vvV- 
um,  Biographia  Scollcana,  be.  bc^Bd. 
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1666  ^''^^^^  continue  in  the  style  of  those 
times,  they  would  so  willingly  have 
us  back  to,  is  no  great  wonder :  but  for  any 
who  own  the  revolution,  the  authority  of 
king  William  of  ever  glorious  memory,  and 
the  Pkrotestant  entail  now  so  happily  taken 
effect  and  established,  to  rail  at  these  persons 
as  rebels  and  what  not,  is  every  way  unac- 
countable and  inconsistent.  The  very  same 
reasons  which  vindicate  the  revolution,  **  as 
being  an  extraordinary  case,  a  case  of 
necessity,  and  still  implied,  though  not 
expressed  in  the  general  rules  of  loyalty  and 
subjection  to  sovereigns,  when  the  sovereign, 
misled  by  evil  counsellors,  endeavoiued  to 
subvert  and  extirpate  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom," 
to  borrow  the  words  of  a  great  lawyer,  the 
same  arguments  are  of  equal  weight  in  this 
cose.  The  cause  was  indeed  the  very  same, 
religion  and  reformation,  law  and  liberty; 
and  had  the  attempt  under  the  prince  of 
Orange  miscarried,  as,  blessed  be  the  Lord, 
it  did  not,  no  question  it  would  have  been 
branded  with  the  same  hard  names  of  rebel- 
fion,  and  resisting  the  ordinance  of  God, 
this  was  loaded  with,  yea,  with  worse. 

We  have  seen  the  declaration  of  these 
people  who  rose  at  Pentland,  and  I  shall 
refer  the  reader  to  the  documents  subjoined, 
where  he  will  see  two  associations  or  cove> 
nants,  if  he  please,  entered  into  at  Exeter, 
and  in  the  north  of  England,  while  king  James 
VII.  was  upon  the  throne,  which  in  some 
things  go  a  greater  length  than  our  Pentland 
men.*    And  if  the  success  of  this  rising 


*  Attoeiatum  at  Exettr,  1668. 
We  whose  names  are  hereunto  sulgoined,  who 
have  now  Joined  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  for 
the  defence  of  the  protestant  religion,  and  for 
the  maintaining  the  andent  government,  and 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  do  engage  to  Almighty  God,  to  his 
highness  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  to  one  another, 
to  stick  firm  to  this  cause,  in  the  defence  of  it, 
and  never  to  depart  from  it,  until  onr  religion, 
laws,  and  lil>erties,  are  so  far  secured  co  us  in  a 
free  ]>arliainent,  that  we  sliall  be  no  more  Jn 
danii^r  of  falling  under  popery  and  slavery. 
And  whereas  we  are  engaged  in  this  common 
cause,  under  the  protection  of  the  prince  of 
Oningp,  by  which  case  his  person  might  be 
exposed  to  danger,  and  to  the  cursed  attempts 
of  |>npist.^  and  other  bloody  men ;  we  do  therefore 
solemuly  engage  to  God,  and  one  another,  that 
ifaajTBucb  uitcmpt  be  made  upon  him,  we  will 
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was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  revolution. 


these  brave  and  gallant  men  were  not  to 
blame:  but  the  Lord's  time  set  £br  the 
delivery  of  this  poor  duuch  and  kingdom, 
was  not  come.  And  I  must  add^  what  tuuh 
been  already  hinted,  that  theb  appearance 
was  not  concerted  with  that  caution  the 
difficulty  of  the  timea  required ;  and  they  too 
much  depended  upon  assistance  from  others 
in  the  same  oppressed  circumftanoes  with 
themselves:  and  when  that  finled  them, 
they  fiuled  in  their  attempt.  But  leaving 
those  things  to  others  who  may  handle  them 
more  fully,  as  a  hist^nrian  I  shall  only  lay 
before  my  readers^  the  plain  mattera  of  he% 
as  to  this  undertaking,  many  of  them  soat- 
teried  up  and  down  in  the  former  account ; 
that  having  the  whole  drcumatances  ondar 
view  at  once,  they  may  judge  for  themadves. 
Pentland  attempt,  then,  was  no  premedi- 
tatedy  but  a  very  accidental  risings  some  few 
country  people  were  obliged  to  by  the  bar- 
barous oppression  of  the  cruel  soldieiB.— It 
was  merely  upon  necessity  and  self-defence 
they  took  arms,  being  morally  assured  they 
would  be  murdered  by  these  merdleas  men, 
had  they  not  looked  to  themselves  after  their 
first  attempt. — When  some  were  thus  got 
together,  others  of  better  note  joined  theni^ 
as  being  under  the  same  grievances,  though 
not  so  liable  to  military  execution  as  they ; 
and  knowing  no  other  method  of  getting 
redress,  but  in  this  posture,  all  application 
to  the  king  being  discharged  by  law,  and  the 
bishops  in  council  effectually  stopping  any 
thing  like  this;  that  they  had  no  more  in 


pursue  not  only  those  that  make  it,  but  all  their 
adherents,  and  all  that  we  find  in  arms  ag^nst 
us,  ivith  the  utmost  severitv  of  a  just  reTrnge, 
to  their  ruin  and  destruction.  And  that  ue 
execution  of  any  such  attempt  (which  God  of 
his  infinite  mercy  forbid)  shall  not  divert  m 
from  prosecuting  this  cause,  which  we  do  now 
undertake,  but  that  it  shall  engage  tis  to  carry  It 
on  with  all  the  vigour  that  so  barbarons  an 
action  shall  deserve. 

Aiitociation  in  the  North  ofEnglaHd^  1066. 

We  being  made  sadly  sensible  of  the  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  government  that  Is,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  Jesuitiral  counsels,  coming  upon  us,  da 
unanimously  declare.  That  not  bang  willing  to 
deliver  our  posterity  over  to  such  a  condition  of 

Sopery  and  slavery,  as  the  aforesaid  illegalities 
o  inevitably  threaten,  we  will,  to  the  ntmoat  of 
our  power,  oppose  the  same,  by  Joining  with  the 
prince  of  Orange,  &c     And  herein  we  hope  oil 
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their  view,  appears  plain  enough,  from  their 
treatment  of  Sir  JameB  Tomer,  when  in 
their  handa.— When  they  came  eastward  to 
make  this  8p|ilioatioa»and  had,  at  the  noblo< 
men*a  deaire,  with  the  geneiai's  coDcurrenoe^ 
agreed  to  a  anspenaion  of  arms,  and  had  in 
part  propoaed  their  grierances,  and  these 
were  aent  to  the  council,  and  they  some 
W17  nnder  a  treaty ;  they  were  attacked  in 
a  audden  and  snhdoloos  way,  and  obliged 
then  to  redst  force  hy  force,  when  no 
indennity  was  allowed  them«— When  taken 
at  the  engagement,  they  got  quarters,  and  a 
pranrise  of  their  life;  and  it  was  contrary  to 
all  rules  to  be  dealt  thus  with  after  quarter 
given  and  taken. — Several  of  those  who 
were  executed,  were  not  in  the  engagement, 
had  not  borne  arms,  and  were  only  in  the 
company  with  tiie  rest,  when  going  through 
the  eountiy.— Some  of  them,  I  know  not 
how  many,  not  having  the  date  of  the  king's 
letter,  nor  the  time  when  the  primate 
received  it,  died  to  gratify  bishop  Sharp's 
cruelty,  and  contrary  to  the  king's  express 
orders,  '*  diat  no  lives  diould  be  taken."— 
All  of  them  owned  the  king's  authority,  and 
snfiered  really,  if  the  matter  be  narrowly 
oonsidered,  not  ao  much  for  their  rising  in 
arms,  there  was  grace  to  pardon  that,  as  for 
their  not  renonndng  their  sworn  covenant, 
and  refusing  to  take  the  declaration,  for 
which  it  would  seem,  the  bishops  would 
allow  of  no  mercy :  so  that  they  died  not  for 
rebellion,  but  rdigion  and  conscience'  sake. 
—In  short,  the  reader  will  notice,  that  these 
worthy  persons  are  fiurly  vindicated,  as 
soon  as  the  nation  recovered  its  senses,  by 
our  revolution-parliament  act,  July  4th, 
1090,  rescinding  forfeitry,  where  the  forfeited 


CDod  prottttants  will,  with  their  lives  and 
Fortiines,  be  utistant  to  ui^  and  not  be  biig- 
beared  with  the  om»robrioas  terms  of  reliels,  by 
which  they  would  fright  ui  to  become  perfect 
alaTes  to  their  tyrannicid  insolendes  and  usur- 
patioos :  for  we  amire  oonelves,  tliat  no  rational 
and  anblaaeed  person  will  \vLdgt  It  rebellion  to 
defend  onr  laws  and  religion,  which  all  our 
frinees  hare  sworn  at  their  coronation ;  which 
oath,  how  wen  It  hath  been  observed  of  late,  we 
desire  a  firceparliament  may  have  the  consider- 
acion  of.  We  own  it  rebeuion  to  resist  a  kin^ 
that  fovorna  by  law,  Imt  he  was  always  sccounted 
atyrant,  thai  made  hb  will  his  law ;  and  to 
resist  sncfa  a  one,  we  Jostly  esteem  no  rehelUvn, 
but  a  nteemMtyr  de/kace,  Ac 
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peraons  are  restored,  not  ex  graiia,  .^^ 
but  exjmtUia:  and  all  decreets  and 
sentences  pronounced  by  any  judges  against 
them,  are  declared  void  and  null  from  the 
baginningi  Thegood  men  oonfeased  they  had 
risen  in  arma^  and  the  thing  was  evident ;  yet 
our  parliament,  in  this  drcumsfantiate  case, 
plainly  judging  it  not  to  be  treaaonaUe,  or 
rd)ellion,  pronounce  ex  jmiHtia^  their  sen- 
tences void  and  null  from  the  beginning,  and 
those  excellent  persons  innocent:  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  but  long  before  thia  public 
f  indication  from  men,  these  sufferers  had  a 
very  comfortable  sentence  passed  upon  them 
by  the  righteous  Judge  of  all  men. 

CHAP.  U. 

OF  THE  STATE   ATID  SUFFERINGS  OP   PRESBT- 
TERIANS  DURING  THE  TEAR  1667. 


1667. 


This  affiiir  of  Pentland  had  no  small 
influence  upon  the  interests  of  pre- 
lacy in  Scotland :  some  of  the  bishopa  at 
least  reckoned  now  thdr  enemies  were 
buried,  and  that  none  would  dare,  after  this, 
to  move  a  Up  egainst  them  or  their  procedure. 
Their  fears  were  much  over,  and  they  took 
care  to  brand  the  presbyterian  party,  as  a 
few  inconsiderate  rash  rebels,  enemies  to 
monarchy  and  them ;  but  they  came  to  see 
their  mistake,  and  matten  proved  quite 
contrary  to  their  expectation.  The  blood- 
shed last  year,  had  an  eScct  not  unusual  in 
the  Christian  church,  really  to  encourage 
good  people  in  their  adhering  to  the  words 
of  Christ's  patience.  Since  the  reformation 
there  had  been  but  few  executions  for 
conscience*  sake ;  and  now  when  these  are 
turning  common,  by  the  cheerful  and  Chris- 
tian sufferings  of  so  many,  people  arc  ani- 
mated to  their  duty,  and  hardened  against 
danger ;  as  if  now,  and  scarce  till  now,  they 
had  believed  that  torture  and  death  for 
Christ's  sake,  can  be  gone  through  with 
cheerfulness,  by  IMvine  assistance;  and  that 
not  only  by  eminent,  but  ordinary  saints. 

To  blacken  these  noble   sufferers,   Mr. 
Robert  Lawrie,*  a  little  after  their  death* 


•  Uc  was  by  the  pcopW  vS.  ¥«dm\i^T^\\^  ow  x 
Airincr  occasion,  termed  "  \hc  uwi  ?tt.*'— liA. 
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1667    ^^^'^'^  ^^  ^°®  ^  ^  pulpits 
in  Edinbiuigh,  that  they  had  gone 

down  to  the  pit  with  a  lie  in  their  right 
hand;  but  brou^t  noproofiiof  hu  unchatiCp> 
able  and  unchristian  censure.  There  was 
indeed  a  cause;  he  was  hounded  out  to  this 
bitter  and  unjust  reflection.  Their  death, 
and  the  triumphant  nature  of  it,  had  left 
deep  impressions  of  the  righteousness  of 
their  cause,  and  their  own  innocence: 
and  this  public  calumny  only  left  the 
speaker  under  a  blot,  yea,  the  hatred  and 
contempt  of  many,  but  did  no  hurt  to  the 
sufierera.  Indeed,  from  the  time  of  these 
repeated  public  executions,  the  episcopal 
interest  in  this  kingdom  gradually  and 
sensibly  decayed,  till  the  prelates,  the  chief 
instruments  of  this  bloodshed,  were  at  length 
laid  aside  as  a  public  nuisance.  The 
nobility  perfectly  wearied  to  follow  these 
serere  courses,  and  this  year  the  persecution 
slackened,  people  began  more  generally  to 
dishaunt  the  churches,  and  the  outed 
mimsters  Tenturcd  to  preach  a  little  more 
publicly,  particularly  Mr.  John  Welsh,  whose 
labours  were  singularly  and  eminently 
blessed  of  Ood.  Multitudes  flocked  to  their 
sermons,  and  much  love  to  the  gospel 
abounded  in  a  proportion  to  the  benefit 
people  felt  by  it:  and  the  poor  honest 
people,  who  were  in  raillery  called  M^igs, 
from  a  kind  of  milk  they  were  forced  to 
drink  in  their  wanderings  and  straits,  became 
name-fiithers  to  all  who  espoused  the  interest 
of  liberty  and  property  through  Britain  and 
Ireland.  If  the  reader  would  have  another 
and  perhaps  better  orig^tion  of  the  word, 
he  may  consult  Burnet's  Memoirs  of  the 
House  of  Hamilton. 

A  little  after  the  restoration,  as  hath  been 
observed,  Lauderdale  had  reasoned  against 
the  establishment  of  prelacy  in  Scotland,  as 
what  would  raise  uneasiness  to  the  govern- 
ment there,  being  really  contrary  to  the 
inclinations  of  the  most  and  best  of  the 
king's  subjects.  He  was  over-ruled,  and 
the  general  outward  quiet  of  the  country, 
for  some  years  after  the  obtrusion  of  episco- 
pacy, seemed  to  vindicate  the  sentiments 
of  such  who  had  opposed  him :  but  this 
insurrection,  together  with  the  general  and 
-/^rvmnff  contempt  of  the  bishops  and  their 
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clefgy^  and  tho  gnsat  npcqncpti^g  of  prab}* 
terian  ministers'  sennonat  in  houaea  Bid  the 
fields,  made  the  kmg  to  nfleet  upon  what 
Laudardale  had  aasurad  him  of;  and  being 
bent  on  faia  pleasures^  kiy  in  bunieas  and 
impatient  of  disturbaiee,  he  was  Ae  Bore 
indinable  to  mild  and  moderate  measures. 
Accordingly,  this  year,  after  a  conriderable 
struggle  with  the  prdates  Bid  thev  party, 
Lauderdale  prevailed,  and  got  wbkl  imiciiiHity 
for  Pentland  insurrecckm,  and  in  a  Uttle 
time  the  first  indulgence  came  down. 

That  the  reader  may  have  a  fiirther  view 

of  the  severities  after  Pentland  ahogedier, 

I  shall   first  give  some   account   of  the 

methods  taken  by  the  army  in  the  west  and 

!  south  on  the  bad^  of  this  insurrection,  and 

I  the  forfeitures  passed  under  form  of  law; 

'  and  then  essay  a  more  particular  nanatife 

'  of  the  procedure  against  presbyteriana  this 

'  year,  the  bond  of  peace  oflered  them,  with 

I  the  indemnity  at  length  granted.    These 

\  may  be  matter  for  two  sections. 

88CT.  I. 


Of  the  tcvcrUiet  of  the  anuy  after  PetUland^ 
the  forfeitures  and  other  hardships  ttpon 
such  as  were  concerned  in  that  attempt, 

A  UTTLB  after  the  victory  at  Ptentland, 
general  Dalziel,  with  a  conudenible  number 
of  his  troops,  marched  westward  to  improve 
his  success,  in  harassing  all  suspect  of  finrour- 
ing  presbyterians.  We  have,  upon  the 
former  chapter,  seen  the  powers  given  him 
by  the  council,  December  1st.  Here  opens 
a  scene  of  cruelty  unheard  of  before  in 
Scotland.  Sir  James  Turner  lately  had 
forced  Galloway  to  rise  in  arms,  by  his 
cruelty  the  last  and  former  years:  but  he 
was  an  easy  master,  compared  with  the 
genera],  his  ruffians,  and  Sir  William  Bannan- 
tyne  this  year.  The  reader  cannot  fixm  any 
notion  of  their  carriage,  ^rithout  some  few 
instances  out  of  many  which  might  be  g^en. 
It  was  the  smallest  part  of  those  hardships^ 
that  the  soldiers  took  fi-ec  quarter  through 
the  west  and  south,  as  if  they  had  been  in 
an  enemy's  country :  though  this  went  very 
n\g\i  to    fVcfiUo^-  vVe  «Qs^en«Dice   of  that 
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country.    In  short,  the  loldien  do  what  they 
will,  irithout  eontioL 

The  general  takes  np  his  hcad-cpiarten  for 
some  time  in  die  town  of  Kilmarnock.    I 
have  a  well  attested  account  of  many  sums 
extorted  from  the  inhabitants  of  that  country 
town,  by  me,  too  Uae^  to  insert  here ;  but 
only  remark  from  it,  that  their  loss,  by  quar- 
tering of  soldiers,  and  other  impositions,  in 
a  few  months  after  Pentland,  at  a  very  modest 
calculation,  was  upwards  of  fifty  thousand 
merks ;  a  tcnible  sum  for  a  place  of  their 
poverty  at  that  time.    Hither  Dalziel  calls 
in  the  conntry-people  about,  the  heritors,  and 
whomsoever  he  pleases.    Suspicion,  without 
any  probation,  u  what  he  goes  upon.    If  he 
or  his  informers  were  pleased  to  entertain 
any  jealousy  a  roan  had  been  in  arms,  or 
harboured  any  who  had  been  in  arms,  this 
is  reason  enough  to  sist  him  before  him; 
and,  as  it  was  lately  at  the  commission-court, 
few  came  but  wore  either  guilty,  or  made  so^ 
if  they  had   any  money.    He    not   only 
examined    privately,  and   endeavoured    to 
expiscatc  crimes,  and  then  pronounced  sen- 
tence as  he  pleased,  but  threatened,  and 
cruelly  tortured  whom  he  would.    Not  a 
few,  yet  alive,  remember  bow  he  thrust  so 
many  into  that  ugly  dungeon  in  Kilmarnock, 
called  the  thieves*  hole,  upon  mere  suspicions 
of  their  being  accessory  to  the  late  rising, 
where  they  could  not  move  themselves  night 
or  day,  but  were  obliged  constantly  to  stand 
upright.    When  in  this  pinfold,  one  of  them, 
and  it  was  God*s  good  providence  there 
were  not  many  more,  fell  dangerously  sick : 
the  general  would  not  allow  him  to  come 
forth,  till  two  compassionate  persons  were 
bail  for  him,  to  return  him  living  or  dead. 
The  poor  man  died  in  a  little,  and  the  two 
sureties  were  forced  to  bring  the  body  to  the 
prison-door,  where  it  lay  a  considerable  time, 
till  the  general,  in  his  great  humanity,  per- 
mitted the  body  to  be  buried.    But  some- 
nhat  worse  follows. 

David  Finlay  in  Newrmills  parish,  not  far 
from  that  town,  is  by  order  luought  before 
him.  When  exammed,  he  acknowledged  he 
was  accidentally  at  Lanark,  when  colonel 
Wallace  and  his  army  came  thither,  but  had 
not  joined  them.  Being  interrogate  further, 
whom  he  saw  there  ?  he  gave  little  satisfaC'  / 
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tion ;  and  because  he  would  not,  and  .  ^^. 
uideed,  being  only  transiently  there 
upon  his  business,  could  not  give  an  account 
of  the  rich  Whigs  there,  presently  the  general 
sentences  him  to  die.  He  was  no  soldier 
under  Daliiel's  command,  no  judge  had 
passed  sentence  against  him,  no  witnesses 
were  adduced,  no  council  of  war  held,  and  yet 
the  poor  man  is  summarily  ordered  to  be  shot 
to  death  immediately.  When  he  was  carried 
off  fjrom  the  general,  neither  the  lieutenant 
who  was  to  execute  the  sentence,  nor  the 
man  himself,  took  Dalriel  to  be  in  earnest ; 
but  they  found  otherwise.  The  soldiers  had 
positive  orders  to  execute  the  sentence: 
when  they  signified  so  much,  the  poor  man 
bagged,  for  the  Lord's  sake  one  night's  time 
to  prepare  for  eternity.  The  lieutenant  was 
so  affected,  that  he  returned  to  the  general, 
and  earnestly  entreated  the  poor  man  might 
be  spared  but  till  to-morrow.  His  answer  was 
like  the  man  who  gave  it,  '*  That  he  would 
teach  him  to  obey  without  scruple."  80  the 
man  was  shot  dead,  striped  naked,  and  left 
upon  the  spot.  The  sergeant  who  had 
brought  him  from  his  own  house  to  the 
general,  being  wearied,  had  gone  to  his  bed, 
and  slept  a  little ;  when  he  awoke,  and  was 
acquainted  with  his  sudden  despatch,  he 
sickened,  took  his  bed  immediately,  and 
died  in  a  day  or  two. 

Another  instance  of  their  tender  mercies, 
was  towards  a  poor  country  woman  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kiluiamock.  A  garrison 
was  kept  in  the  house  of  the  deun,  nigh  by 
the  town :  the  soldiers  who  lodged  there, 
used  frequently  so  traverse  tlie  country,  to 
see  if  they  could  find  out  any  of  the  Whigs 
wandering  or  biding.  One  day  a  party  of 
them  saw  a  roan  at  some  distance,  who,  uj)on 
their  approach,  fled  into  a  country-house 
near  by,  and  both  doors  being  open,  only 
passed  through  it,  and  got  down  into  a  ditch 
full  of  water  on  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
and  stood  up  to  the  neck ;  there  he  remained 
undiscovered,  till  he  escaped.  The  party, 
when  they  observed  him  flee,  pursued  hard 
and  came  into  the  poor  woman's  house,  and 
searched  it  narrowly,  but  miss  then:  prey. 
All  the  poor  woman  could  say,  was,  That 
indeed  a  man  had  run  through  her  housc^ 
and  she  knew  nothing  fi!ix>ul\ttBv;  Vtis^^ 
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because  she  owned  the  man  had 
been  in  her  house,  and  could  not 
produce  him,  she  n  brought  prisoner  to 
Kilmarnock,  where  she  was  sentenced  to 
bo  let  down  to  a  deep  pit  under  the  house 
of  the  dean,  full  of  toads  and  other  vile 
creatures.  Her  shridcs  thence  were  heard 
at  a  great  distance;  but  nobody  durst 
intercede  for  her,  otherwise  they  would 
have  been  sent  to  bear  her  company. 
Whether  she  died  there,  or  what  became  of 
her,  I  know  not 

Instances  of  such  severities  might  be 
multiplied.  I  add  but  one  further.  8ir 
Mungo  Murray  had  the  command  of  some 
soldiers,  and  was  rummaging  up  and  down  for 
intelligence,  and  to  sdce  wanderers.  He 
gets  notice  of  two  countrymen  who  had 
given  a  night's  lodging  to  two  of  the  Pent- 
land  men,  when  coming  home.  The  men 
are  brought  in  before  him,  and,  without  any 
further  probaUon  than  hearsay.  Sir  Mungo 
orders  the  two  countrymen  to  be  bound 
together  with  cords,  and  hanged  up  by  their 
thumbs  to  a  tree,  there  to  hang  all  night. 
It  is  odd  to  think,  how  cruel  men  fall  upon 
such  methods  to  torment  their  fellow- 
creatures,  as  this  and  others  we  shall  meet 
with.  The  poor  men  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  died  before  next  day,  through 
pain  and  torture,  had  not  some  of  the  soldiers 
been  so  merdful  as  to  cut  them  down  to 
save  their  lives,  though  this  was  at  the 
hazard  of  being  dealt  with  themselves  the 
same  way.  These  are  some  part  of  the 
unprecedented  methods  taken  by  the  army 
in  the  west,  and  much  more  was  done  of 
this  sort.  The  vexation,  loss,  and  hardships 
the  country-people  were  put  to,  cannot  be 
expressed.  Meanwhile,  the  poor  Whigs 
either  got  off  to  wander  in  a  strange  land,  or 
lurited  in  some  retired  comers  under  bor- 
rowed names,  or  hid  themselves  in  caves  and 
coal-pits ;  and  this  was  the  sorest  winter  of 
persecution  Scotland  had  known  of  a  long 
time. 

Sir  William  Bannantyne,  much  about  the 
same  time,  was  sent  into  Galloway  with  a 
considerable  party  of  solctiers  under  his  com* 
roand.  Some  of  his  cruelties  have  been 
noticed,  and  others  of  them  will  come  to  be 
narrated  n/terwarda :  1  shail  only  set  down 
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here  attested  accounts  of  his  carriage  in  two 
or  three  parishes,  i^n  the  back  of  Pentland. 
The  reader  will  find  more  of  this  nature  in 
NaphtalL    He  was  more  than  once  harass- 
ing this  poor  countiy.    At  hia  fint  incoming 
after  Pentland,  he  brougfit  fimr  hundred  foot, 
and  a  troop  of  horM  to  Roger  Gordon's  of 
Holm,  in  the  parish  of  Dairy,  against  whom 
nothing  could  be  chaiged ;  but  wherever  they 
pleased,  they  took  Bree  quarters.     At  the 
Holm,  he  and  his  horsemen  ate  up  sixteen 
bolls  of  com,  killed  and  ate  vast  numbers  of 
sheep,  and  consumed  abundance  of  meal  and 
other  things,  besides  what  they  took  away 
from  him  and  his  ndghbours.    FhMn  thence 
they  went  to  the  house  of  Eariston.     Some 
of  the  suflerings  of  the  family  of  Eariston 
have  been  pointed  at,  and  now  the  house  it 
made  a  garrison.    From  this  parties  were 
sent  out  through  that  parish,  and  these 
about,  and  exercised  inescpressiUe  cruelties 
upon  any  they  were  pleased  to  allege  had 
been  at  Pentland,  or  conversed  with  such. 
One  David  M'Gill,  in  that  parish,  whom  thf^ 
came  to  apprehend,  escaped  happily  from 
them  in  women's  clothes ;  but  dreadful  was 
the  way  taken  with  his  poor  wifb,  whom  they 
alleged  accessory  to  her  husband's  escspe. 
They  seized  her,  and  bound  her,  and  pat 
lighted   matches   betwixt  her    fingers   for 
several  hours:  the  torture  and  piun  made 
her  almost  distracted ;  she  lost  one  of  her 
hands,  and  in  a  few  days  she  died.     They 
pillaged  the  country  round  about,  as  they 
pleased.     Some  they  brought  to  their  gar- 
risoUy  though  under  heavy  sickness,  stripped 
them  naked  almost  by  the  way,  bound  them, 
and  cast  them  into  nasty  places,  without  the 
least  accommodation;  and  it  was  a  grest 
favour  to  let  them  out  when  at  the  point  of 
death. 

Many  were  the  fines  the  soldiers  upfifM ' 
from  one  countrj'man  in  Dairy  parish  k 
thousand  merks  were  exacted ;  another  poor 
man  was  fined  in  three  hundred  and  twenty 
merks,  a  part  of  it  was  paid,  and  hia  bond 
taken  for  the  rest,  and  that  was  afterward 
exacted  in  the  year  I684w  Another  oountiy- 
man  in  the  same  parish  had  a  hundred 'and 
fifty  pounds  imposed  upon  him,  and  another 
four  hundred  merks.  These  fines  were  per- 
fectly arbitrary,  founded  upon  allc^ged  suspl* 
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prevent  him,  and  fell  in  grips  with  .^g. 
Sir  William,  and  being  too  strong 
for  him,  Banoantyne  called  in  the  soldiers 
who  were  at  the  door :  they  took  the  gentlC' 
man,  and  bound  him  with  his  head  betwixt 
his  knees,  and  his  hands  behind  his  back, 
with  a  tether,  and  kept  him  lying  on  the 
ground  in  that  pickle  all  that  8aturday*8  night, 
and  part  of  the  Sabbath,  till  hb  friends  came 
and  gave  bond  for  him.  This  gentleman  was 
no  Whig,  but  had  been  with  the  king*s 
forces  at  Pentland.  Bannantyne  and  his 
party  drank  in  the  house,  most  of  the  Lord's 
day ;  and  when  they  could  drink  no  more^ 
aod  his  fiunily  after  him,  as  in  part  we  have  let  what  remained  run  upon  the  ground,  and 
seeoi  John  Gordon  in  Camevel*  had  his  rifled  the  house  of  ail  in  it.  In  short,  it  was 
whole  estate,  being  sixteen  thousand  merks,  known,  that  Bannantyne,  in  this  country, 
taken  from  him ;  another  lost  lus  lands  worth  |  never  refused  to  let  his  men  rob  and  plunder 
about  six  hundred  merks  a  year.  Seven ,  wherever  they  |)leased.  His  oppressions, 
hundred  merka  were  taken  by  the  soldiers '  murders,   robberies,  rapes,  adulteries,  &c. 
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ciona  that  the  poor  people  had  been  con- 
cerned in  the  rising,  ami  ao  were  laid  on  just 
as  the  Boldiers  pleased,  and  as  the  man  was 
aUc  to  pay.  In  the  parish  of  Carsphaim, 
Gilbert  Moioy  in  Marbrack,  without  any 
alleged  iaolt,  had  fifty  merks  imposed  upon 
him.  Whan  he  asked  Sir  William  Bannan- 
tyne for  what  he  was  fined,  the  other 
answered,  because  yon  have  gear,  and  I 
most  have  a  part  of  it.  Great  nnmben  of 
sheep  and  nolt  were  taken  in  that  pariah, 
and  gentlemen  as  well  as  others  were  ruined. 
AlffKfffMlf*  Gordon  of  Knockbreck,  for  his 
sons  beiiig  at  Pentland,  suffered  a  great  deal. 


from  three  countrymen  near  Loch  Doon. 

In  the  parish  of  Balnu^e,  Sir  William 
came  into  a  puUio-house,  and  after  calling 
for  some  ale^  he  ofoed  wickedness,  and 
attempted  it  on  the  mistress  of  the  house. 
Her  hnnbw^  being  present  resisted  him; 
wfacrenpon  Sir  William  struck  him  down 
dead  on  the  spot ;  and  some  life  remaining, 
when  aboot  to  kill  him  outright,  a  gentleman 
in  the  ymAi  being  present,  endeavoured  to 


*  Mr.  Wodrow,  in  additloni  and  amendments 
printed  in  the  9d  VoL  of  bfo  History,  besidea 
oorroeting  this  name  from  Robert  to  John,  adds, 
**  He  was  elder  brother  to  the  present  Robert 
Gordon  of  Garvery,  who^  after  his  brother's 
Htnmm.  saoceeded  to  hhn.  I  had  lately  sent 
me  an  attested  acooiint  of  this  worthy  getitle- 
man'o  aufferiiigB,  too  lam  to  be  fmert  here. 
Tbej  hsgan  aftar  BothweU,  where  Mr.  Gordon 
waa :  his  house  at  Carnavel,  lying  on  the  high 
road  hetwixt  Ayr  and  Galloway,  was  often 
■poUed  by  the  aoldlers  In  their  marchci,  and  the 

KIloBaD  waa  Ibroed  for  a  long  time  to  fonake 
own  house  and  wander  in  the  mount^ns, 
and  In  kis  abaenoe  great  ravafea  were  com- 
adtled.  Three  troopa  were  quartered  upon  hia 
frmily,  who  cat  down  a  laree  bank  ot  young 
tmm,  destrayed  his  eom  and  meadows,  killed 
graaS  munhns  of  his  sheep,  and  took  away  what 
they  pifasmi  from  him  and  his  tenants.  At  the 
sBBDe  tlme^  foor  oompaniea  of  foot,  quartered  in 
the  cihurcfc-yard  of  Canfidm,  not  far  from  his 
hooa^  and  they  brought  in  multitudes  of  his 
sheep,  killed  and  ate  them.  In  short,  Ghmrery 
waa  Ibroed  to  retire  to  London,  and,  after  he 
had  TsnUned  hoone,  16BS,  he  underwent  great 
hardahtpa,  and  was  obliged  to  hide  till  the 
liberty  l0B7.'^-£<f.  / 


were  so  many  and  atrocious,  that  the 
managers  themselves  were  ashamed  of  them  : 
and  we  shall  afterwards  hear  that  he  was 
called  to  some  account  for  them,  and  forced 
to  flee  the  nation;  and  when  at  London, 
made  an  attempt  upon  Lauderdale,  which 
obliged  him  to  go  abroad,  where  he  died  la 
misery.  Those  hardships  from  the  army 
continued  upon  the  west  and  south  country, 
till,  towards  the  banning  of  June,  a 
squadron  of  Dutch  ships  came  up  the  Firth 
of  Forth,  to  make  reprisals  for  the  hurt  done 
to  their  trade  by  our  privateers.  They  shot 
some  guns  at  Leith,  and  fired  some  liours 
upon  Burntisland,  without  doing  any  great 
damage.  The  army  was  then  ordered  to  the 
cast  country  to  guard  the  coasts. 

A  great  many  other  hardships  were  put 
upon  good  people  after  Pentland,  by  others 
as  well  as  the  army.  Many  were  imprisoned 
upon  mere  suspicion,  and  without  any  ground 
put  to  a  vast  deal  of  trouble.  James 
Grlerson  of  Dalgoner  was  imprisoned  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Ayr ;  he  was  perfectly  innocent 
as  to  the  rinng  in  amis,  and  earnestly  craved 
a  trial,  but  was  not  allowed  it :  at  length, 
upon  giving  caution  for  compearance,  under 
a  vast  sum,  ho  is  let  out.  John  Hamilton 
of  Auldstane  or  Austane,  was  in  January 
apprehended  by  the  council's  order,  upon  a 
suspicion  that  miyor  Leannoot^VvA  v^vkJov- 
Jaw,  had  been  in  hia  bouae  «&x«  Y^wxWvA* 
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1667  ^^^^''^  could  be  proven,  and  with 
difficulty  he  got  out,  upon  giving 
^nd  to  compear  when  called,  under  penalty 
of  ten  diousand  merfcs.  At  the  same  time 
I  find  the  council  liberates  one  Carmichael, 
alleged  to  have  been  at  Pentland,  upon  his 
signing  an  obligation  to  serve  at  sea  in  a 
/rigate.  But  I  come  to  end  this  section, 
with  some  account  of  the  procedure  of  the 
government,  in  forfeiting  such  who  were  not 
catched  at  Pentland,  and  others  who  had 
not  been  there,  in  August  this  year ;  and 
some  hints  at  the  sufferings  of  others  upon 
the  account  of  that  rising,  of  which  I  have 
no  particular  dates,  but  they  come  in  natively 
enough  here. 

Upon  the  15th  of  August,  the  carl  of 
Athole  justice-general,  and  Sir  John  Hume 
of  Renton  justice-clerk,  with  the  two 
assessors  appointed  by  the  council,  the  earls 
of  Linlithgow  and  Dumfiics,  hold  a  justice- 
court  at  Edinburgh.  Their  main  design 
was  against  the  lairds  of  Caldwell  and 
Kersland,  whose  estates  were  to  be  given 
the  general  and  lieutenant-general,  for  their 
good  services. 

Sir  John  Nisbet  the  king's  advocate 
produccth  a  commission  signed  by  the  com- 
missioner Rothes,  to  pursue  criminally  before 
the  justice-court,  and  for  forfeiting  these 
following  persons  in  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
as  bdng  in  the  late  rebellion  in  the  west, 
viz.  "  colonel  James  Wallace,  major  Joseph 
Learmont,  William  Maxwel  of  Monrief 
younger,  John  M'Clellan  of  Barscob,  John 
Gordon  of  Knockbreck,  Robert  M'Clellan 
of  Barmagcichan,  James  Cannon  of  Bum- 
shalloch  younger,  Robert  Cannon  of  Mont- 

drogat  younger,  John  Welsh  of  Star, 

Welsh  of  Comley, Gordon  of  Garrary 

in  Kdls,  Robert  Chalmers  brother  to  Gad- 
girth,  Henry  Grier  in  Balmaclellan,  David 
Scot  in  Irongray,  John  Gordon  in  Middleton 
of  Dairy,  William  Gordon  there,  John 
M*Naught  there,  Robert  and  Gilbert  Cannons 
there,  Andrew  Dempster  of  Carradow,  James 
Grierson  of  Dargoner  (who  was  delayed), 

James  Kirk  of  Sundaywell, Ramsay  in 

Bilains  of  Armstoun,  John   Hutchison   in 

Newbottle, Row,  chaplain  to   Scots- 

tarbet,  Patrick  Listoun  in  Calder,  Patrick 
lAfywo  his  SOD,  James  Wilkie  in  Mains  of 
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Cliftounhall,  William  Muir  of  CaldweU,  the 


good-roan  of  Caldwell,  Bfr.  John  Coningham 
of  Bedland,  Williara  Porterfield  of  Qovre)- 
toun,  Alexander  Porterfield  hb  brother, 
Robert  Ker  of  Kersland,  Williara  Lockhart 
of  Wicketshaw,  David  Pe  in  Pokellie,  Mr. 
Gabriel  Semple^  Mr.  John  Semple,  Mr.  John 
Gnthrie,  Mr.  John  Welsh,  Mr.  Samuel 
Amot,  Mr.  James  Smith,  Mr.  Alexander 

Pedin,  Mr. Orr,  Mr.  William  Veitcb, 

Mr. Paton,  Mr.  John  Crookshanks,  Mr. 

Gabriel  Maxwel,  Mr.  John  CarstairBy  Mr. 
James  Mitchel,  and  Mr.  m^Uiam  Fonvth.** 
What  hath  been  remarked  upon  the 
proclamation,  December  4th,  abore  naiTated 
discharging  reset  and  converse  with  those 
above  named,  needs  not  be  repeated  here. 
Some  here  insert,  as  Mr.  (>ookshank8, 
were  dead,  and  some  others  named  had  no 
being:  and  we  shall  afttfward  hear,  that 
the  council  correct  the  names  of  some  of 
them,  in  the  indemnity  which  comes  down 
this  year.  Upon  dittay  given  in  against 
these  persons  by  the  advocate,  whidi  I 
have  insert  below,*  the  court  decerns  them 


*  Indictment  against  cohmd  WaHoiee^  ^  1667. 
Curia  justicinrla,  S.  D.  N.  rpgls,  teuta  In  pr»- 
torio  burgi  de  Edlnborgh,  deeimo  qainto  die 
meuslfl  Au^wti,  1667,  per  nobUcm  ct  potctttmi 
comitem  Joannem,  comftcam  de  Athole,  Jiuti- 
ciarium  generalem  dicti  rapremi  nostri  regia, 
et  dominum  Joannem  Home  de  Rentaaii,  ni- 
Utem,  clerlcum  Jtuticlarium  dicti  8.  D.  N. 
regU. 

Curia  legittime  affirmattu 
Asseasors  to  the  justices  :«- 
Alexander  earl  of  Llnlithc ow, 
Wniiam  earl  of  Dumfries. 
My  lord  advocate  produced  an  act  of  hi« 
majesty's  privy  ooundl  whereof  the  tenor  is 
insert  above. 
The  which  day,  colonel  James  Wallace^  major 

Joseph    Learmont, Maxwell   of  Monrief 

vounger, Maclellan  of  Barscob,  —  Mao- 

Icllan  of  Balmagachan,  ■  Cannon  yonnser  of 
Barnshalloch,  — >  Cannon  younger  of  Bariev, 

Cannon  younger  of  Mondrogget,  — .  Welsh 

of  Skar,  -.—  Welsh  of  Comley,  — —  Goi^on  of 
Garery  in  Kells,  Uobert  Chidmera  brother  to 
Gadgirth,  Henry  Grier  in  BalmadeDan,  David 
Scot  In  Irongray,  John  Gordon  In  Mldton  of 
Dairy,  William  Gordon  there,  William  Mac- 
naught  there,  Robert  and  Gilbert  Cannons  there, 

Gordon  elder  of  Bar  of  Kilpatriok-^hirbam 

Patrick  Macnaught  In  Cumnock,  Johu  Mac- 
naught  his  son, Gordon  younger  of  Holm, 

— —  Dempster  of  Carridow,  -.—  -«-.  of  Thr- 
goner,  —.—.of  Sundiwall,  — —  Ramny  in 
the  Mains  of  Arniston,  John  Hatchiaon  in 
|i7ewbottle,  — —  Row  Chaplain  to  Sootstarbet, 
Patrick  Llston  elder  poitioner  of  Langton, 
WUUani  IA«Uiii  bb  «»n  In  Crofthead,  PMrick 
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to  be  denounced  rebels,  and  their  lands  to 
fi&ll  to  his  majesty's  use,  as  outlaws  and 
fugitives  from  his  majest/s  laws,  upon  their 
noncompearance.    It  seems  a  simple  for- 


Listoo  Toonger  in  Over-liaton,  —^-  Wilkie  in 
the  Maim  of  CUftonhiill,  William  Mnir  of 
CaldwdL  John  Caldwell  of  Caldwell,  Robert 
Ker  of  Keralandy  Mr.  John  Cnnningham  of 
Bediand,  William  Porterfield  of  Quarrelton, 
Alexander  Porterfieid  hia  brother,  William 
Lockhart  of  Wicketahaw,  John  Hutchison  of 

Harelaw, Bell  of  Middlehoiue,    William 

I>enholm  of  Wasteshields  (his  name  is  not  in  my 
lord  adTocate*H  Warrant,  tv  be  insisted  afaiust, 
and  was  past  from  judicially,  and  therefore  is 
delete^  Darid  Foe  in  PokeUy,  Mr.  Gabriel 
Sem^e,  John  Semple,  Mr.  John  Guthrie,  Mr. 
John  Wekih,  Mr.  Samuel  Amot,  Mr.  James 
Smith,  Mr.    Alexander  Pedin,  Mr.  —  Orr, 

Mr.  William  Veitch,  Mr Paton,  Mr.  John 

Cruikshaiiks,  Mr.  Gabriel  Maxwell,  Mr.  John 
Carstain,  Mr.  James  Mitchell,  Mr.  William 
Forsyth,  being  oftentimes  called  to  compMr 
before  his  mi^eet/s  j ustice-general,  i ustice-derk, 
or  Justice-deputes,  to  hare  underiien  his  mn^ 
jesty's  laws  for  the  crimes  following,  mentioned 
In  the  dittay :  that  where,  notwithstand^ing  by 
the  common  laws,  and  the  law  of  nations,  and 
the  laws  and  practice  of  this  kingdom,  and 
many  clear  and  express  acts  of  parliament,  the 
riling  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  or  any  number  of 
them,  and  their  joining  and  assembimg  together 
in  arms,  without  his  maiesty's  command,  war- 
rant, or  authority,  and  wnen  the  same  is  not  only 
without,  but  a^nst  and  in  oppoaition  to  his 
mi^csty,  and  his  authority  aud  laws,  are  most 
horrid  and  heinous  crimes  of  rel>eIlion,  treason, 
and  lese-mijesty  in  the  hirhcst  degree ;  and  all 
peraona  committing  or  giulty  of  the  crimes,  or 
any  ways  accessory  thereto,  or  who  do  abet, 
aaust,  reset,  or  interoommune  with,  or  keep 
correspondence  with  such  rebels,  or  otherwise 
do  supply  them  in  any  manner  of  way  ;  and 
being  required  by  proclamation  or  otherwise,  do 
not  rise  with,  and  assbt  his  uu^estyV  lieutenant, 
and  others  hariiig  power  and  authority  for 
repressing  the  said  rebels,  ought  to  be  pmce«de<l 
against,  and  severely  punished  as  tniitorji,  con- 
form to  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  of  thin 
kingdom :  and  in  special  it  is  statute  and  ordaiu- 
ed  1^  the  Sd  act  of  king  James  I.  his  first  parlia- 
ment, "  That  no  man  openly  or  noti>ur1v  rebel 
against  the  king,  under  iiaiu  of  life,  lands,  and 
goods.**  And  by  the  27th  act  of  the  said  king 
Jaaea  I.  his  second  pm*liameiit,  it  is  statute, 
**  That  no  nuin  shall  wilfully  resist,  maintain, 
and  do  favour  to  open  and  manifest  rebels  against 
hia  majesty  and  the  common  laws,  uudcr  the 
nain  of  forfeitonk'*  And  by  the  1  ith  act  of  king 
James  II.  hu  sixteenth  pjirliament,  entltoJed, 
•*  sundry  points  of  treasou,"  it  is  stJitute,  **  That 
if  any  man  do,  or  commit  treason  againnt  the 
king's  person  or  his  mi^esty,  or  rises  In  fler  of 
war  minat  him,  or  resets  any  tliat  lias  com- 
mitted treason,  or  supplies  tliein  in  help,  ease, 
or  coansel,  they  shall  be  punished  as  traftorp." 
And  by  the  144  act  of  king  Junies  \'I.  norl.  Id. 
U  b  statute,  '*  That  where  any  (ieclared  traitor 
reiMurs  In  any  part  of  this  realm,  none  of  his 
majesty*8  subjects  shall  presume  to  ro^et,  supply 
or  interconunune  with  theuij  or  give  them  any 
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feiturc  was  not  reckoned  a  good    .^p. 
enough  claim  for  the  estates  now  to 
be  disposed  of,  and  therefore  the  advocate 
urged  to  have  a  sentence  of  dcatli  passed 


relief  or  comfort ;  and  that  immediately  upon 
their  repairing  in  the  bounds,  all  his  mi^csty's 
Kood  BUDJects  do  their  exact  diligence  in  appre- 
hending the  said  traitors  and  rebels ;  and  that 
with  all  speed  they  certify  his  migest^,  or  some 
of  his  sacred  council,  or  some  persons  of  authority 
and  credit  within  the  shire,  that  such  rebels  are 
within  the  same,  under  the  pain  that  the  said 
rebels  and  traitors  ought  to  sustain,  if  thev  were 
apprehended,  and  convicted  by  justice."  Likeas, 
by  the  5th  act  of  his  majesty's  late  parliament, 
and  first  session  thereof,  it  is  declared,  **  That  it 
shall  be  high  treason  to  the  subjet'.tH  of  this  king- 
dom, or  any  number  of  them,  more  or  less,  upon 
any  ground  of  pretext  whatsomcver,  to  rise  and 
contmue  in  arms,  to  make  peace  or  war,  to  make 
treaties  or  leagues  with  any  foreign  princes  or 
estates,  or  amongst  themselves,  without  his 
majesty's  special  authority  and  approbation  first 
interponed  thereto ;  aud  all  other  subjects  are 
discharged,  upon  any  pretext  whatsomevcr,  to 
attempt  any  of  those  things  under  the  said  pain 
of  treason.*  And  by  the  7th  act  of  the  foresaid 
parliament,  and  first  session  thereof,  all  his 
majesty's  subjects  are  inhibited  and  discharged, 
tliat  none  of  them  presume,  uiHin  any  pretext  ur 
authority  whatsomever,  to  require  tliie  renewing 
or  swearing  of  the  league  and  covenant,  or  any 
other  covenant  or  public  oatlis,  concerning  the 
government  of  the  cnurch  and  kingdom,  without 
his  majesty's  special  warrant  and  approbation  ; 
and  that  none  of  his  mi^esty's  subjects  offer  to 
renew  or  swear  the  same,  without  tiis  majesty's 
warrant,  as  they  will  be  answerable  at  their 
highest  perils.  Nevertheless,  the  foresaid  persons 
and  their  associates,  shaking  off  all  fear  of  God, 
and  cons<'ieiice  of  duty  and  loyalty  to  his  majesty, 
their  native  sovereign  prince,  and  natural  tender- 
ness  to  their  couutry,  have  most  perfidiously 
and  treasonably  contravened  tlie  said  laws  and 
acts  of  parliament,  and  committed  the  crimes 
foresaid  in  manner  above  B|»ecified,  in  so  far  as 
tliis  his  majeflty's  ancient  kingdom,  having  fur 
many  ye:irs  sulfered  and  iiicurre<l  all  the  calam- 
ities and  miseries,  and  tragical  eflfects  and  conse- 
quents of  a  civil  war  and  foreign  usurpation, 
and  now,  after  his  miyesty's  happy  restitution, 
beginning  to  recover  of  so  long  and  wasting 
a  consumption,  through  the  blessini;  of  God, 
and  his  mi^esty's  incomparable  guodnem  and 
clemency,  and  having,  by  an  aet  of  oblivion, 
secunnl  the  lives  and  fortunes  nf  the  said  persnnv, 
and  others  who  were  conscious  to  themselves, 
and  might  have  justly  feoi-ed  to  be  under  the 
lash  and  o4>m|)os(i  of  law  and  justice ;  and  when 
his  majesty  and  his  good  people,  had  just  reason 
to  expect  security  and  quiet  at  home,  and  assist- 
ance against  his  enemies  abroad,  yet  they,  and  a 
party  of  seditious  persons,  retaining  and  persist- 
ing  in  their  inveterate  disloyalty  and  disaffection 
to  his  mi^esty's  government  and  laws,  did  Uike 
i^vantage  and  opportunity  of  the  time,  when  he 
was  engaged  in  a  chargeable  and  bloody  war, 
with  divers  of  his  neighbour  princes  and  cstatesi 
biing  jealous  of,  and  envying  liis  majesty's  great- 
ness and  pru:ip»ily,  aud  Uiu  \ui.vv^tic«a  vA  ^X\v^^^• 
kingdoms  under  Im  guwvumiiuX)  ^xi^  Wn\v\^ 


GH 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


I  BOOK  n. 


upon  as  many  of  them  as  he  Bhw 

'  fit  to  insist    ag^ainst.      The    diffi- 

ciilty  was  obvious  which  hj  against  this 

ilTegal  proposal;  the  persons  were  absent, 

oontrived  And  projected  a  most  horrid  InBnrreo- 
tlon  And  rebellion,  tending  to  involve  hismi^Mty's 
^ngdoms  in  blood  mad  confuBion,  and  to  en- 
coura^  and  itrengthen  his  enemies,  did  rise, 
convene,  and  assemble  themselves  toi^ether  in 
arms,  and  upon  the        day  of  November  last, 
did  march  to,  and  enter  within  his  mi^esty^s 
town  of  Dumfries  in  a  hostile  manner,  with 
their  drawn  swords  and  other  arms,  and  did 
beset  the  house  where  Sir  James  Turner  and 
other  of  the  officers  of  his  majesty's  forces  were 
lodged  for  the  time,  and  did  violently  seize  upon 
the  said  Sir  James  his  person  and  goods  within 
his  lodging,    and  did  detain  and    carry    him 
about  with  them  captive,  as  a  lawful  prisoner 
taken  from  an  enemy,  and  did  search  for,  and 
would  have  taken  the  minister  of  the  said  town, 
if  he  had  not  escaped ;  and  while  the  foresaid 
persons  were  in  the  said  town,  they,  their  ac- 
complices, and  associates,  did  many  other  acts 
of  insolence  and  rebellion ;  and  having.in  manner 
foresaid,  openly  avowed  and  proclaimed  their 
rebellion  in  so  public  and  insolent  a  way,  to  the 
great  contempt  and  affront  of  authority,  they 
and  their  oomnlices,  in  pursuanoe  of  the  same, 
did  convocate  his  majesty's  people  and  subjects, 
and  endeavoured  to  stir  them  up,  and  persuade 
them  to  join  in  the  foresaid  rebellion,  and  seize 
upon  the  persons,  horses,  and  arms,  and  plander 
and  rifle  the  goods  and  houses  of  divers  his 
majesty's  good  sutjiJecCs,  and  In  special  of  faithful 
and  loyal  ministers ;  and,  by  seaitious  sermons, 
insiiuiations,    and  other  practices,  did  so  far 
prevail    in    the   stewartry   of   Kirkcudbright, 
and  the  shire  of  Wigton,  and  the  shires  of  Ayr, 
Xrfinark,  and  other  western  shires,  that  many 
persons    flocking    and  resorting  to  them  and 
their    complices,    they    had    the  boldness  and 
confidence  to  send  a  considerable  party  to  his 
majesty's  town  of  A)^,  and  seize  upon    and 
take  all  the  arms  were  there ;   and  not  con- 
tent to  proceeii  to  the  height  of  rebellion  in 
manner  foresaid,  they  and  their  complices,  did 
presume  to  regulate  their  monstrous  and  irre- 
gular rebellion,  and  In  the  formality  and  frame, 
and  under  the  name  and  notion,  to  form  and 
model  themselves  in  companies  and  regiments, 
and  to  name  captains  of  foot,  commanders  of 
troops,  and  other  officers,  under  the  command 
of  the  saiil  colonel  James  \Vallace,  Joseph  Lear^ 
mont,  and  other  persons  of  known  disaffection 
to  his  majesty  and  his  government ;  and  though 
his  majesty's  lieutenant-general  did  march  speed' 
lly  for  repressing  the  said  rebellion  and  insur- 
rection, and  bis  majesty's  council  did  emit  and 
issue  a  prooJamatiou,  declaring  the  said  Insur- 
rection to  be  a  manifest  and  horrid  rebellion, 
and  high  treason,  and  commanding  the  said 
i-ebels  to  desist  and  lay  down  arms  ;  with  certi- 
fication If  they  would  continue  In  their  rebdlion, 
thev  should  be  proceeded  against  as  desperate 
and  incorrigible  traitors;  and  discharging  ail 
his  miO<»ty'>  subjects  to  join,  r^Mt,  supply,  or 
intercoinmunc    with    them,    and  conmaanding 
them  to  rlM  and  Join  with  his  mijjesty's  lieu- 
tenant general,  and  the  forces  under  him,  under 
the  pain  of  treason  ;  yet  the  foresaid  persona  and 


and  it  had  not  been  a  practick  to  put  an 
indictment  to  the  knowledge  of  an  assiic, 
and  examine  witnesses  in  absence  of  parties. 
To  obriate  this,  the  adrocate,  having'  liefbre- 


thelr  accomplices,  did  obstinately  oontinae  and 
march  through  die  eountry,  in  their  modelled 
army,  as  If  they  bad  been  on  aiiemy«  and  in 
a  capacity  to  encounter  and  dispute  with  arms 
with  his  majesty,  their  sovweign  lord,  and  his 
forces  ;  and  did»  in  a  warlike  and  iioatile  manner 
and  posture,  enter  within  his  majesty's  town  af 
Lanark,  and  there,  upon  the  Stf  th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, to  palliaU  their  rebellion  with  Um  ooloar  sf 
religion,  did  renew  and  tales  tba  oath  of  the 
covenant, .  and  thence  did  march,  qoartering  oil 
alongst  upon,  and  oppressing  his  majesty's  goad 
subjects,  until  they  liad  the  boldneas  and  confi- 
dence  to   approach  within  two  miles  of  bis 
majesty's  city  of  Edinburgh,  when  his  judim- 
tories  and  lords  of  privy  council  and  session 
were  slttinf  for  the  time,  and  having  quartered 
all  night  within  the  parish  of  Colllngtoo,  at  so 
near  a  distance  from  the  sold  .city,  tha  said 
persons  and  their  accomplices,  upon  Wednesday 
the  88th  day  of  November,  did  dare  and  presume 
to  encounter  and  fight  with  his  mi^eaty's  armiss 
and  forces,  under  Uie  command  and  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  lieutenant-general,  and  other  oflU 
cersi  at  Pentland-hllla,  and  did  wound  and  lull  iu 
the  said  fight  or  conflict,  divers  of  his  malesty's 
good  subjects,  and  endeavoured  and  did  all  tbry 
could  to  destroy  his  mi^esty's  army,  until,  by 
the  mercy  of  God,  and  conduct  and  valour  nf 
his  majesty's  lieutenant,  and  other  officers  and 
soldiers  under  him,  theywere  vanquished,  routed, 
and  diasipated.      Likeas,  notwithstanding  tlie 
laws,  acts  of  parliament,  and  proclamation  fore- 
said, and  that  thereafter  a  proclamation  wm 
emitted  upon  the  4th  day  of  Deoembar,  whereby 
his  roa^estv,  with  advice  of  his  privy  oouncll, 
did  again  discharge  and  Inhibit  all  hia  suljeetiy 
that  none  of  them  should  offer  or  presume  to 
harbour,    reset,   supply,    correspond    with,  or 
conceal  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  or  any 
other  who  concurred  or  joined  in  tlie  said  last 
rebellion,  or,  upon  account  thereof,  appeared  in 
arms  in  any  part  of  this  his  mi^esty's  kingdom, 
but  to  pursue  them  as  the  worst  of  traitors,  and 
present  such  of  them  as  they  shall  have  in  their 
power,  to  the  lords  of  privy  council,  sheriff  of 
the  shire,  or  magistrates  of  the  next  adjacent 
burgh  royal,  to  be  by  them  forthcoming  by  law; 
certifying  all  such  as  should  be  found  to  Adl  in 
their  duty  therein,  they  should  be  esteemed  and 
punished  as  favourers  of  the  said  rebellion,  and 


as  persons  accessory  and  guilty  of  tha 
Nevertheless  divers  of  the  foresaid  persons,  did 
not  only  disloyally  fail  in  their  duty,  and  did 
not  rise  and  join  with  his  mi^ssty's  lieutenant- 
general,  and  officers  under  him,  for  repressing 
and  suliduing  the  said  rebels,  but  moat  perfldf 
ously  and  treasonably  did  their  utmost  endea- 
vours to  advance,  strengthen,  and  promote  tlie 
said  rebellion;  and,  in  order  thereto*  in  tlio 
months  of  one  thonmiid 

six  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  several  days 
thereof,  or  one  or  other  of  tlie  said  montiw 
or  days,  they  met  and  convened  at  tlie  Bank- 
end.  Caldwell,  Knockenmade,  Chitterfleet,  the 
Meams,  and  divers  other  plaeea  widiln  tlie 
wtstcru  shires,  and  sheriffdoms  of 
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ractised  upon  the  lords  of  session, 
tained  their  judgment  in  this  case, 
sth  in  court  a  query  to  the  lords  of 

and  sesaon,  wiUi  their  answer, 
[  shall  here  insert,  as  a  document  of 
ity  of  those  times. 

^^.J*  Whether  or  not  a  person 
r  h^  treason,  may  be  pursued  before 
ktices,  albeit  they  be  absent  and 
icioas;  so  that  the  justices,  upon 
,  and  sufficient  probation  and  evi- 
Di^  pronounce  sentence  and  doom 
ture,  if  the  dittay  be  proven  ?  The 
of  the  scruple  is,  that  processes  of 
%  are  not  so  frequent,  and  that  in 
rdinary  crimes,  the  defenders,  if  they 

appear,  are  declared  fugitives,  and 
e  following  reasons  appear  strong 
levant  for  the  affirmative.  I  mo, 
myaa  law,  albeit  a  person  absent 
be  condemned  for  a  crime,  yet  in 

which  is  crimen  excmptum,  this  is  a 
7,  that  absents  may  be  proceeded 

and  sentenced.  2do,  By  act  1. 
.  pari.  6.  it  is  declared  that  the  king 
n1  cause  and  action,  to  pursue  all 
10  of  treason,  committed  against  his 
ind  commonwealth,  conform  to  the 
I  kw,  and  good  equity  and  reason, 
standing  there  be  no  special  law, 

provison  made  thereupon;  and 
e,  seeing  by  the  common  law,  per- 
Ity  of  lese-majesty  may  be  procefxlcd 


and  did  eondude  and  rMolve  to  Join 
r  mid  rebellioaa  party ;  and  being  armed 
Hdi,  piatola,  and  otherwiee,  they  joined 
«■  in  troops  and  oompaiilee,  and  did 
I  ^ooM  captains,  lieutenants,  and  other 
and  did  accept  the  said  charges  and 
laiit^  and  did  aooordingly  rule  and 
«as  place  to  places  and  did  write  letters 
b  and  neighbours  to  join  with  them, 
ntereept  letters,  that  therebv  they  might 
Im  ana  intelligence  where  nis  nudesty's 
ind  forces  were^  and  of  their  forces, 
and  designs;  and,  to  the  same  purpose, 
nd  send  out  otbers  for  intelligence,  and 
her  acts  of  treason  and  hostility,  and  in 
iha  foresaid,  as  also,  after  the  defeat  of 
rebeUioos  purty,  in  tlie  ensuing  montlis, 
the  said  defeat  and  the  date  of  the  said 
itiOD,  and  one  or  other  of  the  said 
and  sevovl  days  thereof,  the  foresaid 
within  the  said  western  shires  and 
na  of  within 

■  bounds^  and  their  own  tenants*  houaeii» 
sr  places,  did  hai  iNuir,  concea),  rc>t'.t,  ^ 
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against  and  sentenced,  though  they 
be  absent,  it  appears  that  there  is  the 
same  reason,  that  the  justices  should  proceed 
against,  and  sentence  persons  guilty  of  trea- 
son though  absent,  and  that  they  are 
sufficiently  warranted  by  the  said  act  to  do 
so.  3tio,  It  is  inconsistent  with  law,  reason, 
and  equity,  that  a-person  guilty  of  treason 
should  be  in  a  better  case,  and  his  majesty 
in  a  worse,  by  the  contumacy  of  a  traitor, 
the  same  bdng  an  addition,  if  any  can  be,  to 
so  high  a  crime;  and  that  he  should  have 
impunity,  and  his  majesty  prejudged  of  the 
casualty  and  benefit  arising  to  him  by  his 
forfdture.  4to,  The  parliament  is  in  use  to 
proceed  and  pronounce  forfeiture,  though 
the  party  be  absent ;  and  in  so  doing,  they 
do  not  proceed  by  a  legislative  way,  but  as 
the  supreme  judges:  and  the  parliament 
being  the  fountain  of  justice,  what  is  just 
before  them,  is  just  and  warrantable  b^re 
other  judicatories  in  the  like  cases.  5to,  By 
the  above-mentioned  act  of  parliament,  it  is 
statuted,  that  sununons  and  processes  ot 
treason,  may  be  intented  and  pursued,  after 
the  decease  of  the  delinquent,  against  his 
memory  and  estate,  for  deleting  the  one  and 
forfeiting  the  other,  whereupon  sentence 
may  follow  to  the  effect  foresaid.  And 
therefore,  seeing  sentence  may  follow,  where 
the  delinquent  cannot  be  present,  and  is  not 
in  being,  it  were  against  all  reason,  that 
where  they  are  indlfolly  and  contumaciously 


supply,  correspond,  and  Intercommune  with  the 
persons  particularly  abovenamed,  contained  in 
the  said  proclamation,  the  said  4tb  of  DecemlKT, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  years, 
and  others  who  concurred  and  joined  in  the 
siUd  late  rebellion,  and  who  upon  that  account 
appeared  in  arms.  In  doing  of  which,  and  one 
or  other  of  the  said  deeds,  the  foresidd  persons, 
and  ilk  one  of  them,  have  committed  and  incur- 
red the  nains  and  crimes  of  treason,  and  are 
guilty  or  being  authors,  actors,  accessory,  art 
and  part  thereof;  which  being  found  by  an 
assize,  they  ought  to  be  punished  In  their  persoos 
and  goods,  to  the  terror  and  example  of  others ; 
as  they  who,  upon  the  SOth  of  iMay,  86th,  87tb, 
and  88th  days  of  June,  1st,  8d,  and  Sd  davs 
of  July,  resjpectlve,  last  hynast,  were  lawfully 
charged  by  John  Telferhenld,  Alexander  Mur- 
ray, and  James  Alison  pursuirants,  to  have 
found  caution  acted  in  the  books  of  adlournal 
for  that  effect,  lawful  time  of  day  being  bidden, 
and  tibe  forenamed  persons  not  entering  nor 
compearing  to  the  effect  above- written. 
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get  an  assize,  but  at  length  nude  a  shift; 
and  it  is  made  up  of  officers  in  the  army, 
the  general's  servants,  and  some  papists. 
Sentence  was  pronounced  the  same  day. 


absent,  they  should  not  be  proceeded 
against,  and  sentenced  if  they  be 
and  it  were  most  unjust,  that  his 
majesty  should  be  (breed  to  call  a  parliament 
^  punishing  and  forfeiting  of  persons  being 
absent;  or  that  he  should  watt  until  they 
die,  especially  sedng  in  the  interim  the 
probation  may  perish  by  the  death  of  the 
witnesses." 

This  is  the  utmost  so  good  a  lawyer  could 
go,  in  reasoning  for  this  stretch  ogainst 
these  worthy  gentlemen.  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  answer  the  reasons  l»t)ught  from  an  old 
and  antiquated  law  in  times  of  popery,  nor 
from  the  king's  intercst,  which  seems  fully 
to  be  answered  by  the  simple  forfeiture,  nor 
consider  the  reasoning  from  parliamentary 
power  to  that  of  inferior  judges :  I  am  well 
assured  that  any  lawyer  could  very  easily 
expose  the  weakness  of  such  ai^ng ;  only 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  as  soon  as  a  parlia- 
ment sat,  it  was  found  needful  to  approve 
ex  pat  facto  this  reasoning,  and  the  follow* 
ing  answer. 

Opinion  of  the  Lordt  of  Session, 

**  The  lords  of  council  and  session  having 
considered  the  query  presented  to  them  by 
the  lord  Bellcnden,  his  majesty's  treasurer- 
depute,  it  is  their  opinion,  that  upon  the 
justices'  citation,  and  sufficient  probation 
taken  before  the  judges  and  assize,  they 
may  proceed,  and  pronounce  sentence  there- 
intil,  and  forfeiture  against  the  persons  guilty 
of  high  treason,  though  they  be  absent  and 
contumacious.        Jo.  Gxlmob,  I.  P.  D." 

Matters  being  thus  prepared  to  the  lords' 
hands,  they  declare  their  own  power,  and 
go  on  to  their  work,  find  the  dittay  relevant, 
and  refer  it  to  an  assize.  That  day  the 
advocate  insisted  against  colonel  Wallace 
major  Learmont,  Barscob,  Mr.  John  Welsh, 
Mr.  James  Smitli,  Patrick  Liston,  his  son 
and  Quarrdton.  Their  pmcess  I  have 
insert  below.*     They  had  some  difficulty  to 

*  Proem  against  Colonel  Wallace,  1667. 
My  lord  advocate  produced  a  warrant  and 
order  direct  to  him  by  his  majeaty'v  comioiv- 
■ioQcr.  The  Jiuticea  nnd,  that,  conform  to  my 
lord  advocates  desire,  the  forenamed  persons 
may  be  both  declared  fug lUves,  for  their  contu- 
maty  and  not  ajipcario^,  and  alao  husiated  agaiust 


for  their  forfeiture.  Tht  erimiaal  letten  beiof 
read,  my  lord  advocate  prodnoBd  particular 
dittaya  apinst  certain  persons.  Tm  Jurtiecs 
find  the  dittays  relevant,  and  ordain  the  aaaBo  to 
be  put  to  the  knowledsc  of  an  asdse.  My  lord 
advocate  declared  he  insisted  primm  ioeo  against 
the  penoBS  fdlowing.  via.  ooloiicl  Wallace^ 
mijor  Joseph  I.«armoDt,  Jolin  M*CleUan  of 
Uaraoob,  Mr.  John  Weldi,  Mr.  Jamea  Smith, 
Patrirlc  Liston  in  Calder,  WilUmn  Uston  bis 
son,  William  Porterfield  of  Quarrelton.  The 
justices  continue  the  trial  of  James  Cannon  of 
Barley,  and  Jamea  Grieraon  of  Dar|[Qiier,  nDtil 
the  Arst  Tuesday  of  Norcmber,  being  the  fifth 
day  thereof;  as  also  continued  the  trial  of  the 
forenamed  persons  to  the  Ifith  day  of  Norembrr 
next  to  come,  except  these  already  guilty  tliii 
day,  and  to  be  tried  to-morrow. 

ASSISA. 

James  Soroerwell  of  Dram, 

Wiiliam  Uig  of  Carberry, 

Sir  Robert  l>alziel  of — 

Walter  Kennovay  secretary  to  tha  geuci^, 

John  Kuthyen  tutor  of  Canien, 

William  MelTile  of  Dysart, 

Colonel  Jamea  Hay, 

Sir  John  Falconer  knight, 

James  Lockhart  of  Clrghom, 

James  Hepburn  of  Bcarfurd, 

James  Weema  of  I'iteanny, 

George  Elphinston  of  Sdmes, 

"Ma^or  George  Grant, 

James  Johnston  of  Sheens, 

Shr  W  illiam  Bellendeu  knight. 
The  aasixe  sworn,  nooblecthm  in  the  oantnrf. 
Shr  James,  Turner,  agedT  fifty  ycara  or  thrnby. 
sworn,  depones.  That  he  saw  eolonel  WsBace, 
Learmont,  Baraeob^  Smith  and  Welsh,  aft  Dam- 
fries,  Ayr,  Lanark,  CoUington,  Peotland*  or  at 
some  of  the  said  places :  depones,  That  Wallace 
and  Barsoob  actod  aa  commanders  of  the  rM- 
lious  party :  depones,  That  they  had  all  pistols 
and  swords,  both  the  three  eomnsandef«b  and 
Smith  and  Welsh  ministers;  that  they  were  all 
at  Pentland  in  arms  in  the  rebda*  army. 

J  A.  TaaarxB. 
David  Scot  in  Bridge-end  of  Cornwall,  aged 
forty  veors  or  thereby,  married,  sworn,  depones 
lliat  he  saw  the  foresaid  persona  at  Ayr,  Lan- 
ark, and  other  places,  with  the  rebeia;  that 
Wallace  and  Learmont  commanded  in  chief; 
that  he  saw  Barsoob  then,  and  that  the  third  is 
the  army:  depones.  That  he  went  witk  tin 
rriwls,  and  that  all  the  foresaid  eoBBmandcti  and 
ministers  were  in  anna,  with  horses,  awvdsi 
and  some  of  them  with  pistols.        Da.  Soon. 

Daniel  Mitchel  in  Cumnock,  aged  finrty  yean 
or  thereby,  married,  sworn,  dcfMoeo,  Inat  be 
saw  Wallace,  Learmont,  Barsoob»  Wdsh^  and 
Smith  with  the  rebola,  all  alongst  until  the  osn- 
flict  at  Pentlanil :  depones.  That  he  knowa  that 
Wallace,  Learmont,  and  Bancoh  had  *^«*— ""^-^ 
in  that  army ;  that  theyaU  had  horsoa  andarass ; 
that  lie  saw  them  march  towards  the  day  of  the 
fight. 

William  Lawrie  of  Blackwood,  amd  ycar« 
or  thereby,  married,  depones,  That  ho  oaw 
Wallace  and  lA'armont  with  the  rebda  at  Batb- 


CHAP.  II.] 

and  b11  the  abovenamed  were  forfeited 
in  life  and  fortune.  It  may  be  remarked, 
that  Sir  James  Turner  was  the  first  wit- 
ness who  swore  in  this  process,  though  it 
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gale ;  that  WbUbm  lent  a  letter  with  the  deponer 
to  the  general  of  the  king**  forces ;  that  Wallace 
rominanded  the  rebeUioaa  party ;  that  at  Col- 
Hngton  he  asked  who  waa  Mr.  John  M'elsh  at  a 
penoD,  and  he  waa  shown  to  him  by  that  person ; 
that  he  knew  not  Wallace  of  before,  but  he 
himaeir  and  that  party  called  him  so»  and  that 
they  aaid  he  commanded ;  that  Wallace  sent  a 
letter  signed  with  hb  hand  In  manner  foresaid. 

Will.  Lawrie. 

Patrick  BIsKt,  bailie  of  Lanarlc,  aged  rears 
or  thereby,  sworn,  depones.  That  James  WalUice, 
Joseph  Learmont,  were  with  the  rebcb,  and  in 
the  deponent's  hoose,  but  knows  none  of  the 
rest;  that  Wallace  and  Learmont  commanded 
in  chief,  and  they  liad  swords,  pistols,  and  horses. 

Pat.  Bisskt. 

David  Fannv  In  aged  thirty  years,  mnr- 

ricd,  sworn,  depones.  That  he  saw  I'atrick 
Liston  elder,  and  William  Llston  his  son,  with 
the  reikis  in  arms,  at  the  deponent's  own  house, 
in  the  wish  of  Ratho,  tlie  day  before  the  con- 
flict at  Pentland :  depones,  he  saw  them  miirch 
away  with  the  rebels ;  that  Patrick  Liston  did 
draw  sheaves  out  of  the  deponent's  yard  ;  tliat 
Patrick  Liston  had  a  sword,  two  pistols,  and  a 
dirk. 

Hugh  Finn^  in  Plate,  aged  thirty-six  years  or 
thereby,  married,  sworn,  depones,  That  Patrick 
Liston  was  with  the  rebels  at  the  Plate,  in  the 
parish  of  Ratho ;  that  the  deponer  saw  Patrick 
Liston  in  arms  with  a  sword  and  dirk ;  that  he 
came  there  with  the  rebels,  and  went  away  with 
them,  and  that  he  knew  the  ndd  Patrick  Linton 
elder  to  be  one  of  the  rebels*  number;  that  he 
went  awaT  with  them  the  day  before  the  flght. 

Archibald  Hodge  in  Orton,  In  Ratho  parish, 
and  thirty-six  years,  sworn,  depones,  lliRt 
Pttriek  Liston  and  his  son  William  were  riding 
with  the  rebels,  that  he  saw  them  at  the  east 
end -of  Ratho  kirk,  that  dar  they  came  to  Col- 
Hngton ;  that  the  said  Patrick  had  a  sword  and 
two  pistols ;  that  William  had  a  sword ;  that 
both  of  them  went  with  the  rebels. 

WllUam  GlUespieat  Newbridge,  in  Kirkliston 
pariah,  aged  fifty  years,  married,  sworn,  dpnones, 
lliat  he  saw  Patrick  Liston  tldtr,  and  WHliam 
Liaton  hia  son,  in  company  with  the  rebels,  with 
swords  and  pistols. 

James  Cochran  in  Knockenmade,  aged  fifty 
yMr%  or  thereby,  married,  sworn,  drpones, 
That  nmm  Saturday  before  the  defeat  of  the 
robeb,  Bedland,  Mr.  Gabriel  MaxweU,  Kers- 
land,  and  another  minister,  came  to  the  deponer's 
house  about  midnight,  and  stayed  a  long  time : 
depones,  That  immediately  thereafter  he  heard 
Caldwell  gtre  order  to  his  tenants,  to  meet  at 
Chltterfleet  with  their  arms  and  best  horse; 
this  was  at  the  deponer's  hoose.  lliat  the 
Sunday  In  the  morning,  depones.  That  these 
personst  and  besides  them,  Quarreltoii,  Black- 
ston,  and  Qnarrelton's  brother,  the  good- man  of 
Caldwell  younger,  Mr.  John  Carstairs,  and 
othen,  did  meet  on  that  Sunday  at  the  Chltter- 
fleet ;  that  the  deponer,  being  one  of  Caldwell's 
tenants,  was  there :  depones,  That  while  they 
were  at  Qnairslloiiy  lie  heard  tlutt  the  earl  afj 
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is  plain  he  could  not  well  purge  .^^^ 
himself  of  malice ;  yea,  the  privy 
council    itself,  corrupt    as  it    was,  found 
him  guilty,  and  condemned  him  afterwards. 


Eglinton's  man  was  taken,  and  his  letters  taken 
from  him,  Imt  saw  him  not.  Depones,  That 
they  did  march  from  Chltterfleet  to  Langton  in 
the  nifht,  and  from  Langton  to  Kilbride,  Wil- 
liam Porter  field  bving  one  of  them ;  that  they 
were  thirty-nine  horsemen  in  number,  armed 
with  swords,  and  some  had  pistols:  depones, 
they  marched  from  Kilbride  to  the  House  of  the 
Mnlr  in  troop  and  order,  Caldwell  and  Mr. 
Gabriel  IMoxwell  on  their  head,  and  Blaclcston 
in  the  rear:  depones,  he  heard  Mr.  Gabriel 
Maxwell  say  to  Blaokston,  Go  to  your  place  in 
the  rear,  and  Blackston  did  so.  Depones,  Tliat 
seeing  some  country  people,  imagined  thom  to 
be  the  general's  army ;  and  that  Caldwell  and 
the  other  gentlemen  did  retire  and  put  them- 
selves in  order,  but  it  was  found  to  be  country 
people  driving  their  hone :  that  when  the  gentle- 
men first  saw  them,  they  imagining  them  to  be 
of  the  general's  army,  that  they  retired  to  a  moss. 
Depones,  That  he  heard  Caldwell  and  that  party 
speaking  amongst  themselves,  that  they  would 
go  to  the  southland  army ;  and  that  he  heard 
Caldwell  and  Mr.  Gabriel  Maxwell  say  this, 
that  if  Porterfield  of  Quarrelton  were  at  them, 
that  they  would  keep  a  private  council.  Depones, 
That  tlie  country  people  on  the  Monday  at 
night,  fearinff  that  they  would  join  with  the 
rebels,  desired  to  go  home,  and  that  Mr.  Gabriel 
Maxwell  threatened  them,  and  said.  If  they 
would  go,  they  might  meet  with  a  miresnype. 

John  Stoveiison  in  Ramshead,  aged  fiftv  years, 
or  thereby,  sworn,  depones,  That  CaidweirH 
officer  warned  him  and  the  rest  of  the  tenants, 
to  meet  their  master  at  Chitterfieet,  and  that 
Caldwell  gave  him  a  sword.  Depones,  That  he 
saw  William  Porterfield  of  Quarrelton,  and  the 
rest  of  the  gentlemen  at  Chltterfleet.  Depones, 
That  the  earl  of  Kcllnton's  man  was  taken 
l>efore  he  came,  that  he  saw  the  footman  there, 
that  he  heard  his  letters  were  broicen  up,  and 
that  they  kept  him  prisoner  till  night.  Depones, 
to  the  number  and  names  of  the  other  persons, 
to  their  journey  and  travelling,  eonformia  praee- 
ilenti,  that  Blackston  was  with  them.  Depones, 
they  formed  themselves  in  troopi^  that  Mr. 
Gabriel  Maxwell  desired  them  to  ride  in  order, 
and  there  the  deponer  heard  Mr.  Gabriel  Max- 
well desire  Blackston  to  go  to  his  place  in  the 
rear,  and  accordingly  he  did  go :  that  the  gen- 
tlemen seeing  the  country  people,  imsgining 
them  to  be  the  gNieral's  men,  feared  and  retired 
out  of  the  way.  Depones,  that  the  gentlemen 
told  that  they  were  to  go  by  Douglas  and  that 
way ;  the  deponer  and  the  rest  hearing  that,  sus- 
pected, and  would  not  go  with  them ;  that  Mr. 
Gabriel  threatened  them,  and  said  they  might 
meet  with  a  miresnype,  if  they  would  go  away ; 
that  William  Porterfield  of  Quarrelton  was  all 
alongst  with  them. 

John  Nellson  in  Ramshead,  aged  thirty-six 
years,  or  thereby,  married,  sworn,  depones, 
Fhat  he  knows  nothing  of  their  riding  in  order, 
nor  Blackston's  riding  in  the  rear,  that  he  saw 
none  of  the  country  people,  that  Caldwell  and 
the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  never  \c\^  xYiexcv 
whether  they  were  to  go  totba  aonXYkUa^'^aatv^  % 
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declares,  that  he  insists  agunst  William 
Muir  of  CaidweU,  John  CaldweU  of  Cald- 
well youi^er^  Robert  Ker  of  Kersland,  Bir. 
John  Cuoiogham  of  Bedland,  Alexander 


lor?    ^'^^  oppressing  them,  as  we    shall 

hear. 
Next  day,  August  16th,  the  chief  part  of 
the  process  comes  on;  and  the  advocate 


fts  to  their  being  at  Chittcrfleet,  the  rest  of  their 
journey  and  number,  depones  efmfarmUnrae^ 
daUij  and  to  the  thnatenUif  of  Mr.  uabriel 
Maxwell,  and  depones  that  (fuarrelton  went  all 
alonnt  with  them. 

John  Anderwn  in  Caldwell,  aged  twenty- 
four  years,  or  thereby,  not  married,  Hworn, 
depones.  That  the  laird  s  officer  warned  them  to 
go  alougst  with  him,  and  that  he  did  go ;  knows 
nothing  of  the  earl  of  Eglinton's  servant;  as  to 
tlieir  journey,  number  and  marching,  depones 
canformia  pr€eetdaUi.  Depones,  tint  once  they 
were  in  order  of  a  troop,  Tliat  Mr.  Gabriel 
Mazw^  rode  on  the  hMd,  and  Blaclutun  on 
the  rear,  that  he  saw  William  Porterfield  of 
Quarrelton  go  alongst.  Depones  as  to  the 
country  people  conform  to  James  Cochran. 
Depones,  Tnat  on  Monday  the  deponer  sus- 
pected they  were  to  go  to  the  southland  army, 
that  he  heard  some  such  surmise  of  that  Iciud. 
Depones,  Tliat  lie  heard  that  £glinton*8  man 
was  taken,  and  his  letters  broken  up,  that  as 
soon  as  the  deponer  heard  that  they  were  going 
to  the  southlnnd  party,  he  thought  it  was  a 
wrong  w:i;^,  and  would  not  go  with  them,  that 
Caldwell  his  master  desired  him  to  stay. 

John  CaldweU  in  Lochend,  aged  ^irty  years, 
or  thereby,  married,  sworn,  depones,  Tnat  the 
laird's  officer  warned  him  to  meet  him  at  Chltter- 
fleet.  Depones,  That  Bedland,  the  good-nuin  of 
Caldwell,  Mr.  Gabriel  Maxwell,  Mr.  John 
Carstairs,  and  divers  others,  that  they  were 
betwixt  thirty  and  forty  in  number,  knows 
nothing  of  the  earl  of  Lglinton's  servant,  but 
heard  of  it :  as  to  their  marching,  depones  con- 
farmit  prtecedenti,  and  tliat  sometimes  Caldwell 
and  Mr.  Gabriel  Maxwell  did  put  them  in 
order ;  tliat  he  saw  Blackston  go  to  the  rear  and 
ride,  that  he  saw  the  country  people  and  the 
genUemen  were  feared,  conform  to  the  foresaid 
depositions.  Depones,  he  heard  among  the 
gentlemen,  that  they  were  to  go  to  the  southland 
party,  whereof  he  and  the  rest  of  the  commons 
nearing,  they  would  not  go  any  further;  that 
CaldweU  commanded  his  tenants  to  stay,  but 
they  would  not ;  that  Mr.  Oabrid  MaxweU 
threatened  in  manner  foresaid. 

WUliam  Caldwell  in  Whitehouse,  aged 
years,  or  thereby,  not  married,  sworn,  depones. 
That  he  was  warned  by  the  officer,  conform  as 
is  before  deponed.  Depones,  he  saw  at  Chitter^ 
ieet  the  laird  of  Caldwell,  the  good-man  of 
Caldwell,  Kerdand,  Blackston,  Quarrelton, 
and  several  others.  Depones,  he  saw  the  earl  of 
EgUnton's  servant  there,  and  heard  hb  letters 
Were  broken  up,  and  he  kept  prisoner;  as  to 
their  marching,  depones  comformU  praeedaUi, 
that  once  they  were  ranked  in  a  troop,  and  that 
Blaokston  rode  in  the  rear;  he  did  hear  the 
gentlemen  speaking  about  their  going  to  the 
southland  army,  and  that  the  king's  lifeguard 
was  betwixt  the  gentlemen  and  them. 

Ilobert  Ker  In  Kersland,  aged  dxty  vears,  or 
thereby^  married,  sworn,  depones,  That  the 
laird  or  Kerdand  his  master  desired  him  to  go 
to  the  fields  with  him ;  and  that  he,  suspecting  it 
to  be  iothenMt^  answered.  It  was  better  to  stay 


at  home  and  keep  the  cow  and  the  kail-stodE, 
and  better  to  sufler  than  flght  against  tfae  Ung. 

John  Stuart  in  Swinrlgmulra  ^ed  tfalrtyHiix 
years,  or  thereby,  depones,  ne  was  at  Chltteraeet, 
that  CaldweU,  the  good-man  of  Caldwdl  young- 
er, Blackston,  and  Quarrelton,  and  hia  brother, 
Kersland,  Bedlandi  Cuninghons,  Hn  Gabriel 
Maxwell,  Mr.  John  CantauSf  and  othcn  wtre 
there;  that  he  waa  there  when  thfe  earl  of  EgUn- 
ton's servant  was  taken,  brought  In*  and  the  let- 
ters broken  up,  and  that  he  woa  kept  tlD  nigbt 
as  a  prisoner ;  as  to  their  marching  and  nomWr, 
riding  in  order,  comformist  that  Mr.  Gabriel 
MaxweU  said  to  Blackston,  Go  to  the  rmrt  and 
he  went ;  that  as  to  the  sight  of  the  eoontry 
people,  Um  gentlemen  went  away ;  the  gentlemen 
said  Uiey  intended  to  see  the  southland  portj. 
Depon«;s,  That  Kersland  told  him  he  was  to 
join  with  the  southland  portv,  and  the  deponer 
said,  he  thought  it  not  good;  nb  master  said,  the 
deponer  might  go  when  they  went;  that  when 
they  ivere  at  Kubride,  it  was  told  them  that  the 
king's  army  was  betwixt  them  and  the  southland 
party,  and  thereupon  the  gentlemen  retired  to 
the  House  of  the  Mulr.  John  Stuaet. 

Robert  Craig  In  the  parish  of  Belth,  aged 
forty  years  or  thereby,  married,  sworn,  depones, 
he  was  at  Chitteraeet.  depones  he  was  the 
person  that  took  tlie  earl  of  EgUnton's  serani, 
and  that  John  Stevenson  was  with  hfan ;  that 
after  the  boy  was  taken,  Blackstoa*o  serrant 
came  and  brought  the  boy  and  the  deponer  to 
the  gentlemen,  that  his  inaster*a  letters  woe 
broktti  <^n,  and  he  kept  prisoner;  that  the 
deponent  went  to  Langtoun  with  the  gentlemen, 
that  CaldweU,  Keraland,  Blackston,  and  Mr. 
Gabriel  MoxwelL  commanded  the  deponer  te 
take  the  earl  of  EgUnton's  servant ;  dcpooesi  he 
heard  at  Knockmade,  that  the  gentleinen  were 
to  join  with  the  southland  party. 

Patrick  Houston,  servant  to  the  earl  of 
Eglinton,  aged  twenty  years  or  thereby,  not 
married,  sworn,  depones.  That  he  was  taken 
near  Chitterfleet,  and  his  letters  brokni  open, 
that  he  saw  CaldweU,  Blackston,  and  Bedland, 
that  Bedland  was  melting  lead,  that  he  got  the 
letters  broken  open. 

The  assise,  by  plurality  of  voices^  elects  JauMi 
Somerwel  of  Drum  its  chanodlor.  The  asslz^ 
sU  in  one  voice,  by  the  month  and  judlclsos 
declaration  of  the  said  James  Somerwel  elder  ef 
Drum,  their  chancellor,  finds  the  said  eoloock 
James  WaUaoe,  Joseph  JLearmont^  Mr.  Jamei 
Smith,  and  Mr.  John  Welsh,  jguflty,  and 
culpable  of  treasonable  crimes  contained  m  their 
dittays,  viz.  the  said  colonel  James  Wallace^  and 
Joseph  Learmont,  to  have  been  and  had  occessien 
to  the  late  rebelUon,  and  had  chai|;e  and  com- 
mand in  the  rebeUious  army,  and  oonunandlng 
in  chief  therein,  and  of  being  wHh  the  said 
rebels  at  Lanark,  ColUngton,  at  the  conflict  at 
Pentland,  aud  other  putces  In  |he  rebellloD. 
And  the  said  Mr.  James  Smith  and  Mr.  John 
Welsh,  to  be  (guilty  of  joining  with  the  ssid 
rebels,  and  going  alongst,  and  marching  with 
their  horse  and  arms  m>m  place  to  plofu,  and 
being    at  Lanark,   Colllugton,  and  I'enthuu^ 
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Porterfield,   Maxwel   younger  of  Monricf, .  minister  at  Dumionald,  was  upon  the  ,^^. 

Balmagdchan,  Montdrogat,   Robert  Chal-    eame  account  forfeited  in  life  and 

mers,  Mr.  Oalaiel  Scmple,  Mr.  John  Guth-    fortune,  four  years  after  this,  December  2igd. 


rie,  Mr.  Alexander  Peden,  Mr.  William 
Veitch,  Bir.  Jirhn  Crookshanks^  and  Mr. 
Patrick  M' Naught.  Their  process  being 
■hort,  I  have  insert  it  below,*  and  their 
sentence  is  the  same.    Mr.  Gabriel  Maxwel, 


with  the  rebels.  And  also  the  said  John  M'Clel- 
lan  of  Barscob,  to  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
rebellioa,  ipeeifled  In  his  dittay,  and  having 
oommand  In  the  rebels*  army,  and  goin«  alongst 
with  them  in  arms.  And  also  they  ail,  in  one 
▼Dice,  find  the  said  Patrick  Linton  elder,  and 
William  Liston  younger,  gallty  of  rebellion, 
and  joining  with  the  rebels  and  being  in  arms 
with  them,  and  going  alongst  with  them.  And 
slklike^  the  said  assise,  all  in  one  voice,  found 
the  said  WiUiam  Porterfleld  of  Qoarrelton, 
guilty,  and  culpable  of  the  treasonable  crimes 
specified  in  his  dittay,  in  Joining  and  being  In 
arms  with  CaldweH  and  others  in  the  said 
rebellion,  and  meeting,  convening,  and  keeping 
committees  together  to  that  effect,  and  of  being 
present  at  the  taking  of  Patrick  Houston, 
servitor  to  the  earl  of  Eglinton,  breaking  open 
of  bis  letten,  and  when  he  was  kept  prisoner, 
and  marching  and  drawing  up,  and  going 
almigst  In  arms  with  them,  in  order  to  their 
Jolnmg  with  the  rebellious  party  In  the  west, 
and  of  other  circumstances  specified  In  his 
indictment,  in  respect  they  round  the  same 
snlBciently  proven.  Ja.  SouaawcL. 

The  f5th  of  August. 
My  lord  justlce-ffeneral,  my  lord  Jnstice-derk, 
and  their  assixers,  by  the  mouth  of  Henry  Mon- 
tdth,  deinpster  of  court,  decern  and  adjudge 
tbo  said  James  Wallace  of  Auchanes,  John 
M'Clellan  youncer  of  Barscob,  Mr.  John 
Welsh,  and  Mr.  James  Smith,  ministers,  Pat- 
rick  Uaton  elder  In  Calder,  William  Liston 
his  son,  and  William  Porterfleld  of  Quarrelton, 
to  be  execute  to  death,  and  demeane<l  as  traitors 
when  they  shall  be  apprehended,  at  such  times 
and  {daces,  and  in  such  manner,  as  my  lord 
justice-genenl.  Justice-clerk,  or  Justice-^pntes, 
shall  appoint;  as  also  decern  and  adjudge  the 
Ibrenamed  persons,  and  ilk  one  of  them,  of  the 
treasonable  crimes  above- written,  to  have  for- 
feited, amitted,  and  tint  all  and  sundry  their 
lands,  tonements,  annual  rents,  offices,  tacks, 
dignities,  steadings,  rooms,  possealons,  goods, 
and  gear  whatsomever,  ntrtaining  to  them  or 
either  of  them,  to  his  msjesty's  use,  which  was  i 
given  for  doom.      Upon  all  and  sundry  the  .- 

C remises,  Sir  John  Niabet  of  Dirleton,  knight,  ; 
ia  mj^esty's  advocate,  asked  and  took  instru-  ' 
ments. 

*  Proetn  againat  Caldwell,  ^-c.  1667. 
Curia  justielaria  S.  D.  N.  n>gls,  tenta  in  piie- 
torio  burgi  de  Edinburgh,  declmo  sexto  die 
menaia  August!,  1067,  per  nobilem  et  pntentem 
oomitem  Joannem,  comltem  do  AthoUsJuvtici-  . 
arinm  generalem  dicti  S.  D.  N.  regis,  et 
domlnum  Joannem  Hume  de  Rcntoun,  mill-  | 
tern,  Justiclaric  cleriruin. 

Cnria  hgittime  affirmata. 
Assessors  to  the  fuwtices  :— 
Alexander  earl  of  Linlltbirow : 
WUlUm  earl  of  YkunMet, 


1 67 1 , by  the  J ustice-court.  What  the  reason 
of  this  delay  was,  I  do  not  well  know.  His 
process  I  have  before  me,  but  it  needs  not 
be  insert ;  for  the  dciK»itions  of  James 
Cochran,  John   Stevenson,  John   Wilson, 


My  lord  advocate  declares,  that  he  insists  now 
af^inst  the  persons  following,  viz.  William 
Muir  of  Caldwell,  John  Caldivell  of  CaldweU 
youneer,  liobert  Ker  of  Kerslaiid  vounger, 
Mr.  John  Cunningham  of  Inland,  Aliocaiider 
Porterfleld  brother  to  Quarrelton,  — — *  Max- 
well younpr  of  Murriefl',  Robert  M'Clellau  of 
Balmageicaan,  Robert  Cannon  of  Mondrogate 
younger,   Robert  Chalmers  iMrother  to  Gath- 

5irth,  Mr.  Gabriel  Sempic,  Mr.  John  Guthrie^ 
Ir.  Alexander  Peden,  Mr.  WiUiam  Veitch, 
Mr.  John  Crooktthanks,  Patrick  M* Naught  in 
Cumnork,  indicted  and  accused  at  the  instance 
of  my  lord  advocate,  for  the  crimes  contained  In 
their  indictments,  vis.  of  trsason  mentioned 
therein.  The  justices  find  the  dittay  relevant, 
and  ordain  the  same  to  be  put  to  the  knowledge 
of  an  assise. 


/ 


A^niSA. 

William  RIgg  of  Ciirberr\' 

Sir  Robert  Dalzlel, 

Walter  Kennoway,  secretary  to  the  general, 

John  Ruthven,  tutor  of  Cardeii, 

WiUiam  Melville  of  Dysart, 

Colonel  James  Hay, 

Sir  John  Falconer, 

James  Lockhart  of  Cleghorn, 

James  Hepburn  of  Rearford, 

James  Weems  of  Pit  canny, 

George  Klphinston  of  Selmei, 

^9^€ir  George  Grant, 

James  Johnston  of  Sheens, 

Sir  William  Rcllenden, 

James  Somerwel  elder  of  Drum. 
The  assize  sworn,  no  objection  In  the  contrary. 
John  Reid  in  Dandilly,  aged  thirty  veam  or 
thereby,  married,  sworn,  depones.  That  AlnxwHl 
of  Murrieff,  Bulmagelrhan,  Mondrogate,  (?lial. 
mersbrotherto  Gathglrth,  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple, 
Mr.  John  Guthrie,  Mr.  Alexander  Pedrn, 
Mr.  William  Veitch,  Mr.  John  CnM)kshnnk«(, 
and  I'atrick  M'Naucht  in  Cumnock,  were  with 
the  rebels  at  Mauchline  in  arms,  with  Hwords 
and  honie,  and  some  of  them  had  i>i»ti»lM ;  and 
that  they  were  nt  Pentland,  i>xrcpt  Peilen  ;  that 
the  reason  of  the  deponer  liin  knowledi'e  is, 
that  Mondrogate  and  Mr.  Alexsnder  l'(*<lcn 
took  him  prisoner,  and  carried  him  alongst  to 
Pentland.  Johh  Rkid. 

William  Muir,  tenant  to  Sir  Thomas  Wallace, 
aged  thirty  years  or  thereby,  not  man'ied,  sworn, 
depones,  That  he  saw  the  said  Maxwell  of  Mur- 
rieff",  and  othem,  with  the  rebels  In  arms, 
except  Mr.  John  Cro4»kahanks  and  Patrick 
M' Naught,  whom  he  did  not  see,  but  heard 
they  were  there :  that  he  saw  them  at  Bathgate. 
Ijaiiark,  and  Colli ngton,  but  he  was  not  at 
Pentland,  and  so  knows  nothing  of  that. 

William  Mcia. 
John  Mirrie  in  Smithston,  aged  thirty  years 
or  thereby,  married,  sworn,  ^c^tv«s  "^^^^  ^^ 
saw  the  whole  penona  conUlinftd  Vn  3«^kii  \Vx\<t^ 
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10G7  "'"^^  Anderson,  John  Caldwell, 
and  William  Caldwell,  in  process,* 
are  just  adhered  to  before  the  assize,  who 
bring  him  in  guilty ;  and  the  judges  pronounce 
the  ordinary  sentence.  The  rest,  in  the 
advocate's  commission  above,  are  delayed 
till  November,  when  I  do  not  find  they  are 
insisted  against,  the  indemnity  and  bond 
of  peace  being  before  that  time  upon  the 
file. 


deposition,  with  the  rebels  in  amiB,  saw  them 
marching  aloiigst  with  that  army  at  several 
plareit.^  John  Mirric. 

Daniel  Mitcholl  in  Craigadam,  forty  years  or 
thereby,  sworn,  depones,  Tliat  he  saw  Murrleff, 
Mondroeate,  Chalmers,  Crooksbanks,  and 
M*  Naught,  with  the  rebels  at  I..aiiark,  Colling, 
ton,  and  other  places,  in  arms,  with  sworos, 
horiic,  and  pistolit,  and  saw  them  marching 
alon^st  toward  I'entland. 

James  Cocbran  in  Knockmade,  sworn,  de- 
pones, adheres  to  his  former  deposition  given 
yesterday,  in  omnilnu,  and  dedans  expressly 
that  the  laird  uf  Caldwell,  £ood-man  of  Cald- 
well younger,  the  laird  of  Kersland  j'ouncer, 
the  laird  ot  l^edland,  and  Alexander  Porterneld 
brother  to  Uuarrelton,  were  at  tho  meeting  at 
C'hittcrfleet,  and  all  alongst,  a«  it  is  contained  In 
the  foresaid  depoiiition. 

John  Stevenson  in  Ramshead,  sworn,  depones, 
adheres  to  his  former  deposition  taken  yesterdayt 
and  the  whole  persons  above- written  were  all  at 
Cbltterfleet,  O'.id  all  alongst,  as  is  contained  in 
his  former  deposition. 

John  Wilson  In  Ramshead,  sworn,  depones, 
adheres  to  bis  former  deposition ;  and  further 
depones.  That  the  laird  of  Caldwell,  the  cood- 
man  of  Caldwell  younger,  the  laird  of  Kersiand, 
and  Bedland,  were  at  Chitterfleet,  and  other 

E laces ;  but  as  to  Alexander  Porterfield,  depones 
c  knew  him  not 

John  Anderson,  sworn,  depones,  adheres  to 
his  former  deposition :  and  further  depones, 
that  the  Inlrd  of  Caldwell,  the  good-man  of 
Caldwell  younger,  Kersiand  yoimger,  Bedland, 
and  Alexander  l*orterfleld,  were  at  Chitterfleet, 
and  all  alonnt  with  that  party. 

John  Caldwell,  sworn,  depones,  adheres  to  his 
former  deposition ;  and  further  depones.  That 
the  laird  of  Caldwell,  the  good-man  of  Caldwell 
younger,  Kersiand,  and  Ikdland,  were  at  Chit- 
terfleet  and  other  nlaces,  and  that  he  heard 
Alexander  Porterfleld  called  by  his  name,  and 
that  he  knew  him  to  be  so. 

William  Caldwell,  sworn,  depones,  adheres  to 
his  former  deposition;  and  rurther  depones, 
That  the  Uird  of  Caldwell,  the  good-man  of 
Caldwell  younger,  Kersiand,  I&dland,  and 
Alexander  Porterfleld,  were  at  Chitterfleet  and 
other  places  (contained  in  the  said  deposition)  in 
arms. 

Robert  Ker  In  Kersiand,  sworn,  depones, 
adheres  to  bis  former  deposition  taken  yesterday. 

John  Stuart,  sworn,  depones,  adheres  to  his 
former  deposition ;  and  further  declares.  That 
the  bdrd  of  Caldwell,  the  good-man  of  Caldwell 


THE  SUFFERINGS  [BOOK  If. 

Perhaps  it  was  not  so  convenient,  thut 
general  Dahdcl,  and  lieuteoant-general 
Drummond,  diould  come  immediately  to 
possess  the  estates  of  Caldwell  and  Kersiand, 
though  I  am  informed  they  were  now 
secured  to  them:  and  therefore  at  present 
the  rents  of  these  two,  and  other  forfeited 
persons  in  Renfrewshire  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, are  put  into  the  hands  of  James 
Dunlop  of  Househill,  and  he  is  countable 


•  See  Note,  p.  73. 


younger,  Kersiand  younger,  Bedland  and 
Alexander  Porterfleld,  were  at  Chitterfleet,  and 
other  places  (mentioned  In  hh  depodtion),  ia 
arms,  deponet  he  beard  them  say,  they  minded 
to  go  to  the  southland  party. 

Robert  Craig,  sworn,  depones,  adheres  to  his 
former  de^ition  ;  and  further  depooea,  That  he 
saw  the  laird  of  Caldwell,  Kersiand  yoimger,  at 
Chitterfleet,  and  other  places,  and  the  rest  he 
knew  them  not,  but  heard  they  were  there. 

Patrick  Houston,  swom»  depones,  adheres  to 
his  former  deposition  in  omnilnu. 

The  assize,  by  plurality  of  voteo,  eiects  James 
Somerwel  elder  of  Drum,  in  chanedlor.  Tlie 
araize,  all  in  one  voice,  flnds  the  said  — —  Max- 
well of  Mnrrieff,  Robert  M'Clellan  of  Bal- 
mageichan,  Robert  Cannon  of  Mondmgata 
y«mnger,  Robert  Chalmers  brother  to  Gatli- 
girth,  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple,  Mr.  John  Gnthri^ 
Mr.  Alexander  Peden,  Mr.  William  Veileh, 
Mr.  John  Crookshanka,  and  PMriek  M^Nanght, 
guilty,  and  culpable  of  treaaonabie  orlmes 
specified  in  their  dittay,  of  being  In,  and  upon 
the  said  rebellion,  and  joining  with  the  said 
rebels,  and  going  alongst  with  them,  and  mardi- 
ing  with  them  with  their  hone  and  amu,  from 
place  to  place  with  the  said  rebeb ;  aa  also  the 
said  assize^  all  unanimously  in  one  toCo,  flndt 
the  said  William  Moir  of  CaldweU,  John 
Caldwell  younger,  Robert  Ker  of  Kcraland, 
Mr.  John  Cunnlnf(ham  of  Bedland,  and  Alex- 
ander Porterfield  brother  to  the  laird  of  Qqar- 
relton,  suilty,  and  culpable  of  treoaonaUe  crimes 
specified  in  their  indictments,  in  Jolnli^  and 
being  in  arms  together  in  the  said  rebdUeo, 
and  meeting  and  l«eping  oompany  tofnther  Ar 
that  aflect ;  and  of  being  present  at  ue  takiag 
of  Patrick  Houston,  senrant  to  the  eori  of 
Kglinton,  breaking  up  of  his  letters,  and  when 
he  was  kept  prisoner,  in  marching,  drawing  np^ 
and  going  alongst  with  arms  inonler,  of  josning 
together  with  tho  rebellioua  party  in  the  west, 
and  of  other  circumstances  specified  in  tkdr 
indictment,  in  respect  they  find  tho  tame 
sufficiently  proren.  J  a.  SonaawKi. 

My  loni  JusticoHgencml,  Justice-clerlE,  and 
their  assessors,  therefore,  by  the  mouth  of  Henry 
Monteith,  dempster  of  court,  decern  and  adiudce 
the  said  William  Muir  of  Caldwell,  John 
Caldwell  of  Caldwell  youocer,  Robert  Ker  of 
Kersiand  younger,  Mr.  John  Cunningham  of 
Bedland,  Alexander  Porterfleld,  brother  to  the 
laird  of  Quarrelton,  — —  Maxwell  of  Horrieff, 
Robert  M*Clellan  of  Balmagdchaa,  Robert 
Cannon  of  Mondrogate,  Robot  Chalmers 
brother  to  the  Uiird  of  Gathgirth,  Mr.  Gabriel 
Semple,  Mr.  John  Guthrie,  Mr.  Alexander 
Peden,  Mr.  William  Veitch,  Mr.  John  Crook- 
abanks,  and  PUriek  M 'Naught,  to  be  ciecutcd 


CHAP.  II.] 

to  the  treasury  for  them,  as  appears  by  his 
commission,  October  12th,  this  year,  which 
I  haTe  insert  bdow.*     Some  time  after, 
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Caldwell*s  estate  is  gifted  by    the    .  .^^ 

king  to  Dalziel.     i  liave  inserted  a 

copy  of  the  gift  as  a  note ;  f  Keniland^s  is 


1o  death,  and  demeaned  as  traitors,  when  they 
•hall  be  apprdiended,  at  such  time*  nod  places, 
and  in  saem  manner  as  my  lord  jnttica-general, 
jiiktiasrJerk,  or  Justice-depute,  shall  appoint ; 
Slid  also  decern  and  adjudge  the  forenamed 
pfreons,  and  ilk  one  of  them,  for  the  crimes 
aiUiYe-wrltten,  to  have  forfeited,  amltted,  and 
tint  all  and  sundry  their  landH,  tenements, 
aiinnal  rents,  offices,  titles,  tacks,  dignities, 
steadings,  rooms,  ponessions,  goods,  and  gear 
whatsomever,  pertaining  to  them  or  either  of 
them,  to  his  miyesty's  use;  which  was  pro- 
nounced for  doom;  whereupon  Sir  John  Nisbet 
of  Dirleton,  knight,  his  migesty's  udvocnte, 
asked  and  took  inrtruments. 

•   CommUaiom  to  tht  laird  of  £[ousehiU,  October 

ISM,  IGC^. 

We,  John,  earl  of  Rothes,  and  lord  high 
chancellor  of  Scotland,  John,  earl  of  Tweed- 
dale,  William  lord  Bellendcn,  his  majesty*s  trea- 
surer-depute, William  lord  Cochran,  and  Sir 
Robert  Murray,  oommiasioners  of  his  migesty*s 
treasury  of  the  Icingdom  of  Scotland :  forasmudi 
aa  there  are  diren  persona  within  this  kingdom 
forfeited  for  their  late  rebelUon,  and  their  whole 
mates,  heritable  and  moyeable,  by  virtue 
thereof,  fallen  and  become  in  his  majesty's 
hands ;  and  haTing  thought  fit  that  some  speedy 
eourse  be  taken  for  introiDDitting  with  the  rents 
and  duties  of  the  said  estates,  and  inventory  of 
the  halll  goods  and  gear  moveable  belongin|f  to 
them  ;  and,  in  order  thereunto^  neoesmry  it  is 
that  some  confident  person  be  employed  and 
eomm  Wonated  for  uplifting  the  rents  and  duties 
of  their  lands,  and  taking  inventory  of  their 
BMyveaUe  goods  and  gear,  which  pertained  to 
them  the  time  of  the  late  rebellion ;  and  being 
fully  assured  of  the  foithfulneso  and  diligence  of 
James  Dunlopof  Househill,  and  of  his  fitness  for 
uplifting  of  tlie  eamev  and  of  that  charge  and 
tmsl:  wherefore  to  have  given  and  grante<], 
llkeoo  vre,  by  thir  preaents,  give  and  grant  full 
powvand  commission  to  the  said  James  Dnnlop, 
Us  foclon,  servants,  and  others  in  his  name,  for 
whom  ho  will  be  answerable,  to  collect,  uplift, 
Intromit  with,  and  receive  all  and  haill  the  rents, 
mails,  forms,  kains,  and  duties,  of  the  lands, 
banmloB,  and  othen  lying  in  the  sheriffdom  of 
Renfrew  and  Ayr,  of  the  crop  and  year  of  one 
thousand  six  hundred  threescore  and  seven, 
ami  sikl  ike  of  all  years  and  terms  bygone^  resting 
■■paid,  and  yeany  and  timely  in  time  coming, 
whieh  pertained  of  before  to  tne  persons  under- 
written, vfak  William  Mnir  of  Caldwell,  Robert 
Ker  younger  of  Kersland,  Mr.  John  Cunning- 
hsB  of  Bedhmd,  WilUam  POrterfield  of  Qnar- 
ndton,  Alexander  Porterfield  his  brother,  mi^ur 
Joorah  Learroont  of  Newholm,  within  the ;. 
sheriffdom  foresaid,  for  his  nu^esty's  use ;  with  : 
power  also  to  him  to  take  exact  inventory  of 
their  haiU  moveable  goods  and  gsar,  and  to 
aeeure  the  same  until  further  onler  for  that 
effect :  aud  upon  the  receipt  of  the  said  rents  and 
duties,  or  a  part  and  portion  thereof,  acquittances 
and  dischai^es,  in  his  own  name,  to  give, 
snliecribe,  and  deliver,  which  shall  be  sufficient 
to  the  receivers;  arrmt,  poind,  and  dlstrenxie, 
XhrrefoiT,  Ma  accordt  of  the  law;  Bad  genertJJy  ' 


all  and  sundry  other  things  neccssar  and  requi- 
site to  do  in  the  premises,  use  and  exerce, 
sildike^  and  as  freely  in  all  respects,  as  we  might 
do  therein  ourselves,  if  we  were  pemonuly 
present ;  and  also  to  call,  follow,  charge  person- 
ally, herefore,  promising  to  hold  firm,  stable,  &c. 
providing  always  that  the  said  James  Dunlop 
make  count  and  reckoning,  and  payment  to  us, 
or  any  having  our  order,  of  all  such  sums  of 
money  as  he  or  his  foresaids  shall  receive,  by 
virtue  of  his  present  coram isslon,  which  vt 
hereby  declared  to  endure,  until  hn  he  di^tchargnl 
by  lis  in  writ  (registration).  We  have  sub- 
scribed thir  presents  with  our  hands,  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  12th  d<'iy  of  October,  1667,  before 
thir  witnesses,  Mr.  Andrew  Oswald  and 
Thomas  Moncrief,  clerks  of  exchequer. 

IlOTHES,  ISBLLKXnEN, 

TWEEDDALF.,        CoCnilAN. 

A.  Oswald,  witness. 
Thomas  Monckief,  witness. 

f   Gift  of  CaJdwtirt  estate  to  Dahiel,  Juhj  1 1/A. 

1670. 

Charles  R. 
Our  sovereign  lord  considering  the  good  aiitl 
folthful  service  done  to  his  nu^esty,  and  his 
majesty^s  most  rojnul  father,  of  ever-blessed 
memory,  by  his  mi^esty's  right  trusty  and  well 
beloved  general,  Thomas  Dalziel  of  ^inns,  lieu- 
tenant-general of  his  minesty's  late  forces  within 
his  mi\jesty*s  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  at 
several  occasions,  but  chiefly  in  the  month  of 
November,  1666,  bypast,  by  suppressinjjp  the 
battle  of  a  considerable  number  of  nis  nugesty's 
disloyal  subjects  of  the  foresaid  kingflom,  woo, 
with  their  associates,  most  unnaturally  rose  in 
arms  against  his  mi^esty's  authority  and  laws, 
intending  to  have  overturned  the  same,  and 
wronged  his  mtgesty's  good  and  loyal  subjects ; 
besides  divers  other  gMd  services  done  to  his 
nugesty  by  the  said  general  Thomas  Ualziel,  by 
his  skilful  conduct  of  the  foresaid  forces,  to  the 
terror  of  the  native  traitors,  and  of  his  miycsty's 
foreign  enemies,  who  endeavoured  to  have  dis- 
turbed and  invaded  the  foresaid  kingdom  of 
Scotland ;  as  also  his  nugesty  being  sensible  of 
the  good  service  likewise  done  to  his  migesty,  in 
his  kingdom  of  Scotland,  by  the  said  general 
Thomas  Dalziel;  and  also  understanding  that 
the  said  general  lliomas  Dalziel  has  sustained 
great  losses,  and  undergone  very  much  hardship 
and  iiufferiuffs,  by  Iom  imprisonment,  baniith- 
ramt,  and  oUierwise,  for  his  constant  loyalty  to 
his  mijesty ;  and  bis  mi^esty  being  most  willing, 
for  his  further  encouragement  to  persist  in  his 
loyal  actings,  to  confer  some  signal  favours  upon 
him :  therefore  his  miyesty,  for  himself,  and  as 
prince  and  steward  of  Scotland,  with  advice 
and  consent  of  his  majesty's  right  trusty  couMins 
and  counsellors,  &c  John  earl  of  Rothes,  &r. 
high  chancellor  of  the  said  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
John  earl  of  l^auderdale  sole  secretary  of  state 
of  the  same  kingdom,  John  eurl  of  Tweedale, 
William  lord  Bellendcn  his  majesty's  trea- 
»urer-d(?putp,  William  earl  of  Dundonnld,  and 
his  majesty's  trusty  cowu^WoT,  ^\t  \\.v\«t\ 
Murray  late  juslice-cAevV,  Yua  i«v?iV*W*  *^^^^- 
missicncr  for  the    Irca&ury,  ^ounV^tvAVtn,  >xvA 
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treoiurj  of  hit  nu^ettr't  new  augmentatkmM ; 
and  alio  with  adrica  and  consent  of  the  remanent 
lord*  and  other  commiieionera  of  ezcheqaer, 
ordaini  a  charter  to  he  past  under  his  mijeet7*8 

f;reat  seal  of  the  foreiaid  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
u  due  form,  givinjr,  granting,  and  diaiMming  to 
the  Mid  genial  l'm>mat  Dabtiel,  hia  heira  and 
anignees  whataomever,  heritably  and  irrerocably, 
all  and  Bundry  the  landa  and  otaera  under-writ- 
ten, to  wit,  ail  and  haill  the  fiye-pound  land  of 
Knockward,  and  the  five-merk  land  of  Douni- 
flat,  with  the  towers,  fortilaces,  manor-places, 
houses,  biggings,  ^'ards,  orchards,  tofts,  crofts, 
mills,  woods,  fishings,  commonties,  pasturages, 
coals,  coal-heughs,  mosses,  muirs,  meadows^ 
tenants,  tenandries,  ser\'ice  of  free  tenants,  an- 
nexes, connexes,  depeudaucea,  parts,  pendicles, 

,  and  pertinents  thereof  whatsomeverjying  within 
the  bailfary  of  Cunningham,  and  sheriffdom  of 
Ayr;  all  and  sundry  the  tiend-sheaves,  or  par- 
flonsge-tiends  of  the  same  lands  of  Kuockward, 
with  the  pertinents ;  all  and  haill  the  five-pound 
land  of  Knockmade,  and  five-merk  land  of 
Easter  Cald  wells,  with  the  towers,  fortilacos, 
manor-places,  houses,  bigsings,  yards^  orchards, 
tofts,  crofts,  mi  lis,  woods,  fislungs,  mosses,  muln, 
meadows,  commonties,  pasturages,  coals,  coaU 
heughs,  tenants,  tenandries,  service  of  free 
tenants,  annexes,  connexes,  dependances,  parts, 
pendicles,  and  pertinents  thereof  whatsomever, 
lying  within  tfie  sheriffdom  of  Renfrew:  all 
and  haill  the  ten-mark  land  of  Kittockside,  with 
the  tower,  fortllace,  manor-place,  houses,  big- 
gings, 3rards,  orchards,  tofts,  crofts,  mills,  woods, 
fishings,  mosses,  muirs,  meadows,  commonties, 
pasturages,  coals,  coal-heughs,  tenants,  tenan- 
dries, service  of  free  tenants,  annexes,  conuoxes, 
dependances,  parts,  pendicles,  and  pertiuents  of 
the  same  whatsomever,  lying  within  the  sheriff- 
dom of  Lanark :  and  wo  all  and  sundry  the 
tlend-sheares,  or  parsonage-tiends  of  the  same 
lands  of  Kittockside,  and  five-merk  land  of 
Easter  Cald  wells,  above  rehearsed,  with  the 
pertinents :  all  and  haill  the  lands  of  Kij^pelrlg, 
called  of  old  a  'temple  land,'  with  theprivjlege  of 
the  common  mulr  of  Renfrew,  for  pasturage 
thereof,  with  housei^  biggings,  yards,  tofts,  crofEs» 
parts,  pendicles,  and  pertinents  thereof  whatsom- 
ever, lying  within  the  pariah  of  Mearns,  and  sher- 
iffdom of  llenfrew:  all  and  haill  the  tiend-sheaves 
or  parsonage-tiends  of  the  foresaid  lands  of 
KIppelrig,  with  the  pertinents.  Which  lands, 
tienas  and  others  above- written,  pertained  heri- 
tably of  before  to  William  Muir  late  of  Cald- 
well,  at  leiist  to  some  of  his  predecessors,  to 
irhom  he  is  apparent  hetr  of  the  same  lands, 
and  others  above  rehearsed,  holden  by  him  or 
them,  or  some  one  or  more  of  them,  immediately 
of  his  mnjfKty,  fur  himself,  and  as  prince  and 
steward  of  Scotland ;  and  are  now  fiUlen  and 
become  In  his  mi^esty's  hands,  and  at  his  majes- 
ty's g\{t  and  disposition,  for  himself,  ana  as 
prince  and  steward  of  Scotland,  by  reason  of 
forfeiture,  by  the  privilege  of  his  maiesty's  crown, 
laws  and  practique  of  the  foresaid  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  through  the  said  William  Muir  his 
Joining  in  arms  with  the  disloyal  and  seditious 
penoDB  in  the  irrat,  who  of  late  appeared  in 

arms  In  m  despriutc  avl  uvowed  rebellion  against 


hii  brother'a  to  Mr,  John  Hamilton  of 
Halleraig.*  The  copies  of  the  gifts  are 
before  me,  but  being  all  the  same,  mvtatu 


his  mifjesty,  hia  government,  and  lawa,  of  inten- 
tion to  have  overturned  the  same,  if  they  bad 
not  be«i  defeat  in  battle^  as  said  la»  Andtbongh 
all  elameney  was  ofitred  to  the  said  William 
Mnbr,  jret  be  has  refused  the  aaaae ;  for  which 
wild  act  above  rehearsed,  af  riainf  la  mrwom,  as 
aaid  1%  he  ia  declared  trailer  to  his  mi^caly,  and 
all  hia  landa,  gooda  and  gear  iorfeitad,  aa  in  the 
aentenoe  and  doom  of  forfeiture,  |lv«n  aod  pva- 
nounoed  againal  him  by  Us  nugeaty**  Jaaliea- 
general  of  the  aaid  kingdom  of  Seadand,  hia 
mi^ty'a  juatiee^^lerk  thereof,  and  the  aaaesaaia 
appointed  to  them  by  hia  nudeatj'a  privj  eonadl 
or  the  aame  kingdom,  upon  toe  «>-  day  of  Angna^ 
one  Uiousand  six  hundred  sixty  and  aevan  vcan^ 
bypast,  at  more  length  is  oontaincd.  Ana  far- 
ther, to  the  effect  the  foresaid  donatora  and 
grant  mav  be  the  more  valid  and  effiactaal,  hia 
nudesty,  n»r  himaelf,  and  aa  prince  and  etaward 
of  Scotland,  with  advice  and  oonaent  above  apaoi- 
fied,  haa  disaolved,  and  by  the  tenor  of  the  aaU 
charter,  for  hia  m^eaty  and  hia  aiiffe— ira,  kiaa» 
prineea,  and  atewarda  of  Scotland,  diaaolvaa  the 
wlwle  landa,  tienda  and  othcia  abovi^writteai 
from  hia  nuO^T**  crown  and  patrimony  therao^ 
and  of  Ikia  aueoaasora,  prineea  and  atewarda  af 
Scotland,  to  be  peaecably  braikcd,  Jovaad^  aet^ 
need,  and  diapooed  upon  by  the  aala  goieral 
Thomaa  Dalziel,  and  nia  above  apecifledy  herit* 
ably  and  irrevocably  In  all  time  eomiog.  And 
in  teetimony  thereof,  hia  mi^^aty,  for  himaBi( 
and  aa  prince  and  ateward  of  Scotland>  with 
advice  imd  oonaent  foresaid,  of  hia  m^iastv^ 
eertein  knowledge,  proper  motive,  authontv 
royal,  and  kingly  poarer,  haa  made,  eractail 
created,  united,  annexed,  and  incorporated,  and 
by  the  tenor  of  the  foresaid  duoter,  for  Ma 
mi^eaty  and  hia  auoceaaera,  kings,  prineea  and 
atewaida  of  Scotland,  nuikea^  erecta,  crsatai, 
unitea,annexea,  and  incorporates  the  whaK»  land% 
tienda  and  others  rcepective  above  meatkmcd,  ia 
an  haill  and  free  barony,  to  be  called  now  and  in 
all  time  coming  the  barony  of  ordalniaf 

the  foresaid  tower,  fortilace^  and  manor-plaoa 
of  to  tie  the  principal  meaauaga  oif  the 

aame  barony ;  and  willa  and  granta,  and  for 
hia  mi^eaty  and  hia  aucoeasors,  kinga»  prlneai^ 
and  atewarda  of  Scotland,  decema,  and  erdalna, 
that  a  saaioe,  now  to  be  tiUcen  by  the  aaid  fencral 
Thomaa  Dalsiel,  and  by  hia  heira  and  sugcsaaora 
above  raheareed,  in  all  time  coming,  at  the 
foreaaid  tower,  fortilace,  and  manorwplaea  of 
or  at  any  other  part  or  plaoe  of  any 


*  Mr.  Wodrow,  in  additiona  and  emandatioiia 
printtid  in  the  8d  vol.  of  hb  History,  has  the 
following  notice:—"  When  I  was  giving  aouir 
account  of  the  disposal  of  the  forfeited  estates 
after  Tentland,  in  common  course  with  the 
rest,  I  noticed  that  the  hiitd  of  Wisliaw  and 
lia^lcraig  had  nujor  Learmond*s  and  Quarrel- 
ton's  given  themTlt  would  be  remembered  that 
these  two  gentlemen  had  the  gifta  of  these 
estates,  not  as  general  Dalziel  and  others  men- 
tioned, but  through  interest  made  for  the 
gentlemen  forfeited,  and  for  their  behoof,  o»  I 
am  lufuTmed  a\ncc.''^— Ed. 


CHAP.  II.]  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

mutandU^  it  is  needless  to  swell  the  notes 
with  them.  I  find  the  king  is  prevailed 
with  to  pardon  Robert  Chalmers,  condemned 
at  this   time,  in  the  year  1669,  and  I  set 
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nf  tfae  laiuU  abore-mfntloned,  shall  stand  and 
be  a  sofflcient  sasine  for  the  iiaiiM  halll  landa, 
tiendi,  and  othrra  above  niheaned,  novr  unStrd 
in  the  fomaid  barony,  aa  said  is ;  but  any  other 
■peeUl  or  particular  saslne^  to  be  taken  b^  him 
or  thnn  at  any  ocber  part  or  place  thereof  not* 
withstanding  the  laine  lie  not  contiguous  and 
tocether,  but  in  diver*  Jurisdictions :  anent  the 
which  mines,  and  all  that  shall  ibllow  there- 
upon, his  inigesty,  for  himself,  and  as  prince 
and  steward  of  Scotland,  with  consent  abore 
rehearsed,  has  dispensed,  and  by  the  tenor  of 
the  said  charter,  for  his  in^Jesty  and  his  succes- 
Mira,  kings,  princes,  and  stewards  of  ScotUind, 
dispenses  for  ever :  to  be  holden,  and  to  be  held 
all  and  sundry  the  lands,  tlends,  and  others 
respectiTO  above-mentioned,  all  erected  in  the 
f«ireaald  barony,  and  Ijring  as  said  Is,  to  the  said 
fCenwal  Thomas  Dalzlel  and  his  abore-written, 
of  his  mxjesty  and  his  successors,  princes,  and 
ittewvds  of  Scotland,  immediate  lawful  supe- 
riors thereof  for  the  time,  in  fee,  heritage,  and 
free  barony  for  ever,  by  all  the  rights,  miethes, 
and  Dsarches  thereof,  old  and  divided,  as  the  same 
lies  in  length  and  breadth,  in  housss,  biggings, 
&c  mills,  multures,  tsc  hawking,  hunting,  fish- 
ing, fte.  with  court,  plaint,  bereseid,  &c.  and  with 
furk,  fok,  socle,  sack,  thole,  thame,  vert,  wraik, 
waith,  ware,  venison,  ontfanff-thlef,  infang-thief, 
pit  and  gallows,  ftc  and  all  and  sundry  other 
commodities,  fto.   fresly  and  quietly,  but  any 
revocation,  &r.  givinff  yearly  the  said  general 
Thomas  Dalzlel  and  his  abovfr-wrltten,  to  his 
DU^esty  and  his  successors,  princes  and  stewards 
of  Scotland,  for  the  haitl  lauds  and  others  above 
rehearsed,  except  tlie  tlends,  rights,  services,  and 
duties  of  the  same  lands,  and  others  above-men- 
tioned, erected  in  the  foresaid  barony,  as  said  Is, 
ought  and  wont  therefore,  before  the  forfeiture 
ibove  specified  allenarly;    and  for  the  tiends 
above  apedfied,  the  bleneli*duties,  or  other  duties 
stidcbted  for  the  same  by  the  said  William  Muir, 
before  his  foresaid  forfeiture  allenarly.     Likeas, 
his  m^asty,  with  advics  and  consent  foresaid, 
faith foUy  promits,  in  verba  nrineipU,  to  cause 
ratify  and  approve  the  foresaid  charter,  with  the 
prseept  and  instrument  of  sasine  to  follow  there- 
upon,   and  dhaolotion  above  exprest,  iu  his 
mi^tj's  next  parliament,  to  be  holden  withiu 
the  said  kingdom  of  Scothiud,  and  that  with 
ronscnt  of  the  estates  thereof;    aiid  that  the 
fiiresaid  charter  shall  be  a  sufficient  warmiit 
for  that  elTrct :  as  also  hi.n  majesty,  with  B<lvice 
Mid  ronseut  foresaid,  onlaint  tlmt  precepts  be 
ilirected  orderly  hereupon,   in  form  ns  eifeirs. 
Civcn  at  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  eleventh 
day  of  July  1670,  and  of  Ids  mi\jeBtyVi  reign,  the 
twenty-second  year. 


1CC7. 


do¥Fn  below*  a  copy  of  his  pardon, 
that  the  reader  may  have  all  the 
view    I  can  give  him  of  this  affiiir,    all 
together. 


Roth  KB,  Chanc. 

TWEKDOAI.B, 
Kl!(CAaDKK, 
DUKIMINALD, 
ISEI.LKyDSM, 


MAaiRHAL, 
IlALKKarON, 
Jo.   NlilBl.T, 
Jo.  HUMK, 
Ch.  MAITI.AHP. 


*  RemissioH  to  Rchert  Chalmers,  June  21  ft. 


1669. 


CHAaLIES  R. 


Compositio  G.  lib.  13.  8. 
llegistrate  2Gth  StptenJ'rr,  1(170. 


Our  sovereign  lord,  out  of  hi^  special  grace 
and  favour,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his 
msiesty*s  right  trusty  and  well  beloved  cousins 
and  counsellors,  John  earl  of  Rothes,  &c.  lord 
high  chancelkrr  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
Jonn  earl  of  I^auderdsile  sole  secretary  of  state, 
Alexander  earl  of  Kinrnrdin,  WllJllam  lord 
Cochran,  William  lord  Dellenden  his  maJesty^s 
treasurer-dej)utR,  and  nf  \m  msjesty's  trusty 
counsellor.  Sir  llobert  Murray  late  justlce-clerls, 
commissioners  of  his  majesty's  treasury,  comp- 
tmllery,  and  treasury  of  new  augmentations 
withiu  the  said  kingdom,  and  also  nf  the  remar- 
nent  lords  commissioners  of  his  majesty's  trea- 
sury and  exchequer  of  the  said  kingdom,  onluius 
a  letter  to  be  past  and  expede  under  his  m^csty's 
great  seal  of  the  same  Kingdom,  in  due  form, 
remitting,  pardoning,  and  forgiving :  likeas,  his 
majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  by 
the  tenor  hereof,  remits,  psjrdons,  and  for  ever 
freely  forgives    to   Robert  Chalmers    brother 

Eerman  to  John  Chalmers  of  Gathglrth,  that 
einous  crime  committed  by  him  in  joining 
himself  to,  and  remaining  with  those  who  arose 
in  the  late  rebellion,  in  anno  1666,  and  of  all 
pains  and  punishments  that  mav  be  inflicted 
upon  him  In  his  person  or  goods  therefore,  and 
aU  decreets  and  soutencen  of  forfeiture  (if  any 
be)  pronounced  against  him  for  the  same,  with 
all  action  and  pursuit,  rivil  and  criminal,  that 
may  be  any  ways  moved  or  intended  against 
him  thereanent :  ordaining  hereby  the  foresaid 
crime  never  to  be  rememl^red  against  the  said 
Robert  Chalmers,  but  remain  in  oblivion  for 
ever,  siklike  as  if  the  same  had  never  been 
committed  by  htm ;  and  that  the  said  letter  be 
further  extended  in  the  best  form,  with  all 
clauses  needful,  and  that  precepts  be  orderly 
directed  hereupon  in  foi*m  as  effeirs.  Given  ut 
the  court  at  Whitehnll,  the  Slst  day  of  June, 
1669,  and  of  his  majesty's  reign  the  81st  year. 

RfiTURs,  Chancel.    HAi.KraTov, 
TwcEnuAi.K,  Jo.  Gii.Mora, 

KlNt-AROlN,  Jo.   NiSBLT, 

Dl'NlrOKAI.n,  Jo.   lIl'MK, 

Masishai^  Ch.  Maitlaxp, 

Argvlk,  Jo.  Wauciioi'. 

UegUtrntv  lOth  July,  16C9. 

Alay  it  please  your  majesty. 

These  contain  your  maji-sty's  gracious  remis- 
sion, in    favours  of  Robert  Chnliners  brother 
german  to  John  Chalmers  of  Gathgirth,  for  the 
1  rebelUuus  rriuic  committed  by  him,  through  his 
,  joining  iu  arm*(  with  the^w  who   were  in  tiic 
I  lata  relirllion,  in  anno  l(i66,  and  of  »ll  artiun, 
civil  and  criuiinul,  that  may  be  moved  ugaiust 
.  him  for  the  same. 

Cnniposllin  0  Vih.  \^,  Vd. 
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twenty  pouncU  for  speaking  to  his  own  son, 


-^^.  Here  I  would  put  an  end  to  thb 
section ;  but  the  sufferings  of  several 
other  gentlemen  and  heritors,  upon  the 
account  of  this  risbg  at  Pentland,  offer 
themselves  to  me.  Most  of  them  were 
forfeited,  but  I  have  not  the  dates,  and  so  I 
shall  cast  them  together  in  this  place,  with 
some  hints  at  the  sore  oppression  of  their 
fiunilies  in  the  succeeding  years.  The 
sufierings  of  the  family  of  Roberton,  in  the 
parish  of  Borgue,  in  Galloway,  deserve  a 
room  here ;  and  I  give  a  hint  at  them  from 
an  attested  account  now  before  me.  John 
Gordon  of  Largmore,  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  William  Gordon  of  Roberton,  joined 
with  other  gentlemen  in  the  attempt  at 
Pentland,  where  the  said  William  Gordon 
was  killed,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  country 
where  he  lived,  and  his  own  family,  his  aged 
father  having  no  more  sons.  John  Gordon 
was  very  sore  wounded,  and  lost  much 
blood;  through  this,  and  his  lying  in  the 
fields  some  nights  afler  the  engagement, 
when  he  came  home  to  his  own  house,  in 
a  few  days  he  died,  and  escaped  the  fury  of 
the  persecutors,  who  were  resolved  to  carry 
him  to  Edinburgh  in  a  litter.  Great  was 
the  trouble  Mary  Gordon  of  Roberton  was 
put  to,  after  her  husband  and  brother's 
death,  mostly  from  the  instigation  of  the 
curate  of  the  place.  Afler  Bothwell-bridge 
she  was  very  hardly  dealt  with,  by  frequent 
quarterings  of  soldiers,  im{>osing  of  fines  for 
her  nonconformity.  At  one  time  the  soldiers 
took  two  good  horses  from  her ;  at  another 
time  a  party  of  dragoons  carried  off  almost 
all  in  the  house.  They  emptied  the  feather 
beds,  and  packed  up  the  rest  of  the  house- 
hold stuff  in  them,  and  carried  it  off.  She 
had  almost  nothing  valuable  left  her.  In 
a  short  time  they  came  again,  and  carried 
her,  and  her  only  son,  John  (Gordon,  a  boy, 
to  prison,  and  two  of  her  servants,  who 
were  both  banished  to  America.  She  and 
her  son,  for  mere  nonconformity,  continued 
some  time  there,  to  their  considerable  loss 
in  person  and  purse.  In  the  (year)  1685,  a 
company  of  Highlanders  quartered  some 
days  in  Roberton,  destroying  every  thing. 
Her  tenants  were  sadly  oppressed  for  the 
sake  of  this  good  family.  One  of  them, 
John  Sprat,  was  plundered,  and  fined  in 


who  had  been  at  BothwelL  Horses  and 
cows  were  taken  from  others  of  them :  but 
particulars  would  be  endless. 

I  shall  next  consider  the  sufferings  of  the 
fiunily  of  8undayweU»  in  the  pazish  of 
Dunsoore.  We  have  already  heard  how 
this  gentleman,  James  Kirko,  was  taken  at 
Edinbui^  in  the  year  1660,  with  Mr.  James 
Guthrie,  and  others,  and  put  in  prison, 
where  he  was  kept  near  four  months.  He 
could  not  escape  Middletoa*s  finest  and 
paid  of  fine,  with  ridii^^oney,  six  hundred 
pounds ;  at  another  time,  for  nonconformity, 
he  was  fined  in  two  hundred  pounds.  In 
the  year  1666,  Sir  James  Turner  exacted 
from  him  five  hundred  merks  of  church 
fines,  and  he  paid  two  hundred  pounds  for 
the  soldiers  quartered  on  him.  In  October, 
by  the  severities  of  the  soldiers,  and  dieir 
continual  spoiling  of  his  house,  he  was 
obliged  to  dismiss  his  fiunily,  and  betake 
himself  to  a  wandering  lot.  This  gave 
occasion  to  the  persecutors  to  believe  he 
was  at  Pentland ;  but  that  could  never  be 
evinced.  However,  by  the  severities  after, 
he  was  forced  to  leave  the  kingdom  for  three 
years ;  and  then,  to  his  dying  day,  he  was 
vexed  by  the  lord  Lyon,  with  a  process  of 
forfeiture,  in  which  he  was  forced  to  expend 
a  great  deal  of  money :  before  it  ended,  he 
got  out  of  all  his  troubles,  by  a  comfortable 
death  in  the  Lord. 

James  M'Clellan,  who  succeeded  him  in 
what  remained  of  the  estate  of  Sundaywell, 
had  no  small  share  of  the  hardships  of  these 
times.  Upon  a  mere  all^gance  he  had  been 
at  Pentland,  when  not  yet  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  was  forced  to  flee  to  the  mountains, 
where  he,  with  some  others,  lulled  fitxn 
November  last,  till  February  15th  this  year, 
when  Mr.  M'Clellan  ventured  nearer  home 
to  get  some  clothes  and  other  necessaries, 
with  a  design  to  leave  the  kingdom.  That 
day  he  was  apprehended  by  a  party  of  Sir 
William  Bannantyne*s  men,  and  brought  to 
their  garrison  at  Earlstoun,  and  there  put 
into  a  vault  with  some  other  prisoners.  Sir 
William  most  cruelly  tortured  him  with 
fiery  matches  betwixt  his  fingers,  and  would 
force  him  to  tell  matters  he  knew  nothing 
about.    After  some  time,  he  was  carried 


\ 
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prisoner  to  Glasgow,  and  from  thence  to 
Linlithgow,  where  general  Dalziel,  for  a 
fortnight,  would  not  so  much  as  allow  the 
prisoners  a  ItUle  straw  to  lie  upon;  from 
thence  to  Ldth,  where  he  was  in  great 
straits  for  meat;  and  at  length  he  was 
brought  up  to  the  Canongate  tolbooth, 
where  the  prisoners  had  much  kindness 
from  the  good  people  in  Edinburgh. 
There  he  continued  till  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, when  he  was  examined  by  the 
council;  and  upon  his  refusing  the  decla- 
ration, with  fifteen  others,  was  banished  to 
the  plantations,  but  happily  broke  prison, 
and  escaped.  When  he  came  to  the  south 
i^n,  about  fire  years  after  this,  and  was 
married  by  Mr.  Robert  Archbald,  minister 
of  the  parish,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
curates,  he  was  cited  before  the  council  for 
clandestine  marriage ;  where,  after  much 
trouble  and  charges,  he  got  off  Within  a 
littie,  the  parish  of  Dunscore  was  fined, 
for  alleged  robbery  committed  on  the  minis- 
ter, in  fire  thousand  merks,  though,  by  the 
cunite'B  own  acknowledgment,  the  whole 
parish  was  innocent.  His  shore  came  to 
six  hundred  pounds.  In  the  year  1678,  for 
refusing  the  bond  when  prised,  he  was 
forced  to  leave  his  family  for  six  weeks,  and 
hide.  In  the  month  of  April  that  year,  an 
order  came  for  Nithsdale  militia  to  go  into 
Lanarkshire,  and  oppress  honest  people 
there.  James  refusing  to  go,  or  send  any 
Id  his  room,  was  fined  in  eighty  pounds. 
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this  is  taken,  he  says,  was  the 
saddest  day  ever  he  saw,  and  desires 
to  mourn  for  this  fall  all  his  days.  Indeed, 
he  gave  sufficient  evidence  of  the  sincerity 
of  his  repentance.  At  the  next  drcuit, 
1684,  he  appeared  with  the  rest  of  the 
heritors,  apprehending  no  more  hazard :  but 
when  all  were  again  made  to  renew  that 
oath,  which,  he  says,  had  been  to  him  as  a 
fire  in  his  bosom,  he  retired,  and  fled  home ; 
but  vma  soon  apprehended,  and  with  diffi^ 
culty  got  off)  with  giving  a  bond  of  five 
thousand  merks,  to  appear  when  called. 
Afler  this,  by  Stonehouse  he  was  forced, 
with  his  wife  and  infants,  to  quit  his  house 
in  the  middle  of  winter,  and  wandered  in 
mosses  and  mountains,  without  any  settied 
abode,  until  the  liberty.  By  Barscob's 
forfeiture  he  lost  his  whole  patrimony,  and 
the  donator  would  never  give  him  a  fiu'thing. 
In  the  (year)  1685,  his  house  was  plundered 
by  the  garrison  of  Dalswinton.  But  I  must 
leave  this  good  man,  from  whose  attested 
account  of  his  sufl*erings  we  may  guess  at 
the  severities  many  others  were  trysted  with. 
James  Callane,  merchant  in  Dumfries,  was 
forfeited  some  time  after  Pentland,  but  his 
being  there  was  never  proven;  he  was 
indeed  present,  being  dwelling  in  the  town, 
at  the  taking  of  Sir  James  Turner  ;  but  no 
other  guilt  was  ever  made  out  against  him, 
but  mere  nonconformity.  In  the  years 
1662  and  1663,  for  refusing  to  hear  the 
curates,  he  paid  for  a  year's  space,   forty 


Upon  the  9th  of  May,  1679,  he  was  taken  I  pence  every  Monday  for  himself  and  wife. 


out  of  his  house  by  fifteen  dragoons,  without 
any  reason  given,  and  carried  to  the  prison 
of  Dumfries,  and  firom  thence  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  continued  till  the  middle  of  July. 
For  clerks  and  jailors*  fees  here,  he  was  two 


He  underwent  much  trouble,  and  several 
imprisonments,  for  his  parliament-fine  five 
hundred  merks,  and  paid  the  half  of  it,  and 
fifteen  pounds  sterling  riding-money,  and 
more  by  fur  than  the  other  half  in  expenses. 


hundred  and  eight  pounds.  He  met  with  \  and  clerks'  fees,  to  get  his  discharge.  Sir 
much  trouble  in  the  (year)  1672  for  gather-  ;  James  Turner,  before  Pentland,  exacted 
ing  some  money  for  the  necessity  of  some  considerable  sums  of  money  from  him. 
prisoners,  and  was  indicted  before  the  When  he  was  declared  rebel,  most  unjustly,  , 
justiciary,  and  escaped  with  much  charges. '  after  Pentland,  he  left  the  kingdom,  and  was 
At  the  circuit  held  at  Dumfries  by  the  lord  !  seven  years  in  the  East  Indies.  At  his 
C^tlehill,  Forret,  and  others,  he  was '  return,  he  was  taken  by  Claverhouse,  and 
indicted  for  reset  and  converse,  because  two  :  imprisoned  at  Dumfries  fourteen  months, 
ministers  had  lodged  in  his  house  one  and  at  Edinburgh  a  year  and  a  half;  after 
night,  and  was  imprisoned,  and  forced  to  !  which  he  was  banished  to  Carolina,  where 
take  the  test  the  2d  of  August  thereafter ;  he  died.  When  the  accowtvU  o^  >^\«  cuca^ 
which,  in  his  tSgned  account  from  which  /  home,  his  wife  and  d«a|^ten  ^V  \>\n^^vr& 
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were  attacked  for  nonconformity,    plenishing :  all  thii  for  mere  nonconformitr, 
and  spoiled  of  any  thing  they  had,   and  vrathout  any  process  agunst  him.    At 

one  time  he  was  imprisoned  at  Edtnbur]gh 
three  and  thirty  weeks,  and  at  another  three 
months,  precisely  for  refusing  die  test.  Thus 
we  have  some  acocnnt  of  the  se? erities  and 


and  forced  to  wander  up  and  down  in  the 
hills  and  mountains,  for  three  years  and  a 
half. 
Robert  Lennox  of  Plumptoun 


duced  to  great  losses  and  straits  before  the  forfeitures  immediately  after  the  defeat  at 
revolution,  as  appears  by  a  petition  under  P^tland.  The  sufferings  of  several  other 
his  hand,  now  in  mine  eye.    Afler  Pentland,   excellent  persons  upon  this  score,  will  come 


though  I  cannot  find  he  was  there,  his 
estate,  worth  two  thousand  mcrks  yearly, 
with  a  good  house  upon  it,  was  taken  from 
htm,  and  he  forced  to  flee  to  England,  where 
he  was  for  three  years  in  a  wandering 
condition*  At  length,  with  his  wife  and 
children,  he  went  over  to  Ireland,  and 
settled  at  Glenevie,  where,  the  Lord  bless- 
bg  his  labours  in  merchandizing,  he  came  to 
have  a  good  stock,  and  was  very  usefol  to 
get  a  presbyterian  minister  settled  there, 
where  none  had  ever  been.  For  thb  he 
was  persecuted  by  the  bishop  and  his  official, 
and  excommunicated,  and  upwards  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds  sterling  taken 
from  him,  whereby  he  was  reduced  to 
beggary  almost  Some  relief  was  got  to 
him  by  my  lord  Granade,  and  some  others, 
and  he  ventured  over  to  Scotland,  and 
raised  a  process  against  the  donator  of  his 
estate,  a  papist.  When  he  produced  his 
charter  of  his  lands,  it  was  taken  firom  him, 
and  he  cast  in  prison,  where,  through  bad 
treatment,  he  was  brought  very  near  death, 
and  got  out;  and  afterwards  lived  upon 
charity  till  the  revolution.  All  this  he 
narrates  in  his  petition,  which  u  all  I  know 
about  him. 

I  find  another  person,  Thomas  Lennox  of 
Plumptoun,  in  an  attested  account  of  the 
sufTeriiigs  of  the  parish  of  Borguc,  a  very 
considerable  sufierer.  I  cannot  learn 
whether  ho  be  any  relation  of  the  former, 
but  the  particular  hardships  he  was  under, 
before  and  since  Pentland,  are  in  short; 
Sir  James  Turner  extorted  from  him  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  pounds;  and,  being 
imprisoned  a  great  part  of  two  years,  his 
fees  to  jailors,  &c,  cost  him  two  hundred 
pounds:  extorted  by  Sir  Williiun  Bannan- 
tyne,  two  hundred  sixty-six  pounds,  thir- 
teen shillings,  four  pennies,  besides  loss  of 
/u9  whole  crop,  and  most  of  his  household-  \  press  l\ve  decVextXioii  u\ioq  all  presb^terians 


in  in  the  progress  of  this  history.  It  is 
time  now  to  come  forward  to  the  account  ot 
other  occurrences  this  year,  and  to  the 
stopping  the  severities  in  part  by  the  dis- 
banding the  army,  bond  of  peace,  and 
indemnity. 

SECT.  II. 

0/  the  state  of  things  during  the  r^st  of  Unt 
year,  the  disbanding  the  army,  bond  oj 
peace,  and  indemnity. 

It  remains  now  that  I  lead  the  raader 
in  a  little  to  the  reasons  and  method  of 
putting  some  stop  to  such  heavy  pctaeeu* 
tion.  The  bishops  and  their  party,  who 
had  been  the  occasion  of  the  nisiDg  the 
oppressing  army,  use  all  their  interest  to 
continue  and  keep  it  up ;  and  here  joined 
them,  not  only  the  officers  and  their  friends, 
but  also  several  others,  hoping  to  ahare  of 
the  spoil  of  presbyteriana  in  the  west  and 
south.  Accordingly  they  endeavour  to  per 
suade  the  king,  that  all  the  Whigs  and 
presbyterians  are  enemies  to  monarchy,  as 
well  as  to  the  church  established  by  law, 
and  therefore  must  be  extirpated.  The 
execution  of  this,  they  hope,  will  be  pot 
into  the  hands  of  their  friends ;  and  all  of 
them  expected  they  might  come  to  reap  the 
har\'e8t  of  money  and  estates,  they  had  been 
greedily  looking  for  since  the  restoration. 

From  the  letter  to  the  king  immediately 
afler  the  victory  at  PentUind,  the  reader 
will  have  observed  their  desire  of  "*  a  more 
vigorous  application  of  the  king*s  power  for 
rooting  out  rebellious  principles  now  leaven- 
ing the  nation."  The  plain  Scots  of  this,  as 
explained  by  private  letters  sent  up  at  the 
some  time,  was  a  desire,  that  the  council 
might  have  power  put  in  their  hands  to 


CU AF.  II.]  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

of  estates  and  riches ;  and  in  case  of  refusal, 
which  they  made  no  doubt  of,  straight  to 
forfeit  them.  It  was  likewise  pressed  that 
the  army  m^t  be  continued,  and  beug 
filled  with  their  good  friends,  the  rest  of  the 
natioa  would  have  been  proyiditors  for 
them,  and  tenants  at  will.  At  present  there 
was  yery  little  difference  between  the  king*s 
aecret  council  and  Dahuel's  council  of  war. 
Doke  Hamilton  was  only  rit-master*  Ham- 
ilton, as  the  general  used  to  call  him,  Rothes 
was  rit-master  Lesly,  LinKtligow  was  colo- 
nd  liringstone,  and  so  of  the  rest.  Dalziel 
and  Druramond  were,  quickly  afler  the 
disaster  at  Pentland,  made  privy  counsel- 
lors; and  had  this  project  gone  down  at 
court,  the  misery  of  this  nation  had  been 
very  soon  completed,  and  the  eastern  Turk- 
ish slavery  introduced,  or  that  of  France, 
where  the  nobility  and  officers  of  the  army 
are  much  the  same. 

The  bishops  used  all  their  interest,  and 
made  as  great  eflbrts  as  th^  were  capable 
of,  to  get  this  project  gone  into  in  its  full 
if>i#ti«u>  •  and  lieutenant-general  Dnimmond 
foes  up  to  court  to  negotiate  this  a£bir. 
He  endeavours  to  persuade  the  king,  the 
country  was  so  averse  from  prelacy,  that 
they  could  not  be  kept  in  quiet,  without  a 
good  army  and  military  force,  and  violently 
preaaed  the  continuance  of  a  standing  army, 
and  the  harshest  methods  against  the  refus- 
ers of  the  declaration.  The  archbishop  of 
CHa^gow  went  likewise  up  to  London,  the 
primate^  as  we  have  heard,  not  being  at 
present  so  very  acceptable,  as  once  he  had 
been.  He  was  a  man  of  cunning  and  sub- 
tilty  enough,  and  by  his  setting  up  so  very 
mutth  upon  the  lay  of  the  English  forms, 
waa  in  good  terms  with  the  violent  church- 
nen  and  their  party,  and  hoped,  by  their 
assistance^  to  have  conformity  crammed 
down  people^a  throats,  by  the  rigorous  press- 
fa^  of  the  declaration,  and  a  standing  army. 
While  this  matter  is  in  dependence,  a  con- 
vention of  estates  meet  at  Edinburgh,  Jan- 
nary  88d,  and  lay  on  a  subsidy  for  the  army, 
aizty-foor  thousand  pounds  a  month  for  a 
yeaf^a  time^  as  may  be  seen  m  the  printed 
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acts  of  parliament.  When  I  looked 
to  the  act  of  the  convention,  I  won- 
dered to  find  so  few  hard  words  upon  the  late 
and  recent  rising  at  Pentland ;  and  am  apt  to 
think,  thu  hath  not  been  looked  upon  as  ui 
black  and  atrodous  a  crimen  as  some  prelo- 
tists  and  Jacobites  have  made  it  since ;  nor 
so  frightful  an  attack  upmi  the  prerogative, 
otherwise  this  loyal  convention  would  have 
taken  more  notice  of  it.  It  may  be  further 
remarked,  that  in  the  narrative  of  the  act, 
it  is  said,  "  That  the  king  hitherto  had  main- 
tained the  army  upon  his  own  charges," 
which  I  know  not  so  well  how  to  reconcile 
with  the  express  application  of  the  fines,  to 
the  payment  of  the  army,  above  narrated. 
In  short,  the  convention,  in  the  excess  of 
thev  loyalty  humbly  ofier  to  maintun  **  all 
the  forces  the  king  shall  please  to  raise :"  a 
blank  is  thus  put  in  his  hand,  to  raise  and 
continue  as  numerous  a  standing  army,  as 
hu  artiitrary  coonseUors  should  for  their 
own  ends  advise  hiin  to. 

It  was  happy  for  the  nation,  that  Lauder- 
dale, who  had  very  much  of  the  king's  ear 
at  this  time,  was  of  other  sentiments.  ^  He 
smelled  the  design  of  a  great  many,  who 
were  for  a  standing  army,  was  to  enrich 
themselves  and  friends,  and  gratify  the 
prelates  in  severities  upon  presbyterians. 
Several  things  concurred  to  cross  this  vio- 
lence projected  against  them.  Bishop  Sharp's 
double-dealing  had  been  lately  discovered 
to  the  king,  and  his  interest  at  court  was 
considerably  weakened :  therefore  the  archp 
bishop  of  Glasgow  went  up  to  court,  and 
not  the  primate,  as  had  been  in .  use  these 
years  bygone.  Chancellor  Hyde  and  his 
party  were  fiut  losing  ground  in  England, 
and  in  August  this  year  he  resigned  his 
staff;  and  the  interest  of  our  Scots  prelates 
at  court,  leaned  much  upon  him  and  his 
party  of  highfliers.  And  perhaps  this  dis- 
appointment was  not  a  little  owing  to  a 
difference  fallen  m  of  Ute  betwixt  Lauder- 
dale and  several  of  our  great  men  in  Scot- 
land, who  had  been  his  friends  in  his  debates 
with  Middleton,  yea,  had  been  brought  into 
their  posts  by  hb  influence.  Of  this  number 
were  duke  Hamilton,  Bothea,  Newburgh, 
Linlithgow,  Dalziel,  with  the  cffiAet%  o^  ^^ 
army;  and  aiinosl  tYie  YiVmYe  <A >\a v^^a^» 
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the  like  for  the  future^  tnd  for  quieting  and 


lAB^  joined  them.  These  made  up  a  sepa- 
rate party  from  Laoderdale's  friends 
in  the  council,  who  were  the  earls  of  Arg}'le, 
Tweeddale,  Kincardine,  the  lord  Codiran, 
Sir  Robert  Murray,  and  some  others.  Lau- 
dcrdale*8  favour  with  the  king  made  him 
able  with  his  few  friends  to  make  a  stand 
against  his  enemies,  and  his  interest  above 
produced  very  considerable  changes  in  Scot- 
land this  year.  In  Blarch  I  find  the  earl  of 
Airly  and  lord  Cochran  arc  made  counsellors ; 
in  June  Sir  Robert  Murray  is  made  justice- 
clerk;  in  October  the  earl  of  Rothes's 
commission  is  declared  void,  and  he  is 
divested  of  several  profits  he  enjoyed,  and 
made  chancellor;  die  army  is  disbanded, 
and  an  indemnity  granted,  as  we  shall  hear. 
These  civil  changes,  save  in  as  far  as  they 
had  influence  npon  the  suflerings  or  respite 
of  presbyterians,  I  leave  to  be  accounted  for 
by  others. 

After  the  convention  of  estates  were  up, 
I^auderdalc  prevailed  with  the  king  to  send 
-his  letter,  dated  March  1 2th,  to  the  council, 
which,  though  severe  enough,  was  not  so 
agreeable  to  the  projects  of  such  who  were 
concerned  in  the  army ;  yea,  it  was  a  con- 
siderable disappointment  to  the  party  who 
opposed  Lauderdale,  and  the  forerunner  of 
a  greater.  The  council  read  it,  March  S  1st. 
By  it  they  are  allowed  to  put  the  declaration 
to  all  suspect  persons,  and  to  incarcerate 
such  as  refused  it.  But  they  cared  not 
much  for  bare  imprisonments,  those  pro- 
duced little  money,  and  it  was  the  estates 
of  the  Whigs  and  their  money  they  hnd  in 
their  eye.  The  conversion  of  fanatics  by 
imprisonment,  was  either  despaired  of,  or 
little  at  heart.  This  letter  is  of  that  import- 
ance, and  had  so  many  consequences,  that 
it  roust  have  a  plaee  here. 

^  Charles,  &c.  We  greet  you  well.  The 
convention  of  estates  of  that  our  ancient 
kingdom,  having  liberally  and  cheeHblly 
contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  forces 
raised,  and  such  as  we  should  think  fit  to 
raise  at  this  time,  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom  gainst  any  foreign  invasion,  or 
intestine  rebellion,  we  have  seriously  con- 
aidered  of  the  fittest  means  for  securing  the 
kingdom  against  invasions  fit>m  abroad,  for 
roatiag  oat  of  the  late  rebellion,  preventing 


preserving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  and 
the  good  of  the  church,  as  it  im  now  settled: 
and  for  these  ends  having  heard  those  lately 
come  firom  Seotland,  and  cooaidered  the 
advices  which  we  have  had  out  of  Srorland, 
we  have  resolved  to  send  you  these  follow- 
ing powers  and  directions. 

^  Firsts  According  to  the  ndviee  of  our 
privy  council,  for  the  better  discovery  of 
such  as  are  dangerous,  we  do  empower  yon 
to  tender  the  oath  of  allegiance^  and  the 
declaration,  which  was  by  our  pariiament 
required  of  all  who  are  or  ahall  be  in  any 
place  of  trust,  unto  such  active  and  leadiii^ 
persons  of  the  disafiected  pnrly,  as  yon 
shall  find  just  reason  to  suspect^  and  secure 
the  persons  of  all  who  shall  refuse  either 
the  one  or  the  other,  when  so  tendered 
unto  them. 

*^  Secondly^  We  do  authorise  you  in  our 
name  to  emit  a  proclamation  in  due  fom, 
requiring  all,  both  gentlemen,  and  heritocs, 
and  commons,  within  these  shires  where 
there  appears  most  disaffiKtion  (which  you 
are  to  set  down  in  that  proclamation),  to 
bring  in,  by  such  a  day  to  be  named  by  you, 
all  arms  of  what  sort  soever,  and  all  powder 
under  such  pains  and  penalties  as  be  by  you 
thought  fit ;  and  that  these  arms  and  powder 
be  forthwith  secured  in  any  of  our  garrisons 
of  Edinbuigh  Castle,  Stirling  Castle^  or 
Dumbarton  Castle,  you  alwa}*s  allowing 
gentlemen  to  wear  their  swords. 

**  Thirdly^  We  do  authorize  and  enjoin 
you  to  seize  all  serviceable  horses,  in  the 
possession  of  any  disafiected  or  suspected 
person  of  what  quality  soever;  provided 
always,  that  such  horses  be  first  apprised  by 
honest  and  indiflerent  persons^  at  the  s^ht 
of  the  sherifi*,  or  some  other  person  or 
persons  appointed  by  you  for  that  cfiect. 

"  Fourthly t  We  do  authorize  and  require 
you  with  all  possible  diligence,  to  model  a 
militia  of  horse  and  foot  in  the  several  shires 
of  that  our  kingdom,  to  be  ready  to  join 
with  onr  forces,  as  they  shall  be  commanded, 
for  sociuing  the  kingdom,  aa  well  i^ainst 
intestine  ^commotions  as  foreign  invasions, 
which  you  are  to  model,  and  ofl^  to  us 
with  all  possible  expedition  for  our  appro- 
^  bation ;  wU\di  b»n%  f.Acufied^and  we  having 
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named  penons  loyal  and  well  principled,  to 
commaiid  them,  you  may  speedOy  proceed 
to  put  the  kingdom  in  a  posture  of  defence. 

"JFyikfy,  We  do  require  you  with  all 
■peed  to  pvofide  armi  and  ammunition  for 
the  deface  of  the  kingdom ;  for  which  pur- 
pose we  do  allow  all  the  remainder  of  the 
first  yearns  taxation,  and  because  money 
may  not  be  presently  raised,  we  do  aUow— ^ 
our  commissioner,  to  allow  such  rates  for 
adranoe  of  the  same,  as  you  think  necessary. 

^Sirihiy,  We  do  require  you  to  take 
some  effectual  course,  that  erery  parish 
secure  the  persons  of  their  minuters  firom 
fwlence  and  affronts. 

**  Lastfyf  For  exemplary  punishments  of 
the  lato  rebels,  for  the  terrifying  of  all  men 
froai  daring  to  attempt  any  thing  of  the 
like  nature  hereafter,  upon  any  pretext 
whatsomever,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
rooting  out  of  rebellious  principles,  we  do 
peremptorily  require  you  without  any  further 
delay,  to  give  present  order  for  the  criminal 
pursuit  of  all  heritors,  or  men  of  estates,  all 
preadien  and  military  officers  who  were  in 
the  late  rebellioo,  or  who  assembled  them- 
sdres  without  our  authority,  in  order  to 
the  rdiellion,  before  the  justice-general,  to 
the  end  they  may  be  tried  according  to  law, 
and  bring  found  guilty,  forfeited  without 
any  further  delay.  80  expecting  a  ready 
obedience,  and  i^>eedy  account  from  you, 
we  bid  you  heartily  fiuewell.  Given  at  our 
court  at  Whitehall,  the  18th  day  of  March 
1667,  and  of  our  reign  the  nineteenth  year. 
By  his  majesty's  command. 

**  Laudbrdalb." 

That  same  day  the  coundl  ^appoint  a 
committee  to  meet  and  think  upon  rules  to 
judge  what  persons  are  disaffected,  and  the 
fittest  means  for  securing  the  persons  of 
ministera  in  every  parish.**  The  cleric  is 
ordered  to  form  proclamations,  conform  to 
the  seoond  and  thkd  articles  of  lus  mijest/s 
letter.  And  they  ordain  a  wanrant  to  the 
advocate  to  pursue  heritors,  dec.  in  terms  of 
the  aixtk  article.  At  thefar  next  meeting, 
March  t2d^  they  approve  the  two  draughts 
of  the  proclamations  laid  before  them, 
irhidi  are  published  March  25th.  The  first 
IB,  for  hriq^ny  m  iffatma  irom  the  shires  of  f 
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Ayr,  Lanark,  Renfrew,  aud  Wigton,    __ 
and   stewartry  of    Kirkcudbright, 
against  the  1st  day  of  May.    1  have  insert 
it  below.*    The  order  is  universal  through 


*  Produmatum  for  bringing  in  amu,  March 

iibth,  1667. 
ChsrlM  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britsin,  France^  and  Irelaud,  defender  of  the 
faith  ;  to  our  lovits, 

our  theriffii  In  that  part,  ooujunetly 


and  aeverally,  opeciall  v  constitute*  {[reeling :  For- 
asmuch as  the  late  reoellion  and  nsing  in  arms 
in  tha  westein  ihires,  la  too  ntat  an  ovidenoe 
that  there  are  many  disaffected  peraonn  in  tlieve 
places,  who  are  ready  to  InToWe  the  kingdom 
again  in  a  bloody  and  nnnatural  war;  and  that 
we  have  just  reaaon  to  suspect  tiiat  these  rebels 
will  be  ready  to  lay  bold  on  this  opportunity  to 
rise  in  arms,  when  we  ara  ntoeaaitate  to  continue 
the  war  wiUi  our  foreign  enemies,  and  not  oulv 
to  make  use  of  such  arms,  powder,  and  ammuni- 
tion, as  they  have  conoealed,  or  may  be  trans- 
ported to  them  from  our  enemies;  but  will  soixe 
upon  the  arms  of  our  well  affected  subjects,  who 
reside  amongst  them,  and  are  not  abie  to  make 
resistance,  which  may  endauf^er  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  and  weaken  our  iorces,  necesitituting 
them  at  one  time  to  oppose  forrign  invasions 
and  intestine  commotions :  as   ilkewiae,  that 
according  to  their  former  wicked  practices,  they 
may  invade  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who  aie 
lawfully  admitted  preachers  amongst  tlusm,  and 
do  violence  or  imury  to  their  persons,  to  the 
great  contempt  of  our  authority,  and  scandal  of 
the  rearmed   religion,  as  it  is  now  prof'est. 
Tlierefore,  we,  with  advice  of  the  lords  of  our 
privy  council,  command  and  charge  all  persons 
residing   within  the   shires  of   Lanark,    Ayr, 
Kenfrew,  Wigton,  and  the  stewsrtry  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, betwixt  and  the  first  day  of  May 
noxt,  to  bring  in  all  their  arms  and  ammunition 
which  they  have  in  tliair  poaaession,  of  wlutao- 
ever  sort  (allowiog  gentlemen  onlv  to  carry 
swords,  and  none  other),  to  the  head-bnrfflia  ot 
the  respective  shires  and  stewartry,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  the  sheriff;  his  depute,  or  any  having 
his  order :  with  certification  to  them,  if  they 
fail,  they  shall  be  fined  by  our  secret  eoundl  in 
the  soms  of  money  under-written,  viz. :— >Ilk 
gentleman  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  merks, 
and  every  other  person  in  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred merks,  to  be  dividtd,  the  one  half  to  bo 
paid  to  our  exchequer,  and  the  other  half  to  any 
person  who  shall  first  discover  the  concealers ; 
and  further,  shall  be  proceeded  against  aa  sedi- 
tious persons,  and  disaffected  to  our  |ovemment. 
Likeas,  we  ordain  the  said  sheriff,  his  depute,  or 
any  other  appointed  by  him,  immediately,  u^n 
tha  delivery  of  their  said  arms  or  anmiuuituMi, 
to  carry  the  same  to  Stirling  or  Dumbarton 
Csslles,  which  shall  be  next  a^aoent,  there  to  be 
kept  by  the  governor  thei*eof.    As  likewise  we 
command   and   charge,  that  all  heritors  and 
parishionert,  residing  in  any  of  the  pariahes 
wiUiin  the  aud  boundsb  protect  and  defend  the 
persons,  &milies,  and  goods  of  their  respective 
ministers  within  their  several  parishes,  from  all 
affronts  and  ii^uries  to  be  committed  by  insolent 
and  disaffe<:ted  persoiw  to  the  present  (;ovei  u- 
ment,  aa  well  when  tbe^  we  Vu  xVw  «x«xvi(it  *a 
fhc  ministcrisi  function,  us^  t«»\^Y:^%  >^^  ^^^'-'^ 
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,  g^-  these  shires,  and  gentlemen  arc  only 
allowed  to  wear  walking  swords. 
It  seems  nobody  in  these  western  shires  were 
allowed  to  hare  the  privilege  of  defending 
themselves  or  families  from  thieves  and  rob- 
bers, they  were  so  deeply  leavened  with 
presbyterian  principles.  One  pretext  for  this 
unreasonable  treatment  of  subjects,  is,  "  to 
prevent  the  invading  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  who  were  lawfully  admitted  preach- 
ers of  the  gospel  among  them."  Parishes 
arc  made  liable  for  all  the  injuries  done  to 
legal  ministers,  not  only  when  in  the  exercise 
of  their  ministerial  function,  but  when  in 
their  houses  and  fiunilics :  and,  accordingly, 
as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  remark,  most 
iniquitous  fines  were  extorted  from  parishes, 
when  thieves  and  robbers  came  and  spoiled 
the  curates'  houses ;  or  they  themselves,  by 
their  incivilities,  injustice,  unrighteousness, 
and  oppresbion,  had  provoked  some  passion- 
ate persons  to  fright  them,  which  the  people 
of  their  parish  could  neither  prevent,  neither 
so  much  as  knew  of,  till  the  attempt  was 
over.  These  attempts  are  charged  upon 
these  they  now  call  rebels  in  the  proclama^ 
tion,  most  groundlessly :  none,  I  can  learn 
of  who  were  up  at  Pentland,  and  indeed  no 
presbyterian,  approved  these  riots.  The 
proclamation  likewise  seems  to  insinuate  as 
much,  as  if  those  who  had  been  at  Pentland, 
were  in  concert  with  the  Dutch ;  which  is  a 


own  boQiies  and  dwellines :  with  certification, 
that  ir  any  injury  or  affront  shaU  be  done  to 
them,  in  their  nernona  or  goods,  that  the  parlih- 
ioiM*n  who  siiaJl  naffer  the  same  to  be  done^  and 
not  oppose  the  doing  there<if,  shall  be  repute  and 
hoiden  as  art  and  part  of  the  said  crimes  and 
Yiolence  and  be  proceeded  Hgainst  by  law  as 
guilty  thereof,  and  punisdied  aooording  to  the 
quality  of  their  offence  with  all  rigour.  And  in 
rase  the  said  injuries  shall  be  done  by  surprisal, 
that  they  follow  and  pursue  the  oommittem 
thereof,  until  they  apprehend  their  persons,  anil 
present  them  to  our  secret  council,  to  be  judged 
by  them  as  they  shall  order :  otherwise  we 
dri'lsire  that  they  themselves  shall  be  liable  for 
such  reparation,  damage,  mod  interest,  as  the 
mid  lords  of  council  shall  think  fit  to  det^Tniioe. 
And  ordains  the  said  sheriffs  to  cause  intimate 
these  prowntfl  by  public  proclamation,  nt  the 
market•cru^'4eH  ot  the  head-burghs  of  the  said 
m|»ei'tlve  nhires  and  stewartries,  and  cause  read 
the  tMme  .It  hU  the  pariah  churches  within  the 
said  shirt's  and  stewartrics,  upon  a  Sunday  before 
noon,  aftiT  divine  senric^  with  all  duigenoe; 
ind  that  these  presents  be  printed,  that  none 
prHead  ignoauice. 
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very  idle  and  groundless  innuendo.  Indeed 
this  proclamation  had  no  great  consequence 
as  to  the  bringing  in  of  arms ;  a  few  were 
brought  together,  and,  a  little  while  after 
this,  were  cast  into  the  sea. 

Jointly  with  this,  another  proclamation 
of  the  same  date  is  emitted,  prohibiting  ail 
persons  who  withdraw  from  ordinances, 
and  keep  not  their  own  parish  church,  to 
keep  horses  above  a  hundred  merka  valne ; 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  paper  itself.*  This 
satisfied  the  prelates  somewhat,  but  did  not 
much  fill  their  churches.  Had  this  act 
been  executed  against  all  negiectera  of 
public  ordinances,  I  am  persuaded  the  kii^ 
might  have  had  some  very  good  hones 
from  many  of  the  managers,  and  their  firiends^ 
and  even  from  some  of  the  bishc^  then^ 
selves,  who  cared  very  little  for,  and  n 
little  finequented  any  assemblies  for  worship. 
That  same  day,  they  make  a  return  to  the 
king's  letter,  and  acquaint  him  with  what 
they  had  done,  and  are  to  do,  as  to  every 
article  of  his  letter.  A  good  part  we  have 
seen  in  those  two  proclamations ;  but  diey 
g^ve  his  majesty  their  opinion  as  to  the 
ordering  the  militia,  and  some  other  heads, 
of  which  tlie  curious  reader  will  perhaps 


*  Prodamatifm  for  bringing  in  Aorses,  March 
3i5/A,  \(m. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  tbs 
faith ;  to  our  lovits, 

mesaengem,  oar  sheriffs  in  that  part,  eonjanrtTy 
and  severally,  specially  constitute,  greeting: 
Forasmuch  as  it  is  more  than  high  time,  to 
prevent  the  rising  of  disaffected  persons,  whe^ 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war  with  oar 
foreii^n  enemies,  are  ready  to  bruak  out  in  open 
rebellion,  and  rise  in  arms  against  us  and  our 
authority,  by  disabling  them  lirom  putting 
themselves  in  a  military  postore,  and  in  a  con- 
dition to  make  any  sudden  marches,  or  attempts 
upon  our  well  affected  subjects,  or  any  part  of 
our  standing  forces^  or  to  j<)in  with  theoe,  who 
are  of  their  own  pemiclons  and  disloy^  prin- 
ciples, who  live  at  a  distance  from  tnos. 
Therefore,  we,  with  advice  of  the  lords  of  oar 
privy  council,  command  and  chax^  sH  persons 
within  the  shires  of  Lanark,  Ayr,  Renfrew, 
Wigton,  and  stewartry  of  Kirkradbrlght,  of 
whatMiever  quality,  who  have  refused  to  accept 
of  any  publio  trust,  or  have  deserted  the  same, 
being  in  place;  as  also,  all  those  who  withdraw 
from  public  ordinances,  and  do  not  keep  their 
own  parish  chtirrhes,  or  do  not  mibmlt  to  the 
present  government  of  church  and  state ;  as 
likewiiio  all  those  who  being  warned  to  rise, 
and  join  with  our  fon*eii,  for  snppresslng  the 
I  late  rcbdUon,  dl4  iio\  |y««  fiM«ttieu«e«  unless  tUo 
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desire  to  be  inPormed  oC  and  therefore  it 
is  subjoined.* 

I  do  not  find  a  lederunt  of  council  from 
Blarch  22d,  till  June  6th.  The  reason 
of  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  give;  they  use 
not  to  have  so  long  intervals.  That  day  a 
letter  is  read  from  the  king,  dated  May  4thy 
"  That  whereas  nothing  can  be  useful  for 
our  sernce,  or  mo(e  conducible  for  reclaim- 
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ing  the  people  from  these  treason.  ,^,.„ 
able  and  fanatic  principles,  where- 
with they  have  been  poisoned  by  factious 
preachers,  than  the  encouraging  the  sober 
and  orthodox  clergy^  against  whom  the 
greatest  rage  appeared  in  the  Uite  rebellion. 
And  whereas  we  are  resolved  not  only  to 
encourage  and  protect  the  Inshops  in  the 
exercise  of  their  callings,  and  all  the  ortho- 


irid  peraons  will  take  the  oath  of  alleff  lance,  and 
mbicribe  the  declaration  appointed  oy  the  late 
act  of  parliament,  that  after  the  fifteenth  day  of 
Mar  next,  they,  by  themselves^  nor  no  persons 
to  tbeir  uae  and  behoof,  do  not  keep  any  aeirlce- 
able  hones,  above  the  rate  of  one  handred  mcrhs 
Scots,  under  any  pretext  whataoerer:  with 
fcrtiflcation,  If  they  finil,  that  upon  information 
•f  any  penon  well  affected,  the  sheriff,  or  any 
two  of  the  justices  of  peace  within  the  shire, 
flmll  canae  value  such  horses,  and  finding  them 
shore  the  rate  foresaid,  shall  cause  deliyer  them 
to  the  informer,  and  that  without  any  payment 
or  aBtbfsrtlon  to  be  made  therefiire.  And 
requires  aJl  sheriffs  and  Jnstiees  of  peace,  within 
their  reapectiTe  bounds,  to  issue  orders,  for 
ranTeninf^  the  enntrnveners  of  this  act  before 
them,  and  causing  appriie  any  such  horses,  by 
bidifferent  persons,  thai  it  may  be  known,  if 

they  be  above  the  rate  foresaid.     And,  in  case 

that  the  persons  who  compear,  shall  oflRer  to 

put|^  themselves  of  any  suspicion  of  disaffec- 
tion  to  our    government,  upon    the  accounts 

foKsald,    that   they  administer   to   them   the 

oath  of  allegiance,  and  offer   the  declaratiou 

to  he  siibscnbed  by  them,  which  belnff  taken, 

and  sabscribed  by  them,  as  said  is,  then  we 

enjoin  them  to  dismiss  the  said  persons  with 

their  hones,  to  be  kept  by  them,  without  any 

further  trouble  or  moleatatlon,  otherwise,  that 

they   proceed   as   said   is.     And   ordains   the 

sherifla  of  the  said  shires,  to  cause  intimate 

these  presents  by  public  proclamation,  at  the 

markct-crosaea  of  the  head  burghs  of  the  said 

Rspective  shires  and  stewartriesi,  and  cause  read 

the  same  at  all  the  parish  chorchea  of  the  said 

boands,  upon  a  Sunday  bcfon  noon,  after  divine 

service,  with  all  diligence,  and  that  these  pre- 

seota  be  printed,  that  none  pretend,  Ignorance. 

•  OmmeiTt  letter  to  the  king,  March  25/A,  1667. 

Most  saend  8overeign,-*In  obedience  to  yonr 
Bi^csty*B  letter  of  the  12th  of  this  instant,  we 
have  seriously  gone  about  the  performance  of 
these  partiBuSsn  reoommended  to  us,  with  that 
diligenee  and  faithfulness  which  is  suitable  to 
yonr  nugeaty'a  tender  oan  of  thia  your  ancient 
kingdom,  and  yonr  royal  wisdom,  in  providing 
timooaly  for  uicb  meana  as  may  secure  yonr 
royal  siujeets  from  the  dangen  that  are  threat- 
ened from  yonr  enemies  abroad,  and  the  dimf- 
iected  party  amoogst  ourselves,  whose  rebellions 
priiidiHea  may  have  led  them,  in  this  Juncture 
of  affaiT%  to  desperate  and  new  undertakings ; 
and,  after  fall  deliberation,  have  resolved  on  the 

following  orders,  whereof  we  found  ourselves  I  jontice-general,  that  the  sentence  of  forfoitnre 
bound  in  duty  to  give  yonr  nugesty  an  account.  |  may  be  given  arainst  them  without  delay :  so 
As  to  Ibo  first,  concerning  the  tender  of  the  outh  I  praying  uod  to  bless  yoor  maje«t<j  aivd  s\V  ^o«t 
of  allegiance  and  declaration,  to  active  and  )ead-|  unnertaklnpi,  we  vetniln  ^WlT  m«k\aAi^'«  yawX. 
ing  penooa  of  tho  dlMUKtcktd  pntr,  we  «u«i  faithful    and  obciVicnt  HU%cU'anA  s«r«wv\a. 
rmairrd  to  go  »hout  the  same  with  all  diligonrv,  J  Sul»«Tib«:d  «f  K^miiit. 


and  hope  in  a  short  time  to  give  j-our  majesty  a 
full  account  thereof.     As  to   the  second   and 
sixth  articles,  which  relate  only  to  some  western 
shires,  we  have  issued  a  proclamation  in  your 
majesty's  name,   for  calling  in  all  arms  nnd 
ammunition,  and  seciirlni;  from  violenri>  the 
persons  of  ministers  in  those  pUicefl,  whereof 
printed  copies  are  herewith  transmitted  to  yiiur 
majesty.     As    to   the   third,    for    seizing    all 
serviceable  horses  belonging  to  disaffected  or 
suspected  persons,  we  have  sgreed  upon  some 
characten  whereby  such  persons  may  be  known, 
and  accordingly  have  emitted  a  proclamation ; 
but  because  it  is  not  clear  to  us  that  your 
majesty  did   Intend  that  this  shall  be  put  in 
execution    over   all   the    kingdom,   we    have 
restrict^  it  only  to  some  western  sliires,  until 
we  know  your  majesty's  further  pleasure.     As 
to  the  fourth,  we  having  considered  the  late  act 
of  parliament,  whereby  the  estates  did  tender  to 
your  majesty  twenty  thousand  foot,  and  two 
thousand  horse,  to  be  levied  out  of  all  the  sliires 
and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  according  to  the 
]iroportions  therein  set  down,  nnd  humbly  con- 
ceive at  this  time  your  majesty  may  nominate 
officen  for  the  several  divisiiuis,  as  the  said  act 
bears;  yet  because  there  will  be  sreat  difficulty 
to  get  arms,  and  a  burden  to  the  sufrjccts  to 
provide  for  the  whole  number,  that  it  may 
prove  more  effectual  for  your  majestv's  ser^'ice, 
that  the  half  of  that  number  may  always  be  In 
readiness  to  be  trained  in  tbeir  several  divisions, 
for  to  march  to  any  place  they  shall  be  appointed : 
it  is  our  humble  opinion,  that  your  miyesty  may 
order  only  tlie  half  to  be  always  In  readiness, 
when  they  shall  be  called  to  these  duties,  and 
the  rest  if  necessity  require;  and  seeing  the 
western  shires,  who  are  to  be  disarmeaj  and 
their  hones  taken  from  them,  cannot  be  ordered 
to  have  their  militia  In  readiness,  thry  must  be 
excepted  out  of  that  order^  and  no  officers  are  to 
be  commissionate  by  vour  mi^esty  as  to  these 
bounds ;  yet  it  is  offcrea  to  us  by  duke  Hamilton, 
that  as  many  horsemen  may  be   got   out  of 
Lanarkshin  as  their  proportion  will  amount  to, 
who  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declara- 
tion, upon  which  account  we  humbly  may  name 
offlren  of  horse  as  to  that  shire.     As  to  the 
fifth,  anent  providing  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
we  have  recommended  the  performance  thereof 
to  the  lord  commissioner  nis  grace,  who  (we 
an  confident)  will  effectually  go  about  the  same. 
As  to  the  but,  orden  an  given  to  yonr  ma]esty*s 
advocate  to  intent  pncesses  against  all  surh 
persons  as  an  named  In  that  arncle,  before  the 
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dux  clogju 


c  them,  bat  alw  to 
all  of  whU  quality 
:,  nho  ihall  ibow  anj  dUrcapect  or 


titcnfiH*  we  do  mon  eapedaUy  and  tta- 
nettly  ncoauDoid  it  to  foo,  whomtnuiad 
under  u  with  the  gonmincntaf  Aat  oar 
aueieot  kingdom,  to  pvedlmaDner  of  coon- 
tenaBca  and  encour^tment  to  the  ortho- 
dox clergjr,  and  to  puoiah  serereljr  an; 
affitmt*  or  diarapeet  put  upon  them ;  to 
the  end  that  thejinajbethemore  endGared 
to  Uidr  people,  when  the;  lee  how  careAU 
we,  and  all  in  our  aDthonty  under  ui,  are 
of  their  protectloii  En  the  due  exeroM  of 
th«r  calling."  Indeed  when  muiy  of  the 
orthodox  clergy,  as  their  nmnc  now  is,  took 
DO  rare  to  conciliate  respect  to  themselves 
by  their  doctrine  and  a  proper  mmuterial 
carriife,  but,  by  their  *iolMit  persecuting 
temper,  drew  down  the  hatred  of  their 
people,  there  was  no  other  way  lefl  to  sup- 
port them,  but  the  secular  arm  that  had 
made  the  bisht^ia,  and  farced  in  this  clergy 
upon  Scotland.  I  have  heard  nothing  oF 
any  r^e,  or  particular  injuries  done  to  the 
ejuieopal  mioisters,  by  the  people  who 
were  in  arms  lately ;  but  somewhat '  o( 
the  nature  of  this  letter  was  necessary 
at  this  time,  when  it  was  found  proper 
to  take  a  diflerent  course  frora  ^at  the 
prelates  inclined  to.  According  to  this 
letter,  and  indeed  bt^ond  the  exprcmions 
in  it,  a  proclamation  is  emitted  next  coun- 
cil day,  June  13tb,  tnafcing  heritors  and 
pariohianers  liable  for  all  the  dami^es  done 
to  miniatOB,  and  that  in  the  etrongest 
terms :  and  we  shall  aflerwardt  find  it  rigo- 
rously mough  put  in  execction.  Since  I 
have  not  leen  it  in  i»in^  I  have  insert  it 
below,*  and  it  need*  do  remarks;  wnne 
upon  the  matter  may  &U  in  afterwards. 


'ranea,  uuj  Iralaod,  itU^v  of  tbc 
—  loTfts, 

—  shcrin.  In  that  part  soi^unetl]' 


1  p«upa«e  a  prMlamaUnn 
Dfl  Iht  Stfa  of  Starch  but, 


That  same  day,  another  letter 
king  to  the  council  is  rea<^  preamqi 
tenns,  tlie  forftidng  of  auch  who  . 


althrtlona»d  pal^lM 


shim  Iborc  a , 

■nd  deAnd  the  pcrsoDS,  fkBdUca,^>d 

-"-■ ■!»«  mieMcn,  witUa  M 

m  all  aSroDta  and  IbIb 
committed  bj  Inr' —  —- ■  -■— »— 


BBtborily,  ttat  af  late,  dace  the  mM 
Una,  divrn  gotiwc*  hav*  bavi  i 
wilbin  tl         ■■ 


mluiiten,  auaultlng  them  In  thrir  k 
plundering  and  nbblni  their  goot 
great  Kuidal  of  nlljion,  cvnlaB] 
■utborltj,  and  dlacourafcinent  of  the 
of  tb*  giM|Kl  i  and  it  Ii  a  gnat  enamn 
■neb  ocrili^ut  lod  wicked  pai 
irilbln  tbe  parl«l»  where  uKh  Ciad 
conunilted  ind  dons  ta  minister^  the 
wanting  penonBof  the  ume  tempw 
clpln.  who  du  wcretlj  favour  and  eooi 
comply  with  them ;  add  the/  da  MW 
the  aclun  withdnwlni,  the  paiiul 
not  be  qoeetioned,  end  thet  they  will 
tbemselvei  coucemed  to  repair  the  w] 
to  Iba  miniiten,  TbereloTe  w^  will 
the  lord!  of  OUT  privy  couocil,  CMK 
charge  hU  berUon,  llferenlen,  and  otb 
any  rul  intemt  or  rant  within  % 
poriihe*  or  the  kingdomj  whetlier  t 
irithin  the  nme  or  Dot,  their  lialTi^ 
lalni,  and  othen  having  Inut  under  ' 
pu-lihlonen,  to  protect,  A 


■,  runUiea,  and  g 


only  in  the  e  _ 

inltilitcrlal  funcllon,  but  In  tbalr 
houicB,  or  being  elKwhcra  witbts  j^ 
from  1^  iDJurla,  affninU,  and  pnjndj 
they  may  Incur  In  their  peraoni  and  a 
the  violeace  and  invation  of  any  dfi 
fanatic  peraon  ;  and  that  upon  the  ad 
attempt  of  inch,  they  Immedialcl*  ng 
place  where  they  aiit]]  bear  auch  Iq 
otlErtd,  and  aelza  upon  the  pcnw 
eommltten;  and  in  case  they  flaa  < 
■aid  bounda,  tltat  Ihey  give  DMlce  te.l 
oi>i]ynrrlion,ar  forcealhat  iluillhi 
thM*  plaeea,  that  they  may  pniaoa 
the}  be  uprebcadod  and  brmiglA 
with  ccrtificatloa,  that  If  any  auA 
■ban  be  cammiltcd.  ibe  acton  ande 
who  ihall  have  any  accniloD  to  th*  . 
aball  aid  and  aniel,  or  any  way  osv 
01  ahaJI  willingly  rewl  or  ooDoeal^l 
quenla,  ihall  be  proceeded  ■gainit,  aad 
with  all  Kverity,  aa  equally  guilty 
lavadera.  And  further,  If  they  ba  i 
bended  and  brongfal  to  trial,  by  tin  i 
diltgenee  of  the  pariibionen,  hitlan 
^.^^-^  -..^., ofouradva« 


directad  at  Iha  in* 


iiidt,  at  the  1< 
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it;  the  issue  of  which  was  the  justiciary 
eooit,  held  August  15tb,  as  we  have  seen 
b  the  former  section.  The  king  there 
mokes  an  wnuenAf,  That  some  of  his  judges 
vere  too  fevourahle  to  that  party;  with 
lome  other  partknlars,  which  the  reader 
will  best  see  m  the  prodamadon  itself, 
wlueh  I  have  annexed  in  a  note.*  The 
occasion  of  it  was  the  clamour  of  the 
bishops,  and  an  alleged  attempt  made  upon 
Mr,  Patrick  S^Hnnton,  curate  of  Borgnc,  in 
OnUoway,  who  was  indeed  very  active  m 
the  persecution  of  that  countiy.  I  own 
ioy  irregular  attempt,  even  under  provoca- 
tion, is  a  &ult ;  and  I  will  not  in  the  least 
tiBex  to  vindicate  it  in  any  whosomever. 


that  ttteetf  to  hear  and  Me  the  parlihioners, 
decerned  to  pay  the  minitter  for  reparation, 
damage^  and  intercet,  such  a  sum  and  fine  ae 
ear  eouncll  shall  be  pleated  to  determine  ipecially, 
eooaideratlon  bein^  always  had  of  well  affected 
heiHoirB  and  parishioners,  who  constantly  attend 
the  puUlc  orabianoes,  and  as  they  are  required 
by  the  ministers,  concur  with  them  in  the 
exerciae  of  church  discipline,  who  are  to  be 
tried  to  be  such  by  the  justices  of  peace,  or 
thdr  Judge  ordinary,  and  a  citatiou  of  the 
parisblaanrs  in  general,  at  the  market-crora  of 
the  afaire,  being  intimate  at  the  parish  church 
ipen  a  Sonday  before  noon,  after  divine  service, 
we  dedare  to  be  sufficient :  and  the  said  sum 
awdHled,  ahall  be  divided  amongst  the  heritors 
and  Uferenters,  and  others,  according  to  their 
RspectlTB  valuations,  and  is  to  be  advanced  and 
paid  by  them  to  the  sheriffs,  stewards,  or  bailies 
of  nq^Itles  and  balUaries,  who  are  hereby 
ordained  by  themselves  or  deputes,  to  uplift  the 
wuam  flir  the  use  of  the  minister,  and  to  use  all 
lawfbl  execution  for  that  effect,  and  for  relief  of 
the  aald  heritors,  Uferenters,  and  others  foresaid, 
their  several  tenants  are  hereby  ordained  to  pay 
the  third  part  of  the  several  proportions  payabte 
ts  their  maaicn ;  and  where  any  person  has  more 
tenants  than  the  third  part  payable  for  relief 
of  their  master,  is  to  be  divided  and  proportioned 
betwixt  tiieir  tenants  proportionally,  and  accord- 
faig  to  tlM  duty  they  pay  respective ;  and  if  any 

arise  therauient,  either  amonest  the 
Chemadves,  or  the  tenants  and  their 

tfie  same  to  be  determined  by  the 
Jastlee  of  paaee,  sheriff  of  the  shhre,  or  other 
judges  ordinary,  in  whose  Jurisdiction  they 
nmne,  f n  the  c^on  of  the  complalners.  And 
OTdalne  these  pieseuts  to  be  printed,  and  pnb- 
KslMd  at  the  maritet-erosses  of  the  head  burghs 
of  this  kingdom,  and  read  at  all  parish  cburcnee 
npeB  a  Sonday  before  noon,  after  divine  service, 
that  none  pteiend  ignorance. 

*  jama's  letUr  to  tkt  coumcU  mboutforfatwrtam 

MayUh,  "^   '^ 

CHAaLKS   R. 

Right  traaty,  iw.  We  ffreet  yon  welL  We 
did  by  our  despatch,  which  our  najor^generel 
eaiiiedf  aBBohcBt  other  things,  require  you  to 
cause  proceed  in  a  prosess  of  fifrf^ituiTf  ttgnintt  I 


The  project  being  now  formed  ,^„„ 
above,  and  things  thus  disposed  for 
slacliening  severities  against  the  presbyte- 
rians,  and  dismissing  the  army,  Sir  Robert 
Murray  came  down  from  court,  to  get  a 
true  acooimt  of  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  the  carriage  of  the  army.  He  was 
a  very  learned  and  ingenious  gentleman,  a 
great  ornament  of  his  country,  a  diligent 
promoter  of  every  branch  of  useful  know- 
ledge, and  moderate  in  his  temper.  In- 
deed, true  and  useful  learning  makes  all 
who  have  it,  heartily  against  persecution 
for  conscience'  sake,  and  friendly  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country.  The  primate*8 
contradictory  accounts,  and  the  great  inter- 


tbose  heritors,  gentlemen,  and  ministers,  who 
were  In  actual  arms  In  the  late  rebellion,  or  who 
gathered  together  without  our  authority,  in 
onler  to  join  with  the  rebels.  We  expect  you 
will  be  careiiil  to  lifMten  that  process,  and  give 
us  an  account  of  it.  And  whereas  we  are 
informed,  that  divers  of  the  rebels  do  lurk  or 
wander  in  the  country,  we  do  now  further 
require  you  to  issue  a  proclamation  in  our  name, 
by  which  all  the  rest  of  the  rebels  who  are  not 
yet  taken  may  be  cite«I  by  name,  to  appear  at  a 
certain  day  to  be  named  by  you,  to  the  end  they 
may  he  proceeded  against  according  to  law,  and 
that  Huch  as  do  not  appear  may  be  criniiiially 
outlawed  and  declared  fugitives ;  and  that  all 
who  shall  afterwards  n?iiet,  conceal,  or  iceep  any 
manner  of  correnpoiidpnce  with  any  of  them, 
may  be  punished  according  to  law.  This  you 
are  to  do  in  the  ordinary  form,  with  nil  clauses 
necetisary.  And  whereas  we  have  been  several 
times  informed,  that  both  in  the  commission  for 
chiurch  affairs,  and  at  our  counrJl*board,  those 
who  have  been  cited  for  conventicles,  and  other 
crimes  contrary  to  law,  nay,  even  divers  of  the 
rebels  have  been  pleaded  for,  and  countenanced, 
even  in  these  our  judicatories,  and  to  this  day 
we  could  never  hear  anj  body  named  or  con- 
deseeuded  upon ;  therefore  we  do  positively 
command  you  our  commissioner,  when  by  any 
person  in  authority  under  us  any  obstruction 
Is  given  to  our  service,  any  forslowing  our 
commands,  by  countenancing  or  pleading  for 
forfeitcrs,  conventicle-keepers,  or  disobedient 
persons  to  ecclesiastical  government,  who  shall 
be  brought  before  any  of  these  judicatories,  that 
you  our  commissioner  give  us  particular  infor- 
mation of  the  names  of  such  persons  who  are  in 
any  trust  under  us,  to  the  end  we  may  take 
such  courses  therewith,  as  may  thereafter  pre- 
vent such  practices.  And  because  it  will  be 
necessary  for  our  service,  that  a  constant  corre- 
spondence be  kept  betwixt  you  and  our  lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  you  shall  settle  a  way  of  correspoiid- 
enco  throuah  that  part  of  Scotland,  as  we  will 
order  our  lieutenant  to  do  the  like  in  the  Irish 
side;  and  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell. 
Given  at  our  court  at  iVhUehaU,  the  fourth 
day  of  May,  and  of  our  reign  the  nliieteeuth 
year. — By  his  maJesty^s  commttn^^ 


8S 


1667. 


THE  HISTORY  OF 

est  these  concerned  in  the  army,  had 
in  the  Scots  council,  all  the  coun- 
sellors almost  being  under  pay,  made  the 
king  very  justly  suspect  the  informations  be 
got  from  Scotland.  In  June,  I  find  Sir 
Robert  admitted  to  the  ofiBce  of  justice-clerk. 
--While  Sir  Robert  is  in  Scotland,  all  the 
efforts  possible  were  made  by  the  prelates  and 
the  army  to  force  some  evidences  of  the 
necessity  of  the  continuing  the  forces  now  in 
pay.  One  day,  letters  come  in  to  Edinbuigh, 
signifying  that  the  Whigs  were  in  arms  again. 
Indeed  another  Pentland  would  not  have  been 
unwelcome  to  some  now.  At  another  time, 
the  accounts  came  in  of  attacks  upon  the 
legal  ministers'  houses.  I  find  it  believed 
by  people  who  understood  the  circumstances 
of  those  attempts,  that  some  of  the  army 
did  personate  the  Whigs,  and  plundered, 
and  rifled,  or  at  least  threatened  some  of 
the  curates'  houses;  but  having  seen  no 
particular  proofe  of  this  fact,  I  cannot  assert 
it.  However,  those  attempts  were  made  a 
strong  argument  for  the  keeping  up  of  the 
<utny;  yea.  Sir  William  Bannantyne  was 
sent  into  Galloway  a  second  time,  to  exact 
the  bonds  he  had  taken  from  a  great  many 
there,  which  yet  were  not  payable  till  Martin* 
mas,  in  hope  that  the  poor  people  might  be 
prevailed  with  to  resist  such  palpable  injus- 
tice ;  and  great  was  the  struggle  at  the  coun- 
cil-board to  preserve  the  army,  the  chief 
hope  and  support  of  the  bishops. 

Till  once  the  peace  with  Holland  was 
concluded,  it  was  not  found  proper  to  dis- 
band the  forces :  but  meanwbOe,  I  find,  in 
July,  many  prisoners,  upon  the  account  of 
Pentland,  are  set  at  liberty,  upon  their 
signing  <the  declaration ;  and  some  favours 
are  granted,  but  awkwardly  enough,  to  some 
presbyterian  gentiemen  confined  and  impris- 
oned. William  Lawrie,  tutor  of  Blackwood, 
is  allowed  to  come  out  of  the  Castie  of 
Edinbuigh,  and  to  have  the  liberty  of  the 
town,  about  his  affidrs.  James  Hamilton  of 
Aikenhead  (at  the  writing  of  this,  1715, 
lately  dead)  applies  the  council,  showing, 
"  he  had  been  confined  to  the  town  of  Inver- 
ness, and  liberties  thereof,  for  ten  months ; 
and,  ailer  the  payment  of  a  good  part  of 
his  fine,  was  confined  to  his  own  house,  and 
a  mUe  aboat  it,  where  he  had  lived  peace- 
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ably ;  and  all  this  for  mere  noDoonfonnit}', 
as  we  have  beard;  craving  be  might  be  per- 
mitted to  come  to  Fdinbuigh  about  neces- 
sary affiurs."  The  council  gnmts  him  liberty, 
upon  giving  bond,  under  the  penalty  of 
tea  thousand  merksi  to  return  to  his  con- 
finement betwixt  and  the  first  of  August  next. 

That  same  day,  July  11th,  the  council 
have  before  them  a  report  of  a  committee 
they  had  appointed  for  oonsideriqg  the  case 
of  the  prisoners  after  Pentland,  and  come 
to  the  following  issue  as  to  this  matter. 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coondl, 
having  considered  the  report  of  thdr  cooh 
mittee  for  examining  the  prisoners  in  the 
tolbooths  of  Edinbuigh  and  Ganoagytfs^ 
upon  the  account  of  their  accession  to  the 
late  rebellion ;  bearing,  that  they  have  exam- 
ined the  said  prisoners,  and  thereafter  ood- 
sidered  their  own  confessions,  do  find  all  of 
them  to  come  under  one  of  these  four 
classes.  I.  Some  that  are  risen  in  ann^ 
and  are,  by  their  own  confession,  deariy 
guilty  of  rebellion,  and  refuse  the  allegiance 
and  declaration.  2.  These  who  are  so 
guilty,  and  are  content  to  take  the  allegiance 
and  declaration.  3.  These  who  have  been 
taken  upon  suspicion,  that  they  have  had 
some  accesaon,  by  resetting,  abetting^  or 
otherwise  complying,  and  nevertheless  deny 
they  had  any  accession,  and  against  whom 
as  yet  there  is  no  evidence  or  probation  of 
guilt,  who  refuse  to  take  the  declanuioa. 
4.  These  who  are  in  the  condition  above 
written,  and  are  content  to  take  the  dedans 
tion :  in  which  several  classes  the  committee 
have  placed  the  several  prisoners,  conform 
to  the  lists  thereof,  given  in.  The  said 
lords  having  considered  the  stad  report, 
with  his  majesty's  letter,  giving  order  foi 
sending  such  of  the  said  prisoners  as  were 
guilty,  to  the  plantations,  do  ordain  the  per- 
sons contained  in  the  first  class,  who  are 
clearly  guilty  of  rebellion,  to  be  sent  to 
Barbadoes  with  the  first  opportunity ;  and 
ordain  a  letter  to  be  written  to  the  secretary, 
to  endeavour  to  procure  his  majesty's  par- 
don and  favour  for  the  two  prisoners  in  the 
second  class :  ordain  these  in  the  third  class 
to  continue  in  prison ;  and  recommend  to 
the  former  committee  to  examine  how  and 
by  wliom  they  were  imprisoned,  and  to  call 
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diete  who  did  imprison  them,  to  gfiTe  evi- 
dence agvimit  them ;  and  ordain  these  in  the 
fourth  daas  to  he  set  at  liberty  forth  of 
pwon,  they  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  dedaration ;  and  sach  of  them  as  are 
able,  finding  caation  to  appear  when  they 
shall  be  caUed,  and  to  keep  his  majestjr's 
peftoe  in  the  meantime ;  and  such  of  them  as 
are  not  able,  enacting  themselves  to  that 
effect,  under  the  penalties  contained  in  the 
laws  and  acts  of  parliament*' — ^By  the  regis- 
ters of  August  Ist,  I  $nd  that  Laaderdale 
received  this  opinion  of  the  council;  and 
acquaints  them,  as  the  king's  viill,  that  as 
to  Simpson  and  Rome  of  Beech,  the  two 
spoken  o^  the  king  remits  them  to  the 
council,  and  approves  of  what  they  had 
done,  and  leaves  it  to  the  council  to  deter- 
mine of  all  the  commons  that  were  in  rebel- 
lion, as  they  shall  think  best  for  his8er\'ice, 
and  the  quiet  of  the  nation ;  reserving  the 
landed  men,  and  such  as  are  under  process 
for  treason,  to  the  due  course  of  the  law. 
And  this  power,  as  to  the  commons,  is  after^ 
wards  explained,  upon  the  council's  desire, 
of  all  the  commons  at  Pentland,  whether  in 
prison  or  not 

At  length  a  letter  from  the  king,  dated 
August  13th,  comes  down,  peremptorily 
ordering  the  disbanding  the  army ;  see  note.* 
The  peace  with  France,  Holland,  and  Den- 
mark, had  been  concluded  in  the  end  of 
July.  The  nation  could  not  much  longer 
bear  an  army,  at  least  acting  as  they  did, 
without  ruin.  A  captain's  place  was  now 
as  profitable  as  agood  estate ;  and  no  redress 
could  be  got  of  the  cruelties  and  injustice 
committed  by  them,  the  privy  council  being 
mostly  made  up  of  the  army.    By  this  the 


*  King*siMer  to  cauncU,  August  SSef,  1667. 

Charles  U. 

Rif  ht  tnuty,  &c  We  greet  you  well.  The 
fTCttt  care  vre  had  of  the  honour  and  safety  of 
that  our  ancient  kingdom,  obliged  as  to  nise 
both  horses  aud  foot,  in  a  proportion  much 
abore  what  that  kingdom  could  lon^  bear ;  aud 
DOW  when  God  hath  blessed  us  with  so  fair  a 
prospect  of  peace,  that  same  care  obliges  us  to 
ease  the  country  of  so  heavy  a  burden,  as  soon 
as  Is  possible:  therefore  we  have  thought  fit 
and  aeci'sssry  to  acquaint  you  with  our  resolu- 
tion to  dialHmd  all  the  horse  (excepting  the  two 
troops  of  the  guards  commanded  by  you,  our 
rommlasioiier,  and  the  earl  of  Newbui^^^h),  as 
•bo  the  greatest  part  of  the  foot.    A\e  shall 
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presbyterians  had  a  considerable 
breathing,  when,  upon  the  event  of 
a  peace  abroad,  they  expected  the  utmost 
rigour,  and  the  bishops  resolved  it  The 
forfeitures  we  have  heud  passed  this  month, 
balanced  the  dissolution  of  the  army,  to 
the  two  chief  officers,  Dalriel  and  Drum- 
mond,  and  the  rest  behoved  to  be  satisfied. 
1  am  told  the  archbishop  of  GUugow  was 
extremely  chagrined  at  this  step,  and  said, 
**  Now  that  the  army  was  disbandied,  the  gos- 
pel would  go  out  of  his  diocese.*'  The  king's 
letter  is  very  peremptory,  and  the  aimy  in 
paid  and  disbanded,  except  two  troops  of 
horse,  and  Linlithgow's  foot  guards.  Now, 
for  a  season,  matters  are  managed  by  the 
more  moderate  part  of  the  council,  Tweed- 
dale,  Sir  Robert  Murray,  and  others,  under 
the  direction  of  Lauderdale. 

When  the  army  is  removed,  the  next 
question  in  council  is.  How  the  country  shall 
be  kept  in  peace  without  the  army  ?  Here 
the  two  different  parties  in  council  acted 
their  different  parts,  according  to  their  differ- 
ing views  and  designs.  The  bishops  and 
their  party,  who  had  managed  all  here  for 
some  time,  were  violently  for  pressing  the 
declaration  upon  all  suspected  persons,  and 
no  doubt  quoted  the  king's  letter  of  March 
last,  allowing  this.  Forfeitures  and  spoil 
were  now  a  little  out  of  their  present  hopes, 
but  still  that  party  continued  to  press  the 
harshest  measures  they  had  any  prospect  of 
accomplishing,  expecting  such  measures 
might  at  length  irritate  the  country,  and 
open  a  new  door  for  violence  and  force.  In 
this  their  good  firiends  concerned  in  the 
army  heartily  joined  them.  The  moderate 
party,  Tweeddale,  Kincardine,  Cochran,  and 


together  with  the  orders  for  publishing  the 
peace,  send  particular  orders  for  disbanding  all 
the  troops,  and  as  many  of  the  foot  as  we  shall 
think  fit :  in  the  mean  time,  we  hare  giren 
command  to  our  commissioner  of  our  treasury, 
to  use  all  possible  endeavours  for  raising  money 
to  pay  these  troops  and  companies  so  to  be 
dislwnded :  and  we  do  require  you  of  our  privy 
council,  to  be  assbtant  with  your  utmost  con- 
currences, In  what  shall  be  desired  by  the 
commissioners  of  our  tressurv  for  that  effprt : 
so  expecting  your  obedience  in  so  necessAry  a 
work,  we  bid  you  heartilv  farewell.  Given  at 
our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  23d  day  of  August, 
1667,  and  of  our  reign  the  19th  year. — By  his 
mijesty*s  command,  Lauuesdals.        s 
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8ir  Robert  Bfianmy,  who  now  had 
the  treMiiiy  in  oommiMion,  with 
•noh  as  joined  them,  propoaed  a  bond  of 
peaoe  to  be  taken  and  anbacribed  by  all  to 
whom  it  dionld  be  tendered;  and  alleged 
ibis  would  either  be  taken,  and  to  the  end 
propoaed  waa  gained;  or  be  refused,  and 
then  the  refuseri,  which  they  imagined 
would  be  yery  few,  would  be  expoaed,  and 
eyery  body  would  obeenre  their  unacoount- 
ableneea,  in  standing  out  against  so  reason- 
able and  easy  a  demand.  After  abundance 
of  warm  reasoning  anent  the  two  expedients, 
the  council  came  to  state  the  yote,  which 
of  them  should  be  gone  into,  the  declara- 
tion, or  bond  of  peace.  When  the  rolls 
were  called.  Sir  Peter  Wedderfoum  derk 
to  the  council  affirmed,  the  first  expedient 
carried.  Sir  Robert  Murray  contradicted 
him,  and  the  rolls  were  again  called,  and 
the  clerk  affirmed  a  second  time  the  decla- 
ration carried.  Sir  Robert  a  second  time 
contradicted  him.  Great  heat  arose,  and 
the  chancellor  blamed  Sir  Robert  for  ques- 
tioning the  clerk's  fidelity.  He  answered, 
he  would  credit  his  own  senses  more  than 
any  clerk  in  the  world.  And  the  rolls  being 
called,  and  the  yotes  distinctly  and  narrowly 
marked,  it  was  found  the  bond  of  peace  M'as 
yoted  to  be  the  expedient,  by  the  plurality. 
This  council-day,  September  13th,  the 
members  were  fully  conyened :  both  sides 
had  mustered  their  forces,  and  there  were 
present,  **  earl  of  Rothes  the  king's  commis- 
sioner, archbishops  of  St  Andrew's  and 
Glasgow,  duke  Hamilton,  marquis  of  Mon- 
trose, earli  of  Kelly,  Weems,  Airlie,  Callen- 
dar,  Annandale,  Tweeddale,  Kincardine,  and 
Dundee,*  lords  Drumlanerk,  Sinclair,  Coch- 
ran, Bellenden,  general  Dalziel,  lieutenant- 
general  Drummond,  Sir  John  Gilmour  lord 
president  of  the  session.  Sir  Archibald  Prim- 


*  Thiiwai  John,  third  and  kat  earl  of  Dundee. 
He  died  ia  the  summer  of  the  following  year 
without  iasae,  and  the  earl  of  Lauderdale 
obtained  a  gnnt  of  hia  eatate  from  the  crown  for 
bia  brother  Hatton.  In  1GB4^  Dudhope,  the 
family  aeat,  waa  beatowed,  aa  a  reward  for  hia 
bntcheriea,  upon  John  Graham,  better  known  in 
Scotland  by  the  name  of  bloody  Clavera ;  who^ 
in  1668  waa  created  riacoant  or  Dundee,  and  in 
tba  foUowina  year  feU  in  the  battle  afKillicran- 
ky.    Scots  Peerage,  ToL  1.  pp.  446, 469.— £<<. 


rote  krd  register,  Sir  John  NiabaC  l«i 
adyooate^  the  kird  jnstioMiefk,  Sir  Reh«l 
Munrny,  Sir  Jamea  Lockhart  of  Lee^  Iht 
lairdaof  HaltonnaadNiddiy.''  Tkeoo^dl 
after  their  debatea  are  oyer,  oAr  aonae  pnh 
positkmi  to  the  king,  for  liie  penee  of  tha 
country  when  the  army  ia  didbanded,  tlal 
after  examinatioa  he  may  aignify  hia  plai^ 
ure  thereanent;  and  they  are  aa  folUnr; 
*"  1st,  TbataprodamatiimbeiasiMd,  bevi^ 
a  general  pardon  and  indemnity  to  all,  tfcift 
were  in  the  late  rebdlion,  exoept  these  tel 
are  forfeited,  or  under  the  proceea  of  forfti^ 
ure;  as  also  all  such,  as  since  the  late  rebet 
lion,  have  done  yiolenoe  to  the  persons  cf 
ministers,  inyaded  their  houses,  or  robbed 
and  taken  away  their  goods,  the  said  penoM 
indemnified  alwajrs  coming  in  to  such  aa  the 
council  shall  appoint,  betwixt  and  a  bfaak 
day,  and  giving  bond,  and  sufficient  sunty 
for  the  peace,  or  otherwise  give  their  own 
bond  and  their  oath,  that  they  are  not  able 
to  find  caution,  at  the  sight  of  these  wha 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  coonciL — Htj^ 
That  such  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  heriton 
and  feuars,  who  shall  subscribe  bonds  fir 
blank  sums  of  money,  for  themselyea,  and 
their  respective  tenants  and  servants  to  keep 
the  peace ;  the  said  noblemen  and  gvntleme^ 
heritors  and  feuar,  for  their  relief  and  seo^ 
rity,  shall  have  power  and  warrant  to  take 
bonds  from  their  tenants  and  servants  fir 
blank  sums  of  money,  not  to  rise  in  anas 
against,  or  without  the  kii^s  authority ;  and 
not  to  buy  any  arms,  or  keep  horses  abofs 
the  value  of  threescore  pounds  Scots ;  with 
power  to  disarm  their  tenants,  and  if  they 
refiise  to  give  bonds,  as  said  is,  in  that  caae^ 
if  they  have  no  tacks  nor  rentals,  that  they 
remove  them  irom  their  possessions ;  and  tf 
they  have  standing  tacks  or  rentals  for  yean 
yet  to  run,  that  they  raise  letters,  and  chaige 
them  for  that  effect  under  the  signet  of  ^ 
privy  council,  for  which  these  shall  be  a 
sufficient  warrant  to  the  clerk  thereof  to 
grant  the  same,  and  shall  cause  denounce 
them  rebels,  and  put  them  to  the  horn; 
whereupon  it  is  declared,  that  their  masten 
shall  have  the  gift  of  their  single,  or  lifennt 
escheat  gratis^  in  so  far  as  may  be  extended 
to  the  rooms  and  possessions  belonging  to 
their  masters. — Sdly,  That  a  milkia  be  set* 
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fl«4  in  tlMt  way  tbift  lu8  imjestj  dMdl  be 
fkned  to  ippabt— 41I1I7,  That  tha  kiiig^i 
njal  plaaanre  maj  be  knowiiy  as  to  all  ihk 
blemen,  gentlemm,  beriton,  and  feuaiii 
who  sliall  enter  in  bond  lor  themsehret^  or 
their  tenants  and  senranti  to  keep  the  peaces 
and,  if  they  need,  to  be  pressed  with  the 
taking  of  the  declaration.— Sthlj,  That  an 
express  order  be  sent  f or  tsking  off  the  pro^ 
damation  of  the  26th  of  March  last  for  bring- 
ing in  of  horses  and  arms,  as  to  all  such  as 
hare  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  de- 
olaration,  or  have  carried  arms  for  his 
miyeety's  authority  against  those  in  the 
hte  rebellion."— Upon  the  8th  of  October, 
the  king's  letter  in  answer  to  their  proposals, 
comes  to  be  read,  with  a  proclamation  of 
pardon  and  indemnity,  dated  October  1st 
This  1  haye  insert  here  from  the  register, 
as  follows: — 

^  Charles,  &c.  Whereas  you,  having  con- 
sidered of  the  best  and  most  effectual  ways» 
for  securing  of  the  peace  of  that  our  king^ 
dom,  did,  upon  the  13th  of  September  last, 
offer  to  us  i&Ye  proposals,  that  after  exami- 
nation thereof,  we  might  signify  our  royal 
{Measure  and  comnumds  concerning  them. 
We  have  considered  the  said  proposals,  and 
have  thought  fit  to  return  you  this  our 
snswer,  that  we  approve  of  the  first  proposal ; 
and  in  pursuance  thereof  we  send  you  this 
endoeed  prodamation,  which  we  require  you 
to  publish  in  the  ordinary  way.  We  do 
also  approve  the  second  proposal,  and 
require  you  speedily  to  give  order  for  these 
bonds  from  the  noblemen,  f^ntlemen,  heri- 
ton,  feuars,  fSor  themselves,  and  their 
respective  tonants  and  servants  to  keep  the 
peace,  and  for  their  relief  as  is  expressed  in 
that  proposal.  As  to  the  third  proposal, 
we  shall  give  orders  speedily  for  settling  a 
militia  in  that  our  andent  kingdom.  In 
answer  to  the  fourth  proposal,  it  is  our 
royal  pleasure,  as  to  the  noblemen,  gentle- 
men, heritors,  and  feuars,  who  shall  enter 
in  bonds  for  themselves,  tenants  and  ser- 
vants, to  keep  the  peace,  according  to  the 
second  proposal,  that  they  be  not  pressed  with 
taking  the  declaration,  enjoined  by  the  act 
of  parliament  for  persons  of  public  trust 
And  lastly,  in  pursuance  of  your  fifth 
proposal,  we  do  authorize  you  to  take  off 
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the  pmdamation,  dated  the  S5th  of  .  _. 
fifiarch  last,  in  relation  to  all  soch 
as  have  already  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  declaratioB,  or  who  have  carried  anna 
for  our  authority  against  those  in  the  late 
rebellion.  Thne,  we  hope,  shall  prove 
effectual  means  for  securing  the  peace. 
Yet,  lest  there  should  be  any  so  malicious 
as  not  to  accept  of  this  our  gradous  pardon, 
and  for  the  more  effectual  executing  <^  what 
is  proposed,  we  do  require  you  to  advise  of 
the  most  convenient  quarters  for  the  horse 
and  foot  yet  standing,  to  the  end  they  may 
speedily  march  thither,  and  carefully  observe 
such  orders  as  you  shall  appoint  We  do 
again  repeat  what  we  seriously  recommended 
by  our  last  letter  firom  Whitehall,  concern- 
ing countenancing  our  archbishops  and 
bishops,  and  all  the  orthodox  deigy.  And 
as  we  have  here  signified  our  pleasure  about 
your  proposals  for  the  quiet  of  the  kingdom; 
so  we  are  no  less  solidtous  for  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  church,  recommending  to 
you,  that  all  prudent  and  effectual  course 
may  be  pursued  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  church,  for  obedience  to  the  good  laws 
made  thereanent,  and  for  punishing  the 
contemners  and  disobeyers  of  the  same. 
And  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewelL 
Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  first 
day  of  October,  1067,  and  of  our  reign 
the  nineteenth  year.  By  his  miyesty's 
command. 

"  Lauderdale." 

I  find  by  the  registers,  that  there  hadi 
been  heat  among  the  counsellors  upon 
receiving  of  this  letter,  and  the  council  do 
not,  as  hitherto  they  never  fiiiled  since  the 
restoration,  order  immediate  publication  of 
the  king's  proclamation,  but  appoint  a  con^ 
mittee  to  consider  the  letter  and  procbma- 
tion.  To-morrow,  October  9th,  the  council 
order  some  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
names  of  the  excepted  persons,  in  the 
mrodamation  oi  indemnity.  They  find  there 

is  no  such  person  as Row  chaplain  to 

Scotstarbet  They  order  Caldwell  and 
Kersland  to  be  designed  younger,  Bfr  Trail 
to  be  designed  chapbiin  to  Scotstarbet,  and 
Paton  they  order  to  be  designed  late 
preacher,  and  Row's  name  to  be  MQt«d<ral\ 
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and  then  appoint  the  proclamation 
*  to  be  printed.  I  have  subjoined  it* 
This  pardon  and  indemnity  had  this 
remark  made  upon  it  hj  some,  when  it 
came  out,  that  in  the  beginning  it  pardoned 
all,  in  the  middle  very  few,  and  in  the  close 
none  at  alL  After  the  amendments  made 
upon  this  proclamation,  which  are  censures 
on  their  own  rashness  and  inconsiderateness 
on  thoir  former  acts,  among  the  excepted 
some  still  remain  dead,  and  others  of  tiiem 
who  were  not  at  Pentland,  as  hath  been 
remarked.  In  short,  the  reader  ^ill  notice, 
that  the  same  lists  almost  are  in  the  procla- 
mation discharging  harbour,  the  advocate's 
commission  for  processing  by  forfeiture,  and 
these  exceptions  in  the  pardon.  The  excep- 
tions are  very  lai^,  about  sixty  in  number, 
and  include  the  persons  of  any  consideration 
almost,  which  they  got  notice  of.    These, 


*  King't  pardon  and  indtmnily  to  Ihote  in  the 
rebeUion,  October,  Is/,  1667. 

Charlea,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Scot- 
land, Knylaod,  Fraace,  and  Irrland,  defender 
of  the  faith;  to  all  and  sundry  our  lieges  and 
subjects  whom  these  presents  do,  or  mav  ouucem, 
greeting :  Forasmuoo  aa  It  hath  been  aJwajra  our 
greatest  care,  that  our  good  subjects  may  Uve  iu 
peace  and  happiness  under  our  government,  so 
we  have,  for  that  purpose,  been  more  desirous 
to  make  use  of  our  mercy,  to  induce  them  to  a 
dutiful  submission  to  our  laws,  than  to  take 
special  notice  of  any  disorders  committed  by 
them,  as  the  acts  of  indemnity  and  grace  lately 
granted  by  us  will  witness.  And  the  same 
tenderness  towards  them  still  possessing  us,  in 
order  to  those  who  have  been  seduced  and  mis- 
led in  the  late  rebellion  and  insurrection  that 
appeared  in  some  of  the  western  shires,  iu  the 
month  of  November  last,  we  are  resolved  that 
our  mercy  to  them  shall  far  exceed  our  justice : 
and  therefon%  out  of  our  special  grace  and 
favour,  we  do  by  these  presento  grant  our  full 
and  free  pardon  and  indemnity  to  all  persons 
who  were  engaged  in  the  said  rebellion,  or  who 
had  aoression  thereto,  from  all  pain  or  punish- 
ment which  by  the  law  they  are  liable  to  for  the 
said  rebellion,  and  for  all  deeds  done  by  them  in 
the  same,  or  in  relation  thereto .  excepting  al- 
ways from  this  pardon,  the  persons  and  fortunes 
of  Colonel  James  Wallace,  major  Learmont, 

Maxwell  of  Monrief  younfer,  — —  M*Lel- 

Un  of  liarscob, Gordon  of  Parbreck,  — — 

M'Lellan    of   Balmagechan,   Cannon    of 

Burashalloch  younger, Cannon  of  Barley, 

younger,  —  Caimon  of  Mordrogget  younger, 

Wel«h  of  Scar, Welsh  of  Coruley, 

Gordon  of  Garrery  in  Keils,  liobert  Chalmers 
brother  to  Gafigirth,  Henry  Grier  in  iialmacleU 
lan,  David  Stot  in  Irongray,  John  Gordon  in 
JMidtoun  of  Dairy,  William  Gordon  there, 
John  M*Maught  there,  Hubert  and  Gilbert 
Cannons  there, Gordon  of  Bar,  elder,  in 


with  about  fnrty  executed,  and  a  hundred 
killed,  and  a  good  many  who  died  of  their 
wounds,  do  make  up  near  a  third  part  of  the 
people  who  had  beoi  actually  in  the  engige- 
ment  at  Pentland;  and  the  rest  were  such 
whose  names  they  had  not  come  to  the 
knowledge  o^  and  generally  mean  country 
people,  whom  they  needed  scarce  notioe. 
So  the  king*s  mercy  in  this  indemnity  does 
not  extend  itself  very  far.  The  exception 
of  robbing  ministers'  houses,  is  cast  in  to 
throw  an  odium  upon  all  engaged  in  that 
appearance.  It  hath  been  already  noticed, 
that  at  this  time  it  was  alleged,  some  of  the 
army,  under  the  mask  of  these  honest 
people,  had  been  put  upon  this  work;  bat 
I  can  find  no  presbyterians  engaged  in  thow 
attacks.  The  last  and  greatest  clog  pat 
upon  the  indemnity  is,  the  bond  of  peace, 
with  a  clause  of  nonresistance  in  it,  which 


KUpatrick-durbam,  Patrick  M*Naughtin  Cum- 
nock, John  M*Naught  bis  son, Gordon  of 

Holm  younger,  Dempster  of   Carridow, 

of  Dai^nner, of  Sundlwall. 

lUmsay  in  the  Mains  of  Aniistoon,  John 
Hutchison  in  Newbottle,  Patrick  Ltistou  in 
Calder,  William  Liston  his  son,  Jamet  WU- 
kie  in  the  Mains  of  Cliftonhall,  the  laird  of  CoM- 
well,  the  good-man  of  Caldwell,  younger,  thi 
laird  of  Kenland  younger,  the  laird  of  Bedland- 

Coningham,  Porterfield   of    QiuurdtoD, 

Alexander  Porterfield  his  brother, Lockhart 

of  Wicketshaw,    Mr Trail,    son  to  Mr 

Bobert  Trail,  sometime  chaplain  to  Scotstarbct, 
David  Poe  in  PokeUy,  Mr  Gabriel  Semple,  Joha 
Semple,  Mr  John  Guthrie,  Mr  John  Welsh, 
Mr  Samuel  Amot,  Mr  James  Smith,  Mr  Alex- 
ander Pedden,  Mr Orr,  Mr  William  Veitch, 

Mr Paton  preacher,  Mr Crookshankib 

Mr  Gabriel  Maxwell,  Mr  John  Carataira,  Mr 
James  Mitchell,  Mr  William  Forsyth,  and  of 
all  others  who  are  forfeited,  and  who  are  undtf 
process  of  forfeiture :  as  also  excepting  all  sodi 
who,  since  the  late  rebellion,  have  oeen  accesaory 
to  the  robbing  of  ministers'  houses,  and  commll- 
ting  violences  upon  the  persons  of  ministers,  and 
who  shall  be  processed  for  the  same,  and  found 

5uilty  thereof,  betwixt  and  the  flrat  day  of 
)ecember  next  ensuing ;  but  with  this  cxpresa 
condition  always,  that  this  pardon  shall  only 
extend  to  such  who,  betwixt  and  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  shall  make  their  appearaoos 
before  such  as  are  authorized  for  that  elfect,  and 
shall  give  bond  and  security  for  keeping  the  pub- 
lic peace  of  our  kingdom;  and  that  audi  of 
them  as  shall  give  their  oath  that  they  cannot 
find  security  and  caution,  give  their  own  bond 
for  that  purpose.  And  this  our  royal  favour 
and  grace,  we  appoint  to  be  published  at  the 
market-cross  of  £dinbun[b,  and  other  royal 
burghs  of  these  shires.  Given  at  our  court  at 
Whitehall,  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thoa- 
sand  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  of  our 
reign  the  nineteenth  year. 
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udered  it  almost  useless  to  any  who  had 
«n  at  Pentland;  and  yery  few  of  them, 
fiur  as  I  hear  of,  took  it  However,  this 
rdon,  such  as  it  was,  tended  to  the  quiet 
the  country,  and  joined  with  the  dis- 
nding  of  the  army,  which  was  by  far  the 
we  merciful  and  gracious  act,  gave  a 
tie  breathing  to  the  presbyterians  in  the 
!St  and  south.  Jointly  with  this  indemnity 
9  council  publish  their  act  of  the  same 
te,  containing  the  names  of  the  persons 
pointed  by  them  in  the  diflferent  shires,  to 
ce  subscriptions  from  such  as  claimed 
Befit  by  this  indemnity,  and  annex  the 
py  of  the  bonds,  with  caution  and  without 
required  of  them;  which  the  reader  will 
d  below,*  and  order  all  the  prisoners  at 


'^unciCs  act  amnt  the  indemnityt  ^^^  '^  f>ond 
of  peace,  October  9tk,  1667. 

The  lord!  of  his  mi^esty*!  privy  coaiicil,  in 
rwiance  of  his  majesty's  gracious  pleasure, 
stained  in  his  royal  proclamation  above -men- 
oedy  do  give  power,  warrant,  and  commission 

Ui«  persons  following,  within  the  several 
and*  and  Jurisdictions  under- written,  viz.: — 
the  lord  Lee,  the  lairds  of  Kaplocb,  Corhouse, 
imbosnetban,  Sir  John  Whiteford  and  Mr 
ho  Hamilton  of  Kaith,  sheriff-depute  for  the 
eriffidom  of  Lanark,  the  roaster  of  Cochran, 
r  John  Cochran,  the  Lord  Stair,  Sir  Thomas 
allmce  of  Craigie,  Mr  John  Cunningham 
Tocmte,  Mr  James  Cunningham  sheriff-depute 

Ayr,  Mr  Huch  Montgomery  sheriff-depute 

Renfrew,  and  'William  Cunningham  late 
OTOSt  of  Ayr,  for  the  sheriffdoms  of  Ayr  and 
mfirew  ;  the  master  of  Herries,  the  sheriff  of 
•lioway,  the  klrd  of  Baldoon, Maxwell 

Munabes,  and Maxwell  of  Woodhead, 

r  the  aberiffdom  of  Wigton  and  stewartry  of 
Kirkcudbright ;  James  Crichton  of  St  Leon- 
tdX  the  lairds  of  Craigdarroch  and  Wester-raw 

-^  LKMiglasof  Mousehili,  and Carruthers 

r  Howmains,  for  the  sheriffdom  of  Dumfries, 
ad  stewartry  of  Annandale,  or  any  two  of 
hem  for  illc  sbire  and  stewartry  above  specified, 
ad  to  the  lords  of  session,  or  any  two  of  them, 
hr  all  the  other  bounds  and  shires  of  the  king- 
hm,  to  meet  and  convene  at  the  head  burghs  of 
tke  respective  shires  and  stewartries,  and  the 
lords  ofsesaion  to  meet  at  Edinburgh,  upon  the 
tventy-afoond  and  twenty-ninth  of  October 
rsstant*  and  the  first  and  last  Tuesdays  of  both 
the  montha  of  November  and  December  there- 
ifker,  and  there  to  receive  bonds  for  keeping  of 
Ihe  peace,  from  all  such  persons  as  have  been 
•ocesaory  to  the  late  insurrection,  and  are  now 
to  have  the  benefit  of  his  majesty's  pardon,  in 
Banner  contained  in  his  majesty's  proclamation, 
that  ia  to  say,  bond  and  caution  from  all  such  as 
are  able  to  find  caution,  and  that  under  such 
paina  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  respective 
niorums  thereof,  shall  appoint :  and  for  such  as 
uall  make  faith,  that  tbe^  are  not  able  to  find 
tuition,  that  they  accept  Irom  them  their  own 
lends*,  conform  to  the  tenor  of  the  bond  hereunto 
nl^ined  :  and  upon  the  niudperioajtBubgcriblng 


Edinburgh,  to  be  digmined  upon 
signing  tibe  bond. 

That  same  day,  the  council  agree  upon 
the  bond  of  peace  to  be  signed  by  noblemen, 
gentlemen,  heritors,  and  feuars,  for  them- 
selyes,  tenants,  and  servants,  and  make  an 
act  thereanent,  which   I  have  insert  be- 

of  the  said  bonds,  that  the  said  commissioners 
give  a  testificate  under  their  hands,  bearing  that 
they  have  siirned  the  same,  and  are  thereby  to 
have  the  benefit  of  his  majesty's  pardon,  con- 
tained in  the  foresaid  proclamation  :  and  ordain 
all  such  bonds  as  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  said 
persons  to  beretumed  by  the  said  commissioners 
to  the  clerk  of  his  majesty's  council,  that  they 
may  be  insert  and  regiatrate  in  the  books  thereof, 
betwixt  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  next. 
And  ordain  these  presents,  with  the  said  procla- 
mation and  bonds  under- written,  to  be  printed, 
and  published  by  macers  or  messengers  of  arms, 
at  the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  at  the 
market-crosses  of  Lanark,  Ayr,  Henfrew,  Wig- 
ton,  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  Dumfries, 
and  other  places  needful,  that  none  pretend 
ignorance. 

PxT.  WsDDERBuaN,  cl.  secT.  conciUL 

Follows  the  tenor  of  the  bond  to  be  subKribed  by 
such  of  tiie  rebeu  as  are  able  to  find  caution. 

I,  A.  B.  bind  and  oblige  me  that  1  shall 
keep  the  public  peace,  and  that  I  shall  not  rise 
in  arms  against,  or  without  his  majesty's 
autboritv,  under  all  highest  pains  that  may 
follow,  in  case  I  shall  do  any  thing  in  the 
contrary:  and  for  further  surety,  C.  D.  doth 
bind  and  oblige  himself  as  cautioner  for  me, 
for  my  keeping  of  the  pejure,  and  performance 
of  the  obligement  foresaid,  under  the  pain  of 

to  be  paid  in  case  I  contra- 
vene the  same,  Likeas,  in  the  ca&e  foresaid,  the 
said  C.  D.  my  cautioner,  binds  and  obliges  bim, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  to  pay  the  foresaid  sum 
to  the  commissioners  of  his  majesty's  treasury, 
treasurer,  or  treasurer-depute,  that  tihall  happen 
to  be  for  the  time,  for  his  maiesty's  use.  And 
I  the  said  A.  B.  bind  and  oblige  me,  my  heirs 
and  successors,  to  relieve  my  cautioner  of  the 
premises,  and  of  all  damage  he  shall  happen  to 
sustain  therethrough,  in  any  sort:  consenting 
these  presents  be  registrate  in  the  books  of 
privy-council,  that  all  execution  necessary  may 
pass  hereupon,  in  form  as  effeirs  :  and  constitute 

our  procurators.     In 
witness  whereof,  written  by 

we  have  subscribed  these  presents, 
at 

Follows  the  bond  to  be  subscribed  by  such  as  are 
not  abletojind  caution. 

I,  A.  B.  bind  and  oblige  me,  that  I  shall 
keep  the  public  peace,  and  that  I  shall  not  rise 
in  arms  against,  or  without  his  majesty's 
authority,  under  all  highest  pfins  that  may 
follow,  in  case  I  shall  do  any  thing  in  the  con- 
trary :  consenting  these  presents  be  r^istrate  in 
the  books  of  privy  council,  that  all  execution 
necessary  may  pass  hereupon,  in  form  as  effeirs: 
and  constitute  my 

procurators.     In  witness  whereof,  written  by 

1  hav«  su\3«ct\Vw.^  \}mm 
presents,  at 
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low,*  and  firom  it  I  shall  set  down 
here  the  tenor  of  this  bond,  which 
at  this  junctors  was  very  much  pressed  on 
the  west  and  south  country,  as  it  stands  in 
the  register  it  runs:-— **  I,  A.  B.  do  «Dg«ge^ 
bind,  and  oblige  myself  to  keep  the  public 
peace,  under  the  pain  of  a  year's  rent  of  all 
and  whatsomever  lands  and  heritages  per- 
tain to  me,  to  be  paid  in  case  I  oontravene ; 
and  also  I  bind  and  oblige  me,  that  these 
who  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  be 
my  men,  tenants,  and  servants,  during  the 
time  they  shall  be  men,  tenants,  and  sei^ 
vants  to  me,  shall  keep  the  public  peace, 
under  the  pains  respective  aftermentioned, 
to  be  paid  totiea  quotieSy  if  they,  or  any  of 
them  shall  do  in  ^e  contrar;  that  is  to  say, 
of  the  payment  of  the  full  value  of  a  year's 
duty,  payable  to  me  for  the  time  by  the 
tenant  or    tenants  tliat   shall  happen    to 
C4»ntraveno;  and  for  my  servants,  in  case 
any  of  them  shall  contravene;  the  full  value 
of  a  year's  fee.      Which  sums  foresaid,  I 
bind  and  oblige  me,  my  heirs,  executors 
and  successors,  in  the  case  foresaid,  to  pay 
the  conmiissioners  of  the  treasury,  treasurer, 
or  treasurer-depute,  who  shall  happen  to  be 
for  the  time,  for  his  majestjr's  use:  and 

*  CoundTs  act  about  the  bond. 

The  lords  of  his  majevty's  privy  council,  in 
puniUAnce  of  hia  iniyesty'H  commands  for  secur- 
ing the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  have  nominated 
and  appointed  the  earls  of  Kglinton,  Dumfries, 
and  I^udon,  the  lords  Cochrau,  Rots,  and  Stair, 
for  the  shires  of  Ayr  and   Uenfrew;  the  lord 
duke  llamiltou,  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  the 
earlu  of  Linlithgow  and  Wigton,  and  the  lord 
Jjte,  for  the  shir  of  Lanark  ;  the  earls  of  Lin- 
lithgow,  Annandale,  Galloway,  and  the  lord 
Drumlanrlg   for    the    shire   of   Wigton,    and 
stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  as  also    for    the 
ahire  of  Dumfries  and  stewartry  of  Annandale, 
with  power  to  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  for 
the  said  shires  and  stewartries,  to  appoint  the 
haill  noblemen,  gentlemen,  heritors,  and  feoars, 
of  the  said  respective  shires  and  stewartries,  to 
meet  at  the  head  burgh  of  the  shire  or  stewartry 
upon  the  days  following,  viz. — the  shire  of  Avr 
and  Renfrew  upon  the  last  of  this  instant,  tne 
shire  of  I^anark  upon  the  Sith  instant,  and  the 
shire  of  Wigton  and  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright, 
riiire  of  Dumfries  and  stewartry  of  Annan^e, 
upon  the  7th  of  November  next,  and  thereafter 
to  appoint  their  own  diets,  and  there  to  oiTer  to 
thom  a  bond  agreed  upon  by  the  council,  and 
herewith  sent  subscribed  by  their  clerk,  to  be 
subscribed  by  them,  for  themselves,  their  ten- 
ants and  servants,  for  keeping  the  peace,  under 
the  penalty  therein  contained  ;  and  grant  power 
Co  all  such  noblemen,  heritors,  and  feuars  of 
the  said  respective  ihires  and  stewartries,  who 


consent  thir  pffesenti  be  nfistnite  ia  the 
books  of  privy  oouneiL*'— I  have  belore  ne 
a  good  many  other  oopiea  of  the  bond  ef 
peace  at  this  time  pressed,  which  all  agresk 
and  are  onlya  little  shorter  than  this  taken 
from  the  registers.  And  though  the  above 
draught  is  that  which  was  imposed  by 
authority,  yet  having  ground  to  think  thai 
what  foUows  was  the  shape  in  which  it  wsi 
offered  up  and  down  the  ooontry,  I  have 
likewise  added  it: — ^  I,  A.  K  do  bind  ud 
oblige  me,  to  keep  the  public  peace,  and  if 
1  &il,  that  I  shall  pay  a  year's  rent:  like- 
wise, that  my  tenants  and  meiHwrvants 
shall  keep  the  public  peace,  and  in  case  they 
fiul,  I  oblige  myself  to  pay  for  every  tenant 
his  year's  rent,  and  for  every  servant  his 
year's  fee.  And  for  the  more  security  I  am 
content  thir  presents  be  regwtrate  in  the 
books  of  counciL" 

This  short  bond  was  framed,  as  were  motA 
of  the  public  papers  of  this  time,  so  as  it 
became  matter  of  warm  debates  amongst 
conscientious  and  religious  people,  who 
feared  an  oath,  and,  which  are  next  to  it, 
bonds  and  subscriptions.  Tlie  words  were 
so  general,  as,  at  first  view,  they  seemed  to 
contain  nothiiig  contrary  to  the  principles  ef 


shall  subscribe  the  same,  to  require  their  reaper 
tivo  men,  tenants,  and  servants,  to  subsrrlbe  s 
bond  for  their  keqilDg  the  peace,  and  reUeriaf 
them  of  their  engagements.     And  for  the  sM 
noblemen,  gentlemen,  heritors,  and  feuars  fan- 
said,  their  encouragement  to  enga^^  as  said  hi^ 
the  said  lords  grant  them  full  power  and  war- 
rant, in  case  tneir  said  tenants  refuse  to  bind 
for  their  relief,  to  disarm  them ;   and  if  thqr 
have  no  tacks  or  rentals,  to  remove  them  litHB 
their  possessions ;    and  if  they  have  standiiy 
tacks  or  rentals  for  years  yet  to  run,  give  wamat 
to  the  clerk  of  council  upon  their  desire,  to  gnat 
letters  to  charge  them  to  find  the  said  caution; 
and  If  they  continue  disobedient,  ordain  thea  •• 
be  denounced  rebels,  and  put  to  the  horn ;  apsn 
which  denunciation  the  lords  declare,  that  the 
said  noblemen,  gentlemen,  heritors,  or  fraan^ 
their  masters  shall  have  the  gift  of  their  slnria 
or  liferent-esoiieat  gratisy   in  so  flir  as  may  M 
extended  to  the  rooms  and  possessions  bdongiog 
to  them ;  and  ordain  the  said  commissioners  •• 
return  the  said  bonds  to  the  clerk  of  council,  to 
be  by   him    registrate   in  the   books  theraoC 
betwixt  and  the  15th  day  of  January  not :  as 
likewise  the  stud  lords  give  warrant  to  the  wM 
commissioners  to    declare  to  such    noUcmen, 
eentlemen,   heritors,  and  feuars,  as  shall  give 
bond,  as  said  in^  that  thev  shall  not  be  prtsacd  te 
take  the  declaration,  unless  they  be  admitted  tt» 
places  of  public  trust,  conform  to  the  late  act  of 
parliament  made  thereanent.    The  copy  of  tht 
l>ond  follows,  see  the  body  of  the  hiiitory. 
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a  pmbyterian,  and  those  who  desired  to 
ituid  &in  to  the  hind's  covenants:  yet, 
they  were  so  ambiguous,  as  it  might  be 
ifirmed  by  the  judge  who  tendered  this 
Wnd,  that  the  subscriber  did  homologate 
the  present  government,  both  in  church  and 
Hate,  so  it  became  matter  of  dispute  and 
oontroversy  among  these  who  were  opposite 
to  the  bishops  and  their  ways.  To  obviate 
this  ambiguity,  an  expedient  was  offered  by 
nmei,  of  a  declaration  of  the  subscriber's 
Mue  and  meaning,  with  a  consent  of  the 
imposerM  to  it;  and  a  protestation  taken 
agmn»t  the  supposed  unlawful  meaning  of 
the  words  in  the  bond,  and  all  done  by  way 
of  instrument,  in  the  hands  of  a  public 
Mtar,  before  ^ntnesses.  A  copy  of  one  of 
Aese  instruments,  taken,  or  designed  to  be 
tatken,  December  30th,  1667,  for  the  paper 
is  only   a  double,   I  have  insert  below.* 


1667. 


Whether  this  method  was  fallen  into 
by  many,  or  accepted  by  the  persons 
appointed  to  take  subscTiptions,  1  cannot 
say.  By  the  clause  about  nonresistauce  in 
this  copy,  it  seems  to  relate  to  some  con- 
cerned in  Pentland. 

Many  papers  pro  and  con,  anent  those 
bonds  of  peace,  were  handed  about  at  this 
time.  The  hinge  of  the  debates  lies  in  the 
import  of  keeping  the  public  peace,  and  the 
nonresisting  clause  in  the  printed  bond, 
annexed  to  the  councirs  act  above  referred 
to,  which  indeed  defeat  the  pretended 
design  to  these  persons,  and  probably  was 
cast  in  by  the  prelates  and  their  friends,  as 
knowing  it  would  render  the  pardon  very 
much  precarious.  The  question  then  was 
pUunly  stated  thus,  Whether  he  who  en- 
gageth  to  keep  the  public  peace,  engageth  to 
do  nothing  which  may  disturb  or  alter  the 


*  Instrument  taken  ai  mhscribing  the  bond, 

December  SOth,  1667. 

Apud  penultimo  die  mensia  Decembris, 

Anno  Dom.  milleainio  8ex(>«nteaimo  sexagc- 

rimo  Kptiin<s  regnique  S.  D.  N.  llegis  anno 

dccimonono. 

The  whilk  dny,  in  presence  of  me  notar 
poUie  undenobseribin|{,  and  witnesses  atter- 
nuned  being  called,  compeared  perwn- 

ill f  before  and  two  of  the 

MmmiMionera  for  tbe  sheriflTdom  of 
appointed  by  the  lords  of  his  inajesty*8  privy 
council,  for  receiving  of  the  bonds  for  keeping 
the  prace,  according  to  the  act  of  council,  dated 
dto  9Ch  day  of  October  last  bypast,  and  there  the 
laid  declared  that  and  he  were  come 

ts  to  tender  the  bonds  for  keeping  tbe 

pwee  to  the  persons  therein  concerned,    and 
therefore  required  the  said  to  subscribe  the 

Mid  bond,  to  which  the  said  answered, 

That  he  was  most  willing  to  evidence  his  respect 
ti  authority,  and  to  justify^  his  loyalty  to  his 
B^jcaty  upon  every  occasion,  but  declared, 
diou|(h  the  expressions  in  the  tadd  bond  of  keep- 
isg  the  pabllc  peace,  and  not  rising  in  arms 
•piinU,  or  without  his  majesty's  authority, 
bring  considered  in  themselves,  seemed  to  im|M>rt 
nothing  in  the  plain  and  genuine  sense  of  the 
werda,  but  what  is  the  incumbent  duty  of  a 
gnod  subject,  under  a  lawful  and  well  governing 
■agistrate ;  that  yet  he  feared  that  bond,  as  It  is 
drcnmaCantiate  with  Ume,  place,  persons,  and 
other  circumstaocea,  was  intended  for  obliging 
the  sabject,  to  approve  of,  and  submit  unto 
prelatical  government,  and  to  give  obedience 
unto  all  acta  made,  or  to  be  made  in  favours 
thereof,  and  to  prelimit  and  restrict  from  acting 
or  doing  any  thing  for  extirpation  of  the  same, 
fontrary  to  that  sacred  indiasolable  standing 
bond,  the  "  solemn  league  and  covenant,"  and 
iieond  article  thereof;  and  if  the  said  bond, 
eooaidcred  cither  In  the  substance  or  circnm* 
■tana%  oould  bear  such  a  sense,  or  be  any  ways 
interpret  to  import  any  such  thing,  he  held  it 


to  be  most  sinful  and  perfidious,  and  utterly  to 
be  refused:  and  also  declared,  that  he  likewise 
feared  that  the  said  bond  WHti  contrived  for 
subverting  and  taking  away  all  innocent  self- 
defence,  and  giving  imlimited  and  arbitrary 
obedience  to  personti  in  authority ;  and  that  such 
sense  would  be  put  thereupon,  as  Nhould  ener- 
vate and  overturn  former  bonds  and  engage- 
ments, and  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  religion, 
liberties  of  the  subject,  and  true  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  and  if  so,  the  taking  of  tne  said  bond 
would  be  most  sinful  and  unlawful,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  in  conscience  subsH'.ribe  the  same. 
Whcreunto  the  said  replied,  that  the 

said  bond,  neither  as  to  the  occasion,  import,  or 
intent  of  it,  did  oblige  to  the  approving  of  the 
present  establishment  of  episcoi»al  government, 
or  giving  obedience  to  the  acts  maile  in  favours 
tliereof,  nor  did  it  relate  to  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
nor  was  it  any  ways  contrary  to  former  public 
lawful  bonds  and  engagements,  nor  inconsistent 
with  the  covenant,  nor  did  it  condemn  innocent 
self-defence,  nor  imply  any  thing  contrary  to 
the  wonl  of  GimI,  but  only  and  simply  obligeth 
to  that  which  is  the  duty  and  allegiance  of  every 
good  subject,  and  becometh  every  good  Chris- 
tian ;  and  that  in  taking  of  the  said  bond,  there 
was  no  ground  for  any  of  these  fears  mentioned 
by  the  said  unto  which  the  said 

answered,  that  since  the  said  bond,   according 
to  his  judgment,  did  not  imply  nor  infer  in  the 
plain  and  common  sense  of  the  words,  any  thing 
but  what  is  the  duty  of  every  good  and  faithful 
subject,    under   a  lawful  and   wrll-goveruing 
magistrate;  and  seeing  that  the  siud 
as  one  authorized  with  commission  from  the 
council,  had  removed  the  grounds  of  his  scruples 
and  fears,  by  giving  the  explication  and  declara- 
tion before  expressed,   thereby  removing  from 
Uie  said  bond  every  sense,  which  could  render 
the  same  any  ways  inconsonant  to  the  word  of 
God,  or  inconsistent  with  the  covenant,  but 
making  it  very  agreeable  to  both,  he  declared 
himself  willing  to  sign  and  wxVmctWm  \!ki«  «\& 
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priMCDt  laws  to  which  the  public 
'  peace  plainly  refers  ?  Or,  Whether 
the  sabscriber  only  binds  himself  to  the  duties 
of  rig^hteousness  commanded  by  the  moral 
law  y  It  was  said  upon  the  one  hand,  that 
no  more  was  in  keeping  the  public  peace, 
but  what  we  are  antecedently  bound  unto 
by  the  second  table  of  the  law :  and,  on  the 
other,  it  was  urged,  that  when  two  persons 
enter  into  a  solemn  treaty  with  each  other, 
they  are  bound,  not  only  to  all  moral  duties, 
antecedently  lying  u\H}ik  them,  but  even  to 
every  particular  in  the  treaty,  and  are  to 
keep  by  it,  even  though  it  be  to  their  own 
hurt,  according  to  all  articles  and  clauses  in 
it  The  other  branch  of  the  debate  anent 
rising  in  arms,  and  resisting  tyrants,  or 
subjects  endeavouring  to  have  unjust  and 
unrighteous  laws  repealed  by  arms,  when 
precluded  of  all  other  methods  of  redress, 
both  which  had  been  done  in  Scotland  more 
than  once,  landed  in  long  and  nice  reason- 
ings. People  did  divide  in  their  judgments 
and  practices,  as  frequently  happens  in 
dubious  and  debatable  cases.  Some  took 
it,  and  others  refused  it,  under  different 
views  of  the  extent,  import,  and  meaning  of 
the  words.  Yet,  for  any  thing  I  can  learn, 
there  followed  no  alienation  of  affection 
among  pre8b3rterians,  but  the  greatest  har- 
mony was  kept  up.  It  was  good  that  this 
trial  did  not  last  long;  but  our  managers 
within  a  little  Udd  it  aside. 

Sir  George  Mac^keuzie,  and  the  Jacobites 
at  this  day,  aggravate  the  wilfulness  of  those 
who  refused  this  bond  of  peace,  from  the 
consideration  of  the  general  nature  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  conceived,  affirming. 


bond,  as  ao  signed  and  explained,  protesting  that 
it  should  no  ways  be  interpret  to  imply  or  infer 
any  thing  but  what  is  incumbent  duty  for  him, 
according  to  the  wonl  of  God,  and  solemn 
league  and  covenant :  after  repeating  thereof  to 
the  siUd  again  and  again,  be  subscribed 

the  said  bond,  calling  God  to  witness,  and  the 
persons  after>named,  that  he  subscribed  the  same 
in  the  plain  safe  sense  thereof,  declared  by  him, 
and  acknowledged  by  the  said  in  man- 

ner before-rehearsed.  Upon  all  and  sundry  the 
halll  premises,  the   said  asked  and 

reaaired  instruments  in  the  bands  of  me  notar 
paolic  lliese  things  were  spoken  and  done 
day,  month,  year,  and  place,  respectively  above- 
specified.  In  presence  of  M.  and  R.  witnesses, 
qpedally  odled  and  required  to  the  premises. 


that  there  was  no  more  demanded  thereby, 
than  the  ordinary  surety  of  lawborrows; 
and  that  seeing  any  private  man  may  fone 
his  neighbour  to  give  him  such  surety,  mndi 
more  might  the  king,  who  had  reason  to  be 
jealous  of  their  breaking  the  peace,  from 
their  late  rising  at  Pentland.  A  few  con- 
siderations n'ill  abundantly  show  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  this  reasoning.  The  more  general 
the  terms  were,  the  more  ensnaring  was  the 
bond ;  because,  when  the  managers  of  these 
times  had  a  mind  to  be  at  a  man,  they  oonld 
easily,  upon  the  lesst  shadow  of  an  offence, 
bring  him  within  so  wide  a  noose.  The 
oath  of  the  test  was  conceived  in  very  gene- 
ral terms ;  yet,  as  we  shaU  see  afterward, 
when  the  earl  of  Argyle,  at  taking  of  it, 
restricted  its  generality,  by  declaring  he  dsl 
not  mean  to  bind  up  himself  (not)  to  wish  or 
endeavour  any  alteration  he  thought  to  the 
advantage  of  church  or  state :  he  was  here- 
upon sentenced  to  lose  his  head.  The  veiy 
same  risk  did  every  man  run  at  this  tioie, 
who  subscribed  the  bond  to  keep  the  pesce, 
in  case  he  had  any  such  meaning,  which  it  is 
certain  every  conscientious  man  would  have. 
The  instance  of  lawborrows  by  private  men, 
does  not  hit  this  case ;  for,  if  any  neighbonr 
oblige  me  to  find  surety  to  him,  I  can  oblige 
him,  on  the  other  hsmd,  to  find  surety  to 
mc :  but  in  this  case,  when  unlimited  sub- 
jection was  enacted  by  law,  it  had  been  hagh 
treason  to  demand  any  such  thing  of  the 
king.  In  short,  how  much  soever  the  late 
rising  at  Pentland  may  be  supposed  to  give 
the  king  ground  to  be  jealous  that  they 
would  break  the  peace ;  it  is  as  plain  that 
the  govcnuneut's  former  conduct  to  presby- 
terians,  gave  them  better  ground  to  be  jcsr 
lous,  that  it  would  give  them  the  greater 
provocation  so  to  do. 

That  same  day,  October  9th,  the  council 
form  and  agree  to  two  acts.  The  one  was 
printed,  taking  off  the  restraint  put  upon 
persons  in  the  western  shires,  as  to  carrying 
amis,  by  the  proclamation  dated  March  2oth 
last ;  and  allowing  such  who  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  subscribe  the  declaration,  or 
have  carried  arms  for  the  king  against  the 
late  rebels,  as  full  and  free  liberty  as  any 
other  subjects,  to  have  and  cany  arms: 
declaring  always  that  nothing  in  tJiis  dero* 
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gates  in  any  ways  firom  thftt  part  of  the  aaid 
prodamation  for  the  defoice  of  the  pereons, 
fiunilies,  and  goods  of  ministers.  The  other 
was  of  moie  general  oottseqnenoe,  and  reUted 
to  persons  disobedient  to  eodesiaBtical 
aothoiity,  which  not  being  in  print,  I  insert 
here  fitnn  the  regbters. 

"The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
being  informed,  that  there  are  many  profane 
persons,  who  are  not  only  scandidous  in 
their  lives  and  conversations,  but  being 
dted  before  church  meetings,  to  answer  for 
tlie  same,  are  contumacious,  and  refuse  to 
appear,  after  lawful  citation,  to  the  great 
ooDtempt  of  ecclesiastical  authority,  as  now 
aeltled ;  whereby  open  pro&nity  is  like  to 
abound  and  increase,  and  ecclesiastical  gov- 
cniment  and  discipline  like  to  be  weakened 
and  suffer  in  the  exercise  thereof:  therefore 
the  lords  of  his  majest/s  privy  council,  give 
power  and  warrant  to  all  magistrates  and 
■nnistere  of  justice  within  this  kingdom, 
n^oa  intimation  made  by  the  bishops,  within 
tlieir  respective  dioceses,  to  apprehend  such 
persons,  and  incarcerate  them,  until  such 
time  as  they  shall  find  sufficient  caution  to 
compear  and  answer  before  the  church  meet- 
ii^  authorized  by  law,  as  have  cited  them 
fior  such  scandals,  whereof  they  are,  or  shall 
be  accused.  With  certification,  that  all 
audi  magistrates  and  ministers  of  justice, 
who  shall  refuse  to  I4>prehend  and  incarce- 
rate, as  said  is,  shall  be  answerable  before 
the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  under 
all  highest  pains.'* 

This  act  was  improven  by  the  bishops  far 
beyond  the  letter  of  it,  which  seems  to 
restrict  it  to  such  as  are  openly  pro&ne. 
And  all  who,  as  they  called  it,  were  irregu- 
lar, and  did  not  subject  themselves  to  their 
authority  and  courts,  when  cited  for  their 
not  keeping  the  church,  and  the  like,  were 
harassed  and  imprisoned;  while,  in  the 
itime,  papists  and  quakers,  as  we  shall 

%  were  scandalously  overlooked. 

In  November,  the  council  agree  to  some 
regulations  and  orders  to  the  standing  forces, 
and  record  them,  November  15th.  They 
are  fireq[nently  rsfarred  to  afterwards,  and 
are  documents  of  the  irregularities  and 
depredations  committed  by  the  soldiers  upon 

n. 


the  country;  therefore  I  have  annex-  .g^. 
ed  them.*    Those  regulations  were 
very  little  looked  after  by  the  makers  of 
them,  and,   generaUy  speaking,    as  littie 

*  CoundTt  arden  to  the  armUf  November  15»  1667. 

I.  The  lords  of  hl«  mijesty's  privy  oouncU 
do  ordain,  tliat  no  trooper  or  aoldier  aha)!  bfi 
cashiered  but  by  a  council  of  war,  and  then 
the  causes  to  be  recorded. 

8.  That  no  officer  or  soldier  shall  le^y  any 
muoey  from  any  of  die  king*s  subjects,  by  quar- 
teringf  or  otherwise,  but  oy  express  order  in 
writing  from  Sir  William  Bruce  for  the  cess 
and  fines,  the  commissioners  of  excise,  and  others 
authorized  by  acts  of  parliament,  or  convention 
of  estates  for  the  respective  dues,  and  ordain  the 
same  be  exacted  orderly  and  regularly,  as  Is 
presented  by  the  act  of  the  late  convention. 

S.  In  case  any  inferior  officers,  troopers  or 
soldiers,  shall  be  necessitate  to  talce  their  enter- 
tainment upon  trust,  ordidn  the  same  to  be  done 
by  direction  of  the  chief  officers  present  respec- 
tively, who  are  to  engage  to  make  satisfaction 
for  the  same,  conform  to  the  said  act. 

4.  If  any  disorder  or  abuse  hmpen  to  be  com- 
mitted by  any  hoTMmao  or  foot  soldier,  ordain  the 
respective  officers  commanding  in  chief  fur  the 
time  in  the  place,  to  cause  them  make  satisfaction 
for  the  same,  or  nunlsh  them  according  to  justice, 
or  otherwise  he  himself  should  be  answerable. 

5.  Ordain  the  officers  of  the  several  garrisons 
to  correspond  frequently  one  with  another. 

6.  Ordain  the  officers  to  correspond  with  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  country,  for 
getting  sure  information  of  what  passes. 

7.  Ordidn  the  officers  to  take  such  care  and 
keep  such  in  their  quarters,  that  they  be  not 
surprised. 

8.  Ordain  the  chief  officer  of  the  foot  in  every 
garrison  to  look  to  the  securing  of  it,  by  in- 
trenchments,  barricadoes,  and  other  necessaries 
without  molesting  the  people  therein,  and  to 
dispose  of  his  posts  and  guards  as  he  shall  think 
lit  And  within  the  garrisons,  if  the  chief 
officer  of  foot  be  a  captain,  ordain  him  to  com- 
mand both  horse  and  foot,  and  give  orders ;  if 
he  be  a  lieutenant  or  ensign,  then  the  lieutenant- 
comet  or  quarter-master  of  horse  shall  command 
and  ^ve  the  orders. 

9.  when  the  horse  and  foot,  or  parties  of  them, 
are  together  in  the  fields  or  any  place  out  of  the 
garrison,  ordain  thi^  be  that  commands  the 
horse,  if  be  be  a  lieutenant,  comet,  or  quarter- 
master,  shall  command  a  captain  or  other  infe- 
rior officers,  and  a  brigadier  to  command  an 
ensign  and  all  below  him. 

10.  Ordain  that  the  chief  field  officers  of  the 
king's  regiment  of  guards  present,  command  in 
chief,  and  give  orders  in  field  and  garrison,  to 
horse  and  foot,  wheresoever  they  are. 

II.  Upon  intelligence  of  any  people  risen  in 
arms,  ordain  the  horse  and  foot  In  the  garrison 
next  adjacent  (as  thereafter  is  specified  J  imme- 
diately to  draw  out  into  the  fields,  and  then  the 
chief  officer  present,  in  absence  of  the  field  officer 
of  the  regiment,  is  to  order  or  to  take  with  him 
such  of  the  forces  as  he  shall  think  fit,  for  sup- 
pressing of  any  insurrection,  In  manner  follow- 
ing. 
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observed  by  the  soldien.  That  same 
day  the  council  form  an  act  con- 
cerning the  forces,  horse  and  foot,  in  the 
shires  of  Lanark,  Ayr,  and  Wigton,  to  pre- 
Tcnt  abuses;  which  I  have  likewise  added  * 


♦  jict  of  Council  about  Ute  Forces,  Koi^mber  15, 

1667. 
Forsflmurh  as  the  standing  forces  ofhorse  and 
foot  are  ordered  to  quarter  in  the  shires  ol'  Lan- 
ark, Ayr,  Dumrries,  \VSgton,  and  stetirartries 
diereof,  and  cerUin  other  places,  till  the  council's 
further  order,  and  that,  for  levying  and  exacting 
of  mooey,  or  for  entertainment  in  their  quarters, 
or  for  the  prices  of  corn  and  straw,  there  maybe 
abases  committed, which  may  occaition  complaints 
and  grievances :  therefore,  and  for  preventing 


12.  If  it  shall  fall  out  that  any  desperate  peo- 
ple rise  in  arms  in  the  lower  ward  of  Clydesdale, 
sheriffdom  of  Ayr  and  Renfrew,  ordain,  that  ' 
he  that  commands  the  horse  at  (ilai^ow,  imme- 
diately on  notice  thereof,  to  send  a  party  of  burse, 
or  march  himself  with  the  whole  horse  lying  in 
Ills  own  garrison,  according  as  he  shall  see  cause, 
to  suppress  them,  hy  taking  or  killing  such  as 
he  or  they  shall  find  in  arms,  without  or  against 
his  majesty's  authority.  And  in  that  case 
grunts  him  power  to  command  as  munv  of  the 
loot  as  he  pleases,  with  competent  forces  to 
march  with  him ;  and  if  he  judge  it  necessary, 
with  power  to  him,  to  mount  some  or  all  of  the 
musketeers  on  horseback,  or  dragoons  to  do  all 
military  actions,  as  he  shall  command  ;  and  so 
by  one  or  more  parties,  the  haill  horse  and  foot 
ill  his  garrison,  he  is  ordered  to  seek  out  these 
risen  in  arms,  and  attempt  to  defeat  and  destroy 
the  same,  without  staving  for  any  further  force. 
^  \^  As  soon  as  he  shallget  any  such  informa- 
tion or  alarm  of  people  risen  inarms,  ordain  him 
forthwith  to  acquaint  the  lord  chancellor,  ur,  in 
his  absence,  the  lord  convener  of  the  council  at 
Edinburgh,  with  the  same,  as  also  the  officers 
of  other  garrisons. 

14.  And  if  his  information  shall  be,  that  the 
number  of  these  risen  in  arms  is  greater  than 
that  under  his  command,  ordain  him  to  com- 
mand the  horse  and  foot  in  the  other  garrisons 
to  meet  at  a  set  time  and  place,  whither  he  shall 
march  with  his  own  forces,  or  send  them  new 
orders  after  he  shall  attempt  to  defeat  and  de- 
stroy these  risen  in  arms,  lui  aforesaid. 

lo.  If  there  be  such  ristings  in  the  sheriffdom 
of  >V  igton  and  Dumfries,  or  stewartries  belong, 
ing  thereunto,  ordain  the  commander  of  the 
horse  at  Dumfries,  to  do  as  is  prescribed  in  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  articles;  and  ordain  that 
the  chief  officers  within  the  other  garrisons,  who 
shall  receive  intelligence,  give  orders  to  all  the 
horse  and  foot  in  the  garrison,  as  he  shall  see 
cause,  till  further  order  from  the  council ;  and 
in  the  upper  ward  of  Clydesdale,  ordain  him  that 
commands  the  horse  in  Lanark,  to  command 
and  act  in  like  manner. 

16.  Ordain  and  command  all  officers  to  take 
exact  notice  of  the  premises,  and  in  their  several 
stations  to  do  every  thing  else,  that  may  conduce 
for  the  promoting  of  his  majesty's  service,  with 
special  care  and  discretion.  Subscribed  ut 
sederunt. 


But  none  of  these  were  of  any  gnat  use  to 
relieve  the  country  from  the  abuses  of  the 
army. 

Upon  taking  the  bond  of  peace,  by  the 
council  records  I  find  several  of  the  gentle- 
men confined  in  the  year  1665»  libente; 
some  upon  a  bond  of  cautionry,  and  some 
without  it    Upon  the  21st  <^  November, 
Sir  Hugh  Campbell  of  Cesnock,  James  Dun- 
lop  of  that  ilk,  and  James  Holbmm  of  Men- 
»tr)',  petition  the  council  they  may  be  liberate 
from  their  long  imprisonment  in  the  castle 
of  Edinbux^h,  and  beg  their  case  may  be 
recommended  to  his  majesty.     The  council 
wfiie  a  letter  to  Lauderdale,  signifying  they 
were  made  prisoners  by  the  king's  inunediate 
order,  and  desiring  the  secretaiy  may  repre-  ^ 
sent  their  case,  and  that  of  others  in  prison, 
to  the  king.     In  December  a  return  comes 
ordering  them  to  be  liberate,  Cesnock  giving 
bond  and  caution  for  keeping  the  peace, 
imder  a  thousand  pounds  sterling,  Menstry 
and  Dunlop  imder  twelve  thousand  merks 
Scots.    The  same  day,  I  find  the  hiirdof 
Blackston  liberate  by  the  council's  act  f<^ 


thereof,  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  oooncil 
do  ordain  and  command,  that  no  officer  nor  sol- 
dier shall  levy  any  money  from  any  of  the  burj^ 
or  subjects,  by  quartering  or  otherwise,  but  by 
express  order  in  writing,  from  Sir  William 
Bruce,  for  the  cess  and  fines,  the  commisaionen 
of  excise,  and  others  authorized  by  acts  of  parlia- 
ment or  convention  of  estates,  for  the  respective 
dues;  and  ordain  that  the  aame  be  exacted  orderiy 
and  regularly,  as  is  subscribed  by  the  act  of  the 
late  convention ;  and  in  case  any  inferior  officer, 
troopers  or  soldiers,  shall  be  iieceitsitate  to  tiJts 
their  entertainment  upon  trust,  ordain  the  same 
to  be  done  by  direction  of  the  chief  officm 
present,  respectively,  who  are  to  engage  to  make 
satisfaction  for  the  same,  conform  to  the  ssid 
act :  and  if  any  disorder  or  abuse  happen  to  be 
committed  by  any  homeman  or  foot-soldier, 
ordain  the  respective  officera,  commanding  in 
chief  for  the  time,  in  the  place,  to  cause  them 
make  satisfaction  for  the  same,  or  puniah  them 
according  to  justice,  or  otherwise  he  himaelf  riiall 
be  answerable.  And  ordain  the  commisaiMien 
of  excise  to  put  prices  upon  all  the  com  and 
straw,  at  the  ordinarv  and  usual  rates,  as  they 
are  sold  within  the  shire,  upon  payment  whereof 
the  sellers  are  only  obliged  to  deliver  the  same  to 
the  soldiers  buyers  thereof,  who  are  ordered  to 
receive  and  carry  the  same  from  that  place  to 
their  own  quarters,  without  troubling  the  aeUers 
therewith.  And  ordain  the  said  commlaaioDMV 
to  make  intimation  hereof,  by  affixing  copiea  of 
the  same  upon  the  market-crosses  of  the  oereral 
burghs  and  shires,  and  parish  kirka  thereof  that 
none  pretend  ignorance. 
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'  Anent  a  petition  pre§ented  bj  Bfaz- 
ackstoaii,  bearings.  That  by  order  of 
lated  the  13th  of  December  last,  the 
r  was  committed  prisoner  to  the  tol- 
Edinburgh,  and  by  a  posterior  act 
ed  to  the  castle,  where  he  has  ever 
1  detained  prisoner;  therefore  hum- 
ig  to  be  set  at  liberty:  The  lords  of 
ity*8  privy  council  considering*  the 
and  that  the  petitioner  is  not  ex- 
it of  the  indemnity,  and  that  there 
r  sentence  nor  process  of  forfeiture 
g  against  him,  give  order  to  set 
berty,  he  giving  bond  to  keep  the 
iace,  under  the  pain  of  ten  thousand 
kx>ts."  And  upon  other  applicar 
ind  another  letter  from  Lauderdale, 
22d,  next  year,  ordering  William 
I  of  that  ilk,  and  Robert  Halket,  to 
t  liberty,  upon  their  signing  the 

peace,  with  caution:  and  major- 
Montgomery  is  to  be  set  firee,  only 
parole  of  honour  to  keep  the  peace, 
ncil's  act  anent  him  is  but  short. 

a  petition  presented  by  Robert 
aery  late  major-general  of  his  ma- 
my,  1651,  sho^vdng.  That  the  peti- 
kving  remained  (excepting  aUttie 
w  by  the  space  of  two  years  and 
iths,  with  all  silence  and  submission, 
Bstie  of  Stirling;  and  as,  in  the 
ge  of  his  iunocency,  he  is  confident 

fiuled  nothing  in  his  faithfulness 
Ity  to  his  majesty,  so  he  is  most 
to  remove  all  suspicion  of  his  car- 
the  future;  humbly  therefore  desir- 
order  and  warrant  may  be  granted 
feet  underwritten :  we  the  lords  of 
ity's  privy  council  having  consid- 
I  said  petition,  with  his  majesty's 
ngnified  anent  him,  give  warrant  to 
mor  of  the  castle  at  Stirling,  to  set 
berty;  and  ordain  him  immediately 
*  to  Edinbui^h,  and  subscribe  such 
:ted  in  the  books  of  council,  for 
the  public  peace  of  the  kingdom,  as 
'6  ordained."  Here  the  council  go 
iher  than  the  king's  pleasure  signi- 
lem  by  his  secretary.  Meanwhile, 
lers  of  the  gentiemen,  formerly  con- 
thout  any  reason  given,  are  kept 
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under  their  ooBfinements,  ndi  m 
Sir  Geoige  Mazwel  of  Nether-poU 
lock,  Cuninghamhead,  and  Rowallan;  and 
upon  the  26th  of  November,  this  year,  Sir 
James  Stuart  late  provost  of  Edinburgh,  and 
SirJohnChiesly,are,bytheooimdr8  orders, 
sent  from  their  confinement  in  the  castie  of 
Edinbuigh,  to  the  tolbooth  of  Dundee. 
And,  upon  December  12th,  I  find  Mr 
Alexander  Smith,  sometime  preacher,  ban- 
ished to  Zetland  by  the  commission  for 
church  affiurs,  is  ordered  to  be  brought  to 
Leith,  and  presented  before  the  council. 
And  Mr  Hugh  Peebles,  late  minister  at 
Lochwinnoch,  in  the  shire  of  Renfrew, 
confined  to  the  north  for  several  years  by 
the  same  commission,  is  allowed  to  go  west 
to  order  his  affairs,  upon  giving  bond  of  a 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  answer  the 
council  when  called. 

Littie  more  considerable  offers  this  year. 
In  July  the  council  had  passed  an  act  against 
papists,  and  recommended  the  execution  of 
it  to  the  archbishops.  By  the  registers 
there  appears  a  plain  slackness  in  the  arch- 
bishops, in  all  acts  made  against  papists; 
and  many  letters  are  writ  to  them  upon 
every  such  occasion,  before  any  return  can 
be  had,  as  has  been  remarked  in  the  first 
book.  Another  instance  I  give  here.  In 
December,  the  council  order  the  clerk  to 
\iTite  the  following  letter  directed  to  the 
two  archbishops: 

**  Most  Reverend, 
**  By  an  act  of  council  of  the  penult  of 
July  last,  it  was  ordained,  that  a  list  of  the 
haill  papists  in  every  parish  within  the  king- 
dom, should  be  made  by  the  minister  of 
each  parish  where  they  live,  and  be  returned 
to  the  council  before  the  second  Thursday 
of  this  instant,  which  is  now  eli^sed:  and 
finding  that  the  care  of  the  business  which 
is  so  important,  is  recommended  to  your 
grace,  as  to  all  parishes  and  bishoprics  within 
your  diocese,  the  council  has  recommended 
to  me  to  give  you  notice  hereof,  that  a 
speedy  return  may  be  made,  that  accordingly 
they  may  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the 
acts  of  parliament  made  against  papists; 
and,  in  order  thereunto,  what  commands 
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fc  pWfC  TTTMiifi  lyMi.  ofi  i^  m 
|«iMi^  uf  UMT  cnac  taoro  W4r 
ivtunuAC  ^imrk  w  KinM-:  jca,  uiif' and  ccfter 
ie«^  i^*^eL  uw  iizi^  afMnranK.  jav^^  tan' 

L~l»i«  Lbe  Jriii  «rf"U , 

«d:  k  prxK-JuBBXion  ^aintf  T^  kacwia  book. 

cuuticHi   ~  y«|AT«li,  or  the  Wradi^p*  <if 

Uhe  duvrfa  «f  s>cochDd.**     Ii  it  ordnvd  to 

be  buret*  mmd  all  copiei  of  h  are  <vUm4 

to  be  brunsiit  in  to  tke  next  mviitratM* 

a^fMiM  the  Jet  of  Fefaraarr  iiext;~aiid  sdt 

vbo  have  oopief  after  that,  are  to  be  fincil 

ia  ten  thoosaad  pounds  Khxnb.     The  book 

vas  oonpiled  by  two  reir  pmt  men ;  the 

raMoninjT  part  of  it  was  done  bj  one  of  the 

best  hiw^eRi  of  his  time  Mr  (afterwards 

i>ir)  James  Stuart  of  Goodtnes*  whom  we 

fchall  meet  with  frequently  in  the  following 

periods;  and  the  hifttorical  part  by  a  rery 

worthy  mini»t«?r,  the  reverend  Mr  James 

Stirling,  minister  of  the  go^l  at  Paisley. 

An  answer  wb»  published  to  it  by  bishop 

Iloneyman ;  but  he  evidently  weakened  the 

cause  he   undertook   to   defend,  and  was 

taken  up,  with  great  strength  of  reason,  by 

the  foresaid  Mr  Stuart,  as  were  some  othii 

authow  of  hi«  kidney,  in  that  useful  book 

J^s  pojmli  xHndicatwn.     Thiu  I  have  eone 

through  the  sufferings  immediately  suc^. 

mg  I  entland,  and  the  state  of  things  this 

year,  till  the  indemnity  ntopped  a  little  the 

^«^t.«„      In  thi««ihn,  Mr  Alexander 

I^Jop.    and    Mr  Jamc.  F..^„Hsom  two 

emment  presbyterian  ministers,  died. 
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ai^tkeMffcri- 
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l^CMBfil    the   Vhks 
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of  haads  did  not 
ir  fan  length,* 
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sharp  docmnciitii 
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of  the  Unirr  of 
Just  daiMHm  were 
all  the  eoTBers  of  the  eoantiy, 
of  the  serexities  of  Sir  James  Tmrner,  Bn- 
■antjve,  aad  the  amy.  and  it  was  popihr 
to  ti^  a  contnry  oomse.     The  Idag  M 
chanced  his  cabinet-coiiiicilin  £iiglaDd,iB4 
laid  aside  some  of  the  highfliers.     The 
oonstancy  and  religion  of  the  safferen  bid 
left  snch  impressioDs  on  some^  that»  Ian 
Udd,  the  earl  of  Dnmfries  said  openly  m 
oooncil,  ^  that  if  they  went  on  to  takeawsf 
more  lives,  all  Scotland  would  turn  sack 
fimatics  as  these  people  were.**     In  short) 
the  bishops  more  and  more  disooTered  tbor 
cmel  and  selfish  temper,  and  were  genenDy 
disliked ;  and  such  who  had  public  affiin 
smong  their  hands,  were  neitilier  so  mach 
under  the  prelates'  management,  nor  to 
violent  in  their  temper,  as  the  former  let 
They  believed  an  injury  and  act  of  injustice 
might  be  done  against  a  Whig  as  well  ti 
another  subject,  and  did  not  altogether  re- 
gulate themselyee  according  to  the  mazioi 
biid  down  now  for  near  seven  years,  that 
nothing  done  against  a  presbyterian  conld 
be  wrong;  yet  presbyterians  were  far  ftom 
being  overlooked,  and   wanted  not  their 
difficulties,  as  shall  be  noticed.     Yea,  some 
were  pleased  to  think,  that  the  managen 
might    have   discovered  their  zeal  againat 
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IKipery  better,  than  by  the  bofing^  the  tongue 
of  a  fellow  of  no  good  repotidion  indeed, 
for  saying,  wbat  many  now  jealonaed,  (sna- 
poded)  and  erery  body  afterwarda  saw, 
that  the  dnke  of  York  was  a  papist  ThU 
diapter  then  will  naturally  fidl  into  two 
halvea.  The  stop  put  to  the  severities  in 
the  former  period,  by  some  of  the  persecu- 
tors their  being  called  to  an  account;  and 
the  remaining  sufferings  <^  presbyterians, 
with  their  state  and  circumstances  during 
this  year.    I  begin  with 

SECT.  I. 

Of  the  cotmciTs  mguiries  into  Sir  James 
Turner  and  Sir  William  Bannanfyne 
tkeir  crueities  and  oppressions, 

Ik  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  council 
came  to  inquire  into  the  carriage  of  Sir 
lames  Turner  and  Sir  William  Bannantyne ; 
and  I  shall  give  the  account  of  their  proce- 
dure mostly  from  the  records.  Had  a  joint 
inquiry  been  made  into  general  Dalnel,  Sir 
Mnngo  Murray,  and  others'  procedure,  as 
grcaty  if  not  greater  impressions,  might  haye 
been  found. 

To  deduce  Sir  James  Turner's  examina- 
tioii  Innn  its  rise  last  year,  I  find  a  letter 
fipom  the  king,  November  26th  last,  signify- 
ing to  the  council,  **  that  he  had  received 
diven  informations  of  many  illegal  execu- 
tiom  by  Sir  James  Turner,  during  his  com- 
mand in  the  west,  and  therefore  he  orders 
them  to  inquire  into  that  matter,  and 
report."  That  day  the  council  appoint  the 
lords  Halkertoun,  register,  advocate,  justice- 
clerk,  lord  Cochran,  lieutenant-general 
Drnmmond,  and  Sir  Robert  Murray,  to  try 
Sir  James,  and  report  to  them.  The  report  of 
this  committee  lands  in  a  commission  from 
the  council,  December  8th,  "  to  the  earl  of 
Nidsdale,  lord  Renmure,  the  laird  of  Craig- 
darroch,  and  some  others  in  the  south,  to 
make  trial  of  the  actions  of  Sir  James  Tur- 
ner, what  sums  of  money,  bonds,  moveables, 
and  goods,  were  exacted,  levied,  and  uplifted 
by  him,  or  any  under  his  command ;  what 
was  the  soldiers'  carriage  in  the  said  exac- 
tions, what  free  quarters  were  taken ;  and 
his  haill  carriage  in  the  shire  of  Dumfries, 


and  stewartry of  Kirkcudbright,  and  ._g^ 
report"  Before  this  committee, 
abundance  of  gentlemen  and  others  appear- 
ed, gave  in  informations^  and  adduced  wit- 
nesses, deariy  proving  a  great  many  grievous 
and  atrocious  things  against  Sir  James  and 
those  under  his  command,  which  were  so 
many  evident  vindications  of  that  poor 
oppressed  cmner  their  rising  in  arms,  and 
evidences  of  the  necessity  they  were  laid 
under  so  to  do.  Some  of  them  have  been 
pointed  at,  and  particulars  would  be  endless. 
As  the  best  account  I  can  give  of  this  affiur, 
I  here  insert  a  copy  of  the  report  given  in 
to  the  council  by  their  committee,  as  the 
issue  they  came  to  in  this  matter,  February 
20th,  1668,  which  they  transmit  to  the  king. 

Apud  Edinbuigh,  vigeaimo  die  mensia 

Februarii,  1668. 

Report  anent  Sir  James  Twmer. 

^  The  committee  appointed  for  trial  of  Sir 
James  Tumei's  carriage,  having  given  in 
their  Report,  bearing.  That,  according  to 
order,  they  having  met  upon  the  28th  of 
November  last,  drew  up  fit  queries  and 
instructions  concerning  it,  and  orders  to 
some  gentlemen  in  the  west,  to  take  informap 
tion  of  all  sums  of  money  exacted  by  Sir 
James,  or  his  order,  for  fines,  cess,  or 
otherwise,  and  of  all  his  deportments :  and 
to  be  sure  of  a  speedy  return,  sent  Thomas 
Buntine  with  letters,  and  the  orders  above- 
mentioned,  appointing  him  to  attend  the 
prosecution  of  them,  and  bring  back  the 
reports ;  which  accordingly  he  did,  before 
the  10th  of  Januaiy. 

**  The  committee  did  thereafter  deliver 
to  Sir  James,  a  paper  containing  some 
grievances  drawn  out  frxmi  the  stewartry 
of  Kirkcudbright  only,  those  in  the  other 
shires  not  being  so  dear  and  fulL  They 
allowed  Sir  James  to  see  all  the  reports 
in  the  clerk's  hands,  and  enjoined  him  to 
give  in  his  answers  in  writing,  the  17th 
instant,  which  he  did.  And  the  com- 
mittee having  read  and  considered  all,  and 
examined  Sir  James  rpon  every  point  that 
occurred,  after  a  frill  debate,  agreed  to 
offer  to  the  council  their  humble  opinion, 
that  the  council  do,  in  obedience  to  his 
majesty*8  commands,  traisin\l  \o  VN^ft  «^cx«- 
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iMtL  ^"^  ^  following  report,  to  be 
oommmiicated  to  his  majesty. 

**  The  lords  of  luB  nuyesty'spriTyoonnGil 
did  no  sooner  reoeiye  his  command  in  his 
grimdons  letter,  of  the  21st  of  November 
last,  for  taking  exact  information  of  8ir 
James  Turner's  deportment  in  the  west,  but 
they  ordered  and  empowered  a  ccmmiittee  of 
their  number  to  inquire  diligently  thereinto ; 
and  by  their  report  it  I4>pear8,  that  upon 
informations  from  the  ste wartry  of  Kirkcud- 
bright, giyen  in  upon  oath  of  parties,  or  their 
masters  or  neighbours,  many  illegal  exac- 
tions have  been  made,  and  disorders  com- 
mitted, such  as, 

**  Imo,  Quartering  of  soldiers,  for  levying 
of  fines  and  impositions.  2do,  Exacting 
cess,  or  quartering-money,  for  more  soldiers 
than  were  actually  present,  sometimes  for 
double  the  number,  or  more;  and  that 
besides  free  quarters  for  those  present, 
sometimes  eightpence,  sometimes  twelve- 
pence,  sometimes  sixteenpence,  and  some- 
times more  for  each  man.  Stio,  Cess 
exacted  for  divers  days,  sometimes  eight, 
ten,  or  more,  before  die  party  did  actually 
appear.  4to,  Imposing  of  fines,  and  quar- 
tering, before  any  previous  citation,  or 
hearing  of  parties.  5to,  Fining  without  due 
information  from  ministers.  6to,  Fining 
such  as  lived  orderly,  as  appears  by  minis- 
ters*  certificates.  7mo,  Fining  and  cessing 
for  causes,  for  which  there  are  no  ivanunts 
from  acts  of  parliament  or  council ;  as,  Imo, 
Baptizing  of  children  by  outed  ministers. 
2do,  Baptizing  by  neighbouring  ministers, 
when  the  parish  church  was  vacant  Stio, 
Marrying  by  outed  ministers.  4to,  For 
keeping  of  conventicles.  8vo,  Fining  for 
whole  years  preceding  his  coming  to  the 
country,  and  that  after  they  had  begun  to 
live  orderly.  9no,  Fining  fathers  for  their 
daughters  baptizing  their  children  with  outed 
ministers,  though  forisfamiliate  six  months 
before,  and  living  in  another  parish.  lOmo, 
Fining,  without  proportioning  the  sum  with 
the  fault  1  Imo,  Fining  in  whole  parishes 
promiscuously,  as  well  those  that  lived 
orderly,  as  tliose  that  did  not  12mo, 
Fining  whole  parishes,  where  there  was  no 
incumbent  minister.  ]3mo.  Fining  one  that 
la^  a  year  bedfast     Il^mo,  Forcing  bonds 


fnm  the  innocent  \5ma.  Ceasing  people 
who  were  not  fined.  Ifimo,  Taking  away 
cattle.    All  those  actings  are  iUegaL 

**  Misdemeanora  of  other  kinds  woe, 
ITmo,  Agreeing  for  fine  and  ceis  both  in  one 
sum,  whereby  accounts  are  oonfoimded. 
18mo,  Not  admitting  of  oomplainers,  who 
were  cessed,  to  come  to  his  presence, 
alleged  to  be  his  constant  practice.  19mo, 
Permitting  his  servants  to  take  money  for 
admitting  people  to  him,  and  yet  access 
denied.  20mo,  Increasing  the  number  of 
quartering  soldiers  after  complaints.  2 1  mo, 
Exacting  money  for  removing  of  soldien, 
after  cess  and  fines  were  paid.  Every  one 
of  the  foregoing  articles  was  made  out  by 
information  upon  oath,  which  yet  doth  not 
amount  to  a  legal  proof;  which  in  most  of 
those  cases  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, to  obtain,  in  regard  that  no  witnesses 
can  be  had,  that  are  not  liable  to  exoeptioB, 
unless  by  examining  officers,  soldiera,  and 
servants,  which  would  take  up  much  time 
and  labour. 

^  Sir  James  Turner's  defences,  as  to  audi 
of  the  foregoing  articles  as  heacknowle^^^ed, 
are  commission  and  instructions  from  the 
then  lord  conmiissioner,  for  quartering,  to 
raise  fines,  for  fining  those  who  forbore 
going  to  church,  or  married  or  baptized  by 
outed  ministers,  or  kept  conventicles,  and 
that  upon  the  delations  of  credible  penom^ 
and  to  prefer  them  to  those  of  ministen; 
but  he  does  affirm,  that  all  the  conmiiBsioBS 
and  instructions  were  taken  from  him  by  the 
rebels,  when  he  was  made  prisoner,  and  so 
hath  nothing  to  show  for  his  vindicatioo. 
And  for  all  the  other  heads  above-written, 
he  either  denies  matter  of  fact,  ascribes  the 
transactions  to  others,  or  pleads  ignorance. 

**  The  sums  of  money  received  for  fines 
and  cess,  and  bonds  taken,  he  acknowle^ei 
to  have  amounted  to  thirty  thousand  pounds 
Scots.  The  sums  chaiged  upon  him  by  the 
country,  besides  quartering,  come  to  about 
thirty-eight  thousand  ponnds  Scots ;  wherein 
is  not  reckoned  what  was  exacted  from  any 
of  those  who  rose  in  rebellion,  and  some 
parishes  whence  no  information  was  le- 
turned. 

"  And  as  to  his  surprisal  he  says,  Imov 
He  had  but  sixty-six  foot  in  those  parts 
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iBder  his  oommand.  2do,  That  they  were 
n  dispefsed  through  the  country  about  the 
ines,  BO  that  there  was  not  so  many  left 
rith  bim  at  to  keep  guard  at  his  lodgings, 
mj,  not  so  much  as  one  soldier  before  the 
;Ble.  3tio,  That  he  had  no  order  to  keep 
.  guard  about  him,  or  to  fortify  himself, 
Ithough  there  be  a  strong  house  within  the 
own,  called  the  Castle,  to  which  he  might 
mwe  retired  with  some  thirteen  soldiers, 
rho  came  in  that  night  before  he  was  taken. 
4oi,  That  he  had  intelligence,  there  was  a 
iaing  in  the  country;  and  that  a  corporal  of 
lis  was  wounded  by  a  shot,  who  told  him, 
here  were  divers  persons  got  together,  who 
lad  intelligence  from  the  north  of  a  rising 
here,  with  an  intention  to  march  to  the 
itadel  of  Ayr,  and  to  seize  the  citadel,  and 
nns  which  had  been  taken  from  the  coun- 
fj.  5to,  lliat  about  midnight  he  wrote  to 
George  Maxwel  of  Munshes.  6to,  He  sent 
vders  to  more  of  his  soldiers  to  meet  the 
text  morning,  intending  towards  New  Gal- 
oway  where  the  rising  was  reported  to  be. 
Jwaa,  That  he  had  risen  about  six  of  the 
slock  that  morning,  but,  being  indisposed, 
b^  down,  and  when  up  in  his  nightgown, 
ilioat  eight  of  the  clock,  he  was  surrounded 
nd  taken. 

*  This  is  all  that  is  to  be  expected  from 
lis  m^esty's  information  concerning  Sir 
Fames  Turner:  as  to  what  further  concerns 
iie  money  he  iutromitted  with,  it  may  be 
looked  after  according  as  his  majesty  shall 

vffmnt. 

*  The  lords  of  council  having  heard  and 
ooDsidered  the  foresaid  report,  do  approve 
thereof  and  ordain  an  extract  of  the  same 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary,  to  be 
HMBmanicated  to  his  majesty.'*  From  this 
rsport  we  have  a  pretty  full  view  of  this 
Bttlter;  and  when  we  consider  this  report 
somes  only  from  the  stewartry  of  Kirkcud- 
ifight,  and  some  parishes  in  it,  and  takes  in 
lodung  of  the  oppressions  which  concern 
cfaa  persons  who  were  actually  in  the  rising. 
It  will  I4>pear  how  vast  sums  were  uplifted 
in  the  shires  of  Dumfries  and  Galloway. 

Biarch  lOth,  the  council  have  a  return 
Tom  the  king,  wherein  he  tells  them,  he 
lad  considered  the  above  report,  and  thinks 
&t  to  declare  his  pleasure,  that  Sir  James 
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Turner  be  no  more  an  officer  in 
his  service.  He  orders  the  coun- 
cil to  call  for  him,  and  receive  up  his 
commission,  and  to  call  Sir  James,  Sir 
William  Ballenden,  and  othen,  to  an 
account  f<Hr  the  money  and  bonds  uplifted 
by  them  for  church  fines,  to  the  end,  that 
what  is  unjustly  taken,  especially  bonds, 
be  given  back,  and  what  remains  may  be 
employed  in  charitable  uses.  The  same  day 
Sir  James  appears  before  the  council,  and 
delivers  up  his  commission  to  be  a  major, 
dated  February  12th,  1664^  and  his  other 
commission  to  be  a  lieutenant-colonel,  of 
the  date  July  28th,  1666.  And  to  give  the 
whole  of  this  account  together,  upon  the 
7th  of  Biay,  the  committee  of  council 
appointed  to  examine  Sir  James's  accounts 
of  money  and  bonds  uplifted  for  church 
fines,  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  seeing 
there  would  be  difficiUty  to  prove  the 
chaige,  given  in  by  the  country,  of  thirty- 
eight  thousand  pounds,  or  thereby,  against 
Sir  James,  the  charge  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds  ingenuously  confessed  by  him,  be 
admitted  without  further  inquiry.  And 
as  to  the  first  article  of  his  discharge,  a 
thousand  pounds  sterling  for  quartering; 
they  axe  of  opinion  it  should  be  allowed, 
since  it  was  usual  in  such  cases.  That 
the  second  article  of  his  discharge,  eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
Scots  of  bonds  taken,  and  delivered  in  to 
Alexander  Keith,  be  likewise  allowed.  That 
his  third  article  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  as  his  chai^ges,  by  his  going 
and  coming  to  Edinbui^h,  be  allowed  con- 
sidering his  losses  when  made  prisoner  at 
Dumfries.  His  fourth  article,  of  forty 
pounds  sterling  given  to  some  ministers, 
likewise  allowed;  and  some  other  smaller 
articles,  for  shortness,  here  omitted :  and  his 
last  article  of  six  thousand  merks  taken 
from  him  when  prisoner,  the  committee 
give  it  as  their  opinion,  being  persuaded  of 
Sir  James's  ingenuity,  that  it  be  admitted. 
The  council  approves,  and  dischaiges  ac- 
cordingly. It  will  be  easily  perceived,  the 
council  and  their  committee  do  not  go  the 
length  of  swnmumjus  with  this  gentleman. 
His  defences  are  much  the  same  before  the 
king's  council,   with  these  \k<e  loadA  \a 
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ooUmel  Wallace's  ooundl  of  war. 
He  urged  his  orders  from  the  com- 
missioner, and  letters  from  bishop  Sharp 
and  other  bishops:  and  if  he  was  to  be  be- 
Ueyed  in  his  own  canse,  his  severities  were 
not  by  far  so  great  as  his  instructions  bore 
him  to.  However,  to  stop  the  damour  of 
the  country,  it  was  thought  proper  to  remove 
him  from  his  posts,  and  many  were  of 
opinion,  his  commissions  were  so  ha^  as 
he  ought  not  to  have  received  thenu 

I  wish  I  could  give  as  full  an  account  of 
the  inquiry  made  anent  Sir  William  Ballen- 
den  or  Bannantyne*s  oppressions,  and  illegal 
exactions:  but  I  find  only  one  very  general 
article  anent  him  in  the  council  registers, 
and  I  shall  begin  with  it,  and  then  give 
what  I  meet  with  concerning  him  in  other 
papers  come  to  my  hands.  In  prosecution 
of  the  king's  letter,  dated  March  last,  order- 
ing a  trial  to  be  made  of  his  carriage,  he 
was  imprisoned,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  examine  his  accounts;  and  upon  the 
4th  of  August,  the  council  come  to  pass  the 
following  act  about  him: — "  The  lords  of 
council,  considering  the  complaints  given  in 
against  Sir  William  Ballenden,  and  the  an- 
swers given  thereunto,  do  fine  the  said 
Sir  William  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  allowing  to  him  a  precept 
drawn  by  the  lords  of  the  treasury  for  one 
thousand  three  hundred  merks  which  he 
answered:  and  in  respect  the  said  Sir 
William  hath  exhibited  all  the  bonds  and 
pi^rs  taken  by  him  in  Galloway,  and  given 
sufficient  caution  to  remove  off  the  kingdom 
betwixt  and  the  first  of  September  next,  and 
not  to  return  without  special  order,  under 
the  penalty  of  ^ye  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
do  assoilie  tbe  said  Sir  "William  from  all 
other  pains  and  punishments  that  might 
have  followed  upon  the  said  complaint" 

This  sentence  was  reckoned  exceeding 
soft  and  favourable  to  Sir  WiUiam;  far 
greater  outrages  had  been  laid  in  against 
him  than  against  Sir  James  Turner.  The 
gentlemen  of  Galloway  gave  in  libels  and 
very  full  proofs  of  his  horrid  extortions,  fil- 
thiness,  rapes,  and  cruelty.  Some  parts  of 
his  carriage  have  been  noticed,  and  many 
more  might  be  here  added.  He  made  great 
£re^  and  hud  dojiii  men  to  roast  before 


them,  when  they  would  not,  or  oonld  not 
give  him  the  money  he  required,  or  the 
informations  he  was  aeddng.  It  was  fillj 
proven,  that  among  other  harinrities,  be 
was  perfectly  inhumane  to  a  gffttlfwm  ia 
Galloway.  HeisnotnamedintUsaocoaiit 
now  in  mine  eye;  but  firom  what  is  above  I 
guess  it  to  be  Gordon  of  Laipnore.  Hit 
gentleman  had  been  at  Ptontland,  sod 
through  his  wounds  there,  asd  hardshipi 
before  he  got  home,  he  fell  very  ill,  and  w» 
at  the  point  of  death,  when  Sir  William 
orders  him  to  be  brought  to  him  dead  or 
alive.  The  party  brought  with  them  s 
cart,  knowing  the  gentleman  oonld  neither 
ride  nor  walk,  and  tell  him  he  must  wwp 
with  them.  He  raised  himself  a  litde 
upon  his  bed  and  told  them.  He  now  defied 
Sir  William  and  all  his  persecntcHnB,  and 
forgave  them,  adding,  that  very  shorty  he 
would  be  in  better  company;  and  then 
leaned  down  again,  and  in  a  very-  tew 
minutes  died. 

These  things  oouUL  scarce  prevail  mA 
many  of  the  members  of  the  council,  to  na* 
prison  Sir  William,  until  some  of  ti» 
gentlemen  offered  to  prove  some  treasonaUe 
speeches  against  him,  tending  to  incite  thn 
to  a  new  rising,  and  that  he  professed  bin- 
self  willing  to  join  with  them.  Hie  secret 
of  this  we  have  abready  heard  of;  and  it  w« 
the  project  of  the  party,  who  were  for 
keeping  up  the  standing  army,  but  dorst  nsC 
now  be  owned.  Upon  this  he  vn»  imffot' 
oned,  and  got  this  part  of  the  libel  shudM 
by,  by  confessing  some  expressions  ten£ii^ 
this  way,  as  uttered  by  him  with  a  deaigato 
expiscate  the  designs  of  the  Whigs:  and 
shortly  he  is  set  at  liberty,  and  the  fbnwr 
fine  imposed,  and  act  of  banishment  passed 
against  him.  Away  he  flies  to  court;  sad 
there  puts  the  best  fiice  he  could  i^ 
matters,  with  the  help  of  his  friends,  whose 
interests  he  had  served  in  Sootbod:  but 
his  old  masters  could  not  prevail  witk 
Lauderdale  to  remit  the  fine.  It  is  said 
upon  this  he  undertook  some  wicked  design 
upon  that  nobleman's  life ;  but  the  particular 
vouchers  of  this  I  have  not  seen.  It  is 
certain  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  king's 
dominions.  He  went  over  to  the  army  now  in 
the  Low  Countries,  and  served  in  the  sie^v 
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f  Grmv^  and  was  there  killed.  It  is  added, 
iyitas  he  was  walkings  yerj  negligently  with- 
I  the  reach  of  the  cannon  of  the  town,  some 
ailed  to  him  to  take  care  of  himself,  for  he 
ras  too  near.  He  answered,  ''Cannons 
ill  none  but  fey*  folk."  He  had  scarce 
lid  so,  till  a  cannon  ball  came  upon  him, 
nd  carried  out  his  heart  some  distance 
rom  his  body;  which  was  sadly  agreeable  to 
wicked  imprecation  too  ordinaiy  with  hiuL 
This  melancholy  end  of  this  wicked  per- 
eeiitor,  brings  to  my  mind  a  pretty  remark- 
ble  judgment  upon  two  of  the  same  kidney, 
hough  hr  inferior  to  Sir  William  in  wicked- 
tcM  or  quality.  David  M'Bryar  an  heritor 
n  the  parish  of  Irongray,  and  member  of 
Cddleton's  parliament,  who  was  to  have 
ritBessed  some  points  of  alleged  treason,  in 
lis  minister  Mr  John  Welsh  his  sermons, 
boot  the  time  of  Middleton's  parliament, 
md  turned  after  that  a  violent  per8ecutor,was 
rfidentlyfro  wned  upon  in  providence  as  to  his 
msiness :  his  substance  was  sensibly  blasted, 
tnd  in  a  few  years  he  fell  into  great  difficul- 
ies ;  so  that  being  in  hazard  to  be  laid  up 
or  debt,  he  was  obliged  to  skulk  amongst 
lis  tenants,  and  hide  the  best  way  he  might. 
yx>ut  this  time  one  John  Gordon,  a  north 
x>untry  merchant,  just  such  another  as 
Ift'Bryar,  came  south  to  agent  the  business 
if  a  curate  in  that  country,  who  had  come 
torn  the  north.  Gordon,  when  at  Dum- 
lies,  had  borrowed  Mr  Chalmers,  curate 
Jiere,  his  sword,  and  when  travelling  through 
[jnmgray,  he  met  Mr  WBryar  in  the  fields, 
4M>king  very  melancholy  and  dejected.  Gor- 
loa  presently  concludes  him  to  be  a  whig, 
lad  requires  him  to  go  with  him,  as  a  sus- 
pected person,  to  Dumfries.  The  other, 
iller  some  shifting  answers,  refused,  fearing 
ynly  the  prison  for  his  debts.  This  shyness, 
riUiout  a  reason  given,  made  him  the  more 
«alonsed  (suspected)  by  Gordon,  who  draws 
da  aword,  and  told  him,  he  would  force 
lim  to  go  with  him.  M*Bryar,  either  in 
lesisting  or  running,  is  killed,  being  run 
chrough  the  body,  and  died  on  the  spot 
rhe  other  made  no  secret  of  his  having 
killed  a  whig,  to  the  people  about.    When 


•  Fey,  silly,  doranged.— £<f. 
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they  saw  the  dead  body,  they  knew  ^^^ 
Mr  M'Bryar,  and  seize  Gordon, 
and  carry  him  into  Dumfries,  where  pres* 
ently,  by  sentence,  he  is  hanged,  for  murder- 
ing a  man  as  honest  as  himself.  This  strange 
incident  made  the  country  people  say,  it 
was  a  cursed  thing  to  harass  the  whigs: 
and  indeed  a  holy  providence  appeared  in  it, 
making  one  persecutor  to  cut  off  another. 

When  the  council  have  Sir  James  Tur- 
ner and  Sir  William  Bannantyne  before 
them,  honest  people  began  to  hope  they 
might  be  heard  in  their  complaints,  against 
some  others  who  had  illegally  oppressed 
them.  Therefore  some  persons  in  Ayr, 
particulariy  bailie  John  Ferguson,  and  some 
others,  gave  in  a  charge  against  William 
Cuningham  provost  of  that  town,  containing 
many  acts  of  riot,  injustice,  and  oppression, 
alleged  to  be  committed  by  him.  Cuning- 
ham makes  his  interest  with  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow,  and  so  comes  into  Edinbui^h 
with  confidence  enough,  and  not  ill  founded : 
for  after  his  accuser  had  been  at  the  charges 
of  taking  in  forty  witnesses  and  upwards,  to 
prove  his  libel,  and  was  just  about  to  table 
it,  he  is  told  by  some  of  the  members  of 
council,  that  wiless  he  agreed  with  the 
provost,  and  dropt  this  design,  the  declara- 
tion would  be  put  to  him.  His  throat  not 
being  wide  enough  to  swallow  this,  he  was 
obliged  to  withdraw,  and  hold  himself  quiet. 
Great  were  the  discontents  that  Bannan- 
tyne was  so  easily  passed,  and  inquiries 
into  the  carriage  of  others  thus  were  frau- 
dulently stopped.  However,  the  notice 
taken  of  these  two  made  presbyterians  take 
a  little  heart,  and  sermons  were  some  more 
frequent  than  formerly.   But  I  go  forward  to 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  procedure  against  presbyterians  this 
yeoTy  the  bond  of  peace^  severities  against 
outed  ministers  J  Mr  MitcheVs  first  attempt y 
and  some  other  matters. 

Having  thus  given  some  account  of  the 
notice  taken  of  some  of  the  instruments  of 
the  severities  against  presbyterians  the  for- 
mer years,  1  come  now  to  take  a  view  how 
matters  went  with  themselves  tbrougk  this 
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lAAfi  J^"^*  '^^  ^^  ^  maoh  in  the  order 
of  time  as  I  can  now  reooyer.  I 
maj  begin  with  some  further  account  of  the 
bond  of  peace,  and  the  circumstancet  of 
the  sufferers  as  to  that  When  it  was 
imposed  in  the  dose  of  the  last  year,  the 
persons  required  in  several  places,  did  not 
meet  in  order  to  the  siji^ng  of  it.  I  find 
particularly,  December  4th,  the  heritors,  and 
feuars  of  the  barony  of  Glas^w,  did  not  con- 
vene ;  and  the  council  appoint  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow  and  marquis  of  Montrose,  to  see  it 
done  against  the  first  of  January.  Upon  the 
backwardness  of  people  to  it,  the  council  write 
to  the  king,  for  his  orders  what  to  do  now 
upon  the  running  out  of  the  time  fixed  in 
the  indemnity,  and  auent  the  bond  of  peace. 
Upon  the  16th  of  January,  the  king's  letter 
anent  the  indemnity  and  bond,  comes  befwe 
them ;  which  I  insert  here. 

•*  Right  trusty,  &c. 
**  Having  received  full  information  of  your 
care  and  diligence  for  providing  of  money, 
and  disbanding  the  new  troops,  as  also  for 
appointing  the  bond  to  be  signed  for  keep- 
ing the  public  peace ;  we  do  return  you  our 
hearty  thanks :  and  whereas  we  are  informed, 
that  divers  do  neglect  or  refuse  to  sign 
those  bonds,  in  some  of  the  shires,  we  do 
require  you  to  send  us  a  particular  account, 
who  have  signed  the  bonds  in  the  several 
shires  where  they  were  appointed,  and  who 
have  neglected  or  refuse  to  sign ;  and  if  any 
have  neglected  or  forslowed  that  necessary 
service :  as  also,  who  of  those  that  were 
accessory  to  the  late  rebellion,  have  accepted 
our  gracious  pardon ;  and  in  what  places  the 
same  hath  been  slighted ;  together  with  your 
free  opinion  what  is  further  necessary  to  be 
done,  in  relation  to  security  for  the  peace, 
and  what  course  is  fittest  to  be  taken  with 
these  of  the  late  rebels,  who  have  slighted^ 
and  not  accepted  our  gracious  pardon :  but 
above  all,  we  most  especially  reconmiend 
to  you  to  use  all  possible  means  and  endeav- 
ours for  preserving  and  settling  the  public 
peace  under  our  authority,  and  with  special 
care  to  countenance  and  maintain  episcopal 
government,  which  in  all  the  kingdom  we 
will  most  inviolably  protect  and  defend. 
You  must  by  all  means  restrain  the  gather^ 


ings  of  the  people  to  oonventidea,  which  an 
indeed  rendeivoases  of  rebellion ;  and  exe- 
cute the  laws  severely  against  the  ringleaden 
of  such  fiMition  and  schism ;  andi^tnmtoos 
your  very  free  advice^  wherein  you  need  oar 
more  particular  commands  for  those  ends. 
We  did  lately  reconunend  to  you,  the  order- 
ing of  our  troops  and  companies  to  such 
places  as  you  should  think  most  convenient, 
and  we  appointed  who  should   eomraand 
them,  in  absence  of  our  chancellor:  and 
now  considering  how  needless  a  general  is 
to  so  few  troops,  we  do  think  it  fit  to  inti- 
mate our  pleasure,  that  our  commission  to 
our  general,  in  that  our  kingdom,  and  all 
other  general  officers,  be  recalled;   beii^ 
resolved  to  appoint  general  persons  when 
we  have  an  army.    And  in  the  mean  time 
you  are  to  give  orders  to  the  commaod 
ers  of  our  troops,  as  you  shall  find  expe 
dient  for  our  service.*' — It  took  some  tine 
before  the  council  could  return  an  answer 
to  all  the  particulars  in  this  letter:  so  iqpoo 
the  27th  of  February,  I  find  they  make  the 
following  return  to  Lauderdale,  which,  m 
containing  a  very  distinct  account  of  the 
state  of  the  country,  anent  the  indemnity 
and  bond  of  peace,  I  insert  it  here. 

Apud  EcUnburffwn,  21mo  mensis  Fdnuarii 

166a 

^  In  obedience  to  his  majesty's  commandi^ 
a  conunittee  was  appointed;  and  by  them 
order  was  given  for  bringing  in  an  exact 
account  of  these  who  have  signed  the  boodi 
for  keeping  the  public  peace,  who  have 
neglected  the  doing  thereof,  who  of  those 
in  the  late  rebellion,  have  accepted  of  his 
majesty's  gracious  pardon,  and  who  have 
slighted  the  same.  By  their  report  it  ap- 
pears, there  are  few  or  none  of  the  consider- 
able heritors  in  the  several  shires,  who 
were  appointed  to  sign  the  bond,  have  not 
signed  the  same,  except  such  who  had  for- 
merly taken  the  declaration,  or  whose  con- 
stant residence  was  not  within  the  shires, 
and  did  not  apprehend  themselves  obliged 
thereunto. 

**  As  to  those  accessory  to  the  late  reb^ 
lion  in  the  shire  of  Lanark,  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven  have  taken  the  benefit  of 
his  majesty's  gracious  pardon,  and  mgned 
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die  bond  for  flieir  fittore  depiMtmait;  and 
me  hundred  liave  not  In  the  Am  of  Ayr, 
iftj-eeyen  have  taken  the  bond,  and  MTenty* 
two  have  not  In  the  stewartry  ci  Kn*k- 
mdbrigbt  and  Domfries,  foorteen  bare  taken 
die  bond,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
lytye  not 

*  The  whole  number  of  those  who  have 
some  in  upon  his  majesty's  gracious  pardon, 
leing  two  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  of 
those  who  have  not  embraced  it  as  yet, 
Jiree  hundred,  who,  for  the  most  part,  are 
rcry  mean  persons,  as  servants,  subtenants, 
ind  craftsmen;  and  the  remanent  who  were 
in  the  said  rebellion,  were  either  killed  in 
the  field,  or  publicly  executed,  or  are  since 
lead,  or  fled  out  of  the  kingdom. 

*  As  to  the  farther  securing  of  the  peace 
md  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  our  humble 
ipinion,  Imo,  That  his  majesty  may  be 
pleased  to  grant  warrant  for  issuing  a  pro- 
dbmntion,  discharging  all  such  who  have 
sot  subscribed  the  said  bond  for  keeping 
the  public  peace,  to  have  or  wear  any  arms, 
iword,  dirk,  or  whinger,  or  any  other  what- 
MNneyer;  or  to  have  or  keep  any  horses 
iboTe  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  Scots,  after  a 
certain  day  to  be  affixed;  and  that  a  power 
md  warrant  might  be  given  and  granted  to 
iH  sherifis,  Stewarts,  bailies  of  regalities, 
■lagistrates  of  bui^s,  justices  of  peace,  and 
lO  magistrates  whatsomever,  to  search  for, 
ud  seize  upon  all  arms  in  the  possession  of 
inch  persons  and  to  exact  ten  pounds  8cots, 
Mies  quoHes  of  the  haver  or  wearer  of  such 
irms,  the  one  half  to  be  given  to  the  discov- 
erer, and  the  other  half  to  be  disposed 
spon  by  the  judges,  as  they  shall  think  fit 
Ajid  further,  that  they  be  empowered  to 
irixe  upon,  and  intromit  with  all  horses 
srhich  shall  be  found  in  the  possession  of 
iiose  persons,  above  the  value  of  fifty 
)0unds  Scots,  paying  the  said  sums  always 
»  the  party:  and  that  also,  by  the  said 
irodamation,  it  may  be  declared  lawful  for 
iny  person  whatsomever,  who  knows  of 
lay  horses  in  such  hands,  above  the  said 
ralue,  to  seize  thereupon,  bringing  always 
ilong  with  him,  a  magistrate  of  a  burgh  of 
andward,  or  any  of  the  officers  or  messen- 
ters  at  arms,  or  any  notar  public  with  wit- 


nesses, and  in  their  preaenoe  made  .^^ 
payment  of  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
Scots ;  and  in  case  of  reststanee,  oomplaiiif 
being  made  to  any  of  the  magistrates  fore 
said,  that  they  cause  the  horse  be  deUvered 
to  the  person  who  seized  the  same,  with> 
out  payment  of  any  price  therefore,  and 
otherwise  punish  him  in  whose  hands  the 
horse  was  found,  in  his  person,  at  their  dis- 
cretion. 

2do,  Because,  through  the  absence  of 
those  persons  who  were  appointed  to  take 
the  bonds  from  the  rebels  by  reason  of 
their  sickness,  or  their  being  at  Edinburgh 
attending  lawsuits  in  the  time  of  the  term, 
the  meetings  for  subscribing  were  not  so 
timonsly,  nor  so  punctually  observed,  and 
that  many  of  the  rebds  themselves  were 
fled  the  country,  or  lurking  in  obscure 
places,  and  so  did  not  know  of  the  several 
diets,  before  the  time  was  elapsed,  and  that 
divers  was  come  in  since,  and  others  may ; 
it  is  our  opinion,  that  all  that  have  or  do 
accept  of  the  pardon,  and  sign  the  bond 
before  the  intimation  of  his  majesty's  further 
pleasure  to  the  council,  may  be  admitted 
thereunto,  and  that  his  majesty  may  be 
pleased  to  signify  his  pleasure  accordingly. 

"  3tio,  That  his  majesty  may  give  warrant 
for  a  proclamation,  wherein  the  names  (^ 
all  such  of  the  rebels,  as  shall  not  then  have 
taken  the  bond,  may  be  insert;  and  that 
magistrates,  and  others  his  majestjr's  judges, 
and  officers  in  bnighs  and  landward,  may  be 
commanded  upon  their  allegiance  and  duty, 
to  seize  and  apprehend  them,  and  present 
their  persons  to  justice;  and  that  all  heri- 
tors, and  others  his  majesty's  subjects,  may 
be  discharged  to  harbour,  reset,  or  keep  any 
correspondence  with  them ;  with  certifica- 
tion to  such  as  shall  fail  herein,  they  shall 
be  punished  as  aiders  and  abettors  of  rebels, 
and  accessory  to  the  rebellion.  And  if  it 
shall  be  found  that  any  of  the  rebels  have, 
or  shall  have  any  reset,  supply,  or  entertain- 
ment within  the  bounds  of  any  of  these 
heritors,  who  have  not  taken  the  bond  for 
the  peace,  that  every  such  heritor  shall  be 
pursued,  and  proceeded  against,  as  guilty  of 
the  rebellion. 

^  Against  conventicles  there  are  acts  of 
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oouncO,  BO  many  and  so  iiill,  as 
nothings  can  be  added  thereunto ;  but 
the  council  will  be  careful  to  see  them  put 
to  due  execution;  and,  by  their  act  of  the  last 
of  January,  herewith  sent,  have  taken  order 
for  remold  of  all  outed  ministers,  forth  of 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  prohibited 
places,  and  restraining  conventicles  therein.** 
—At  the  close,  the  council  recommended 
it  to  Lauderdale  the  secretary,  to  lay  all 
these  things  before  the  king. 

According  to  this  desire  of  the  council, 
they  are  permitted  to  receive  persons  upon 
the  bond  of  peace;  and  it  is  made  very 
much  a  rule  of  their  procedure.  In  April, 
I  find  David  Barclay  prisoner  in  the  castle 
of  Edinburgh,  for  some  concern,  I  suppose, 
in  Pentland,  upon  his  declining  to  sign  the 
bond,  is  sent  to  the  tolbooth  of  Montrose. 
In  February  this  year,  the  banished  minis- 
ters in  Holland,  sent  over  their  sentiments 
of  the  bond,  in  warm  terms,  as  a  great 
defection,  and  a  bur3ring  of  all  covenanted 
reformation-work;  which  wanted  not  its 
influence  to  hinder  some  to  take  it.  Thomas 
Lennox,  above  condemned  to  die  for  Pent- 
land,  is  liberate  in  April,  upon  signing  it 
Andrew  Robertson,  prisoner  on  the  same 
score,  is  allowed  to  transport  himself  to 
New  England.  In  June,  I  find  John  Bryce 
mealmakerin  Cambusnetban  parish,  Wil- 
liam Fergusson  weaver  in  Lanark,  William 
Adam  smith  in  Williamstoun,  prisoners. 
When  brought  before  the  council,  they 
acknowledge  their  being  at  Pentland;  and, 
upon  their  refusing  the  bond,  they  are  ban- 
ished to  Virginia:  with  certification,  if  they 
return,  the  pains  of  death  will  be  inflicted. 
And  I  find  a  short  work  made  by  the  coun- 
cil, in  a  general  order,  July  30th,  that  all 
who  are  in  prison  for  the  rebellion,  and 
shall  refuse  the  bond,  are  to  be  sent  to  the 
plantations;  and  thither  not  a  few  were 
sent  this  year. 

Agreeably  to  the  proposal  in  the  coundl^s 
letters  above,  I  find  a  proclamation  pub- 
lished, May  9th,  ordering  all  magistrates 
and  officers  of  the  standing  forces,  to  seize 
and  apprehend  about  a  hundred  persons, 
whose  names  are  annexed  to  the  proclama- 
tion, as  having  slighted  the  indemnity  offered. 


The  proclamation  is  added.*  It  seems  to 
be  in  pursuance  of  this  and  otlier  prodani*- 
tions,  that  the  cound^.  June  $5th,  ^  ofder 
out  letters  against  the  lord  TorphicJien,  and 
other  heritors  of  West  Calder,  and  othen 
to  be  condescended  on  by  my  lord  Haltom, 
(thus  it  runs  in  the  council  records)  to 
answer  for  harbouring  John  Gilchrist^  James 
Nimmo,  and  Thomas  Finlay,  and  not  appre- 
hending them,  and  offering  them  to  justice 
for  their  accession  to  the  rebellion,  1666.** 
This  process  was  for  some  time  in  depend- 
ance,and  brought  no  small  trouble  to  aevend 
persons  very  innocent  in  this  matter. 

By  a  letter,  dated  July  23d,  the  kii^ 
leaves  the  council  to  do  with  those  con- 
cerned in  Pentland,  as  they  see  good.  His 
words  are  these :  *'  We  now  think  fit  to  refer 
it  to  you,  to  take  such  course  with  all  in 
the  rebellion,  1660,  who  are  not  particulariy 
forfeited,  as  you  think  fittest  for  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  either  by  banishing  them  to 
the  plantations,  or  admitting  them  to  take 
the  benefit  of  our  pardon,  as  you  think  fit" 
But  presses  their  ridding  the  kingdom  of 
preachers  at  conventicles;  which  I  shall 
just  now  have  occasion  to  notice.  Accord- 
ingly, upon  the  4th  of  August,  James 
Anderson,  John  Wright,  and  Robert  Grier, 
are  banished  to  Virginia,  for  being  in  the 
rebellion  1666.  And  in  November,  I  find 
a  good  many  concerned  in  Pentland,  are^ 
by  the  council,  admitted  to  take  the  bond; 
and  Robert  Chalmers  (who  afterwards  got 
a  remission,  if  it  be  not  another  of  the 


*  Proclamation  against  rebels  who  have  noi  oc- 
cejtted  the  indemnity.  May  9th,  1668. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  tlM 
faith;  to 

macera  or  messengers  at  arms,  conjanctly  and 
severally,  and  to  all  and  sundry  our  lieges  and 
subjects  whom  it  effeirs,  greeting :  Forasmucli 
as  we,  by  our  act  of  indemnity  and  proclama- 
tion, of  the  date  the  ninth  of  October,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  were 
graciously  pleased  to  make  intimation  of  our 
tenderness  and  care,  to  reduce  such  of  the  late 
rebels  as  were  seduced  and  misled,  to  thoir  doe 
obedience  to  our  authority  and  laws,  (excepting 
only  such  as  were  therein  named)  provided 
always  that  they  should  appear  betwixt  and  the 
first  day  of  January  last  bvpast,  before  such  as 
were  then  authorised  by  the  lords  of  our  privy 
council,  and  give  such  bonds  for  keeping  the 
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William  Miller,  and  William  Mnr- 
■e  banished;  and  John  Denholm 
.  to  Tangier,  for  resetting  some  of 
ler  one  night  in  his  house.  And 
and  James  Welsh  in  Irongray, 
ames  are  wrongouslj  insert  in  the 
ition,  Maj  9th  last,  compearing 
le  council,  and  declaring  they  were 
Jutland,  are  allowed  to  pui^  them- 
vy  signing  the  bond  of  peace,  and 
d.     So  much  maj  serve  for  the 


•ce  of  the  kingdom,  as  is  therein  ap- 
And  vet  notwithstanding  of  our  gra- 
isure  timoualy  intimate,  many  of  the 
In  continue  yet  so  desperate  and  wicked, 
have  refused,  within  the  time  limited, 
their  appearance:  whereby  they  have 
■feited  the  benefit  of  our  gracious  offer, 
rve  to  be  proceeded  against  with  all 
U  thev  be  brought  to  condign  punish- 
rherefore,  we,  with  advice  of  the  lords 
privy  council,  command  and  require 
h  of  sheriffdoms,  stewards  of  stewart- 
^trates  of  royal  burglis,  bailies  of 
and  baronies,  and  all  others  our  minis- 
itice,  and  officers  of  our  standing  forces, 
w^Ul  be  answerable  to  us  upon  their 
»  and  duty,  immediately  after  notice 
» seize  upon,  and  apprehend  the  persona 
ids  underwritten,  viz  :— 

In  Carsfaim  jxzrish, 

lael  Cannon  in  Formaton, 
Macmitcliel  in  Knockinreoch, 
tiacmillan  in  Strong-gashel, 
i  Macmillan  in  Kiltarsen, 
n  Macmillan  in  Bradinoch, 
Mackilney  in  Polmidow, 
jogan  in  Loch-head, 
hrawford  in  Drurojoan, 
Cunningham  in  Longford, 
[acadam  in  Waterhf^, 
lannah  there, 
I  Macadam  in  Bow, 
ffacmillan  younger  in  Brockloch, 
i  Fergusson  in  Woodhead, 
Cabbison  in  Moss, 
Macadam  in  Knockgray, 
ider  Macmillan  in  Bank, 
n  Smith  at  Bridge  of  Geuch, 
Vvlie  in  Smiton, 
Macolm  in  Netherholm, 
Macolm  in  Netherglen. 

In  Dairy  parish. 

Cannon  brother  to  Morgrie, 
d  Crichton  in  Knocksting, 
Fergusson  in  Trostan, 

Crichton  in  Fingland, 
w  Crichton  there, 
fachutcheon  in  Clachan  of  Dairy, 
Welsh  his  brother, 
l^ebih  in  Skeoch, 

Wallat  in  Scar, 

t  Biggar  son  to   Herbert  Biggar  of 
oic, 
a  Smith  son  to  Jnmea  Smith  of  Drum- 
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treatment  this  year,  of  those  in  the 
late  nsmg.      Let   me    now    come 
forward  to  take  some  view  of  the  severities 
used  against  conventicles,  and  the  keepers 
of  them  this  year. 

Field  conventicles  were  at  this  time 
very  rare ;  but  presbyterian  ministers  adven- 
tured to  preach  to  large  meetings  in  houses 
and  bams,  upon  the  repeated  and  import 
tunate  calls  of  the  people,  who  had  ftllen 
off  from  the  incumbents,  because  of  their 

Robert  Sinclair  son  to  Robert  Sinclair  in 

Lag, 
William  Welsh  in  Ingliston, 
James  Biggar  in  Margloby, 
John  Currier  in  Newark, 
Robert  Currier  in  Dalquhaim, 
David  Currier  in  Ruchtree, 
Robert  Colvin  in  Ingliston, 
John  Hunter  in  Barncleugb, 
John  Wallat  in  HolhiU, 
John  Welsh  in  Knachston, 
John  Wright  in  Larbreck, 
John  Whitehead  in  Cludden, 
James  Macbimie  In  Crobmor, 
John  Wilson  in  Traquair, 
Andrew  Haining  servant  to  John  Neilsoo  of 

Corsack, 
John  Gawson  to  Robert  Gaw  in  Aimcrogoe. 

In  the  shire  tf  Dumfries, 

John  Kirko  of  Sundywell, 

James  Callan  glover  in  Dumfries, 

James    Grier    in    Shankstell    in    Gleucairn 

K Irish, 
n  Grierson  in  Auchinshine  there^ 
John  Law  there, 
WiUiam  Harvey  younger  there, 
George  Wilson  there, 
John  Gilkerson  there, 
James  Alton  there, 
Thomas  Robertson  there, 
Matthew  Hamilton  there, 
Thomas  Brown  there, 
John  and  George  Jacks  there, 
Robert  Rae  there, 
Patrick  Murray  there, 
Robert  Davidson  there. 

In  the  parish  of  iMnark, 

John  Wilson  there, 

Thomas  and  James  Hasties  there, 

James  Fisher  there. 

In  the  parish  cf  CarlvJtt, 

William  Loch  there, 

WUliam  Gilkerson  there, 

William  Frame  there, 

Archibald,    Robert,    and    Gabriel    Forresto 

there, 
Thomas  Martin  there, 
John  Scouller  there, 
James  Armstrong  there, 
William  King  there, 
John  Gilkerson  there, 
Archibald  Hart  there, 
Robert  Smith  there, 
William  Brown. 
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1AAQ  '^^'^'^  ^  ^®  severities  and  oppres- 
noDS  of  the  former  years.  As  yet, 
unless  in  some  places,  where  drcumstanoes 
forced  to  the  open  fields,  it  was  rare  to  preach 
out  of  a  house.  I  shall  cast  together  here, 
what  I  find  this  year  done  anent  conventi- 
cles, and  such  as  frequented  them,  leaving 
the  treatment  of  the  ministers  to  the  next 
article. 

May  7th,  I  find,  the  council  having  called, 

and  convened  before  them, Miller  of 

Waxford,  for  being  lately  at  a  conventicle 
in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  which  he  confessed, 
fine  him  in  three  hundred  merks,  to  be 
paid  presently ;  and  they  oblige  him  to  give 
bond,  under  penalty  of  one  thousand  pounds 
Scots,  that  neither  he  nor  his  fiunily,  shall, 
in  time  coming,  be  present  at  conventicles. 
The  three  hundred  merks  are  ordered  to  be 
given  to  Henderson  a  wounded  soldier. 

The  same  day,  the  council  being  informed 
of  several  conventicles  kept  in  several  places, 
appoint  any  of  their  number  to  give  out 
warrants  for  seizing,  apprehending,  and 
committing  to  prison,  all  outed  ministers,  or 
others  who  shall  keep  conventicles,  or  other 
unlawful  convocations  and  meetings,  or  to 
give  warrant  to  a  messenger  to  cite  them  to 
buch  diets  of  the  council,  as  they  think 
fit  To  favour  this  design  of  suppressing 
these  meetings  for  divine  worship,  by  such 
as  could  not  in  conscience  join  with  the 
curates,  May  9th,  instructions  are  given  to 
the  forces.  **  The  earl  of  Linlithgow,  com- 
mander-in-chief for  the  time,  is  allowed  to 
change  the  quarters  of  the  soldiers,  as  he 
finds  meet.  All  the  officers  and  soldiers 
are  warranted  to  seize  upon  and  apprehend 
all  outed  ministers,  who  have  kept  conven- 
ticles, or  preached  at  them,  to  dissipate  all 
conventicles,  and  seize  upon  the  minister, 
and  such  of  the  principal  persons  at  the 
meeting,  as  they  can  catch,  and  carry  them 
to  the  next  prison,  especially  such  as  have 
weapons.  They  are  empowered  to  seize 
upon  any  they  have  a  warrant  from  a  privy 
counsellor  to  apprehend,  either  as  rebels,  or 
conventicle  keepers."  In  short,  they  are  to 
observe  the  orders  given  November  15th, 
1667.  Accordingly,  upon  the  4th  of  June, 
the  council  approve  the  following  disposition 


of  aome  of  the  troopi :  a  compmy  of  foot  to 
lie  at  Dumfries ;  a  oonpany  of  foot,  with 
fifteen  horse,  at  Strathaven  in  Clydesdale; 
forty  troopers  at  Kilsyth ;  two  companies  of 
foot,  and  fifteen  horse,  at  Glasgow ;  a  com- 
pany of  foot  at  Dalmellington,  and  another 
at  Cumnodc  in  the  shire  of  Ayr. 

Besides  this  parcelling  out  of  the  forces 
where  they  were  most  afraid  of  conventides, 
upon  informations  of  the  keeping  of  them, 
commissions  are  given  out  to  examine 
who  had  been  at  them.  So  upon  the  same 
day  the  council  grant  warrant  to  two  gentle- 
men, to  make  enquiry  who  were  at  the  con- 
venticles in  Fife,  in  the  town  of  Amtruthcr, 
and  at  Largo:  and  upon  this  trial,  July 
16th,  oouncU  letters  are  directed  out  agaimt 
four  persons  in  Largo  and  the  neighbom^ 
hood,  for  being  present  at  them. 

At  the  desire  of  the  prelates,  who  thii 
year  are  mightily  keen  against  conventickiy 
the  king  writes  in  the  forecited  letter,  dated 
July  23d,  after  he  hath  remitted  the  rebels 
to  Uie  council's  pleasure,  thus :  *'  but  we  do 
specially  recommend  it  to  your  care  to  rid 
the  kii^om  of  such  seditious  preachers,  or 
pretended  ministers  as  have  kept  conven- 
ticles, or  gathered  people  to  the  fields,  since 
January  last ;  for  we  look  on  such  as  the 
greatest  disturbers  of  the  peace,  and  per- 
verters  of  the  people."  That  they  were  so 
represented  to  his  majesty  I  believe :  but 
the  king  had  not  better  subjects  in  the  kin^ 
dom,  and  there  was  nothing  but  peaceable 
carriage  at  such  meetings,  and  the  gospel  of 
peace  purely  and  faithfully  preached,  and 
the  king  prayed  for.  indeed  the  orden 
given  above,  to  dissipate  those  meetings, 
obliged  some  to  defend  themselves  when 
attacked,  and  the  gospel  preached  to  them ; 
but  there  were  not  many  scuffles  this  way 
as  yet 

Another  method,  peculiar  to  towns,  used 
at  this  time  against  conventicles,  was,  to 
oblige  the  magistrates  of  bni^hs,  to  give 
bond  to  the  council  to  pay  such  a  sum  if  a 
conventicle  were  held  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion :  and  ordinarily  they  had  their  relief  oflf 
the  persons  they  should  find  out  to  have 
been  at  it  Accordingly  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh,  July  29th,  give  bond  to  the 
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ouncil  to  this  effect ;  which  I  have  insert,* 
nd  for  some  time,  1  find  yearly  it  is  renewed 
ly  every  set  of  new  magistrates.  Kotwith- 
tanding  of  all  these  efforts,  conventicles 
rew  on  the  prektes'  hands,  in  a  proportion 
>  their  and  £heir  underlings  being  disliked 
»>  their  oppression  and  severities ;  and  the 
ated  ministers  wanted  not  their  sufferings 
lis  year,  which  brings  me  to  give  some 
tfte  of  their  treatment.  Upon  the  last  of 
inuary,  the  council  by  their  act  ordain  the 
lagistrates  of  Edinbui^h,  to  execute  the 
d  and  proclamation,  dated  November 
96^,  against  the  outed  ministen;  and  to 
ike  special  care  that  none  be  pennitted  to 
my  within  their  liberties,  but  snch  as  have 
license  from  the  council,  archbishop  of  St 
jidrews,  or  bishop  of  Edinbnigh ;  and 
squiring  them  to  take  special  notice^  that 
lere  be  no  conventicles  kept  in  the  oitj,  er 
berties  thereof.  The  hardships  of  this 
ct  have  been  noticed  formerly. 
Bat  to  come  to  particular  peraons*  miftr* 
iga,  I  may  well  begin  with  the  revwnd 
br  Michael  Bruce.  This  worthy, 
ad  affectionate  preacher,  had  been 
earw  ago  forced  out  of  Ireland,  where  Ids 
harg:e  and  rektions  were.  Beingapenon 
f  great  boldness,  and  much  love  to  souls, 
e  adventured  to  preach  to  great  meetingt 
a  houses,  and  sometimes  in  the  fields  like- 
rise.  He  ventured  into  several  places  of 
be  nation,  where  few  other  presbyterian 
linisters  had  preached  to  any  numbers  for 
years.    About  the  2d  or  3rd  of  June, 


•  Mond  hif  the  town  of  Edinburgh^  agaitut  cmi- 

venticles,  July  29<A,  1668. 
We,  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay  of  Abbotshall,  lord 
rovoNt  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  George  Reid, 
sbfi  Fullarton,  Jamei  Currie,  and  John  Lyon, 
dlics  of  the  uid  city,  Fhmcis  Kinloch  dean  of 
lild,  and  Andrew  Cheyn  treaiarer  thereof, 
nd  and  oblice  ourselves,  conjunctly  and  seve- 
Uy,  that,  during  the  time  we  are  in  trust 
id  Afliee.  no  person  or  persons  who  were  In  the 
bell  ion  166G,  or  who  are  forfeited,  or  declared 
gicivesi,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  he  lodged, 
irboured,  or  reset  within  the  said  city  of 
linbnrfh,  Canon^pite,  Potter- row,  Pleasants, 
eet-port,  or  Leith,  under  the  pain  of  one 
indred  pounds  sterling ;  and  that  none  of  the 
id  rebelii,  who  hereafter  shall  be  forfeited  or 
clared  fogitives,  shall  he  harboured,  or  reset, 
lodiped  within  these  said  bounds,  after  they 
■U  be  declared  fofitive,  as  said  is.  under  the 
En  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling :  also,  that 


captain  G.  Erskine  in  Stirling  Cas>  ^^^ 
tie,  having  orders  from  some  coun- 
sellors, apprehends  Mr  Bruce  in  his  own 
hired  house,  not  far  distant  When,  to  his 
great  surprise,  he  found  the  house  beset 
with  armed  men,  according  to  his  usual 
courage  and  briskness,  he  endeavoured  to 
escape;  but  was  sore  wounded  by  the  sol- 
dierSk  and  taken,  and  brought  prisoner  to 
the  Castle  of  Stirling.  No  care  was  taken 
of  his  wounds,  and  he  lo8t  a  vast  deal  of 
Uood.  Notice  of  this  prize  is  sent  into 
£dinbui|fh,  and,  June  4>th,  the  council  have 
this  resolve  about  him.  **  The  lords  being 
informed,  that  Mr  Michael  Bruce,  pretended 
minister,  is  apprehended,  who  for  these  seve^ 
ral  years  bypast,  has  made  it  his  work  to 
abuse  people,  and  in  contempt  of  the  laws, 
presumed  to  keep  fr^uent  conventicles, 
preach,  baptiie^  and  administrate  the  sacra^ 
ments,  without  any  lawful  warrant,  and 
made  pritooer  in  Stirling  Castle,  they  order 
^im  %b  be  kept  dose  prisoner,  and  no  per- 
aoB  have  access  but  physicians  and  sur- 
fWMML^.'  Fmiher,  they  appoint  the  sheriff 
af  Slii^big,  Bkid  one  of  the  justice-deputes, 
to  mramine  him,  how  it  came,  when  he  was 
apprehended  by  authority,  he  assaulted,  and 

dangerously  wounded a  soldier  of 

the  party,  employed  for  that  effect,  and 
report. 

It  was  the  16th  of  June  before  Mr  Bruce 
was  so  hr  recovered,  as  he  could  be  carried 
into  Edinbuigh;  and,  when  put  in  close 
prison  there,  the  council  order,  that  nobody 


none  of  the  other  rebels  contained  in  the  procla- 
mation, dated  May  9th,  166B,  conceminjj^  such 
as  have  not  accepted  his  majesty's  gracious  in- 
demnity, shall  DO  reset  as  foresaid,  under  the 
pains  of  fifty  pounds  sterling^.  As  likewise, 
that  no  private  meetines  or  conventicles,  under 
pretence  of,  or  for  religious  womhip,  shall  be 
kept  within  the  said  city,  or  bounds  foresaid, 
under  the  pain  ef  fifty  pounds  sterling.  Which 
penalties  we  bind  and  oblige  ourseTves,  con- 
junctly and  severalhr,  to  make  payment  of  to 
the  commisrioners  of'^hls  majesty's  treasury,  or 
treasurer-depute,  as  they  shall  happen  to  be  for 
the  time,  to  oe  by  them  disposed  upon  as  they 
shall  think  fit ;  providing  that  we  mall  only  be 
liable  to  pay  the  said  penalties,  for  such  deeds  of 
oontroventlon  as  shall  be  committed  during  our 
office,  for  which  we  shall  be  pursued,  and  de- 
creets recoverad  against  us,  within  year  and 
day  after  the  committing  the  ofFeiice.  Consent- 
ing, &G.  lu  common  form. 
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have  access  to  speak  with  him, 
except  111  presence  of  a  pnvj  coun- 
sellor, or  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Edin- 
biii^gh.  When  he  was  examined  in  the  tol- 
booth,  he  was  most  candid  and  free  in  his 
confession,  refusing  to  answer  nothing  put 
to  him.  From  this  confession  the  king's 
advocate  forms  a  libel  against  him.  As  soon 
as  he  WBS  able  to  come  before  the  council, 
upon  July  2d,  he  appears,  and  when  his  libel 
is  read,  he  owned  his  preaching  and  baptii- 
ing  in  houses  and  the  fields,  and  defended 
his  practice,  as  being  ajifrceable  to  the  powers 
he  had  received  from  another  and  higher 
court.  The  sentence  the  council  pass,  is 
as  follows.  ^  The  council  find  Mr  Michael 
Bnice  guilty  of  sedition,  faction,  and  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace  of  this  kingdom,  and 
contravening  the  acts  of  parliament  and 
council;  and  therefore  ordain  the  said  Mr 
Michael  Bruc4)  to  be  banished  and  sent 
away  out  of  his  majesty's  dominions  of 
Scotland,  England  and  Ireland,  and  to  dis- 
chai^  him  to  return  upon  pain  of  death.** 
His  bond  signed  in  the  council  registers  is ; 
— "  I  Mr  Michael  Bruc«  bind,  oblige,  and 
enact  m3r8elf  in  the  books  of  privy  council, 
that,  in  obedience  to  an  act  and  sentence  of 
banishment  pronounced  and  given  against 
me  this  day,  I  shall  never  return  to  any  of 
his  majesty's  dominions  in  Scotland,  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  under  pain  of  death  to  be 
inflicted  without  mercy,  in  case  I  shall 
happen  to  contravene  :  consenting  thir  pre- 
sents be  registered  in  books  of  council ;  and 
constitute  Patrick  Frazer  advocate,  my  pro- 
'■**  curator.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  sub- 
scribed those  presents,  in  presence  of  the 
lords  of  council,  at  Edinburgh,  July  2d,  1CG8. 
**  M.  Bruce. 
**  Rothes,  Chanc.  L  P.  D." 

When  he  is  about  to  remove  oflT  the  king- 
dom, the  14th  of  July  a  letter  comes  from  | 
the  king  to  the  council,  signifying  he  was 
pleased  with  their  procedure  against  Mr 
Bruce,  and  ordered  him  to  be  sent  prisoner 
by  sea  to  London,  with  the  first  conveniency: 
and,  September  13th,  he  is  ordered  to  be 
put  into  a  ship  going  to  London.    Whether  | 
this  was  owing  to  an  application  from  the  ' 
bishops  in  Ireland,  who  had  a  particular . 


spite  against  him,  or  to  some  other  erase,  1 
know  not  But  when  he  came  up  to  Loo- 
don,  he  was  immediately  sent  to  the  Gate- 
house. After  he  had  remained  aome  time 
there,  he  was  sentenced  to  go  to  Tangier  in 
Africa.  I  have  no  distinct  account  whether 
he  underwent  any  trial  at  London,  or  how 
his  sentence  came  to  be  altered.  It  appears 
odd  enough  to  overturn  a  sentence  passed 
by  the  council  of  Scothmd,  or  to  jud^  a 
Scotsman,  for  crimes  committed  in  Scot- 
land, at  London,  after  the  affair  had  bee  d 
judged  at  home.  I  hear  this  good  and 
pious  man  with  great  difficulty  obtained  a 
connivance,  and  retired  to  Ireland. 

This  account  hath  run  out  already  so  hr, 
that  I  must  be  brief  on  the  sufferings  of 
some  other  of  the  outed  ministers  this  year. 
Mr  Alexander  Smith,  we  heard,  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  from  Zetland  last  year;  and 
being  come  to  Burntisland,  upon  the  9th  of 
July,  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  ar» 
ordered  by  the  council,  to  receive  him,  and 
commit  him  close  prisoner  in  the  tolbooth. 
What  his  examination  and  deportment  irai 
there,  I  know  not ;  but  July  SSrd,  I  see  him 
ordered  to  be  transported  to  Orkney,  and 
sheriff  Blair  in  Orkney  is  appointed  to 
receive  him;  and  Mr  Smith  required  to 
confine  himself  to  the  island  of  North  Kon- 
aldshay.  Mr  Andrew  Morton  minister  at 
Carmiinock  was  imprisoned  about  this  time; 
but  I  shall  bring  in  all  his  sufferings  aha- 
wards. 

The  bishop  of  Murray  having  sent  in  aa 
information  to  the  council,  against  Mr 
Thomas   Hogg    minister  at   Kiltaim,  Mr 

Thomas  Urquhart  minister  at ^  Mr 

John  M'Killigen  minister  at  Alve%  for 
preaching  at  their  own  houses,  and  keepiogf 
conventicles  in  Murray :  the  council  grant 
commission,  July  30th,  to  the  earl  of  Mu^ 
ray  and  lord  Duffus,  to  apprehend  and  in- 
carcerate them  in  Forres,  where  they  con- 
tinued some  time,  till  the  earl  of  Tweeddale 
procured  an  order  to  liberate  them,  upon 
giving  bail  to  appear  when  called.  Some 
of  their  sufferings  will  come  in  afterwards 
at  more  length. 

Mr  John  Wilkie,  sometime  minister  at 
Twynham  in  the  south,  had  come  into 
Edinbui^h  for  his  health,  and  was  scazte 
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able  to  remove  out  of  it,  through  a^e  and 
infimiity.  Toward  the  end  of  July  he  is 
impriaonedy  and  from  prison  first  brought 
before  a  committee  of  the  council,  and  next 
before  the  council,  July  29th.  What  pas- 
ted at  both  1  thought  deserved  a  room 
in  his  own  plain  and  homely  style,  from 
an  original,  signed  by  him,  in  my  hand, 
as  what  will  give  the  reader  a  native  view  of 
the  methods  used  with  these  good  men,  by 
the  managers,  and  their  ingenuous  carriage.* 
They  confine  him  to  the  town  of  Cupar 


in  Anirus,  to  which  he  was  not  able 

1  ftAA 

to  travel,  and  so  continued  in  prison 
some  time.  I  find  him,  September  13th, 
petitioning  the  council,  that  his  confinement 
may  be  altered  to  Mofiat,  and  ten  miles 
about  for  his  health's  sake.  They  grant 
his  desire,  and  confine  him  as  above,  under 
the  penalty  of  five  hundred  merks:  and, 
November  12th,  when  the  use  of  the  waters 
at  Moffiit  are  over,  his  confinement  is  altered 
from  that  to  Musselburgh. 

Upon  information  given  to  the  council 


•  Mr  John  UHkie's  examination  before  the 
couruilj  July  S8/A,  1668. 
I  was  interro^ted  by  my  lord  adrocate, 
What  is  your  name,  air?  I  answered.  My  lord, 
my  name  it  Mr  John  Wilkie.  Q.  Where 
were  you  minister?  A.  In  the  parish  of  Twy- 
oaiDt  in  the  presbytery  of  Kirlccudbright. 
Q.  What  is  your  wife's  name?  A.  Anna  Rae, 
daaffhter  to  Mr  Adam  Hae,  minister  at  Halv- 
wood.  Q.  What  countrywoman  is  she?  A. 
A  Nithsdale  woman.  Q.  How  long  since  yoa 
rame  to  Edinburgh  ?  A.  Two  years  bygone  in 
April.  Q.  Whatbroaght  you  here?  A.  To 
consult  the  doctors  auent  my  health,  with 
whom  I  have  deen  droggiiig  and  dressing  ever 
rinee  I  came  here.  Q.  But  how  coald  yoa 
eooae  to  Edinburgh,  express  contrary  to  the 
law,  without  liberty  obtained  ?  to  which  I  an> 
swmd  nothing,  but  waved  the  question,  and 
east  In  another  discourse.  My  lord  advocate 
asked  me,  if  I  knew  who  shot  the  bishop  ?  I 
answered  I  knew  not,  and  did  presently  oepone 
upon  oath,  that  I  neither  shot  him,  nor  knew 
who  shot  him.  He  asked  me,  if  I  knew  any  of 
these  west  country  rebels,  especiaUy  major 
Learmont,  Barscob,  Mardrogate,  young  Mur- 
riefr,  Barmagachan,  Mr  John  Welsh,  Comley. 
I  answered,  1  know  them  all,  for  they  were  my 
old  acquaintances.  Then  he  asked,  if  I  had 
aeen  them  since  the  fight?  I  answered,  I  had 
aeen  them  all ;  for  being  my  acquaintances,  they 
came  to  visit  me  on  my  supposed  deathbed. 
He  asked,  if  I  knew  where  Learmont  did  now 
aparter?  A.  I  knew  not  at  all.  Q.  Where 
Barmagachan  is  now  ?  A.  I  suppose  he  be  not 
Sn  Scotland.  Q.  Do  you  know  the  proper 
name  of  one  that  goes  under  the  name  of  James 
Small  ?  A.I  am  not  much  acquaint  with  the 
man;  but  seeing  your  lordship  urgeth  me,  I 
think  the  business  is  not  tatUi  as  to  conceal  it, 
for  ought  I  know  his  name  is  Mr  James 
Mitchdl.  Q.  Is  he  a  jninister?  A.  I  allege 
not.  *  Q-  What  age  is  he  of?  A.  I  never  in. 
anired.  Q^  What  colour  of  hair  hath  he? 
A.  It  is  hard  to  know,  seeing  ve  all  wear 
perlwin.  Q^  What  colour  is  his  periwig? 
A.  1  think  it  may  be  the  colour  of  that  (point- 
ing at  Hugh  Stevenson's,  sub-clerk).  Q.  Do 
yoa  keep  conventicles?  A.  I  am  not  able,  by 
reason  of  sore  and  long  continued  sickness ;  but 
I  vmtf  when  I  have  nealtb,  to  exercise  in  my 
own  family  both  Sabbath  and  week-day.  ^ 
What  time  take  you  on  the  Sabbath?  A.  Be- 
twisrt  sermons,  beginning  at  half  twelve,  and 
cootinninf  so  ioag  mm  I  mm  Mble.     Q.  Admit! 


3rou  any  to  your  family-exercise?  A.  I  invite 
none,  I  debar  none.  Q.  It  seems  you  are  clear 
to  admit  any  that  come  ?  A.  Yes,  my  lord,  you 
should  be  welcome,  and  the  archbishop  of  St. 
Andrews  should  not  be  debarred.  Q.  Good- 
sooth,  Mr  Wilkie,  you  would  go  four  miles 
about,  in  that  case,  to  visit  a  friend.  A.  No, 
my  lord,  I  would  find  him  within  less  than 
half  a  mile.  Your  lordship  remembers  of  n 
story  betwixt  my  lord  Scone,  and  an  honest  old 
minister,  who  aHn^ed  that  in  every  text  he  found 
my  lord  Scone.  Upon  this  1  fell  a  little  faint 
and  weary  vrith  standing,  and  they  caused  set 
in  a  seat  to  me,  where  I  sat  and  discoursed  with 
them  aa  follows :  Q.  What  I  heard  concerning 
him  that  shot  the  bishop  ?  A.  My  lord,  for  me 
to  bring  what  clatters  i  hear  before  this  honour- 
able court,  were  not  fair,  neither  can  they  bear 
any  weight  in  judgment  Q.  But,  Mr  Wilkie, 
tell  us  what  you  hear?  A.  My  lord,  seeing 
you  urge  me,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  hear. 
1.  Some  think  it  to  be  a  Jesuitical  prank.  2. 
Some  think  it  to  be  out  of  private  revenge,  a 
gentleman  in  Orkney  being  wronged  by  his 
bishop.  S.  Some  say  that  it  is  some  of  the  west 
country  men.  4.  Some  allege  that  it  is  done  by 
some  of  their  own  emissaries.  The  advocate 
being  astonished,  began  to  fain  himself;  Could 
any  of  themselves  attempt  the  like  against  them- 
selves ?  A.  These  who  are  of  that  judgment 
think  that  it  is  done  to  obstruct  a  greater  good 
intended.  The  provost  of  Ediol  Tgh,  (I  knew 
him  not  then)  till  I  asked  him  if  he  was  provost 
of  EdinbuKh,  which  he  answered  he  was  for 
want  of  a  better,  desired  my  lord  advocate  to 
urge  me  in  that.  What  I  meant  by  the  obstruct- 
ing of  a  better  work  ?  A.  Your  lordship,  who 
sits  upon  these  cabinet  councils,  knows  better 
than  I  do.  Q.  But,  Mr  John,  I  pray  you 
be  free,  and  tell  what  It  is?  A.  My  lord,  trac 
you  will  have  me  to  tell  you  it,  there  were,  and 
yet  are  great  rumours  that  we  who  are  old 
ministers  should  all  have  our  mouths  opened, 
and  liberty  to  preach  where  we  get  a  calf.  To 
which  there  was  not  one  word  replied.  My 
lord  advocate  urged  me  again  that  I  should  admit 
none  to  my  family-exercise,  but  the  members  of 
the  family.  To  which  I  answered  as  formerly, 
That  I  invited  none,  and  I  would  debar  none, 
using  an  argument  ad  hominem :  my  lord,  would 
you  think  it  fnir,  if  your  lordship,  being  of 
my  acquaintance,  came  to  make  a  visit  at  the 
nick  of  time  of  family- worship,  \t  ii\n  nen^nX 
should  keep  you  at  th«  door,  la^Xti^,  m.1  \ot^> 
you  must  not  come  here,  -wt  wte.  nl  xVi*  -wwrik^^Xv 
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^^  agiiiut  Mr  Donald  Cai^U,  I  find, 

*  NoTember  SSd,  the  following^  act 

against  him:— ''Whereas  Mr  Donald  Car- 

gil  was  confined  benorth  Tay,  October  let, 


of  God ;  rarely,  my  lord,  yoa  would  not  take 
it  well :  and  more,  my  lord,  I  am  still  bound  to 
prcacb  wben  called,  and  able  for  that  work, 
under  the  bazard  of  tbat,  Wo  is  unto  me,  if  I 
preach  not  the  gospel,  llien  my  lord  advocate 
urged  me,  In  what  families  I  UMd  to  exercise? 
1  answered.  My  long  and  sore  sickness  made 
me  incapable  of  going  abroad ;  and,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge,  since  October  last,  I  supped 
not  save  twice  out  of  mine  own  house,  B^ere 
indeed  I  made  the  facbion  of  fiunily- exercise. 
Q.  Whatwere  these  two  bouses?  A.  XkJylord, 
it  were  both  impertinent  and  imprudent  in  me 
to  tell  this  honourable  court,  who  invites  me  to 
dine  or  sup  with  them ;  and  so  your  lordship 
must  pardon  me,  for  I  cannot  in  discretion  tell : 
but  if  your  lordshin  should  urge  me  to  tell,  you 
will  not  gain  any  thing ;  for  I  know  no  law  as 
vet  discharging  the  service  of  the  living  God. 
llie  advocate  answered.  You  need  not  tell  us 
that,  for  we  know  it  is  true.  The  business 
coming  to  this  dose,  the  advocate  desired  me  to 
have  my  suretv  ready  against  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow, to  find  bonds  to  present  mysdf  before 
the  council,  when  called,  because  I  was  a  sick 
man,  and  not  fit  for  the  prison  ;  and  so  I  took 
my  leave.      My  lord    advocate  requested  the 

f  rood-man  of  the  tolbootb  to  grant  me  a  chamber 
n  his  house;  but  he  said  his  house  was  all 
taken  up,  so  I  was  carried  back  to  prison. 
July  29th,  I  was  arraigned  before  the  secret 
council,  and  made  to  stand  without  the  bar  at  a 
great  distance,  where  (by  reason  of  my  shortness 
of  sight)  I  could  not  well  discern  any  of  their 
faces  so  as  to  know  them.  At  the  first  my  lord 
chancellor  charged  me  with  laughing.  1  an- 
swered, My  lord,  I  marvel  your  honour  should 
charge  me  with  laughing ;  for  I  am  even  now 
as  sick  as  I  am  able  to  stand  on  my  feet.  After 
this,  he  makes  an  historical  narration  of  what 
had  passed  betwixt  the  committee  and  me; 
that  I  had  confessed  my  coming  to  Edinburgh 
contrary  to  the  law;  that  I  had  conversed 
with  these  west  country  rebels ;  that  I  exer- 
cised in  my  family,  and  admitted  all  that 
came.  I  granted  all  that  to  be  true,  and  that 
I  had  satisfied  the  committee,  in  reason,  as  to 
every  particular.  Otanc,  But,  Mr  Wilkie,  you 
stick  at  one  particular,  you  will  not  declare 
what  these  two  families  were  wherein  you 
supped?  A.  My  lord,  I  think  it  not  prudent 
to  tell.  Chanc,  What,  Sir,  are  you  beginning 
to  teach  the  council  prudence?  A.  No,  my 
lord,  I  am  only  studying  how  to  carry  prudently 
before  the  counciL  Chanc,  But,  Sir,  you  must 
tell  what  these  two  families  are?  A.  I  cannot 
for  shame  tell ;  would  your  lordship,  being  oif 
my  acouaintance,  think  it  fair  play,  if  your 
honour  had  invited  me  to  dine  with  you  yester- 
day, that  I  should  come  in  and  tell  bis  majesty's 
secret  council  the  mom.  Chanc.  Nay,  Mr 
Wilkie,  you  mistake  the  business,  it  is  not 
where  you  have  dined  or  supped,  but  what  you 
did  there  as  to  the  point  of  exercise  ?  A.  My 
lord,  I  entreat  forbearance  in  that  point  fmr  vour 
Jordship  will  find  nothing  in  it.  Chanc.  Nsy,  , 
^ut  you  must  declare  it,  and  that  upon  oath,  i 


1662,  and  that  ander  the  pain  of  sedition ; 
and  yet  he  hath  repaired  to  the  city  of 
Edinbui^h,  and  other  places  at  his  pleasuiY, 
in  high  and  proud  contempt  of  authority 

A.  Lest  your  lordship  think  that  there  is  some 
mystery  in  the  matter,  I  will  declare,  and  you 
shall  gain  nothing.     Chanc,    Clerk,  go  to  the 
bar,  and  administer  the  oath.     The  oath  being 
administered,  the  chamxllor  began  to  exhort  me 
to  remember  I  was  upon  my  oath.     1  told  his 
lordship  I  did  remember  very  well,  and  I  should 
swear  nothing  but  the  truth.     Ckanc,  What 
were  these  two  houses  ?     A.  One  of  them  is  a 
friend  called  John  Gibson,  with  whom  I  supped 
not  long  since.     Chanc.  What  did  you  there? 
A.  I  took  my  supper,  blessed  the   table,  gave 
thanks,  sang,  read,  noted,  and  grayed.     Cf^ne, 
Who  was  there  present  ?    A.  Not  one  soul  save 
the  members  of  the  family.     Chanc,   What  was 
the  other  family  ?    A.  My  lord,  you  will  gain  as 
little  of  it,  and  therefore  forbear.     Chanc.   Bat 
you  must  tdil,  you  are  now  upon  oath.     A.  It 
was,  my  lord,  habbath  last,  in  one  Mn  Geone's 
house,  who  hath  some  relations  of  mine  breedia| 
at  school.     Chanc.  What  did  you  there  ?     A.  I 
took  my  supper  aa  I  could,  gave  thanks,  saog, 
read,  and  essayed  to  note,  but  fell  sick,  and  so 
was  forced  to  cut  short.       Chanc.   Who  was 
there?     A.    If  there  was  any  there  but  the 
fiunily,  is  more  than  I  know ;  for  I  was  never 
there  before,  and  was  never  there  since.     Cbanc 
But  what  number  would  have  been  there  ?    A. 
I  think  there  would  have  been  about  eight  er 
nine  persons.     Upon  this  1  grew  weary  with 
standing,  and  tola  my  lord  chancellor  that  I 
was  very  sick,  and  requested  the   honouraUs 
council  that  1  miaht  be  ouickly  despatrhcd; 
which  WAS  yielded  to  at  the  first,  and  I  was 
removed  to  an  outer  room.     Having  passed  an 
interlocutor  upon  me,  1  am  called  in ;  and,  after 
recapitulation  of  all  my  aUeged  crimes,  together 
with  a  harangue  of  the  councirs  clemency  and 
gentleness  towards  me,  notwithstanding  of  nv 
great  offence,  I  am  sentenced  to  confine  myseu 
to  Cupar  of  Anj^as,  within  ten  days  after  ny 
libention  out  of  prison.     The  sentence  is  read, 
and  I   presently  commanded  to  sulMcribe.      1 
answered.  My  lord,  no  man  is  bound  to  subscribe 
to  impossibilities ;   for  where  Cupar  of  Angus 
is  I  know  not ;   but  well  I  know  that  this  bst 
summer  I   rode  to  Moffat- well,   with  no  less 
than  the  hazard  of  my  life ;  and  for  the  ]HreteBt 
I  am  neither  able  to  sit  on  horse,  or  walk  on 
foot.     Chanc,  Sir,  I  perceive  you  love  to  lire  la 
Edinburgh.     A.  My  lord,  your  honour  is  quits 
mistaken,  it   is  all  one  to  me  where  I  live, 
whether  in  prison  or  at  liberty ;  for  at  liberty  I 
am  sick,  and    in    prison  I  will    be  but  sick. 
Cftanc.    Mr  Wilkie,  y6ur  business    stands  at 
this,  you  will  not  engage  to  forbear  prcnsching. 
A.  My  lord,  offer  nothing  to  me  that  may  lay 
the  least  tash  upon  my  ministry ;  for  do  with 
me  what  you  please,  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord 
I  will  never  yield  :    I  satisfied  the  committee 
yesterday  in  that ;  but,  my  lord,  I  have  some- 
what that  supports  me,  that  every  one  know* 
not.     "Herein  do  I  exercise  myself,  always  to 
have  a  conscience  void  of  offence  both  toward 
God,  and  also  towards  man.**     So  taking  my 
leave  of  the  council,  refusing  to  subscribe  ny 
acntcnce    L   am   committed    again    to  prisao^ 
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iftfadiu  the  aaid  Donald  Cazgill,  by  open 
iroclamalion  at  the  croM  o(  Edinbui^h  and 
Forfiur,  to  be  cited  to  appear  before  the 
xnmcilthe  1 1th  of  January  next,  otherwise 
le  ahall  be  denounced  simpiiciier**  I  have 
rannn  to  think  this  was  an  information 
imnely  from  malice.  He  is  not  charged 
RTith  preaching,  but  only  with  coming  to 
Edinboi^gliy  and  other  places,  after  a  con- 
iocnient  more  than  six  years  ago,  and  many 
Mli  of  grace  and  indemnity.  When  he 
ippears,  next  January,  before  the  council, 
ind  18  heard  in  his  own  yindication,  he  is 
iHnrniimrd,  and  only  appointed  to  bide  in 
bk  confinement 

Notwithstanding  of  these  hardships  upon 
prabyterian  ministers  in  Scotland,  the  king 
diis  year  allowed  some  breathing  to  the 
■ODConformists  in  England.  I  am  told  he 
did  Mr  Bates,  Mr  Baxter,  and  some  other 
prabyterian  ministers  there,  the  honour  of 
iDowing  them  to  wait  upon  him;  and  sig- 
nfied  to  them,  that  he  knew  of  their  meet- 
ii^  which  were  not  according  to  law,  and 
diaigntrd  to  allow  them  more  liberty,proyided 
tbcj  oarried  peaceably.  It  is  said,  he  was 
plnaird  to  add,  **  That  he  had  been  too 
iaog  a  king  of  a  party,  and  now  he  resolved 
to  be  kii^  of  iJl  Us  subjects."  Several 
Meeting-houses  were  about  this  time  built 
■ft  London.  Yea,  in  June  or  July  this  year, 
tiie  earl  of  Tweeddale  called  for  some  of 
tiie  presbyterian  ministers,  who  were  under 
tkcir  hidings,  and  made  proposals  to  them 
anent  some  favour  and  indulgence  he  hoped 
might  be  procured  for  them  in  Scotland. 


where  I  am  continued  for  the  space  of  forty 
days.  All  the  premiees  I  aiaert  to  be  of  truth, 
tmd  that  nothing  (to  the  best  of  my  memorv) 
betwixt  the  committee  and  me,  or  the 
lUe  council  and  me,  but  what  is  here 
as  witoess  my  hand,  at  Moi&t,  the 
of  my  confinement,  October  28th,  1668. 

John  Wxlkie. 

Only  tbia  passed  betwixt  the  council  and  me. 
Mykird  chaDoellor,  when  he  was  speaking  to 
nseas  to  the  point  of  preaching,  alleged  that  I 
was  (lor  what  he  saw)  dear  to  preach  in  a 
kirk.  I  answered,  Why  not,  my  lord,  I  am 
■liU  a  minister,  and  who  has  exauctorated  me? 
done.  Then  I  see  you  are  clnr  to  preach  upon 
a  call.  A.  Tea,  my  lord,  if  the  call  bare  a 
ctoaaly  rise.  Chanc  Marie  that,  a  cleanly  rise ! 
Vvt  what  call  you  a  cleanly  call  for  a  minister  ? 
A.  M V  krd,  you  know  it  well  enough,  why  do 
yaaaakme?  Q^  1  pray  vou  tell  us?  A.  My 
mi4,  I  makt  the  Muppouthn,  If  your  honour 


The  news  were  very  welcome,  and 
some  conversation  and  proposals 
passed  betwixt  them  on  this  subject  But 
an  unhappy  incident  stopped  all  for  some 
time,  the  attempt  made  by  Mr  James 
Mitchell  upon  two  of  the  bishops,  July  1 1th 
this  year;  which,  as  it  was  hu  personal  deed, 
without  concert  or  approbation  firom  presby- 
terians,  it  opened  the  door  to  a  severe  treat- 
ment of  some  very  worthy  persons  not  aft 
all  concerned  in  it.  I  shall  give  a  deduction 
of  it  from  what  I  find  in  the  council  records, 
and  other  papers  of  this  time,  and  some 
other  notices  anent  it  wiU  offer  themselves 
when  he  is  taken,  and  his  process  comes  to 
be  accounted  for  ten  years  after  this. 

Mr  James  Mitchell  was  a  preacher  of 
the  gospel,  and  a  youth  of  mudi  zeal  and 
piety;  but  perhaps  had  not  these  oppor- 
tunities for  learning  and  conversation, 
which  would  have  been  useful  to  hinu  I 
find  Mr  Trail,  minister  at  Edinburgh,  in 
the  year  1661,  reoonamending  him  to  some 
ministers  in  Galloway,  as  a  good  youth, 
that  had  not  much  to  subsist  upon,  and  as 
fit  for  a  school,  or  teaching  gentlemen's 
children.  He  was  at  Pentland,  aiid  is 
excepted  frtmi  the  indenmity,  and  in  all  the 
three  lists  we  have  seen  above.  From  what 
motives  I  say  not,  he  takes  on  a  resolution 
to  kill  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews :  and, 
upon  the  11th  of  July,  he  waits  the  bishop 
coming  down  in  the  afternoon  to  his  coach, 
at  the  head  of  the  Blackfriar  Wynd  in 
Edinbui^h ;  and  with  him  was  Mr  Honey- 
man  bishop  of  Orkney.    When  the  arch- 


invited  me  to  preach  In  one  of  your  kirks,  I 
being  able  and  qualified  for  the  work,  how  durst 
I  in  conscience  refuse,  under  the  pain  of  that 
wo,  *<  Wo  is  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the  Gos- 
pel !**  What  then  should  hinder  me  to  preach  in 
a  kirk?  Nay,  more,  my  lord,  I  was  this  summer 
at  Moffat-well,  and  toe  chield  that  is  there  is 
,  run  away  from  them  for  debt  (aa  1  hear),  and 
^  the  place  in  a  manner  vacant,  ir  these  in  power 
in  that  place,  had  had  courage  to  have  given  me 
a  call,  I  would  have  taken  my  venture  to  have 
preached.  To  which  there  was  not  one  word 
replied.  I  testify  this  also  to  be  of  truth ;  aa 
witness  my  hand,  day,  year,  and  place  foresaid, 

John  Wilkis. 
When  I  took  my  leave  of  the  committee,  I 
entered  this  protestation,  that  no  man  abould 
follow  my  footsteps ;  for  I  had  laid  a  bad  pre- 
parative in  answering  to  questions,  whereas  I 
abould  have  had  an  \nd\Qtin«nl«  ma4  V\i&a  owa- 
petent  to  have  answered  tiha  «inft« 
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biihop  hftd  entered  the  ooadi,  and 
tnken  his  test,  Mr  Mitchell  stepe 
fltndght  to  the  north  side  of  the  ooach,  and 
diaohai^ges  a  loaden  piatol  in  at  the  door  of 
the  coadL  The  moment  the  pistol  is  dis- 
ohai^ped,  Honejrman  sets  his  foot  in  the 
boot  of  the  coach,  and  when  reaching  np 
his  hand  to  step  in,  reoeiyed  the  shot, 
designed  for  Mr  Sharp,  in  the  wrist,  and 
so  the  primate  escaped  at  thu  time.*  Upon 
this  Mr  Mitchell  crossed  the  street  with 
much  composure,  till  he  comes  to  I^ddrjr's 
Wynd  head,  where  a  man  offers  to  stop 
him,  and  he  presented  a  pistol  to  him,  upon 
which  the  other  let  him  go.  He  stepped 
down  the  wynd,  and  going  up  Steven  Law's 
Close,  went  into  a  house,  and  changed  his 
dothes,  and  came  straight  confidently  to 
the  street,  as  being  the  place  where  indeed 
he  would  be  least  suspected.  The  cry 
arose,  a  man  was  killed;  and  some  rogues 
answered,  it  was  but  a  bishop,  and  all  was 
calmed  very  soon.  The  two  bishops  made 
all  the  haste  they  could  to  the  house  where 
they  had  been. 

Upon  Monday,  July,  13th,  the  council 
met  upon  this  affiur,  and  issue  out  a  pro- 
clamation which  is  printed,  **  Anent  the 
viUanous  attempt  upon  the  bishops  of 
St  Andrews  and  Orkney,  upon  the  11th 
instant"  Five  thousand  marks  are  offered 
to  the  discoverer,  and  pardon  to  accessories. 
They  write  likewise  a  letter  to  the  king, 
acquainting  him  with  this  matter,  and  their 
account  is  as  follows: — **  Saturday  last  in 


•  Honeyman,  like  Sharp,  had  been  originally 
a  rery  rlolent  preabyterian,  bat  like  him,  had,  for 
the  nke  of  prefermeDt,  violated  hit  conacienoa, 
and  was  a  cruel  peraecator  of  all  who  refuaed  to 
follow  his  example.  The  above  accident,  how- 
ever, waa  fatal  to  him ;  the  wound  could  never 
be  healed,  and  in  a  few  years  after  waa  the  cauae 
of  his  death.  Sharp,  though  be  thus  eacap^  at 
the  time,  waa  (reatly  alarmed,  and  probably 
lived  ever  after  this  In  daily  and  nightly  terror. 
Bisbop  Burnet,  who,  though  he  hated  the  man, 
had  some  respect  for  the  archbishop,  and  called 
on  him  for  the  purpoaeof  oongratulating  him  on 
his  escape,  informs  us,  that  "  he  was  much 
touched  with  it,  and  put  on  a  show  of  devotion 
upon  It.  He  said,  with  a  very  serious  look,  *  My 
times  are  wholly  in  thyhand,  O  thou  God  of  my 
life  !*  «  Thls,'^  he  adds,  «  was  the  single  ex- 
pression  savouring  of  piety  that  ever  fell  from 
him  in  all  the  conversations  that  passed  between  ' 
him  and  me^**— Burnet*s  History  of  his  Own  ! 
Times,  vol  i.  p.  408.— £(/.  ' 


the  evening,  as  the  aidihialiop  oi  St  An. 
drews  and  the  bishop  of  Orkney  were  going 
abroad,  the  ardibishop  being  in  his  ooaeh, 
and  the  other  stepping  up»  a  wicked  fsttow 
standing  behind  the  ooiidi,  did  shoot  the 
bishop  of  Orkney  beneath  his  rig^  Jiand, 
broke  his  left  arm,  a  little  abow  ^e  wnst^ 
with  five  balls,  and  immediately  cwisaing  ths 
street,  went  down  a  lane,  and  escaped;  there 
being  no  person  near  at  the  thne,  but  tlioss 
who  were  so  taken  up  about  the  bishop  of 
Orkney,  that  they  could  not  observe  tiie 
person,  or  whither  he  went  That  night  all 
possible  search  was  made  in  and  about  the 
town,  and  this  day  a  proclamation  is  iSMisd 
out,  sent  herewith.**  Further,  that  mmt 
day  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  are  ordsnd 
to  search  the  town  and  suburbs  lor  al 
persons  in  the  late  rebellion,  or  who  oamiet 
give  an  account  of  themselves;  and  to  shot 
all  the  ports  of  the  town,  except  the  Nethei^ 
bow,  where  one  of  the  bailies  is  to  stsni, 
and  let  out  none  but  whom  he  knows ;  ani 
an  hundred  soldiers  are  ordered  to  asnst  tiie 
magistrates.  A  very  narrow  seardi  was 
made  for  the  aggressor  upon  the  bishops 
and  it  was  a  lii'onder  great  numbers  were 
not  seized. 

The  town  being  the  place  of  greatest  resort^ 
and  where  people  could  lurk  best,  was  at 
present  full  of  Whigs  and  such  who  had 
been  concerned  in  Pentland,  and  many  of 
them  escaped  very  narrowly.  One  instance 
I  cannot  but  give  of  Maxwell  of  MonrisC 
excepted,  as  we  have  seen,  out  of  the  indem- 
nity, and  a  gentleman  of  one  of  the  besi 
estates  of  that  party  not  already  forfeited. 
He  had  no  place  in  town  he  could  flee  to, 
but  came  in  to  Mofibt  his  stablei's  honB^ 
and  begged  his  landlord  to  hide  him.  Mofit 
told  him  very  coldly,  he  had  no  place  to  pit 
him  in,  and  very  indifferently  pointed  to  a 
lai^  empty  meal  tub,  standing  in  a  publte 
drinking  room,  adding  ifhe  pleased,  he  ahouU 
cover  him  with  it  No  other  present  shift 
offering,  it  was  done;  and,  in  a  few  minutei^ 
the  constable  and  his  men  came  in  to  seardi 
the  house,  and  were  soon  satisfied,  expect- 
ing no  prey  there.  They  sat  down  in  that 
very  room  with  the  meal  barrel  at  the  end  of 
their  table,  and  called  for  some  ale.  l¥hile 
sitting  they  fell  a  talking  of  the  unsuooesi' 
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liwflB  of  their  Minh.    One  of  tihem  ny«, 
ma  sore  thoe  ire  many  Whigs  in  town : 
odMT  of  thiem  rapped  Tiolently  on  the 
ad  of  the  tab  under  which  Monrief  was, 
vttring.  It  may  be  there  is  one  under  that; 
d  ao  it  passed  as  a  jest,  and  they  were 
lODtted  to  do  no  more.    Quiokly  they 
I  the  room,  andfiiU  to  their  work  in  other 
owsy  and  the  gentleman  came  out,  having 
lied  of  the  bitterness  of  death  ahnost 
Mir  Ifitchell  passes  at  this  time  nndis- 
vered,  till  some  years  after,  when  we  shall 
Mi  whh  him  again.     His  attempt  was 
iDWii  to  nobody  bat   himself.     Peqple 
old  not  but  observe  the  righteousness  of 
novidenee  in  disabling  bishop  Honeyman*s 
■d,  which  was  noways  designed  by  Bilr 
itdielL    It  was  well  remembered  that 
T  Andrew  Honeyman,  in  the  years  1660 
id  1661,  set  up  most  lealously  for  presby- 
nm  government;  and  being  a  man  of  good 
irt%  waa  employed  by  the  presbytery  of 
t  Andrews,  to  draw  up  a  testimony  for 
HibjtfinBn  government,  when  it  was  about 
I  be  overturned.    The  draught  was  ex- 
liked  by  Mr  Robert  Douglas,  Mr 
Hutchison,  and  others,  to  whom  it 
la  oommunicated.    He  professed  to  be 
Balom  against  prelacy,  to  a  very  great 
i^|ht;  and,  in  his  sermons,  preached  with 
deal  of  warmth  against  the  intro- 
of  bishops.    I  am  told  in  the  abun- 
of  his  leal,  one  day,  he  had  this 
to  his  hearers,  "  That  if  ever  he 
pake  or  acted  contrary  to  what  he  now 
■Igiit  them,  he  should  be  content  to  be 
Hkoned  a  man  of  a  prostitute  conscience.*' 
li  met  with  his  bodings,  and  indeed  was 
saoanted  of  according  to  his  own  rule. 
Ir  Shaqi  debauched  him  with  the  tempta- 
an  of  a  bishopric;  and  he  was  the  first, 
■d  ahnost  the  only  man  of  them,  who 
his  pen  in  the  vindication  of  the 
,  constitution  in  the  church;  and  peo- 
la  oonld  not  but  remaik,  that  that  person, 
rko  wrote  against  the  truth  he  once  so 
^dicniently  espoused,  had  a  mark  set  upon 
■■  JTMtcad  of  his  debaucher,  and  without 
qr  design  in  the  actor.      It  was  loudly 
siked,  tibiat  some  years  after  this,  he  met 
rith  yet  harsher  treatment,  from  a  mwe 
liindfiil  q;aarter,  when  he  died  at  his  house 


in  Orkney.  Bat  this  onha^^y  af&ir  ^^^ 
brought  several  porsoos  to  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  was  most  unjustly 
charged  upon  the  body  of  preabyterians. 
It  gave  a  loose  to  the  cruelty  of  the  bishops^ 
and  the  advocate.  It  must  be  ovmed,  they 
had  a  very  considerable  provocation  given 
to  their  passions;  and  at  this  rate  nobody 
can  be  safe:  but  then  the  measures  they 
took  were  hard,  and  mixed  with  a  disingen- 
uous cunning,  unworthy  of  judges. 

A  few  days  after  this  attempt  upon  the 
bishops,  an  occasion  of  much  trouble  to 
three  good  people  fidls  out;  which  was  tMs. 
A  scuffle  fidls  in  between  a  servant-woman 
of  no  good  fiune,  and  her  mistress,  wife  to 
Robert  Gray,  merchant  in  Edinbuigh.  The 
servant,  to  be  completely  revenged  upon  her 
mistress,  quits  her  service,  and  goes  straight 
to  bishop  Sharp,  and  assures  him  she  can 
give  account  of  several  houses  where  the 
Whigs  used  to  haunt,  and  make  some  dis- 
coveries anent  the  person  who  made  the 
late  attempt  upon  hun.    The  bishop  made 
hw    very  welcome,    gave  her  money  in 
abundance,  and  provided  for  her  security. 
It  was  said  the  primate  gave  likewise  very 
liberally  to  the  advocate  Sir  John  Nisbet, 
that  he  might  be  hearty  in  the  pursuit;  and 
it  is  certain  Sir  John  showed  an  extraor^ 
dinary  eagerness  in  this  matter,  to  that 
pitch,  that  his  fnend  Sir  Archibald  Primrose 
roundly  told  him,  "  He  would  not  give  over 
till  he  brought  the  fury  of  the  enraged 
people  on  himself  instead  of  the  bishops.** 
Robert  Gray  is  brought  before  a  committee 
of  council,  on  this  information,  and  strictly 
examined.  Whether  any  Whigs  used  (to 
lodge)  in  his  house?    Mr  Gray  suspecting 
the  spring  <^  their  information,  and  knowing 
there  would  be  proofs  of  it,  acknowledged. 
That  upon  such  a  day,  his  cousin  major 
Learmont,  one  Welsh,  and  Mrs  Duncan  a 
minister's  widow,  had  dined  with  him.   So 
much  he  conjectured  his  servant  had  told 
them.    He  was  further  interrogated.  Whe- 
ther he  knew  of  the  assassin  of  the  bishops? 
This  he  peremptorily  denied.   The  advocate 
urged  him  to  swear  upon  his  declaration. 
Tbis  he  flatly  refused,  as  contrary  to  all 
reason  and  law,  that  a  person  should  swear 
in  such  a  case  as  thia.    VTVieii  lihft  V\^% 
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advocate  finds  him  positive,  he 
steps  forward  to  him;  and,  after 
Bome  pretended  frankness  and  familiarity 
in  farther  dealing  with  him,  he  takes  his 
ring  from  off  his  hand,  telling  him  he  had 
use  for  it ;  and,  within  a  little,  sends  it  with 
a  messenger  of  his  own  to  Mrs  Gray, 
ordering  the  bearer  to  acquaint  her,  that 
hw  husband  had  discovered  all  he  knew 
as  to  the  Whigs,  and  the  ring  was  sent 
her  as  a  token  that  she  might  do  the 
same;  and  so  she  is  brought  before  the 
committee.  Upon  this  the  poor  woman 
discovers  more  than  her  husband  had  done, 
and  acquaints  them  with  some  houses  where 
the  suffering  people  used  to  haunt;  parti- 
cularly MrsKello,  a  rich  widow,  where  Mr 
John  Welsh  sometimes  lodged  and  preach- 
ed; the  foresaid  Mrs  Duncan,  and  John 
Crawford  messenger,  who  had  notice  given 
him,  and  got  off.  But  his  wife,  and  the 
other  two  were  presently  seized,  and  put 
in  prison.  When  Mr  Gray  got  notice  how 
his  wife  had  been  abused  with  his  ring,  and 
what  followed  thereupon,  he  took  it  most 
heavily,  sickened,  and  in  a  few  6sljs  died, 
leaving  his  death  upon  this  way  of  treating 
him. 

July  22d,  I  find  Anna  Kerr,  relict  of  Mr 
James  Duncan,  before  the  counciL  She  is 
interrogated  upon  her  knowledge,  Who 
were  the  actors  in  the  late  attempt  upon 
the  two  bishops,  and  her  harbouring  and 
converse  with  rebels?  Mrs  Duncan 
refused  to  answer  upon  oath,  declared  she 
knew  not  the  assassins,  and  would  not 
accuse  herself.  The  council  give  her  assur- 
ances, that  whatever  she  declared  there- 
anent,  shall  never  be  used  against  her,  either 
in  judgment,  or  outwith  the  same;  and  they 
promise  to  indemnify  her  for  any  accession 
she  had  to  the  said  attempt,  or  harbour- 
ing any  of  the  rebels,  providing  she  declare 
ingenuously,  and  discover  upon  oath  what 
she  knows.  She  continued  fixed  that 
she  would  not  give  her  oath.  The  lords 
caused  bring  in  the  boots  before  her,  and 
gave  her  to  five  of  the  dock  to  think  upon 
it,  assuring  her,  if  she  would  not  give  her 
oath  in  the  premises,  she  was  to  be  tortur- 
ed. In  the  afternoon,  Mrs  Duncan  con- 
tinued firm  to  her  purpose,  and  had  cer- 


tainly be«i  put  to  torture^  had  not  BoChss 
inteiposed,  and  told  the  oouacil,  *It 
was  not  proper  fior  gentitewomeii  to  wear 
boots.'* 

Upon  the  89th  of  July,  Maipuret  Dvy 
relict  of  Mr  James  Kello  mendiant  in 
Edinburgh  is  before  the  conncil,  and  refus- 
ing to  give  oath,  as  above,  is  fined  in  five 
thousand  merka,  and  banished  to  the  plan- 
tations. Mrs  Duncan  had  nothing,  and  so 
escaped  the  fine;  but,  the  same  day,  is  like- 
wise banished  to  the  pkntations:  and  to- 
morrow, Janet  Chalmers,  spouse  to  Jobs 
Crawford  messenger,  upon  her  refusal  m 
above,  is  likewise  banished  with  the  otha 
two.  They  lay  in  prison  a  long  time:  Ifai 
Duncan,  with  two  young  infimta^  continael 
there  five  or  six  months:  Mn  Kello^  haviif 
confessed  Mr  Welsh  had  preached  in  ha 
house,  was  fined  as  above,  and  continued  ii 
prison  a  long  time;  and  it  was  with  no  said 
difficulty  they  were  at  length  liberated,  after 
Mrs  Kello  had  paid  much  of  her  fine. 

Another  act  of  cruelty  following  iqisa 
this  attempt,  was  the  occasion  of  the  deatk 
of  that  good  man  Mr  James  GDon  miiw^i* 
at  Cavers,  whose  blood  is  justly  chaigeaUs 
on  the  authors  of  this  harsh  treatmnt 
Mr  Gilon  being  turned  out  of  hia  chnrdi  at 
the  entry  of  prelacy,  had  now  for  some  tioM 
lurked  at  Edinbiugh,  and  being  tender,  bs 
had  gone  out  to  Currie,  within  a  few  miki 
of  the  town  for  the  recovery  of  his  heeltk 
A  party  of  soldiers  went  out,  and,  npoo 
pretext  of  searching  for  the  aggressora  c^oa 
the  bishops,  seiaed  him,  and  made  him  nn 
almost  all  the  way  before  them,  for  fov 
miles,  to  the  West-port  of  Edinburgh,  in  ths 
middle  of  the  night  When  thus  driven, 
literally  like  a  sheep  to  the  slaughter,  hs 
was  made  to  stand  some  houn  Wore  the 
port  could  be  opened.  To-morrow  when 
he  was  brought  before  the  council,  he  was 
known,  and  dismissed  to  his  chamber:  bnt 
this  barbarous  usage  disordered  him  so  mudi, 
that  he  sickened,  and  being  indisposed  be- 
fore, died  within  forty-eight  hours. 

In  July  and  August,  the  council  are 
much  taken  up  about  the  militia,  who  are 
modelled  and  raised  through  the  whole 
kingdom.  This  was  alleged  to  be  necesssiy 
because  there  was  no  standing  army,  albeit 
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we  were  at  thk  time  in  peace  with  all  onr 
Be^faboon.  Agreeably  to  the  scheme  in  the 
acts  of  parliament,  two  and  twenty  thousand 
hone  and  foot  were  modelled  in  the  several 
thirca:  hut  so  jealous  were  the  managers  of 
the  west  country,  that  they  allowed  no 
foot  to  be  armed  in  the  ^ve  western  shires. 
Tins  unnecessary  raising  of  the  militia,  was 
a  Tery  heavy  tax  upon  many  of  the  smaller 
heritms.  Such  a  proportion  of  land  was 
burdened  with  the  putting  out  of  a  horse 
and  a  man  at  the  muster,  and  the  laird 
ar  lord,  who  did  no  more  but  send  his 
groom  and  his  horse  the  day  of  muster, 
— caped  finee.  Yea,  the  smaller  heritors 
wtare  taxed  to  maintain  the  laird's  horse,  as 
if  ke  bad  be«i  appropriated  to  the  service, 
and  he  paid  not  a  fiirthing. 

What  was  the  occasion  of  the  alarm,  I 
cannot  tell;  but,  upon  August  12th,  I  find 
wbat  follows  in  the  council  registers.  "  The 
€0>aiicil  understanding,  that  some  of  the 
late  rebels  are  drawing  together,  of  intention 
to  disturb  and  embroil  the  peace,  grant 
pofwer  to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  to  draw  the 
ivoea  together,  and  dissipate  them,  and 
fvdcr  all  where  he  comes  to  assist  him.*' 
WlieCher  this  was  made  a  project  to  fitvour 
tho  laising  of  money  for  the  militia,  or  to 
yaTO  the  way  for  more  standing  troops,  I 
cumot  aay ;  but  I  can  find  nothing  like  any 
adr  among  the  presbyterians  at  this  time. 
However,  lieutenant  Mungo  Murray  is 
ardored,  September  3d,  to  search  with 
Hzty  hone,  in  the  heads  of  Kyle  and 
Nkhadale,  and  i^prehend  any  of  the  rebels 
linig  in  arms.  Another  party,  under  Wil- 
Gam  Cockbum,  is  sent  to  search  in  the 
Glonkenns  in  Galloway. 

Perhaps  it  was  in  one  of  the  searches 
about  this  time,  that  Robert  Cannon  of 
Mandrogate  younger,  was  taken,  or  probably 
put  himself  in  the  road  of  being  taken;  for 
he  tamed  informer,  and  a  bitter  persecutor. 
Hie  reader  hath  him  in  all  the  exceptions 
firom  Pentland  indemnity;  and  the  first 
notice  I  find  taken  of  him,  is  in  a  letter  from 
Landardale  to  the  council,  dated  October 
8tfa,  wherein  he  orders  him  to  be  examined 
anent  the  rebellion  1666,  and  the  advocate 
aeoordingly  converses  with  him:  and,  in 
November,  the  council  order   Sir  James 
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Mandrogate  elder,  to  come  in  to 
Edinbuigh,  to  be  witnesses  against  him; 
and  signify  to  the  secretary,  they  expect 
important  discoveries  firom  histriaL  But 
afterwards  they  write,  they  have  got  nothing 
of  importance  from  him.  I  believe  he  was 
gained  to  the  bishops'  lure,  and  afterwards 
we  shall  find  him  acting  a  very  iU  part  in 
the  south. 

This  summerand  harvest,  I  remaik  all  the 
king's  letters  to  his  council,  upon  whatsoever 
occasion,  almost  conclude  with  recommen- 
dations of  the  lords  of  the  clergy,  to  their 
care,  and  the  orthodox  ministers  up  and 
down  the  kingdom,  and  carefully  to  inquire 
into  any  affironts  and  violences  offered  to 
them.  I  know  no  occasions  for  these,  but 
Mr  Mitchell's  attempt,  and  the  accounts 
which  come  in  before  the  council,  of  a  riot 
committed  upon  Mr  James  BroDin  minister 
at  Calder.  The  circumstances  and  nature 
of  it  I  have  no  accounts  of;  only,  July  30th, 
the  council  order  the  advocate  to  process 
some  persons  before  the  justices,  for  the 
attempt  on  the  minister  of  Calder.  There 
is  little  more  considerable  this  year,  unless 
it  be  the  continued  ill  treatment  of  those 
west  country  gentlemen  confined  in  the 
1665,  and  by  the  high  commission,  which  as 
&r  as  I  have  noticed,  I  shall  give  altogether, 
and  end  this  Chapter  with  it 

Upon  January  9th,  the  council  change 
Cuninghamhead's  imprisonment  firom  the 
Castle  of  Stiiiing  to  that  of  Edinbuigh 
because  of  his  business  with  lawyers  here. 
Upon  the  3d  of  March,  he  and  the  laird  of 
Rowallan,  who,  it  seems,  had  the  same 
favour,  are  ordered  to  re-enter  the  Castle  of 
Stirling.  Upon  the  4th  of  August,  Sir 
James  Stuart  is  ordered  to  be  made  close 
prisoner  in  Dundee;  and  Sir  John  Chicsly  is 
sent  with  a  guard  to  be  made  close  prisoner 
in  the  toolbooth  of  St  Johnston  (Perth). 
The  same  day  the  council  send  their  orders 
to  the  captain  of  the  castle  of  Stirling  to 
put  Cuninghamhead  and  Rowallan  in  dis- 
tinct rooms,  close  prisoners:  and  Sir  George 
Maxwell  is  ordered  in  eight  dajrs  to  enter 
himself  prisoner  in  the  tolbooth  <tf  Kirkaldy, 
under  the  pains  of  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling ;  and,  upon  the  5t]h  ^  k\i^^i»X«>DAa 
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^^^  priwm  11  agaiii  altered  to  the  Ctstle 
of  Stiiiing.  And  John  Porterfield 
of  Dnchal  younger,  whom  we  ihall  again 
meet  with,  gitet  in  a  petition,  July  2d,  to 
the  ooundl,  signifying,  ^  that  whereat  he 
hath  be«i  under  confinement,  hy  the  order 
of  the  commission  for  church  aSaira,  these 
several  years  past,  at  Elgin  of  Muiray,  and 
punctually  kept  his  confinement,  and  the 
lords  of  council  have  allowed  him  to  come 
to  Edinburgh  about  his  affidn;  he  humbly 
begs  that  his  constraint  maybe  taken  off, 
and  his  bonds  for  keeping  his  confinement, 
be  given  up  by  the  clerk.**  The  lords  grant 
his  petition,  upon  his  finding  caution,  under 
the  pain  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
to  appear  before  the  council,  within  four 
days  after  he  is  called. 

CHAP.  IV. 

OF  THE  STATE  AND  SUFFERINGS  OF  PRESBT- 
TERIAN8,  THE  INDULGENCE  GRANTED,  AND 
NEW  LAWS  MADE  AGAINST  THEM,  IN  THE 
YEAR  1669. 

1669  ^  ^^  9ame  years  bygone,  the  in- 
*  terests  of  prelacy  have  been  upon 
the  decline;  so  ever  since  Pentland,  the 
interests  of  presbytery  have  been  gaining 
ground  in  Scotland.  This  is  not  the  first, 
and  ndll  not  be  the  last  instance  of  the  truth 
of  the  primitive  Christian  observation  and 
experience,  ''that  the  blood  of  the  saints  is 
the  seed  of  the  church:'*  the  church's 
winters  of  persecution,  never  want  their 
succeedings  springs  and  harvest,  in  less  or 
more.  Accordingly,  this  year,  presb3rterians 
hada  sort  of  reviving,  and  began  to  gather  a 
little  strength.  The  military  discipline  for 
their  conversion,  was  now  at  an  end  for 
some  time;  Mr  Sharp's  cloud  at  court  con- 
tinued; the  constancy  and  cheerfulness  of 
the  persecuted  party  was  convincing;  con- 
venticles increased,  and  the  curates'  churches 
grew  thinner.  Yet  the  prelates  continue  to 
go  as  great  a  length  as  they  may  against 
presbyterians.  The  persecution  for  Pent- 
land  is  not  wholly  over;  the  confinement  of 
several  gentlemen  is  protracted,  and  conven- 
ticles are  strictly  punished :  but  the  fruit- 
lessness  of   these  persecutions  at  length 


brings  on  an  indulgenoe;  and  to  softcii  the 
bishops  m  Kttle,  new  lawaare  made  in  their 
fiivour  by  the  pariiammrt^  whiok  nts  in  the 
end  of  thb  year.  These  thiiiga  will  afford 
matter  for  the  foQowing 


SECT.  L 

Of  Me  eiramutaneeM  of  preabffterianM^  and 
procedure  affomet  eomMmtidee,  preeedmg 
Me  Mbdgence  this  year. 

When  the  bishops  want  the  anny  to  hunt 
down  the  presbyterians,  they  improve  the 
expressions  in  the  Idng^s  letters,  of  *  ea- 
couragingthe  lords  of  the  clergy  and  ortho- 
dox ministers;**  and  daily  importune  the 
council  to  harassandcall  before  them  sock 
presbyterian  ministers  as  preached  at  tim 
time,  and  to  inflict  the  pains  of  seditioii  ii 
the  terms  of  the  acts  of  parliament  and 
counciL  Some  were  attacked  in  the  norA 
last  year,  where  there  were  bat  m  few,  and 
the  more  easily  discovered  and  catdied; 
and  this  year  tiie  same  work  is  violenlly 
prosecuted  in  other  parts  of  the  IdngdoB, 
especially  in  the  west,  where  eonventidM 
were  sensibly  growing.  I  shall  then,  h 
this  section,  take  a  view  of  the  peraecntios 
of  presbyterians  for  conventicle-keepiiiff 
through  this  year.  March  2d,  I  find  an  act 
of  council  fining  the  town  of  Edinbuigh  for 
a  conventicle  held  there,  in  prosecution  of 
the  project  formeriy  spoken  o^  fidlen  upos 
to  prevent  conventicles  in  burghs.  It  is  bot 
short,  and  I  insert  it  here.  **  The  lords  ofhii 
majesty's  privy  council  being  informed,  thii 
on  Sunday  the  kst  of  February,  there  was  i 
conventicle  kept  within  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  the  house  of relict  of  the 

deceased Paton ;  and  Mr  David  Hnme, 

late  minister  of  Coldingham,  took  upon  hin 
to  preach:  and  whereas,  July  29th,  1668, 
the  magistrates  of  Edinbuig^h  gave  bond  to 
pay  fifty  pounds  Sterling  for  ilk  conventicle 
that  should  happen  "within  their  city,  to  the 
treasury,  having  relief  off  the  g^ty  persons ; 
the  council  decern  Sir  Andrew  Rjunsay,  and 
the  rest  of  the  magistrates  to  pay  the  ssid 
sum,  and  grant  them  power  to  make  open 
doors,  and  apprehend  persons  guilty,  fat 
I  their  own  relief."  This  is  ad  terrorem^  and  to 
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nght  other  towns  and  the  country.  The 
iwn  of  Edinbuigh  is  under  the  eye  of  the 
lanagers ;  and,  to  carry  on  the  same  work, 
be  soldiers  are  parcelled  out  to  other  places. 
lie  same  day  some  are  sent  to  quarter  at 
\]a8goWy  and  some  smaller  parties  to  New- 
lills,  Mauchlin,  and  Kilmarnock,  in  the  shire 
f  Ayr,  and  a  party  is  ordered  to  the  town 
f  Inyemess,  to  keep  the  presbyterians  there 
Dd  in  Murray,  in  awe. 

But  because  conventicles  sometimes  were 
iamissed  before  they  could  be  reached,  and 
be  parents  of  children  who  were  baptized 
t  them,  were  more  easily  informed  against 
J  the  curates  in  each  parish,  and  came  soon 
>  be  known,  a  new  act  of  council  is  cou- 
riTed,  to  be  a  foundation  of  their  persecu- 
an.  A  committee  of  council  the  arch- 
iahops  of  St  Andrews  and  Glasgow,  duke 
lamilton,  earls  of  Dumfries,  Annandale, 
Veeddale,  and  Kircardine,  lords  Drumla- 
iric,  and  Cochran,  the  president,  register, 
dTOcate,  and  justice-clerk,  with  the  laird 
f  Lee,  meet  February  18th,  to  consider  the 
eta  of  parliaments  and  council  against  cou- 
Mticles,  withdrawers  from  their  parish- 
aika,  clandestine  marriages  and  baptisms, 
od  to  consider  what  may  be  done  for  re- 
tnining  them.  This  committee  issues  in 
B  act  of  council,  March  4th,  the  tenor 
rkereof  follows.  "  The  priyy  council  consid- 
ring  what  a  scandal  it  is  to  the  protestant 
eKgion,  and  how  much  to  the  increase  of 
iiftry,  schism,  and  pro&neness,  that  per- 
QBS  idiould  withdraw  from  ordinances  and 
icnonents  and  baptize  their  children  by 
cnons  not  authorized  by  the  church ;  do 
berefore  prohibit  and  discharge  all  persons 
ilntaomever,  to  baptize  their  children  by 
ny  other,  but  such  as  are  their  own  parish- 
daisters,  or  such  ministers  as  are  estab- 
■hed  by  the  present  goTemment  of  the 
hnrcfa ;  and  declare,  that  the  father  of  any 
UM  otherwise  baptized,  shall  incur  the 
■ins  and  penalties  following :  every  heritor 

frarth  part  of  his  yearly  valued  rent; 
■flh  tenant  a  hundred  pounds  Scots,  and  six 
pmIdi'  imprisonment;  each  cotter  twenty 
Mmds,  and  six  weeks  imprisonment ;  and 
aeommend  it  to  the  sheriffs,  bailies  of  regal- 
3m,  and  other  judges,  to  put  this  act  in 
seeation.**    Where  the  scandal  upon  the 

IL 


protestant  religion  lies,  in  children's  _^^ 
being  baptized  by  persons  not  au- 
thorized by  a  prelatical  church,  does  not 
appear  to  me.  That  popery  is  increased 
and  strengthened,  by  narrowing  the  church 
to  such  as  will  subject  to  diocesan  bishops, 
is  very  evident  from  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
and  our  constant  experience  in  Scotland. 
Popery  hath  still  been  upon  the  increase, 
and  profaneness  too,  under  prelacy  and  per- 
secution: and  the  presbyterians  have  had 
always  ground  to  charge  the  espousers  of 
prelacy  as  separatists  and  makers  of  a  schism 
from  our  reformation  from  popery  by  pres- 
byters, and  our  first  establishment  according 
to  the  scriptural  institution.  How  far  it  is 
a  profanation  of  the  holy  sacrament  of  bap- 
tism, under  such  penalties  to  tie  down  its 
administration  to  the  officers  of  a  church 
declared  to  depend  upon  the  king's  will  and 
pleasure,  and  its  government  to  be  ambula- 
tory and  alterable,  as  he  sees  fit,  I  shall 
leave  to  others  to  consider.  As  it  is  plainly 
contrary  to  the  Christian  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject, thus  in  their  religious  rights  to  be 
bound  up  to  the  will  of  the  sovereign ;  so  to 
me  this  seems  to  be  an  irreligious  prostitu- 
tion of  the  holy,  sacrament,  as  an  occasion 
of  persecution  of  tender  consciences,  and 
what  too  much  agrees  with  the  knitting  of 
the  other  sacrament  of  the  supper,  to  civil 
and  military  offices,  for  which  aU  the  reform- 
ed churches  are  so  much  reproached  by 
the  papists,  though  two  of  them  are  only 
chargeable  with  this :  yea,  the  restricting  of 
the  administration  of  baptism  to  a  particular 
set  of  ministers,  in  order  to  be  a  pretext  and 
doak  for  harassing  and  violenting  (forcing) 
the  consciences  of  such  who  could  not  join 
with  them,  seems  to  contain  something  yet 
worse,  if  possible ;  at  least  this  practice  casts 
no  small  stain  upon  its  authors,  who  gene- 
rally speaking,  were  all  baptized  by  presby- 
terians. This  act  is  transmitted  with  letters 
from  the  council,  to  the  sheriffs  of  Lanark, 
Renfrew,  Ayr,  and  the  steward  of  Kirkcud- 
bright, ordering  them  to  publish  it  at  the 
market-crosses  and  parish  churches  in  these 
shires  together  with  the  forementioned  acts 
of  council,  December  1662,  and  October 
1666.  And  the  commissioners  of  the  militia 
are  to  inform  themselves  of  all  conventide^ 
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and  disorderly  baptisms,  since  No- 
Temberlast,  and  call  before  them 
all  ministers  and  hearers ;  and  as  they  find 
them  guilty,  to  take  bonds  from  them  to 
appear  before  the  council :  and  such  as  do 
not  compear,  or  refuse  to  find  caution,  they 
are  required,  by  a  party  of  the  militia,  to 
seize  upon  their  persons;  and  this  party 
is  to  be  maintaiued  by  the  delinquents,  at 
eighteen  shillings  Scots  per  day  for  each 
horseman,  and  three  shillings  sterling  for  the 
officer;  and  all  evidences  and  witnesses 
against  them  are  to  be  sent  with  them  into 
Edinburgh. 

Jointly  with  this,  I  find,  the  council  send 
instructions  to  the  sheriffs  and  their  deputes 
in  the  western  shires,  as  to  their  procedure 
against  nonconformists ;  and  they  deserre  a 
nnmi  here.  **  March  8th,  the  instructions 
undemiTitten  for  the  sheriff'-deputes  of  Ayr 
and  lianark,  bailie  of  Cuniugham,  and 
steward-depute  of  Kirkcudbright,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  coundL — Those  who  are  to 
be  conyened  before  you,  conform  to  these 
instructions,  are  to  be  cited  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  upon  the  ordinary  time  and  num- 
ber of  days  usual  before  the  sheriff-court ; 
and  it  is  to  be  adverted,  that  they  be  cited 
personally  to  give  their  oaths  upon  the  libel, 
with  certification  pro  confesso.  So  that  if 
they  have  no  other  probation  by  witnesses, 
and  if  the  witnesses  be  not  ready  and  able 
to  prove  the  libel,  it  be  proven  by  their 
oaths. — If  the  defenders  appear  not,  they 
are  to  be  holdcn  as  confest,  and  decreet 
given  against  them. — If  they  compear,  and 
the  libel  cannot  be  proven  without  delay 
by  witnesses,  they  are  to  declare  upon  the 
libel,  and  according  to  their  declaration  the 
judge  is  to  decenL — If  they  be  not  ready 
or  willing  to  pay  the  sums  decerned,  pre- 
cepts are  to  be  directed  against  them  in  the 
ordinary  way ;  and  the  same  being  executed, 
they  are  to  be  sent  to  Edinburgh,  with  the 
executions,  that  letters  of  homing  may  be 
raised  therenpon;  and  they  are  to  be 
charged  and  denounced  with  all  expedi- 
tion.— They  are  to  be  careful  that  no 
money  be  taken  firom  any  person  for  for- 
bearance, and  not  to  proceed  against  them : 
and  if  the  procurator-fiscal,  or  officers,  or 
meMengont,  who  are  to  be  employed,  or  any 


others  shall  be  found  to  take  from  any  per- 
son, upon  any  such  aocoont,  they  wiU  be 
noticed,  and  proceeded  against^  and  censured 
as  malversant,  and  unworthy  of  tmat ;  and 
they  are  to  advert  and  inform  if  any  penoo 
be  guilty  of  such  malversation^— -The  pro- 
cess is  to  be  as  summar  and  short  as  can 
be,  and  the  dispute  and  defences  (if  any  be) 
are  to  be  heard  and  discussed  verba,  without 
receiving  defences  in  write ;  and  the  derk  u 
only  to  minute  the  defences,  if  any  be  pro- 
pounded.— If  any  persons  dted,  as  said 
M,  shall  be  content  to  find  caution,  and 
oblige  themselves  to  frequent  and  keep  the 
churches,  and  public  ordinances,  in  the 
future,  as  also  that  they  shall  not  be  present 
at  conventicles,  in  the  shire,  baronies,  or 
stewartry  foresaid;  you  are  to  accept  of 
their  said  obligement  and  caution,  and  pass 
from  the  pursuit  against  them.** 

The  same  day,  the  council  order  some 
more  of  the  soldiers  to  the  west  countiy, 
doubting,  perhaps,  the  zeal  of  the  militis 
there,  for  persecuting  of  their  neighboun. 
And  James  Row  merchant  in  Edinboxgh,  ii 
fined  by  the  council  in  a  hundred  pounds 
Scots,  for  being  at  the  above  conventicle  in 
Mrs  Pnton*s.  George  Mossman  merchant 
there,  is  fined  in  two  hundred  merlu, 
and  John  Row  agent  there,  in  a  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  same  conventicle ;  and  certi- 
fied, that  if  they  be  found  at  another,  they 
shall  be  banished.  Meanwhile  they  are 
imprisoned  tiU  they  pay  their  fines. 

Jointly  with  these  acts  and  orders,  another 
expedient  is  fallen  upon  to  bear  down 
conventicles,  and  a  great  deal  was  promised 
from  it  Collectors  of  the  fines  the  Iaw  had 
appointed  for  nonconformity,  were  named 
about  this  time,  in  the  pbices  where  conven- 
ticles most  abounded.  Mr  Nathaniel  Fyfe^ 
a  poor  advocate,  who  wanted  employment, 
and  was  a  relation  of  one  of  the  bishops, 
had  Kyle  and  Carrick  for  his  district 
Cuningbam  M'as  given  to  the  sherifif  of 
Nithsdale,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Dumfries 
who  was  said  to  be  a  great  oppressor  of  the 
poor,  and  not  a  whit  the  more  unfit  for  this 
work  in  band.  James  Dunlop  of  Houshill, 
a  nephew  of  my  lord  Cochran's,  had  Ren- 
frewshire, where,  I  am  informed,  he  was 
abundantly  easy,  being  very  far  from  a  per- 
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wxaitJng  temper:  yet  I  find,  in  May,  he 
latli  the  thanks  of  the  conncil  giTen  him 
ior  Ilia  readiness  to  serve  the  gOTemment 
Mke  Hamilton  was  allowed  to  appoint 
rfaom  he  pleased  for  Lanarkshire.  The 
«ri  of  Nithsdale,  a  papist,  got  Dnmfries 
md  Ghdioway,  and  to  he  snre  he  took  care 
lOt  to  be  too  seyere  upon  Jesuits  and 
iifficking  priests.  In  May  I  find  the  coun- 
■1  write  to  him,  to  take  care  he  employed 
Mme  xmder  him  who  were  not  protestants, 
nd  regret  the  growth  of  popery.  It  is  not 
pDod,  however,  to  give  the  **  wolf  the  wether 
»  keep."  These  publicans  and  tax-gather- 
n,  to  enoonrage  them  to  their  work,  had 
lv«  hundred  merks  a  piece  from  the  conn- 
H;  their  reign  was  but  short,  unto  the  first 
if  Jnne.  Tliey  wanted  a  numerous  army 
fe»  back  them,  and  military  execution  brevi 
mami  is  not  yet  allowed ;  they  must  prose- 
nte  oifonders  before  the  dierifl;  in  the 
■diaary  course  of  law;  and  some  of  the 
iheiiflGi  redconing  these  coUectora  were  come 
SI  upon  their  field,  made  the  process  so 
tedious,  that  they  got  not  much.  This  was 
one  of  the  easiest  assessments  the  west 
Dwmtry  had  laid  upon  them. 

The  archbishop  of  Glasgow  put  the  lord 
Cochran  to  exert  himself  in  a  very  particular 
way  against  the  presbyterian  ministers  in  his 
dkNseae:  and  his  sufiering  the  bishop  to 
prevail  with  him  to  go  the  lengths  he  went, 
he  having  been  upon  the  party  who  set  up 
for  moderation,  opened  people's  mouths  to 
My  many  things  which  need  not  a  room 
;  tluit  the  worthy  persons  he  was  now 
%  were  never  so  fiir  engaged  with 
fte  usurper,  as  he  and  others  in  the  govem- 
nent  had  been;  that  all  the  evils  in  that 
time,  even  sitting  in  parliaments  called  by 
Cromwell,  voting  the  tender  and  extirpation 
of  the  nee  of  Stuarts,  were  overlooked : 
but  presbytery,  and  the  almost  only  loyal 
nd  firm  subjects  of  that  time,  presbyterian 
inniflters,  could  not  be  forgiven.  My  lord, 
■■  a  counsellor,  gives  warrant  to  major 
Oocl[bmii,  an  officer  of  the  guards,  to  cite 
before  a  committee  of  noblemen  and  gentle- 
Mon,  oonoemed  I  suppose,  in  the  mihtia,  at 
Ayr,  in  the  end  of  March,  several  ministers, 
whom  the  iHshops  alleged,  had  acted  con- 
tiary  to  law  and  preached  and  baptised 
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irregularly.  Thdr  names,  at  least 
those  of  them,  as  we  shall  hear, 
who  appeared  before  the  council,  are, 
**  Messrs  William  Pullarton  late  minister 
at  St  Qnivox,  John  Spaldin  at  Dreghom, 
Alexander  Blair  at  Chilston,  Hugh  Archi- 
bald at  Evandale,  James  Alexander  at 
Kilmacomb,  Andrew  Dahymple  at  Anch- 
inleck,  John  Hutchison  at  Maybole,  James 
Vetch  at  Mauohlin,  Hugh  Campbel  at 
Riocarton,  John  Oemble  at  Symington, 
and  John  Wallace  at  Largs.'*  Great  was 
the  rigour  Cockbum  used  in  forcing  them 
to  compear  at  Ayr.  When  he  came  to  some 
of  their  houses  with  his  men,  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  ordinary  way  of  legal 
citation,  nor  with  their  promises  to  obey, 
but  compelled  them  to  give  bond  for  com- 
pearing, and  meanwhile  would  not  produce 
his  warrant  for  citation,  and  perhaps  could 
not  for  this  part  of  hii  treatment  The 
fiunilies  of  others  of  them  he  treated  most 
rudely,  turning  them  out  of  doors,  and 
obliging  them  to  flit  and  remove  from  their 
houses,  without  any  reason  given,  within 
twenty-four  hours,  to  their  great  detriment 
and  loss.  And  one  of  the  accounts,  from 
which  this  narration  is  taken,8ays,  the  council 
were  so  sensible  of  this,  that  Mr  Vetch 
and  Mr  Blair  were  allowed  three  hundred 
merks  each  for  their  losses. 

All  the  ministers  appeared  before  the 
meeting  at  Ayr,  and  answered  the  interro- 
gatories put  to  them,  with  that  meekness 
and  candour,  that  most  part  of  the  members 
inclined  to  dismiss  them  without  any  further 
trouble :  but  this  did  not  answer  the  arch- 
bishop's design,  which  was  to  be  rid  of  these 
worthy  men ;  and  therefore  the  lord  Coch- 
ran prevailed  to  get  them  cited  to  appear 
before  the  council  next  week  at  Edinburgh. 
They  obeyed,  and  came  thither  on  Saturday, 
April  3rd,  and  my  lord  Cochran  came  upon 
Monday  to  prosecute  them,  and  it  was  said, 
when  he  went  to  the  chancellor,  he  got 
small  thanks  for  his  zeal  in  this  matter,  and 
was  blamed  for  surprising  the  council  with 
this  process  of  the  ministers.  However, 
from  their  books  I  find,  April  6th,  "the 
earl  of  Kincardine,  lord  Cochran,  and  the 
president,  are  i^pointed  as  a  committee  to 
examine  some  ministera  from  1^  ni«^ 
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come  to  town  aooordin^  to  their 
bonds  given  anent  keeping  con- 
venticles ;  and  to  report**  Before  this 
committee  the  ministers  appeared,  and  were 
interrogated  separately,  whether  they  had 
preached  since  they  were  laid  aside  by  ait- 
thority  ?  This  they  all  frankly  acknowledg- 
ed. Next,  they  were  questioned,  whether 
they  had  preached  in  the  fields?  This 
none  of  them  had  done :  and  further, 
whether  they  had  admitted  any  more  to 
their  exercise  but  their  own  fiunilies? 
This  they  all  confessed.  Then,  they  were 
all  called  in  together,  and  asked.  What 
they  resolved  to  do  in  time  to  come? 
They  answered.  They  purposed  to  demean 
themselves  peaceably  and  soberiy,  as  they 
had  hitherto  done,  and  as  became  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  and  to  give  no  just  ground  of 
offence.  The  committee  required  them  to 
subscribe  their  answers ;  which  they  did,  and 
were  dismissed  at  this  time,  and  ordered 
to  appear  before  the  council  upon  April 
the  8th. 

A  time  of  trouble  and  suffering  is  ordin- 
arily a  time  of  jealousy  and  scruples;  and 
so  tiiis  WBS.  Tliose  ministers  were  the  first 
since  Pcntland,  who  in  a  body  had  been 
questioned  for  preaching.  It  was  now  be- 
ginning to  be  too  common,  though  afterwards 
this  temper  ran  higher,  to  censure  ministers 
in  their  appearances,  carry  as  they  would. 
And  so  some  were  pleased  to  blame  them, 
as  too  faint  in  owning  their  warrant  to 
preach  the  gospel :  therefore,  and  because 
their  expression  before  the  committee,  of 
''demeaning  themselves  peaceably  and  with- 
out offence,**  was  debated  as  to  its  import, 
they  saw  good  in  the  interval,  before  their 
appearing  at  the  council  bar  to  agree  upon 
the  beads  of  a  discourse  to  the  lords, 
wherein  one,  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  should, 
express  their  sentiments  about  their  minis- 
try, and  the  necessity  of  exercising  it  even 
at  this  juncture ;  and  it  was  laid  upon  Mr 
William  FuUarton  to  deliver  the  mind  of 
the  rest  Upon  the  8th  of  April  they 
were  called  in  before  the  council.  The 
lords,  upon  their  signed  confessions,  agreed 
upon  the  follovidng  act  concerning  them. 
"  The  lords  of  council,  by  examination  of 
the  confessions  of  Mr  William  FuUarton 


late  minister  at  St  QuivoXy  &c.  ui  Mpra^ 
find  that  they  have  contniTeiied  the  acts  of 
parliament  and  oonndl  anent  oonventides, 
and  withdrawers  from  w<»ihip^  and  have 
incurred  the  penalties  therein  contained; 
yet  the   council  on  divers  oonsideratioiis, 
being  willing  to  use  all  means  to  reclaim 
them  firom  such  unruly  and  nndntifnl  car- 
riage, and  to  reduce  them  to  a  doe  confiv- 
mity  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  have 
thought  fit  to  defer  pronouncing  sentence 
against  them,  till  further  consideration;  and 
declare,  that  if  any  of  the  persons  above 
mentioned,  shall  hereafter  keep  oonventidei^ 
or  withdraw  firom  worship,  the  council  will 
not  only  punish  them  for  their  bygone 
transgressions,  but  also  take  oonrse  to  re- 
move them  firom  those  places  of  the  ooontij 
where  now  they  reside,  and  punish  them 
conform  to  law."    When  they  were  come 
in,  the  chancellor  told  them  the  oouncQ  hai 
considered  their  confession  before  some  of 
their  number,  and  the  cleric  was  to  signify 
the  council's  pleasure  to  them,  who  read 
what  is  above.    Mr  William  FuUarton  tbes 
begged  the  Uberty  to  speak ;  which  beinf 
aUowed,he  deUvered  hinoself  tothis  puipoie^ 
as  had  been  concerted. 

"  My  lord  chanceUor, 
'^  We  have  already  ingenuously  confessed 
and  professed  what  hath  been  our  carriage^ 
in  reference  to  those  things  laid  to  our 
charge,  and  have  declared  under  our  handi^ 
that  as  in  aU  our  actings,  we  have  carried 
with  due  respect  to  authority,  as  it  became 
the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  so  we  resolve  to 
continue :  and  it  is  no  smaU  addition  to  oar 
sufferings,  that  we  should  be  misrepresented, 
or  looked  upon  by  any,  'as  justling  witii 
authority.*  Yet  considering  that  it  hath 
been  in  aU  the  ages  of  the  church,  the  case 
of  the  Lord's  faithful  servants,  from  which 
our  Lord  himself  was  not  exemed,  (exempt- 
ed) to  be  slandered  as  no  friends  to  Cesar, 
we  need  not  think  it  strange ;  for  our  wit- 
ness is  in  heaven,  and  our  record  is  above, 
that  as  we  desire  to  give  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  God's,  so  also  unto  Cesar 
the  things  that  are  Cesar's,  there  being  by 
divine  authority  an  indispensabiUty  betwixt 
fearing  of  God  and  honouring  the  king,  and 


CHAF.  IV.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


125 


iMMie  Toid  of  the  first,  can  rightly  perform 
theseoond.  Therefore  we  judge,  the  fearerg 
of  God  are  the  only  loyal  people  in  the 
world ;  only  our  loyalty  ia  with  suhordinap 
lion  to  our  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  who  is  King 
of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  by  whom  kings 
reign,  and  princes  decree  justice;  and  under 
him  to  the  king's  majesty,  and  inferior 
magistrates,  and  in  this  line  of  subordination 
we  shall  deny  nothing  to  the  king,  that  shall 
be  demanded,  but  shall  be  as  ready  cheer- 
lolly  to  grant,  as  any  shall  be  to  require  it 
of  us.     And  withal,  our  lojralty  is  not 
founded  upon  extrinsic  grounds,  or  self- 
principles  or  motives,  but  allenarly  upon  the 
baiis  of  conscience,  and  so  not  regulate  by 
the  revolutions  of  time,  but  remains  still  the 
tame.     Hence  it  was,  that  when  the  royal 
fiunily  was  in  a  low  condition,  we  lay  in  the 
dnst^and  poured  out  our  supplications  to 
God  in  behalf  of  the  king's  majesty,  that  he 
night  be  preserved  from  sin  and  snares, 
■pfaeld,  comforted,  and  restored  to  his  throne 
and  government ;  and  we  looked  upon  the 
effectuating  thereof  as  the  return  of  our 
inyers,  for  which  we  judged  ourselves 
obliged  to  bless  the  Lord,  and  promised  to 
ourselves,  and  expected  a  reviving  from  our 
bondage,  and  a  share  of  that  calm  and 
quietness,  that  was  thereby  to  redound  to  a 
foor  distracted  kingdom.    That  it  is  other- 
wise with  us  we  shall  adore  Sovereignty, 
who  has  so  carved  out  our  lot,  although 
the  storm  should  never  blow  off  our  faces 
while  we  are  in  time,  whereunto  with  sub- 
mission and  patience  we  ought  to  stoop. 

*  And  now  seeing  we  have  received  our 
ministry  from  Jesus  Christ,  and  must  one 
day  give  an  account  to  our  Master  how  we 
have  performed  the  same,  we  dare  have  no 
hand  in  the  least  to  unminister  ourselves ; 
ja%  the  word  is  like  fire  in  our  bosoms 
strking  for  a  vent.  And  seeing,  under  the 
force  of  a  command  from  authority,  we  have 
hitherto  ceased  from  the  public  exercise  of 
our  ministry,  and  are  wearied  with  forbear- 
ing ;  therefore  it  is  our  humble  supplication 
to  your  lordship,  that  you  would  deal  with 
the  king's  migesty  in  our  behalf  that  at 
least  the  indulgence  granted  to  others  of 
our  way  within  his  dominions,  may  be  ex- 
tcndad  to  us  alsa    Next»  that  since  we  are 
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troubled  by  one  Mr  Nathanael 
Fyfe,  intrusted  with  the  execution 
of  the  laws  against  such  who  do  not  keep 
the  church,  who  is  proceeding  against  ns 
upon  that  account,  and  being  now  convened 
before  your  lordship  for  the  same  case  upon 
the  matter,  that  he  may  be  inhibited  to 
meddle  with  us.  Further,  it  is  our  humble 
earnest  supplication,  that  your  lordship 
would  compassionate  the  poor  afflicted 
people  of  our  country,  who  are  groaning 
and  fainting  under  sad  pressures,  and  the 
way  the  said  Mr  Fyfe  is  taking  with  them, 
as  it  is  sad,  so  it  is  an  addition  to  our 
affliction;  and  although  they  cannot  comply 
with  the  present  ecclesiastical  government, 
yet  they  are  truly  loyal  to  authority.  There- 
fore we  request  you  would  do  something  or 
other  for  their  ease  and  relief. 

"  And  your  lordships  laying  out  your- 
selves wiUi  reference  to  those  things,  as  it 
will  prove  acceptable  service  to  God,  and 
will  be  no  matter  of  resentment  to  you 
when  you  enter  eternity,  and  stand  before 
Christ's  tribunal,  but  on  the  contrary  will 
be  matter  of  your  peace  and  joy ;  so  also 
it  will  be  for  a  name  of  praise  and  renown 
to  you  and  yours,  while  you  shall  be  called 
'  repairers  of  breaches :'  yea,  this  will  be  a 
most  effectual  mean  to  secure  the  peace 
of  the  country,  which  we  apprehend  ye 
mainly  study,  and  will  endear  the  king's 
miyesty  to  his  loyal  people,  and  engage  all 
of  us  to  pray,  that  the  Lord  would  establish 
the  throne  in  righteousness,  and  that  the 
king's  majesty  and  posterity  may  sit  there- 
upon while  sun  and  moon  endure;  and  that 
your  lordship  may  be  blessed  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  government  intrusted  unto 
you ;  and  we  shall  be  more  and  more  obliged 
to  remain  your  lordship's  most  humble  ser- 
vants in  our  Master  Jesus  Christ." 

The  council  house  was  very  throng,  and 
Mr  Fullarton  had  a  very  attentive  audience 
all  the  while  he  spoke ;  and  the  ministers 
were  dismissed,  with  a  chaige  to  live  regu- 
larly at  their  peril.  While  they  are  yet  in 
the  outer  chamber,  going  away«  the  chancel- 
lor was  pleased  to  come  and  discourse  with 
some  of  them.  He  acquainted  them,  as  to 
the  first  branch  of  their  desire,  the  council 
could  not  take  it  upon  them  to  limit  lh«kin%\ 
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gnd  as  to  Mr  Fyfe,  they  should  be  i 
*  no  more  troubled  vrith  him,    the 
council  haviog  already  written  letters  to  that 
effect:  but  as  to  the  third,  he  wondered 
how  they  could  call  the  people  of  their 
country  lojral,  when  some  within  these  few 
days,  brought  in  by  major  Cockbum  from 
Fenwick,  adhered  to  their  being  at  Pentland, 
and  their  taking  the  corenant  at  Lanaris. 
Mr  Fullarton  answered,  ^  As  to  any  persons 
who  do  any  thing  tending  to  rebellion,  or  in 
prejudice  of  authority,  as  it  is  exercised  in 
the  line  of  subordination  to  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  disown  them.*'     Mr  Fullarton 
designed  this  as  a  Di'airing  of  this  matter,  as 
I  suppose :  if  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
rising  at  Pentland  contained  any  thing  con- 
trary to  authority,  as  subordinate  to  Christ, 
he  was  alone,  and  no  presbyterians  I  know 
of,  thought  so.    Thus  the  ministers  got  safe 
home  and  preached  in  their  own  houses,  as 
they  had  done ;  and  the  archbishop  is  dis- 
appointed in  his  harsh  designs  upon  them: 
and   my  lord  Cochran  is   said   to   have 
expressed  himself  pretty  openly  in  a  pet, 
**  The  ministers  shall  turn  all  upside  down, 
before  I  meddle  with  them  again."    Indeed 
this  year,  conyenticles  were  like  the  palm- 
tree,  the  more  weights  were  hung  upon 
them,  the  more  they  grew ;  and  there  were 
few  presbytcrian  ministers  in  the  west  and 
south,  but  were  preaching  in  their  houses, 
and  some  in  bams,  and  some  few  in  the 
fields. 

Although  the  ministers  were  thus  dis- 
missed, it  may  be  from  some  views  the 
leading  persons  had  of  an  approaching  in- 
dulgence, yet,  the  yery  same  day,  a  procla- 
mation against  conventicles  in  the  west,  is 
emitted,  discharging  them,  under  heavy  fines 
upon  heritors ;  and  I  give  it  from  the  regis- 
ters. 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
considering  how  far  the  keeping  of  con- 
venticles is  contrary  to  law,  and  disturbs 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom;  and  that  not- 
withstanding conventicles  are  kept  and  fre- 
quented in  the  shires  of  Lanark,  Kenfrew, 
Ayr,  and  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  they 
prohibit  and  discharge  them,  and  discharge 
all  heritors  whatsomever,  in  these  shires,  to 
suffer  or  permit  any  conventicles  or  private 


meetings,  on  pretence  of  religious  wonilup^ 
to  be  kept  in  houses,  or  lands  pertainiii^  to 
them :  certifying,  if  they  oontravene,  each 
heritor  in  whose  bounds  or  lands  a  conven- 
ticle shall  be  kept,  shall  be  fined  in  the 
sum  of  fifly  pounds  sterling,  ioties  gmoties; 
and  ordain  these  presents  to  be  printed,  and 
published  in  the  places  above." 

I  have  not  seen  the  printed  copy,  but  by 
several  accounts  before  me  of  this  period,  1 
find,  that  when  the  proclamation  was  pub- 
lished, it  contained  a  clause,  ordaining  ten- 
ants to  be  fined  in  a  hundred  pounds  toUa 
quoties,  for  conventicles  in  their  houses  or 
ground,  but  this  not  being  in  the  copy  in  the 
council  books,  I  can  say  no  more  of  it.  The 
unreasonable  imposition  in  this  prodama- 
tion,  is  very  plain :  no  exceptions  are  madi^ 
though  the  heritor  were  never  so  mudi  i 
conformist;  though  he  live  not  upon  tbe 
place,  though  he  had  no  hand  in,  uor  gavi 
any  allowance  to  the  meeting,  yet  he  ii 
made  liable  to  this  exorbitant  fine.    Ko 
question  it  was  designed  to  put  noblemea 
and  gentlemen  to  look  after  their  tenaati^ 
and  take  care  none  should  be  in  their  lanii 
who  would  inrite  or  countenance  any  of  tbs 
outed  ministers:  but  in  its  very  nature  it 
appears  most  arbitrary  and  unjust;  a  punisb- 
ment  in  many  cases  where  there  was  no 
fault)  and  a  requisition  of  what  was  reaDj 
impossible  for  heritors  to  perform.  Neither 
are  they,  by  the  act,  allowed,  as  the  magis- 
trates of  burghs,  so  much  as  a  repetition  of 
their  fine,  from  their  supposed  guilty  tenantL 
Frequently  when  things  are  stretched  too 
far,  they  break,  to  the  hurt  of  the  stretcher; 
so  this  unrighteous  act  broke  itself,  uai 
indeed  made  the  indulgence  more  pressed 
for  by,  and  desirable  to  persons  of  rsnk. 
Thus  violent  men  are  taken  in  the  pit  whidi 
they  digged  for  others,  and  the  wicked 
snared  in  the  work  of  their  own  hands. 
Happy  was  it  for  the  heritors  in  the  west, 
there  was  no  Turner,  Bannantyne,  genenl 
Dalziel,  nor  standing  army,  now  to  execute 
this  act    Thus  it  discouraged  not  people 
much  to  haunt  conventicles,  and  presbyteri- 
an  ministers  went  on  to  preach  to  a  people 
who  needed  spiritual  food  very  much,  and 
received  the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mind. 
However,  in  May  and  June  this  year,  sevcnd 
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were  brouglit  before  the  oounoi], 
till  the  indu^enoe  began  to  appear:  I  give 
hot  one  instance  or  two. 

Mr  Matthew  M'Kail,  miniiterat  Both* 
w^  &ther,  I  Boppoee,  to  Mr  Hugh,  who 
was  executed  after  Penthmd,  a  true  Natha- 
aad,  and  a  yery  pkin  dealer,  preached  about 
this  time  within  a  few  miles  of  Paisley,  to  a 
considerable  meeting  in  the  fields,  upwards 
if  a  thousand.  His  text  was,  Isa.  xxxii.  5. 
From  this  he  described  the  churl,  so  as 
many  of  his  hearers  applied  it  to  one  in  that 
eaontry  of  some  rank.  If  the  picture  was 
scriptural,  and  indeed  the  preacher  was  rery 
much  master  of  the  Bible,  and  so  natural  as 
to  represent  the  guilty,  he  was  not  to  be 
hlamed  for  his  hearers'  application.  Great 
■awe  was  made  of  that  sermon,  but  I  do  not 
War  Mr  M<KaU  was  troubled  for  it  Mr 
Gilbert  Hamilton  was  cited,  but,  either 
dnroogh  mistake  or  moyen  (iufluenoe,)  was 
not  called.  Mr  James  Currie,  minister  at 
Shots,  did  not  compear.  Mr  Andrew  Mop- 
tw,  minister  at  Carmunnock,  appeared,  and 
eijeoted  against  the  legality  of  his  sunmions. 
New  summons  was  ordered  to  be  given  him 
la  dae  form,  and  he  escaped  at  this  time. 

Jane  3d,  I  find  the  council  give  commis- 
Ml  to  the  archbishop  and  provost  of  Glas- 
gaw,  to  try  who  were  at  a  conventicle  lately 
kept  in  that  city,  what  quality  they  were  of, 
who  ymre  present,  and  how  they  stand  af- 
lerted  to  the  government,  and  report  The 
eecasion  of  this  was,  Mr  James  Hamilton, 
iainisf4>r  at  Blantyre,  then  living  at  GUsgo w, 
had  been  informed  against  for  preaching  in 
Us  own  house.  Upon  examination,  he  is 
•riaed  by  the  magistrates,  and  sent  in  under 
a  guard  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  pre- 
ssated  to  the  chancellor,  who,  after  some 
etBTersation  with  him,  saw  good  to  commit 
him  to  prison.  This  worthy  man  used  very 
great  freedom  when  called  before  a  conunit- 
tae  of  council  appointed  to  examine  him, 
aad  was  no  way  damped.  Being  asked,  if 
he  had  preiiched  in  his  own  house  at  Glas- 
g«nr?  He  ackuowledged  he  had.  And 
being  further  interrogated,  how  many  his 
used  to  be?  He  answered,  that 
years  bygone,  when  poor  ministers  of 
were  forced  from  their  flocks,  and, 
with  difieuhy  enough,  were  able  to  subsist 


themselves  and  families,  they  had  ,^^^ 
no  money  to  hire  palaces  and 
castles  to  live  in,  and  their  lordships 
might  easily  guess  any  house  he  was  able 
to  take,  could  not  contain  great  numbers 
of  hearers,  neither  could  he  keep  people 
from  coming  to  his  house,  having  no 
halberts  to  keep  his  doors,  nor  guards  to 
make  use  o£  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
conunittee  upbraided  him  with  reflecting 
upon  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  in  what  he 
now  spoke;  and  endeavoured  to  impress 
him  with  the  bishop's  lenity  and  &vour,  in 
permitting  him  to  live  so  long  at  Glasgow. 
Mr  Hamilton  answered.  It  was  very  easy  to 
speak  of  lenity  and  favour,  but  he  was  assur- 
ed he  had  not  so  much  liberty  and  fikvour  at 
Glasgow,  as  Paul  enjoyed  under  a  violent 
persecuting  heathen  at  Rome,  where  he 
remained  two  years  in  his  own  hired  house, 
and  preached  the  gospel,  and  no  man  was 
forbid  to  come  to  him;  but  the  honest 
people  of  Glasgow,  and  himself,  had  been 
frequently  threatened  with  great  violence,  if 
they  did  not  forbear.  Finding  they  were  not 
like  to  gain  any  ground  on  him  by  their 
queries,  they  desired  to  know  if  he  was 
willing,  for  Uie  time  to  come,  to  give  bond  to 
preach  no  more  this  way.  His  return  was, 
that  he  had  his  commission  from  Christ  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  he  would  not  take  any 
restrictions  upon  himself,  whatever  force 
others  might  bring  him  under.  The  chan- 
cellor was  pleased  to  ask  him.  Where  his 
commission  was?  He  replied,  Matth.xxviii. 
19.  ''Go  teach  and  baptise."  The  chan* 
cellor  replied.  That  is  the  apostles'  commis* 
sion ;  do  you  set  up  for  an  apostle  ?  No,  my 
lord,  said  he,  nor  any  extraordinary  person 
either;  but  that  place  contains  the  commiis- 
sion  of  ordinary  ministers  of  the  gospel,  as 
well  as  extraordinary  ambassadors,  such  as 
were  the  apostles. 

June  24th,  the  council  sit  aad  receive 
their  committee's  report,  ^  That  Mr  James 
Hamilton,  prisoner  in  the  tdbooth  of  Edin* 
burgh,  acknowledged,  that  he  had  several 
times  preached  and  exercised  divine  worship 
in  his  own  house  at  Glasgow,  to  his  own 
family,  and  others  beside  his  own  family 
were  present ;  and  that  as  he  inrited  none^ 
so  he  debarred  none;  and  bm^  %aV«^  V^ 
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them.  If  he  would  give  asrartnoe  in 
tune  coming  to  keep  no  conven- 
ticles and  to  preach  and  exercise  worship 
nowhere  but  in  his  own  honae,  and  only  to 
his  own  fiunily,  and  such  as  should  be  occa- 
sionally present  in  hii  fiunily  on  some  other 
account,  he  refused.  And  being  called  in 
before  the  council,  he  adhered  to  what  is 
above.  The  council  order  him  to  be  kept  in 
prison  till  he  give  caution  in  the  terms 
above."  And  further  statute  and  ordain, 
**  that  all  ministers  who  shall  hereafter  be 
apprehended,  or  brought  before  the  council, 
on  account  of  conventicles,  either  by  them- 
selves or  others  for  them,  shall  give  surety, 
for  their  peaceable  deportment,  and  that  they 
shall  keep  no  conventicles,  as  said  is;  and  in 
case  of  refusal,  ordain  them  to  be  kept  in 
prison,  till  they  give  surety,  as  said  is,  and 
be  otherwise  censured,  as  the  council  thinks 
fit"  Thus,  upon  Mr  Hamilton's  refusal, 
they  form  a  general  rule,  whereby  to  proceed 
against  all  presbyterian  ministers ;  and  this 
severity  afterwards  hindered  ministers  to 
appear  before  them,  as  hitherto  they  had 
done  upon  the  first  call:  but  when  they 
must  choose  now  either  to  come  under  a 
voluntary  tie,  to  restrict  themselves  in  the 
ministry  received  from  Christ,  or  undergo  a 
perpetual  imprisonment,  they  choosed  rather 
to  keep  out  of  harm's  way,  as  long  as  they 
could.  This,  within  some  time,  brought  on 
the  denouncing  and  intercommuning  of 
ministers.  When  they  were  cited  to  appear 
before  the  council,  and,  for  the  reasons 
above,  durst  not  obey,  caption  was  directed 
against  them,  and  they  were  put  to  the 
horn. 

Mr  Hamilton  was  remanded  to  prison, 
and  lay  there  a  long  time,  till  his  brother 
Sir  Robert  Hamilton  of  Silverton-hUl  made 
interest  for  him,  and  got  him  out,  after  his 
health  was  considerably  impaired  by  his 
imprisonment, and  not  till  he  had  given  bond 
of  a  thousand  merks,  to  compear  when  called. 
The  persecution  reached  several  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Glasgow,  his 
hearers;  some  of  them  were  brought  before 
the  council,  and  obliged  to  give  bond  to  keep 
no  more  of  his  meetings.  All  those  prose- 
cutions of  ministers  and  others  for  conven- 
ticles, land  in  a  new  proclamation  against 


them,  of  the  data  August  3d,  whidi  being 
short  I  insert  it  hen. 

**  Charies,  &c  Forasmuch  as  from  onr 
tender  care  and  great  seal  for  preserving  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  church  and  if'ngdflfs, 
by  our  former  proclamations  we  have  dis- 
charged all  private  meetings  and  conventi- 
cles, under  pretence  of  religious  worship  and 
exercise;  yet,  in  divers  places  of  this  king* 
dom,  divers  outed  ministers  and  others,  take 
on  them  to  preach  and  exercise  the  functioDi 
of  the  ministry,  in  meetings  of  our  snbjecti^ 
not  warranted  by  law,  to  the  high  contempt 
of  our  authority  and  government,  to  the 
disquiet  of  the  peace  of  this  church  and 
kingdom;  therefore,  we,  with  advice  of  tbs 
lords  of  our  privy  council  (but  derogation  ia 
any  sort  from  our  said  former  proclamatioo% 
or  pains  therein  contained)  do  command  all 
heritors  timously  to  delate  any  who,  withia 
their  bounds,    shall  take  upon  them  to 
preach,  or  carry  on  worship,  in  such  unwar- 
rantable meetings  and  assemblies,  and  make 
their  names  known  to  the  stewards,  lordb^ 
bailies  of  regalities,  sheriff  and  their  deputo^ 
to  magistrates  of  burghs,  justices  of  peaee^ 
and  officers  and  commissioners  of  the  mili- 
tia, "within  whose  bounds  and  jurisdictioDS 
they  may  be  apprehended :  and  do  hereby 
authorize  and  conmiand  the  sherififs,  sod 
others  foresaid,  that  after  intimation  nude 
to  them,  that  the  persons  foresaid  are  with- 
in their  respective  bounds,  they  make  exact 
search  and  inquiry  after  them ;  and  if  the^ 
be  found,  that  they  apprehend,  and  incar- 
cerate their  persons,  and  acquaint  the  lordi 
of  privy  council  of  their  imprisonment;  and 
require  the  magistrates  of  bui^hs  to  receive 
and  detain  them  prisoners,  till  further  order; 
and  that  this  they  do,  as  they  will  be  answer 
able,  under  the  highest  pains.    Likeas,  that 
all  our  subjects  be  hereby  advertised,  that 
we  are  resolved  in  the  future,  to  put  our 
laws  and  acts,  statutes  and  prodamatiooik 
vigorously  in  execution  against  withdrawen 
from  public  worship  in  their  own  oongregSF 
tions ;  and  ordain  these  presents  to  be  printed 
and  published." 

This  is  M'hat  I  have  met  with  as  to  con- 
venticles this  year,  before  the  indulgence; 
upon  the  granting  of  which,  in  the  west^  for 
some  time,  conventicles  were  not  much 
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oodoed;  in  other  places,  where  few  or  none 
were  indulged,  they  continaed.  1  find,  upon 
the  last  of  September,  William  Southram, 
who  had  been  prisoner  in  the  Canongate 
tolbooth  some  months  for  being  at  a  con- 
▼enticle,  is  liberated,  upon  finding  caution 
under  five  hundred  merks,  to  compear  when 
called:  and,  December  9th,  the  lords  of 
council  being  informed  of  a  conventicle  in 

Fife,  kept  at ,  where did  take 

upon  him  to  preach,  and  exercise  all  the 
functions  of  the  ministiy ;  at  which  conven- 

tide  were  present Hamilton  of  Kinkel, 

John  Balcanqnel  brother  to  the  laird  of 
Balcanquel,  and  John  Geddie  steward  clerk 
of  Hfe.  Letters  are  directed  against  them, 
to  compear  against  this  day  eight  days, 
imder  pain  of  rebellion.  I  find  no  more 
anent  them  for  some  time.  There  are  some 
other  steps  of  severity  in  this  period,  before 
the  indulgence,  I  shall  cast  in,  with  some 
other  matters  in  the  last  Section,  that  the 
thread  of  the  account  of  things  of  the  same 
nature,  may  be  as  little  broken  as  can  be. 
And  now  I  come  to  give  some  account  of 
the  indulgence,  begun  to  be  granted  in  July 
this  year. 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  first  indulgence  granted  to  presby^ 
terians,  July  1669. 

The  full  accounts  of  this  and  the  following 
indulgences  granted  to  pre8b3rterians,  shall 
be  very  much  left  to  such  who  write  a 
eomplete  ecclesiastic  history  of  this  time. 
Perhaps  too  much  is  in  print  already  anent 
the  indulgence.  I  am  sure  too  much  was 
iiid  and  writ  upon  this  head.  The  greatest 
heats  were  indeed  some  time  after  this,  as 
Bay  be  noticed.  Indulgences  must  not  be 
redconed  part  of  our  sufferings  in  this 
diorch;  yet  being  the  occasion  of  differ- 
ences among  good  people,  and  a  respite 
finom  suffering  to  several  very  worthy  men, 
and  really  an  aggravation  of  the  severities 
exercised  against  others  who  shared  not  of 
this  benefit  when  allowed  to  some;  my 
aeeonnt  of  presbyterians  under  the  cross, 
would  be  lame,  without  somewhat  about 
n. 


them  in  the  order  of  time  when 


1669. 


they  were  granted. 

By  this  time  every  body  save  the  clergy, 
were  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  some  liberty 
to  dissenters  from  the  present  church  estab- 
lishment in  Scotiand;  since  by  no  means 
they  could  be  brought  over  the  belly  of 
their  light,  and  known  principles  and  cove- 
nants, to  subject  unto  prelates  and  their 
underlings.  Multitudes  through  the  nation 
were  calling  aloud  for  this,  the  courtiers 
began  to  promise  it,  and  in  private  to  put  it 
into  some  shape.  The  earl  of  Tweeddale,  at 
this  time  in  no  small  favour  with  the  king, 
and  dose  friendship  with  Lauderdale,  who 
was  jealoused  (suspected)  by  the  bish(^  to 
retain  some  regard  to  his  old  friends  the 
presbyterians,  till  his  second  marriage  altered 
him  very  much :  my  lord  Tweeddale,  I  say, 
had  frequent  conferences  with  some  presby- 
terian  ministers,  concerning  some  liberty 
designed  for  them;  particularly  with  IV& 
John  Stirling,  who  was  his  own  parish 
minister,  Mr  Robert  Douglas,  and  some 
others.  He  prevailed  with  them  to  send 
up  a  letter  to  court,  to  be  a  handle  to 
their  friends  at  London  to  work  upon  in 
their  favours.  A  copy  of  it  1  have  not  met 
with,  but  am  informed  it  contained  very  full 
expressions  of  their  affection  to  the  king, 
their  firm  loyalty,  and  a  disclamation  of 
some  positions  now  alleged  to  be  treason- 
able, charged  upon  some  presbyterians. 
Tweeddale  goes  up  to  court,  either  with  this, 
or  a  littie  after  it,  and  found  his  work  the 
easier  there,  that  the  presbyterians  in  Eng- 
land were  at  present  connived  at  in  their 
meetings,  and  in  Lreland  likewise,  as  appears 
from  a  part  of  a  letter,  April  this  year  from 
a  minister  there  to  one  in  Scotland,  a  month 
or  two  before  this,  which  I  take  liberty  to 
insert,  because  we  yet  want  a  full  account 
of  the  state  of  presbyterians  there  in  this 
period.  After  his  regretting  the  persecution 
in  Scotland  for  conventicles,  he  adds,  **  but 
it  is  matter  of  rejoicing,  that  the  Lord's  work 
seems  to  be  reviving  here,  (Ireland,)  Christ 
hath  a  church  here,  that  appears  with  the 
fairest  fiice,  and  the  cleanrst  garments,  and 
has  proven  most  faithful  with  God  of  any  of 
the  three,  and  really  hath  much  of  the  light 
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of  his  coantenAnoe.    The  Bun  seems 


to  be  £Eurly  risen  on  this  knd; 
whether  it  may  be  soon  OTerdonded  I 
cannot  say,  bat  presbyterians*  liberty  is 
in  many  pkces  little  less  than  when  they 
had  law  for  them.  They  are  settling 
their  ministers  with  encouragement,  and 
building  public  houses  for  their  meetings, 
and  providing  Tacancies  with  ministers. 
About  a  month  ago,  I  had  occasion  to 
be  at  Dublin,  where  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  supper  was  administrate  pubHdy  on 
the  Lord's  day,  at  the  ordinary  time,  and 
some  hundreds  standing  without,  the  doors 
and  windows  of  a  throng  meeting-house 
being  cast  open;  a  public  fiist  on  the  Thurs- 
day, two  sermons  on  Saturday,  and  as  many 
on  Monday.  To  all  this  I  was  a  witness, 
and  more  than  a  witness.  The  harvest  is 
great,  the  burden-bearers  are  few,  and  the 
few  are  not  idle."  But  this  only  by  the 
way.  When  a  spirit  of  persecution  is  at 
some  stand  in  England  and  Ireland,  some 
favouf  was  the  more  easily  granted  here; 
and,  July  15th,  a  letter  is  presented  by  the 
earl  of  Tweeddale  to  the  council  from  the 
king,  which  I  here  insert  from  their  records. 

**  Charles  R. 
*  Right  trusty,  and  right  well  beloved 
cousins  and  counsellors,  &c  Whereas  by 
the  act  of  council  and  proclamation  at 
Glasgow,  in  the  year  1662,  a  considerable 
number  of  ministers  were  at  once  turned 
out,  and  so  debarred  from  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  exercise  of  the  ministry ;  we  arc 
graciously  pleased  to  authorize  you  and  our 
privy  council,  to  appoint  so  many  of  the 
outed  ministers,  as  have  lived  peaceably 
and  orderly  in  the  places  where  they  have 
resided,  to  return  and  preach,  and  exercise 
other  functions  of  their  ministry  in  the 
parish  churches  where  they  formeiiy  resided 
and  served,  (provided  they  be  vacant)  and 
to  allow  patrons  to  present  to  other  vacant 
churches,  such  others  of  them  as  you  shall 
approve  of;  and  that  such  ministers  as  shall 
take  collation  from  the  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
and  keep  presbyteries  and  synods,  may  be 
warranted  to  lift  their  stipends  as  other 
ministers  of  the  kingdom :  but  for  such  as 


are  not,  or  shall  not  be  edlaled  by  As 
bishop,  that  they  have  no  wairant  to  meddfe 
with  tiie  local  stipend,  but  only  to  pos- 
sess the  manse  and  glebe;  and  that  yon 
^»point  a  collector  for  those  and  all  otiier 
vacant  stipends,  who  shall  issue  the  same, 
and  pay  a  yearly  maintenance  to  the  nui 
not  collated  ministers,  as  yon  shall  see  fit  ts 
^»point 

*  That  all  who  are  restored  and  allowed  ts 
exercise  the  ministry,  be,  in  onr  name,  aid 
by  our  authority,  enjoined  to  constitate  and 
keep  kirk-sessions,  and  to  keep  presbyteries 
and  synods,  as  was  done  by  all  ministers 
before  the  year  1638,  and  that  such  of  then 
as  shall  not  obey  our  command  in  keeping 
presbyteries,  be  confined  within  the  bounds 
of  the  parishes  where  they  preach,  ay,  vA 
while  tiiey  give  assurance  to  ke^  presby- 
teries for  the  future. 

**  That  all  who  are  allowed  to  preach,  be 
strictiy  enjoined  not  to  admit  any  of  their 
neighbour  or  any  other  parishes  unto  their 
communions,  nor  baptize  their  children,  nor 
marry  any  of  them,  without  the  allowsnee 
of  the  minister  of  the  parish  to  which  they 
belong,  unless  it  be  vacant  for  the  time. 
And  if  it  be  found,  upon  complaint  made 
by  any  presbytery  unto  you  oiu-  privy  coun- 
cil, that  the  people  of  the  neighbouring  or 
other  parishes  resort  to  their  preachings, 
and  desert  their  own  parish  churches,  tbat 
according  to  the  degree  of  the  offence  or 
disorder,  yon  silence  the  minister  who  cons- 
tenances  the  same,  for  shorter  or  longer 
time ;  and  upon  a  second  complaint  verified, 
that  you  silence  again  for  a  longer  time  or 
altogether  turn  out,  as  you  see  cause ;  and 
upon  complaint  made  and  verified,  of  any 
seditious  discourse  or  expressions  in  the 
pulpit,  or  elsewhere,  uttered  by  any  of  theie 
ministers,  you  are  immediately  to  turn  them 
out,  and  further  punish  them  according  to 
law  and  the  degree  of  the  offence. 

"  That  such  of  the  outed  ministers  who 
have  behaved  peaceably  and  orderly,  and 
are  not  re-entered,  or  presented  as  aforesaid, 
have  allowed  to  them  four  hundred  merks 
Scots  yearly,  out  of  the  vacant  churches, 
for  their  maintenance  till  they  be  provided 
of  churches ;  and  that  even  such  who  shaD 
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*•  mmansDce  to  liye  so  for  the  fotiire»  be 
nred  the  same  yearly  maintenanoe. 
'  And  aeeiiigby  theee  orders  we  have  taken 
mj  all  pretences  f<Mr  conventicles,  and 
lYided  for  the  wants  of  such  as  are,  and 
il  be  peaceable;  if  any  shall  hereafter  be 
md  to  preach  without  authority,  or  keep 
aTenticles,  our  exjHress  pleasure  is,  that 
a  proceed  with  all  severity  against  the 
Baehers  and  hearers  as  seditious  persons, 
d  contemners  of  our  authority.  So 
vfiog  the  management  of  those  (Mrders  to 
mt  prudence,  and  recommending  them  to 
or  care,  we  bid  you  £u«welL  By  his 
yesty's  command. 

"  Lauderdale. 
Siwn  at  our  court  at  Whitehall, 
June  7th,  1669." 

A  great  deal  hath  been  said  pro  and  con 
Mm  this  letter  in  print ;  and  I  shall  i^n 
OS  subject  keep  to  matter  of  &ct,  and  add 
idling  to  revive  the  old  burnings,  scarce 
t  extinguished.  But  it  seems  neoessaiy  to 
BHurk,  that  the  reader  may  not  think  all 
m  clauses  of  this  letter  equally  executed, 
•ty  as  far  as  I  can  find,  the  matter  of  the 
or  hundred  merks  yearly  the  king  here 
lows  for  the  maintenance  ci  outed  minis- 
n,  was  never  nuide  forthcoming  to  many 
f  them,  neither  have  the  accounts  of  any 
6t  indulged,  who  shared  in  the  vacant 
ipends,  come  to  my  hand.  Whether  this 
IS  firom  the  foiling  <^  the  fimd,  or  their 
Nrtinuing  to  preach  to  their  own  families, 
Imb  there  was  not  access  to  hear  the 
idalged,  or  firom  their  want  of  interest 
■cog  the  managers,  or  that  this  clause 
IS  only  designed  as  a  blind  to  make  the 
at  go  the  better  down,  the  judgment  of 
BMsable  and  orderly  behaviour  being  still 
I  the  managoi^'  hands,  or  that  it  was  pre- 
s  too  much  fiivour  by  the  bishops  and 
friends,  though  once  intended  at  court, 
know  not  I  only  add  further,  that  upon 
IS  Ml  of  July,  ''The  council  finding,  by 
9tof  psrliamentall  the  vacant  stipends  since 
IS  (year)  1664,  were  to  be  uplifted  for  the 
Msnsse  of  the  stock  of  universities,  and  a 
lOsdor  appointed;  a  committee  is  ordered 
^  examine  how  that  afiair  stands.*'  This 
MHM  to  have  been  a  fetch  of  the  bishops. 


when  they  knew  the  mdulgenoe  was  .^^^ 
a  comings  to  prevent  at  least,  one 
part  of  the  king's  will ;  and  an  act  of  par- 
liament, allocating  the  vacant  stipends  to 
universitiefl^  would  be  a  good  handle,  at  least, 
to  prevent  the  four  hundred  merks  to  the 
nonindulged. 

When  the  king's  letter  was  read  in  coun- 
cil, it  appeared  extremely  dissatisffing  to 
the  prelates  and  their  party;  and  the  chan- 
ceUor  is  reported  to  have  said  pretty  openly, 
he  would  prevent  its  being  of  any  use  to 
the  fimatics  in  Fife.  This  opposition  to 
any  &vour  to  presbyterians,  delayed  the 
granting  it  for  some  days,  and  there  was  a 
committee  named,  to  whom  the  king's  letter 
was  referred.  The  act  of  reference  is,**  The 
lords  of  his  maje8ty*8  privy  council  ^»point 
the  lords  archbishops  of  St  Andrews  and 
Glasgow,  the  lord  duke  of  Hamilton,  the 
earls  of  Aigyle,  T  weeddale,  Kincardine,  and 
Dundonald,  (  t.  «.  the  lord  Cochran,  whose 
patent  for  earl  of  Dundonald  is  read  in 
council,  June  3d  this  year,)  the  lord  presi- 
dent, register,  advocate,  and  lord  of  Lee,  or 
any  five  of  them,  to  consider  the  foresaid 
letter,  and  of  the  fittest  wtLy  how  the  king's 
pleasure  herein  may  be  made  effectual,  and 
to  report,  and  recommend  it  to  the  chancel- 
lor to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  said 
committee.*'  In  this  interval,  the  lords  of 
the  cleigy,aad  some  of  their  orthodox  minisr 
tern,  had  a  meeting  to  fiidl  upon  means  to 
hinder  the  indulgence,  which  they  ^»pre- 
hended  would  be  ruining  to  their  interest 
No  practical  measures  could  be  proposed  to 
prevent  it  altogether,  since  the  king  had 
made  known  his  pleasure :  but  bishop  Sharp, 
to  comfort  his  brethren,  promised  to  do  his 
utDBost  to  make  it  a  bone  of  contention  to 
the  presbyterians.  Indeed  he  wanted  not 
abundance  of  so-pentine  subtility ;  and  when 
his  attempts  to  break  it  altogether  failed,  he 
set  himself  with  all  vigour  to  have  it  so 
clogged  from  time  to  time,  as  to  break 
ministers  and  people  of  the  presbyterian 
judgment  among  themselves. 

The  committee  named  to  ripen  this  mat^ 
ter,  had  before  them  the  fixing  upon  the 
ministers  to  be  indulged,  and  the  draughts 
of  the  council's  acts  thereanent ;  and  when 
these  are  ready,aiid  the  iiamii^AVf^  %dLN«K^Q^ 
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with  whom  they  were  to  begin,  this 
'  was  hud  before  the   conndl,    and 
i^proTen.  I  shallgiye  the  acts  and  ministers' 
names,  as  I  find  them  standing  in  the  coun- 
cil books,  and  add  any  thing  I  find  further 
noticeable  from  other  papers.    "July  27th, 
the  lords  of  his  majesty's  priyy  council,  in 
pursuance  of  his  majesty's  letter,  dated  June 
7th,  do  nominate  and  appoint  the  following 
persons  to  preach,  and  exercise  the  other 
functions  of  the  ministry  at  the  following 
Tacant  kirks  underwritten.    Messrs  Ralph 
Rogers,  hite  minister  at  Glasgow,  at  Kilwin- 
ning; George  Hutchison,   late  minister  at 
Edinbuigh,  at  Ir>nne ;  William  Viknt^  bite 
minister  at  Ferrie,  at  Cambusnethan ;  Ro- 
bert Miller,  bite  minister  at  Ochiltree,  at 
the  same  kirk ;  Robert  Park,  late  minister 
at    Stranraer,  at  the  same  kirk;  William 
Maitland,  late  minister  at  Whithorn,  at 
Beith;    John   Olipbant,  late    minister    at 
Stonehouse,  at  the  same  kirk ;  John  Bell, 
late  minister  at  Ardrossan,  at  the  same  kirk ; 
John  Cant,  late  minister  at  Kells,  at  the 
same  kirk;  John  M'Michan,  late  minister  at 
Dairy,   at  the  same  kirk. — (AUo)   *<  The 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  in  pur- 
suance of  his  majesty's  pleasure  in  the  said 
letter  of  June  7th,  in  bis  majesty's  name  and 
authority,  command  and  ordain  all  such 
outed  ministers,  who  are  or  shall  be  appoint- 
ed to  exercise  the  ministry,  that  they  con- 
stitute and  keep  kirk-sessions,    and  keep 
presbyteries  and  synods,  as  was  done  by  all 
the  ministers  before  the  year  1638.   And  the 
council  declare,  that  such  of  them  who  do 
not  keep  presbyteries,    shall  be  confined 
within  the  bounds  of  the  parishes  where 
they  preach,  ay  and  while  they  give  assur- 
ance to  keep  the  presbyteries.    The  council 
does  strictly  command  and  enjoin  all  who 
shall  be  allowed,  as  said  is,  not  to  admit  any 
of  their  neighbour  or  other  parishes  unto 
their  communions,  nor  baptize  their  children 
nor  marry  any  of  them,  without  the  allow- 
ance of  the  minister  of  the  parish  to  which 
they  belong,  unless  the  parish  be  vacant  for 
the  time,  not  to  countenance  the  people  of 
the  neighbouring  or  other  parishes,  in  re- 
sorting  to  their   preachings,   or  deserting 
their  own  parish  churches :  and  that  here- 
iinto  these  /nve  due  obedience,  as  they  shall 


be  answerable.  And  ordain  thcae  pitmUi 
to  be  intimated  to  every  perMm  who  aiiaB 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  be  allowed  thi 
exercise  of  the  ministxy." 

Thus  the  matter  of  the  indulgence,  m 
coming  from  the  council,  stands ;  and  ] 
shall  g^ve  an  account  of  all  the  rest  of  thi 
persons  indulged  together,  if  once  I  hai 
considered  the  circumstances  of  the  finl 
ten,  when  they  receive  their  allo^'ance  &«■ 
the  counciL  All  the  accounts  I  have  seo^ 
make  it  the  3d  of  August  this  year,  wha 
the  above  named  ministers,  and  with  thai 
Messrs  John  Scot,  William  Hamilton,  mi 
others  in  the  following  list  of  this  di^i 
date,  appeared  before  the  council:  hot  I 
find  nothing  in  the  books  of  council  of  tlii% 
neither  the  copy  of  acts  of  indulgence  givea 
them  upon  this  day,  inserted  from  other 
accounts,  which  I  find  no  ground  to  qnei- 
tion. 

The  ministers  when  come  to  £dinbui|k 
after  consultation  among  themselves,  and  « 
many  of  their  brethren  as  they  could  have 
access  to,  agreed  to  make  a  declaration  t9 
the  council,  against  what  had  the  appearum 
of  evil  in  their  indulgence,  and  laid  it  upsa 
Mr  (j^eorge  Hutchison  to  deliver  their  mini 
When  they  came  in  before  the  council,  the 
chancellor  signified  to  them  the  king's  good- 
ness in  allowing  them  the  exercise  of  their 
ministry,  and  desired  them  to  manage  wcQ, 
and  told  them,  the  clerk  would  read  sad 
give  them  their  acts  of  indulgence.  Thew 
were  of  two  shapes;  the  one  was  unto  mob 
as  were  indulged  unto  other  kirks  than  they 
had  been  formerly  settied  at  The  tenor  of 
Mr  Rogers'  act,  the  first  in  the  list  of  this 
kind,  ran  thus : — **  The  lords  of  his  majesty't 
privy  council,  in  pursuance  of  his  majest/i 
commands  signified  the  7th  of  June  last,  4o 
appoint  Mr  Ralph  Rogers,  late  minister  it 
Glasgow,  to  preach  and  exercise  the  other 
functions  of  the  ministry  at  the  kirk  of 
KilBinniug."  This  act  was  signed  by  sQ 
the  members  of  the  council  in  town,  lave 
the  tn'o  archbishops.  The  other  form  wai 
to  such  of  the  ministers,  as  were  appointed 
to  their  own  churches  now  vacant:  and  the 
tenor  of  Mr  Millar^s,  the  first  in  the  list  of 
this  sort,  follows : — "  Forasmeikle  as  dif 
kirk  of  Ochiltree  is  vacant,  the  lords  of  his 
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■^J€Bty'B  priry  council,  in  purananoe  of  his 
■^jcBty*!  command  signified  by  his  letter  of 
the  7th  of  Jane  last,  and  in  regard  of  the 
consent  of  the  patron,  do  appoint  Mr  Robert 
Miller,  late  minister  there,  to  teach  and 
exercise  the  other  functions  of  the  ministry 
at  the  said  kirk  of  Ochiltree."— This  kind 
was  signed  as  above ;  and  both  sorts  were 
ddivered,  after  reading  by  the  clerk,  to  the 
hands  of  all  the  ministers  present,  respec- 
Imly :  and  after  all  had  got  them,  the  clerk 
VMS  ordered  to  read  the  act  above  set  down, 
teed  July  27th,  containing  what  was  called, 
their  injunctions,  which  was  read  to  them 
dL  After  which,  Mr  George  Hutchison 
cimTed  leave  from  the  council  to  speak ;  and 
Vein^  allowed,  delivered  himself  thus : 

«  My  lord^s 

"*  I  am  desired,  in  the  name  of  my  brethren 
here  present,  to  acknowledge  in  all  humility 
and  thankfulness  his  majesty's  royal  favoiur, 
in  granting  us  liberty,  and  the  public  exer- 
cise of  our  ministry,  after  so  long  a  restraint 
from  the  same ;  and  to  return  hearty  thanks 
to  your  lordships,  for  the  care  and  pains 
taken  therein,  and  that  your  lordships  have 
been  pleased  to  make  us,  the  unworthiest  of 
nany  of  our  brethren,  so  early  partakers  of 
the  same. 

**  We  having  received  our  ministry  from 
Jeans  Christ,  with  full  prescriptions  from 
Urn  for  regulating  us  therein,  must  in  the 
discharge  thereof  he  countable  to  him :  and 
as  there  can  be  nothing  more  desirable  or 
refreshing  to  us  upon  earth,  than  to  have 
fi^ee  Uberty  of  the  exercise  of  our  ministry, 
imder  the  protection  of  lawful  authority  the 
excellent  ordinance  of  God,  and  to  us  most 
dear  and  precious;  so  we  purpose  and 
res<^Te  to  behave  ourselves  in  the  dischai^e 
of  the  ministry,  with  that  wisdom  and  pru- 
jknoe  which  becomes  faithful  ministers  of 
Jems  Christ,  and  to  demean  ourselves  to- 
wards lawfiil  authority,  notwithstanding  of 
«iir  known  judgments  in  church  affairs,  as 
well  becomes  lojal  subjects,  and  that  from 
A  principle  of  conscience. 

•  And  now,  my  lords,  our  prayer  to  God 
te,  that  the  Lord  may  bless  his  majesty  iu 
his  person  and  government,  and  your  loni- 
ahips  in  your  public  administrations;  and 


especially,  in  pursuance  of  his  ma-  .  _^ 
jesty*s  mind  testified  in  his  letter, 
wherein  his  singular  moderation  eminently 
appears,  that  others  of  our  brethren  may  in 
due  time  be  made  sharers  of  the  liberty, 
that  through  his  majesty's  favour  we  now 
enjoy." 

So  hard  a  matter  is  it  to  please  sides  and 
parties,  that  in  a  difficult  divided  time,  such 
who  essay  to  take  the  middle  way,  ofttimes 
displease  both.  Mr  Hutchison's  discourse 
was  by  some  thought  too  soft  and  general, 
and  not  a  sufficient  testimony  against  the 
plain  erastianism  that  appeared  in  the  king 
and  council's  procedure ;  and  upon  the  other 
hand  it  fretted  and  galled  some  of  the  coun- 
sellors, as  being  too  plain.  When  the  design 
was  going  on  to  indulge  some  more  minis- 
ters, it  was  resolved  by  some  of  those  who 
were  next  to  appear  before  the  council,  to 
deal  yet  more  plainly  with  them,  as  to  their 
mission  and  instructions  being  allenarly  from 
Jesus  Christ  This  took  air,  and  the  coun- 
sellors who  were  offended  at  the  former 
speech  moved  one  day  in  council,  that  such 
as  should  be  indulged,  should  no  more  be 
brought  before  the  council,  but  have  their 
acts  of  favour  sent  them. 

I  shall  now  give  the  names  of  such  who 
were  indulged  at  other  council-days  this 
year,  all  together  with  their  dates.  They 
had  the  same  acts  sent  to  them,  and  the 
same  injunctions  intimated  to  them  as  above. 
Besides  the  first  ten  indulged,  July  27th, 
there  were  indulged  and  allowed: — August 
3d,  Messrs  John  Scot,  late  minister  at 
Oxnam,  there ;  William  Hamilton,  late  min- 
ister at  Glasford,  at  Evandale;  Robert 
Mitchell,  late  minister  at  Luss,  there ;  John 
Gemble,  late  minister  at  Symington,  there ; 
Patrick  Campbel,  late  minister  at  Inverary, 
there ;  Robert  Duncanson,  late  minister  at 
Lochanside,  at  Kildochrenan ;  Andrew  Ca- 
meron, late  minister  at  Kilfinnan,  at  Loch- 
head  in  Kintyre. — September  2d,  Messrs 
Robert  Douglas,  late  minister  at  Edinbui^h, 
at  Pencaitland ;  Matthew  Ramsay,  late  min- 
ister at  Kilpatrick,  at  Paisley ;  Alexander 
Hamilton,  late  minister  at  Dalmeny,  there ; 
Andrew  Dalrymple,late  minister  at  Auchin- 
leck,  at  Dalgen ;  James  Fletcher,  late  minis- 
ter at  Newthom  (^eutViom\\\wiT^\  Nzoi^ww 
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1669  ^'^^^'"^  ^*^  milliliter  at  Crtignies, 
at  Kilchattan;  Donald  Morison, 
late  minister  at  Kilmag^asBy  at  Ardnamur- 
chan. — September  30th,  Mesan  John  Stir- 
ling,  late  minister  at  Edinburgh,  at  Hownam ; 
Robert  Biowat,  late  minister  at  Temple,  at 
Heriot;  James  Hamilton,  late  minirter  at 
Eaglesham,  there;  Robert  Hunter,  late  min- 
ister at  Corstorphine,  at  Dinning ;  John  For- 
rest, late  minister  at  Tulliallan,  at  Tillicul- 
try. — December  9th,  Messrs  James  Veitch, 
late  minister  at  Mauchlin,  there ;  Alexander 
Blair,  late  minister  at  Galston,  there;  John 
Primrose,  Lite  minister  at  Qneensferry, 
there;  David  Brown,  late  minister  at  Crsigie, 
there;    John  Crawford,  late  minister  at 

^    at   Lamington. — December  16th, 

Mr  John  Bau^  late  minister  at  Innem'ick, 
at  Paisley.— January  1st,  1670,  Mr  William 
Tullidaff,  late  minister  at  Dunboig,at  Kilbir- 
nie. — January  :^7th,  Mr  Alexander  Wodder- 

bum,  late  minister  at ,  at  Kilmarnock. 

— March  3d,  Messrs  John  Lawder,  late 
minister  at  Dabeiel,  there ;  George  Ramsay, 

late  minister  at  • ,  at  Kilmaucrs ;  John 

Spaldin,  late  minister  at ,  at  Dreg- 
horn  ;  Thomas  Black,  late  minister  at , 

at  Newtile;  Andrew  M*Lean,  late  minister 
at y  at  Killaro  and  Kil^uhanau ;  An- 


drew Duncanson,  late  minister  at 
at  Kilchattan  in  Lorn. 

These  are  such  sts  I  have  met  i^-ith,  who 
had  the  favour  of  tliis  tirst  indulgence,  two- 
aud-forty  in  alL  I  shall  only  add  the  coun- 
ciPs  acts  anent  Mr  Robert  Dougbis,  and 
Mr  John  Baird,  as  being  a  little  distinct 
from  the  rest  That  for  Mr  Douglas  runs, 
September  2d,  ^  Forasmu^  as  the  kirk  of 
Pencaitland  is  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr 
Alexander  Vemer,  late  minister  there,  and 
a  process  depending  anent  the  patronage  of 
that  kirk,  and  the  kirk  will  vaik  if  remeed 
be  not  provided;  the  lords  of  council  have 
thought  fit,  in  pursuance  of  the  king's  letter, 
for  Uiis  time,  and  during  this  vacancy,  to 
appoint  Mr  Robert  Douglas,  late  minister 
at  Edinburgh,  to  preach,  and  exercise  the 
functions  of  the  ministry  thereat,  but  preju- 
dice of  the  patronage,  when  declared  by  the 
judges  ordinary.*'  The  act  anent  Mr  John 
Baird,  is  dated  December  16th,  and  runs 
**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 


oomidering,  tiuit  Mr  MattlMir  lUaaay,  who 
is  appointed  to  praeb,  40a  exeraae  the 
limctioa  of  the  ministiy  at  FuaLey,  is  not 
able  of  himself,  bj  reaaon  of  infirmity  of 
body,  do,  in  regard  dP  the  patran'a  consent, 
and  that  of  Mr  Matthew  Ramsay,  appobt 
Mr  John  Baird,  late  minister  at  Innerwick, 
to  preach  and  exercise  other  fonctions  of 
the  ministry  at  Paisley.*' 

No  more  offers  to  me  this  year  anent  the 
indulgence,  unless  it  be  an  act  of  oooncs^ 
December  29th,  which,  I  imagine,  has  some 
reference  to  this.  Its  tenor  is,  *'  The  eon»> 
cil  being  dissatified  with  the  transactiei 
between  the  parishioners  of  Stewarton  aai 
their  minister,  Mr  Alexandv  Ogilvy,  where- 
by he  hath  agreed  to  desert  the  said  Idric, 
declare  they  will  not  allow  the  cure  at  tlie 
said  kirk  to  be  served  in  any  time  hereslter, 
but  by  persons  of  loyal  and  orthodox  prin- 
ciples." It  would  seem,  that  upon  the 
granting  indulgences  to  so  many  parishei^ 
others  who  were  overlooked,  offered  the 
curates  a  piece  of  money  to  leave  then,-- 
and  some  of  them  were  willing  euoiigh  to 
do  it,  and  to  try  their  fortune  elsewhere; 
and  by  this  act  the  council  endeavour  to  pr^ 
vent  these  transactions. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  plain  narration  of 
matter  of  fact,  as  to  this  first  indulgence 
from  the  public  papers  I  have  met  witk 
This  was  the  first,  and,  as  many  thougbt, 
the  best  shape  in  which  this  public  lavoor 
to  presbyterians  stood.  The  bishops  feared 
it,  and  opposed  it  very  much ;  and  when  no 
better  could  be,  they  endeavoured  to  mske 
it  the  apple  of  dissension  among  presbyteriia 
ministers  and  people.  Upon  the  other  hand 
it  is  beyond  denial,  the  Lord,  in  his  holy 
providence,  had  much  good  to  bring  out  of 
it,  to  the  famishing  souls  of  thousandi; 
and  eventually,  through  the  sinful  passiom, 
venting  themselves  upon  all  hands,  undoubt- 
edly much  evil  followed  upon  it  As  it  was 
very  satisfying  unto  many,  in  the  first  reports 
of  it,  so  they  were  much  disappointed  when 
it  appeared  upon  so  narrow  a  bottom,  and 
clogged  so  much  ndth  restrictions.  They 
lamented  that  it  flowed  from  the  exercise  of 
regal  supremacy,  which  none  of  the  taken 
professed  any  way  to  allow  of.  The  wvai 
of  the  call  of  the  people,  or  their  consent, 
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a  patroa'i  wai  exprcwed,  wis  grik 
«;  aod  yet  nothing  is  more  certain 
t  the  people  most  willingly  receiyed 
alcrs  when  they  came.  The  minia- 
e  reqaired  to  do  evil,  bat  they  did  it 

were  made  a  kind  of  prisoners  in 
n  congregations^  and  their  neigh- 
•charged  to  partake  of  their  minis- 

the  prohibition  was  not  obeyed, 
knowing,  j  ndicious,  and  solid  Chris* 
1  ministers  differed  in  their  senti- 
i  this  indulgence.    Upon  the  one 
was  looked  upon  as  the  opening  a 

A  larger  and  clearer  liberty  unto 
ibyterians  in  Scotland;  and  indeed 

were  not  wanting  at  this  juncture, 
rtaining  yiews  of  this  sort :  but  in 
at  it  proved  otherwise.  Its  first 
loe  was  fidrest,  and  afterwards  it 
brker.  Further,  it  was  said  to  be 
wnoval  of  the  unjust  restraint  put 
inisters  by  the  council's  act  at  Glas- 
1  a  nullif)ring  of  the  prelates'  sen- 
f  deposition,  pronounced  against  such 
re  not  reached  by  that  act ;  neither 
1  the  ministers  had  ever  submitted 
in  so  far  as  they  were  forced  by 
w  Upon  the  oUier  hand  it  was 
I,  that  the  laws  now  in  being,  having 
tad  rescinded  the  act  for  the  refor- 
priviieges  of  this  church  1592,  and 
ince  the  (year)  1638,  and  taken 
e  intrinsic  power  of  the  church,  and 
loostitution;  the  council's  actings,  in 
ence  of  this  rescission,  could  not 

highly  Erastian,  in  transporting 
m,  fixing  relations  to  other  congre- 
and  restricting  and  limiting  them  in 
OBse  of  their  function.     It  was  urged, 

indulgence  would  never  have  been 
I  to  in  council,  had  not  its  advocates 
;  out,  that  it  would  weaken,  if  not 
aabyterians,  by  breaking  that  close 
Nsdence  and  harmony  they  had 
I  maintained  among  themselves,  by 
ing  precluded  from  new  ordinations, 
raa  what  the  bishops  feared  above  all 
and  by  their  being  bound  up  from 
the  country,  and  catering  the  people 
down,  who  were  dissatisfied  with 
Lastly,  it  was  feared  that  this 
to  a  few,  would  be  accompanied 
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with  severity  to  the  rest  of  the  min- 
isters, and  a  persecution  of  that  body 
of  presbyterians  up  and  down,  who  ooold 
not  have  access  to  the  ministry  of  the  in- 
dulged; and  might  now  come  to  be  de- 
prived altogether  of  the  gospel  M^thin 
a  little  indeed  the  preabyterian  ministers 
were  banished  from  Edinbnigh,  and  convm- 
ticles  punished  with  greater  rigour;  yet  it  is 
sure  they  increased  under  this  indulgence. 

Notwithstanding  of  those  different  senti- 
ments, in  a  matter  which  indeed  oould  only 
be  fully  judged  of  by  its  fruits  and  conse- 
quents complexly  taken,  yet  it  seemed 
agreed  to,  almost  by  everybody,  that,  in  this 
troubled  state  of  the  church,  ministers  might 
warrantably  accept  of  this  liberty  to  preach 
in  their  own  congregations,  firom  which  they 
had  been  violently  forced,  or  in  other  places, 
until  a  door  was  <^>ened  in  providence,  to 
return  to  their  own  chaiges,  provided  a  doe 
testimony  were  given  against  the  manner  of 
granting  this  fiivour,  which  all  reckoned 
gravaminons.  Accordingly,  the  whole  min- 
isters jMtched  upon  were  willing  to  accept ; 
and,  by  the  consent  of  their  brethren,  the 
whole  presbyterians  through  8cot]and,cheer^ 
fully  submitted  to  their  ministry,  as  they 
had  access.  Matters  continued  thus  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  till  some  of  the  banished 
ministers  in  Holland,  perhaps  at  first  upon 
misinformations,  or  at  least  incomplete 
accounts  from  l^cotland,  some  time  after 
this,  wrote  over  some  letters,  and  sent  home 
some  reasons  against  joining  with  the 
indulged.  This  began  a  flame,  which,  by 
degrees,  rose  to  a  very  great  height  It 
must  be  owned,  the  Lord  eminently  counte- 
nanced the  labours  and  ministry  of  the  in- 
dulged ;  and  they  could  not  but  acknowledge 
they  had  as  great  and  sensible  assistance  in 
the  work  of  the  gospel,  as  ever  they  had 
formeriy  known ;  and  their  success  among 
their  hearers  was  not  small :  so,  whatever 
scruples  came,  in  process  of  time,  to  be 
raised  among  some  of  the  people ;  yet  the 
bulk  of  presbyterians  kept  by  them,  and 
persons  of  rank  went  on  to  use  their  utmost 
interest  with  the  council  to  have  more  and 
more  indulged ;  till,  about  half  a  year  after, 
the  council  shut  the  door,  and  would  allow 
no  more.    The  difficulties  they  mAt  ^Ht^ 
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and    farther    premires    laid    upon 
'  them  very  quickly,  ndll  come  to  be 
noticed  in  their  own  place,  next  year. 

SECT.   III. 

Of  the  proceedings  of  the  parliament,  which 
sat  down  October  19th,  1669,  in  as  far  as 
they  relate  to  the  church, 

I  COME  fom'ard  to  the  actings  of  the  parlia- 
ment, which  succeeded  the  indulgence,  and 
passed  such  laws  as  were  to  the  prelates 
some  way  a  halance  to  it ;  and  shall  give 
some  account  of  them  all  together,  and  then 
gather  up  several  particulars  throughout  this 
year,  I  have  hitherto  passed,  of  design  to 
put  them  together  in  the  last  section.  The 
great  design  of  this  session  of  parliament, 
was,  to  give  some  beginning  to  a  project 
now  on  foot,  in  order  to  an  union  with 
England.  This  matter  being  mostly  civil,  I 
leave  it  very  much  to  such  who  write  the 
huitory  of  this  reign.  It  was  thought  by 
the  most  discerning  persons,  that  this  pro- 
jected union  n'as  designed  for  advancing 
arbitrary  government,  and  the  encroaching 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  house  of  commons 
in  England,  who  at  this  time  made  a  stand 
against  court  measures.  The  lovers  of  li- 
berty did  then  apprehend,  that  two  distinct 
parliaments  were  less  liable  by  fur  to  be 
brought  into  arbitrary  measures,  than  one 
united  parliament  Accordingly,  next  year, 
after  the  Scots  parliament  had  given  into 
the  king's  measures,  and  empowered  him  to 
nominate  commissioners  for  Scotland,  the 
commons  in  Engbind  turned  peremptorily 
against  it,  and  could  not  be  brought  into 
what  they  reckoned  eversive  of  their  ouni 
constitution. 

A  proclamati(m  was  issued  out,  July  15th, 
for  calling  a  new  parliament ;  and  care  was 
taken  to  dispose  the  elections  so  as  the  king 
and  the  bishops  might  be  exactly  served, 
and  any  arbitrary  and  illegal  steps  taken  by 
the  council,  approven.  I  find  the  king's 
advocate,  September  2d,  is  ordered  by  the 
council,  to  pursue  before  the  parliament,  a 
process  of  forfeiture  against  those  guilty  of 
rebellion,  1666,  who  are  excepted  forth  of 
his  majesty's  indemnity,  and  are  not  already 
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forfeited,  or  had  not  reoeived  his  migesty*! 
remission.      And,  October   11  th.   Lander^ 
dale^s  commission  to  represent  his  majesty 
in  this  parliament,  is  read,  and  recorded  in 
the  council  registers.    October  19th,  this 
session  of  pariiament  was  opened  with  rid- 
ing the  king's  letter,  which   relates  only 
almost  to  the  designed  union.*    The  com- 
missioner, who  is  intrusted  with  this  great 
affiur,  in  a  speech,  which  is  in  print,  recom- 
mends this  matter  most  earnestly ;  and,  to 
engage  the  bishops  and  their  party  in  pai^ 
liament,  whom  he  had  grated  a  little  in  the 
business  of  the  indulgence,  to  fall  in  the 
more  heartily,  **  He  insists  at  great  lei^ 
upon  the  king's  fixed  resolution,  unaltenUy 
to  maintain  episcopacy ;  lie  commends  it 
highly,  and  assures  them  the  king  will  not 
allow  of  conventicles,  especially  since  he 
had  granted  an  indulgence,  and  presseth  tbe 
bearing  donTi  of  them :  and,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  speech,  effectually  to  cany  the 
prelates  to  his  side,  he  again  repeats  all  the 
assurances  formerly  given  in  their  fiivoar." 
The  parliament,  in  tiieir  return,  which  is 
likeii-ise  printed,  take  notice  of  the  king^i 
letter  in  every  branch  of  it,  and  exprm 
abundance  of  loyidty ;  but  do  not  notice  the 
commissioners'  harangue  anent  the  bishops. 
All  the  members  sign  the  declaration,  which 
obliged  them  to  maintain  episcopacy.  Gene- 

•  '*  Lord  Lauderdale's  speech  ran  upoo  ivo 
heads.  The  one  wn.^,  the  recommending  to  their 
care  the  preservation  of  the  church,  as  estaUidi- 
ed  hy  law  ;  upon  which  he  took  occaiuon  M 
express  great  zeal  for  episcopacy.  The  other 
head  related  to  the  union  of  both  kiiigrfoflifc 
All  that  was  done  relating  to  that,  was,  that  u 
act  i>assed  for  a  treaty  about  it.  And  in  the 
full t» wing  summer,  in  a  subsequent  session,  eoB- 
niissioners  were  named,  who  went  up  to  tmt 
about  it.  But  they  made  no  progress ;  and  the 
thing  fell  so  soon,  that  it  was  very  visible  it  ww 
never  intended  in  good  earnesL**  Burnet's  His- 
tory of  his  Own  Timrs,  vol.  i.  pp.  417,  il8w 

Being  satisfied  that  the  above  is  a  just  and 
true  statement  of  this  case,  we  do  not  think  it 
advisable  to  lumber  our  pages  with  amy  mvn 
particular  detail  of  this  atfair.  Tho  reader, 
who  is  curious  to  see  with  how  much  seiODiiig 
seriousness  self-interested  men,  of  whatever 
rank  they  may  be,  can  talk  when  they  mcu 
nothing,  may  consult  Mackenzie's  HistCMT  of 
>Srotland,  where  they  will  find  the  letter  here 
alluded  to,  a  long  speech  of  Sir  GeoT|[e  Mae- 
kenzie^'s  on  the  subject  of  that  letter,  together 
with  minutes  of  the  proceeilings  of  the  commis- 
sioners app(»intcd  to  carry  that  project  iuto effects 
—pp.  14S— 155,  193— 211.— i:d 
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nDj  ibtj  bad  taken  it  b«fbre,  fbr  there  woi 
M  gnat  alteration  «f  memben  from  the 
bat  parliatDcnt  I  raatrict  mjaelf  to  thor 
aetii^  with  relation  to  the  cborch  and 
pnabjterians;  and  there anoalj a  few  acta 
whiob  lodi  this  way. 

Their  firat  act  thii  aenion  is,  that  re- 
aurkable  and  bighfl  jinj  one,  "  averting  hit 
■MJeMj'i  npremacy  in  all  caie*  eccletiaati- 
cal,  and  orer  all  peraooa;"  which  I  have 
iiMi  1 1  below.*  What  hath  be«n  obanred 
m  the  fonner  book,  upon  the  oath  of  alle- 
liaBoe,  aa  it  waa  tenned,  the  dedaration, 
tad  the  acta  of  parliameot  1668  and  1663, 
wUl  aaTe  me  the  trouble  of  many  thing* 
*Ucb  mi^ht  come  in  here;  jet  ao  odd  and 
fstraordiDarj  an  act  natirely  offcra  not  a 
few  rcniarl[i.f  Snch  who  violently  opposed 
tte  indulgence,  tell  ns,  thia  act  n-aa  fnuned 
la  aave  the  conncil  from  the  treaaon  they 
veiv  guilty  of,  by  granting  it  contrtrj  to 


i6e». 


•tanding  laws  and  acta  (rfpaiVaueBt 
Indeed  acTeral  acta  of  partiament  do 
aeeni  toran  croa*  to  it :  the  act  of  rMtitntioii, 
1668,  aaya, "  That  all  church  powwr  ia  to  be 
Related  and  autfaonaed  in  the  ezerdao 
thereof,  by  the  arcbbiahopi  and  hiahopa^ 
who  are  to  put  order  to  all  ercledaatical 
uatten  and  caoaea,  and  to  be  accountable 
to  hii  majeaty  for  tbeir  adnuniatntion." 
And  by  the  4th  act  of  that  laue  aeiaion  of 
parliament,  it  ia  expreaaly  ordained  and 
ttatuted, "  That  none  hereafter  be  permitted 
to  preach  in  public,  within  any  diooeac^ 
without  the  licenae  of  the  ordinary."  And, 
act  lat,  acta.  3d,  1663,  the  king  aeemi  to 
bind  np  himielf  in  thia  matter,  and  promiaea, 
'  Not  to  endure,  nM  gtre  way  or  comrivanoe 
to  any  Tariation  from  the  eatabliahed  cfanrch 
gorenmienL"  And  the  nme  act  reooB- 
I  menda  it  to  tiie  conncil,  "  To  puniah  all 
'  preachcra  without  the  biahop't  licenae,  &e. 


t  nil  miijcity  ■     „„j„, 
In  inatlcn  and     ^„t^ 


'MlaneHl  llu  nprtmaa/,  Xtvtmitr  lU,  1669. 
The  ertita  of  parllumRiI  having  ■nimilT 
onudend,  bow  ni»««r;  il  ia.  Tor  tba  good  >ucl 
pace  oT  lb*  ehurcb  and 

fswcraad  autharltr.  In 

itrwBi  ecelfuiMiGal,  be  more  dearly  («ert«d 
banactof  partiuDnit,  bivcthrnfure  thnii|;ht 
A  It  br  eiiKWd.  maentd,  and  dnland ;  Itkn*. 
kb  DujcUv,  with  adTia  and  FonKiit  al'  bli 
a«atM  of  pulininrnt,  dotta  hcnby  rnul,  sHcrt, 
■id  derlarr.  That  hia  majnlf  halh  the  anpmnc 
aalfaaritr  md  nipnmacy  ovrr  all  peranna.  and 
k  ail  cauac*  teeleaiaallcal  witiiin  thia  hia  iilng- 
daea:  and  tbit  by  virtua  thrmr,  tha  ordirlnK 
nd  di^MMsl  of  ths  nlereal  eoTimnicnt  and 
falieyofthecburchidDlhpniiwr]^  bclung  to  hi* 
M^eaty  and  hia  iucce»»ni,  u  an  inhemit  right 
la  ih*  enwn ;    uid  that  bla  mHJcaly  and  hh 

dminlitntion  of  Ibe  ntrmal  govcramtnt  of 
tb«  ekDRh,  and  tbc  pcrasns  cdidIdthI  In  tht 
aame,  and  concrming  all  ecclnlaatical  mtclinga, 
and  mattan  to  ba  propoard  and  delermlntd 
Aarain,  aa  tbay  In  tbefr  royal  wladom  ahdl 
tbl^  dl;  wbleh  acta,  orrirra,  and  mnatitutlon*. 
Mm  recorded  in  Lbf  booka  nf  cpuiiril,  und  dulv 
l^lliliiid,  BR  to  br  oVacrTHl  and  abryed  by  all 
khB«0"tj'>  aubjerts,  any  law,  art,  or  cunwn  W 
-— ^Dotirilhitanding:  likiHa,  hit  — 


Df  opIniuD,  It  waa  a 
who,  haTing  found  < 
York'a  rall^im.  Intcn 
of  Scotlan  J  at  b<*  mi 


untriTaiice  of  Landrrdalak 

ittheaecretortbadiikeof 

ided,  by  laying  ibe  rhorrh 

to  tmiTB  the  way  for 


adopted;    and  Ihua  to  aectirp  hlRueir  In   hk 
faToor.— Bumet'a  Hialor;  of  hia  Uwn  Timaa. 

»oL  Lpp.*18,  41"    '■■- - 


re  luld  by  Mas- 
ila'  pIrlianiFnt.  the  flrat 
ibiihup  nf  Gla^ow  had 


lUudrn 


liing,ai 


IMT,  with  advice  and  conacnt  foTHaid,  doth 
l^dnd  and  annul  all  Uwa,  acta,  and  elauaea 
Auaof,  and  all  nulama  and  comtituiiona,  civil 
•r  •Bclcaiaatic,  which  arc  contrary  to,  or  Inion- 
4Neat  with  hia  raajeatv^  anortniaey,  aa  II  It 
bwvbv  aMTled,  and  dectarea  the  •ama  vidd  and 
«iiU  1p  ail  lima  coming. 

f  Tfaii  ad  waa  abhorred  by  ail  unrtira,  anil 

ta  lay  the  eeelra 
exerdM  it,  at  Ibi 


tb«  general  aaaemliiy  of  the  prrabylerlana,  all 
whoaa  aenral  prettiina  h«  diaprored  at  great 
length,  "  for  wblth,"  adda  (be  hlatoriau,  "  It 
waa  thought  ha  had  been  tamad  nlT  If  the  arch- 
hiahop  of  tilaagow  had  not  luffteed  aa  lalely, — 
but  uecaalou  waa  taken  from  ihla,  (o  pnipaae  In 
(he  artlclta  that  bit  majeaty'a  aupremacy  ahonld 
ba  yet  more  fully  explained  by  act  of  parliament, 
that  no  acruple  might  rBtnalu  from  the  exlrava. 
gaiJt  iniinuationa  of  eitbt-r  Ihe  JBre-duiiiu  rpla- 
cnpiitorpmbytcrian.  Moat  of  (he  Inrda  oriha 
aniria  Inclined  tn  the  motinn,  beeauae  by  Ibl^ 
all  the  gaiernmrnt  of  the  church  would  lall  In 
llie  haiidi  of  Jjiici,  ■ndciprciallyof  rounaetlon, 
nf  which  number  they  were,— and  the  Robillly 
bad  been  In  thia,  and  the  former  age  kept  as  fiv 
under  the  lubjection  of  inMlent  church  nm, 
that  they  were  more  williog  to  be  aulricrt  la 
their  prlnee,  tiuu  to  any  aueh  low  and  ineaa 
poaoni  aa  the  clergy,  which  coukiated  now  of  the 
BOna  of  thrir  own  aervantaor  ianneT«,^and  the 
blabopa  had  *o  far  and  ao  nflm  Inalnuatcd  when 
hia  m^ealy  waa  aralou*  for  their  hlaimrehy.  that 
til  pnwer  resided  In  him,  and  that  prrebyiny  waa 
antrmonarebicnl,  lieranw  It  restrained  iliia  bih 
juat  power.  i»  (bal  Dow  the  praple  were  iiidocrd 
to  brlieva  (liat  ibe  gorcnimuut  of  tlM  church 
waa  but  an  arbitrary  policy,  which  the  macla- 
tnta  uight  alirraa  he  pleued." — Maeluw^'k 
Ilialory  «(  Sulluid,  p\i.  \b9,  \eo.— Eil. 
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penou."  From  these 
it  would  appear,  that  the  king  and 
priry  council  had  taken  upon  them  to  caas 
thoae  ada  of  parliament:  and,  as  was  now 
ordinary,  the  Toters  in  oonncil  needed  a  new 
act  of  parliament  to  save  them  from  jnult  in 
this  respect  The  two  archhishc^  indeed 
pleaded  the  indulgence  was  contrary  to  law, 
and  would  neyer  be  present,  or  TOte  in  any 
thing  relative  thereto.  But  I  do  not  think 
the  lords  of  council  were  in  any  great  appre- 
hensions of  their  haaard  this  way.  The  king's 
will  was  declared  by  the  pariiament  to  be 
their  law.  The  bishops  were  in  their  man- 
agement of  church  affiiirs  entirely  subjected 
unto  the  king,  their  power  was  entirely 
derived  from  the  supremacy,  and  all  with 
respect  to  the  church  had  been  very  fairly, 
though  most  iniquitously,  put  into  the  king*s 
hand;  and  the  counsellors,  by  the  present 
unhappy  constitution,  seem  safe  enough, 
since  the  king  was  made  absolute,  and  par- 
liaments and  their  acts  were  but  pieces  of 
fonn,  especially  as  to  ecclesiastical  matters. 
The  real  spring  of  this  act  anent  the  supre- 
macy, seems  to  have  been  the  little  sputter 
made  by  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  and 
his  diocesan  s]mod,  this  year,  against  the 
exercise  of  the  supremacy,  when  it  struck 
against  them;  of  which  some  account  shall 
be  given  in  the  following  Section. 

To  return  to  the  act  itself,  the  narrative 
containing  the  reason  of  making  this  act 
now,  is,  **  The  good  and  peace  of  the  church 
and  state,  which  required  a  clear  assertion 
of  his  majesty's  power,  in  relation  to  matters 
and  persons  ecdesiasticaL"  How  fiir  the 
procedure  at  Glasgow  needed  such  an  asser- 
tion, I  shall  not  say:  but  how  the  good  and 
peace  of  any  right  constitute  church,  can  be 
advanced  **  by  the  utter  removal  of  all 
church  power,"  I  cannot  see.  It  was  well 
known  however,  our  managers  opened  so 
plainly  against  all  power  ecclesiastic,  this 
positive  discovery  of  the  mind  of  the  im- 
posers,  did  very  much  put  an  end  to  the 
former  debates  about  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
as  it  was  called;  and  is  so  plain  a  sense  put 
upon  it,  that  it  does  not  appear  how  any 
after  this,  who  had  not  abandoned  our 
reformation,  yea,  the  owning  of  all  spiritual 
power  in  the  church,  as  a  Christian  society. 


oonld  fidl  in  with  it  What  foUows  in 
the  assertory  part  of  the  act»  ^  aopreme 
authority  and  supremacy  over  all  persons 
and  causes  ecclesiastical,"  is  aa  full  aa  words 
can  make  it,  and  hath  been  already  con- 
sidered. What  is  comprehended  in  the 
**  external  government  and  policy  of  the 
church,"  I  do  not  well  know;  but  aU 
included  in  that,  is  now  to  be  disposed 
according  to  the  **  royal  wisdom ;"  and  if  the 
wisdom  of  the  worid,  to  which  the  things  oft 
God  are  foolishness,  think  proper  to  take 
away  all  external  government  and  policy, 
certainly  the  king  is  here  empowered  to  do 
so.  If  he  shall  see  good  to  remM>ve  the 
lords  the  bishops,  I  know  not  how  they  csr 
well  complain,  since  they  have  consented  U 
it  If  a  parity  in  the  government  of  the 
church  be  found  best,  the  king  hath  a  door 
set  open  to  him :  but  the  prelates,  no  donb^ 
were  persuaded  of  better  things  eoncermng 
the  king.  Yea,  if  royal  wisdom  should  see 
good,  as  some  of  the  king's  predecesson 
had  done,  to  write  letters  unto  the  holj 
father  the  pope,  if  he  should  be  owned  ai 
the  univerml  bishop  and  centre  of  unity  to 
the  western  churches,  if  his  authority  and 
jurisdiction  should  be  again  introduced;  sU 
is  but  what  the  law  permits  to  be  done; 
none  of  the  cleigy  who  went  into  these 
measures  must  complain,  and  probably  few 
of  them  would. 

Though  so  vast  a  power  was  found  proper 
to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  so  rdigioas 
a  prince  as  king  Charles  IT.  yet,  who  knew 
who  was  to  be  after  him,  **  a  wise  man,  or  a 
fool  ?"  It  appeared  then  very  hard  to  sll 
real  protestants,  that  such  a  trust  was  put 
likewise  in  the  hands  of  his  successors; 
especially  when  the  apparent  successor  wu 
a  papist,  and  his  principles  obliged  him,  and 
this  act  allowed  him  to  put  this  church,  ss 
to  its  government  and  policy,  in  the  hands 
of  the  pope.  I  own,  if  that  which  follows 
were  true,  that  this  disposal  of  the  govern- 
ment  and  policy,  '^  is  an  inherent  right  in 
the  crown,"  it  must  natively  devolve  with 
the  crown  to  the  successors:  but  I  hope, 
none  who  read  the  Bible  with  any  reflection, 
wiU  allow  this  to  inhere  in  any  crown,  but 
his  **  on  whose  head  are  many  crowns." 

**  That  the  king  and  his  successors  may 
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Mtde»  enacty  and  emit  such  oonBtitutions 
anent  church  government,  penons  employed 
in  ity  ecclesiastic  meetings,  and  matters  to 
be  proposed  and  determined  therein,  as  they 
m  their  royal  wisdom  shall  think  fit,"  is  such 
a  thrust  at  the  very  beingof  a  church,  as  an 
Mganized  body  with  a  head,  and  a  modelled 
ipiritual  society,  that  I  doubt  if  eyer  a 
greater  was  given  under  colour  of  law.    A 
let  of  gentlemen  of  the  principles  of  the 
«  Tale  of  a  Tub,*'  the  "^  Rights  of  the  Chris- 
tian  Church,"  the  <"  Essay  on  Free  Think- 
ing^p"  and  others  who  are  **  a  new  increase 
of  ainnera,"  unknown  to  former  times,  might 
be  excused,  had  they  sat  in  our  parliament : 
but  for  Scotsmen,  many  of  whom  had  taken 
the  covenants,  and  known  better  things,  to 
enact  such  a  law,  is  somewhat  more  than 
soprising.      The  sovereign  may  act,  not 
only  in  the  government  and  discipline  of 
tbe  ehurch,  which  by  this  law  are  mere 
riphen,  hut  **  in  all  matters  which  come 
before  church  judicatories,  and  make  con^ 
ititntions,*'  as  he  pleaseth,  without  any  oon- 
lent  either  of  church  or  parliament    I  see 
Botfaing  to  hinder  the  king  acting  according 
to  this  power,  from  establishing  a  new  reli- 
gion, and  palming  a  new  **  Confession  of 
Fiith"  upon  Scotland.     This  is  a  grant 
piramount  to  the  claims  of  the  pope  or  a 
general  council  either.    Indeed  nothing  of 
church  power  that  I  can  see,  is  kept  back 
from  the  sovereign  here. 

Vext,  such  acts  and  constitutions  of  the 
"  royal  ^ope"  being  **  recorded  in  the  books 
of  council,  and  published,"  be  what  they 
wiU,  are  to  be  implicitly  obeyed  by  all 
nbjects,  without  asking  questions :  and  by 
Tirtue  of  this  power,  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment rescind  all  former  acts  of  parliament, 
that  is  much;  but,  which  is  more,  all 
ecclesiastical  acts,  which  may  be  found  in- 
eonsifltent  with  this  erastian  power  in  the 
sovereign.  It  is  well  this  law  is  a  non 
habaUe  potutaiem^  and  more  than  any  court 
on  earth  can  do,  and  materially  a  cassing 
and  abrogating  the  scriptural  rule. 

I  shall  only  further  notice,  that  this  act 
was  not  only  gravaminous  to  all  presbyter- 
ians,  but  many  of  the  prelatists  themselves 
were  dissatisfied  ndth  it  Mr  Collier  speaks 
of  it  as  strong  and  comprehensive  language; 


and  Bishqi  Rennet  aays,  **  It  was  ^^^ 
the  dispensing  power  at  the  greatest 
height,  and  while  indulgence  was  part  of 
the  politic  of  England,  all  hopes  of  it  were 
removed  in  Scotland."  It  would  seem  the 
author  knew  not,  that  another  indulgence 
was  given  in  the  year  1672.  However,  the 
present  set  of  bishops  in  Scotland,  as  fiir  as 
I  know,  what  from  one  view,  what  from 
another,  went  into  it;  yet  as  many  of  their 
cleigy  as  had  a  regard  to  protestant  princi- 
ples, or  owned  any  spiritual  power  in  the 
church,  and  were  unwilling  to  give  up  all 
the  rights  of  the  ^  Christian  constitution" 
to  the  civil  magistrate,  disliked  it  How- 
ever, it  passed,  and  was  a  very  good  mean 
to  advance  the  present  scheme  of  absolute 
government  in  the  state.  Slavish  principles 
very  soon  introduce  tyranny  in  practice; 
and  erastianism,  as  well  as  popery,  is  a  very 
good  handle  for  introducing  arbitrary  gov- 
ernment ;  and  a  papacy  in  the  state,  natively 
leads  to  tyranny. 

This  was  the  first  and  most  remarkable 
act  of  this  session,  and  I  find  it  very 
natively  followed  by  the  second  act,  **  anent 
the  militia,"  wherein  the  power  of  arming 
the  subjects^  and  raising  them  in  arms,  is 
likewise  placed  among  the  **  inherent  rights 
of  the  crown :"  although  by  many  former 
laws  weapon-shewing,  and  the  fencible  men 
in  every  shire,  their  being  armed  for  their 
own  defence,  is  declared  to  be  the  privilege 
of  Scotsmen.  Thus  in  the  first  room  our 
religious  and  reformation  rights,  and  next 
our  lives  and  civil  liberties,  are  laid  at  the 
king's  feet,  to  be  trampled  upon. 

Their  fifth  act  is,  "  for  the  security  of  the 
persons  of  the  clergy,"  whom  the  law  now 
calls  orthodox.  This  upon  the  matter  hath 
been  already  considered,  upon  the  council's 
proclamation  above  to  the  same  effect  I 
find  it  comes  to  ihe  parliament,  from  the 
privy  oounciL  Upon  the  20th  November, 
their  records  run,  <*  An  act  to  be  brought 
into  the  parliament,  ratifying  two  acts  in 
&vours  of  the  orthodox  cleigy,  being  read 
in  council  the  lords  approve  thereof,  and 
ordain  the  same  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
lords  of  the  articles."  This  method  of 
transmitting  of  acts  of  parliament  from  the 
privy  council,  was  both  needful  to  thft 
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iBfiO  ^^^^  '^  ^  ^  oomiderabLe  use  to 
them ;  but  I  leave  it  to  be  examined 
by  Uwyen.  No  more  obeenres  on  the  act 
itself  are  necessaiy :  every  reflectin^f^  person 
must  lee  the  neocBsity  of  all  just  meauures 
for  the  safety  of  a  guepel  minister  in  his 
parish :  and  the  clerjjrynian**  suitable  carriage 
to  lus  station,  and  the  rules  of  it»  will  be 
one  of  the  best  guards  about  him.  But  this 
act»  when  I  read  it,  appeared  calculated  to 
serve  a  party,  and  containing  several  unreas- 
onable clauses.  It  seems  hard,  that  if 
wicked  people  shall  attack  a  miiuster*s 
house  or  person,  and  his  parishioners,  if 
they  do  not  apprehend  and  bring  to  a  trial 
the  persons  guilty,  be  made  liable  to  make 
up  the  minister's  damage,  with  the  interest 
of  it;  when,  it  may  be,  it  was  plainly 
impossible  for  them  to  apprehend  the  rioter; 
and  probably  they  knew  nothing  about  the 
attempt,  and  were  never  called  to  assist 
their  minister  when  insulted.  However, 
as  those  attacks  were  designed  at  first  for 
pretences  to  keep  up  a  standing  army,  so 
aftem-ards  they  became  a  good  handle  for 
extorting  huge  sums  of  money  from  presby- 
terian  heritors  in  parishes,  perfectly  innocent 
of  these  riots;  and  a  good  occasion  for 
some  of  the  poorer  sort  of  the  curates,  to 
get  a  swinging  sum  from  their  parishionen. 
No  more  was  to  be  done,  but  casting  them- 
selves in  the  road  of  a  rabble,  and  endeavour 
to  get  some  small  thing  to  be  taken  out  of 
their  houses,  and  then,  to  be  sure,  they  had 
it  made  up  with  interest,  cent,  per  cent 
profit  However  unreasonable  this  act 
appears  to  be  as  to  the  particular  oongr^gap 
tions  where  the  <Krthodox  clergy  were,  and 
whatever  misimprovement  some  of  them 
made  of  it,  I  would  not  be  understood  by 
these  remarks,  to  vindicate  any  irregular 
attempts  made  upon  their  persons.  It  hath 
been  observed,  that  few  or  no  presbyterians 
were  engaged  in  those  attempts,  as  far  at 
least  as  my  information  bears ;  but  if  any 
were,  I  leave  them  to  answer  for  themselves. 
Upon  the  whole  it  will  appear,  that  nothing 
by  some  was  thought  too  high  at  this  time, 
for  the  orthodox  and  established  clergy, 
and  nothing  too  severe  for  presbytcrian 
ministers,  and  the  suffering  people  who  ad- 
hered to  them. 


The  11th  act  of  this  session,  December 
15th,  1669,  <*  Concerning  the  forfeiture  of 
persons  in  the  late  rebdlioD,**  deserves  a 
room  in  this  collectum;  and  so  the  reader 
will  find  it  below.*  It  is  a  ratification  of 
what  the  council  and  justiciary  had  done 
fonneriy,  as  we  have  heard.  From  the 
reading  of  this  act  the  reader  will  easily 
perceive,  its  design  is  to  cover  and  cloak 
former  illegal  and  arbitrary  actings,  when 
done.  The  people  concerned  were  con- 
scious to  themselves  they  had  gone  contrary 
to  practick  and  reason,  in  forfeiting  gentle 
men  iu  absence,  and  that  they  had  assumed 

•  Actanent  wuniMter$,  November  SOthf  106BL 

Forannueh  at  the  king*!  majesty,  oQiMidtrim 
how  just  and  necessary  it  was,  that  the  orthodox 
clei^  should  be  protected  from  the  violeoee  sf 
dissected  and  dislojal  persons,  did  dMrsfim^ 
with  adTioe  of  bis  privy  oouneil,  by  hisroyd 

Sroclamationsof  the  I5th  of  March,  and  IStfa  sf 
une,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  aixty-MTta, 
command  and  charge  all  heritors,  lifereoloib 
and   others,  having  any  real   interest  or  imt 
within  the  sereral  parisnes  of  the  kinf  dom,  tt 
protect,  defend,  and  secure  the  pcfvona,  fsmillrfi 
and  goods  of  their  ministers,   not  only  in  thi 
exercise  of  their  ministerial  function,  but  ia 
their  dwelliiw-houses,  or  being  dsewhare  within 
the  parish,  from  all  injuries,  affronts,  and  pre- 
judices, which  they  might  incur  in  their  peraoof 
or  goods  from  the  yiolenoe  and  invasion  of  aar 
disaffected,  disloyal,  or  other  wicked  person :  with 
certification,  if  the  acton  of  such  outrages  should 
not  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  trud,  by  the 
means  and  diligence  of  the  parishioners,   the 
parishioners  should  be  dfcemed  to  pay  to  the 
suffering  minister,  for  reparation,  damage,  and 
interest,  such  a  sum  and  tine  as  hia  auJsMy't 
council  should  determine,  as  is  more  fully  cxprot 
in  the  said  proclamations.     And  the  estatfsof 
parliament,  naving  taken  to  their  conaidcratioa 
the  proceedings  of  his  majesty's  council  herein, 
and  tiuding,  that  the  protection  of  the  orthodox 
clergy,  and  the  restraining  of  the  Inscdency  <tf 
disaffected,  disloyal  and  wicked  persons  at  thi« 
time,  did  require  more  nor  ordinary  means  and 
care  from  his  msjesty's  council,  have  tbercftfs 
thought  fit:  likeas,  his  mi^esty,  with  adviei 
and  consent  of  his  estates,   doth  hereby  nlifr 
and  approve  the  two  proclamations  atoresud, 
and  tlM  proceedings  of  his  majesty's  eoiindl  in 
prosecution  thereof,  and  authorizetb  them  still  ts 
prosecute  the  same,  as  occasion  shall  offer,  nntil 
his  majesty  In  his  next  parliament  give  furdwr 
orders  themn :  and  it  is  declared,  that  this  act 
is  and  shall  be  but  prejudice  of  any  former  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament,  made  against  the  invaders 
of  ministers,  and  of  the  pains  therein  ooondned ; 
and  particularly  the  twenty-seventh  act  of  the 
eleventh  parliament  of  king    James    VI.  and 
seventh  act  of  king  Charles  1.  his  parliamcot,  in 
anno  16S3,  which  actt  his  majesty,  with  advice 
foresaid,  doth  hereby  ratify  and  approve,  and 
declares  the  same  to  stand  in  full  force,  stfvngUi 
and  effect  in  time  coming. 
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diaiiieiitaiy  power,  in  forfeiiiiig^  the 
■  Taanls  in  the  methods  they  took : 
fore,  ex  post  factOj  they  must  haye 
new  Uw  to  save  their  hacon.  It  is 
»r  plain,  that  in  this  act  there  is  a 
mentary  forfeiture  passed  upon  those 
OS  in  absence,  and,  as  far  as  I  can 
vtand,  never  cited  before  the  parlia- 
,  that  what  the  gentlemen  had  to  say 
st  so  extraordinary  a  step,  might  be 
.  In  the  last  room  it  may  be  obserred, 
k  parliamentary  right  and  power  is  here 
oyer  to  the  lords  of  the  justiciary  for 
me  to  come ;  to  wit,  the  forfeiting  of 
nous  of  all  conditions  and  ranks  in 
]f  rebellion,  or  rising  in  arms  upon  any 
noe  whatsoever.  I  need  not  show 
bard  this  is,  to  subject  the  lives  and 
m  of  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  others, 
m  G^irioe,  humour,  and  party  spite  of 
ir  duree  men ;  and  all  in  the  absence 
I  parties. — The  rest  of  the  acts  of  this 
Ml  relate  to  civil  matters,  in  as  fiur  as  I 
noliced,  and  so  I  meddle  not  with 
.  The  parliament  rose  upon  the  23d 
eoember  this  year.  I  come  now  to 
tofether  several  other  things  relative 
rcabyterians  during  this  year,  which  I 
pMsed  in  the  former  Sections. 

SECT.  IV. 

ke  coniimted  iuffarmgs  of  some  penom 
\o  had  been  at  PentUmd,  the  imprisoned 
utknun^  and  some  other  things  this  year 
169. 

•eoonnts  of  the  sufferings  upon  the 
I  of  conventicles,  of  the  indulgence  and 
adnre  of  the  parliament  this  year,  have 
bo  ao  great  a  length,  that  I  shall  despatch 
t  linrther  offers,  as  to  the  state  and  suf- 
ipi  of  presbyterians,  very  quickly. 
10  council's  letter  to  the  archbishops 
ffggt  was  noticed,  anent  the  sending  in 
of  papists.  I  find,  February  4th,  this 
y  lliey  bring  in  some  lists,  and  lay  them 
KO  the  council;  but  it  seems  their  heart 
not  so  much  in  that  necessary  work* 
B  hunting  down  presbyterians;  for  the 
idl  record  it,  that  many  lists  are  want- 


ing, and  refer  the  whole  afiair  to  a  ^^^ 
committee,  whoae  report  I  do  not 
meet  with  this  year;  and  in  prosecution  of 
an  act  made  last  year  against  quakers,  upon 
the  244h  of  June,  the  laird  of  Swinton  is 
sent  prisoner  to  Stirling  Castle.  How  long 
he  continued  there,  I  know  not 

Hardships  are  continued  upon  such  who 
had  been  concerned  in  Pentland.  Ireland 
had  been  a  retreat  to  some  of  them;  but  all 
pains  was  taken  to  discover  them  in  their 
hidings  there:  and  so  John  Cuningham  of 
Bedlane  came  to  be  apprehended  there. 
Notice  was  soon  given  to  our  managers,  and 
he  sent  over  to  Scotland.  February  4th, 
**The  council  being  informed,  that  John 
Cuningham  sometime  of  Bedkme,  who 
was  in  the  late  rebellion,  is  apprehended  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  appoint  the 
magistrates  of  Ayr  to  receive  him  as  pri- 
soner, when  sent  over."  The  same  orders 
are  sent  to  Irvine  and  Greenock,  if  he  shall 
be  brought  into  any  of  these  ports,  and 
Bedlane  is  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to 
Dumbarton  Castle.  In  April,  I  find  he 
comes  over;  and  after  some  little  time  in 
Glasgow  tolbooth,  he  is  sent  to  Stirling 
Castle:  here  he  continued  a  long  time,  and 
in  Dumbarton  Castle,  as  we  may  hear  upon 
the  after  years. 

Upon  the  10th  of  June,  the  council  pass 
a  sentence  of  banishment  upon  Robert 
Gibson,  Robert  Pliton,  Robert  Harper,  and 
William  Cuthbertson.  They  were  brought 
in  by  Major  Cockbum,  from  the  parish  of 
Fenwick,  and  the  country  about,  and  con- 
fessed their  being  at  Pentland,  and  were 
ordered  to  be  transported  to  the  plantations. 
I  hear  many  others,  whose  names  are  not 
come  to  my  hand,  were  served  the  same 
way. 

Cannon  of  Mardrogat,  of  whom  before, 
when  it  is  found  his  discoveries  are  not  so 
important  as  they  expected,  and  yet  they 
find  him  willing  to  serve  their  purposes, 
upon  the  7th  of  January  he  hath  the  liberty 
of  a  free  prisoner  granted  him :  and  upon 
September  2d,  he  gets  his  remission  from 
the  king,  and  afterward  proved  worthy  of 
it,  and  not  unuseful  to  the  persecutors. 
Robert  Chalmers,  of  whom  likewise  in  the 
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fonner  yean,  gives  in  a  petition  to 
*  the  council,  April  6th,  and  they  r^ 
commend  him  to  Lauderdale  for  a  remis- 
sion ;  and  upon  the  5th  of  July  it  is  grante€L 

The  west  country  gentiemen  before  men- 
tioned, are  this  year  a  littie  more  favourably 
dealt  with,  but  still  continued  in  their  con- 
finement. Sir  George  Maxwell,  February 
25th,  is  allowed  to  stay  some  time  at  Edin- 
burgh about  his  necessary  affiurs;  and  upon 
March  4th,  the  council  prolong  his  liberty 
to  continue  there  till  May ;  and,  upon  May 
5th,  it  is  continued  till  June :  and  Cuning^ 
hamhead,  upou  the  25th  of  February,  is 
allowed  by  the  lords  to  go  to  his  house  at 
Kirrelaw,  until  the  15th  of  March,  and  that 
to  search  for  some  writs  which  nearly  con- 
cern his  afiain.  This  is  all  I  find  about 
them,  till  the  end  of  this  year,  these  worthy 
gentiemen  were  put  to  no  small  trouble  and 
charges,  in  petitioning  for  these  littie  fiivours 
now  and  then  granted;  and  I  take  them  to 
have  been  still  in  prison  at  Stirling,  except 
at  these  times  forementioned.  Another 
gentleman  I  have  not  met  ndth  before, 
brought  under  confinement  from  mere  jeal- 
ousy and  suspicion,  without  any  thing  laid 
to  his  charge,  which  has  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, is  colonel  llobert  Barclay.  July  29th, 
the  council,  upon  his  petition,  allow  him  to 
reside  at  his  own  house  at  Urry,  and  confine 
him  within  three  miles  about  it,  until 
January  next:  and  in  August  1670,  I  find 
the  council  take  off  his  restraint  This  is 
all  I  have  anent  him.  This  year  likewise, 
the  council  now  and  then  are  doing  some 
acts  of  justice  to  gentiemen,  and  others, 
who  had  been  oppressed  by  Sir  William 
Bannantyne.  Upou  the  8th  of  July,  I  find, 
upon  a  petition,  Gilbert  M*Adam  of  Water- 
head,  is  ordered  to  receive  up  from  the  clerk 
one  bond  of  six  hundred  merks,and  another 
of  seven  hundred  merks,  extorted  by  vio- 
lence from  him  by  Sir  William :  and  upon 
the  29th  of  July,  WaUace  of  Camel,  in  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  gets  up  a  bond  of  his,  extorted 
by  the  same  man.  Many  other  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam's oppressions  escaped  the  council,  and 
cannot  now  be  recovered. 

When  the  indulgence  was  resolved  upon, 
and  about  the  time  of  the  granting  of  it. 


some  lenity  was  shewad  to  aome  pmbjt^ 
rian  ministers,  who  had  been  long  confine^ 
and  had  no  oocasioa  to  keep  oonventida^ 
save  in  their  rooms  in  the  prison,  whither 
somecame  and  joined  with  tiiem  in  wonfaip. 
Thus  BIr  Thomas  Wylie,  of  whom  befon^ 
after  he  had  been,  suice  the  (year)  1663^  or 
1664,  confined  to  Dundee,  and  in  Octobv 
1667,  had  been  pennitted  to  come  besootfc 
Tay,  with  an  express  prohibition  to  oona 
within  four  miles  of  Edinbui^h,  is,  Mij 
this  year,  allowed  to  come  to  Edinboigii 
about  necessary  afiairs ;  and,  June  4th,  la 
liberty  is  continued  without  a  day,  npon  Ui 
giving  bond  to  appear  before  the  conna^ 
when  called.  This  way  several  of  the 
isters  and  others  got  out  their  long 
ments.  August  3d,  the  privy  ooondi  htof 
informed  of  the  sober  and  good  carriagv  tf 
Mr  Robert  Duncan,  late  minister  at  Dum^ 
bamy,  under  his  confinement,  and  that  In 
hath  been  under  restraint  for  several  yeai^ 
take  off  the  restraint,  and  declare  him  frML 
to  go  about  his  lawful  affairs.  And,  Sej^ 
tember  1st,  Mr  Donald  Cargill  gives  ina 
petition  to  the  council,  begging  that  Ui 
confinement  beyond  Tay,  may  be  taken  cC 
and  he  allowed  to  come  to  Edinburgh  aboit 
law  affairs.  The  council  allow  it  to  W 
taken  off  providing  he  enact  himself  not  to 
reside  within  the  town  of  Glasgow,  npoa 
any  occasion  whatsomever,  nor  in  the  town 
of  Edinburgh  and  suburbs  thereof,  withoat 
warrant  from  the  lords  of  session  and 
exchequer. 

I  cannot  leave  the  history  of  this  year, 
iidthout  taking  notice  of  some  actings  of  the 
archbishop  of  Glasgow,  and  his  dioce«B 
meeting  there,  at  this  time,  about  the  king^s 
suprenuu^,  which  made  a  very  great  noisc^ 
and  issued  in  the  demission  of  the  arch- 
bishop, and  a  council  process  against  two  of 
the  members  of  the  synod.  Most  part  o£ 
this  account  I  shall  draw  from  the  recordi 
of  the  council  The  greatest  part,  by  far, 
of  the  indulged  ministers,  were  in  the  bounii 
of  the  diocese  of  Glasgow;  and  the  liberty 
granted  to  presbyterian  ministers,  did  exceed- 
ingly gall  the  bishop  and  his  underlings 
Accordingly,  when  they  meet  in  their  synod, 
in  September  this  year,  the  bishop  and  they 
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agree  upon  a  pap^r,  entitled  "  A  Remon- 
stnnoe.'**  I  have  not  teen  it;  but  by 
fKfm  writ  about  this  time,  it  is  said  to 
contain  a  heaTy  complaint  against  the  indul- 
geaoe^  and  the  council's  placing  persons, 
Ijinp  under  ecclesiastic  censures,  into  the 
Bunistry  at  their  old  charges,  or  elsewhere, 
when  neither  the  bishop  or  synod  had  ever 
gifen  the  least  shadow  of  relaxation  from 
those  censures.  This  paper  likewise  bore 
pratty  hard  upon  the  king's  supremacy  in 
eodeaiastio  matters;  and  no  great  regard 
WM  shown  in  it,  either  to  the  acts  of  par- 
Enaent  made  about  this,  or  the  oaths  the 
fmhfri  of  the  synod  were  under  to  main- 
tain and  support  it  The  prelates  and 
*  paanve  obedience"  gentlemen,  when  the 
WTCieign  goes  their  way,  have  nothing  but 
tke  pndses  of  the  prerogative,  and  unlimited 
poirer  of  the  prince  in  their  mouth;  but 
when  they  are  crossed,  and  touched  in  their 
own  tender  points,  they  can  kick  and  fling 
against  a  court,  as  well  as  others.  As  long 
aithe  king's  supremacy  was  exerted  for  the 
iabringing,  support,  and  maintenance  of  the 
UdiopSy  none  are  so  fond  of  it  as  they ;  and 
it  is  preached  up  as  an  inherent  right  of  the 
WMWB,  and  what  not  Let  the  tables  be 
tsned  but  a  little,  and  a  few  presbyterian 
■inisten  indulged,  and  some  restraint  laid 
ipon  their  persecuting  spirit, "  nature  rebels 
against  principle,"  and  the  passive  prelates 
alter  their  note.  How  happy  a  thing  is  it, 
vhen  all  matters  and  persons  are  kept 
vithin  their  just  and  reasonable  limits  and 

Such  a  paper  as  this  could  not  but  very 
aion  make  a  noise,  being  so  plain  an  attack 
ipon  the  managers;  and  so  1  find,  upon  the 
iMt  of  September,  the  council  have  this 


•  "  A  eopy  of  this  was  procured  hj  indirect 
iMibsdfl,  and  it  was  sent  op  to  court.  At  soon 
m  the  kiog  saw  It,  he  eaid  it  wai  a  new  wewtem 
ranomtranoe,  and  he  ordered  that  Burnet  should 
Bet  be  Hiirered  tneome  to  the  parliament,  and  that 
he  ihoiihl  be  praeeeded  aKslnit  ae  far  as  the  law 
0Miid  carry  tne  matter.'*— Burnet's  History  of 
Us  Own  Times,  vol.  i.  p.  il7.  "  Nor  was  this 
paper,"  Mys  Sir  George  Jlif aclcensle,  "  less  sedi- 
tkios  than  the  remoDstrance,  nor  the  archbishop 
«f  Giamw,  more  innocent  than  James  Guth- 
rie, fornoth  equally  designed  to  debar  the  king 
frMD  IntenKMing  any  way  in  the  aflklrs  of  the 
choreh."  JHiatory  of  Scotland,  pp.  157, 158.— Ed, 


affair  before  them.     I  shall  insert 
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their  own  words.  "  The  lords  of 
privy  council  being  informed,  that,  in  the 
late  synod  holden  at  Glasgow,  some  papers 
were  agitated,  debated,  and  passed,  under 
the  name  of  petition,  remonstrance,  or  griev- 
ances, which  may  tend,  in  the  consequences 
thereof,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  majesty's 
authority,  and  of  the  peace  of  his  govern- 
ment; they  do  therefore  reconunend  to,  and 
require  the  lord  archbishop  of  Glasgow, 
forthwith  to  call  for  the  foresaid  papers,  in 
whose  hands  soever  they  be,  and  to  present 
them  before  the  council,  at  their  meeting 
October  14th  next  As  also,  that  he  require 
Mr  James  Ramsay,  dean  of  Glasgow  (the 
deans  of  Hamilton,  where  he  now  was,  were 
deans  of  Glasgow  likewise,  as  I  am  told) 
and  BIr  Arthur  Ross,  parson  of  Glasgow, 
who  were  the  persons  who  formed  and 
drew  these  papers,  and  were  nominated  for 
presenting  and  prosecuting  the  same,  to 
compear  before  the  council  the  same  day : 
and  further,  require  the  archbishop  to 
produce  before  the  council,  the  day  foresaid, 
the  clerk  of  the  synod,  and  the  public 
records  thereof,  vrith  all  the  minutes,  votes, 
and  acts  passed  therein;  and  that  he  take  a 
special  care  that  no  copies  be  given  of  these 
papers,  nor  no  further  proceeding  therein, 
nor  prosecution  thereof,  until  the  lords  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  having  seen  and 
considered  the  same,  give  further  orders 
thereanent"  I  find  the  archbishop  is  in 
this  sederunt  of  council,  and  it  is  the  last 
time  I  find  him  there  for  several  years. 
Upon  October  14<th,the  conunissioner  I^au- 
derdale  produceth  before  the  council,  a 
paper  sent  by  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow ; 
and,  after  reading  it,  it  is  remitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  following  committee, 
duke  Hamilton,  earls  of  Tweeddale  and  Kin- 
cardine, the  register,  advocate,  and  the 
chancellor,  who  is  supernumerary.  Their 
report  is  made,  October  16th;  and  the 
council  form  the  following  act "  condemning 
a  paper  passed  in  the  synod  of  Glasgow." 

**  Forasmuch  as  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  being  informed,  that  in  the 
late  meeting  of  the  archbishop,  and  a  part 
of  the  aynod  of  Glasgow,  there  was  a  paper 
agitated  and  passed,  in  name  of  tha  axc;\^ 
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fonner  yean,  giTes  in  a  petition  to 

'  the  council,  April  6th,  and  thej  r^ 

commend  him  to  Lauderdale  for  a  remia- 

sion ;  and  upon  the  5th  of  July  it  is  grante€L 

The  west  country  gentlemen  before  men- 
tioned, are  this  year  a  little  more  &¥ourably 
dealt  vriihf  but  still  continued  in  their  con- 
finement. Sir  George  Maxwell,  February 
25th,  is  allowed  to  stay  some  time  at  Edin- 
burgh about  his  necessary  affiiirs;  and  upon 
March  4<th,  the  council  prolong  his  liberty 
to  continue  there  till  May ;  and,  upon  May 
5th,  it  is  continued  till  June :  and  Cuning^ 
hamhead,  uiK>n  the  )^5th  of  February,  is 
allowed  by  the  lords  to  go  to  his  house  at 
Kirrelaw,  until  the  15th  of  March,  and  that 
to  search  for  some  writs  which  neariy  con- 
cern his  afiain.  This  is  all  I  find  about 
them,  till  the  end  of  this  year,  these  worthy 
gentlemen  were  put  to  no  snuiU  trouble  and 
charges,  in  petitioning  tor  these  little  fiivours 
now  and  then  granted;  and  I  take  them  to 
have  beeu  still  in  prison  at  &>tirling,  except 
at  these  times  forementioned.  Another 
gentleman  I  have  not  met  with  before, 
brought  under  confinement  from  mere  jeal- 
ousy and  suspicion,  without  any  thing  laid 
to  his  charge,  which  has  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, is  colonel  Robert  Barclay.  July  29th, 
the  council,  upon  his  petition,  allow  him  to 
reside  at  his  own  house  at  Urry,  and  confine 
him  witliin  three  miles  about  it,  until 
January  next :  and  in  August  1670,  I  find 
the  council  take  ofi'  his  restraint  This  is 
all  I  have  anent  him.  Tliis  year  likewise, 
the  council  now  and  then  are  doing  some 
acts  of  justice  to  gentlemen,  and  others, 
who  had  been  oppressed  by  Sir  William 
Bannantyne.  Upon  the  8th  of  July,  I  find, 
upon  a  petition,  Gilbert  M'Adam  of  Water- 
head,  is  ordered  to  receive  up  from  the  clerk 
one  bond  of  six  hundred  merks,  and  another 
of  seven  hundred  merks,  extorted  by  vio- 
lence from  him  by  Sir  William :  and  upon 
the  29th  of  July,  Wallace  of  Camel,  in  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  gets  up  a  bond  of  his,  extorted 
by  the  same  man.  Many  other  of  Sir  Wil- 
lisun^s  oppressions  escaped  the  council,  and 
cannot  now  be  recovered. 

When  the  indulgence  was  resolved  upon, 
and  about  the  time  of  the  granting  of  it. 


some  lenity  was  thewad  to  aome  pmbjt^ 
rian  miniaters,  who  had  been  long  confine^ 
and  had  no  oocaaioa  to  keep  eonventida^ 
save  in  their  rooms  in  the  prison,  whitlwr 
some  came  and  joined  with  them  in  wonUp. 
Thus  BIr  Thomas  Wylie,  of  whom  befon^ 
after  he  had  been,  since  the  (year)  1663^  or 
1664,  confined  to  Dundee,  and  in  Octobv 
1667,  had  been  pennitted  to  oome  besootk 
Tay,  with  an  express  prohibition  to  oona 
within  four  miles  of  Edinbuigh,  is,  Mij 
this  year,  allowed  to  come  to  Edinboigii 
about  necessary  affairs ;  and,  June  4th,  Us 
liberty  is  continued  without  a  day,  upon  Ui 
giving  bond  to  appear  before  the  conn4 
when  called.  This  way  several  of  the 
isters  and  others  got  out  their  long 
ments.  August  3d,  the  privy  council  bci^g 
informed  of  the  sober  and  good  Garriage  «f 
Mr  Robert  Duncan,  late  minister  at  J>am^ 
bamy,  under  his  confinement,  and  that  In 
hath  been  under  restraint  for  several  yeBi% 
take  off"  the  restraint,  and  declare  him  frML 
to  go  about  his  lawful  affairs.  And,  Ssj^ 
tember  Ist,  Mr  Donald  Cai^gill  gives  intf 
petition  to  the  council,  begging  that  Ui 
confinement  beyond  Tay,  may  be  taken  cC 
and  he  allowed  to  come  to  Edinburgh  aboit 
law  affairs.  The  council  allow  it  to  be 
taken  off*  providing  he  enact  himself  not  to 
reside  within  the  town  of  Glasgow,  upM 
any  occasion  whatsomever,  nor  in  the  town 
of  Edinburgh  and  suburbs  thereof,  withool 
warrant  from  the  lords  of  session  and 
exchequer. 

I  cannot  leave  the  history  of  this  year, 
without  taking  notice  of  some  actings  of  the 
archbishop  of  Glasgow,  and  his  dioce«B 
meeting  there,  at  this  time,  about  the  king^ 
suprenuu^,  which  made  a  very  great  noisi^ 
and  issued  in  the  demission  of  the  arch- 
bishop, and  a  council  process  against  two  of 
the  members  of  the  synod.  Most  part  o£ 
tliis  account  I  shall  draw  from  the  records 
of  the  council  The  greatest  part,  by  fiov 
of  the  indulged  ministers,  were  in  the  bounii 
of  the  diocese  of  (ilasgow;  and  the  liberty 
granted  to  presby  terian  ministers,  did  exceed- 
ingly gall  the  bishop  and  his  underlingai 
Accordingly,  when  they  meet  in  their  synod, 
in  September  this  year,  the  bishop  and  they 
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agree  npon  a  paper,  entitled  "  A  Remon- 
stniioe."*    I  haye  not  teen  it;   bat  by 
p^en  writ  about  this  time,  it  is  said  to 
eontain  a  heavy  oompbdnt  against  the  induU 
fenee,  and  the  council's  placing  persons, 
Ijing^  under  ecclesiastic  censures,  into  the 
ministry  at  their  old  charges,  or  elsewhere, 
when  neither  the  bishop  or  synod  had  ever 
giren  the  least  shadow  of  rekxation  from 
those  censures.    This  paper  likewise  bore 
pretty  hard  upon  the  king's  supremacy  in 
ecdaaastic  matters;  and  no  great  regard 
was  shown  in  it,  either  to  the  acts  of  par- 
fiaiMnt  made  about  this,  or  the  oaths  the 
■onben  of  the  synod  were  under  to  main- 
tain and  support  it.     The    prehUes  and 
*  pasBiTe  obedience"  gentlemen,  when  the 
sorereign  goes  their  way,  have  nothing  but 
the  praises  of  the  prerogatire,  and  unlimited 
power  of  the  prince  in  their  mouth;  but 
when  they  are  crossed,  and  touched  in  their 
twa  tender  points,  they  can  kick  and  fling 
igsiDSt  a  court,  as  well  as  others.    As  long 
aithe  king's  supremacy  was  exerted  for  the 
iabiinging,  support,  and  maintenance  of  the 
hidiops,  none  are  so  fond  of  it  as  they ;  and 
it  is  preached  up  as  an  inherent  right  of  the 
VDfini,  and  what  not    Let  the  tables  be 
tsned  but  a  little,  and  a  few  presbyterian 
■inistcn  indulged,  and  some  restraint  laid 
ipon  their  persecuting  spirit, "  nature  rebels 
against  principle,"  and  the  passire  prelates 
alter  their  note.    How  happy  a  thing  is  it, 
when  all  matters  and  persons  are  kept 
within  theur  just  and  reasonable  limits  and 
VwndariesI 

Such  a  paper  as  this  could  not  but  very 
aMB  make  a  noise,  being  so  plain  an  attack 
wpon  the  managers;  and  so  I  find,  upon  the 
W  of  September,  the  council  have  this 


•  "  A  eopy  of  this  wm  procured  by  indirect 
aDTCbodfl,  and  it  wm  sent  ap  to  court.  As  soon 
as  the  Uog  saw  It,  he  said  it  was  a  new  western 
MBOBstranee,  and  be  ordered  that  Burnet  should 
Bsc  be  suffered  to  come  to  the  parliament,  and  tliat 
be  sheold  be  proceeded  against  as  far  as  the  law 
0snid  csiTTthe  matter.**— Burnet's  History  of 
lis  Own  Times,  vol.  1.  p.  417.  "  Nor  was  this 
'paper,"  way  Sir  George  Jlif ackensie,  «  less  sedj- 
tisas  than  Che  remonstrance,  nor  the  archbishop 
^  Olnrmr.  more  innocent  than  James  Guth- 
rie, fornoth  equally  designed  to  debar  the  king 
fram  IntenKMing  anv  way  in  tlie  aflkirs  of  tbe 
cbureh.*'  JHistory of  ScotUnd,  pp.  id?,  158.— Ed. 


afiair  before  them.    I  shall  insert 


1669. 


their  own  words.  **  The  lords  of 
privy  council  being  informed,  that,  in  the 
late  synod  holden  at  Glasgow,  some  papers 
were  agitated,  debated,  and  passed,  under 
the  name  of  petition,  remonstrance,  or  griev- 
ances, which  may  tend,  in  the  consequences 
thereof,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  majesty's 
authority,  and  of  the  peace  of  his  govern- 
ment; they  do  therefore  recommend  to,  and 
require  the  lord  archbishop  of  Glasgow, 
forthwith  to  call  for  the  foresaid  papers,  in 
whose  hands  soever  they  be,  and  to  present 
them  before  the  council,  at  their  meeting 
October  14th  next  As  also,  that  he  require 
Mr  James  Ramsay,  dean  of  Glasgow  (the 
deans  of  Hamilton,  where  he  now  was,  were 
deans  of  Glasgow  likewise,  as  I  am  told) 
and  Mr  Arthur  Ross,  parson  of  Glasgow, 
who  were  the  persons  who  formed  and 
drew  these  papers,  and  were  nominated  for 
presenting  and  prosecuting  the  same,  to 
compear  before  the  council  the  same  day : 
and  further,  require  the  archbishop  to 
produce  before  the  council,  the  day  foresaid, 
the  clerk  of  the  synod,  and  the  publio 
records  thereof,  with  all  the  minutes,  votes, 
and  acts  passed  therein;  and  that  he  take  a 
special  care  that  no  copies  be  given  of  these 
papers,  nor  no  further  proceeding  therein, 
nor  prosecution  thereof,  until  the  lords  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  haring  seen  and 
considered  the  same,  give  further  orders 
thereanent."  I  find  the  archbishop  is  in 
this  sederunt  of  council,  and  it  is  the  last 
time  I  find  him  there  for  several  years. 
Upon  October  14th,  the  conmiissioner  Lau- 
derdale produceth  before  the  council,  a 
paper  sent  by  tbe  archbishop  of  Glasgow ; 
and,  after  reading  it,  it  is  remitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  following  committee, 
duke  Hamilton,  earls  of  Tweeddale  and  Kin- 
cardine, the  register,  advocate,  and  the 
chancellor,  who  is  su])emumerary.  Their 
report  is  made,  October  16th;  and  the 
council  form  the  following  act "  condemning 
a  paper  passed  in  the  synod  of  Glasgow." 

"  Forasmuch  as  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  being  informed,  that  in  the 
late  meeting  of  the  archbishop,  and  a  part 
of  the  gynod  of  Gbsgow,  there  u-as  a  paper 
agitated  and  passed,  in  name  of  tha  axcbp^ 
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bisfaop  and  synod,  tending,  in  the 
consequenoes  thereof,  to  the  preju^ 
dice  of  his  majesty's  anthority,  and  the  peace 
of  his  government,  did  ordain  the  same  to 
be  prodaced  before  them:  which  being 
accordingly  now  done,  and  owned  by  the 
archbishop,  dean,  and  parson  of  Gksgow, 
to  be  the  true  paper;  and  the  council  haying 
considered  the  same,  and  having  also  con- 
sidered the  depositions  of  the  said  dean  and 
parson  of  Gbsgow,  who  were  employed  in 
the  drawing  diereof,  do  find  and  dedare  the 
same  to  be,  in  itself,  a  paper  of  a  dangerous 
nature  and  consequence,  tending  toward  the 
depraving  of  his  majesty's  laws,  and  miscon- 
structing  of  the  proceedings  of  his  majesty 
and  his  council,  and  in  the  manner  of  con- 
veying thereof,  to  be  most  illegal  and  un- 
warrantable; and  do  therefore  ordain  the 
same  to  be  suppressed,  and  no  copies  thereof 
to  be  kept  by  any;  and  dischai^  all  his 
miyesty's  lieges,  of  what  quality  or  function 
soever,  from  owning  or  countenancing  the 
said  paper,  or  any  other  paper  or  purposes 
of  that  nature  hereafter,  under  the  pains 
contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament  made 
thereanent ;  and  desire  his  majesty's  com- 
missioner, humbly  to  offer  his  majesty  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  in  this  matter, 
together  with  the  paper  itself,  to  the  end 
his  majesty  may  declare  his  further  pleasure : 
and  ordain  the  clerks  of  council  to  deliver 
up  to  his  majesty's  commissioner,  the  prin- 
cipal paper  passed  in  the  synod  of  Glasgow, 
with  the  depositions  of  the  dean  and  parson 
of  Glasgow  thereanent,  and  an  extract  of 
this  act  of  council  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
king. 

When  this  matter  was  considered  by  the 
king,  a  letter  came  down  about  December, 
laying  aside  archbishop  Burnet  from  acting 
any  more  as  archbishop  of  Glasgow.  He 
must  submit  to  the  royal  supremacy,  the 
author  of  his  being,  as  a  bishop.  His  own 
vote,  that  the  management  of  the  external 
government  and  policy  of  the  church,  and 
the  ordering  of  all  church  affairs  belonged 
to  the  crown,  bound  him  down  to  this  piece 
of  passive  obedience.*     Accordingly,  Ja- 

"  Barnet  remarks,  "  by  the  act  of  supre- 
macy, the  king  was  now  master,  and  could  turn 


nuary6Ch,  1670,  the 
in  council,  that  the  archbiahop  of  Gk^gow 
had  demitted  his  office  and  dignity  in  his 
majesty's  handstand  desired  his  name  might 
be  put  out  of  the  rolls  of  oooncil,  aa  bt^ng 
no  more  a  member  of  it    Mr  James  Bam- 
say  dean  of  Hamilton,  and  Mr  Arthur  Boss 
parson  of  Gksgow,  the  bishop's  gictt  took 
in  the  remonstrance,  were  examined  veiy 
narrowly  by  the  council ;  and  aa  we  have 
heard,  declared  all  they  knew,  upon  oath; 
and,after  having  owned  their  fiuilt,and  gota 
reprimand  from  the  council,  the  king  pardons 
them,  and  they  are  remanded  back  to  ^ar 
chai|^ :  but  Uio  archbishop  b  made  a  saov 
fice  to  the  royal  supremacy,  and  fiills,  firs 
while,  a  kind  of  joint  confessor  with  snfieri^ 
presbjrterians.    Nee  Ux  eMijustiar  vUa,  Aft 
And,  for  some  years,  Mr  Robert  Leightoi^ 
bishop  of  Dumblane,  had  the  archbishoprie 
of  Glasgow  in  commendamy  till  Burnet  «■ 
restored  again ;  which,  as  was  then  believe^  i 
was  by  gross  simony.    And  that  I  maycsil : 
the  whole  of  this  together,  the  archbidiop^  \ 
restoration  was   said  to  be   thns.     TiNj 
bishop's  daughter  was  married  to  the  bar  • 
of  the  estate  of  Elphinston,  and  had  a  v«y  | 
large  annuity  secured  upon  the  estate ;  ha  '\ 
husband  died  very  quickly  from  her:  thl; 
gentleman  who  fell  next  to  the  lordship  sf  i 
Elphinston,  came  in  suit  of  my  lord  Usl»  i 
toun's  daughter.    My  lord  knew  very  wd  j 
how  to  bestow  his  children,  and  was  unwil-| 
ling  to  engage  in  an  estate  so  considersUf 
burdened  with  the  bishop's  daughter's  join* 
tore.    At  length  this  expedient  is  faUen  ob| 
the  young  lady  is  prevailed  upon  to  give  a 
discharge,  and  make  a  renunciation  of  ha 
jointure  upon  Elphinston's  estate,  and  ny 
lord  Haltoun  found  means  to  get  the  arch- 
bishop her  father  restored  to  his  office  aal 
benefice.    This  made  some  say,  that  the 
bishop's  money,  who  gave  his  daughter  sa 
equivalent,  was  taken,  and  that  of  Simon 
Magus  was  not    From  this  account  vt 
may  notice,  how  much  a  stranger  to  Uui 
affair  Mr  Collier  is,  in  the  narrative  he  gins 
of  it,  voL  ii.  p.  895.    Justly  enough  ha 
observes,  that  the  act  assertory  of  the  kinf^i 


out  bishops  at  pleasure,    litis  bad  ita  first  eflSeci 
ou   Burnet,  who  was  offered  a  pendon  if  bi 


CHAP.  IV.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


145 


wuprmoMcj^  **  is  penned  in  strong  oompre- 
hcnBTe  UuDgnage :"  but  what  follows  does 
not  agree  with  the  fiu^ts  ahreadjr  laid  down. 
"  By  Tirtue  of  this  act,  Bnrnet,  archbishop 
of  Olasf  owy  was  dispomessed  of  his  see,  and 
Dr  Leighton  put  in  his  place.  This  re- 
moTe  was  made  by  the  high  commissioner, 
Lauderdale.  However,  the  court  being 
sensible  that  this  was  pushing  the  regale  to 
an  imnsual  extent,  gave  Leighton  only  the 
tide  of  commendator  of  (vlasgow  till  arch- 
Uahop  Burnet  was  prevailed  with  to  sign  a 
resignation :  but  this  being  looked  upon  as 
an  involuntary  cession,  the  Scottish  bishops 
were  shocked  at  it  The  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  likewise,  and  the  rest  of  the 
English  prelates,  thought  the  common  in- 
terest of  their  order  affected,  and  that  the 
episcopal  authority  was  struck  at  in  tlie 
Glasgow  precedent.  In  short  they  solicited 
so  heartily  in  the  cause,  and  represented  the 
bosiness  in  so  persuasive  a  manner  to  the 
king,  that  his  majesty  revoked  his  proceed- 
ings, and  archbishop  Burnet  was  restored.*' 
This  considerable  change  in  the  diocese 
of  Glasgow  made  some  alteration  in  the 
treatment  of  presbyterians  in  the  west,  as  I 
shall  next  year  have  occasion  to  observe : 
and  particularly,  it  seems  to  have  opened  a 
door  for  the  setting  at  liberty  the  west 
country  gentlemen,  who  had  been  so  long 
under  confinement.  Burnet  had  been  a  most 
violent  pusher  of  the  persecution ;  and  it  was 
generally  believed,  that  it  was  through  his 
influence,  and  from  some  base  design  he  had 
in  view,  that  several  of  them  were  incarcerate 
in  the  (year)  1665.  This  is  certain,  that  he 
had  been  at  court ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  came 
home,  warrants  were  issued  out  for  appre- 


woold  •ubmit  and  mlpi,  and  was  threntaned 
to  be  traated  more  Krereiy  if  he  itood  out.  He 
eaaaplied,  and  retired  to  a  private  state  of  life, 
and  Dore  his  dtsrrace  better  thRii  lie  had  d<itie 
hb  honours.  He  llTed  foor  years  in  the  shade, 
and  was  fenerally  much  pitied.  He  was  of  him- 
self good  natured,  and  sincere,  but  was  much  in 
the  power  of  others.  He  meddled  too  much  in 
thai  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  (which) 
ha  dM  not  undentand,  for  he  was  not  cot  out 
Art  a  coort  or  for  the  ministry,  and  he  was  too 
rcaaiai  In  that  which  was  properly  his  business, 
and  which  he  understood  to  a  f(ood  degree,  for 
ho  took  DO  manner  of  care  of  the  spiritual  part 
ofhis  foDctioo.'*— Burnet's  History  of  his  Own 
Times,  vaL  L  pp.  481,  4S8.— £c/. 


bending  Cnninghamhead,  Rowallan, 
and  Nethcr-PoUock,  and  the  others 
before  named.  The  gentlemen  were  living 
peaceably  at  home,  expecting  no  such  treat- 
ment, and  a  reason  was  never  given  them, 
why  they  were  imprisoned;  and,  by  all  the 
informations  they  could  have,  the  archbishop 
was  the  spring  of  all  their  trouble.  The 
three  just  now  named,  we  have  heard,  were 
continued  under  confinement,  when  others 
got  out  upon  the  bond  of  peace,  1668 :  and, 
towards  the  end  of  this  year,  as  far  as  I 
can  guess,  they  gave  in  the  following  suppli- 
cation unto  Lauderdale,  who  was  commis- 
sioner and  secretary. 

"  To  the  right  honourable  the  oommis- 
sionor  his  grace,  the  humble  supplication  of 
Sir  William  Cuningham  of  Cnninghamhead, 
Sir  William  Mure  of  Rowallan,  and  Sir 
George  Maxwell  of  Nether-PoUock,  show- 
eth, — That  whereas,  being  detained  more 
than  these  four  years  prisoners,  to  our 
heavy  prejudice  in  our  persons,  families  and 
affairs;  and  seeing  we  are,  through  tlie 
grace  of  God,  still  resolved  to  continue  in 
all  faithful  duty  and  loyalty  to  our  dread 
sovereign,  and  due  respect  to  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  kingdom ;  may  it  therefore 
please  your  grace,  in  consideration  of  the 
premisses,  to  order  our  releasement;  where- 
by your  grace  shall  not  more  evidence  his 
majesty^s  goodness,  and  your  own  affection 
to  his  majesty's  service,  than  oblige,  to  all 
thankful  acknowledgment,  yonrgrace*s  most 
humble  supplicants  and  servants, 

**  cuninghamhead, 
Rowallan, 
Nether-Pollock." 

The  reader  will  observe  with  me,  the 
caution  and  faithfulness  of  those  honourable 
and  excellent  confessors  for  the  truth,  and 
presbytery.  Like  good  subjects  as  they 
were,  and  still  had  been,  they  engage  to 
continue  in  all  faithful  duty  and  loyalty  to 
the  king,  and  duo  respect  to  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom :  and  yet,  as  became  covenanted 
presbyterians,  they  prudently  keep  them- 
selves free  of  any  promises  to  subject  to,  or 
approve  the  supremacy  and  constitution  of 
the  church.  Upon  this  supplication,  Lau- 
derdale, as  Gommissioiier  «nd  V^raX.  maaai^ « 
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.^^  ordLsra  their  libeimtion  from  Stiiiiiig 
*  OBStle,  where,  I  think,  all  the  three 
M'ere.  I  sappose  it  was  much  about  this 
time,  that  the  other  two  worthy  gentlemen, 
Sir  James  Stuart,  and  Sir  John  Chiesly, 
were  liberate,  since  I  find  no  more  account 
of  them  in  the  council  registers  after  this 
year;  but  I  haye  no  particular  accounts  of 
the  circumstances  of  their  liberation. 

Nothing  more  remarkable  offers  this  year, 
unless  it  be  two  attempts  made  upon  curates 
by  some  persons  in  the  end  of  the  year; 
some  hints  of  which  I  find  in  the  council- 
books.  "  Upon  October  20th,  the  privy 
council  being  informed  of  a  horrid  insolence, 
committed  upon  the  person  of  Mr  John 
Row,  minister  at  Balmaclellan  in  Galloway, 
do  ordain  all  accessory  to  it,  to  be  cited  in 
to  Edinbuiffh,  to  compear  before  the  coun- 
cil ;  and  likewise  the  parishioners  of  Balma^ 
clellan,  to  hear  and  see  themselyes  fined, 
and  otherwise  censured,  according  to  the 
acts  of  council  in  March  and  June,  1667.'* 
Mr  Row's  complaint  bears,  that  three  per- 
sons upon  the  SOth  of  September,  came 
into  his  house  in  women's  clothes,  about 
nine  of  the  clock  at  night,  and  took  him  out 
of  his  bed,  and  beat  him,  and  broke  up 
trunks,  presses,  &c.  and  took  away  what 
they  pleased.  All  this  is  libelled,  and  Mr 
Thomas  Warner,  James  Grier  of  Milmark 
his  fiUher  in  law,  Gordon  of  Holm,  Gordon 
of  Gordonston,  John  Caraan,  and  James 
Chalmers,  heritors  there,  are  charged  as 
acters,  committers,  at  least  contrivers  and 
assisters,  at  least,  have  since  supplied  or 
reset  them.  The  diet  being  short,  and  the 
distance  great,  they  came  not  up  to  the  first 
day,  and  were  all  found  guilty  upon  their 
non-compearance,  and  the  heritors  and  life- 
renters  of  Balmaclellan  are  decerned  to  pay 
Mr  Row  one  thousand  two  hundred  pounds 
Scots,  by  the  council,  November  26th.  As 
soon  as  these  persons,  and  the  other  heri- 
tors from  that  parish  could,  they  came  to 
Edinburgh,  and  appeared  before  the  council, 
and  offered  to  stand  their  trial:  but  nothing 
could  be  proven  against  any  of  them,  neither, 
as  fiur  as  I  can  learn,  were  any  of  the  parish 
concerned  in  that  riot  However,  the  gen- 
tlemen were  ordered  to  pay  their  shares  of 
the  fine  imposed.      This  man  Row  was 


indeed  a  very  ill  instrumeiit  in  the  aevmties 
in  that  country,  and  in  a  little  time  diaeov- 
ered  what  he  really  waa,  by  apoatatiziiY  onto 
popery. 

Another  instance  of  this  nature  I  find  in 
a  petition  finom  Mr  John  Lyon,  curate  at 
On*,  in  that  same  ooimtry,  November  26th. 

He  complains,  that  upon  fhe  day  of 

November,  three  persons  came  in  disguise  to 
his  house,  dragged  his  wife  oat  at  the  door, 
and  searched  for  himself,  but  missed  him, 
and  spoiled  his  house.  The  presbytery 
attests  the  account :  and  the  council  decern 
the  parish  to  pay  six  hundred  pounds  to 
him,  and  order  out  letters  against  one  John 
Smith,  alleged  to  be  ooacemed  in  this 
attempt. 

CHAP.  V. 

OF  THE  STATE  AND  SUFFERINGS  OF  FRBSBT- 
TERIAN8  IN  THE  TEAR  1670. 

During  this  year,  the  presbjrteriana  __ 
in  the  west  had  some  breathing 
time,  partly  by  the  indulgence,  and  in  part 
from  the  laying  aside  of  archbishop  Burnet: 
yet  the  indulgence  was,  piece  by  piece,  cur- 
tailed, and  rendered  as  uneasy  as  might  well 
be,  and  conventicles  were  borne  down  very 
much,  and  several  outed  ministers  brought 
to  no  small  difficulties.  The  parliament 
which  sat  in  July,  made  new  and  gravamin- 
0U8  laws;  and  this  year  is  closed  up  with  a 
cunning  and  eusnaring  proposal  from  bishop 
Leighton,  now  enjoying  the  bishopric  of 
Glasgow  in  cammendam,  for  an  acoommoda* 
tion  and  comprehension.  Those  things  may 
be  materials  for  the  following  sections. 

SECT.  I. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  indulged,  the  pene- 
cution  for  conventicles,  the  hardships  put 
upon  several  ministers  and  gentlemen  this 
year,  1670. 

When  the  indulgence  could  not  be  prevent- 
ed altogether  last  year,  the  bishops  and 
their  party,  now  endeavour  to  make  it  as 
uneasy  to  presbyterian  ministers  and  people, 
as  tliey  can.     As  Koon  as  the  council  had 
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rttolTed  upon  the  grantiiig  that  fkroiir,  the 
pralatei  laid  ont  themselyes  to  their  utmost, 
to  preT«nt  its  takings  effect  in  the  places 
where  it  was  desired.    Vacancies  in  the 
goath  and  west  were  pbnted  with  all  pos- 
mUo  azpedition,  that  so  presbyterian  minis- 
ters might  not  haye  access  to  tiiem ;  and 
they  Blade  no  great  matter  who  was  pat  in 
upon  the  people,  provided  a  presbyterian 
minister  was  held  out.    The  curates  when 
once  planted,  were  by  all  methods  kept  in, 
tboogh  nerer  so  ignorant,  yidous,  or  pro- 
fimeu    This  I  take  to  be  one  occasion  of  the 
issolts  of  some  angry  people,  upon  some 
few  of  the  incumbents,  the  end  of  the  last, 
aad  this  year,  which  have  and  shall  be 
Botioed  as  1  go  through.    Bishop  Leighton 
indeed  made  some  little  efforts  to  try  some 
of  the  curates  under  his  inspection,  but  we 
shall  find  it  was  in  a  very  superficial  manner. 
It  was  only  a  yery  few  parishes,  proyidentially 
vacant,  the  indulged   had  access  to,  and 
tereral  essays  were  made  to  get  them  outed 
eren  from  these,  and  regular  ministers,  as 
tkey  were  termed,  settled  in  them.    Yea, 
eren  in  some  of  the  pUu^es  to  which  the 
eonncil  named  presbyterian  ministers,  me- 
thods were  fiiUen  uptm  to  get  in  curates, 
before  they  came  tothem.    One  instanceof 
this  I  cannot  <miit  in  the  case  of  the  reyer- 
ead  Mr  John  Park,  indulged  to  the  burgh  of 
i^tnonaer,  which  made  a  yery  great  noise, 
aod  was  decided  most  partially,  the  dose  of 
the  last  year  or  the  beginning  of  this.    This 
worthy  person  was  a  man  of  great  solidity, 
very  sufficient  learning,  and  is  the  author  of 
the  treatise  upon  Patronages,  so  well  known 
io  this  church.    The  book  was  published, 
aad,  as  I  am  informed,  considerably  enlarged 
hf  his  son,  Mr  Robert  Park,  clerk  to  the 
genenl  assembly  afler  the  reyolution,  and 
town  derk  of  Glasgow,  a  young  gentleman 
if  cmiDent  piety,  and  great  suffidency  in  the 
ciyil  and  canon  law,  who  was  basely  mur- 
dered in  the  derk*s  chamber  at  Glasgow,  a 
fittle  after  the  reyolution.    To  preyent  Mr 
Psik's  return  to  Stranraer,  the  bishop  of 
GaUoway  admits  one  Nasmith  at  that  kirk, 
three  days  after  Mr  Psrk  was  indulged  by 
the  comidL    The  town  and  parish  would 
^ye  mo  countenance  to  Mr  Nasmith's  ad- 
BUMiOBy  Imt,  as  one  man,  adhered  to  their 


former  minister.    The  bishop  causes 
sununon  all  parties  in  to  Edinbui^h, 
that  the  council  might  determine  the  com- 
petition.   There  iayour  was  expected,  and 
got 

When  Mr  Park  appean  before  the  coun- 
cil, instead  of  the  question  of  precedency 
between  Mr  Nasmith's  admission  and  his 
act  of  indulgence,  which  was  the  point  upon 
which  he  was  dted;  Mr  Nasmith  libels 
Mr  Park  for  causing  lock  the  church  doors 
against  him,  after  his  admission  by  the 
bishop ;  the  fiilsity  of  which  was  made 
appear  by  many  of  the  people  of  Stranraer, 
cited  in  for  their  adherence  to  Mr  Park. 
Further,  he  accused  Mr  Park  of  engaging 
seyeral  gentlemen  about  to  leaye  their 
churches,  and  come  and  hear  him ;  and  of 
seditious  doctrine.  The  witnesses  adduced 
proyed  nothing,  and  Mr  Park  entirely  yin- 
dicated  himself;  notwithstanding  yery  mean 
and  base  methods  used  to  drcumyene  the 
witnesses  upon  oath,  with  captious  and  inyol- 
yed  questions,  such  as,  '^  Did  not  you  hear 
Mr  Park  pray  ?  '  Lord  pluck  up  eyery  plant 
which  our  Father  in  heayen  hath  not  plant- 
ed,' meaning  the  bishops."  Yet  all  would 
not  do,  and  the  committee  to  whom  the 
consideration  of  the  libel  was  remitted, 
brotgrht  in  the  libel  not  proyen.  At  length 
the  council  come  to  the  competition,  and 
when  it  was  alleged  for  Mr  Nasmith,  that 
his  presentation  was  prior  to  Mr  Park's, 
and  answered  by  Mr  Park,  That  it  was  a 
non  habente  potestatem,  the  king  being  pa- 
tron, and  the  bishop  having  most  illegally 
taken  upon  him  to  present ;  and  although 
Mr  Park's  act  was  eyidently  prior  to  Mr 
Nasmith's  admission,  yet  such  was  the  jus- 
tice of  these  times,  that  the  coundl  without 
eyer  so  much  as  hearing  Mr  P^irk  upon 
that  head,  determine  the  preference  to  Mr 
Nasmith. 

To  return  to  the  ministers  who  got  access 
when  they  were  settled  in  their  chaiges, 
they  soon  came  to  understand  their  case, 
and  straitening  circumstances,  to  be  worse 
than  they  expected.  Indeed  I  find,  the 
council,  upon  the  first  of  January  this  year, 
order  the  payment  of  their  stipends :  and 
their  act  runs,  "The  coundl  bdng resolyed, 
that  the  ministera  allowed  \o  i^iitiaK^  ^o^ 
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have  the  stipend  for  the  year  and 
'  crop  1G69,  oi^er  it  to  he  paid:  and 
88  to  the  Ann  due  to  some  of  the  relicts 
and  ministers,  they  ordain  eight  hundred 
merks  to  he  paid  by  the  collector,  and  four 
hundred  if  only  half  a  year  was  served  for.*' 
But  then  hardships  in  abundance  were  put 
upon  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  ministry 
The  prelates  complained  to  the  council, 
that  the  indulged  ministers  lectured  and 
expounded  a  portion  of  scripture  to  the 
people  before  forenoon^s  sermon;  which,  as 
it  had  been  most  iniquitously  laid  aside  by 
the  prelatic  preachers  since  the  restoration, 
so  they  alleged  it  was  a  hurtful  innovation, 
and  what  the  indulged  had  no  warrant  from 
authority  for.  They  further  complained, 
that  such  persons  were  not  allowed  by  them 
to  sit  in  their  sessions,  who  had  joined  in 
discipline  with  the  conformist  ministers. 
What  ground  there  was  for  the  last  com- 
plaint, 1  have  not  learned;  it  is  not  impro- 
bable they  would  choose  persons,  as  firm  to 
presbyterian  principles  as  they  could,  to  be 
members  of  their  sessions. 

It  is  very  true  the  indulged,  generally 
speaking,  did  lecture,  unless,  it  may  be,  in 
the  winter  season,  when  the  day  was  so 
bliort,  that  a  lecture  and  two  sermons 
could  not  be  kept  up,  without  casting  the 
people  at  distance  very  late.  And  I  am 
informed,  tliat  the  ministers  met  together 
after  getting  the  indulgence,  and  agreed  to 
keep  up  lecturing,  and  begin  where  they 
left  in  explaining  the  scripture,  when  forced 
from  their  churches.  They  knew,  that  the 
laying  aside  lecturing,  was  one  of  the  badges 
of  conformity,  since  the  (year)  1662,  and 
were  much  persuaded,  that  this  manner  of 
expounding  of  scripture  was  very  useful  and 
instructive  to  their  people,  and  had  been 
the  constant  practice  of  this  church,  and  is 
recommended  in  the  Directory  compiled  at 
Westminster,  and  approven  by  our  general 
assemblies.  Those  they  took  to  be  suffi- 
cient grounds  to  continue  in  tliis  practice. 
However,  the  council  discharge  it  by  their 
act,  January  13th,  as  follows.  *^  The  coun- 
cil understanding,  that  several  of  the  minis- 
ters allowed  by  their  special  warrant  to 
preach,  do  use,  before  they  begin  their 
sermon,  to  lecture  upon  some  part  of  the 


scripture;  and  oonsidering  that  this  foim 
was  never  used  in  this  chorch  before  the 
late  troubles,  and  is  not  warranted  by  au- 
thority, do  discharge  the  same,  with  oerdfi^- 
cation,  that  if  they  oootinue  to  use  it, 
they  shall  he  discharged  the  exercise  of 
their  ministry  within  this  kingdom :  and 
order  extracts  of  this  to  be  sent  to  nA 
minister."  That  the  indulged  ministsn 
were  not  warranted  by  authority  for  lectur- 
ing, is  a  mere  fetch  of  the  bishops.  They 
are  plainly  warranted  to  "exerdae  all  ths 
functions  of  the  mimstry,"  as  well  as  te 
preach ;  and  though  the  prelates  and  their 
underlings  had  laid  aside  this  practice,  yet 
that  nuide  it  not  the  less  a  very  proper  week 
of  the  ministry.  How  far  the  matter  of 
fact  is  true,  which  the  bishops  make  the 
council  to  "Say  in  their  act,  that  lecturiig 
was  not  used  before  the  (year)  1G38,  m 
this  church,  I  do  not  know :  but  this  I  ban 
remarked,  that  many  of  the  sermons  of  ov 
reformers  and  ministers,  after  the  refonnap 
tion,  were  upon  the  matter  lectures,  and 
generally  a  good  many  verses  were  gone 
through,  and  apposite  and  practical  notes 
raised  from  them,  and  these  but  very  briefly 
applied.  In  short,  no  solid  objection  csa 
be  formed  against  this  practice,  nor  any 
thing  of  weight  brought ;  unless  we  turs 
papists,  and  allege  that  it  is  dangerous  ts 
have  people  understand  the  scriptures,  and 
that  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion. 

We  shall  hear  upon  the  following  section, 
that  a  committee  of  council  came  west  ia 
April  this  year;  and,  among  other  parts  of 
their  work,  are  empowered  to  try  the  csi^ 
riage  of  the  indulged  ministers  in  their 
congregational  What  relates  to  the  ex* 
araination  of  the  indulged,  I  shall  bring  in 
here,  and  leave  other  things  they  did,  to 
their  own  room.  This  CM>mmittee  was 
mostly  uiged  by  the  bishops,  to  be  a  cheek 
upon  the  allowed  ministers,  and  to  persecutB 
for  nonconformity.  Upon  the  accounts  of 
this  committee,  the  brethren  who  had 
accepted  the  indulgence,  with  a  good  many 
others  who  had  not  this  favour,  met  together 
to  consider  what  was  fit  to  be  done  upon 
this  new  emergent  Tliey  foresaw  they 
would  be  challenged  for  lecturing,  whidi 
was  prescribed  by  the  approven  Directory, 
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imI  which  is  more  agreeable  unto  scrip- 
nre  institation.  They  were  now  in  casu 
mfettwmSf  and  it  was  the  general  opinion 
i  the  meeting,  they  should  keep  it  up. 
ioweyer,  I  am  informed  there  had  been 
liffierent  practices  among  them,  as  to  this 
nUic  exercise.  8ome  were  settled  in  the 
rinter  time,  and  had  forborne  it,  and  others 
rere  odd  to  haye  had  some  notice  of 
nmble  designed  against  them  upon  this 
eotv.  Others  altered  their  former  way, 
■d,  instead  of  one  chapter,  or  a  part  of  a 
arge  one,  read  two  or  more  chapters,  as 
vhat  was  nearest  the  prescription  in  the 
Directory;  and  were  blamed  by  some  for 
taking  this  juncture  to  alter  their  method. 
Others  read  a  whole  chapter,  and  pitched 
ipoo  some  yerse  of  it  for  their  text,  and,  in 
ipening  the  text,  expUined  the  context; 
nd  some  lectured  in  place  of  the  after- 
iQOo's  sermon.*  Those  different  practices 
HKther  satisfied  the  committee  of  council 
when  inquired  into,  nor  were  all  their 
baaiers  pleased  with  them.  Their  manage- 
■cnt  now  was  extremely  difficult,  and  tiie 
Kves  of  these  excellent  persons  were  made 
Mne  way  bitter  to  them,  through  hardships 
opon  all  hands.  Mr  John  Liyingstone,  in 
Us  letter  this  year  to  his  flock  at  Ancruin, 
censures  them  for  their  falling  into  those 
Afferent  ways,  and  yet  puts  a  high  enco- 
■inm  upon  the  ministers  themselyes. 

When  the  committee  came  to  Glasgow, 
IB  April,  the  indulged  ministers  in  that 
Bsigfabourhood  were  called  before  them,  and 
interrogated  one  by  one,  whether  they  had 
huptized  or  married  any  out  of  their  own 
eongregations  without  testimonials:  and 
eqiecially,  whether  they  had  lectured  since 
tke  council's  act  discharging  it  According 
Id  their  different  practices  they  answered, 
nd  generally  they  told,  that  they  read  and 
es]dained  a  chapter  or  two,  but  kept  within 
btf  an  hour.  When  they  were  asked, 
stet  they  resolyed  to  do  in  time  coming, 
by  the  president  duke   Hamilton,   one  of 


*  BIr  Wodrow  baa  already  told  us  that  be 

m  not  consider  the  indulgence  as  forming  any 

at  of  the  aofferings  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

V«  nboold  have  been  glad  to  know  what  he 

ofallthia.— i». 


them  said,  that  they  would  do  as  . 
they  had  done  formerly,  which  he 
hoped  their  lordships  would  not  be  offended 
at  AUofthem  subscribed  theiranswers,  and 
were  dismissed.  Next  week  the  committee 
went  to  Ayr,  and  the  indulged  ministers  in 
thatshireappeared  before  them.  There  ma^ 
ters  passed  much  the  same  way  as  at  Glasgow. 
As  to  lecturing,  they  gaye  a  naked  represen- 
tation of  their  practice;  and  as  to  the  time 
to  come,  they  answered,  they  would  con- 
tinue in  reading  andexplaining  scripture,  as 
far  as  time  would  permit;  and  signed  their 
answers.  It  was  generally  expected,  that 
when  the  report  was  made  to  the  council, 
all  their  licenses  would  be  taken  from  them ; 
but  the  Lord  had  more  work  to  do  by  them, 
and  moderate  measures  preyailed.  This  is 
what  I  haye  obseryed  this  year  anent  the 
indulged. 

I  come  now  to  take  a  yiew  of  the  proce- 
dure of  the  managers  against  conyentides, 
and  the  sufferings  of  considerable  numbers 
of  good  people  upon  this  score.  Lauder- 
dale, in  urging  the  indulgence,  alleged,  it 
would  be  the  most  effectual  n-ay  to  bear 
down  conyentides ;  and  accordingly  it  was 
giyen  to  such  ministers  as  were  reckoned 
the  wisest,  and  of  greatest  reputation,  and 
in  such  parishes  where  the  people,  and  espe- 
cially the  heritors  and  gentry,  were  most 
inclined  to  the  presbyterian  establishment. 
Meanwhile  new  proclamations,  and  seyere 
executions  of  the  former,  against  conyen- 
tides, were  uiged  and  effectuated  this 
year.  Afterwards  we  shall  meet  with  the 
acts  of  parliament  in  this  matter :  I  come 
here  to  consider  the  procedure  of  councU. 

January  13th,  the  commissioner  orders 
the  instructions  to  the  forces,  Noyember 
1667,  noticed  aboye,  to  be  sent  again  to  the 
soldiers,  with  this  additional  clause,  added 
by  the  council,  to  the  officers.  ''Upon 
notice  of  any  numerous  conyentide  kept 
since  Noyember  1st  last  past,  or  to  be  kept 
hereafter,  you  shall  do  your  utmost  endea- 
your  to  seize  the  minister,  and  send  him 
into  Edinbuigh  with  a  party,  and  the 
names  of  such  as  can  bear  v^itness  in  the 
thing.  You  are  also  to  seize  the  most 
considerable  heritors  and  tenants  present, 
and  require  bond  and  cauUotk  \a  v^'^^^ 
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beiwe  the  ooandl  at  a  certain  day ; 
'  and  ifthey  refute  to  giye  surety,  send 
them  in  with  a  party,  with  a  list  of  persons 
who  can  witness  against  them."  This  instruc- 
tion made  the  soldiers  very  severe,  and,  with 
what  fc^owed,  both  forced  ministers  and 
people  to  the  fields,  where  they  had  better 
access  to  disperse  than  in  a  house,  and  put 
some  to  bring  arms  with  them,  to  defend 
themselves  and  their  ministers.  Those 
instructions  are  followed  with  a  printed 
proclamation  against  conventicles,  agreed 
upon  in  council,  which  I  have  insert,  at  the 
foot  of  the  page.*  The  reader  will  observe, 
that  it  runs  a  little  more  severe  than  the 
former  papers  of  this  nature.  I  shall  not 
make  lai^  remarks  upon  it  The  army  are 
hounded  out  uptm  presbyterians  by  the 
instructions  just  now  spoken  of,  and  the 
whole  magistrates  through  the  country 
joined  with  them  in  this  persecution.  The 
country  is  oppressed,  and  the  soldiers 
encouraged,  by  the  lai^  sums  paid  them 
when  engaged  in  this  work ;  and,  as  was 
observed,  this  violence  obliged  ministers  and 
people  to  take  the  fields,  and  defend  them- 
selves the  best  way  they  could. 

The  council  being  informed,  February 
10th,  that  two  numerous  conventicles  were 
kept  lately  in  and  about  Kirkintilloch,  a  few 
miles  east  from  Glasgow,  send  orders  to 

*  Prodamation  ancnt  comvrUiclet,  Fef/ruary  Srd, 

167a 
Chsrloi,  &C.     Forasmuch  m  we  hsye  Uken 
into  consideration   the  disorderly  carriag^e   of 
wveral  heritors,  outed  ministers,  tenants,  and 
others  of  the  commons  within  this  kingdom,  by 
their  keeping  of  oonyenticles,  and  ba]>tizinff  of 
their  children  by  persons  not  pablirly  authorized 
and  allowed,    which    not   only   foments   and 
nourishes  separation  and  schism,  but  tends  to 
sedition  and  disturbance  of  the  public  peace: 
we  therefore,  with  ad  rice  of  the  lords  of  our 
privy  council,  do  hereby  require  all  sherifls, 
steimts,  bailies  of  reirality,  and  their  deputes, 
ma^Rtrates    of   burgns,    in    their    respective 
bounds,  and  cmnmissloners  of  the  militia,  to 
inform  themselves  where  such  conventicles  have 
been  kept,  since  the  19th  day  of  October  last, 
or  shall  happen  to  be  kept  thereafter,  and  to 
call  before  tliem  the  minUten  who  have  preach, 
ed,  or  shall  preach  at  them,  the  heritors,  and 
substantial  tenants  who  have  been  or  shall  be 
present,  or  have  bad  their  children  baptiased 
since  the  said  IfHb  day  of  October,  or  shall 
procure    them    to    be   baptized    by   any    not 
allowed  or  authorized  to  dio  the  same,  and  ac-  j 
cording  as  they  shall  find  any  of  them  guilty,  ■ 
that  they  take  caution  of  them  for  their  appear- 


the  eari  of  Linlithgow,  who  gave  the  infor- 
mation, to  seise  the  persona  of  Mr  JaoMi 

Hamilton  and  Mr Mitdidl,whopresch- 

ed;  and  send  them  into  Edinbnrgh ;  but  I  do 
not  find  they  were  at  this  time  catched. 

In  the  beginning  of  Mandi,  the  oouncfl 
call  for  the  magistrates  of  Bdinbmgh,  and 
give  them  up  their  bond  last  year  anciC 
conventicles^  and  require  them  to  giie 
another  in  the  same  terms  for  this  yesr. 
They  very  willin|(^y  give  it.  And  in  proi^ 
cution  of  this  obligation  against  convex 
ticles,  April  7th,  the  same  magistrates  an 
ordered  to  search  for  and  seise  the  persoa 
of  all  the  outed  ministers  within  the  towi, 
excepting  such  as  have  warrant  from  tht 
privy  council,  and  to  imprison  them.  An! 
such  as  have  warrant  are  to  enact  tho^ 
selves  under  bond  and  caution,  not  to  keap 
conventicles  during  their  stay  there ;  andtf 
they  refuse,  immediately  to  imprison  them 

The  coancil*s  committee  sent  to  tht 
west  country  in  April  this  year,  as  we  shdl 
find  by  their  instructions,  are  appointed  tt 
inquire  into  conventides,  and  punish  them 
I  have  but  very  few  accounts  of  their  pnn 
cedure ;  only  at  Glasgow  the  curates  gm 
in  lists  of  considerable  numbers  in  their 
res])cctive  parishes,  who  were  guilty  of 
nonconformity,  and  alleged  keeping  of 
venticles ;  and  some  were  fined  upon  thi 


ance  before  the  council,  whenever  they  shall 
be  called ;  and  in  case  any  of  them  be  caDei 
before  the  said  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  bailies,  ar 
magistrates  foresaid,  and  compear  not,  or  coh- 
praring  shall  refuse  to  give  caution,  that  they, 
with  the  advice  or  concurrence  of  the  Gaptai% 
lieutenant,  or  comet  of  any  of  the  militia  trosfs 
of  the  shire,  seize  upon  their  pen>ons,  and  send 
them  to  the  lords  of  our  council  by  a  party* 
which  party  shall  be  paid  at  18  fthillinf^  Scolas 
day  for  each  horseman,  and  three  shillings  ster- 
ling' for  the  officer  who  shall  command  from  tht 
time  of  their  setting  forth  till  their  return,  sad 
that  they  send  along  with  them  any  process  ar 
evidence  they  have  received  of  their  guiltlncH^ 
and  ordains  the  said  sheriff;  ste^rart,  baiHs^ 
magistrate,  or  commissioner  of  militia  from  tisM 
to  time,  to  give  an  account  of  their  diligence  ta 
our  council. 

lioTUEs  Chancellor,  Halkebton, 
IVIarmiai.l,  Bellf-mden, 

Hamilton,  Will.  Drcmxokd» 

AIoRTON,  John  Nisbet, 

Atholz,  Luckhakt, 

AlELT,  HrMF, 

TwEEDDALE,  Ch.   MaITLAXD, 

DUNDONALD,  WaUCHOP. 

SiNCLAia,  liOBERT  MuBEAT. 
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but  ptftioolara  I  haye  not  been  able 
toreooTer. 

Elixabeth  Cimingham,  Lady  Hildenton, 
I  find.  May  12th,  is  fined  by  the  conndl  in 
four  bondred  merks,  for  one  oonyentide 
kept  in  her  house;  and  several  persons 
were  brought  to  trouble  for  that  same 
BMcting.  Niool  Gardner,  merchant  in  Ediur 
bug^h,  is  fined  in  two  hundred  pounds,  for 
k^itising  a  child  of  his  there ;  and  which 
was  far  more  uneasy  to  him,  and  hard  in 
iIm]^  he  is  ordained  to  lie  in  close  prison 
■ntE  be  discover  who  was  the  minister. 
And  further,  James  Cladkson,  Archibald 
Henry,  William  Leick,  merchants  in  Edin- 
kn^gli,  and  David  Jamie,  tailor  there,  are 
iaed  in  one  hundred  pounds  each,  for  being 
at  the  said  house-conventicle.  Had  the 
■aoagers  got  as  much  for  every  hou8»> 
eonventicle,  they  would  have  soon  gathered 
ia  all  the  money  in  Scotland.  And  over 
Sid  above  all  these,  I  find  the  council,  this 
Mse  sederunt,  fine  the  magistrates  of  Edin- 
baig|i,aooording  to  their  bond,  in  fifty  pounds 
itarttng,  and  allow  them  reparation  from  such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  they  shall  find  guilty.  I 
dall  have  occanon,  ere  I  end  this  section,  to 
notice  some  harassings  for  two  or  three 
naiarkable  field-conventides  in  June  and 
July  this  year;  so  here  I  only  notice 
Robert  Bums  in  Glasgow,  fined  by  the 
oooncil,  July  29th,  for  the  above  mentioned 
conventiGle  at  Kirkintilloch,  in  a  hundred 
■oka.  I  observe  for  some  time  most  part 
of  the  fines  are  i^pointed  by  the  council  to 
W  given  to  the  widows  and  cliildren  of 
■imsters  who  suffered  for  their  loyalty 
before  the  restoration;  who  these  were, 
bath  been  noticed,  ministers  deposed  for 
cnor,  acandal,  insufficiency,  and  malignancy. 

Upon  the  11th  of  August,  the  council 
eo«e  to  lay  down  methods  for  suppressing 
qWTenticles,  and  examining  the  ministers 
vbe  ahall,  in  time  to  come,  appear  before 
tkem  upon  that  score,  which  I  give  here 
Aom  the  registers. 

Afmd  EiiMftrgum^  August  Uth,  1670. 
*  Sederunt,  the  lord  commissioner  his  grace, 
chancellor,  St  Andrews,  privy  seal,  Len- 
noi:,  Hamilton,  Morton,  Caithness,  Mui^ 
ray,Athole,Linlithgow,Dunfermline,Rox- 


1670. 


buigh,  Kellie,  Dumfries,  Weems, 
Airly,  Annandale,  Tweeddale, 
Kincardine,  Dundonald,  Drumlanrig, 
Yester,  Belhaven,  Duffus,  Bellenden, 
president  of  session,  register,  advocate, 
justice-clerk,  Lee,  Haltoun,  Niddry,  Sir 
Andrew  Kamsay. 

**  The  lords  of  the  committee  appointed 
for  considering  of  the  fittest  ways  and 
means  for  suppressing  of  conventicles,  having 
brought  in  several  proposals  to  the  council 
thereaneut,  to  be  offered  to  the  articles ;  as 
also  anent  the  assaulting  of  ministers*  per- 
sons and  houses,  and  disorderiy  baptizing  of 
children;  the  same  being  considered,  agreed 
to,  and  voted,  were  appointed  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  lords  of  tiie  articles. 

**  The  committee  having  offered  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  interrogatories  under- 
written should  be  put  to  such  ministers  as 
should  be  called  before  the  council,  the 
same  being  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be 
recorded. 

**  1.  Do  you  ordinarily  resort  to  the  ordi- 
nances in  the  parish  church  where  you  Uve, 
and  are  you  resolved  to  do  so  in  time 
coming?  2,  Have  you  kept  any  conven- 
ticles since  Michaelmas  last,  either  in  houses 
or  the  fields;  and  are  you  resolved  to 
forbear  for  the  future,  and  to  live  according 
to  Uw,  as  to  that  point  ?  3.  Such  ministers 
as  have  lived  orderly,  or  will  promise  to  live 
orderly  in  time  coming,  are  to  be  dismissed 
without  putting  any  judicial  declaration  to 
them ;  the  clerk  being  to  mark  what  they 
promise  thereanent.  4.  The  declaration 
following  is  to  be  put  to  such  as  have  lived 
orderly,  and  yet  will  not  agree  so  to  do 
for  the  future.  '  I,  A.  B.  promise  that  I 
shall  ordinarily  frequent  the  ordinances  in 
the  parish  church  where  my  residence  shall 
be  for  the  time,  and  that  I  shall  not  preach, 
nor  assist  either  in  houses  or  in  the  fields 
at  any  conventicles.*  5.  Such  as  have  not 
lived  orderly,  nor  will  engage  to  live 
orderiy,  and  to  forbear  to  be  present  at,  or 
keep  conventicles  in  the  future,  the  follow- 
ing declaration  is  to  be  put  to  them.  *  I, 
A.  B.  oblige  myself,  I  shall  not,  upon  any 
colour  or  pretext  whatsomever,  rise  in  arms 
against  the  king's  majesty,  or  any  hav\i\a; 
his  authority  or  commiHaion,  hot  A\«^  «E«aX 
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Ig,-^  nor  ooantenaiice  any  who  shall  so 
rise  in  arms.'  6.  Soch  as  are  cited, 
and  do  not  compear,  are  to  he  declared 
fugitives.  7.  ThiMe  who  refuse  the  first 
declaration,  are  to  be  confined ;  and  those 
who  do  not  giye  the  second,  are  to  be  pat 
in  prison,  and  thereafter  banished.*' — ^What 
use  was  made  of  these  proposals  will  best 
appear  from  the  severe  acts  of  parliament 
made  this  year,  which  I  leave  to  a  section 
by  themselves. 

By  this  time  the  reader  hath  some  view 
of  the  trouble  a  good  many  were  brought 
unto  for  conventicles  during  this  year,  and 
we  shall  meet  with  some  things  yet  harsher, 
if  once  I  had  considered  the  harassings  of 
some  of  the  outed  ministers,  and  presbyte- 
rian  gentlemen.  Among  the  ministers,  the 
order  of  time  leads  me  to  begin  with  the 
reverend  Mr  Andrew  Morton,  minister  of 
the  gospel  at  Carmunnock,  in  the  shire  of 
Lanark.  He  had  been  outed  from  his  parish 
with  the  rest  of  his  brethren,  and  living  oft- 
times  at  Glasgow,  now  and  then  he  did 
preach  and  keep  conventicles  among  his 
parishioners.  Upon  information  by  Mr 
Robert  Boyd,  curate  there,  he  was,  by  an 
order  from  the  commissioner,  apprehended, 
and  brought  into  Edinburgh,  and  January 
14th,  I  find  the  council  order  "  the  magis~ 
trates  of  Edinburgh  to  receive  the  person  of 
Mr  Andrew  Morton  prisoner,  and  keep  him 
close  from  all  company."  There  he  is 
brought  before  the  earl  of  Kincardine,  and 
the  king*s  advocate,  and  asked,  if  he  had 
preached  at  Carmunnock  since  he  was 
silenced  ?  He  acknowledged  he  had.  His 
examinators  blamed  him  very  hard  for  con- 
tempt of  the  law,  and  breaking  a  settled 
congregation.  He  replied,  that  he  con- 
temned not  the  laws,  but  reckoned  there 
was  a  great  necessity  of  preaching  the  gos- 
pel, when  ignorance  and  profanity  abounded, 
and  many  souls  were  perishing  for  lack  of 
knowledge;  and  added,  he  had  not  broken 
the  congregation,  for  they  had  withdrawn 
from  the  present  incumbent,  before  he 
preached  among  them.  They  further  ques- 
tioned him,  how  many  had  heard  him?  He 
answered  he  could  not  tell :  they  then  asked, 
who  had  heard  him,  aud  in  whose  house 
he  had  preached  ?    To  this  his  return  was, 


it  was  hard  to  make  him  inform  again 
others;  and  he  hoped  and  entreated  the 
kNrdshipc  would  forbear  him  in  this,  sine 
he  so  ingenuously  confessed  in  what  ooi 
oemed  himself.  They  made  him  sign  h 
answers.  When  those  where  laid  beforotii 
council,  he  was  called  in,  and  they  were  ra 
to  him,  and  the  chancellor  pronounced  h 
sentence,  that  he  n'as  to  be  continued  da 
prisoner  in  Edinburgh,  until  he  should  1 
transported  to  Stirling  Castle,  there  to  r 
nuun  during  the  oouncil*s  pleasure.  Acoof^ 
dingly,  January  27th,  I  find  him  sent  by  tl 
councirs  order  to  Stirling,  and  there  1 
continued  prisoner  until  the  3d  of  Nov«b 
ber,  when  by  reason  of  bodily  indispositio! 
contracted  by  this  confinement^  he  ivta  E 
erate,  and  confined  to  his  own  house  i 
Glasgow,  during  pleasure.  And  he  enadi 
himself  to  compear  when  he  should  I 
called ;  and  during  his  abode  at  Gluigoi 
he  preached  almost  every  day  to  such  of  tl 
citizens  as  came  to  hear  him,  except  tt 
Wednesday,  which  he  reserved  for  tt 
people  of  his  own  congregation,  who,  bsn 
within  four  miles,  came  in  in  good  nnmba 
that  day,  and  he  preached  to  them. 

Much  about  the  same  time,  Mr  Hb^ 
Archibald,  Minister  at  Strathaven,  and  M 
John  Rae,  minister  at  Symington,  in  Big|a 
presbytery,  were  apprehended,  for  preachii^ 
and  baptizing  in  houses,  and  sent  in  t 
Edinburgh;  and,  after  some  examinatiH 
were  sent  to  StirUng  likenise.  I  find 
March  3d,  Mr  John  Rae  is  ordered  by  tb 
council  to  be  carried  from  the  tolbooth  o 
the  Canongate,  to  Stirling  Castle.  I  havt 
no  more  about  them. 

Mr  Geoi^e  Johnston,  minister  at  New 
bottle,  is  seized  in  April  at  Edinbui|li 
and  the  council's  act  auent  him  is,  "  Th 
lords  of  privy  council  being  informed  fl 
frequent  conventicles  kept  in  Edinbmgh 
and  the  magistrates  having,  in  obedience  t 
an  ordinance  of  coimcil,  presented  II 
George  Johnston,  late  minister  at  NewbotA 
before  them,  and  he  having  refused  toengin 
himself  not  to  keep  conventicles,  banii 
him  from  Edinburgh,  and  confine  him  t 
the  parish  of  Borthwick  during  the  cou|miI 
pleasure ;  and  order  him  to  enact  himself  t 
keep  his  confinement :  which  he  does.    Tfc 
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town  of  Ediiilmi^h  had  been  a  great  shelter 
to  the  oated  miniaterB;  and,  we  hare  heard, 
Aat  the  ecmncil,  about  this  time,  had  order- 
ed the  magistrates  to  turn  them  all  out  A 
of  them  had  been  given  in  by  the  bishop, 
by  the  council  put  inir  tiie  provost's 
When  he  sent  the  town  officers  to 
them,  none  was  found  but  Mr  George 
Johnston,  whom,  though  a  very  near  relation 
of  his  own,  he  presented  before  the  conndL 
When  Mr  Johnston  was  examined,  he 
owned  bis  preadiing  upon  week  days,  and 
the  Lord's  day  after  four  o'clock,  when 
public  worship  was  over;  and  when  he 
would  not  engage,  as  above,  he  is  banished 
the  town,  and  confined  to  Borthwick.  The 
proTOst  sent  orders  to  the  houses  of  the 
rest  of  the  presbyterian  mim'sters  in  town, 
to  remove  their  families  presently  out  of 
town,  and  never  to  return  to  it,  without 
giving  him  account,  and  signifyiug  the  places 
where  they  lodged,  upon  the  highest  pains: 
tnd  further,  ordered  soldiers  presently  to 
go  and  quarter  in  their  houses,  till  they 
removed.  Thus  their  fiunilies  were  frighted 
snd  insulted,  and  some  of  them  in  danger 
of  their  life.  They  were  forced  to  seek  a 
aew  shelter,  and  many  of  them  did  not 
know  well  where  to  go;  but  the  Lord 
wonderfully  provided  for  them.  Upon 
Kovember  24th,  I  find  the  council  allow  Mr 
Geoige  Johnston  to  come  in  to  Edinbuigh, 
far  six  wedcs,  about  some  necessary  business 
he  had  to  do:  and  before  he  leaves  the 
town,  his  confinement  to  Borthwick  is  taken 
off;  but  he  is  discharged  from  coming  to 
Edinbniigh  without  permission,  or  living  in 
the  Canongato,  or  any  of  the  liberties  of  the 
town. 

Other  ministers  were  dealt  by  yet  more 
hardly.  August  11th,  I  find  a  decreet  of 
the  king's  advocate,  against  Mr  James 
ADBilton,  late  minister  at  Blantyre,  Mr 
James  Mitchell,  Mr  James  Porter,  Mr 
John  Dickson,  late  minister  at  Rutherglen, 
and  Mr  John  Blackadder,  late  minister  at 
IVaqnair.  They  are  libelled  before  the 
eonndl,  for  making  it  their  work  to  hold 
coorenticles  in  houses  and  the  fields ;  and 
Mng,  after  citation,  called,  and  not  com- 
pearing, for  the  reasons  already  pointed  at, 
they  are  all  of  them,  in  absence,  denounced 

II. 


and  put  to  the  horn.  This  severe  .  ^^ 
treatment  of  them  and  many  others, 
put  them  under  a  necessity  to  wander  up  and 
down  the  country,and  preach  in  the  fieUs  as 
they  had  aooess.  About  the  15th  of  Angost, 
Mr  Robert  Landass,  after  the  revolution, 
minister  of  the  goepel  at  Blantyre,  and  for 
some  time  in  Glasgow,  at  this  time,  I  think, 
but  a  preacher,  was  apprehended,  and  made 
prisoner  at  Edinbuigh  for  six  weeks.  All 
they  had  to  lay  to  his  charge,  was,  that  once, 
about  a  year  ago,  he  had  exercised  in  a 
private  fiunily.  Upon  the  89th  of  Septem- 
ber the  council  order  his  liberation.  Mr 
Hugh  Peebles,  of  whom  before,  was  brought 
before  the  council,  August  28th.  Nothing 
could  be  proven  against  him:  but  when 
interrogated,  if  he  would  engage  in  time 
coming  to  keep  no  conventicles,  nor  to 
preach  or  exercise  in  any  family  but  his 
own,  he  refused  to  come  under  any  such 
ties.  The  council  confine  him  to  Dunbar- 
ton,  and  a  mile  round  it 

Some  presbyterian  gentlemen  wanted  not 
their  share  of  suffering  at  this  time.  Feb- 
ruary 3d,  I  find,  the  laird  of  Kersland,  who 
had  been  taken  some  time  ago,  after  his 
forfeiture,  is  sent  from  Edinbuqi^h  to  Dun- 
barton  prison :  and  this  summer,  the  laird 
of  Meldrum,  an  officer  of  the  guards,  whom 
we  shall  frequently  afterward  meet  with, 
apprehended  several  good  people  in  the 
parish  of  Lochwinnoch,  Kilbarchan,  and 
Kilmalcom,  in  the  shire  of  Renfrew,  and 
put  them  to  very  great  trouble,  for  hearing 
the  outed  ministers.  The  laird  of  Johnston, 
in  Renfrewshire,  for  having  Mr  John  Stir- 
ling, who  had  been  his  parish  minister  at 
Kilbarchan,  in  his  house,  and  hearing  him 
preach  once  to  his  fimiily,  was  apprehended, 
and  brought  before  the  chancellor,  where  it 
was  like  to  stand  hard  with  him.  With 
difficulty  his  friends  g^t  him  liberated,  upon 
his  giving  a  bond  of  five  thousand  merks,  to 
compear  when  called.  The  reverend  Mr 
John  Stirling  very  narrowly  escaped  from 
his  own  house,  and  was  diligently  searched 
for  by  the  soldiers,  but  got  off  happily. 
Several  others  of  the  outed  ministers  were 
troubled  this  year;  but  ail  the  particulars 
would  run  this  account  to  a  very  great  length, 
and  the  above  mentioned  instances  may 
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fuflSoe.    Nevertheless,  the  word  ot 


the  Lord  was  not  bound,  and  pree- 
b jterian  ministen  could  not,  even  under  all 
those  difliculties,  forbear  to  pity  the  crying 
necessities  of  the  people  who  had  not  access, 
to  the  churches  of  the  indulged,  and  were 
daily  growing  in  their  aversion  to  the  estab- 
lished clergy,  the  longer  they  were  among 
them.  And  it  was  owned,  even  by  some  who 
were  not  friends  to  presbyterian  ministers, 
that  in  their  sermons  in  houses  and  fields, 
they  were  remaricably  countenanced  of  the 
Lord,  and  blessed  with  many  seab  of  their 
ministry,  in  the  conversion  of  many,  and 
edifying  those  who  were  brought  in. 

There  was  a  letter  handed  about  at  this 
time,  from  a  minister  to  his  brother,  en- 
couraging him  to  this  work.  It  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  writ  by  the  reverend 
Mr  John  Carstairs;  and  being  very  sweet, 
and  suitable  to  those  times,  I  have  insert  it 
at  the  foot  of  the  page.*    The  multitudes 


♦  Letter  to  a  Minuter,  1670. 
I  take  this  occasion  yery  kindly  to  salute  you, 
and  to  tell  you  that  I  desire  to  be  glad  in  the 
Lord,  for  the  most  refreshing  comfortable  report, 
after  many  sad  and  lamentable  ones,  that  you 
with  your  brethren  there  are  in  good  earnest  at 
their  work  (a»  1  know  some  of  you  have  been 
of  a  good  wnile),  and  that  a  wide  door  and  an 
effectual  is  opened  to  you  of  the  Lord,  though 
you  have  many  adyersaries,  which  I  nothing 
doubt  but  you  have  laid  your  account  with, 
conHiderIng,  that  the  serious  and  suitable  use  of 
such  a  mean  hath  always  had  a  most  formidable 
aspect  on  Satan's  kingdom,  as  threatening  to 
make  it  fidl  from  heaven  like  lightning,  would 
not  miss  to  meet  with  the  very  utmost  of  his 
and  his  instruments'  permitted  opposition, 
which,  when  met  with,  will  prove  but  a  confir- 
mation and  encouragement  to  you,  more  strenu- 
ously, vigorously,  and  valiantly  to  prosecute 
your  work,  your  ancestors'  work  (sweet  work), 
■o  much  opposed  and  maligned  bv  the  devil,  and 
wherein  Jesus  Christ  hath  such  complacency 
and  delight,  as  that  which,  in  ordinary  dispen- 
sation, he  uieth  to  bless  for  bringing  about  that 
which  he  useth  to  account  satisfaction  for  the 
travail  of  his  aouL  Who  knows,  if  ye  will  hold 
his  stirrup,  but  he  mav  mount  on  his  white  horse 
yet  once  more,  with  nis  crown  upon  his  head, 
and  hia  bow  in  his  hand,  conquering  and  to 
conquer,  even  in  Scotland,  Immanud's  land, 
sometime  the  pleasant  land,  nay,  the  glory  of 
idl  lands,  whero  his  adversaries  have  audaciously 
and  malapertly  essayed  to  dismount  him,  and 

Sull  his  crown  off  his  head,  and  his  bow  out  of 
is  hand.  It  seems  it  is  coming  to  a  pitched 
battle  between  Michael  and  his  angels,  and  the 
dragon  and  his  angels  there.  O  angels  of  Mi- 
chael, fight,  stand  fast,  quit  yourselves  like  men, 
under  the  colours  and  conduct  of  sach  a  Captain- 
gciierali  and  m>  noble  and  renowned  a  quarrel. 


of  people  hongering  after  the  flnoere  milk  of 
the  word,  were  so  greats  that  in  many  places, 
houses  would  not  contain  them,  and  in 
others  they  wanted  places  to  meet  in;  and 
when  in  houses,  were  by  fitfrnorein  haisrd 
to  be  surprised  with  the  soldiers,  than  when 
in  the  fields.  Upon  these  accounts  tield- 
meetings  turned  more  frequent  this  summer; 
especially,  in  places  where  there  were  none 
of  the  indulged  ministers.  Thus  I  find, 
October  this  year,  Mr  John  Blackadder 
preaching  at  Balcanquel,  Mr  John  Didcson 

at  Glenvail,  and  Mr  David  Hume  at ^ 

all  in  the  shire  of  Kinross. 

Field  conventicles  were  most  violently 
opposed,  and  the  soldiers  fiuled  not  to 
answer  their  instructions  above  narrated. 
Three  meetings  of  this  sort  were  no  small 
occasion  of  persecution  this  year,  and  I  shall 
end  this  section  with  some  account  of  them. 
That  which  made  the  greatest  noise,  was 
the  conventicle  at  Beeth-hill,  in  the  parish 


wherein  and  in  whom  it  were  bettor  (if  possible) 
to  be  ruined,  than  to  reign  with  his  enemies,  if 
all  Cesars.  Let  none  of  their  tbreatenii^ 
move  vou,  and  if  it  should  come  to  that,  let  not 
your  lives  be  dear  to  yourselves,  in  finishing 
your  course  with  joy,  and  the  miniatrv  which 
you  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to 
testify  the  gosnel  of  the  grace  of  God.  Arise  as 
mighty  men  or  valour,  go  out  to  your  work  as 
under  saviours  upon  Mount  Zion,  In  the  great- 
ness of  his  strength,  and  in  the  zeal  of  God; 
and  from  puro  and  unbiassed  respect  to  bin 
glory,  and  to  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls, 
humlily,  sincerely,  and  seriously  cry,  Whtfe  b 
the  Lord  God  of  Elijah?  where  are  Uie  more 
ancient  and  latter  famous  and  faithful  minist«n 
of  Christ  in  the  church  of  Scotland?  where  is 
that  spirit  wherewith  these  worthies  were 
acted  ?  who  knows  but  he  will  show  himsdf  to 
be  among  you  and  restore  somewhat  of  that 
spirit  again  to  you?  nav,  if  this  be  your  mind, 
he  will  without  all  doubt  be  among  you,  and  act 
you  with  another  spirit  than  we  mive  (alas)  fer 
most  part  been  acted  with  in  these  fearful  and 
fainting  times;  and  if  you  should  be  imprisoned, 
exiled,  or  put  to  death,  and  so  should  seem  (to 
prejudicate  men)  to  be  overcome,  yet  ye  shall 
overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the 
word  of  your  testimony,  and  by  not  loving  your 
lives  unto  the  death;  nay,  you  shall  by  bring 
thus  overcome  and  conquered,  be  more  than 
conquerors  through  him  that  loved  yoo.  O 
study  to  be  in  case  (through  close  and  constant 
following  of  that  work)  to  say  to  your  adver- 
saries, the  prelates,  and  their  inseparable  sup- 
Eorters  (against  whom  in  their  course,  (if  wt 
ave  not  mistaken  God,  his  word,  and  way)  he 
resolves  to  have  war  for  ever)  in  their  perse- 
cuting you  for  preaching  the  gospel,  and  because 
you  will  not  utterly  renounce  your  Master's 
commission,  and  so  incur  the  hazard  of  that 
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of  Dnnfermliiie  in  Fife :  it  was  kept  by  Mr 
John  BUckadder  and  Mr  John  Dickson, 
about  the  middle  of  June,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable  number  of  people  were   there. 


9wl  and  dreadful  wo  pronoanced  against  rion- 
^nmehing  of  the  gospel,  when  he  ciUls  to  it;  I 
«j,  study  in  following  the  Lord  fully  in  this 
work,  and  to  owning  of  it,  to  say  to  Tour  adver- 
saries.  You  think  to  withstand  the  kingdom  of 
the  Lord  in  the  hand  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
and  wished  well  onto  by  us  his  poor  servants ; 
with  yon  are,  &c.     Have  you  not  cast  out  the 
priests  of  the  Lord,  the  sons  of  Aaron  and  the 
Levi  tea,  and  have  made  you  priests  of  such  as 
eome  to  consecrate  themselves  with,  &c.     But 
u  for  us,  he  is  our  God,  and  we  have  desired 
not  to  forsake  him,  we  are  the    priests,  the 
ministers  of  the  Lord  that  wait  on  our  business, 
ind  we  bum  to  the  Lord  c^cry  morning,  &c 
and  we  keep  the  charge  of  our  God,  but  ye  have 
fionaken  him,  if  so,  wen  you  may  say  humbly, 
jH  boldly,  behold,  God  himself  is  with  us  for 
sor  Captain,  and  we  his  ministers  in  his  name, 
by  the  trumpet  of  this  ffospel  which  we  preach 
(and  dare  not  but  preach  while  we  have  a  com- 
mission  and  call),  cry  an  alarm  against  you: 
fght  not  against  God,  for  ye  shall  not  prosper, 
nay.  If  they  should  prosper  yet  they  snail  not 
prosper.     This  bc^^un  preaching  of  the  gospel 
iouks  (if  suitably  followed)  to  be  a  beginning  of 
reviving  in  our  bondage,  and  though  bonds  and 
deaths  of  perMns  shomd  follow  it,  yet  it  will  be 
a  reviving  of  bis  work.     O  if  poor,  wretched, 
dnfnl,  useless  1  were  in  capacity  to  nhare  wltli 
yon  in  this  work,  without  its  prejudice  and 
ysura,   I   think  1  should  account  it  my  glory 
whatever  should  follow.     1  know,  my  dearest 
friend,  1  might  have  spared  this  labour  as  to 
fdUf  <in  whose  heart  this  work  is  so  much,  and 
m  whose  heart  his  precious  people  are  so  much, 
even  to  live  and  die  with  them  in  following  of 
this  work ;  yet  1  say  to  you  what  is  further  in 
my  thoughts  (may  1  say  on  my  heart)  there 
kath  no  doubt  been  along  all  tliese  trials,  a  spirit 
•f  fiUntinff  and  cowardice  among  us,  whereof 
va  will  all  think  shame  when  God  shall  (if  he 
ever  shall)  restore  that  poor  church  to  the  light 
and  sunshine  of  bis  reconciled  countenance  in 
Jesus  Christ ;    and  It  seems   that  he  is  now 
•pening  a  door  of  some  access  to  vou  in  a  good 
measure,   to   mske  up  that  which  hath  been 
wanting  in  some  point  of  testimony.     O  won- 
der! thmt  after  such  wavering  and  declining  of 
testimonies,  he  should  ever  any  more  give  access 
to  testimonies,  and  not  send  us  off  the  stage 
snder  the  just  reproach,  ihat  we  have  not  been 
valiant  for  the  truth  on  earth.     Dear  sir,  alarm 
all  voor  brethren  to  observe,  and  not  to  let  slip 
m  mir  an  occasion,  so  glorious  and  golden  an 
•pfortnnity  of  a  testimony,  lest  the  holy,  much 
■rsvoked,  and  jealous  God  be  put  to  swear,  that 
senreforth  there  shall  be  no  more  time  for  a 

CUie  and  Joint  testimony.  Again,  it  would 
considerMl,  how  murh  we  have  of  a  long 
dnie  coveted  to  have  our  trial  stated  on  some 
dear  and  uncontroverted  tbin|(:  is  there  not 
here  a  wonderful  condescension  of  God,  in 
itating  it  thus,  even  according  to  heart's  wish  ? 
What  more  clear  ground  of  suffering  for  a 
minister  of  the  go«p^l  than  this,  when  the  long 
itarved  flocks  long  for  preaching,  lore  preach- 


When  they  were  at  public  worship 
upon  the  Lord's  day,  a  lieutenant 
of  the  militia  in  that  place  came  up  on 
horseback  to  the  people,  and  made  a  great 


ing,  and  diligently  wait  on  it:  either  utterly 
quit  preaching,  though  I  gave  yuu  a  commission 
to  preach,  and  though  my  poor  flocks  are  starved 
without  it,  though  I  required  (says  Christ 
Jesus)  as  your  great  evidence  of  your  love  to 
me,  to  feed  my  sheep  and  lambs,  especially  when 
beaten  from  their  food,  and  ^et  seeking  after  it, 
either  quit  (I  say)  pre.iching,  and  give  bond 
that  ye  shall  do  it  no  more,  or  go  to  prison,  yea, 
or  t>e  a  perpetual  prisoner,  if  this  be  an  un- 
clear ground  of  suffering,  or  if,  being  clear,  it 
shall,  nrom  lothness  to  suffer,  and  to  be  shaken 
out  of  ease,  be  dai'kened,  and  be  misted  with 
new  framed  and  forged  distinctions,  I  am  afraid 
we  shall  hardly  ever  meet  with  that  which  shall 
be  accounted  a  clear  ground  of  suffering,  and 
will  withal  manifest  tlwt  it  is  mere  fear  and  loth- 
ness  to  suffer  that's  with  us  all  along,  though 

Ealliated  with  some  special  pretences :  but  1  am 
opeful  there  is  not  a  faithtul  minister  in  ScoU 
land  (if   not   under  the  power  of  a  dreadful 
temptation),  that  will  come  under  such  an  obli- 
gation, he  will  no  doubt  make  himself  a  close 
prisoner,  and  put  his  soul  in  irons,  by  declining 
on  these  terms  to  be  a  prisoner.     Further,  it 
would  be  considered,  that  there  are  several  who, 
though  they  have  their  own  good  measure  of 
peace  in  their  minds,  in  suffering  on  some  otlier 
accounts,  and    have  some  hopes  (thnt  though 
condemned   by  many  men)   yet  Gud  will   in 
Christ  Jesus  graciously  accept  of  them,  even  as 
to  that    thing,  and   have  withal   considerable 
acquiescence    in,  and   satisfaction   with   their 
amicted  lot,  they  would  (had  it  so  seemed  to  the 
Lord)  wished   that  their  sufferings  had  been 
upon  this  account ;  and  if  it  shall  be  declined 
upon  this  most  honourable  account,  it  may  fall 
to  be  stated  in  an  account  less  for  God's  gl<»y> 
less  for  his  people's  edification  and  establishment, 
less  for  the  adversaries*  conviction,  and  less  for 
their  own  peace,  than  either  this,  or  (it  mav  be) 
some  others  would  have  been.     O  the  jealou^ 
of  God !     Moreover  it  would  be  weighed  well, 
whether,  beside  what  the  commission  to  preach 
the  gospel,  and  the  people's  need  calls,  yea,  cries 
for,  and  the  humble  confidence  that  ministers 
(though  not  the  greatest  disputants)  may  have 
in  the  Lord,  to  defend  and  justify  their  practice 
in  this  matter,  having  therein  more  particularly 
the  promise  of  how  and  what  to  say  in  that 
hour ;  I  say,  it  would  be  well  weighed,  whether 
this  piece  of  good  and  warrantable  policy  may 
not  be  used  in  faithful  following  the  duty,  to 
put  the  adversaries  to  discover  themselves,  who    ^ 
will  in  this  case  be  either  much  perplexed  what 
to  do,  and  (it  may  be)  constrained  to  forbear 
you,  or  put,  when  they  have  nothing  to  charce 
you    with,   but  only  preaching  the  gospel.  In 
prosecution  of  your  Miutter's  commission,  and 
out  of  compassion  to  the  starved  and  slain  souls 
of  the  people,  there  being  nothing  that  looks 
like  a  way  tumultuary  and  seditious, and  rebel- 
lious motions  and  practice,  with  which  odioua 
imputations  they  have  loaded  others,  put  (I  say) 
to  declare  themselves  to  the  world,  to  be  on  a 
design  of  rooting  out  all  fa\\.YiCu\  ^rvai^ii^  o^^ 
the  gospel  by  noncompWance,  w\x>i  ^V\%  t>«s«^ 
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'  spared  not  dreadful  threatenings  to   and  bishop  Sharp  kneirw«U  how  to  improve 


fright,  and,  if  possible,  to  scatter  the  people,  such  an  inddent,  to  heighten  the  f  nry  of  the 

One  of  the  meeting  steps  to  him,  after  he  managers  against  presbyteriana  and  oonfso- 

had  entreated  him  to  remove  peaceably,  and  tides :  and  indeed  the  ooondl  did  exert 

taking  the  lieutenant's  horse  by  the  bridle,  themselves  with  the  greatest  of  fervency  in 

pulled  out  a  pistol,  and  told  him,  he  would  this  matter.    June  23rd,  I  find  they  give 

shoot  him  dead,  if  he  was  not  silent:  and  warrant  to  Bfr  Henry  Murray,  to  inform 

whether  the  lieutenant  would  or  not,  he  was  himself  anent  the  oonrentide  kept  in  the 

compelled  to  sit  peaceably  upon  his  horse,  parish  of  Dunfermline  latdy.    What  report 

until  public  worship  was  over ;  and  then  he  he  made  I  see  not    But  upon  the  SOth  of 

^-as  left  at  his  full  liberty  to  go  where  he  June,  I  find,  Robert  Walwood  of  Tondi 

pleased.*    Accounts  ofthis  horrid  insult,  as  confessed  before  the  council,  he  had  been 


prelacy,  and  so  pat  all  the  godly  in  the  nation  immunities  being  bestowed  upon  these  qnibUiiy 

to  A  point,  ai  to  what  may  be  looked  for  in  their  trucklers  to  the   royal   sapremacy  ;    and  his  j 

days,  which  may  be  no  small  advantage,  eape-  account  of  It,  which  is  most  probably  garbled  , 

eially  after  so  much  talking  of  indulffence  and  f^m  Blackader's  MS.  memoirs,  is  meagre  and  r 

libeity;  yet  suiuble.   Christian,  and  spiritual  unsatisfactory.     As  it  was  the  first  armed  coa-  ^ 

(not  worldly  and  carnal,  which  hath  much  ventide,  and  the  first  ebullition,  since  the  resla-  k 

hurt  as,  especially  where  suffering  appeared)  ration,  of  that  spirit  of  resistance  which  aooon-  i 


prudence  and  circumspection  would  be  used,  plished  the  alonous  revolution  as  it  gave  new 
and  no  needless  irritation  would  be  used,  nor  "fe  to  the  friends  of  religion,  and  was  the  mean 
noise  made,  when  a  more  quiet  way  may  reach  of  multiplying  and  enlarging  their  meetlaa  j 
the  end  better,  but  the  work  would  be  closely,  throuffboat  the  united  kingdoms,  and  was  poa-  i 
constantly,  (and  if  It  be  possible)  generally  and  Hcly  given  thanks  for  in  ike  Scots  coogrq^atieH  L 
harmoniously  followed,  though  witn  all  circum-  abroad,  we  shall  give  Mr  Blackader^  aooooat  » 
spection,  that  they  may  know  and  be  convinced,  of  it  in  hb  own  mrda :  \ 
tnat  it  is  not  a  few  rash  and  inconsiderable  "  On  Saturday  afternoon,  people  had  began 
persons  (as  they  use  to  call  them)  that  they  have  to  assemble.  Many  lay  on  the  hill  side  aU  night, 
to  do  with,  but  the  very  body  and  generaJity  of  •ome  stayed  about  a  constable's  house  near  the 
the  serious,  sober,  nonconform  ministers  and  middle  of  the  hill,  several  others  were  lodged 
people  of  the  nation.  Finally,  it  is  not  unworthy  near  about,  among  whom  was  Barscob,  ^th 
consideration,  what  a  singular  and  signal  pre-  nine  or  ten  Galloway  men.  The  minister  (Mr 
aence  of  God  did  wait  first  and  last  uponhisdying  Blackader)  came  privatdy  from  Edinbuwh  oa 
and  suffering  witnesses,  and  what  sweet  hours  Saturday  night,  with  a  single  gentlenum  m  his 
several  of  his  poor  wanderers  have  had,  even  the  companv.  At  Inverkeitbing  he  slept  all  night 
best  and  sweetest  in  their  life,  though  most  of  in  his  clothes,  and  got  up  very  early,  expectii^ 
them  have  suffered  upon  accounts  not  so  obvi-  word  where  the  place  of  meeting  was  to  be^ 
ously  convincing  and  satisfying  to  many  as  this,  which  the  other  minister  was  to  advertise  him 
O  stir  up  one  another  to  this  good  work,  and  to  of.  However  he  got  no  information,  and  so  est 
this  good  expression  of  love  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  forward  in  uncertainty.  Near  the  hUl  he  met 
say  numbly  in  much  prayer  to  God,  Behold  one  sent  by  the  minister,  to  conduct  him  to  a 
their  threatenings,  and  grant  unto  thy  servants,  house  hard  by,  where  they  resolved,  with  the 
that  with  all  boldness  we  may  speak  thy  word;  advice  of  the  people,  to  go  up  the  hill,  for  the 
and  who  knows  but  he  will  stretch  forth  hia  more  security  and  the  better  seeing  about  them, 
hand,  that  great  things  may  be  done  by  you,  as  When  they  came,  they  found  the  people  gathond 
instruments  in  converting  and  buildinir  up  of  and  gathering,  and  lighted  at  the  constable's 
souls  by  the  name  of  his  holy  child  Jesus?  And  house,  who  seemed  to  make  them  wdoone. 
If  it  shall  come  to  bonds  (honourable  and  de-  While  they  were  in  the  house,  a  gentleman  was 
airable  bonds),  it  may  be,  through  the  mighty  espied  coming  to  the  constable's  door  and  talking 
assistance  and  presence  of  God  with  the  first  friendly  with  him,  who  went  away  down  the 
sufferers,  many  of  the  brethren  in  the  Lord  hill,  rhis  gave  occasion  of  new  suspicion,  and 
may  wax  confident  through  their  bonds  to  to  be  more  on  their  guard.  However,  they 
preach  the  word  more  boldly  :  now,  my  dear  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  work,  and  commit  the 
and  faithful  friend,  to  come  to  a  close  of  this  event  to  the  Lord.  When  a  fit  place  for  the 
babbling  beside  my  purpose,  let  me,  apoor  out-  meeting  and  setting  up  of  the  tent  was  provided, 
cast,  unfaithful,  sinful  wretch,  beseech  and  which  the  constable  concurred  in,  Mr  Dickson 
obtest  you  for  Christ's  sake,  the  gospel's  sake,  lectured  and  preached  the  forenoon  of  the  day. 
the  poor  people's  sake,  the  posterity's  sake,  your  Mr  Blackader  lay  at  the  outside,  within  bear- 
peace*  sake,  to  take  hold  of  this  precious  op-  ing,  having  care  to  order  matters,  and  see  how 
portunity,  wherein  many  defecta  may  be  made  the  watch  was  kept. 

up.  *'  I  n  time  of  lecture,  he  perceived  some  fellows 

*  Our  historian  seems  to  have  seen  little  in  driving  the  people's  horses  down  the  brae,  which 

this    meeting    benides   the    contempt  which  it  h<^  supposed  was  a  design  to  carry  them  away* 

brought  upon  the  indulged  presbyterian  minis-  He  rihing  quietly  from  his  place,  asked  what 

ters,  and  the  effect  which  it  had,  or  was  sup-  they  meant  7    They  answered,  It  was  to  drive 

posed  to  have  had,  in  preventing  more  extensive  them  to  better  grass.     However,  he  caused  them 
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preseot  at  the  oonyenticle  on  Beeth-hill, 
and  u  fined  in  five  hundred  merks,  and 
ordered  to  lie  in  prison  till  he  pay  it,  and 
enact  himself  in  a  bond  of  two  thousand 


bring  them  all  back  agmin  within  sight.     After 
Mr   Oickwii   had  lectured  for  a  considerable 
ipace,  he  took  to  his  discourse  and  preached  on 
I  Cor.  ZY.  8&  *  For  he  must  reign  till  be  hath  put 
all  enemies  under  his  feet.*    In  time  of  sermon, 
several  ill  affected  country  people  dropped  in 
among   them,  which  being  obeerved    by   3Ir 
Blackadcr,   and   thoee  appointed  to  watch,  he 
reaolTcd  to  suffer  all  to  come  and  hear,  but  in- 
tended to  hinder  the  going  away  of  any  with  as 
little  noise  as  might  be.     Among  others  came 
two  youths,  the  curate's  sons,  and  alrant  fourteen 
or  fifltecn    fellows  at   their  back   who  looked 
sturdily ;  but  after  they  heard  they  looked  more 
soberly.     The  two  young  men  were  heard  to 
say.    They  would  go  near  the  tent,  and  walk 
alloat  to  the  back  side  of  it,  which  some,  who 
were  appointed  to  watch  seeing,  followed  quick- 
ly ;  ao  they  halted  in  their  way.     llie  man  that 
i«  to  the  constable's  houite  in  the  morning 
leen  at  the  meeting,  and  keut  a  spm'ial  eye 
vpoii.     Essaying  to  go  away  to  liis  horse  at  the 
conatable**,  two  able  men  of  the  watch  went 
iftcr,  and  asked  why  he  went  away?     lie  an- 
swered, he  was  but  going  to  take  a  drink.     They 
laid  him,  they  woiud  go  with  him,  and  denired 
Um   to  haste,  and  not  hinder  them  from  the 
mt  of  the  preaching.     So  he  came  iMck ;  but  he 
vas  intending  to  go  and  inform  the  lieutenant 
if  the  miliUa  who  was  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
Mid  gathering  his  men.     However,  the  sermon 
doaed  without  disturbance  about  eleven  hours 
ia  the  fbreday,  the  work  having  begun  about 
right. 

"  Mr  Blackader  was  to  preach  in  the  after- 
neon.  He  retired  to  be  private  for  a  little 
aeditation.  Hearing  a  noise,  he  observed  some 
Winging  back  the  curate's  two  sons  with  some 
violence,  which  he  seeing,  rebuked  them,  and 
ttde  let  them  come  back  freely  without  hurt, 
ind  he  engaged  for  them  they  would  not  go 
■way.  So  they  stayed  quietlv,  and  within  a 
foarter  of  an  hour  he  returned  and  entered  the 
tat;  after  some  preface,  which  was  counte- 
nancvd  srith  much  influence,  not  only  on  profes- 
•fd  friends,  but  on  those  also  who  came  with  ill 
iatentions,  that  they  stood  astonished,  with  great 
•mning  gravity  and  attention,  particularly  the 
tiro  young  men.  It  was.  indeed,  a  composing 
■ad  gaining  disixiurse,  holding  forth  the  great 
4pa^n  of  the  gospel,  to  invite  and  make  welcome 
til  sorts  of  sinners  without  exception. 

**  After  prayer,  he  read  for  text  I  Cor.  ix.  16. 
'Far  thoiulh  1^ preach  the  gospel  I  have  nothing 
Is  glory  oi ;  for  necessity  is  laid  upon  me,  yea, 
«D  IB  onto  me  if  I  ]ireach  not  the  gospel.'  After 
he  had  begun,  a  gentleman  on  horseback  and  some 
few  with  him,  came  to  the  meeting.  He  was  the 
lieutenant  of  the  militia  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  who,  lighting,  gnve  his  horse  to  hold, 
sad  came  in  among  the  people  on  the  minister's 
left  hand,  stood  there  a  space,  and  heard  peace- 
ably. Then  essaying  to  get  to  his  borne,  some 
sf  the  watch  did  greatly  desire  he  would  suy 
till  preaching  was  ended,  telling  him  his  abrupt  i 
departure  would  offeml  and  iilHrm  the  }N>o)»le. 
But   he   refusing   to  AtHy,  Itegiui   to  thn-aten, 


marks,  that  he  shall  frequent  no 
more  conventicles.     Such  who  foU         ' 
lowed  him,  met  yet  with  harder  measure. 
July  14th,  Mr  Alexander  Hastie,  since 


drawing  his  staff.  They,  fearing  he  was  going 
to  brin|^  a  party  to  trouble  them,  did  gripe  and 
hold  him  by  force  as  be  was  putting  his  foot 
into  the  stirrup.  Upon  this,  liarscob  and  ano- 
ther young  man,  who  were  upon  the  opposite  side, 
seeing  him  draw  his  staff,  which  they  thought  to 
be  a  sword,  presently  ran,  each  with  a  bent 
pistol,  crying  out,  Ko«;ue,  are  you  drawing? 
Though  they  raised  a  little  commotion  on  that 
side,  yet  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  very  com- 
posed.  The  minister  seeing  Barscob  and  the 
other  so  hasting  to  be  at  nim,  fearing  they 
should  have  killed  him,  did  immediately  break 
off,  to  step  aside  for  composing  the  business,  and 
desiring  the  people  to  sit  still  till  he  returned, 
for  he  was  going  to  prevent  mischief.  Some, 
not  willing  that  he  should  venture  himself, 
laboured  to  hinder  him.  He  thrust  himself 
from  them,  and  passing  forward,  cried,  I  charge 
not  to  meddle  with  or  do  him  any  hurt;  which 
had  such  an  influence  on  them,  that  theyprofes- 
sed  afterwards  they  had  no  more  power  to  meddle 
with  him.  The  lieutenant  seeing  it  was  like  to 
draw  to  good  earnest,  was  exceedingly  afraid, 
and  all  the  men  he  had.  But  hearing  the  min- 
ister discharging  the  people  to  hurt  him,  he 
thrust  next  to  be  at  the  minister,  who  had  cried, 
What  is  the  matter,  gentlemen  ?  Whereon  the 
lieutenant  said,  I  cannot  get  leave,  sir,  to  stand 
on  my  own  ground  for  thlr  men.  The  minister 
said.  Let  me  see,  sir,  who  will  offer  to  wrong 
you ;  they  shall  as  soon  wrong  myself,  for  we 
came  here  to  offer  violence  to  no  man,  but  to 
preach  the  giMpel  of  peace ;  and,  sir,  if  you  be 
pleased  to  stay  in  peace,  you  shall  be  as  welcome 
as  any  here ;  but  if  yon  will  not,  you  may  go : 
we  shall  compel  no  man.  But,  said  he,  they 
have  taken  my  horse  from  me.  Then  the  min- 
ister called  to  restore  him  his  horse,  seeing  he 
would  not  stay  willingly,  'ilius  he  was  dis- 
missed without  harm,  at  the  minister's  entreaty ; 
who  judged  it  most  convenient  that  the  gentle- 
man, and  others  to  whom  he  should  repttrt  it, 
miffht  have  more  occasion  of  conviction  that 
bow  ministers  and  people,  who  used  such  meet- 
ings, were  peaceable,  not  set  on  revenge,  but 
oiily  endeavouring  to  keep  up  the  free  preaching 
of  the  gospel  In  purity  and  power,  in  as  harm- 
less and  inoffensive  a  way  as  possible.  Some  of 
the  company,  indeeil,  would  have  compelleil  and 
bound  him  to  stay  if  he  had  not  been  peaceable ; 
but  they  were  convinced  afterwards  that  it  was 
l>etter  to  let  him  go  in  peace. 

"  The  whole  time  of  this  alarm  on  that  quar- 
ter, all  the  rest  of  the  people  sat  sUll  composedly, 
which  was  observed  more  than  ordinary,  in  any 
meeting  either  bef«)re  or  after  (seeing  such  a 
stir),  as  in  many  other  things  the  mlglity  power 
and  hand  of  the  Lord  was  to  be  seen  in  that 
day's  work,  and  the  fruit  that  followed  thereon. 
When  the  lieutenant  was  gone,  the  rest,  that 
dropped  in  through  the  day  with  the  curate's 
two  sons,  stayed  still,  not  offering  to  follow. 
After  composing  that  stir,  which  lasted  about 
half  an  hour,  the  minister  returned  to  the  tent, 
and  followed  out  the  rentoWw  w«tV,  yt«;\v*Vw^ 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hcur  vr\VYi  «\nvi\«x 
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the  reTi^ution  miniiter  of  the  gocpel 
^^'  at  Glasgow,  Adam  Stobie  of  Liucar, 
WillHim  Adam  merchant  in  Cnlron,  James 
6I0M  in  Borrowftonnesi,  David  Mather 
elder  in  Brignies,  John  Rankin  in  Bonhard, 
James  Duncan  in  Grange,  were  brought 
before  the  council,  and  interrogated  if  they 
were  at  the  said  oonrenticle.  All  of  them 
acknowledged  they  were.  Then  they  were 
required  to  give  up  upon  oath  the  names  of 
the  ministers,  and  others,  whom  they  knew 
to  have  been  at  that  meeting.  This  they 
peremptorily  refused,  and  the  council  imme- 
diately found  them  guilty  of  contumacy,  and 
fined  each  of  them  in  fire  hundred  merks, 
and  sent  them  back  to  prison,  there  to  lie  in 
irons  during  the  council's  pleasure.  I  find 
this  day  the  council  pass  a  decreet  against 
keepers  of  conventicles,  particularly  at  Liv- 
ingseat,  and  Hill  of  Beeth,  fining  multitudes 
in  great  sums.  Those  persons  Uy  in  prison 
till  the  parliament  sat;  and  by  their  second 
act,  August  3d,  (as  shall  be  observed) 
appointed  such  who  refuse  to  give  their 
oath  super  inquirendis,  to  be  banished ;  and 
upon  this  act,  they,  with  some  others,  were 
banished  the  kingdom,  as  we  shall  just  now 
hear.  So  unreasonable  and  unrighteous 
were  our  managers  now !  They  form  laws 
to  catch  conscientious  persons  in  matters 
wherein  their  principles  were  concerned; 


oounteoance,  especfally  after  componing  the 
tumult.  All  the  time  there  were  several  horse 
riding  hither  and  thither  on  the  foot  of  the  hill 
in  r'lew  of  the  people ;  hut  none  offered  to  come 
near,  for  a  terror  had  seized  on  them,  as  was 
heard  afterward,  and  confessed  by  some  of  them- 
selyes.  The  minister  apprehending  the  people 
might  be  alarmed  with  tear,  that  they  coiud  not 
hear  with  composure,  though  none  did  appear, 
did  for  their  cau»eclose  sooner  than  he  intended, 
though  the  people  professed  and  said  they  would 
rather  he  had  continued  longer,  for  they  found 
none  either  wearied  or  afraid."— Memoirs  of  the 
liev.  John  Blaclcader,  pp.  144—148. 

Before  oondading  this  note  we  may  remark, 
that  of  all  the  onted  ministers,  with  the  excep- 
tion, perhaps,  of  Mr  John  Welsh,  Mr  Black- 
ader  seems  to  have  been  the  boldest,  and  the 
most  successful,  in  collecting  at  these  kind  of 
meetings  the  scattered  foliowers  of  Christ, 
whose  languid  graces  he  was  often  the  honoured 
instrument  of  rcTiving  and  exciting  in  a  very 
high  degree.  He  had  been,  like  many  others, 
ejected  from  his  parish  (Troqueer)  by  the  famous 
act  of  Glasgow,  and  between  the  years  1665-66, 
harassed  by  that  base  tool  of  tyranny.  Sir  James 
Turner,  was  obliged  to  leave  that  part  of  the 


I  yea,  even  made  them  look  backwardx,  mi 
reach  supposed  crimes,  committed  beftwe 
their  laws  were  made. 

Upon  the  16th  of  August,  the  couodl 
pass  an  act  against  the  above  named  perM»L 
**  Whereas  Bfr  Alexander  Hasty  in  Dii» 
fermline,  &c.  as  above,  being  called  to  de- 
pone anent  the  conventicle  at  Beeth-hiO^ 
and  refused;  as  also  Mr  John  Venior,and 
Robert  Orr  in  Miln-bank,  who  had  a  chfll 
baptised  there,  the  council  banish  them  oti 
of  the  king's  dominions,  and  order  them  It 
be  transported  to  the  plantations,  and  not 
to  return,  on  pain  of  death.**  Thb  good 
youth  Mr  John  Vemor,  was  challei^ed  fv 
another  conventicle,  and  for  this  criaeof 
conventicles,  and  that  of  refusing  tobetnj 
his  honest  neighbours  and  acquaintances  It 
the  fury  of  persecutors,  was  most  faaite^ 
ously  dealt  with.  He  was  fed  on  bread  ill 
water,  and  put  so  close  in  the  irons,  thiC 
his  leg  gangrened,  which  within  a  little  coit 
him  his  life.  Under  such  cruelties,  somtff 
the  best  quality  interposed  for  his  liberatiw| 
but  that  meeting  was  so  galling  to  tht 
council  and  commissioner,  that  no  ear  wM 
given  for  some  time.  At  length,  when  Vm 
leg  turned  very  ill,  upon  the  3rd  of  Novembw 
1  find  him  and  Robert  Orr  set  at  liberty, 
upon  their  giving  bond  and  caution  to  appear 
when  called,  under  the  penalty  of  five  hn» 


country,  and,  with  his  family,  attempt  to 
shelter  in  Edinburgh.  Here  he  occupied  a 
large  house,  and,  especially  after  Pentlani, 
preached  in  it  to  crowded  audiences.  UpM 
special  invitation,  he  soon  after  this  came  to  the 
west,  where,  particularly  in  the  parishes  sf 
Evandale,  Newmills,  Galston,  Dunlop,  Fea- 
wick,  Kaglesham,  and  Kilbride,  he  prciaehid 
often  to  crowded  audiences.  lliese  viMts  bt 
frequently  extended  to  Paisley,  where  he  ba^ 
tizcd  many  children,  and  to  Glasgow,  whart  Ui 
congregation  frequently  exceeded  two  thouauid 
persons.  At  Borrowstonness  he  eatabllshei 
a  congregation,  and,  through  the  interest  of  Ui 
relation,  major  Hamilton,  baillie  of  regalitv  to 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  procured  for  it  thefres- 
doni  of  undisturbed  worship.— He  continiisd 
the  same  practice  with  much  of  his  Masters 
countenance,  as  we  may  have  again  occasioo  ts 
notice,  till  he  was,  as  related  by  our  hlstoriaa, 
shut  up  in  the  Bass,  in  the  year  lOSl,  where  bt 
may  be  said  to  have  obtained  the  crown  of  mas 
tyrdom,  not,  indeed,  by  the  violence  of  a  few 
hours  or  moments,  but  by  the  more  refined 
cruelty  of  long  protracted  years  of  confinemMC 
and  privation. — Ed. 
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cd  meri&B  each.  And  to  end  the  accounts 
the  penecntion  for  this  conyenticle,  opon 
e  1 1th  of  Aogosty  James  Dundas,  brodier 
the  kird  of  Dondas,  confesseth  his  being 
the  oonyentide  at  the  Hill  of  Beith;  and 
)amng  to  depone  before  the  council,  whom 
Sftw  there,  and  who  preached ;  they  find 
hath  oontrayened  an  act  of  parliament, 
aieh  him  the  king's  dominions,  and  order 
■  to  be  transported  to  the  plantations  not 
return  on  pain  of  death.  However,  I 
^  August  28th,  Mr  Dundas  gives  his 
th  upon  some  interrogatories  anent  this 
iventiide,  and  is  liberate  by  the  counciL 
mj  others  were  brought  under  hardships 

*  this    conventicle,   such  as,    Margaret 
the  lady  Colvil's  gentlewoman,  and 
Youi^  a  servant  of  hers,  who  con- 
in  prison  a  long  time ;  and  for  several 

the  soldiers  brought  multitudes  in 
it  neighbourhood  to  great  trouble. 
Another  conventicle  which  made  a  great 
Im  at  this  time,  is  that  at  Livingseat,  in 
mwath  parish,  much  about  the  time  of 

•  former,  or  a  little  before  it  Their 
ocedure  against  persons  alleged  to  be 
m%  was  much  of  a  piece ;  so  I  may  be 
wj  brief  upon  it  June  23d,  Mr  John 
mor,  who,  it  seems,  was  at  both,  "  son 
'Gavin  Vemor  in  Mortoun,  being  required 
r  tiie  council  to  depone,  what  he  knew  of 
e  persons  present,  and  minister  who 
Mobed  at  a  conventicle  at  Livingseat, 
li  lefosing  to  give  his  oath,  is  committed 

prisoner,  and  ordained  to  lie  in  irons 
the  council's  pleasure,  and  to  be  fed 
ilh  bread  and  water."  And  further,  the 
mmdl  fine  John  Carmichael  in  Blackburn, 
li  David  Carmichael  in  Potishaw,  in  a 
nlrad  meriu  each,  for  being  at  that  meet- 
ly And  the  forementioned  decreet,  July 
Hl^  fines  a  great  many  others  in  absence, 
flhair  being  there. 

The  last  conventicle  I  notice,  was  in  the 
gpaaing  of  July  at  the  Torwood.  And 
if  7th,  the  council  being  informed  of  a 
tgB  cooventide  at  Torwood-head,  appoint 
ittnr  to  be  written  to  the  earl  of  Callender, 
mat  his  interest  to  bear  down  conventicles 
fltbliiigshire:  and  upon  August  16th,  1 
di  the  council  have  Charles  Campbell  in 
irth  before  them.    He  confessed  he  was 


at  the  conventicle  in  Torwood;  and 
refusing  to  depone,  was  banished, 
and  ordered  to  the  plantations.  After  some 
months'  imprisonment,  he  falls  sick  through 
his  harsh  treatment;  and,  December  8Ui, 
the  council  liberate  him,  upon  his  giving 
bond  and  caution  under  Are  hundred  merks, 
to  compear  when  called.  I  find  little  more 
concerning  conventicles  this  year,  unless  it 
be,  that  August  11th,  Mr  Alexander  Strang 
is  called  before  the  council,  for  alleged 
keeping  of  conventicles,  which  he  positively 
denies  since  Martinmas  last,  affirming,  that 
he  waited  upon  ordinances  every  Lord's  day, 
in  the  parish  church  where  he  lives.  The 
council  dismiss  him. 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  committee  of  council^  their  actings 
in  the  west,  April  1670,  the  nuuUs  tqfon 
incumbents,  and  several  other  things  this 
year. 

In  this  section  I  shall  put  together  several 
occurrences  throughout  this  year,  which  will 
not  so  properly  come  in  upon  the  general 
subjects  in  the  following  sections,  and  may 
be  of  some  use  in  order  to  our  understanding 
the  state  of  this  church,  and  of  presbyte- 
rians;  and  I  shall  begin  with  the  attacks 
made  upon  the  episcopal  incumbents,  and 
the  violent  prosecution  of  innocent  people 
upon  that  score.  Some  of  the  occasions  of 
those  attempts,  in  the  general,  have  been 
pointed  at,  and  now  I  come  to  narrate 
plain  matter  of  fact,  as  fiu*  as  it  hath  come 
to  my  hands. 

The  order  of  time  leads  me  to  begin  with 
the  attempt  made  upon  Mr  Robert  Boyd 
curate  at  Carmunnock.  "  The  council, 
January  6th,  being  informed  of  a  robbery 
committed  upon  the  person  and  goods  of 
Bfr  Robert  Boyd,  letters  are  directed 
against  the  heritors."  We  shall  afterwards 
have  some  specimens  of  Mr  Boyd's  perse- 
cuting temper,  and  his  sitting  in  oppressive 
courts  with  mijor  White.  Whether  this 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  attack  made  upon 
him,  or  if  it  was  an  act  of  buiglary,  committed 
by  some  common  thieves,  I  do  not  know. 
But,  upon  the  26th  of  January^  I  find  a 
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deore^  gtTen  oat  againil  the  iMii* 
ton  and  pwish  of  Curmiuiiiock,  im 
the  ooancil  registen,  hearing,  that  hit  house 
was  rifled,  his  wife  wounded,  and  Mr  Boyd 
sought  for,  hut  not  got  Sir  Archibald 
Stuart  of  Castlemilk  appears,  and  acknow- 
ledges the  matter  of  &ct,  but  knows  nothing 
of  the  actors.  He  and  the  parish,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  formerly  mentioned,are  fined 
in  fifty  pounds  steriing,  and,  February  7th, 
Sir  Archibald  pays  the  fine,  and  it  is  given 
to  Mr  Robert  Boyd. 

This,  with  some  other  attempts  of  the 
like  nature,  in  other  places,  about  this  time, 
produce  a  committee  of  the  council  to 
inquire  into  them,  and  for  the  punishment 
of  the  actors,  and  some  other  things :  of  this 
it  is  proper  to  give  some  accounts.  Upon 
the  6th  of  April,  "  the  council  remit 
it  to  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  duke 
Hamilton,  and  some  others,  to  consider 
upon  ways  to  secure  orthodox  ministers, 
to  consider  the  petition  of  Mr  Alexander 
Mortimer  minister  at  Kirkcudbright,  and 
the  injiury  done  to  the  minister  of  Kilmal- 
oom;  with  power  to  call  for  the  papers 
taken  upon  Mr  John  Rae,  and  to  consider 
the  decreets  given  in  by  Bfr  Nathanael 
Fjrie,  against  keepers  of  conventicles,  and 
report"  I  have  met  with  nothing  further 
anent  Mr  Mortimer,  and  know  not  well 
what  these  papers  rekted  to,  which  were 
found  upon  Mr  Rae:  but  I  hear  they 
contained  the  names  of  some  parents, 
whose  children  he  had  baptized,  who  were 
afterwards  prosecuted  on  that  account; 
only  I  find  him  upon  the  3d  of  March, 
ordered  by  the  council  to  be  carried  from 
the  Canongate  tolbooth  to  the  Castle  of 
Stirling.  Upon  the  7th  of  April  the  report 
is  made;  and  the  council  having  consi- 
dered it,  agree  to  the  commission-instruc- 
tions, and  other  acts  brought  in  by  these 
appointed  to  consider  this  matter.  The 
tenor  of  the  commission  follows : 

dommigsions  anent  some  dUorders  m  the  west. 

"  Charles,  by  the  grace,  &c.  To  all  and 
sundry  our  lieges  and  subjects,  whom  it 
effeirs,  greeting.  Forasmuch  as,  notwith- 
standing divers  acts  of  parliament  and 
council  made  against  withdrawing  from  the 


public  worship  in  dmrdifls^  keepii 
oonventides,  or  private  meetiiqp^ 
pretext  of  wonhip,  or  other  religioat 
cisee,  by  bq»tiaing  or  monying  by  pi 
not  allowed  by  authority;  and  likewi 
security  of  ministers  in  their  persea 
goods,  against  the  interrupting  of  1 
service,  and  the  acts  of  council  made 
ministers  indulged  to  preach:  yet  s 
disloyal  and  seditious  persons,  especii 
the  shires  of  Ayr,  Lanark,  Renfrev 
others  aftor  specified,  have  of  late  c 
vened  the  said  acts,  by  deserting^  thd 
parish  kirks,  keeping  con  ventides,  diaa 
marrying  and  bi^tiaing  their  childreo 
ing  attempts  upon,  and  offering'  seva 
juries  unto  loyal  and  peaceaUe  mil 
dealing  n-ith  and  menacing  them  to 
their  churches,  and  committing  of  s 
other  disorders,  to  the  high  oontai 
our  authority,  and  great  scandal  of  ri 
And  we,  considering  that  it  doA 
much  import  our  honour,  and  the 
and  quiet  of  this  church  and  kingdoi 
some  speedy  and  effectual  course  be 
for  repressing  such  disorders  and  n 
des,  and  preventing  the  like  in  time  o 
and  that  it  may  contribute  to  the  din 
of  the  actors  and  contrivers  of  such 
ders,  that  the  same  be  tried  upon  the 
where  they  were  committed,  do,  wi 
advice  of  the  lords  of  our  privy  oi 
grant  frill  power,  warrant,  and  coma 
to  William  duke  of  Hamilton,  Ales 
earl  of  Linlithgow,  William  earl  of 
fries,  Alexander  eari  of  Kincardine 
liam  earl  of  Dundonald,  the  lord 
register,  and  Heutenant-general  Dnm 
or  any  four  of  them,  to  put  to  dv 
vigorous  execution  the  foresaid  a 
parliament  and  council  against  the  i 
veners  thereof,  within  the  shires  of  8i 
Linlithgow,  Dumbarton,  Lanark,  A] 
Renfrew,  to  levy  and  exact  the  pai 
penalties  therein  contained.  And  i 
effect  we  appoint  our  said  commisa 
or  their  quorum,  to  repair  to,  and  n 
Glasgow,  the  27th  day  of  this  instai 
thereafter,  to  meet  at  such  time 
places  within  the  said  shires  of  I 
Ayr,  and  Renfrew,  as  they  shall 
convenient;  and  then  and  there^  i 
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them  racli  peraons,  m  thej  shall  be 
inlbmied  have  oontnvened   the   foresaid 
or  may  ai  them ;  and,  if  need  be,  to 
wwrranti  and  precepts  for  citingf  them, 
witnesses  for  proving  what  shall  be 
hid   to  their  chai^pe,  to  use  all  trial  and 
fukmAatk  reqoiate,  and  to  proceed  to  ^ye 
Hntanoe  against  soch  as  they  shall  find  to 
W  ponlty,  in  fining,  confining,  or  imprison- 
of  their  persons;  and  to  put  these 
in  execution,  by  poinding  their 
goods,    imprisoning  of  their  persons,    or 
oAenriee,  as  accords :  with  power  to  our 
nid  coDmiissioners,  or  their  quorum,  to 
upon  and    commit   to  prison  such 
as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  to  take 
ition  for  the  iqipearance  of  any  persons 
before  oar  privy  connci],or  before  themselves, 
«id,  in  case  of  refusal,  to  imprison  them : 
aad  generally  with  power  to  our  commis- 
ssooers,  or  their  quorum,  to  do  and  exerce 
all  things  necessary  and  requisite  for  the 
cifiMStnal  prosecution  of  this  our  commission, 
aadthe  particulars  above  mentioned,  as  fully 
Md  freely  in  all  respects,  as  a  quorum  of  our 
ooniicil  might  have  done  themselves,  promit- 
teod  to  hold  firm  and  stable.    And  we  do 
hereby  require  all  sherifis,  stewards,  herita- 
ble bailies,  magistrates  of  burghs,  and  others 
our  good  subjects,  within  the  said  shires, 
readily  to  answer,  obey,  concur  with,  and 
sMSSt  oar  said  conmiissioners,  being  required 
thereto  by  them ;  as  they  will  be  answerable 
upon  their  highest  peril:  and  that  they 
make  report   of  their   diligence    in    the 
premises  to  our  privy  council,  betwixt  and 
the  first  council  day  in  June  next    Given 
under  our  signet  at  Edinbuigh,  April  7th, 
1670. 

"  RoTRKS,  Chancellor,    Twkxddalb, 
St  Amdkbwi,  Dkumi^mxrk, 

MOBTOVN,  SiKCLAIR, 

Atholx,  Jo.  Gilmour, 

CAlTBXXSil,  Jo.   NiSBXT, 

DuiiFK&MLiiix,  Charles  Maitland, 

Wxnci,  Robert  Murray.** 

Amvavdalx, 

Lutruetions  given  to  the  commissioners 
for  the  western  shires. 

^  Imo.  You  are  to  take  trial  of  the 
business  of  the  minister  of  Maybole,  and  the 
attempt  made  on  him,  so  fiur  as  the  same 

II. 


shall  not  be 


by  the  ooimciL 


167a 


2da  You  are  to  take  trial  anent  the 
abuse  done  to  Mr  John  Irvine  minister  at 
Kilmalcom,  both  in  the  church,  and  in  the 
house  of  Finlaston.  3tio.  You  are  to  try 
the  abuse  done  to  ,  minister,  while 

he  was  passing  through  the  town  of  Kil- 
malcom, and  likewise  any  other  attempts 
of  that  nature,  whereof  you  shall  receive 
information.  4to.  You  are  to  call  before 
you  those  persons,  for  whose  appearance 
before  the  council  the  earl  of  Linlithgow 
hath  taken  bonds,  for  their  keeping  of 
conventicles.  5to.  You  are  to  call  before 
yon  the  resetters  of  the  rebels,  and  put  the 
laws  and  acts  of  parliament  and  council  in 
execution  against  them.  6to.  In  the  trial 
to  be  taken  by  you  of  those  who  have 
contravened  the  acts  of  pariiament  and 
council,  you  are  to  begin  at  the  most 
eminent  persons,  noblemen,  and  gentlemen. 
7mo.  You  are  to  call  before  you  the 
ministers  allowed  to  preach  by  the  council, 
and  to  take  trial  what  obedience  hath  been 
given  by  them  to  the  act  of  council,  dis- 
charging them  to  lecture  before  sermomr; 
and  if  they  have  notwithstanding  lectured, 
upon  what  account  they  have  done  the 
same  ;*  and  yon  are  to  take  trial  of  their 
carriage  and  behaviour  since  they  were 
allowed  to  preach.  8vo.  You  are  em- 
powered to  call  for  thirty  horsemen  of  his 
majesty's  troops  of  guard,  to  attend  yoa  ia^ 
this  service,  and  to  execute  such  orders  and 
commands,  as  they  shall  receive  from  you, 
in  prosecution  of  your  commission.  9no. 
You  are  also  to  give  such  orders  to  the 
forces  in  the  west,  for  removing  of  their 
quarters,  and  otherwise,  as  you  shall  think 
fitting,  in  order  to  the  present  service. 
lOmo.  You  are  to  do  all  other  things  requi- 
site for  the  effectual  prosecution  of  this 
service,  which  may  tend  to  the  settling  and 
securing  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom." 

Jointly  with  these  instructions,  there  are 
orders  given  to  the  officers  and  commanders 
of  the  standing  forces,  to  obey  such  orders 
as  shall  be  directed  to  them  by  the  said 


•  This  i«  RHother  proof  of  the  real  nsture  of 
the  indulgence,  and  that  it  was  at  first  a  uiRre^ 
and  in  Uie  end  a  source  of  much  suffering.— £d. 
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oommiflriooera,  or  any  one  of  them ; 

'  and   the    council,   the    same    day, 

make  an  act  anent  the  payment  of  ministera' 

stipenda  thniat  from  their  charges,  which  I 

likewise  insert 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
considering  the  many  direct  and  violent 
means  essayed  in  the  western  shires  of  this 
kingdom,  to  thrust  orthodox  ministers  from 
their  charges;  and  that,  as  in  pursuance  of 
their  trust,  they  have  made  several  acts  and 
ordinances  for  the  security  of  the  persons  of 
those  ministers ;  so  it  is  most  consonant  with 
justice  and  equity  to  take  care  for  their 
maintenance,  where,  fr^m  just  apprehensions 
and  fears  of  being  rudely  entreated,  they  are 
forced  to  desert  and  relinquish  their  cure : 
therefore,  the  said  lords  do  declare,  that 
where  any  of  the  said  ministers  are,  by 
menacing,  just  grounds  of  fear,  or  violence, 
put  from  their  churches,  that  during  their 
natural  life  they  will  maintain  them  in  the 
possession  of  their  benefices  and  stipends* 
according  to  their  rights  thereunto.  As 
also,  in  the  cases  where  the  said  ministers 
shall  be  provided  to  other  kirks  and  bene- 
fices, whereby  the  former  churches  shall 
become  vacant,  the  said  lords  do  declare, 
they  will  give  power  and  warrant  to  the 
collectors  of  the  vacant  stipends,  to  intromit 
with  the  benefice,  and  uplih  the  stipends  be- 
longing to  the  said  churches ;  and  that  ay 
^4  while  orthodox  ministers  be  settled  in 
the  same  by  presentations  from  the  patrons, 
and  collations  from  the  archbishop  or 
bishops  of  the  dioceses  where  they  ly, 
according  to  law." 

In  order  to  ripen  matters  for  this  com- 
mission, the  earls  of  Dumfries  and  Dun- 
donald  are   appointed  by  the   council  to 

make  inquiry  beforehand,  that  the  work  of 
the  commissioners  may  be  shortened  as 
much  as  may  be.  The  procedure  of  this 
commission,  as  to  the  indulged  ministers, 
hath  been  already  given  account  of;  and  I 
only  now  consider  what  they  did  as  to 
orthodox  ministers,  as  they  called  them, 
who  were  attacked.  The  business  of  the 
attempt  alleged  to  be  made  at  Maybole  in 
Ayrshire,  and  Kilmalcom  in  Renfrewshire, 
were  before  the  committee ;  but  indeed  no- 
thinjg^  eou)d  he  found  in  either  of  them  of 


great  importance,  so  I  shall  give  but  a  hint 
of  each. 

Maybole  bnsineas  is  firrt  in  their  instrae- 
tions,  and  it  stood  that.  When  the  oob- 
mittee  were  at  Ayr,  Mr  Jaffinay,  cnrats 
there,  renewed  his  complaint^  which  he  had 
formerly  tabled  before  the  ooandl;  that 
some  of  his  parishioners  had  attempted  to 
murder  him,  and  diachaiged  a  pistol  at  hit 
breast  The  ball,  he  said,  came  upon  i 
book,  which  he  was  carrying  in  his  boson 
under  his  coat,  and  this  saved  his  lift. 
Every  body  almost  redconed  this  an  ill 
made  story,  to  get  a  little  money,  by  way  of 
fine,  from  the  parish.  The  heritors  andp^ 
rishioners  c^ered  to  prove  before  the  co» 
mittee,  that  when  Mr  Jafiray  first  divulged 
the  attempt  alleged  to  be  made  upon  lUn^ 
and  showed  the  book  which  he  said  wm 
imder  his  coat,  the  book  was  indeed  pieroedl, 
as  seemed,  by  a  ball,  but  his  coat  had  no  holi 
in  it ;  so  senselessly  was  the  foi^^ery  mads. 
But  this  method,  though  very  natural,  oooU 
not  be  allowed.  Mr  Jafiray  was  permitted 
to  produce  all  his  proofs  and  evidences  Is 
fix  the  guilt,  but  in  vsin,  for  nothing  could 
be  proven :  and  generally  it  was  bdieved, 
he  had  pierced  his  book  himself,  and  forgot 
to  make  a  hole  in  his  coat  So  this  busi* 
ness  ended  in  laughter,  and  very  quickly  hit 
parishioners  brought  in  more  solid  oom- 
pUiints  against  him,  as  we  shall  hear,  this 
same  year. 

Mr  John  Irvine's  business  stood  thos. 
In  February  or  March,  it  was  pretended, 
evil  was  designed  against  him :  he  was  in- 
deed, and  not  without  ground,  very  ill  liked 
in  Kilmalcom.  While  he  was  preaching  oa 
a  Lord's  day,  some  boys  cast  a  bit  of  a 
rotten  stick  at  the  pulpit  in  time  of  sermon,  j 
Upon  the  noise  it  made  upon  the  pulpi^  ho  ^ 
presently  left  it,  and  got  to  his  own  house. 
As  he  went  home  in  a  fear  and  haste,  scum 
of  the  boys  followed  him,  with  huxzas  and 
cries,  till  he  got  into  his  house.  This  is  all 
I  can  hear  of.  A  terrible  noise  is  made, 
that  the  minister  had  been  stoned  out  of  his 
pulpit,  and  forced  to  flee  for  his  life  to  the 
manse.  The  committee  examined  this  riol^ 
and  found  nothing  in  it  but  a  freak  of  some 
idle  boys,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  very  un> 
worthy  of  such  a  sputter  as  had  been  mado 
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abool  it  What  tenteooe  they  came  to  at 
Gh^goWy  I  know  not;  bnt  I  soppose  they 
mutted  this  afiair  to  the  council :  for  in 
tibeir  reon^  June  16th,  they  find  James 
Watson,  James  Rankin,  John  Hattrick,  and 
William  Sinclair,  guilty  of  the  tumult  in 
Kilmakxm,  and  of  hounding  out  of  dogs  on 
the  minister ;  and  the  council  order  them  to 
ha  transported  to  the  plantations.  And, 
upon  the  83d  of  June,  John  Hattrick  and 
WilKam  Sinclair,  because  of  their  youth,  are 
liberate,  upon  condition  of  their  appearing 
belbiv  the  congregation,  and  declaring  their 
aoROir  for  abusing  the  minister  of  Kilmal- 
OOBB.  Whether  the  other  two  were  banished, 
ergot  off  the  same  way,  I  have  not  informa- 
Upon  July  14th,  I  find  the  storm 
v^Km  the  parish;  and  the  heritors  and 
parishioners  of  Kilmalcom  are  first  fined  in 
fifty  pounds  sterling,  and  then  it  is  increased 
to  a  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  Mr  John 
Irrine ;  and  the  lairds  of  Duchal  and  Cam- 
annn,  two  heritors,  then  at  Edinburgh,  are 
disdiaiged  to  leaye  the  town  till  they  pay 
that  sum. 

It  was  thought  that  the  discoTeries  this 
coiuicil-oommittee  would  make,  might  be  a 
fMmdation  of  taking  away  the  indulgence ; 
bat  the  members  of  the  committee  found  all, 
or  moat  of  the  alleged  disorders  among  the 
common  people,  were  occasioned  by  the  ill 
carriage  of  the  incumbents.  Indeed  their 
naughtiness,  drinking,  oaths,  and  unclean- 
neaa  rendered  them  very  hateful ;  and  their 
oppressions,  and  harsh  treatment  of  their 
people,  had  produced  some  disorders:  so 
nothing  was  further  done  at  this  time  against 
the  indulged. 

There  are  two  other  attempts  this  year 
upon  the  incumbents  I  have  met  with,  and 
shall  bring  them  in  here.  June  9th,  the 
council  order  out  summons  against  the 
parishioners  of  Neilston,  for  a  riot  com- 
mitted upon  their  minister,  Mr  Alexander 
Kinnier,  and  his  wife.  It  was  libeUed,  that 
some  time  in  May,  upon  a  Saturday  at 
twelve  at  night,  nine  or  ten  men  came  into 
the  house,  beat  Mr  Kinnier  and  his  wife, 
and  plundered  the  house.  The  heritors  are 
fined  m  a  thousand  pounds  Scots,  and  Allan 
Stuart  of  Kirktonn  is  forbid  to  remore  from 
Edinburgh  till  it  be  paid.    And,  August  28th, 


I  find  the 


of  Okasftwd,  in 


1670. 


Lanarkshire,  are  most  injuriously 
fined.  It  is  alleged,  that  some  perM>ns  in 
arms  attacked  the  house  of  Mr  James 
Finlay,  incumbent  there,  searched  for  him, 
and  plundered  the  house.  July  14th,  the 
council  fine  the  parish  in  a  thousand  pounds 
Scots.  The  house  was  indeed  broke  by 
common  thieves  and  robbers;  some  of  them 
taken  for  other  crimes,  and  executed,  at 
their  death  confessed  they  had  broke  Mr 
Finlay*s  house;  and,  before  their  death, 
declared,  that  to  their  knowledge  there  wtm 
not  two  dollars  worth  of  skaith  done  to 
him,  and  not  one  person  in  the  parish  was 
in  the  least  concerned. 

Some  other  particulars,  I  meet  with  this 
year,  shall  fill  up  this  section,  that  the  sub- 
jects of  the  two  folioH-ing  may  not  be  in- 
terrupted; and  they  shall  be  narrated  just 
in  the  order  they  fell  out  January  13th, 
the  council  publish  a  very  good  proclama- 
tion against  papists,  which  is  printed ;  and 
had  it  been  prosecute  with  as  much  care  and 
application,  as  their  proclamations  against 
conventicles,  and  in  defence  of  their  ortho- 
dox ministers,  it  had  been  more  for  the  in- 
terests of  real  religion.  But  the  prelates 
saw  to  the  one  and  neglected  the  other;  so, 
I  find,  the  same  day  the  council  recommend 
it  again  to  the  archbishops  and  bishops,  to 
gather  up  lists  of  persons  who  are  piq[nsts, 
and  suspect  of  popery ;  and  that  a  general 
list  be  formed  out  of  them,  and  laid  before 
the  council,  January  Ist  next  to  come.  At 
that  time  I  find  no  return  made. 

With  what  views  a  dischaige  was  granted, 
April  9th  this  year,  to  general  I^iel,  I 
know  not;  but  I  have  before  me  a  copy  of 
a  patent,  which  passed  at  this  time  under 
the  great  seal:  **  giving  and  granting  him, 
his  heirs  and  executors,  a  fiill  and  ample 
discharge  and  exoneration  of  that  trust  and 
employment  he  had  as  lieutenant-general, 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot,  captain  of  a 
troop  of  horse,  and  a  company  of  foot,  and 
of  the  whole  heads  and  tenor  of  the  said 
four  commissions,  from  July  19th  1666, 
until  April  8th  1668,  when  they  were 
recalled ;  declaring  that  he  shall  never  be 
questioned,  cited,  or  challenged  for  any 
actings,  orders,  or  deeds  doue^  ot  Qimm^k^NA^ 
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1670  ^  *^y  '"^  ^^^  been,  in  these  c^ni- 
'  cities,  by  the  king  or  his  succes- 
■on,  or  any  having  power  from  them.*' 
"Vnthout  doubt  the  general  needed  such 
a  dischaige,  and  probably  it  is  now  passed 
with  a  view  to  his  entering  upon  the  full 
possession  of  some  of  the  forfeited  estates. 
In  July  this  year,  Mr  John  Menxies, 
minister  of  the  gospel  at  Carlaverock,  near 
Dumfries,  after  ho  had  for  some  time  ob- 
served the  phun  favour  shown  to  papists, 
and  had  again  and  again  remonstrate  against 
the  growth  of  popery,  to  the  bishop  in  the 
diocesan  meeting,  and  to  his  brethren  of  the 
exercise ;  when  he  saw  so  many  fiivouring 
popery,  and  violent  in  persecuting  pro- 
testants,  he  at  first  withdrew  from  their 
meetings,  and  at  length  he  sent  his  written 
testimony  to  the  presbytery  of  Dumfries, 
July  12th  this  year,  and  therein  he  declares 
against  prelacy,  as  connected  with  popery, 
and  what  he  had  now  discovered  a  great 
evil  in.  His  own  paper  will  speak  best  for 
him.  How  his  testimony,  which  he  desires 
may  be  recorded,  was  taken,  and  what 
foUowed  upon  it,  I  know  not,  but  have  in- 
serted it  at  the  foot  of  the  page.*    We 


*  Mr  John  Menzie/  lestinumu,  July^  12, 1670. 
That  which  hath  saddened  the  heart,  and  been 
matter  of  lamentation  to  many,  is,  that  when 
through  the  good  hand  of  God  upon  us,  through 
the  goodness  of  our  laws,  civil  and  ecclesiastic, 
and  through  the  faithfulness  and  diligence  of 
the  watchmen  of  the  Lord's  house,  the  abomi- 
nation of  popery  was  almost  rooted  out  of  our 
land,  that  that  noisome  and  pernicious  weed 
hath  of  late  years  gotten  a  great  footing 
amongst  us  again  :  and  while  not  only  the 
noisome  tares  of  popery,  (being  nothing  else  but 
a  bundle  of  the  groi(»eet  neresies,  blasphemies, 
idolatry,  and  antichrist  ian  apostasy)  are  not 
only  sown  and  under  the  clod,  but  fair  above 
ground,  overspread  many  parts  of  our  land,  as 
the  sad  experience  of  our  bomids  doth  testify, 
but  also  profanity  of  all  sorts  abounding  amongst 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people ;  and  while  many 
godly  in  the  land  are  mourning  in  secret  for 
these  abominations,  as  being  a  sad  prognostic  of 
the  Lord's  departing  from  us,  and  a  judicial 
stroke  ot  his  vengeance,  punishing  us  for  some 
former  apostasies,  and  neglect  of  the  exercise  of 
religion,  that  the  spiritual  watchmen  of  the 
lord's  house,  to  whom  the  care  of  these  things 
doth  principally  belong,  and,  for  any  thing 
known  to  us,  while  others  are  weeping,  they  are 
not  concerned,  lying  by  secure.  It  is  likewiM> 
not  unknown  to  some  of  you,  that  albeit,  at 
some  of  the  later  synods,  1  did  regret  the  growth 
of  tbebe  ills,  and  did  entreat  that  some  effectual 
rmmedf  might  be  made*  use  of,  prevenUiig  the 


shall  afterwards  meet  with  ion«  othfln,  who 
very  happily  had  their  eyes  opened  to  see 
the  evil  of  their  oonformity  to  prelacy,  and 
left  the  bishops  and  thebr  waj,  finon  a  fall 
conviction  of  this. 

Throughout  this  year,  mew  diaooveries 
began  to  appear  of  the  viUanj  and  oppra- 
sion  of  the  former  year^  particiilaiiy  ef  Sir 
William  Bannanfyne's  grievooa  opprearioot 
I  find  several  heritorB  and  gentlemen  ^iplj^ 
ing  to  the  council,  and  oomplaining  that  Sr 
William  and  others  had  taken  away  thor 
rights  and  evidences  in  the  year  1667,  aid 
craving  that  they  may  be  returned :  and  tk 
council  are  so  just,  aa  to  order  their  cMi 
to  return  any  of  them  which  are  in  ihm 

To  conclude  this  section;  when  tiM  tiae 
of  the  parliament's  sitting  drew  near,  tb 
commissioner  Landerdale  cornea  down  aboit 
the  end  of  July,  and  he,  to  ingratiate  bin- 
self  ii-ith  the  prelates,  renem's  the  aeveritiv 
against  the  presbjrterian  outed  mimsbBn 
Upon  his  arrival  at  Edinbuigh,  he  diachaign, 
by  proclamation,  any  of  them  from  coubf 
to  town  without  license,  and  that  under  tk 
pain  of  death.    And  at  the  same  time^  m 


further  increase  of  the  same  :  albeit  much  w« 
promised,  yet  nothing  hath  been  performed.  1 
did  likewise  often  represent  and  regret  tajrw 
the  reverend  brethren  of  the  exerclae  her^  Ike 
abounding  of  these  abominations  in  most  paiisb- 
es  of  this  presbytery,  and  particularly  withb 
the  bounds  of  my  charge,  desirinc  uat  sach 
power  as  God  hath  put  in  our  handa,  might  b 
used  for  stopping  of  these  iUs ;  and  partlcolartf 
the  last  day  J  was  at  your  meeting,  I  did  derin 
that  by  an  act  of  presbytery  (as  once  bdif^ 
though  afterwards  slighted)  it  might  be  ap- 
pointed, that  every  one  within  the  boands  d 
their  several  charges,  should  proceed  agaiaflt  all 

firofessing  popery,  to  the  dote  of  the  process  at 
east,  M  against  the  proline;  and  that  they 
should  bring  in  the  jHirticular  liata  so  soao  ■ 
any  made  defection,  but  was  plainly  refined  that 
any  such  art  should  be  made  thereauent  that 
day,  and  rather  judged  impertinent,  it  beiaf 
declared  not  to  be  seasonable ;  and  aome  of  yaa 
asserting  them  to  be  the  presbytery'a  useful 
friends :  in  consideration  whereof,  as  I  haws 
not  kept  with  vou  since,  so  1  conceiving  nysatf 
bound  in  conscience  to  represent  unto  you  tUi 
my  testimony  against  popery.  In  the  roots  and 
branches  thereof,  and  your  not  enjoinlngr  it  at  i 
duty  on  every  member,  to  proceed  to  exi^ommu- 
nication  against  the  people  of  these  abomina- 
tions, and  that  without  anv  delay,  I  shall  lik** 
wise  not  conceal  from  vou,  ttie  reverend  bnthrcD 
here,  that  my  beholding  this  yoor  way*  baifc 
occasioned   my  more  amoua  tboughts  of  tkv 
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been  hinted  at  in  the  former  section, 
al  cf  them  who  were  most  frequent  in 
•hang,  are  dted  to  appear  before  the 
cil,  at  Mveral  diets,  in  Aognat.  Most 
5  ministers  who  were  cited,  came  in  as 
tlj  as  they  could,  to  inform  themselves 
they  were  to  expect :  and  finding  that 
r  many  of  them,  were  to  be  shut  up  in 
a,  and  banished  their  native  country, 
iereral  meetings  together,  they  resdlved 

i  of  eonformity  with  prelacy :  aod  albeit, 
«pery  and  protaoity  may  be  very  accidenUl 
I  coarse  or  ooDformity  with  prelacy ;  yet 
Unc  that  (which  ii  the  observation  of 
i  •!  ail  persuasions^  these  two  pernicious 
I  thrive  so  kindly  in  your  soil,  It  hath 
1  me  now  more  tnan  ever  to  search  what 
d  can  be  in  that  way.  And  being  also  called 


id  by  his  late  disoensations,  to  a  serious 

irtiealar  search  o/  my  way,  while  in  the 

means  1  have  sought  the  Lord  for  light 


I,  this  is  the  result  of  what  I  have  attained 
At  If  through  scripture-light,  and  other 
ements  (wbAtever  others  do),  cannot  any 
r  adhere  tooootbrmity  with  prelacy,  with- 
be  grievous  wounding  of  my  conscience, 
which  I  dare  not  adventure ;  and  that  by 
brmer  conformity,  I  have  exceedingly 
led  God,  and  have  been  a  stumUing-block 
I  way  of  people :  for  the  which,  as  I  dnire 

humbled  before  God,  so  I  crave  pardon 

his  people  whom  I  have  offended.  Thb 
bone,  upon  the  account  of  no  worldly  ed- 
ge, for  no  shadow  hereof  can  be  alleged ; 
ny  witness  is  in  heaven,  I  do  it  only  for 
iery  of  God,  the  edification  of  his  people, 
the  exoneration  of  my  own  conscience, 
new  not  knowing  when,  where,  and  how 
[  may  be  allowed  to  advise  you,  or  any  of 
«fd*s  people  in  his  name^  to  tiiat  which, 
le  Lord's  strength,  I  mind  to  practise, 
lamble  advice  is,  that  you  would  consider 
ways,  and  ponder  that  you  are  to  make  an 
nt  of  the  exercise  of  your  talents,  before  it 
ig,  that  your  peace  may  be  well  bottomed 

ye  are  to  st«>p  into  eternity.  And  since 
of  the  growth  of  these  ills  has  its  rise  from 
Bgligence  of  such  as  should  be  the  faithful 
rs  of  his  vineyard,  I  shall  yet  once  more 
:  you,  in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  ye 
be  glory  of  God,  the  credit  of  the  gospel,  the 
Ion  of  these  deluded  wanderers,  the  secu- 
f  your  own  peace  in  a  day  of  strait,  which 
wn  maj  make  you  meet  with,  albeit  ye  now 

he  hath  made  3rour  mountain  stand  strong, 
a  ye  would  clear  yourselves  of  that  reign- 
amdal  of  a  sensible  compliance  with  the 
i  of  these  abominations;  and  that  when 
'  of  vour  brethren  are  cast  out,  whom  the 

haul  made  polished  shafts  in  his  own 
hand,  for  gaining  many  souls  unto  Christ, 
mdi  an  oversight  should  be  indulged  to 

who  have  been  destroyers  of  the  Lord's 
mountain,  and  have  laid  his  vinejrard 
•;  that  in  this  nick  of  time  ye  would  bestir 
elves  for  the  reducing  of  some,  con- 
ig  of  others  of  their  ways,  according  to 

plaes^  power  and  calling,  separate  the 
KM  fraiD  the  vile,  thai  tluy  may  no  more 


not  to  compear.  However,  when  ^.^ 
together  they  agreed  upon  the 
draught  of  a  letter  to  be  sent  through 
their  brethren,  and  the  people  of  their 
persuasion,  up  and  down  the  country,  to 
stir  them  up  to  more  than  ordinary  prayer 
and  supplications.  And  that  the  reader 
may  have  a  view  of  the  excellent  spirit  of 
these  good  men,  I  have  inserted  it  as  a 
note.*      This   paper  was   very   quicken^ 


infect  the  weak  of  the  Ix>rd*s  flock,  or  poUute 
or  offend  any  more  upon  the  Lord's  holy  moun- 
tain; otherwise  it  Is  much  to  be  feared,  the 
Lord  will  reckon  with  you  for  the  blood  of 
souls,  make  you  contemptible  in  the  sight  of 
others,  make  you  to  be  trampled  on  as  unsavoury 
salt,  yea,  make  yoa  become  vile  in  the  eyes  of 
these  hardened  ones,  whom,  albeit  they  walk 
with  yott  for  the  present  with  homa  of  a  lamb, 
yet  afterward  ye  may  hear  them  speak  with  the 
month  of  a  dragon,  and  to  prove  pricks  in  your 
eyes,  and  thorns  in  your  sides,  in  the  day  when 
your  greatest  straits  and  saddest  trials  shall 
oome.  And  finally,  brethren,  as  for  prelacy, 
whereupon  the  Lord  hath  stamped  thia  mark  of 
his  displeasure,  that  under  it  truth  and  godliness 
have  been  under  a  sensible  decay,  so  that  ye 
would  consider  and  ponder  the  same  imoar- 
tially,  in  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary;  then, 
who  knows  but  ye  shall  discover  it  to  be  a  plant 
not  set  by  the  hand  of  God,  but  of  man,  and 
which  the  Lord,  in  his  own  time,  may  oiuse  to 
be  plucked  out  of  his  own  vineyard  again.  In 
ail  which,  as  I  hope  not  to  be  mistalcen,  as  de- 
signing any  more  than  is  expressed,  it  being  the 
fint-fruits  of  my  self-cenvictlon ;  so  it  is 
earnestly  desired,  that  this  my  sobor  testimony 
may  be  insert  and  registrate  in  your  books  of 
presbytery ;  and  I  shall  remain  years,  to  serve 
yoa  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

Jomt  MxKsxKs. 
*  Letter  from  a  meeting  qfmmutert,  1070. 
What  grMvoos  things  do  afflict  the  church  of 
Christ  this  day  in  these  nations,  and  among 
oarselves  cannot  be  unknown,  to  such,  at  least, 
who  have  made  it  their  choice  rather  to  suffer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy 
the  pleasores  of  sin  for  a  season ;  and  who,  but 
strangers  in  our  Israel,  can  choose  but  to  be 
affected  with,  and  lament  these  things  that  have 
oome  to  pass  in  these  days?  llie  holy  and 
beautiful  house  of  the  Lord,  where  both  we  and 
our  fathers  have  served  him,  and  all  oar  plessant 
things  made  waste,  the  walls  of  Jerusalem 
broken  down,  and  the  gates  thereof  (as  if  bnmed 
with  fire),  Zion  flowed  like  a  field,  Jerusalem 
beomie  heaps,  and  the  mountain  of  tiie  bouse  of 
the  I^rd  as  the  high  places  of  the  forest,  the 
rod  of  wickedness  lying  upon  the  lot  of  the 
righteous,  and  not  a  few  in  hazard  to  put  forth 
their  hand  to  iniquity,  our  pastors  removed  into 
comers,  and  strangers  in  the  habitation  of  the 
Lord,  plants  sure  not  of  the  heavenly  Father*s 
(Wanting,  idle  shepherds,  feeding  themselves  and 
not  the  flock,  who  have  eaten  up  the  good  pas- 
tures, treading  down  and  defiling  the  rMuiue 
with  their  feet,  thrusting  with  side  and  should^ 
the  tender  and  &&thf  u\  of  t)K%  ^o^  so  %a  «m)n« 
by  many  the  sscrifkces  aC  \Ya  liwed  iEMiii^«rTa^\ 
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.     ing  and  apitiniiig,  and  many  were 

*  put   by    it  to  set  apart  days  for 

lasting  and  wrestling.     The  prooedure  of 

the  parliament  this  year,  is  what  I  come 

now  to  give  some  account  of. 


SECT.  lU. 

Of  the  laws  and  acts  of  the  second  session 
of  parliament,  July  and  August  1670,  in 
as  far  as  they  concern  presbyterians. 

This  short  session  of  parliament  began 


•re  not  the  laws  tnuBgreMed  both  divine  and 
humaa,  which  formerly  were  in  yigour  la  fa- 
vours of  the  church  and  spouie  of  Christ,  his 
ordinances  changed,  the  covenant  broken  and 
made  void,  of  which  sometime  it  was  said, 
'*  Come,  and  let  us  join  ourselves  to  the  Lord  in 
a  perpetual  covenant,  never  to  be  foi^otten  ?** 
What  restraints  have  been  put  upon  all,  and  are 
still  continued,  yea,  increased  upon  the  most 
part  of  the  godly  outed  ministry  of  the  nation, 
so  as  they  have  not  only  for  a  long  time  been 
thrust  from  their  particular  flocks,  but  now  are 
made  obnoxious  to  the  greatest  severities,  if  they 
shall  but  dispense  the  word  in  private  families, 
or  any  where  else,  where  the  Lord  in  his  provi- 
dence, bv  the  hunger  and  necessity  of  his  people, 
may  call  them  to  it?  What  impositions  are  put 
upon  the  consciences  both  oi  ministers  and 
people,  b^  extraordinary  and  arbitrary  oaths, 
subscriptions,  and  otherwise  as  well  in  the 
matter  of  hearing  as  preaching?  A  true  and 
faithful  ministry,  suffering  (we  are  bold  to  say) 
for  tho  testimony  of  Jesus  Cnrist,  inhibit,  under 
most  severe  punishment,  to  be  beard  so  much  as 
praying,  and  a  company  of  profane  intruders 
commanded  to  be  countenanced  in  all  their  ad- 
ministrations, who  have  sufficiently  verified  it 
in  themselves,  that  the  great  Shepherd  of  the 
flock  never  sent  them ;  and  yet  they  ran,  and 
have  so  far  bv  their  way  made  it  more  than 
palpable,  that  tbev  shall  not  profit  his  people  at 
all.  O  how  hath  the  Lord  scattered  us  in  the 
day  of  his  anger !  How  many  of  his  dear  servants 
and  people  made  wanderers,  chased  from  moun- 
tain to  nill,  not  having  where  to  lay  their  head, 
no  peace  now  to  him  that  goes  out,  nor  to  him 
that  comes  in,  but  rather  great  vexations  upon 
all  who  have  any  sense  either  of  the  sins  or 
judgments  of  these  times?  And  what  shall  be 
thought  of  the  case  of  the  poor  starved  multitude, 
who  are  as  sheep  without  their  shepherd,  yea, 
of  the  whole  posterity,  while  there  are  so  many 
pn^ant  presumptions  of  the  lx>rd*s  leaving  the 
nations,  removing  of  our  candlrotick,  and  of  the 
quenching  of  the  light  of  our  Israel?  Have  not 
all  ranks  corrupted  their  way?  many  poor,  and 
foolish,  and  have  not  ^though  in  the  clearest 
sunshine  of  the  gospel)  Known  the  way  of  the 
liord,  nor  the  judgment  of  their  God ;  and  if  we 
take  us  to  the  great  and  mighty  of  the  nations, 
have  not  these  altogether  broken  the  yoke,  and 
burst  the  bands?  Whnt  encroachments  have 
iwRer  nuJe  upon  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  our 
ManiMod  JUuster,  Jesus  Christ,  the  alone  K\i>ti 


July  2Sth,  and  continaed  about  a  montk 
The  design  of  it,  if  wo  may  judge  by  iti 
actings,  was  to  promote  the  prqjected  umoa 
with  England,  and  to  iiTet  prelacy.  The 
6rst  was  as  much  despised  in  England,  si 
the  last  was  hated  in  Scotland.  Our  pailia> 
ment  begin  with  an  act  empowering  tlM  Id^f 
to  name  commissioners  to  treat  with  £i^ 
land,  in  order  to  an  union  betwixt  the  Idi^ 
doms ;  and  then  they  &11  very  fool  upon  thi 
presbyterians,  both  as  a  set  of  peof^  who 
still  set  up  upon  the  foot  of  liberty,  ani 
against  absolute  and  illimited  power,  and  t» 


of,  and  Lawgiver  to  his  church,  as  if  he  wm 
not  so  faithful  over  hia  own  house,  as  to  bra 
appointed  and  left  upon  record  in  hb  own  w«H 
the  clear  warrant  and  particular  rules  of  Al 
spiritual  jurisdiction  and  discipline  tbereia,  ^ 
tinct  from,  and  independent  upon  the  poww 
and  civil  governments  of  this  world  ?  And  ai 
not  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  lands  guilty  of  li- 
gratitnde  and  unthankfulneas,  and  sligbtiof  if 
tiMt  inestimable  benefit  of  the  glorious  goapclff 
the  Son  of  God?  for  which  sin  it  was  the  i» 
precation  of  a  faithful  witness  and  martyr  if 
Christ  in  this  nation,  that  dreadful  aboold  «r 
plagues  be.  And  were  there  no  more,  who  as 
sufficiently  lament  the  introducing  of  that  il^ 
jured  preiacy  once  and  again  amour  as,  Ik 
doleful  breed  and  product  whereof  bath  eiv 
been,  and  this  day  is  the  growth  of  popw^ 
abounding  of  profanity  and  atheism,  besides  m 
other  miseries  we  are  under  ?  May  not  all  M 
be  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  just  di^leasure  if 
the  Lord,  gone  forth  against  us  in  do  smal 
measure,  and  give  just  grounds  of  fear  of  Hi 
continuance,  till  there  lie  no  remedy?  Aii 
hence  we  may  say,  who  is  the  ^vise  man  tM 
may  understand  this,  and  who  is  he  to  whsa 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken,  that  be  auff 
declare  it  for  what  the  land  perisheth  ?  Is  ■ 
not  because  we  have  forsaken  his  law,  which  li 
hath  set  before  us,  and  have  not  obeyed  bis  voie% 
nor  walked  therein,  but  have  walked  after  thi 
imagination  of  our  own  hearts?  For  fhsrn 
things  may  not  our  hearts  be  faint,  and  em 
eyes  be  dim  ?  But,  which  puts  on  the  capstflBi 
upon  all  the  sin  and  judgment  we  are  under,  ii 
it  not  evident  that  the  Lord  hath  sent  his  plagMi 
upon  our  hearts?  Being  made  desolate,  do  «t 
yet  lay  it  to  heart?  Being  made  desolate^  dt 
we  yet  mourn  unto  him  ?  Are  we  as  doves  ia 
the  valleys,  every  one  mourning  for  his  iniooiM? 
Is  there  a  turning  to  the  Ixird  with  all  tai 
heart,  yea,  with  fasting  in  our  mourning,  aai 
with  weeping?  Are  the  priests,  the  miaistan 
of  the  Lord,  weeping  between  the  porch  and  tbi 
altar,  saying,  "  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord?" 
Were  it  thus,  then  the  Lord  should  be  jeaUoi 
fur  this  land,  and  pity  his  people;  but,  alas! 
instead  of  all  this,  what  impcnitency !  few  si 
much  as  reflecting  and  saymg.  What  have  I 
done?  How  little  kindlinesA  or  tender  mehisg 
of  heart,  either  as  to  sad  things  threBtened»  ^ 
presently  lying  on,  and  yet  even  this  little  ha* 
walled  or  lamented?  Bow  little  kindly  sj*> 
l^Oa^  w\\3i  Oemm  wVMftbMC  the  burden  and  Ml 
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their  enemies  the  prelates  the  more 
hearty  in  the  matter  of  the  unioD,  as  had 
been  remarked.  Thus  their  second  act, 
Angnst  3d.  relates  to  those  **  who  refuse  to 


of  the  day?  Some  more  ready  to  censure  the 
aflUcUon*  or  otbersi,  eren  for  the  pospers  sake, 
imr  to  partake  themselves  with  them  therein. 
What  remissness  (may  it  not  be  feared)  will  be 
found  in  secret  duties?  And  how  few  consider 
one  another,  to  provoke  to  love  and  to  good 
works,  not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  ourselves 
together,  as  the  manner  of  too  many  is,  but  ex- 
hM^ing  one  another  so  much  the  more,  as  we 
see  the  day  approaching;  and  when  at  some 
times  a  watch  haih  been  set  up,  and  time  set  apart 
for  serious  wrestling  with  God,  and  vows  and 
resolutions  renewed,  and,  it  may  be,  some  begun 
reformation  and  amendment  of  many  things; 
yet  how  inconstant  have  we  been  in  all  these, 
much  of  our  diligence  failing  and  rising  with 
the  aharpnesa  and  bluntness  of  our  trials?  And 
when  in  the  furnace  we  are  scummed  as  dross, 
and  in  the  fire  our  scum  goeth  not  from  us, 
what  may  we  think  shall  God  do  to  us,  but  even 
gather,  blow  upon,  and  consume  us  by  the 
pouring  out  of  nis  Spirit?  Where  also  is  that 
miform  zeal  for  the  cause  of  God,  the  purity 
and  peace  of  godliness  ?  Where  is  that  Chris- 
tian and  tender  sympathy  for  our  suffering 
brethren,  the  Lord's  witnesses,  to  which  we  are 
■alcainly  tied,  and  which  hsth  been  so  often 
both  the  profession  and  practice  of  this  church 
frmn  our  first  reformation  from  popery,  U*  this 
imjt  that  what  should  be  done  to  one,  should  be 
reckoned  and  accounted  as  done  to  all,  in  this 
common  cause  of  religion,  all  this  being  no  other 
than  the  due  expression  of  thnt  native  fellow- 
feeling,  which  ought  to  be  among  the  members 
of  Christ*8  body ;  yet  are  not  now  every  one  left 
to  do  for  themselves?  Some  crouching  under  the 
harden,  others  sinking  as  much  as  ever  under 
tlie  cares  of  a  present  life,  and  of  their  temporal 
being,  some,  it  mav  be,  secretly  blessing  tnem- 
telTca  In  their  freedom  from  the  afflicting  things 
of  the  time,  when  others  are  tossed  twixt  wind 
and  wave:  this  cannot  be  the  blessedness  we 
wore  wont  to  speak  of,  when  we  could  sooner 
have  plucked  out  our  eycH  for  Christ  and  his 
gospel,  and  a  pure  ministry  and  lively  ordi- 
nances, than  thus  before  our  eves  (if  we  would 
bdieve  it)  to  see  all  these  sacrificed  to  the  lust 
of  men,  and  given  up  and  betrayed  to  prevailing 
wickedness  and  irreligion,  and  to  a  mystery  of 
iniquity,  which  is  now  so  evidently  working. 
AhsB !  ahall  not  this  imminent  utter  confusion 
and  dcoolation  awake  the  Lord's  poor  church 
and  people  of  these  nations?  O  that  the  Lord 
would  pour  out  his  spirit  upon  all  his  servants 
and  people,  even  upon  so  many  of  all  ranks 
within  toe  land,  who  have  altogether  fallen  from 
tlidr  stodAwtneM,  that  with  more  open  eyes 
thoj  might  discern  both  the  danger  this  poor 
chnreli  is  in,  and  the  remedies  thereof.  Now, 
dearly  beloved  in  our  Lord  Jesus,  some  few  of 
ids  ministers  and  companions  with  you  in  the 
cammon  tribulation,  and  in  the  patience  and 
sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ,  have  found  it  a  small 
part  of  tliat  duty  tliat  we  owe  unto  you,  to  put 
pan  in  mind  of  tlicse  things  we  have  been  hint- 
ing at,  though  you  know  them,  and  to  stir  you 
up  by  way  of  nvoemhraace,  und  that  nut  only  ^ 


depone  against  delinqoents  ;**   and 
being  afterwards  the  foundation  of      '  * 
DO  small  trouble  to  the  sufferers,  I  have  in- 
sert it  at  the  foot  of  the  page.*    By  delin- 


to  provoke  you  and  ourselves  both  to  a  deep 
sense  of  these  transgressions  and  sins,  whereby 
we  have  provoked  the  Lord  thus  sadly  to 
threaten  us  with  a  bill  of  divorce,  to  be  no  more 
a  spouse  to  him,  but  also  to  establish  you,  and 
to  comfort  you  concerning  your  faith,  that  no 
man  should  be  moved  by  these  afflictions  which 
have  either  happened  to  you  or  us,  ye  yourselves 
knowing  that  we  are  appointed  thereunto,  being 
even  in  this  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel: 
but  the  intent  of  our  letter  to  you  at  this  time, 
is  to  stir  you  up  to  that  great  mean  and  duty 
(all  that  seems  now  to  be  left  unto  us)  of  srrious 
prayer,  supplications  and  wrestlings  with  onr 
displeased  Lord,  both  alone  and  together,  as  the 
Lord  shall  give  opportunity.  And  because  we 
are  not  willing  to  advise  any  change  of  or  addi- 
tion to  these  times,  so  many  of  the  Lord's  people 
have  been  in  use  to  set  apart  for  that  effect 
hitherto ;  therefore,  we  shall  only  beseech  you 
in  the  bowels  of  Christ,  to  receive  that  exercise 
upon  all  occasions,  but  now  especially  upon  the 
days  formerly  observed,  and  to  hold  more  closely 
and  vigorously  thereunto,  fervent  in  spirit, 
serving  the  Lord.  Need  we  to  recommend  such 
an  exercise  unto  you,  which  Christ  himself  hath 
so  recommended,  *<  that  we  ought  always  to  pray, 
and  not  to  faint,"  Luke  xviii.  2,  so  much  prac- 
tised by  the  saints,  especially  in  particular  exi- 
gencies. Acts  xii.  &  *<  Prayer  was  made  of  the 
church  without  ceasing ;"  an  exercise  ever  fol- 
lowed with  a  blessed  success,  when  seriously 
gone  about.  Psal.  xcix.  6.  James  v.  16.  17, 18. 
**  IJaviiig  a  sweet  reward  in  its  bosom;  in  the 
mean  time,  even  the  "  peace  of  God,  which 
passeth  all  understanding,  keeping  and  guiding 
both  heart  and  mind,  through  Jesus  Christ, 
Phil.  iv.  7.  We  forbear  farther  to  trouble  you, 
from  our  hearts  commending  you  to  the  grace 
of  him  in  whom  we  have  believed.     Farewell. 

*  Act  anetU  deponing^  1670. 

Forasmuch  as  it  is  the  duty  of  all  good  sub- 
jects, to  give  their  best  concurrence  and  assist- 
ance, as  they  shall  be  thereunto  required  by 
public  authority,  for  discovery  and  punishment 
of  all  crimes  against  the  public  laws,  or  which 
may  tend  to  Uie  breach  or  disturbance  of  the 
public  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  it  is  an 
high  contempt  of  authoritv,  and  a  signal  evi- 
dence of  disloyalty  and  inclination  to  rebellion, 
to  refuse  or  shift  the  same  when  required  there- 
unto :  therefore,  his  majesty,  with  advice  and 
consent  of  his  estates  in  parliament,  doth  hereby 
statute  and  ordain,  that  all  and  every  subject  of 
this  kingdom  of  what  degree,  sex,  or  quality 
soever,  who  hereafter  sliall  be  called  by  hia 
majesty's  privy  council,  or  any  others  having 
authority  from*  his  minesty,  to  declare  and  de- 
p<»ne  upon  oath,  their  knowledge  of  anv  crimes 
against  the  public  laws  and  peace  of  the  king- 
dom :  and  particularly,  of  anv  conventicles  or 
other  unlawful  meetings,  and  of  the  several 
circumstances  of  the  persons  present,  and  things 
done  therein,  or  of  the  resetting  aud  lutarcmxi- 
muning  with  persons  who  are,  oT'\i«rcat.K\Kt  ^kvd\ 
be  declared  fugitives  or  Y«\>e\^  ate  v\»\\^^  \u 
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1S70  ^^'^''^^  ^^  mean  church-Griniiiiab, 
if  I  may  call  them  so;  people  who 
were  alleged  to  be  at  conrentides,  field- 
raeetingB,  or  gviltj  of  nonconformity ;  and 
all  who  will  not  turn  informers  upon  oath, 
against  their  neighbours  and  friends,  who 
heard  presbyterian  ministers,  came  under 
the  compass  of  this  act  The  very  nam^ 
tive  of  the  act  inyolves  the  obeyers  of  it  in 
the  maintenance  of  all  that  at  this  time  was 
comprehended  under  the  public  peace,  and 
this  was,  by  the  executors  of  the  law,  if  not 
the  legislators,  understood  of  peaceable  sub- 
jection to  bishops  and  their  courses,  and  all 
the  oppressions  the  country  was  laid  under 
for  their  maintenance.  The  same  narratiye 
tells  us  further,  **  that  the  disoorery  and 
punishment  of  crimes  tending  to  the  breach 
of  the  public  peace,  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  subject  ;*'  which  is  a  certain  truth,  had 
not  the  subjects  been  under  most  iniquitous 
and  unreasonable  laws.  But  in  the  present 
circumstances,  the  sense  of  this  proposition 
is,  that  every  good  subject  is  bound  down, 
not  only  to  inform  against  his  neighbour, 
his  father  or  mother,  for  going  to  a  field- 
meeting  or  house-conventicle;  but  likewise, 
to  be  a  hangman  to  every  one  that  shall  be 
condemned  for  what  was  now  made  a  crime. 
And,  according  to  this  narrative,  the  refusers 
of  this  give  signal  evidence  of  their  disloyal- 
ty, and  inclination  to  rebellion. 

The  statutory  part  of  the  act  is  pretty  re- 
markable :  persons  of  all  qualities  and  sexes 
are  obliged  to  depone,  not  only  before  the 
council,  but  before  **  any  other  having  com- 
mission from  his  majesty;"  which  includes 
all  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  such  who 
were  set  up  as  inquisitors  up  and  down  the 
country.  Yea,  single  sentinels  themselves, 
either  got  or  assumed  this  power,  of  taking 
oaths  with  respect  to  delinquents.  How 
becoming  a  thing  would  it  have  been  to  see 


oonicience,  doty,  and  by  the  allegiance  of  eah- 
jecti,  to  declare  and  depone  their  knowledge 
thereof,  and  of  all  the  particulars  relating  there- 

'  unto.  And  if  any  shall  happen  to  be  so  per- 
versely wicked  and  disloyal,  to  refuse  or  delay, 
to  declare  or  depone,  being  thereunto  required 
as  said  is;  his  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent 
foresaid,  appoints  their  punishment  to  be  fining 
and  close  imprinonment,  or  banishment,  by 
mndlng  them  to  his  majesty's  plantations  In  the 

ladha,  or  daewheref   as  his  mijeity*!  conncU 


a  person  of  quality,  of  the  hig^Mtt  q[aality, 
standing  before  an  enaigii,  Uentenuit^  or 
single  sentinel,  giving  oath  tttper  ta^vi- 
rendu?  It  was  odd  to  mo  a  parlianwnt 
going  into  such  an  unreasonaUe  thing;  bat 
we  must  cease  fix>m  wondering  at  any  thii^ 
out  of  the  road  of  reason  and  decency,  in 
this  period.  The  special  detinqaendei^ 
narrated  with  a  ^  particularly**  in  the  act,an 
not  treason,  murder,  assassination,  and  other 
crimes  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  neither 
were  the  cases  such  wherein  some  form 
must  sometimes  be  overlooked,  in  order  to 
get  the  testes  necessarii;  they  are  ^  conv»> 
tides  and  unlawful  meetings.**  How  ht 
this  last  may  extend,  is  more  than  I  knoir. 
These  were  the  atrocious  crimes  agaiait 
this  constitution,  in  which  father  must  de- 
pone against  the  son,  husband  against  thi 
wife,  brother  against  the  sister,  and  thai  ii 
all  the  circumstances  relative  to  them;  not 
only  personal  presence  at  them,  but  reae^ 
ting  of  such,  and  intercommuning  witk 
rebels.  However  near  the  ties  of  Uosi 
and  friendship  be,  the  parliament  dedare^ 
that "  in  conscience  *'  subjects  are  obliged  to 
depone  "against  all  audi.**  And  preseat 
dose  imprisonment,  banishment,  and  depo^ 
tation  to  the  plantations,  are  the  pm^sb* 
ments  appointed,  not  only  upon  a  refind, 
but  even  **  a  delay  to  depone**  in  this  CMa 
The  council  are  required  to  look  after  tibe 
execution  of  this  act  The  last  piovisica 
here  is,  <'  that  no  man's  deposition  ■gMwt 
another,  shall  infer  against  himself  the  lofi 
of  life,  or  limb,  or  banishment'*  This  daiM 
does  not  appear  to  agree  so  weU  witk  their 
after-practice,  of  obliging  people  to  dedan 
and  depone  upon  ensnaring  questions  rela^ 
ing  to  themselves. 

The  fourth  act  of  this  session  needs  nat 
be  insert :  it  is  a  new  proof  of  their  deep 
concern  in  the  persons  and  housea  of  thi 


shall  think  (it.  Likeas,  his  majesty  wtth  mMm 
foresaid,  doth  require  his  yrirj  eoaDdt  to  I* 
careful  in  trial  of  the  crimes  abone-wrlttiB,  ni 
in  the  speedy  and  due  ezooutlon  of  the  paisi 
foresaid,  upon  all  such,  without  czeepdoo,  m 
shall  refuse  or  delay  to  declare  or  depono  that 
upon,  as  said  is.  It  is  always  hmnhj  piesMtJi 
that  no  man's  declaration  or  depoaitioii  asalwt 
any  other  person,  shall  inf^  against  Massitf 
the  pain  of  loss  of  life,  or  member,  sr  baatifc 
ment. 


' 
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imtes.  It  mlcM  the  agwnltiiig'  the  liyet, 
lie  robbiiig  or  attempting  to  rob  the  hooset 
f  ■UDisten,  to  be  death ;  and  a  preminm 
f  five  hundred  merks  is  given  to  the  diecor- 
pen  of  such ;  and  slaughter  in  apprehend- 
tg  them  is  indemnified.  All  securitj 
oahtleisly  ought  by  the  laws  to  be  given 
nto  the  persons  and  fiunilies  of  ministers ; 
St  the  reader  will  notice  how  frequent 
ttempts  were  mode,  now  and  after  this, 
pon  the  lives  of  presby terian  ministers,  and 
ow  many  of  their  families  were  scattered^ 
ndeed  these  public  robberies  and  assaults 
rere  coloured  over  by  the  present  law;  but 
hat  will  never  alter  the  nature  of  things. 
If  e  have  already  heard,  that  there  was  no 
rent  cause  for  making  of  this  law ;  and 
rhen  the  attempts  upon  incumbents  came 
»  be  dipped  into,  they  were  generally  found 
a  be  of  no  great  importance. 

The  parliament's  fifth  act,  about  field con- 

eoticles,  is  so  remarkable,  that  it  deserves 

room  in  this  collection;  the  reader  will 

nd  it  below.*    I  have  not  met  with  any 


•  Act  aneHtJidd-conoetUicies,  1670. 
Forasmuch  as  the  avsembling  and  coiivocating 
r  hit  migeity's  subjectii,  without  his  migeffty*s 
rarnuit  and  authority,  is  a  most  dangerous  and 
nlawful  pmrtice,  prohibit  and  discnarged  bv 
rrand  Isws  and  acts  of  parliament,  under  high 
dA  fnsLt  pains:  and  that  notwithstanding 
MTeof,  diverse  disaffected  and  seditious  persons, 
nder  the  specious,  but  false  pretences  of  religion 
nd  religious  exercises,  presume  to  make,  and 
I  present  at  eouYenticles  and  unwarrantable 
Hetlngs  and  conventions  of  the  subjectm  which 
M  the  ordinary  seminaries  of  separation  and 
iMlioD,  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  tlie  public 
fanhip  of  God  in  the  churches,  to  the  scandal 
r  the  reformed  religion,  to  the  reproach  of  his 
■Jetty's  authority  and  government,  and  to  the 
ienating  <if  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the 
il^ect*!,  from  that  duty  and  obedience  they  owe 
>  his  uiHJcsty,  and  the  public  laws  of  the  king- 
mi.  tor  the  suppressing  and  preventing  of 
hich  for  the  time  to  come,  his  mi^esty,  with 
ivice  and  consent  of  his  estates  of  parliament, 
ith  thought  fit  to  statute  and  enact,  likeas  they 
9  hereby  statute  and  command,  that  no  outed 
linisters  who  are  not  licensed  by  the  council, 
id  DO  other  persons  not  authorized,  or  tolerate 
f  ifca  Ushop  of  the  diocese,  presume  to  preach, 
EpDond  scripture,  or  pray  in  any  meeting, 
DccpC  in  their  own  houses,  and  to  those  of  their 
mi  family;  and  that  none  be  present  at  any 
■ating.  without  the  family  to  which  they 
danfTf  where  any  not  licensed,  authorized,  nor 
lOTBtcassaid  is,  shall  preach,  expound  scrip- 
■«,  or  pray  :  declaring  hereby,  all  such  who 
laH  do  in  the  contrary,  to  be  guilty  of  keeping 
r  conventicles ;  and  that  he  or  they  who  shall 
»  prMch,  expound,  prpny,  within  any  iitm^, 

Mi. 


acts  before  it,  in  Scotland  or  any 
Christian  kingdom,  of  this  strain ;  ^^^^' 
and  the  bloody  acts  which  fdlow,  are  very 
much  bottomed  upon  this.  By  it  a  minis- 
ter, preaching  to  a  house  lull  of  people, 
if  some  happen  to  be  without  doors,  is 
condenmed  to  die.  Some  remarks  offer 
upon  the  act  itself,  though  indeed  it  is 
so  unprecedented  and  rigid,  that  it  needs 
no  commentary.  Upon  the  matter,  the 
preface  and  narrative  of  this  act  have  been 
already  considered.  It  is  a  jest  to  tell,  that 
"  house  meetings,"  or  meetings  for  preach- 
ing the  gospel,  are  **•  assemblies  and  convo- 
cations of  the  liegea  without  his  miyeaty's 
warrant"  Every  one  knew,  <'the  free 
liberty  of  preaching  and  hearing  the  evan- 
gel,'' is  again  and  again  ratified  by  our  laws; 
and  if  any  thing  since  the  (year)  1660* 
ranversed  these  good  laws,  which  1  see  not, 
the  *^  primitive  Christians,"  as  well  as  these 
under  *'  antichristian  tyranny,"  made  no 
difficulty  to  meet  for  worshipping  God, 
without  the  protection  of  the  civil  magistrate^ 


shall  be  seized  upon  and  imprisoned,  till  they 
find  caution,  under  the  pain  of  five  thousand 
merks,  not  to  do  the  like  thereafter,  or  else 
enact  themselves  to  remove  out  of  the  kingdom, 
and  never  return  without  his  mij^esty's  license ; 
and  that  every  person  who  shah  be  found  to 
have  been  present  at  any  such  meetings,  shall 
be  tirik*  guoties,  fined,  according  to  their  quali- 
ties, in  the  respective  sums  following,  and 
imprisoned  until  they  pay  their  fines,  and  fur- 
ther, during  the  councirs  pleasure,  viz.  each 
man  or  woman,  having  lano  in  heritage,  life- 
rent, or  proper  wadset,  to  be  fined  Jn  a  fourth 
part  of  nis  or  her  valued  yearly  rent;  each 
tenant  labouring  land,  in  twenty-five  pounds 
Scots ;  each  cottar,  in  twelve  pounds  Scots,  and 
each  serving  man,  in  a  fourth  part  of  his  yearly 
fee :  and  where  merchants  or  tradesmen  do  not 
belong  to,  or  reside  within  burghs  royal,  that 
ead^  merchant  or  chief  tradesman  be  fined  as  a 
tenant,  and  each  inferior  tradesman  as  a  cottar: 
and  if  any  of  the  pentous  above-mentioned  shall 
have  their  wives,  or  any  of  their  children  living 
in  family  with  them,  present  at  any  such  meet- 
ing, they  are  therefore  to  be  fined  in  Uie  half  of 
the  respective  fines  aforesaid,  consideration  be- 
ing had  to  their  several  qualities  and  conditions. 
And  if  the  master  or  mistress  of  any  family, 
where  any  such  meetings  shall  be  kept,  be 
present  within  the  house  for  the  time,  they  are 
to  be  fined  in  the  double  of  what  is  to  be  psJd  by 
them,  for  being  present  at  a  house  conventicle. 
And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  magistrates  of 
burghs  royal  arc  liable,  for  every  conventide  tii 
be  kopt  within  their  burghs,  to  such  fines  as  his 
migesty's  council  bhaM  think  fit  to  impose;  and 
that  the  master  or  mistresa  of  the  howur.  ^Vi«t« 
th«*  conventicle  fhaW  happen  \o  W  V«^X.,  m\^  ^« 
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yea,  against  his  decrees.  The  chft- 
'  racter  ivhich  follows,  of  the  persons 
who  keep  up  and  frequent  those  meetings  is 
very  unjust  and  groundless.  Disaffected  to 
prelacy  thoy  still  owned  themselyes  to  be, 
and  the  longer  it  oontinued,  they  saw  the 
less  reason  to  alter  their  opinion;  but  they 
■never  owned  or  approved  any  thing  in  the 
least  seditious.  The  promoving  of  real 
religion  in  themselyes  and  others,  and  their 
keeping  their  conscience  undefiled  from 
what  they  reckoned  evil,  was  indeed  before 
them ;  and  they  made  no  ^  specious  appear- 
ances,'* since,  as  far  as  possible,  it  was  both 
their  endeavour  and  interest  to  be  as  much 
hid  in  their  meetings  as  might  be>  far  less 
were  they  chargeable  with  **  false  pretences 
to  religion  :'*  yea,  I  will  venture  to  aflirm 
that  much  of  the  real  exercise  of  religion 
now  in  Scotland,  was  among  them,  and  such 


persons  present  thereat,  are  to  relieve  the  magis- 
trates, as  the  council  shall  think  fit  to  order  the 
same;  it  being  notwithstanding  free  to  the 
council  to  fine  the  inhabitants  of  burghs  for 
being  present  at  conventicles  within  or  without 
burgns,  or  where  their  wives  or  children  shall 
be  present  at  the  same.  And  further,  his 
majesty  understanding  that  divers  disaffected 

Sersons  have  been  so  maliciously  wicked  and 
isloyal,  as  to  oonvocate  his  migesty's  sut^ects  to 
open  meetings  in  the  fields,  expressly  contrary 
to  many  public  laws  made  tbereanent;  and 
considering  that  these  meetings  are  the  rendez- 
vouses of  rebellion,  and  tend  in  a  high  mrasure 
to  the  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  doth  there- 
fore, with  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  statute 
and  declare,  that  whosoever,  without  license  or 
authority  foresaid,  shall  preach,  expound  scrip- 
ture, or  pray,  at  any  or  those  meetings  in  the 
field,  or  in  any  house  where  there  be  more 
persons  than  the  house  contains,  so  as  some  of 
them  be  without  doors  (which  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  a  field  conventicle)  or  who  shall  convocate 
any  number  of  people  to  these  meetings,  shidl 
be  punished  with  death,  and  confiscation  of 
their  goods.  And  it  is  hereby  offered  and 
assured,  that  if  any  of  his  mnjesty*s  good  subjects 
shall  seize  and  secure  the  persons  of  any  who 
shall  either  preach  or  pray  at  these  field-meet- 
ings, or  convocate  any  persons  thereto,  they 
shall  for  every  such  person  so  seized  and  secured, 
have  five  hundred  merks  paid  unto  them  for 
their  reward,  out  of  his  majesty's  treasury,  by 
the  commissioners  thereof,  who  are  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  the  same ;  and  the  said  seizers 
and  their  assistants  are  hereby  indemnified  for 
any  slaughter  that  shall  be  committed  in  the 
apprehending  and  securing  of  them.  And  as  to 
all  heritors  and  others  alvtresaid,  who  shall  be 
present  at  any  of  these  field-conventicles,  it  is 
hereby  declared,  they  are  to  be  fined,  toties 
quotiesf  in  the  double  of  the  respective  fines 
■appointed  for  bouse-conventicles  ;  but  prdudicc 
CTMtty  other  punishment  due  to  them  by  law  as 


as  &voured  them,  and  entertained  a  warn 
love  to  them.    That  those  meetingB  wen 
*<  seminaries  of  separation*'  from  the  prdatfli^ 
was  owned ;  every  body  knows  it,  and  ths 
government  itself  had  allowed  separation  of 
this  kind :  but  their  being  **  seminaries  of 
rebellion,"  must  be  proven  before  it  bt 
credited.     It  is  nothing  else  but  an  oU 
threadbare  aspersion,  cast  with  eqnal  justice 
upon  the  primitive  Christian  confeason  bf 
their  persecutors.    What  follows  is  sing» 
larly  expressed,  **  tending  to  the  prejudice 
of   the    public   worship   of   God   in   tk 
churches."     Had  it  been  expressed,  *'the 
prejudice  of  hearing  the  established  (Aaff 
in  the  ohurches,  it  needed  not  be  mnck 
controverted:  but  God*s  worship  ought  act 
to  be  confined  to  the  churches,  especiallj 
when  thus  filled.    The  Lord  witnessed  hk 
acceptance  of  worshipping  him  in  the  6dk 


seditious  persons  and  disturbers  of  the  pew 
and  quiet  of  the  kirk  and  kingdom.  And  8» 
ing  the  due  execution  of  laws  is  the  readirtt 
means  to  procure  obedience  to  the  same ;  theit^ 
fore,  bis  majesty,  with  consent  and  advice  fio^ 
said,  doth  empower,  warrant,  and  command  si 
sheriffs,  Stewarts  of  stewartries,  lords  of  regili- 
ties,  and  their  deputes,  to  call  before  them,  vd 
try  all  such  persons  who  shall  be  informal 
to  have  kept,  or  been  present  at  ronventicki 
within  their  jurisdictions,  and  to  iufitct  upsa 
these  who  shall  be  found  guilty,  the  respectiis 
fines  exprest  in  this  act;  they  being  alwaji 
countable  to  the  commissioners  of  his  majesty'i 
treasury,  for  the  fines  of  all  heritors  within  tbor 
bounds.  And  his  majesty,  for  the  encourage 
ment  of  the  said  sherins,  Stewarts,  and  lords  if 
regalities,  to  be  careful  and  diligent  in  thdr 
duties  therein,  doth  allow  to  themselvea  all  thi 
fines  of  any  persons,  within  their  jurisdicUoa^ 
under  the  degree  of  heritors ;  and  requires  tti 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  to  tab 
exact  trial  of  their  care  and  diligence  ber^D: 
and  if  the  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  and  bailiih,  ftl 
negligent  in  their  duties,  or  if  the  nagiitmtrt 
witbm  burghs  shall  be  negligent  in  their  atmesl 
diligence,  to  detect  and  delate  to  the  council  al 
conventicles  within  their  burghs,  that  the  coaii- 
cil  inflict  such  censures  and  punishments  apei 
them  ax  they  shall  think  fit.  And  the  lords  ol 
his  majesty  s  privy  council  are  hereby  requirei 
to  be  careful  in  the  trial  of  all  field  and  bonss. 
conventicles  kept  since  the  first  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  aai 
before  the  date  hereof,  and  that  they  pnniiJi  tbi 
same  conform  to  the  laws  and  acta  of  atate  Ut- 
merly  made  tbereanent.  And  lastly,  hia  auh 
jesty  being  hopeful  that  his  subjects*  will  pn 
such  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws,  as  tMit 
shall  not  be  long  use  of  this  aet,  bath  thcrefai% 
with  advice  foi*esaid,  declared,  that  the  endep> 
ance  thereof  shall  only  be  for  three  years,  udIch 
his  majesty  shall  think  fit  that  it  contjnai 
longer. 
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nd  hoiues^  rery  wnriblj.  That  the  pro- 
libitioii  of  worriiippiiig  God  in  houses  and 
be  lieLdSy  especiallj  in  this  bloody  and  anti- 
hristian  manner,  **  was  a  scandal  to  the 
eftHrmed  religion,'*  I  do  not  question ;  but 
liat  the  practice  of  presbyterians,  here  pro- 
ibited,  was  not  so,  is  evident  from  the 
mctice  of  our  own  reformers,  and  that  of 
hnost  aU  the  reformed  churches,  in  less 
traitening  circumstances  than  Scotland  was 
n  at  present  The  advisers  to  this  and  the 
ike  severe  laws,  certainly  "  cast  a  reproach 
A  the  king^s  govcmmeut,  and  alienated  the 
learts  of  some  of  the  best  of  his  su1)jects 
bom  him,"  of  which  he  was  not  altogether 
[■sensible,  when  it  was  too  late;  but 
nothing  of  disregard  to  the  king^s  person  or 
Soremment,  could  as  yet  be  objected  against 
the  preachers  at  these  meetings. 
.  I  come  forward  to  consider  the  statutory 
part  of  this  act,  which  is  double ;  against 
bouse  conventicles,  and  what  now  was  called 
Geld  meetings.  Even  as  to  the  first  the  act 
rune  very  hard;  but  as  to  the  second  it  is 
unreasonably  severe.  The  hardships  as  to 
bouse  conventicles,  will  appear  in  the  per- 
MMU  discharged,  and  the  penalties.  It  is 
then  statute,  that  no  "outed  ministers,*'  this 
Boe  would  almost  expect,  but  it  is  added, 
"  no  others,"  shall  preach,  expound  scrip- 
tnre,  or  pray  ''any  where  but  in  their  own 
bmily.*'  This  breaks  in  upon  the  rights  of 
the  ministers  of  Christ  through  all  the 
reformed  churches.  A  foreign  minister,  if 
be  come  to  Scotland,  must  either  turn  epis- 
eopa],  or  be  persecuted  for  the  exercise  of 
i|is  office.  Here  all  ministers,  save  the 
lubttitutes  of  the  bishops,  and  these  allowed 
by  the  council,  are  dischai^ed  **  to  preach, 
pny,  or  expound  scripture  any  where  but 
in  their  own  house,  and  to  their  own 
Sunily;"  and  why  not  to  their  own  &mily 
upon  the  road,  or  in  another  house  ?  And 
vbat  reason  can  be  given  why  they  should 
not  preach,  kc,  in  another  family,  where 
providentially  they  liappened  to  be,  when  it 
did  not  interfere  with  public  worship  iu  the 
churches  ?  It  is  yet  more  strange  to  find 
them  dischai^ged  **  to  pray  any  where  but  in 
ihcir  own  house^  and  to  their  own  family." 
If  it  must  be  supposed  that  "  preaching  and 
opening  the  scriptures,*'  will  alienate  the 


hearts  of  subjects  from  this  goveni-  .^^^ 
ment;  shall  we  think  that  praying 
in  another  fimiily  will  do  so  likewise? 
Must  poor  presbyterians,  in  a  sinful  time, 
and  under  a  persecuted  lot,  be  hindered 
to  pray  together  to  the  Lord  ?  And  if 
an  outed  minister  comes  to  a  family  where 
he  is  desired,  shall  it  be  sedition  in  him 
to  pray  to  God  ''out  of  his  own  house  ?**  f 
This,  I  confess, .  is  a  "  scandal  to  the  r^ 
formation,"  yea  to  Christianity  itself,  and 
a  reproach  on  the  kiug*8  government,  if  it 
be  the  import  of  the  act,  as  I  cannot  see 
but  it  is.  And  to  end  this,  as  it  relates  to 
the  persons,  none  must  be  present  at  such 
a  meeting  for  "  prayer,  expounding,  or 
preaching,"  under  the  following  penalties. 
Which  brings  me  to  the  other  branch  of 
hardships,  "  the  penalties."  Both  preachers 
and  hearers  fall  under  the  pains  of  sedition, 
and  rebellion,  I  think,  too,  for  a  house  con- 
venticle. The  minister  is  to  be  seised  upon, 
and  imprisoned,  till  he  find  caution  not  to 
keep  another  conventicle,  under  the  pain  of 
five  thousand  merks;  a  round  sum  indeed, 
and  much  more  than  many  of  the  outed 
ministers  had  left  them.  In  short,  they 
must  either  bind  themselves  to  give  up  their 
ministerial  conunission,  or  voluntarily  banish 
themselves  out  of  the  king's  dominions ; 
and  all  this  for  "praying  to  God  any  where 
else  but  iu  their  own  houses.**  The  poor 
hearers  and  joiners,  toties  quoties,  sore  fined; 
"  an  heritor  in  a  fourth  part  of  his  yearly 
valued  rent,  a  tenant  and  labourer  of  the 
ground  in  twenty-four  pounds,  a  cottar  in 
twelve  pounds,  a  servant  in  the  fourth  part  of 
their  fee."  And  that  none  might  escape, 
their  wives  and  children  are  fined  in  the 
half  of  the  former  sums  "respective."  The 
reader  shall,  within  a  little,  know  what  pro- 
digious sums  were  decerned  against  many 
gentlemen,  for  an  accumulated  number  of 
times  they  were  alleged  to  be  guilty',  in  the 
terms  of  this  act.  And  to  secure  all, "  they  are 
to  be  imprisoned  till  they  pay  the  said  fines;** 
yea,  that  they  may  be  doubly  punished  for 
one  fault,  they  are  to  be  imprisoned  further, 
"  as  long  as  the  council  sees  fit"  This 
was  a  good  clause  to  keep  them  fix>m  incur- 
ring new  fines;  but  the  penalties  do  not 
end  here.    Further,  to  disconra(!;c  these  a^ 
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the  maeter  or  miatreei  of  the  bouae 
is  to  be  ^fined  double  the  forma*  rates." 
Yet  all  this  did  not  diaoomage  good  people ; 
but  such  meetings  increaaed,  to  the  fretting 
and  gaUing  of  the  prahdes.  Lastly,  to  be  a 
eoyer  for  magistrates'  persecution  in  borgfas, 
the  magistracy  are  most  unreasonably  made 
liable  for  such  fines  as  the  council  shall 
infliet,  for  every  bouse  meeting  within  the 
burgh :  and  they  are  to  have  their  relief  off 
the  housekeepers  and  bearers ;  and  the 
council  are  empowered  to  fine  the  inhabitants, 
as  they  see  good,  to  the  boot 

But  the  statutory  part  of  the  act,  anent 
field  oouTentioles,  is  jret  more  severe;  and 
the  ministers  and  meeters  at  them  have 
abundance  of  hard  names  bestowed  upon 
them,  <<  maliciously  wicked,  disloyal,  tending 
in  a  high  measure  to  the  braich  of  the 
public  peace."  One  would  think,  the  fiist 
tH'o  are  as  much  in  house  ss  in  field  con- 
venticles. Field  conventicles  are  described 
to  be,  not  only  what  every  one  would  guess 
them  to  be,  **  meetings  in  the  open  fields," 
but  likewise  **  meetings  in  a  house  for 
prayer  and  preaching,  where  more  meet 
than  the  house  contains,  and  some  are 
without  doors.'*  Now  what  a  hardship  was 
this,thata  minister  andahouse>full  of  people 
should  only  be  punished  as  above  ?  but  if 
two  or  three  happen  to  be  without  doors, 
the  minister  and  convocator  must  die :  what 
difference  can  any  reasonable  man  suppose 
this  to  make,  in  the  supposed  crimes 
answerable  to  the  vastly  different  punish- 
ments; ei^ecially  when  the  minister  either 
knew  it  not,  or  could  not  help  it,  or  some  idle 
and  maficious  persons,  with  a  design  to 
make  the  meeting  death,  did  gather  about 
the  doors  ?  Well,  the  minister  and  convo- 
cator of  such  a  meeting,  *  shall  be  punished 
with  death  and  confiscation  of  goods."  I 
hope  the  reader  will  observe  the  impudence 
and  efirontery  of  the  prelatic  writers,  who  tell 
us^  there  were  no  severities  exercised  in  the 
reigns  of  the  two  brothers,  and  term  them 
**  a  time  of  the  mildest  government."  Fur- 
ther, to  gratify  the  persecuting  temper  of 
such  who  pushed  these  cruel  acts^  a  reward 
of  ^Te  hundred  merks  is  offered  out  of  the 
traasmj,  to  such  as  shall  ''inform  against, 


seiae  and  aecnre  the  miniatan  or  oonv*> 
catoia  of  such  maetinga :"  and  if  any,  m 
umrehending  then,  ahall  ^*ip»— !"t-  akuightg, 
they  are  indemnified,  Hera  ia  a  price  ef 
blood,  and  a  reward  of  imrigliteovBMHi 
And  the  reader  will  notice  a  twnptatii^ 
and  a  kind  of  necessity  here  laid  upon  the 
people,  by  the  prelates  and  their  supporter^ 
to  bring  arms  with  them  when  they  came  ti 
hear  the  gospel:  which  afterwards  m 
punished  by  death,  and  about  which  si 
nnidi  noise  is  made  by  the  frienda  of  ^ 
Inshops,  and  the  advocates  for  those  timei 
First  they  attempt,  and  then  accuse  aai 
punish.  They  constrain  people  to  briaif 
arms  to  defend  their  ministers,  who  vea- 
tnred  their  lives  to  preach  the  go^»el  of  tks 
kingdom  to  them,  as  they  would  not  sn 
them  butchered,  for  their  regard  to  thor 
souls;  and  then  they  dedare  this  to  be 
treason.  As  to  the  hearers  at  thoae  Mi 
conventicles,  real  and  legal,  for  every  find^ 
Mies  quoties^  the  ''former  fines  are  doobls^ 
but  prejudice  of  what  other  pnniahmealt 
the  law  lays  them  under,  as  seditioos  p«* 
sons,  and  disturiiers  of  the  publio  peace." 
How  oft  must  the  same  crime  be  pnnisfaedf 
As  this  law  in  all  its  points  is  extract 
dinary,  so  the  execution  of  it  must  be  pn>> 
portionably  out  of  the  common  road.  Not 
only  all  sherifi^  stewards,  lords  of  regalitid^ 
but  their  deputes  are  empowered,  yea  com- 
manded, upon  information,  to  call  before 
them  all  persons  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  whom  they  suspect ;  and  upon 
finding  them  guilty,  to  exact  the  abon 
named  fines.  They  are  indeed  made  ao- 
countable  to  the  council  for  tiie  fines  of 
heritors :  but  as  a  bribe,  and  the  wages  ef 
unrighteousness,  all  the  fines  of  others  ars 
given  to  themselves.  It  must  be  ownei 
this  was  a  very  effectual  ^^ly  to  execute  tiui 
severe  act ;  and  by  the  waj  it  will  be 
noticed,  that  this  dause  puts  me,  or  wsf 
who  give  accounts  of  the  exorbitant  aai 
terrible  fines  and  exactions,  for  many  yean 
following,  upon  this  act,  perfectly  out  of 
case  to  give  a  calculation  of  them.  No  regi»> 
ter  was  kept,  no  account  was  to  be  madc^ 
and  an  was  pocketed.  By  this  time  many  sf 
them  have  made  a  reckoning  before  tin 
highest  tribund,  whither  some  of  them  hate 
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TMry  raddenly  called,  firom  the  very 
where  they  executed  this  iniqid^ 
itabliriied  hj  a  law.  I  could  inslmoe,  hot 
lall  kmre  their  namai  to  be  buried  with 
Mm  m  their  ginTet.  And  ket  this  bribe 
MHtld  not  be  effectual  enough,  the  council 
ne  ordered  carefully  to  inquire  after,  and 
mlook  those  under  executors  of  this  law, 
ad  punish  their  neglect,  as  they  find  cause. 
t  m  much  this  act  is  not  made  to  look  back, 
I  was  the  fiuhion  now  of  many  of  our  laws. 
lowerer,  lest  this  omission  should  be 
i^fforen  to  the  advantage  of  presbyterians, 
ha  council  are  ordered  to  look  back,  and 
■refnlly  to  punish  fSormer  fiiults,  accnrd- 
■g  to  former  laws.  All  is  shut  up  with  the 
lariiamenf  s  hopes,  that  this  act  would  do 
hm  bnainess  of  presbyterians,  either  kill 
JMB,  or  convert  them  in  three  years'  time, 
md  so  it  is  made  only  for  that  space.  And 
he  king  is  empowered,  as  a  branch  of  his 
BcrogatiTe,  to  protract  and  lengthen  it  out 
•  he  pleaseth.  I  have  taken  a  laige  view 
€  the  contents  of  this  act,  as  containing  a 
bn  document  of  the  spirit  of  prelates,  the 
lererity  of  this  period,  and  the  hardships 
MPesibyterians  were  under  at  this  time,  and 
ihaU  very  quickly  despatch  the  rest 

Their  sixth  act  is  **  against  disorderly  bap- 
iou^*'  and  I  have  annexed  it  in  a  note.* 
[ti  narratiTe  I  cannot  well  account  for,  un- 


«  Art  oneni  bapUsmSf  167D. 

Fvrssmuch  as  the  disorderly  carria/|;c  of  some 
HnoDs,  in  withdi-awing  from  the  ordinances  of 
mt  aacnuneiita  Id  their  own  parish  churchea, 
lad  procuring  their  children  to  be  baptized  by 
pcnoDB  not  publicly  authorized  or  allowed,  is 
ugbJf  scandalous  to  theprutestant  religion,  and 
tends  exceedingly  to  the  increase  of  schism  and 
profiuiity ;  therefore  the  king's  majestv,  with 
idTiee  and  consent  of  his  estates  in  parliament, 
laCb  statute  and  prohibit  all  his  majesty's  sub- 
iscts,  that  none  of  thcui,  of  whatMiever  degree  or 
laality,  presume  to  offer  their  children  to  be 
fetfpUzcd  by  any  but  such  as  are  their  own  parish 
mlnisfrrs,  or  else  by  such  ministers  as  are  author- 
ised by  Uie  present  established  government  of 
the  churcht  or  licensed  by  his  majesty's  council, 
ipoa  a  certificate  from  the  minister  01  the  parish, 
if  be  be  present,  or  in  hu  absence,  by  one  of  the 
acigfabcuring  ministers ;  and  declares,  that  the 
btDcr  of  any  child  which  shall  be  otherwise 
hapcized,  shall  be  liable  to  the  pains  and  penal- 
lias  following,  viz.  every  heritor,  life-renter,  or 
Unptr  wadsetter,  shall  be  fined  in  a  fourth  part 


less  it  be  from  some  principles,  which  .^.^ 
of  late  are  turned  so  fiuhion- 
able  among  the  prektista,  whereby  all 
the  reformed  churches  abroad,  are  un- 
churched. The  act  says  "  that  baptisms 
by  penons  not  publidy  authoriied,  are 
scandalous  to  the  protMtant  religion." — 
How,  at  a  time,  when  the  whole  of  our 
Scots  management  was  calculated  for  brings 
ingin  of  popery,  they,  i^n  every  turn,  hook 
in  **  the  protestant  religion,"  which  they  had 
so  little  at  heart,  I  shall  not  determine: 
this  I  am  persuaded  of,  that  it  is  a  scandal 
to  the  protestant  religion,  to  restrict  bap- 
tism, or  make  its  validity  depend  upon  a 
person's  being  publicly  authorized  1^  the 
civil  magistrate.  The  penalties  upon  bap- 
tisms by  any  not  thus  authorised,  are  the 
fourth  part  of  the  heritor*s  yearly  valued 
rent,  a  hundred  pounds  to  the  better  stHt, 
and  fifty  pounds  to  the  meaner  kind  of 
merchants,  tredesmen  and  tenants,  twenty 
pounds  to  cottars,  and  the  Imlf  of  their  fee 
to  servants,  totiea  guoties.  And  all  tlie  fines, 
except  those  of  heritors,  are  given  as  above, 
to  the  under  executors,  to  encourage  them 
to  diligence  in  persecution,  when  the  bishop* 
curate,  or  any  other  informs.  This  act  was 
a  foundation  for  terrible  exactions,  and  the 
contravening  of  it  was  more  easily  evinced 
than  that  of  the  former. 


of  his  valued  yearly  rent;  every  person  above 
the  degree  of  a  toiant,  having  a  personal,  but  no 
real  estate,  In  one  hundred  pounds  Scots ;  every 
considerable  merchant  in  one  hundred  pounds  ; 
every  inferior  merchant,  or  considerable  trades- 
man, and  every  tenant  labouring  land,  in  fifty 
pounds ;  every  meaner  burgess,  tradesman,  in- 
iiabitant  within  buTRh,  and  every  cottar,  in 
twenty  pounds  Scots ;  and  every  servant  in  half 
a  year  s  fee.  A  nd  his  majesty,  with  advice  fore- 
^d,  requires  the  sheriff's,  Stewarts,  lords  of  re- 
galities and  their  deputes  and  magistrates  of 
burghs  royal,  within  their  several  iMHinds  and 
jurisdictions,  to  he  careful  to  put  this  act  in 
execution ;  and  that  upon  information  from  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese,  or  any  other,  they  call  h^ 
fore  them,  and  judge  the  persons  contrav«*ners 
thereof,  and  uplift  the  penalties  foresaid.  Like- 
aa,  bis  majesty,  for  the  further  encouragement 
of  the  said  sh«rifis,  and  others  foresaid,  to  do 
their  duty  herein,  doth  allow  them  to  retain  for 
their  own  use,  the  fines  of  the  several  persons 
above-mentioned,  except  these  of  the  heritors, 
for  which  they  are  to  Iw  countable  to  the  com- 
missloners  of  bb  majesty's  treasury. 
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.  .  The  seventh  act  I  have  likewise 

added,  iu  a  note.*     It  is  against 

separation,  and. is  both  a  great  foundation  of 


*  Act  anent  sejxtration,  1G70. 

Forasmuch  m  it  it  the  duty  of  all  bis  majestv's 
Kood  iiubjects,  to  ac]cnowledf(e  aod  comply  ivith 
his  majesty's  government,  as  it  i^i  bv  the  laws  of 
the  kingdom  established  in  church  and  state, 
and  iu  order  thereunto  to  give  their  cheerful 
concurrence  and  countenance  to  such  ministem, 
i»  by  public  authority  are,  or  shall  be  admitted 
in  their  several  parishes,  and  to  attend  all  the 
public  and  ordinary  meetings  of  divine  worship 
in  the  same;  and  seeing  the  laws  of  the  kingdom 
have  declared  a  withdrawing,  and  not  keeping 
of,  and  joiuing  in  these  meetings,  to  be  seditious, 
and  of  dangerous  example  and  consequenc-e,  his 
majesty  conceives  himself  also  bound  in  con- 
Acience  and  duty  to  interpose  his  authority,  that 
the  public  exercises  of  God's  worship  be  coun- 
tenanced by  all  his  good  subjects,  and  that  such 
as  upon  any  pretext  do  disorderly  withdraw,  be 
by  the  censures  of  the  law  made  sensible  of  their 
mivarriages,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  law, 
drawn  to  a  dutiful  obedience  to  it  :  and  there- 
fore, his  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his 
estates  in  parliament,  statutes,  ordains,  and  com- 
mands all  hisgiMHl  subj(>cts  of  the  reformed  reli- 
gion  within  this  kingdom,  to  attend  and  fre- 
quent the  ordinary  meetings  api>ointed  for  divine 
worship,  in  their  own  parish  churches,  declaring 
hereby,  that  every  such  person  who  shall  three 
Lord's  days  together,  withdraw  and  absent  them- 
selves from  their  own  ]»ari«h  churches,  without 
n  reasonable  excuse,  to  be  allowed  or  disallowed 
by  the  judges  and  magistrates  after-mentioned, 
shall,  tolics  quoticxy  be  liable  to  the  pains  and 
fienalties  following,  viz.  every  person  having 
land  in  heritage,  life-rent,  or  proper  wadset,  in 
the  righlh  part  of  his  or  her  valued  yearly  rent; 
every  tenant  in  six  pounds  Scots ;  every  cottar 
or  servant  In  forty  shillings  Scots  ;  every  person 
above  the  degree  of  a  tenant,  and  who  hath  a 
|»erHonaI,  but  no  real  estate,  in  twelve  pounds 
Scots  ;  every  considerable  merchant,  in  twelve 
pounds  Scots ;  every  inferior  merchant,  and  con- 
siderable tradesman,  in  six  pounds  Scots ;  every 
other  meaner  burgess,  tradesman,  and  inhabitant 
within  burgh,  in  fort^  shillings  Scots.  And 
his  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  foresaid, 
doth  c/>mmit  the  execution  of  this  act,  and  the 
raising  the  penalties  above-mentioned,  to  the 
sheriiis,  Stewarts,  lords  of  regalities  and  their 
deputes,  and  to  magistrates  of  burghs  witliin 
their  several  rejipective  jurisdictions,  and  doth 
hereby  authorize  and  require  them  to  be  careful 
to  see  this  act  put  in  due  executi6n;  and  in 
order  thereunto,  that  they  examine  upon  oath 
such  persons  in  every  parifh  as  thev  shall  think 
fittest,  for  discovery  of  such  as  shall  withdraw, 
and  thereby  incur  the  ])enalties  above-mentioned. 
And  for  their  encouragement  herein,  his  majes- 
ty, with  advice  foresaid,  doth  hereby  allow  to 
themselves  the  fines  of  all  persons  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  below  the  degree  of 
heritors,  they  being  always  countable  for  the 
lines  of  the  heritors  to  the  commissioners  of  his 
mi^esty's  treasury.  And  in  case  any  heritor, 
liferenter,  or  proper  wadsetter,  shall  be  so  fro- 
ward  and  obstinate,  as  to  withdraw  from  their 


the  persecutioa  of  presbyteriam,  and  a  ml 
toleration  to  papistLf  In  reading  the  nam* 
tive  of  this  law,  it  will  appear  the  lawgiven 
take  it  for  granted,  that  keeping-  of  the  meet- 
ings for  worship,  under  the  prelates  and 
their  ciuates,  is  a  oompliance  "  with  ha 
majestjr's  government,  as  now  established  in 
the  church,*'  that  is,  as  I  take  it,  with  hit 
rojral  supremacy,  "  and  a  cheerful  conciD>> 
rence  with  such  ministers,  as  bj  public 
authority,  are  or  shall  be  admitted :"  and 
therefore  it  is  the  less  to  be  wondered  it, 
tliat  presbyterians,  who  oould  not  in  coi^ 
science  comply  YnX\i  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  under  this  view  of  the  sense  of  tlK 


parish  churrhet  for  the  space  of  one  3Pear,  ost- 
withstanding  of  their  being  fined  aa  aforesaid; 
It  is  ordained,  that  the  sheriffs  and  other  jui^ 
aforesaid,  within  their  several  juriadiction^ 
delate  them  to  his  majesty's  privy  noDDdU  whs 
are  hereby  authorized  to  call  the  aaid  pensai 
before  them,  and  to  require  them  to  subacriha 
the  bond  following.     **  1  oblige  my- 

self, that  I  shall  not  upon  any  pretext  or  colsur 
whatHt»ever,  rise  in  arms  against  the  kin(i 
majesty,  or  any  having  his  authority  «*r  em- 
ntisaion,  nor  shall  assist  nor  coantenance  any 
who  shall  rise  in  arms.*'  And  if  any  person  m 
called  and  required,  shall  refuse  or  delay  tt 
subscribe  the  bond,  that  the  lords  of  hismi^Jestjr'i 
privy  council  secure,  or  banish  them,  aa  tbey 
shall  think  fit.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that 
upon  such  refusal  or  delay  to  sign  this  faon^ 
the  single  escheat  and  life-reot  escheat  of  the 
refusers  or  delayers  shall  fall  and  appertain  tp 
his  majesty,  and  is  to  be  intromitted  with,  and 
disposed  of  for  his  majesty's  use.  Likeas,  the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  are  hercbj 
required  to  call,  from  time  to  time,  for  an 
account  from  the  sheriffs,  and  others  foresaid, 
of  their  diligence  in  putting  this  act  in  execution; 
and  if  they  be  founa  negligent,  that  they  inflict 
such  censures  and  punishments  on  them,  M 
they  shall  judge  fit.  And  it  is  further  decltfed, 
that  this  act  is  to  endure  only  for  the  spaca  of 
three  years,  unless  his  majesty  shall  think  fitH 
continue  lunger.  And  it  is  further  hereby  pr^ 
vided,  that  this  act  is  to  be  without  prejudirc  of 
the  censures  of  the  church,  to  be  used  agaimt 
such  who  shall  be  absent  from  the  public  mee^ 
ings  for  God's  worship,  conform  to  the  fomcr 
acts  and  practices  of  the  church  thereatienL 

f  **  'i'he  earl  of  I^uderdale  with  his  own  hand 
put  in  a  word  in  the  act  that  covered  the  papisle, 
the  fines  being  laid  on  such  of  the  refomifd 
religion  as  went  not  to  church.  He  pretended 
by  this  to  meet  with  the  popish  party,  the  dufci 
of  York  in  particular,  whose  religion  ivas  yet 
a  secret  to  us  in  Scotland,  though  it  was  none  at 
court.  He  said  to  myself,  he  had  put  in  these 
words  on  design  to  let  the  party  know  thry 
were  to  be  worse  used  than  the  papists  the» 
selves."— 'Burnet's  History  of  hia  Own  TXmn, 
vol.  i.  p.  430.— JE.V/. 
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l^nlitor,  did  withdraw.  Their  withdraw- 
i^f  was  before  in  law  sedition ;  bnt  now  the 
kiDi^  is  made  **  to  reckon  himself  in  oon^ 
nenoe  bound"  to  go  some  further  lengths, 
nd  10  commands  all  his  **  subjects  of  the 
pefiumed  religion"  to  attend  public  worship, 
under  the  penalties  aftemamed.  This  was, 
Uid  moet  reasonably,  reckoned  a  relaxation 
of  ell  the  former  laws  made  against  papists, 
nd  a  material  toleration  to  them.  So  they 
tMfk  it,  and  the  executors  of  the  law  never 
loocbed  them:  but  all  protestants  who 
withdraw  from  their  parish  church  three 
Lord's  days  together,  are  to  be  fined  toties 
fmoties.  Heritors  in  the  eighth  part  of  their 
rent,  tenants  in  six  pounds  Scots,  cottars 
and  servants  in  forty  shillings,  merchants 
Md  tradesmen  as  in  the  act;  and  the 
riieriflB,  &c.  are  bribed  to  execute  this,  as 
in  the  fifth  act  above.  And  besides,  they 
made  judges  of  relevancy  as  to  the 
for  absence,  though  they  be  parties, 
fai  all  cases,  save  that  of  heritors,  and  would 
proiiably  determine  favourably  for  their  own 
pone.  They  are  further  empowered  to 
take  what  oaths  they  find  needful  for 
dsoovering  the  guilty  in  every  parish ;  which 
wae  a  new  handle  of  persecution,  according 
to  tlie  second  act  just  now  noticed. 

A  pretty  singular  clause  is  tacked  to  this 
hew.  If  an  heritor,  liferenter  or  wadsetter 
continue  a  year  absent  from  his  parish 
dinrch,  the  sherififs,  &c.  are  to  delate  them 
to  the  council,  who  are  to  put  the  bond 
of  nonresistance  and  passive  obedience, 
iODezed  to  the  act  to  them ;  and  upon  their 
nlhsal  or  delay  to  subscribe  the  bond,  they 
ive  to  secure  or  banish  them;  and  their 
*mngle  and  liferent  escheat  falls  imme- 
fiately  to  the  king,  and  is  to  be  inter- 
■addled  with  for  his  use.  This  both 
imekened  the  under-executors  of  the  law  to 
their  work  of  fining,  lest  the  council  should 
tske  it  out  of  their  hand,  and  proved,  in  a 
few  years,  ruining  to  the  estates  and  fiimilies 
ofnotafew.  It  cannot  escape  the  reader's 
,  that  the  loss  of  single  and  liferent 
imprisonment,  and  banishment,  is 
the  punishment  annexed  to  simple 
withdrawing  from  parish  churches ;  beside 
the  fines  the  nnder-exactors  may  have 
uplifted  before.    This  is  plain  oppression. 


merely  for  conscienGe'  sake.  The  ,^ 
oooncil  are  likewise  to  look  after 
the  execution  of  this  act,  and  censure 
inferior  judges  for  their  negligence :  and  it 
is  to  endure  three  years,  and  as  long  further 
as  the  king,  1.  e,  the  prelates,  pleaseth,  and 
to  be  without  prejudice  of  ecclesiastical 
censures.  In  this  parliament  then  we  see 
a  very  broad  foundation  laid  for  heavy  and 
rigorous  persecution  of  presbyterians,  in 
their  goods,  liberty,  and  life.  The  council 
and  under-judges  were  not  negligent  in  the 
execution  of  those  acts,  during  the  eight 
following  years,  which,  together  with  the 
sending  into  the  west  country  a  barbarous 
Highland  host,  to  exasperate  people's  spi- 
rits, all  which  issued  in  a  second  and  fruit- 
less appearance  at  Both  well,  was  justly 
chargeable  upon  these  unaccountable  laws, 
and  their  severe  execution.  But  we  shall 
first  meet  with  the  cunning  of  the  fox,  going 
before  the  paw  of  the  lion;  and  that  brings 
me  to 

SECT.  IV. 

Of  the  accommodation  proposed  with  pres- 
byteriaru,  and  other  methods  taken  this 
year^  by  bishop  Leighton, 

Having  considered  the  rigid  measures  taken 
this  year  with  prebjrterians,  I  come  to  give 
account  of  some  attempts  of  another  nature 
made  upon  them,  in  order  to  shake  them  off 
their  principles,  and  to  divide  them  among 
themselves.  Mr  Robert  Leighton,  bishop 
of  Dunblane,  upon  archbishop  Burnet's 
demission,  was  made  commendator,  or  admi- 
nistrator of  the  archbishopric  of  Glasgow ; 
and  this  altered  matters  a  little  M-ith  relation 
to  presbyterian  ministers  who  lived  in  that 
diocese.  This  man  set  up  upon  another 
lay,  than  the  rest  of  the  bishops.  Some- 
what hath  been  said  of  his  character  in  the 
first  book :  I  shall  only  now  add,  that  he 
was  son  to  Dr  Leighton;*  M'ho  for  his 
"  Zion's  Plea  against  Prelacy,"  had  his  ears 
cropt  in  EngUnd.  The  son,  from  zealous 
violent  covenanter  at  Newbottle,  by  desert- 


*  See  note,  vol.  I.  p.  StSTi. 
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'1070  ^  ^  charge  there,  got  in  to 
'  be  principal  of  Edinbnigh,  where 
he  led  a  Yerj  monkiah  life :  and  after  the 
restoratioay  tamed  ao  courtly,  as  to  em- 
brace the  meanest  of  the  bishoprics :  and 
now,  having  the  see  of  Glasgow  in  cdm- 
mendamf  he  affected  to  show  himself  first 
pure,  and  then  peaceable;  and  appoints 
a  pniging  committee  for  his  deigy,  and 
then  endeavours  to  retrieve  their  credit, 
by  bringing  some  of  the  most  eminent 
preachers  of  the  prelatical  set  to  the  west 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  his  proposal 
for  an  accommodation  was  made.  A  taste  of 
each  of  these  perhaps  the  reader  may  desire^ 
and  though  they  do  not  so  directly  relate 
to  the  sufferings,  I  shall  hint  a  little  at 
them,  since  we  have  not  the  ecclesiastic 
history  of  this  time. 

When  the  bishop  entered  upon  the  ad- 
ministration, he  finds  the  country  fuU  of 
complaints  of  the  scandals  of  his  cleigy; 
and,  I  suppose  at  his  first  synod,  he  appoints 
a  committee  of  his  underlings  to  receive 
complaints,  regulate  the  affairs  of  ministers, 
convene  before  them  the  scandalous  and 
unworthy,  make  trial  of  what  was  laid  to 
their  charge,  and  to  determine  according  as 
they  found  cause.  As  far  as  I  can  learn, 
this  committee  was  not  restricted  to  the 
members  of  the  diocese  of  Glasgow ;  but 
Mr  Charters,  Mr  Nairn,  Mr  Aird,  and 
some  others,  whom  we  shall  find  just  now 
were  brought  west  upon  another  errand, 
were  joined  to  them :  and  the  council  being 
acquainted  with  the  design,  interpose  their 
authority  in  the  matter,  by  their  act,  August 
25th.  "  The  coiucil  being  informed,  that 
the  synod  of  Glasgow  have  appointed  a 
committee  of  their  number,  to  hear  and 
take  trial  of  such  complaints  as  shall  be 
given  in  to  them  against  scandalous  minis- 
ters ;  and  it  being  expedient  that  they  have 
all  encouragement  in  what  is  committed  to 
them,  do  appoint  Sir  John  Cochran  of 
Ochiltree,  Sir  Thomas  Wallace,  Sir  John 
Cuningham,  Sir  John  Harper,  the  provosts 
of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  to  meet  with  them, 
and  countenance  and  assist  them,  and  be 
careful  that  their  orders  and  citations  be 
obeyed."  Public  intimation  was  made 
throughout  the  diocese  of  Glasgow,  that 


liberty  waa  granted  to  ail^  to  taUa  ti 
oompbints  against  their  ministefBy  bd 
the  bishop  and  the  assistants  he  Ind 
sumed.  Whatever  leal  seemed  to  diiM 
itself  in  this  new  step  the  bishop  was  plea 
to  take,  yet  no  great  advanti^  to 
interests  of  pure  religion  waa.expectad 
persons  who  considered  how  mattcn  ati 
Every  body  knew,  that  while  the  bid 
was  at  Dunblane,  he  had  as  scandalous ; 
ignorant  a  cleigy  as  in  ScoUand,  and 
there,  he  never  offered  to  turn  one  of  tl 
out 

W^hcn  this  committee  met  in  Septeal 
they  endeavoured  to  make  as  narrow  a  d 
as  might  be  for  complaints  and  delatio 
and  in  the  entry,  to  put  an  effectual  \m 
the  way  of  accusations,  it  was  uiged,  i 
none  should  be  permitted  to  table  a  C8 
plaint  against  a  minister,  unless  he  first  tl 
and  signed  the  declaration;  but  finding  fr 
some  lawyers  with  them,  that  they  had 
warrant  to  require  the  declaration,  thisp 
posal  was  unwillingly  laid  aside.  I  fiac 
remarked  by  some,  that  to  discourage  on 
plainers,  they  ordered  that  such  as  ( 
succumb  in  the  probation  of  their  13 
should  appear  in  sackcloth  before  the  o 
gregation,  as  slanderers  of  their  miniit 
and  accordingly,  that  one,  in  the  entry  m 
his  failure  in  full  prol»ution,  was  thus  c 
sured,  ad  terrorem.  But  for  my  own  sb 
I  tbink  nobody  should  be  suffered  to 
spatter  the  reputation  of  othen^  witfci 
proof.  Whether  the  conunittee  drove  t 
matter  too  far  I  cannot  telL  By  1h 
things  a  good  many  parishes  were  bindn 
from  appearing  against  their  curates,  ezpi 
ing  but  little  justice  from  the  bishop  and 
assistants :  and  where  it  could  be  got  do 
not  a  few  chose  rather  to  agree  with  1h 
for  a  little  money,  voluntarily  to  remo 
This  severals  did  accept  of,  and  some  m 
to  Ireland,  some  to  the  north  and  e 
country,  whence  they  came.  However, 
some  places  the  probation  was  so  df 
there  was  no  getting  by  it  The  incoali 
at  Killallan,  in  the  presbytery  of  Fnl 
was  deposed  sinqUiciter.  His  neprest  nfl| 
hour  in  Kilmalcom,  of  whom  before^  WJ 
some  three  or  four  others,  were  only  tm 
ported,  and  removed  elsewhere,  althom 
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mwtnX  acts  of  dmnkeuness  were  directly 
proT«n  against  them. 

The  Client  partiality  of  the  committee, 
ia  the  cue  of  the  forementioned  Jaffrey  of 
Haybole,  made  the   greatest  noise.    We 
hare  heard,  that  lately  he  libelled  his  pa- 
rishioners for  an  attempt  upon  his  life ;  now 
they  take  their  torn,  and  libel  and  prove 
befo<re  this  committee  the  crimes  of  profane 
iwearing,  striking, fighting,  and  plain  drunk- 
enness :  yet  the  conunittee  were  in  a  fair 
way  to  absolve  him,  and  censure  his  ao- 
cnsen ;  and  would  have  done  so  by  plurality 
of  ymces,  had  not  the  bishop,  ashamed  of 
this,  interposed,  and  in  the  plenitude  of 
his  episcopal  power,  forbid  him  the  exercise 
of  his  minis^  in  that  parish.    Thus  the 
committee  were  either  partial,  or  the  bishop 
injust  in  his  censure,  which  was  indeed 
generally  looked  on  as  soft>  and  very  dis- 
proportioned  to  his  crimes,  and  both  were 
Uamed.    However,  the  people  got  rid  of 
this  troublesome  guest     This  b  all  the 
iccount  I  have  of  this  purging  committee, 
which  made  so  much  noise,  and  did  so  little 
to  the  purpose. 

About  the  same  time,  the  bishop  took 
another  method  to  prevent  any  further 
indulgence  to  presbyterian  ministers,  and,  if 
possible,  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  the  clergy, 
and  to  cast  a  doud  upon  the  indulged 
presbyterian  ministers.  The  council  are  pre- 
vailed with  to  hire  and  send  west,  some  of 
the  episcopal  clergy,  whose  fiune,  learning, 
and  preaching  gifts,  might  most  recommend 
them  to  the  people  in  the  west  country.  I 
find  nothing  of  this  in  the  registers ;  but  I 
am  well  informed,  they  had  all  of  them 
letters  from  the  council  to  go  west,  and  a 
share  of  the  vacant  stipends  promised  them, 
or  a  gratuity  from  the  treasury.  Those 
were  by  the  country  people  termed  ironically, 
*  the  bishop's  evangelists."  As  fiur  as  I 
can  recover  them,  their  names  were,  Mr 
Jamea  Nairn,  a  person  of  very  considerable 
learning  and  gifts,  but  inclinable  to  the 
Pehfrian  tenets,  as  was  then  thought;  Mr 
Gilhart  Burnet,  well  known  to  the  worid 
nioe»  first  professor  of  divinity  at  Ghugow, 
and  after  that  persecuted  for  his  appearing 
i^iunst  popery,and  for  the  cause  of  liberty; 
and  since  the  revolution,  the  learned  and 
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moderate  bishop  of  Samm,  one 
of  the  great  eyesores  of  the  ^^'^^' 
highfliers  and  Tories  in  England,  and  a 
very  great  ornament  to  his  native  coun- 
try; Mr  Laurence  Charters,  a  man  of 
great  worth  and  gravity,  but  not  alto- 
gether so  fit  for  a  mission  of  this  nature, 
by  reason  of  his  unpopular  utterance ;  Mr 
James  Aird,  commonly  called  ^  bishop 
Leighton's  ape;"  Mr  Patrick  Cook,  and 
Mr  Walter  I^iterson.  These  persons,  at 
least  some  of  them,  were  of  such  reputation 
and  credit  with  their  admirers,  that  it  was 
reckoned  all  the  west  would  be  proselyted 
by  them,  or  at  least  very  much  exposed,  if 
they  fell  not  in  with  them ;  but  they  them- 
selves found  matters  otherwise  when  they 
came.*  Few  proselytes  were  made,  and  in 
many  places  where  they  came,  they  could 
not  have  a  congregation.  Two  or  three 
hundred  were  the  utmost,  and  these  mostly 
of  the  younger  sort,  who  came  out  of  curi- 
osity, and  after  a  day  or  two  left  them ;  so 
that  very  soon  they  wearied  of  their  fruitless 
undertaking,  and  Uie  gravest  of  them  frankly 
owned,  that  the  west  country  could  not  be 
edified  so  well  as  by  their  own  ministers. 
The  indulged  had  not  the  least  hurt  by  this 
experiment  Beside  the  stipend  of  parishes 
where  they  preached  till  they  wearied,  I  am 
told,  the  council  bestowed  liberal  rewards 
upon  them. 

The  last  effort  bishop  Leighton  made, 
was,  toward  the  close  of  this  year,  by  the 
accommodation  proposed  to  some  of  the 
presbyterian  ministers.  The  design  of  this 
was  nothing  else  but  to  hook  in  the  presby- 
terian ministers  to  an  unperoeived  subjection 
to  bishops :  the  snare  was  seen,  and  pru- 
dently and  cautiously  evited.    The  case  of 


•  Burnet,  tpcaking  of  tbis  affair,  My%  "  The 
people  of  the  country  came  generally  to  hear  us, 
though  not  in  great  crowds.  We  were  indeed 
amazed  to  eee  a  poor  commonalty  eo  capable  to 
ai|^e  upon  pointH  of  goTemment,  and  on  thr 
bounds  to  be  set  to  the  power  of  princes  in 
matters  of  religion.  Upon  all  these  topics  they 
had  texts  of  scripture  at  hand ;  and  were  ready 
with  their  answers  to  any  thing  that  was  said 
to  them.  This  measure  of  knowledge  was 
spread  even  among  the  meanest  of  them,  their 
cottagers  and  their  servants.  "^Historv  of  his 
Own  Times,  toL  i.  p.  431.— When  or  where  did 
ever  episcopacy  prtidiice  amc^  tStctet— EA. 
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this  Bcoommodatioii  is  already  pub- 
lished, and  in  the  hands  of  many ; 
so  I  shall  only  g^ve  a  short  narratiYe  of  this 
business.  Much  of  it  was  transacted  this 
year,  and  the  last  part  of  it  in  the  beginnings 
of  the  next  All  shall  be  put  together  in 
this  place. 

The  king^s  commissioner,  Lauderdale,  at 
bishop  Leighton's  desire,  wrote  letters  to 
Mr  George  Hutchison  indulged  at  Irvine, 
Mr  Alexander  Wedderbum  at  Kilmarnock, 
Messrs  Matthew  Ramsay  and  John  Baird 
at  Paisley,  Mr  John  Gombil  at  Symington, 
desiring  them  to  come  into  Edinburgh, 
August  9th,  this  year,  upon  matters  of  con- 
siderable importance  he  had  to  communicate 
to  them.  They  all  came  at  the  day,  and 
waited  upon  the  commissioner  at  Holyrood- 
house,  where  they  found  some  of  the  coun- 
sellors, bishop  Leighton,  and  Mr  Burnet, 
about  thb  time  made  professor  of  divinity  at 
(jlasgow.  Lauderdale  opened  the  meeting, 
with  acquainting  the  ministers,  that  he  had 
not  heard  of  any  miscarriage  in  any  of  them ; 
but  he  had  sent  for  them  to  advise  with 
them  concerning  an  accommodation,  and  to 
propose  an  agreement  upon  joint  measures, 
which  might  tend  to  the  peace  of  the  church ; 
and  enlarged  upon  the  king's  great  conde- 
scension to  them,  and  his  wishes  for  a 
complete  unity  and  harmony.  Bishop  Leigh- 
ton  seconded  the  commissioner  in  a  long 
harangue,  insisting  much  upon  his  majesty's 
clemency  and  benignity,  mixing  in  some 
bitter  remarks  upon  some  alleged  evils  in  the 
presbyterian  constitution,  he  had  observed 
when  among  them.  The  ministers  made  no 
reply  to  him,  this  being  not  so  proper  a 
place ;  but,  on  the  morrow  in  his  chamber, 
they  answered  his  reflections  at  full  length. 
Lauderdale  pressed  that  they  might  give 
their  sentiments  of  the  proposal  of  an  ac- 
commodation betwixt  the  dissenting  parties 
about  church  government  in  the  west  They 
signified  that  the  proposal  did  concern  the 
whole  body  of  presbyterians,  indulged  and 
not  indulged,  and  declined  to  give  their 
private  judgment  in  a  thing  of  general  con- 
cern, till  their  brethren  were  consulted. 
They  likewise  desired  the  proposal  might 
be  given  them  in  writ ;  which  the  bishop 
promised,  bat  did  not  perform. 


The  result  ofthisooolerenoe  Wiethe  com- 
missioner allowed  presbyterian  mimsten, 
indulged  and  not  indulged,  to  meet  amoiig 
themselvesjto  consider  the  bishop's  proposal ; 
and  gave  them  until  the  fint  of  NoYcmber, 
to  think  upon  an  answer.  When  the  bishop 
neglected  to  give  than  his  project  in  writing, 
the  ministers,  among  themselves,  put  the 
substance  of  it  in  this  shi^ie,  to  be  oommuni- 
cated  to  their  brethren.  *  Presbyteries  beii^ 
set  up  by  law,  as  they  were  established 
before  the  year  1638,  and  the  bishop  paasiiy 
from  his  negative  voice,  and  we  having 
liberty  to  protest  and  declare  against  vaj 
remainder  of  preladc  power  retained,  or  that 
may  happen  at  any  time  to  be  exercised  by 
him,  for  a  salvo  for  our  consciences  frraa 
homologation  thereof;  Quteritur^  Whether 
we  can,  with  safety  to  our  consciences  and 
principles,  join  in  these  presbyteries  ?  Or, 
what  else  it  is  that  we  will  desire  or  do  for 
peace  in  the  church,  and  an  accommodatioii, 
episcopacy  being  always  preserved  T* 

Accordingly,  the  ministers  in  the  south 
and  west  had  a  very  frequent  [full]  meeting; 
and,  after  full  and  fr'ee  conversation,  and 
mature  pondering  over  every  thing  whidi 
offered  in  favour  of  an  accommodation,  they 
all  agreed  that  the  above  concessions  were 
not  sufficient  to  be  a  foundation  of  their 
sitting  and  acting  in  presbyteries  and  synods 
with  the  prelates.  I  have  seen  several  papen 
which  at  this  time  passed  among  the  ministen 
on  this  subject :  and  the  writer  of  "  the  case 
of  the  accommodation'*  hath,  at  great  length, 
given  the  arguments  against  the  proposed 
accommodation.  The  substance  of  the 
reasons  offered  against  it,  at  the  meeting  of 
ministers,  as  far  as  I  can  reach  them,  was  in 
short.  That  although  presbyterian  ministem 
did  sit  and  act  with  bishops  before  the  (year) 
1638,  yet  then  presbyterian  government  was 
in  possessorio,  by  standing  acts  of  parliament 
not  rescinded ;  and  the  prelates  were  merely 
obtruded  upon  presbyteries  and  synods: 
whereas  now,  episcopacy  is  established,  and 
presbyteries  are  by  law  discharged.  By  the 
act  of  parliament  1592,  presbyteries  were 
owned  to  be  courts  of  Christ;  the  intrinsic 
power  and  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  church 
and  its  judicatories,  sessions,  presbyteriei^ 
synods,  and  general  assemblies,  was  then 
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iitified:  but  now  tbat  aot  ia  resdndedy  the 
goYemment  and  policy  of  the  church  is 
declared  to  depend  npon,  and  to  be  ordered 
hf  the  "  royal  supremacy,*'  as  an  inherent 
prerogatiYe  of  the  crown.  By  virtue  of  this, 
bishops  are  allowed  to  assume  whom  they 
please  in  presbyteries  and  synods,  as  mere 
assistants ;  and  these  meetings  now  entirely 
depend  upon  the  king's  supremacy,  and  the 
prelates  as  his  substitutes.  It  was  added, 
that  the  old  presbyterians  made  a  difference 
betwixt  sitting  in  presbyteries  with  a  bishop, 
or  his  **  constant  moderator,"  and  sitting 
with  him  in  his  **  diocesan  synod."  After 
the  pretended  assembly  at  Glasgow  was 
ratified,  1612,  and  the  bishops  were  invested 
with  the  sole  power  of  ordination  and  juris- 
diction, the  presbyterian  ministers,  generally 
speaking,  left  the  bishops'  meetings;  and, as 
soon  as  Pkx>videnoe  opened  a  door,  they  did 
their  utmost  to  be  rid  of  the  prelates,  and 
brought  about  that  notable  reformation  1638> 
of  which  a  joining  with  the  bishops,  as  now 
proposed,  would  be  a  plain  giving  up. 

Further,  as  to  the  bishop's  negative  voice, 
the  present  proposal  did  not  appear  to  them 
dear  and  distinct  The  bishop  had  lately 
used  it  in  Jaffirejr's  case ;  there  was  no  Ulw 
to  restrain  it ;  though  the  present  commen- 
dator  yielded  it,  his  successor  might  claim  it. 
Besides,  the  bishop  faltered  a  little,  as  to 
this  part  of  his  own  proposal,  in  conversation 
with  the  ministers.  When  they  asked  him 
what  he  would  do,  upon  the  supposition  he 
and  the  presbytery  could  not  agree  upon  a 
point  in  debate;  he  answered,  he  would 
enter  his  dissent  against  them.  And  when 
v^ged,  whether  his  dissent  would  be  any 
more  than  that  of  another  member,  he 
declined  speaking  of  this,  and  said,  the 
estates  behoved  to  determine  that  So  his 
dissent  upon  the  matter,  seemed  still  to  be 
anegative,at  least  upon  the  execution  of  the 
presbytei-y's  sentence.  They  reckoned  a 
protestation  against  the  episcopal  constitu- 
tioo,  while  they  sat  and  acted  with  a  bishop, 
would  be  protegtaHo  contraria  facto^  and  so 
no  salve  to  their  conscience.  A  considerable 
difference  appeared  to  them  betwixt  joining 
ia  public  worship  with  a  bishop,  or  such  as 
were  ordained  by  him,  and  sitting  in  courts 
with  them ;  since  the  first  did  not,  in  all 


cases,  necessarily  infer  any  appro-  ^^^^ 
bation  of  the  corruptions  of  the 
minister,  or  mouth  of  the  worshipping 
society:  but  they  could  not  see  how  to 
join  in  discipline,  without  approving  of  the 
episcopal  power,  whereby  the  acts  of  disci- 
pline were  exercised.  In  short,  though  this 
proposal  should  have  taken  in  the  bounds  of 
the  synod  of  Glasgow,  yet  the  rest  of  the 
prelates  were  utterly  averse  from  it  In  fine, 
the  ministers  reckoned  this  accommodation 
inconsistent  with  their  principles.  The 
presbyteries  they  were  to  meet  in,  were 
founded  only  upon  the  bishop's  commission, 
which  he  might  enlarge  or  straiten  as  he 
pleased :  they  were  denuded  of  the  power 
of  jurisdiction  and  ordination,  which  the 
bishop  reserved  in  his  own  hand:  they 
wanted  ruling  elders,  officers,  in  their  opin- 
ion of  Christ's  institution.  In  a  word,  the 
bishop,  in  the  presbytery,  was  still  clothed 
with  an  episcopal  power,  though  he  should, 
for  a  while,  lay  aside  the  exercise  of  it ;  and 
they  reckoned  their  sitting  with  him  homo- 
logated episcopacy. 

Upon  all  these  accounts,  and  many  others 
too  long  to  be  narrated,  the  ministers  most 
harmoniously  refused  the  accommodation ; 
and  such  of  them  as  before  had  been  called 
into  Edinburgh,  went  back  at  the  appointed 
time.  When  they  came,  the  noblemen,  and 
the  eari  of  Tweeddale  in  particular,  who  had 
been  very  forward  in  this  matter,  were  gone 
to  London;  so  the  ministers  resolve  to  wait 
their  return,  and  then  give  their  answw,  if 
required.  Meanwhile  bishop  Leighton  as- 
saults some  of  them,  by  letters  of  the  date 
November  12th  and  19th,  desiring  a  con- 
ference with  the  indulged  and  nonindulged, 
and  offering  to  explain  his  proposal,  and  add 
more  concessions.  He  likewise  pressed  the 
ministers  to  name  time  and  place.  .  Yet,  it 
was  known,  that  at  the  same  time,  he  was 
spreading  letters  to  some  of  his  friends, 
inveighing  against  the  presbyterians,  for  not 
accepting  of  his  proposal,  though  their 
answer  was  not  yet  made  public.  Such  who 
received  letters  from  the  bishop,  advised 
Hdth  their  brethren,  who  all  dissuaded  them 
from  answering  in  writ;  but  Messrs  Hutchi- 
son and  Wedderbum  went  into  hun,  and 
expostulated  with  him  for  his  Utt^t^  \fi  Vk&& 


180 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TH£  SUFFERINGS. 


[BOOK  II. 


fiiends  jmt  now  mentioned.  The 
buhop  eztennated  the  matter,  and 
alleged  what  he  had  written,  was  some 
considerable  time  since.  They  gmve  him  to 
know,  they  did  not  decline  a  conference, 
proyiding  it  was  legally  allowed  by  the 
magistrate;  bnt  wonld  not  name  time  and 
place.  At  length,  when  he  let  them  see  my 
lord  Tweeddale's  letter  to  him  anent  this, 
for  their  part  they  agreed  to  the  meeting, 
which  the  bishop  appointed  at  Paisley, 
December  14th. 

That  day  bishop  Leighton,  the  proyoet  of 
Glasgow,  Sir  John  Harper  of  Cambnsne- 
than,  BIr  G^ilbert  Burnet,  Mr  James  Ram- 
say, dean  of  Glasgow,  came  to  Pbisley,  and 
abont  twenty-six  presbyterian  ministers, 
indulged  and  not  indulged,  met  with  them 
there.  The  meeting  was  begun  with  prayer, 
by  Mr  Matthew  Ramsay,  eldest  minister  of 
the  town.  The  bishop  opened  their  con- 
Tersation  with  an  eloquent  and  elaborate 
discourse,  of  near  an  hour's  length.  He 
harangued  upon  the  peace  of  the  church, 
oyils  of  division,  and  bis  own  condescension 
to  his  brethren,  with  commendations  of  epis- 
copacy, and  plain  enough  inTectiyes  agaiust 
presbytery.  He  added  spme  persuasives  to 
fiill  in  with  his  proposal,  and  insinuated 
pretty  open  threats,  if  it  were  not  gone  into. 

Mr  John  Baird,  as  had  been  concerted  by 
the  rest,  spoke  next,  and  signified,  that  the 
brethren  had  seriously  considered  the  pro- 
posal made  to  them  in  August ;  and  could 
not,  without  quitting  their  principles,  and 
wronging  their  conscience,  condescend  to 
sit  in  judicatories  with  a  bishop,  under 
whatever  name,  who  is  not  chosen  by  these 
meetings,  nor  liable  to  censure  from  them  for 
malversation,  and,  so  far  as  he  could,  retains 
his  negative  power,  and  continues  a  prelate ; 
with  whom  they  reckoned  tlicmsel  ves  bound, 
by  solemn  engagements  to  God,  not  to  com- 
ply. The  bishop  said,  in  his  usual  affected 
way,  ^  Is  there  then  no  hope  of  peace  ?  are 
you  for  war  ?  is  ail  this  in  vain  V**  | 

Mr  Ralph  Rogers  resumed  some  of  the 
bishop's  innuendos  and  reflections  upon 
presbyterian  government,  and  refuted  them. 
He  had  alleged  that  for  many  hundreds  of 
years,  bishops  had  never  bcnen  opposed  in 
Ibe  Christian  churchy  except  by  .£riu8.  Mr 


Rogers  aarared  him,  he  ooM  datjpronihk, 
and  asMrted,  thai  the  patrona  of  epiaoopacy 
would  never  evince^  that  for  aonehmidredi 
of  years  there  waa  any  biahop  in  the  ohnroh, 
who  was  not  chosen  by  the  dei)S7»  and  evcrf 
way  acoountable  to  them;  or  that  then 
were  any  arohbishopa,  with  the  power  thcj 
now  assume.  He  stated,  with  a  great  dcsl 
of  plainness,  the  difierenoes  betwixt  the  pri- 
mitive and  present  bishope;  that  theae  were  i 
still  chosen  by  presbyters,  and  those  is- 
posed  upon  tiiem;  these  only  presided 
those  do  a  great  deal  more;  that  in  the 
primitive  times  there  were  more  than  ooe 
in  a  city,  and  so  could  not  have  that  jurisdie* 
tion  they  now  claim. 

Mr  Burnet  replied,  by  denying  the  prinu- 
tive  bishops*  mere  precedency,  and  assertiai; 
there  were  then  archbishops  really,  thon^ 
they  had  not  the  name;  and  that  more 
bishops  than  one  in  a  city  was  a  fonlt;  sad 
that  Augustine  regrets  it* 

Mr  Wedderbum  answered,  that  the  pre- 
sent  bishops  were  either  aoooontahle  tt 
the  presbyteries,  or  muxmtroUable ;  siaoe» 
in  most  places,  for  a  long  time,  there  were  os 
provincial  synods :  that  Augustine  oompUu 
of  his  entry  into  a  place  where  another 
bishop  WBB  settled,  only  as  the  tranagresnoB 
of  a  canon  of  the  council  of  Nice ;  whidi 
supposeth,  that  before  that  council,  the 
practice  was  ordinary.  And  whereas  the 
bishop  had  alleged,  it  was  impossible,  from 
scripture  or  antiquity,  to  prove  that  mere 
presbyters  had  the  power  of  the  keys  of  dis- 
cipline ;  Mr  Hutchison  took  notice,  that  it 
was  plain,  Christ  gave  the  power  of  the  keys 
of  discipline  and  government,  to  these  to 
whom  he  committed  the  keys  of  doctriae; 
and  observed,  that  it  was  undeniable  that 
the  key  of  doctrine  was  committed  to  pns- 


*  Burnet,  History  of  bis  Own  Times,  v«L  i.  ^ 
44S,  ■«}-«,  "  1  was  then  full  of  those  maMUn,  m 
I  anewered  all  bis  speech,  and  every  one  of  hb 
quotations,  and  turned  the  whole  upon  him,  with 
advantages,  that  were  too  evident  to  be  so  BBOflh 
as  deni^  by  their  own  party.  And  it  aeemrf 
the  person  nimself  thoucht  so ;  for  he  did  not 
offer  at  one  word  of  reply.  *  Thebisbopsecossts 
have  forgotten  that  tnere  are  many  resisns  iv 
not  replying  to  an  opponent ;  the  weakneH  of  h» 
arguments,  sometimes  being  as  eogent  a  one  ss 
their  strength.— £c(. 
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bjten.  No  npljTWM  offered  to  this.  Tlie 
bitliop  lOM  wp,  and  begged  they  might  not 
cater  upon  dehstes,  which  would  be  endless, 
sad  not  answer  the  design  of  their  meeting. 
This  was  gmie  into,  only,  in  the  progress  of 
their  discourse,  Mr  Alexander  Jamison 
reasoned  so  closely  with  the  bishop,  anent 
the  prelates'  power  oyer  presbyters,  that  the 
bishop  turned  a  little  uneasy.  His  nose 
fell  a  bleeding;  whether  from  this  or  not  I 
shall  not  determine,  but  he  was  forced  to 
retire  a  while.  Several  others  inclined  to 
hare  entered  the  lists  with  the  bishop  and 
professor,  but  were  preyented  by  decla- 
rations, that  the  meeting  was  not  for  dis- 
putes. 

Mr  William  Adair,  and  Mr  James  Na- 
SBith,  apprdiending  that  the  liberty  taken  in 
their  reasonings,  might  come  to  be  made  use 
of  as  a  handle  against  the  whole  of  presby- 
teriaa  ministers,  moved  for  a  delay  till  to- 
morrow, and  desired  the  bishop^s  proposal 
in  writing,  to  consider  upon.  The  bishop 
said,  he  had  no  warrant  to  give  any  thing  in 
writ ;  yet,  at  Sir  John  Harper*s  desire,  Mr 
Burnet  set  down  the  sum  of  the  bishop's 
condescensions,  which  was  read  coram,  and 
the  bishop  approved  it,  as  containing  his 
mind.  I  have  annexed  a  copy  at  the  foot  of 
the  page.*  And  the  reader  who  desires  to 
dip  into  this  afl&ir,  will  find  them  at  length 
considered  in  the  case  of  accommodation. 
On  the  morrow,  when  the  ministers  had 
considered  this  paper,  they  found  it  con- 
different  from  the  proposals  made 


*  Bishim  LeuhtofCt  pronosal  at  Paisley. 

1.  That  if  the  ditMntinK  brethren  will  come  to 
ufwrfiTtirifi  and  synods,  Uiey  thall  not  onlv  not 
W  •biigwl  to  renounce  their  ovm  private  opinion 
anent  ehorch  government,  and  awear  or  rab- 
taihf.  any  thing  thereto*  bat  shall  have  liberty 
at  their  entry  to  the  nid  meeting,  to  declare  and 
OBltf  It  in  what  ibrm  they  please. 

8.  That  all  chnrch-affairs  shall  be  managed, 
in  preabyterifls  or  synods,  by  the  free  vote  of 
pn^bvtera,  or  the  mtjar  part  of  them. 

S.  If  any  difference  fall  out  in  the  diocesan 
synods,  betwixt  any  of  the  members  thereof,  it 
siuU  bo  lawful  to  appeal  to  a  provincial  synod, 
or  their  eommittee. 

4.  That  entranta  being  lawfully  presented  by 
the  patron,  and  duly  tried  bv  the  presbytery, 
thero  sbail  he  a  day  agreed  on  by  the  bishop  and 
frmbfUrj9  for  their  meeting  togetlier  for  their 
■olenin  ordination  and  admission,  at  which  there 
shall  bo  one  appointed  to  preach,  and  that  it 
sliall  be  at  the  parish  church,  where  he  is  to  be 
admittsd,  except  in  the  aue  oi'  impottlbUlty,  or  / 


at    Edinburgh:   and    they   cmved  ._^ 
some  time  to  consider  the  matter 
further,  which  was  granted  them ;  and  they 
were  told,  that  against  the  12th  of  January 
next,  their  mind  would  be  expected  at  Edin- 
burgh.   Thus  the  meeting  at  Paisley  ended. 

The  ministers  met  at  Kilmarnock  in  a 
few  days,  and  unanimously  agreed,  that  the 
last  propositions  were  more  unsatisfactory 
than  the  former  proposal :  and,  I  am  told, 
they  drew  up  their  mind  in  writ,  and  nomi- 
nated Mr  Qeorge  Hutchison,  Mr  Alexander 
Wedderbum,  Mr  Robert  Miller,  Mr  William 
Maitland,  and  some  others,  to  go  in  to 
Edinburgh,  and  deliver  their  answer  in  writ, 
if  it  was  required ;  and  gave  them  liberty  to 
add  to  it  as  they  saw  necessary.  I  have  not 
seen  a  copy  of  what  was  agreed  to  at  Kil- 
marnock, neither  do  I  find  that  they  in- 
clined that  any  thing  should  come  from 
them  in  writ,  unless  commanded  by  the 
government,  and  pressed  to  it  I  have  be- 
fore me  a  copy  of  some  proposals  made 
about  this  time;  but  whether  before  or 
after  the  meeting  at  Paisley,  I  know  not 
They  were  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  agreed  to 
by  any  meeting  of  ministers,  but  drawn  up 
by  some  private  hand,  as  a  counter  proposal 
to  bishop  Leighton's.  How  fiur  they  would 
have  satisfied  all  presbjrteriau  ministers  in 
their  present  circumstances,  pro  tanto,  I 
shall  not  say ;  but  I  have  insert  them  be- 
low,f  as  what  may  give  some  further  light 
to  this  affair. 

These  brethren  who  were  nominated. 


extreme  inconvenlency ;  and  if  any  differenre 
fidl  in  touching  that  affair,  it  shall  be  referable 
to  the  provincial  synods,  or  their  committee,  as 
any  other  matter. 

6  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  bat  my  lord  com- 
missioner his  grace  will  moke  good  wluit  he 
offered,  anent  the  establishment  of  presbyteries 
and  synods ;  and  we  trust  his  grace  will  pro- 
cure such  security  to  these  brethren  for  declar- 
ing their  judgment,  that  they  may  do  it  without 
any  hazard.  In  contravening  any  law,  and  that 
the  bishop  shall  humbly  and  earnestly  recom- 
mend this  to  his  grace. 

6.  That  no  entrant  shall  be  engaged  to  any 
canonical  oath  or  subecription  to  the  bishop,  and 
that  his  opinion  anent  tliat  government,  shall 
not  prpjudge  him  in  this,  but  that  it  shall  be 
free  for  him  to  declare, 

f  OmnteT'propoaal  to  the  former. 

1  That  episcopacy  being  reduced  to  a  fixed 
presidency  in  presbyteries,  synodv  %xi4  fecw«vA 
assemblies,    all  churdi  maXtma  ^  xEUKQa^«^« 
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lg.^  came  in  to  Edinbui^h  against  Ja- 
nuary 1 1  th,  1 67 1 ,  where  they  found 
the  chancellor,  duke  Hamilton,  earl  of 
Tweeddale,  and  some  other  counsellors, 
with  bishop  Leighton  and  Mr  Burnet 
There  were  tn'o  meetings  at  Holyrood- 
house,  upon  the  11th  and  2l8t,  and 
the  ministers  had  seTeral  conferences  more 
privately  nith  the  bishop,  and  sometimes 
with  some  of  the  noblemen.  I  have  seen 
two  written  accounts  of  what  passed  at 
Edinbuig^h  at  this  time ;  one  dran-n  by  the 
bishop,  which  is  answered  in  the  appendix 
to  the  case  of  accommodation ;  and  another 
draHTi  by  some  of  the  ministers  who  went 
in  to  Edinbui^h.  It  is  needless  to  swell  the 
notes  H-ith  them.  In  short,  the  ministers 
declared  the  bishop's  proposals  unsatisfying 
to  them  and  their  brethren ;  and  narrated 
some  reasons  why  they  reckoned  them  so. 
The  bishop,  at  one  of  the  meetings  with  the 
chancellor,  offered  a  dispute  with  them. 
Mr  Hutchison  very  modestly  declined  this, 
observing  that  he  n'as  not  in  tuto  to  dispute 
against  episcopacy,  by  reason  of  the  stand- 
ing laws,  discharging  speaking  or  \iTiting 
against  it,  or  arguing  for  presbytery,  under 
the  pains  of  sedition.  Mr  Burnet  insulted 
a  little  upon  this,  and  jeered  them,  because 
they  would  not  appear  in  their  cause,  which 


decided,  and  determined  by  the  plurality  of  the 
Totes  of  presbyters  convened  in  the  said  resp«K^. 
tire  meetings,  and  that  bishops  act  nothing, 
neither  in  ordination  or  Jurisdiction,  but  by 
moderating  iu  the  said  meetings  without  a 
negative. 

2.  That  it  shall  not  be  in  the  bishop's  power 
to  refuse  to  concur  in  the  ordination  of  any 
persons  lawfully  presented  by  the  patron,  and 
duljy  tried  and  approven  by  the  presbytery  ; 
and  that  the  ordination  be  publicly  done  by  the 
concurrence  of  bishop  and  presbytery  at  the 
parish  kirk ;  and  in  case  the  bishop,  by  some 
intervening  invincible  impediment,  cannot  keep 
the  day  and  hour  agreed  upon,  thut  a  new  day 
be  appointed,  and  that  as  soon  as  possibly  can  bie 
thereafter,  for  the  said  ordination ;  and  in  case 
the  bishop  shall  refuse  or  delay  to  concur  in  the 
ordination,  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council  shall,  upon  complaint  of  the  patron, 
parish,  or  presbytery,  direct  letters  of  homing, 
charging  him  for  that  effect. 

8.  That  aa  general  assemblies,  synods,  and 
presbyteries,  are  razed  and  quite  taken  away,  by 
act  of  parliament  for  restitution  of  bishops  1662, 
and  the  act  for  a  national  svnod,  so  they  l>e  also 
revived  again  by  act  of  parliament,  the  indiction 
of  the  general  assembly  being  reserved  to  the 
Jkfifg^  Mod  the  modentiog  in  the  synods  to  ih« 


they  called  "  the  kiogdom  of  Christ*'  Upon 
this  Mr  Weddorbuni  accepted  the  dnl- 
lenge,  providing  the  chancellor  and  oooa- 
sellmiB  present  would  allow  him ;  and  offcrei 
to  prove  presbjrterian  prindplea  to  be  agree- 
able to  scripture,  reason,  antiquity,  and  tlit 
judgment  of  our  reformers  iTom  popeir: 
but  the  allowance  was  not  granted ;  so  tfaii 
proposed  accommodation  broke  np. 

CHAP.  VI. 


OP  THE  STATE  AND  SUFFERINGS  OF 
TERIANS  IN  THE  YEAR  1671. 


This  year  does  not  afford  so  much  .^.j 

/.  ■   •  «  iW       •  10<1. 

matter  for  a  history  of  sufferings,  as 
many  in  this  period ;  and  therefore  I  Ad 
despatch  it  the  more  quickly,  without  break* 
ing  it  into  sections.  The  indtilged  mimstoi 
have  their  hardships  growing  iip<m  thi^ 
their  brethren,  the  outed  ministen^  ve 
likewise  brought  into  trouble;  the 
tion  is  continued  upon  the  account  of 
venticles,  and  several  gentlemen,  fonnerij 
confined,  are  hardly  enough  dealt  with  b 
their  prisons,  for  their  alleged  aooearion  ti 
Pentland;  popery  in  the  mean  time  is  veiy 
much  increasing.  These  things,  with  sooie 
other  incidental  matters  this  year,  I  shiU 


biHhops  as  also  in  presbyteries  when  they  uc 
present,  and,  in  their  absence,  by  other  nu^oa- 
torn  chosen  hj  tbe  svnod. 

4.  That  outed  mmisters,  not  ]ret  indnlgii, 
shall  enter  into  charges  as  freely  as  they  wha 
are  indulged. 

6.  Because  many  godly  ministera  caniMC  bt 
satisfied  in  their  consciences,  silently  to  eonear 
with  a  bishop  or  a  fixed  president  In  tbecxmdM 
of  government,  that  it  shall  beleisom  to  them  SI 
their  first  entering  into  the  said  presbyterii^ 
synods,  and  genenu  assemblies,  and  aa  ofl  then* 
after  as  they  shall  think  fit,  to  proteat. 

6.  That  entrants  to  tbe  ministry  have  tha 
same  liberty,  and  be  free  of  tbe  oath  oif  Ganookri 
obedience. 

7.  That  the  oath  of  allegiance  be  cleared,  sad 
the  king's  power  and  supremacy  in  ecdcalMdcil 
matters  to  be  only jtotestat  civilis. 

8.  And  lastly,  oecause  the  intervals  betwbl 
general  assemblies  may  be  long,  to  tiie  eflbd 
bishops  may  be  censurable  for  their  livaa  aad 
doctrine,  that  there  be  a  meeting  yctariv  of  At 
whole  bishops,  with  three  or  more  minMCers,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  free  votes  of  tbe  several  avaodik 
who  shall  have  power  to  depose,  aaspend*  tM 
otherwise  censure  the  bishops,  bat  have  w 
power  to  meddle  in  any  other 
matter. 
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give  tome  brief  accounts  of,  that  the  state 
of  tiie  church  of  Soothmdy  under  the  cross, 
fear  after  year,  may  the  more  plainly  be 
Men.  It  hath  been  already  obserred,  that 
die  real  design  of  the  accommodation,  which 
broke  up  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  was 
to  aisDare  presbyterians ;  and  when  they 
rcAiaed  to  come  into  the  net,  great  care  was 
taken  to  represent  them  as  unreasonable 
Bco,  and  a  party  who  had  nothing  to  say 
for  themselves ;  while  they  were  not  allowed 
to  speak  in  their  own  cause,  the  present 
•STere  laws  putting  a  bar  upon  them.  The 
bishops  took  care  to  improve  this  occasion, 
to  continue  the  stop  which  was  put  to 
indulging  any  more  presbyterian  ministers, 
ami  to  bring  new  difficulties  upon  such  as 
were  already  allowed.  The  restrictions  and 
fiMitations  hiid  upon  the  indulged  brethren 
dub  year,  were  put  to  a  pretty  strict  execu- 
ligiu  I  find  it  observed  by  some,  that 
I^iderdale,  who  with  some  opposition  got 
tte  indulgence  passed,  had  some  difficulty 
t»  get  it  kept  up ;  till  it  came  to  appear, 
Ikat  people  began  to  split  upon  this  head, 
«d  divisions  to  creep  in,  and  then  the 
fivitations  were  but  little  pressed,  and  their 
ihtuf banco  came  to  be  but  very  small; 
«ily  some  of  the  inferior  cleigy  fretted,  and 
idkcted  upon  Lauderdale,  as  in  heart  a 
presbyterian,  because  he  supported  the  in- 
Mgence. 

When  the  accommodation  was  at  an  end, 
JSumary  26th,  the  council  make  an  act, 
eanining  all  the  indulged,  who  kept  not 
pteabyteries  and  synods,  to  their  parishes. 
U  is  but  short,  and  as  follows :  "  Foras- 
■■dh  as  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
eomicily  in  pursuance  of  his  m^esty's  royal 
plflMore,  signified  to  them  by  his  letter, 
Jane  7th,  1 669,  did  by  their  act  of  July  27th, 
196B,  ordain  all  such  outed  ministers,  as 
should  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  ministry, 
to  keep  kirk  sessions,  presbyteries,  and 
synodal  aa  was  done  by  all  ministers  before 
tike  jear  1638,  and  did  declare  to  them, 
Aal  aooh  as  should  be  allowed  to  exercise 
te  flnnittry,  and  should  not  obey  in  keeping 
if  fueabyt^ries,  should  be  confined  within 
fSbiB  boands  of  the  parishes  where  they 
ay  and  while  they  give  assurance  to 
preabyteries :  and  the  said  lords  being 


informed,    that  hitherto  obedience 
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hath  not  been  given  to  the  foresaid 
act  of  council,  do  therefore  command  and 
require  all  and  every  one  of  these  ministers, 
allowed  by  order  of  council  to  preach,  to 
keep  presbyteries  in  time  coming :  and  do 
hereby  confine  all  those  who  shall  not  give 
obedience,  in  keeping  presbyteries,  within 
the  bounds  of  their  respective  parishes 
where  they  preach :  and  ordain  extracts  of 
this  act  to  be  sent  to  every  one  of  the  said 
ministers,  that  none  of  them  pretend  igno- 
rance." 

It  was  hard  enough  to  confine  any  sub- 
ject without  a  fault,  and  yet  not  disagreeable 
to  the  arbitrary  measures  of  this  time ;  but 
it  looks  yet  worse  to  confine  ministers,  unto 
whom  they  pretend  to  be  allowing  favours, 
merely  for  conscience*  sake.  This  confine- 
ment, at  first  view,  may  seem  to  be  no  great 
hardship;  yet,  if  we  consider  how  many 
necessary  affairs  might  suddenly  call  them 
elsewhere,  and  what  time  and  labour  it  cost 
to  apply  to  the  council  upon  every  emergent, 
this  state  wiU  not  appear  very  desirable.  I 
shall  but  instance  one  case.  June  22d, 
Mr  John  Bell,  minister  at  Ardrossan,  being 
confined  to  his  parish,  his  father  living 
within  a  mile  of  him,  falls  sick,  and  he  must 
apply  to  the  council  to  visit  his  dying  father. 
They  allow  him  indeed,  by  their  act  of  the 
above  date ;  but  with  a  proviso,  that  he  go 
to  no  other  house  without  his  parish  in 
coming  and  going.  This  may  discover  to 
us  the  hardship  of  this  act.  And  to  give  all 
1  meet  with,  as  to  this  confinement,  together, 
the  council,  October  3rd,  are  pleased  to 
allow  Messrs  Hutchison,  Wedderbum,  Mil- 
ler, and  Mowat,  liberty  notwithstanding  their 
confinement,  to  travel,  as  their  affairs  call 
them,  till  November  1st.  And  November 
9th,  Mr  Robert  Douglas  and  Mr  Robert 
Hunter's  liberty  is  continued  to  February 
1st,  next  year.  November  28th,  they  take 
off  Mr  Gemmil,  and  Mr  Spaldin's  confine- 
ment till  February  1st.  And  in  January 
and  February  next  year,  Mr  Hutchison, 
Mr  Douglas,  and  Mr  George  Johnston, 
have  some  liberty  granted  them.  I  only 
notice  these  hints,  to  show  the  strictness 
of  the  act,  and  the  trouble  ministers  were 
put  to. 
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Again  the  indulged  were  put  to 
no  small  trouble  to  get  up  their 
stipends.  They  had  warrants  many  times 
to  ask  of  the  ooundl,  for  getting  payment 
from  the  collector.  80  I  find,  February  2d, 
Mr  Thomas  Black,  indulged  at  Newtyle, 
gets  a  warrant  from  the  council  to  the  col- 
lector, for  eight  hundred  merks,  not  paid 
for  the  year  1669.  And,  April  6th,  upon 
their  petition,  Messrs  Ramsay  and  Baird 
at  Paisley,  get  the  same  warrant,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  vacant  stipends  that  year.  In 
July,  the  council  come  to  ease  themselTes 
of  this  trouble,  and  it  is  moTed  there,  to 
pass  a  general  act  for  the  payment  for  the 
year  1670.  The  bishops  struggled  hard  to 
prevent  this.  Leighton  iriolently  pressed, 
that  their  liberty  might  be  taken  ih>m  them, 
since  they  had  broken  their  rules.  The 
noblemen  urged,  that  if  the  indulgence  were 
taken  away,  conventicles  would  be  yet  more 
frequent,  and  the  council  troubled  every 
day  with  complaints,  and  the  country  run 
iuto  confusion:  so  this  was  waved.  The 
bishop  of  St  Andrews,  and  others  in  coun« 
cil,  violently  opposed  the  warrant  for  grant- 
ing their  stipends ;  so  that  with  difficulty  it 
was  carried:  and,  July  6th,  an  order  is 
given  to  the  collector  of  the  vacant  sti- 
pends, **  to  pay  the  ministers  allowed  to 
preach,  the  stipend  1670,  retaining  in  their 
own  hand  the  proportions  to  be  paid  to 
poor  scholars,  and  the  clerks  of  synods  and 
presbyteries." 

Their  carriage,  as  to  the  99th  of  May, 
was  a  pretext  to  the  prelates  to  argue 
against  paying  their  stipends.  None  of 
them  kept  that  day  as  required  by  the  act 
of  parliament  When  the  day  for  their 
week-day's  sermons  happened  that  time, 
they  preached ;  and,  it  was  alleged,  some  of 
them  appointed  their  sermons  that  day  of 
the  week  upon  which  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  May  was  to  fiedl  upon,  to  evite  trouble : 
others  had  diets  of  examination  that  day ; 
and  others  chose  to  baptize  children,  or 
marry  some  of  their  people  that  day,  and 
explained  some  portion  of  scripture  to  their 
hearers.  Great  clamour  was  raised  against 
them,  for  not  keeping  the  day  in  terms  of 
law;  and  they  wore  represented  as  disaf- 
fected  to  the  king's  government,  and  not 


willing  to  commemonte  hia  ha]^y  restwih 
tion;  whereas  sevenl  of  them  had  bea 
very  active  in  it,  while  some  of  the  presMt 
bishops  had  complied  with  the  usurper,  aai 
every  imposition  which  came  aboot.  Their 
sample  did  not  lie  at  the  king^a  govcn- 
ment,  but  against  all  anniversaiy  days  whst- 
somever.  To  please  the  hishopa,  a  new 
command  is  given  to  them  to  keep  ^il 
holy  day  in  time  to  come ;  and  the  oooad 
resolve  to  be  yfery  strict  in  examining  hew 
it  is  obeyed. 

Their  continuing  to  lecture,  notwithstaai< 
ing  the  act  of  council  dischai^ing  it  fait 
year,  was  another  handle  to  the  enemies  if 
the  indulged  in  the  council,  and  much  in- 
sisted upon.  They  continued,  as  hath  beet 
narrated ;  and  the  issue  the  council 
to,  July  6th,  concerning  this,  is:  ** 
informed,  that  the  ministers  allowed  jIi 
preach,  do  not  keep  the  conndl*8  act  utak 
lecturing,  the  sheriffs  are  ordered  to  tdb 
trial  thereof,  and  send  in  the  names  of  soA 
as  contravene,  to  the  counciL"  Thus  ttl 
matter  is  put  off  for  some  time. 

Other  ministers,  besides  the  indolgeiL 
were  brought  to  trouble  this  year.  Ifr 
John  Menzies,  of  whom  last  year,  \M/ag 
cited  to  appear  before  the  commissioner  k 

last  to  answer  what  should  be  laid  ti 

his  charge,  compeared,  and  was  confined  Is 
his  chamber  in  Edinburgh.  When  he  had 
continued  there  a  good  time,  and  no  furdicr 
notice  was  like  to  be  taken  of  him,  he  waft 
home,  and  preached  to  his  people.  Upoi 
the  14th  of  January,  the  oouncQ  find  li 
hath  broken  his  confinement,  and  preacM 
at  his  kirk  of  Carlaverock,  and  order  Mm 
to  be  charged  to  compear  before  them  thrf 
day  fortnight  under  the  pain  of  rebdHea. 
I  find  no  more  about  him  in  the  cooad 
registers,  and  can  give  no  account  how  Ui 
process  ended. 

The  outed  ministers  who  were  every  W19 
peaceable,  and  kept  no  field  conventicfai^ 
are  complained  upon  to  the  council,  for  atl 
keeping  their  parish  dliurches,  in  terns  e^ 
the  last  act  of  parliament ;  and  an  order  ii 
sent "  to  the  sherifis  of;  Lanark  and  Refr 
frew,  March  9th,  to  acquaint  any  of  Ae 
outed  ministers  living  in  their  bounds,  tM 
it  is  the  council's  pleasure,  they  either  ke^ 
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the  churches  where  they  live,  or  remoTe 
with  their  fiunilies,  to  pkces  where  they 
will  keep  it;  and  if  they  do  not  obey,  that 
they  imprison  them."  This  act  put  them 
and  their  fiunilies  to  no  small  trouble  and 
chaiges. 

Further  complaints  are  made  against  the 
outed  ministers,  for  their  baptising  children. 
I  find  the  council  make  diligent  inquiry 
about  thb;  and,  when  it  could  not  bo  so 
easily  proven,  the  council  first  put  over  the 
parents  into  the  bands  of  the  bishops,  and 
then  require  the  sheriffs  to  make  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  June  ^th,  **  the  council 
being  informed  of  many  disorderly  baptisms, 
and  of  some  who  do  not  baptize  thebr  chil- 
dren at  all,  require  the  bi^ops  to  proceed 
spdost  them  by  church-censures,  and  report 
their  diligence  to  the  council.*'  What  re- 
port they  made,  I  find  not;  but,  it  would 
seem,  their  censures  were  not  much  re- 
fsrded:  and  therefore,  October  3d,  another 
fluthod  is  taken.  **  The  council  consider* 
ing  the  many  disorderly  baptisms  that  are 
^thonnding,  appoint  the  sheriffs,  stewards, 
and  lords  of  regalities,  to  call  for  the  session 
books  of  each  parish,  and  consider  which  of 
the  children  in  every  fiunily  have  been 
oideriy  baptized,  and  which  not,  and  uplift 
the  fines."  Upon  this,  a  great  many  were 
brought  to  very  much  trouble,  and  sore 
oppressed  in  the  exacting  of  their  fines. 

This  year  likewise,  the  advocate,  who  was 
a  lealous  agent  for  the  bishops,  pressed 
mnch  the  execution  of  the  acts  made  against 
eooYentiGles :  severer  could  scarce  be  made 
than  those  of  the  Uist  session  of  parliament ; 
and  the  application  of  them  was  left  to  the 
eonnciL  I  do  find,  about  this  time,  others 
of  the  leading  persons  were  also  very  violent: 
some  were  prosecuted  for  conventicles,  but 
thej  were  not  many  who  fell  into  their 
hands.  However,  I  shall  set  down  what 
in  council  against  conventicles  this 
%  as  fiur  as  I  have  noticed  it  Upon  the 
£d  <^  March,  the  council  nominate  a  com- 
nitiee,  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  duke 
Hamilton,  the  eaiis  of  Argyle,  Linlithgow, 
Tweeddale,  Kincardine,  Dundonald,  presi- 
dent, advocate,  treasurer-depute,  (now  my 
lord  Haltoun,  Lauderdale's  brother,  the  lord 
Bellenden  having  demitted  in  February  last,) 

IL 


and  register,  to  consider  what  is  . 
further  to  be  done  for  suppressing 
conventicles  and  disorderly  field-meetings, 
and  punish  withdrawers  from  ordinances,  and 
quidcening  those  intrusted  with  the  militia  to 
their  proper  work.  Upon  the  7th  of  March, 
the  council  order  (which  I  take  to  be  the 
mind  of  the  committee)  **  the  commissioners 
of  the  justiciary,  viz.  the  justice-general, 
justice-clerk,  and  five  of  the  ordinary  lords 
of  the  session,  to  take  up  dittay  against  the 
contraveners  of  the  acts  against  conventicles, 
irr^rular  baptismM,  and  separation  from  the 
church,  and  cite  them  before  them."  What 
they  did  I  know  not,  but  I  find  nothing 
relative  to  this  in  their  registers  this  year. 

The  7th  of  IVIarch,  the  council  cite  before 
them  the  cautioners  of  Messrs  Alexandei 
Hastie,  Stobie,  Adam,  &c.  for  being  at  the 
conventicle  at  Beeth-hill  last  year,  to  pro- 
duce those  persons  for  whom  they  were 
bound  sureties.  And  upon  the  9th  of  March, 
Messrs  Hastie,  Stobie,  Adams,  &c.  compear 
before  the  council,  and  are  ordered  to  attend 
the  first  meeting,  in  May.  But  I  find  no 
more  of  them  this  year. 

In  order  to  prevent  conventicles,  and 
retrieve  the  credit  of  the  conformists  in  the 
west,  the  council  at  the  same  time  deal  with 
patrons  to  plant  vacancies  there.  And, 
March  9th,  they  write  a  letter  to  the  arch- 
bishop of  St  Andrews,  acquainting  him,  that 
they  have  recommended  it  to  the  duke  of 
Hamilton,  and  other  considerable  patrons 
in  the  west,  to  use  all  diligence  to  get  their 
churches  planted  with  the  most  able  and 
godly  ministers;  and  desire  the  primate, 
that  if  they  give  calls  unto,  and  present  any 
ministers  in  his  diocese,  that  they  be  speedily 
loosed,  and  sent  west  at  their  desire.  Per- 
haps this  is  another  overture  coming  from 
the  fore-mentioned  committee.  Whether 
this  proposal  paves  the  way  for  their  act 
July  6th,  or  if  they  found  the  former 
method  did  not  answer  their  end,  I  know 
not :  but  that  day,  **  the  lords  of  privy 
council  finding  patrons  very  slack  in  plant- 
ing parishes,  to  their  great  hurt,  they  recom- 
mend it  to  the  bishops  to  plant  all  the 
vacancies  in  their  dioceses,  quamprimum, 
jure  devoluto^*  Tliis  was  indeed  the  more 
effectual  way ;  yet  I  do  not  find  the  choice 
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the  prelates  made  was  satisfyiDg  to 
the  coontry;  for  oonyenticles  con- 
tinaed,  and  the  churches  of  the  curates  were 
Yery  thin.  In  short,  the  outed  ministers 
preached  as  they  had  opportunity,  and,  not- 
withstanding sJl  the  severe  acts  made  last 
year,  neither  ministers  nor  people  were 
much  discouraged. 

I  come  now  forward  to  consider  the  cir- 
eumstances  of  some  gentlemen  of  the  pres- 
byterian  persuasion  this  year.  It  is  rather 
the  end  of  a  long  tract  of  sufferings,  than  a 
branch  of  them,  when  I  notice,  that  excellent 
gentleman  colonel  Gilbert  Ker,  gets  liberty 
to  come  back  to  his  native  land  at  this 
time.  February  16th,  *^  the  council,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  king's  letter  read  this  day, 
allow  colonel  Gilbert  Ker  to  reside  in  Scot- 
land, he  giving  bond  to  behave  himself  peace- 
ably and  loyally,  under  penalty  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling."  This  good  man  was, 
at  the  restoration,  so  threatened  by  the 
managers,  that  he  took  upon  him  a  volun- 
tary banishment,  and  was  much  under  hid- 
ing till  this  time. 

George  M'Cartney  of  Blacket  in  Kirkcud- 
bright fell  under  very  sharp  sufferings  this 
year;  and  1  shall  give  them  all  together  in 
this  place,  and  they  will  lead  me  in  to  touch 
upon  some  attempts  upon  other  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  is  t:lassed. — Upon  the  2d  of 
March,  Sir  Charles  Erskine,  lord  Lyon,  gets 
a  commission  from  the  lords  of  the  treasury, 
Rothes,  Lauderdale,  Tweeddale,  Kincardine, 
Dundonald,  Haltoun,  and  Sir  Robert 
Murray,  to  intromit  i^dth  the  estates,  goods, 
and  gear,  of  such  who  were  forfeited  for  the 
rebellion  1666,  within  the  shires  of  Dum- 
fries, Wigton,  and  the  stewartry  of  Kirkcud- 
bright, for  the  year  and  crop  1670,  and  the 
following ;  and  to  call  Maxwell  of  Milntoun, 
and  other  intromitters  before  that  time,  to 
an  account,  and  report,  and  make  his 
accounts  to  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  treap 
sury.  I  need  not  insert  the  commission  at 
fall  length,  a  copy  of  which  is  just  now 
before  me ;  but  the  gentlemen  specified  are, 
"  M'Clellan  of  Barscob,  M'Clellan  of  Bar- 
mageichan,  Cannon  younger  of  Mandrogate, 
John  Neilson  of  Corsack,  John  Gordon  of 
Knockbreck,  Robert  Gordon  his  brother, 
major  John  M'Culloch  of  Bomhobn,  Mr 


Alexander  Robertton,  G«oirge  M'Cartaev 
of  Blacket,  Gordon  in  Porimdc,  Gumoa  of 
Bamshalloch,  Welsh  of  Comlee,  Gordon  of 

Holm, of  Skair.*'    We  have  met  witb 

all  of  them  formeri  j,  save  the  gentleman  of 
whom  I  am  now  to  give  some  aocoimt^  Mr 
McCartney  of  Blacket  The  tenants  and 
relations  of  the  rest  were  grieroiisly  pens- 
cuted ;  and  all  the  rost  bad  been  forfeited, 
as  we  heard  before^  bat  Bladcet  was  not. 
and  his  treatment  was  most  illegal:  bow 
his  name  came  to  be  in  the  Lyon's  oomnDt* 
sion  I  cannot  UXL  He  was  a  pious  worthy 
man,  and,  by  some  base  measurea  or  other, 
hb  name  was  got  in,  and  this  coat  him  s 
vast  deal  of  trouble  and  chaigw.  I  shall 
here  take  occasion  to  set  down  hiasufferiigi 
all  together,  froman  attested  aooountinny 
hand,  and  some  of  his  own  papers. 

His  fiUher  was  fined  in  Middleton's  parlia- 
ment, in  fifty  pounds  sterling,  besides  riding 
money,  a  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  Sooti^ 
which  he  was  forced  to  pay;  and  wm 
imprisoned  in  Kirkcudbright,  and  died  in 
prison.  After  Pentbmd,  though  the  son, 
whose  sufferings  I  am  now  accounting  fir, 
was  neither  forfeited,  nor  declared  rebel, 
Maxwell  of  Milntoun  elder  came  and  took 
away  hui  horses,  to  the  value  of  a  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds,  merely  as  a  suspected 
favourer  of  Pentland  people,  and  a  nonooo- 
formist  to  prelacy.  At  the  same  time  his 
house  was  spoiled,  his  hay  and  com,  and  Im 
lady's  wearing  clothes  taken  away,  at  a 
modest  computation,  four  hundred  and 
ninety  four  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and 
four  pennies.  Sir  William  Bannantyue  cane 
next,  and  exacted  a  bond  of  five  hundred 
merks.  In  tlie  year  1668,  a  party  of  aoldien 
came  and  plundered  his  house,  and  took 
away  a  horse ;  the  loss  by  both  was  at  least 
a  hundred  pounds.  Some  time  after  maior 
Cockbum  came  from  tbe  garrison  of  Dan- 
fries  with  eighty  horse,  and  stayed  two  dap 
at  Blacket's  house :  they  turned  down  the 
corn-stacks,  and  put  the  horse  into  the  stack 
yards,  and  destroyed  the  com  and  fodder, 
and  killed  a  good  number  of  beasts;  the  loss 
at  least  was  two  hundred  and  twenty<«ix 
pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pennies 
Scots. 

This  year  the  lord  Lyon  came  upon  the 
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I  oomnuaaioiiy  and  would  hare  had 
t  oompounding  ^ath  him  for  his  pre* 
gift  of  his  estate;  which  he  refuted, 
was  carried  into  Edinboigh  tolbooth 
r.  From  some  letters  of  Bladcet's 
rison,  and  his  information  and  petition 
council  before  me,  I  could  give  a 
mmnt  of  the  injustice  of  his  imprison- 
ind  the  process  against  him;  but  it 
nn  (to)  too  great  a  length.  In  short, 
sreral  petitions  to  the  council,  at 
his  case  was  considered ;  and,  upon 
smation,  his  circumstances  appeared 
mrable,  that  it  was  remitted  to  the 
te;  and  upon  Blacket's  producing  of 
iks  of  exchequer  and  justiciary,  with 
» acts  of  indemnity,  it  was  evident  he 
ther  forfeited,  nor  an  excepted  person. 

15  reported,  and  his  liberation  granted, 
is  giving  bond  to  answer  when  called 
et  he  was  still  detained  in  prison,  and 
aquiry,  he  found  that  he  had  been 
I,  but  that  council-day  matters  were 
ng,  the  clerk  forgot  to  minute  it,  and 
hat  time  he  durst  not  speak  of  him. 
er,  the  derk  assured  him,  that  the 
te  who  appeared  friendly  to  him, 

him  not  to  petition  any  more,  and 
I  him  he  would  take  the  first  oppor- 
to  liberate  him.  What  truth  was  in 
wsage  1  know  not,  but  he  continued 
m  six  years,  and  that  without  any 
nd  much  of  it  after  the  council  had 
i  him.  His  charges  for  bails  to  the 
I,  to  the  Lyon,  to  advocates,  agents, 
nance,  and  jailor-fees,  at  a  modest 
te,  were  not  under  twenty-two  hun- 
9unds. 

»n  he  was  in  prison,  the  Lyon  sent 
iplenished  all  his  ground,  and  took 

black  cattle,  sheep,  &c  and  displen- 
lis  house  and  whole  lands,  and  laid 
raste  five  years;  so  that  not  one  might 

16  night  upon  his  ground.  The  rent 
ands  was  six  hundred  merks  yearly, 
with  his  other  losses,  was  at  least 
-four  hundred  pounds.  After  he  was 
of  prison,  David  Graham,  brother  to 

house,  vidth  a  party  of  soldiers,  came 

yed  at  his  house,  took  his  horses  and 

Lept  garrison  some  weeks  in  the  house, 

amounted  to  three    hundred    and 


seventy-three  pound%  tix  diilUiigt 
and  eight  pennies.  And,  for  non- 
oonformity  and  nonoompeanmoe,  and  such 
crimes,  my  lord  Livingstone  got  a  gift  of 
his  estate.  His  factor  canted  away  a  hun- 
dred and  sixty  bolls  of  ooi:d,  with  fodder, 
hay,  and  horses,  which  together  with  my 
lord's  intromission  with  the  yeariy  rent  of 
Blacket  for  five  or  six  years  before  the  revo- 
lution, amounts  to  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings 
and  four  pennies.  The  total  sum  of  this 
gentleman's  losses,  during  this  time  of  heavy 
persecution,  besides  his  being  impaired  in 
his  health,  and  great  hardships,  is  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
pounds,  sixteen  shillings. 

This  year  likewise,  Mr  John  Cuningham 
of  Bedlane  continues  prisoner  in  Dumbarton 
Castle.  The  council,  February  16th,  allow 
him  to  ride  out  some  miles  every  day  for  hit 
health,  he  giving  bond  of  ten  thousand  merks, 
to  return  to  the  castle  at  night  The  laird 
of  Kersland,  whom  we  had  likewise  before, 
was  joint  prisoner  with  Bedlane  in  the  same 
place.  He  petitions  the  council,  September 
5th,  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  go  to  some 
place,  where  his  children  and  family  may 
live,  and  be  educated  at  schools  and  the 
college;  and  is  sent  to  the  tolbooth  of  Aber- 
deen; and,  in  December,  I  find  him  brought 
from  thence  to  Stirling  Castle. 

Under  all  this  severity  to  presbyterians, 
our  Scots  prelates  never  once  pointed  their 
zeal  against  papists,  who  for  several  years, 
especially  since  the  last  act  of  parliament, 
which  was  a  kind  of  toleration  to  them,  were 
increasing  very  htL  In  the  north  the  mass- 
houses  were  openly  set  up,  and  as  openly 
frequented:  and  shoals  of  priests  came 
over  with  large  cargoes  of  relics,  pictures, 
beads,  and  such  like  trinkets.  Considerable 
numbers  of  father  Turbevill's  Manual  of 
Controversies  were  brought  over,  and  distri- 
buted gratis,  which  did  a  great  deal  of  hurt 
The  council  indeed,  in  August,  give  an  order 
to  apprehend  four  popbh  priests,  they  were 
informed  were  come  over,  and  trafficking  in 
Murray.  This  flowed  from  the  application 
of  some  well  afiected  people  there;  but 
great  numbers  of  them  were  nearer  them- 
selves, and  I  can  scarce  say  they  ww^Uiit- 
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1671.*°^^.^"^*^^     And,mJ«nui7 
*  foUowingy  the  council  appoint  the 

eari  of  Argyle,  and  the  register,  to  seise 
some  popish  books  and  trinkets,  that  were 
in  a  ship  lately  come  into  Leith.  Indeed 
the  conformist  ministers  in  the  north,  where 
popery  was  most  open  and  bare&ced,  were 
not  altogether  wanting  upon  their  part:  not 
only  did  a  good  many  of  them  preach  against 
popish  abominations,  and  the  learned  Mr 
John  Menxies  at  Aberdeen  print  against 
them;  but  this  year  and  the  following  they 
made  several  representations  to  the  bishops, 
and  applications  to  the  council,  complaining 
heavily  of  the  growth  of  popery:  yet  their 
ghostly  Withers  gave  them  but  sorry  assistance 
at  the  council-board.  Had  it  been  a  com- 
plaint against  a  presbyterian  minister,  it  is 
probable  they  would  not  have  failed  them : 
but  representations  against  papists  were 
very  much  overlooked;  and  we  must  cease 
to  wonder  at  it,  when  the  primate  had  the 
impudence  to  say  one  day  in  council,  "  that 
his  majesty's  government  was  by  fiur  in 
greater  hazard  from  presbyterians  than 
papists;  and  that  it  was  his  opinion,  the 
council  ought  more  narrowly  to  look  to 
presbyterian  meetings,  in  which  they  were 
very  slack,  although  the  great  danger  lay 
there." 

If  the  archbishop  was  let  into  the  intrigues 
at  this  time  carrying  on,  and  the  secret 
springs  now  at  work,  perhaps  he  spoke  what 
he  thought  was  matter  of  fact :  if  he  knew 
the  secret  of  the  duchess  of  Orleans  her 
coming  over,  May  16th,  last  year,  and  her 
leaving  one  of  her  maids  of  honour,  after- 
wards duchess  of  Portsmouth,  ^ith  her 
brother,  who  did  very  effectually  manage  the 
interests  of  popery  at  court:  if  he  was 
acquainted  with  what  hath  been  since  pub- 
lished in  French,  in  the  "  Histoire  du  Palace 
Royal,"  and  likewise  in  English,  that,  at  the 
**  Dover  interview,"  articles  were  agreed 
apon,  "  for  settling  the  crown  not  very 
favourably  for  the  reformed  religion ;  for  tlie 
destruction  of  the  hated  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces ;  the  advancing  of  absolute 
power  in  both  monarchies;  the  cajoling  the 
church  of  England  for  a  time ;  the  persecu- 
tion of  dissenters,  and  an  introduction  of 
popery,  in  all  prudent,  cautious,  and  yet 


quick  methods;**  I  say,  if  the 
privy  to  this,  he  spoke  not  altogetlier  without 
book.  It  may  be,  indeedy  he  was  not  kC 
into  these  arcana  of  popery,  and  he  spoke 
merely  in  a  fret,  piqoe,  and  spite,  at  prnby- 
terians,  as  apostates  generally  do.  Yet  if 
the  chaivcter  left  ns  of  the  man,  and  his 
principles  hold,  he  had  very  little  to  hinder 
him  from  giving  in  to  such  measures ;  and 
whether  of  design  or  not,  I  do  not  determine. 
It  is  certain,  his  practice  f<Mr  many  yean 
paved  the  way  for  the  execution  of  thii 
dreadiiil  scheme.  And  because  several  of 
my  readers  may  be  strangers  to  what  wsf 
now  upon  the  anvil  for  the  introduction  of 
popery  into  Britain,  as  well  as  tyranny;  it 
may  not  be  altogether  amiss  to  give  sa 
abstract  of  what  hath  been  since  disoovertd 
of  the  negotiations  between  France  and 
England.  Though  it  seem  a  digression  fron 
the  history  of  our  sufferings,  yet  when  I 
consider  the  severities  against  presbyterian^ 
as  coming  from  popish  principles,  and  papiits 
behind  the  curtain,  and  pushed  on  by  the 
prelates,  who  appeared  none  of  the  greateit 
enemies  to  popery,  and  by  this  certainly 
paved  the  way  for  its  re-introduction;  it 
cannot  be  altogether  out  of  the  road.  And  I 
shall  mostly  take  my  account  from  the  Secret 
History  of  Europe,  the  author  of  whidi 
brings  vouchers  for  what  he  advances,  and 
so,  though  nameless,  may  be  depended  upon. 
The  account  of  the  intrigues  about  this 
time  in  England,  first  by  Monsieur  Colbert^ 
and  after  by  the  duchess  of  Orleans,  were 
drawn  up  by  the  abbot  de  Primt\  who  wai 
employed  by  Colbert,  and  well  paid  to  write 
his  memoirs.  There  were  only  two  books 
often  published,  both  in  French  and  Italian, 
1682.  At  Paris,  the  English  envoy,  the 
Lord  Preston,  gave  in  a  memorial  against 
the  abbot's  book;  the  book  was  stopped, 
the  copies  already  published  were  suppressed, 
and  the  author  was  sent  to  the  Bastile.  la 
what  is  published  by  the  abbot  Prtm^we 
may  smell  out  pretty  much  of  the  secret; 
he  tells  U8,  "  king  Charles  signed  a  private 
treaty  \inth  France,  and  to  give  him  further 
assurance  in  that  matter,  Henrietta  of  Eng- 
land, duchess  of  Orleans,  sbter  to  the  king 
of  England,  and  sister-in-law  to  the  king  of 
France,  crossed  over  to  England,  1670,  and 
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IB  the  name  of  the  most  Christum  kingr, 
made  a  proposal  to  her  ro3ral  brother,  of  en- 
ioriii^  to  hhn  an  absolute  authority  over  his 
parliament,  and  re-establishing  the  catholic 
reli^on  in  the  three  kingdoms  of  Scotland, 
England,  and  Ireland :  but  with  the  same 
breath  she  gave  him  to  know,  that  in  order 
to  compass  this  end,  there  was  a  necessity 
above  all  things,  of  lowering  the  pride  and 
power  of  the  Dutch,  and  reducing  that  state 
to  the  narrow  compass  of  the  proTince  of 
Holland,  of  which  the  prince  of  Orange 
shoold  be  soyereign,  or  at  least  perpetual 
stadtholder ;  the  execution  of  which  project 
would  be  easily  accomplished  by  the  two 
powerful  princes  strictly  allied.  By  this 
Kheme  the  king  of  EngUmd  should  have 
Zealand  for  a  place  of  retreat  in  case  of 
need,  and  the  king  of  France  the  rest  of  the 
Netherlands,  if  he  shall  be  able  to  conquer 
them."  Here  the  abbot  who  was  let  into 
Monsieur  Colbert's  pi^rs,  opens  up  the 
project  now  on  foot,  very  plainly.  The 
ssme  author  teUs  us,  that  the  French  king 
furnished  king  Charles  with  money  to  equip 
a  fleet :  and  tiie  author  of  the  *'  Histoire  de 
Com.  et  Joan,  de  Wit,"  says  expressly, 
''that  king  Charles  would  not  sign  the 
private  treaties  with  France,  till  he  had 
actnally  received  the  money  promised  him, 
via.  aiz  millions  in  hand,  and  three  hundred 
thouaand  crowns  a  month  during  the  war." 
This  explains  to  us  an  article  of  one  of  the 
printed  letters  of  Monsieur  Colbert,  to  Mon- 
sieur Turenue,  where  he  tells  him,  **  I  have  at 
last  made  them  (in  England)  sensible  of  the 
whole  extent  of  my  master's  liberality." 

Many  other  proofs  might  be  adduced  for 
the  reality  of  this  secret  Dover  lca<ifue,  for 
the  destruction  of  the  protestant  religion 
and  Holland.  There  wbs  an  opera  prepared 
at  Plaria  for  the  dutchess  of  Orleans,  at  her 
return  finom  England,  which  points  very 
dearly  to  this.  Monsieur  St  Ange,  the 
antfaor,  addresses  her  thus:  **  It  is  from 
your  heavenly-like  wisdom  to  manage  your 
royal  brother's  tender  soul,  that  we  expect 
the  happiest  of  consequents.  It  is  from  the 
torch  of  your  love  to  the  catholic  apostolic 
churchy  we  hope  to  see  his  Britannic 
majesty's  seal  to  the  ancient  religion  of  his 
ancestors,  take  flame  by  the  sympathy  of  a 
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nearest  relation.  We  long  with 
somewhat  of  impatience  for  the  '^^'* 
happy  result  of  your  consultations:  and 
we  doubt  not  to  see  the  monster  heresy, 
grovelling  at  our  invincible  monarch  and 
your  brother's  feet,  expiring  in  chains." 
(And)  Monsieur  du  Pellion,in  his  panegyric 
upon  the  French  king,  printed  1673, 
hath  this  passage :  **  Your  seal  to  the 
catholic  religion  hath  appeared  in  a  thou- 
sand instances  to  the  world  in  its  meri^ 
dian  brightness.  What  foreign  alliances 
have  you  not  made  for  the  sujiport  of  the 
true  catholic  religion,  even  where  heresy 
has  been  triumphant  ?" 

The  effects  of  this  Dover  league  promised 
so  much  to  the  interests  of  popery,  that 
the  expectations  of  papbts  were  every 
where  raised  from  it  The  pre&ce  to  the 
Life  of  Cardinal  Barbarini,  printed  at  Venice, 
1677,  hath  these  expressions:  **  We  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  but  Almighty  God  is 
on  his  way  to  rebuild  his  church,  in  those 
very  pkces  where  that  monster  heresy  is 
rampant ;  what  may  we  not  hope  for  from  the 
zeal  of  the  present  catholic  princes  of  Chris- 
tendom ?  particularly  from  his  most  Chris- 
tian nujesty,  whose  great  soul  is  best  capable 
to  venture  upon  that  hydra.  The  strict 
friendship  between  him  and  his  Britannic 
majesty,  with  that  king's  mild  inclinations, 
and  conduct  towards  his  catholic  subjects, 
joined  to  his  brother  the  duke  of  York, 
his  fervent  zeal  to  religion,  gives  us  the 
pleasant  prospect  of  better  days,  even  in 
that  once  blessed  island." — These  con- 
fessions of  parties,  with  the  shrewd  pie- 
sumptions  of  poisoning  the  dutchess  of 
Orleans,  in  a  very  little  after  she  returned 
to  Dover,  lest  she  should  tell  tales,  and  from 
other  reasons  I  will  not  name,  give  abun- 
dant ground  to  think  a  deep  plot  was  laid 
for  overturning  the  reformation.*  And  if 
our  managers  in  Scotland  were  let  into  it, 
we  need  not  wonder  at  their  lenity  to 


*  '111 is  plot,  mid  the  mpan  dependance  of 
Charles  as  uvnsioner  of  the  Fi*ench  kin;,  is  now 
BO  univentally  known  to  every  tyro  in  history, 
that  we  do  not  think  it  necusHarv  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  text.  The  pension,  however,  wus 
not  ver>'  hurtful  to  the  reformation,  being  gene- 
rally swallowed  up  hy  the  king's  mistresses  us 
soon  as  it  arrived. — £d. 
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papists  and  their  sererity  to  presby- 
tttuns;   and   our  prelates*  Tiolent 
pressing  the  execution  of  these  iniquitous 
laws^  paved  the  way  for  ripening  this  dread- 
ful pngect 

I  have  now  gone  through  what  offen  to 
me  tliis  year  of  any  great  importance.  Two 
or  three  more  particulars  I  shall  add  in  so 
many  words.  Upon  January  12th,  the 
council  fiill  foul  upon  the  book,  which  is 
now  in  every  body's  hand,  published  in 
Holland,  entitled,  **  Jus  Populi  Vindicatum.** 
Their  order  runs,  **  Information  being  given 
of  an  incorrect  New  Testament,  printed  by 
Andrew  Anderson,  the  council  remit  it  to  a 
committee;  and  they  are  to  inquire  for  the 
sellers  and  spreaders  of  a  seditious  pamphlet, 
entitled,  ''Jus  Populi  Vindicatum."  And, 
I  find,  February  16th,  a  proclamation  pub- 
lished, dischaiging  that  book,  in  the  form 
we  have  seen  in  like  cases,  and  ordering  all 
who  have  any  copies  in  their  custody,  after 
the  time  prefixed,  to  be  fined  in  two  thou- 
sand merks.  I  find  likewise  the  same  zeal 
leads  them,  February  2d,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee fur  inquiring  into  the  authors,  sellers, 
and  spreaders  of  a  pamphlet,  entitled, 
**  Jus  Regni  ;*'  but  I  find  no  more  about  it 
afteru'ards. 

A  pretty  singular  case  falls  in  before  the 
council,  June  14th.  « Patrick  Wilson, 
writer  in  Edinburgh,  is  found  to  have  joined 
two  persons  in  marriage.  The  council  very 
justly  find  he  hath  incurred  the  pains  in  the 
act  made  against  disorderly  marriages,  and 
that  he  hath  usurped  the  ministerial  function, 
and  banish  him  to  the  plantations,  and  order 
him  to  the  pillory  in  the  mean  time." 

This  year,  1  find,  the  presbyteriiin  ministers 
in  Ireland  are  much  troubled  with  the  divi- 
sive and  irregular  practices  of  Mr  David 
Houston  a  preacher  in  Ireland,  who  came 
over  hero,  and  joined  the  society  people,  a 
little  before  the  revolution,  else  I  should  not 
have  noticed  him.  The  presbytery  of  Rout 
declare  his  license  void,  and  discharge  him 
to  preach  the  gospel;  and,  in  some  few 
months,  he  comes  in  and  o^^^ns  his  irregula- 
rities, and  promises  subjection,  and  acknow- 
ledges the  justice  of  the  sentence.  Yet 
aftenn'ards  the  divisions  continue. 

In  shorty  in  the  beginning  of  this  year.  Sir 


James  Daliymple  of  Steir  ia  admitted  a 
privy  connidlor;  and,  towards  the  end  sf 
it,  the  laird  of  Lee  m  nade  justioe  cMi; 
andy  in  October,  Lauderdale  ia  made  captain 
of  the  rock  of  the  Baas,  which  is  bought  by 
the  king,  and  turned  into  a  prison.  Eighteen 
soldiers,  betides  offioen,  are  placed  in  it; 
and  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with  many 
good  people  crammed  up  there.  It  wasths 
eari  who  prevailed  with  the  king  his  master, 
to  buy  that  rock  firam  Sir  Andrew  Bamsay, 
at  the  rate  of  four  thouaand  pounds  steriin^ 
and  then  got  the  rents  and  profits,  more  tha 
a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  bestowed  upon 
himself.  Now  indeed  Lauderdale  and  his 
friends  possessed  the  most  part  of  the  beit 
posts  in  Soothmd.  Lauderdale  himself  was 
at  the  same  time  president  of  the  comidl 
sole  secretary  of  state,  one  of  the  oonuni^ 
sioners  of  the  treasury,  captain  of  the  Castk 
of  Edinbuigh,  captain  of  the  Baas,  agent  st 
court  for  the  royal  buighs,  one  of  the  fov 
extraordinary  lords  of  the  session,  and  tht 
king's  high  comnuasioner.  His  brother,  ths 
lord  Ilaltoun,  was  treasurer^epute,  generd 
of  the  mint,  and  one  of  the  lords  of  sessioiL 
Athole  was  lord  privy  seal,  justice-genenl, 
captain  of  the  king*s  guard,  and  one  of  the 
four  extraordinary  lords  of  the  session.  And 
the  earl  of  Kincardine,  another  of  his  friend^ 
was  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  treih 
sury,  vice  admiral  of  Scotland,  and  one  of 
the  extraordinary  lords  of  session. 

CHAP.  VIL 

OF  TUB   STATR    AND   SITFRRIN'GS  OF   PBESBT* 
TERIANS   IN  THE  YEAR  1672. 

When  I  am  essaying  some  history 
of  the  presbyterians,  during  every 
year  of  the  period  I  have  undertekeo,  it 
necessarily  fiills  into  such  a  method,  as  the 
materials  I  have  lead  me  to.  When  parlia- 
ments meet,  and  there  is  any  considerable 
change,  in  the  disposition  of  the  courts  unto 
sufiering  presbyterians,  I  am  obliged  ts 
notice  these  at  some  greater  length;  and 
when  there  is  little  alteration  in  the  laws 
and  public  management,  I  must  confine  my- 
self to  more  particular  matters. 

Labt  year  we  had  no  pariiament    The 
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affiur  of  the  projected  union  was  to  be 
trented  npon  in  England,  by  commisuonera 
from  both  parUaments :  but  the  Scots  com- 
miasionen,  for  the  reasons  above  pointed 
at»  were  but  indifferently  received,  and  the 
meeting'  soon  came  to  an  end.  There  was 
no  need  of  a  parliament  in  Scotland,  to 
ratify  what  they  did ;  for  it  was  just  nothing, 
and  so  the  sitting  of  it  was  delayed  till  June 
this  year. 

The  beginning  of  this  year,  a  second 
Dntch  war  broke  out  Upon  the  last  of 
Febroary,  the  king  sends  his  orders  to  the 
council,  to  levy  a  thousand  men ;  and  the 
reason  given  is,  the  armament  of  neighbour- 
ing nations.  Upon  the  2d  of  April,  war  is 
declared  against  the  Dutch,  and  a  proclar 
mstion  issued  out  to  that  effect,  at  Edin- 
bni^h.  The  triple  league  is  now  broke 
and  need  with  the  same  contempt  as  our 
covenant  was.  The  effects  of  the  Dover 
conference  began  to  break  out;  and  Holland, 
with  the  whole  protestant  interest,  would 
have  been  quickly  overran,  had  not  the 
Lord  remarkably  interposed  by  that  glorious 
instrument  of  his  providence,  the  prince  of 
Orange,  a  youth  not  much  above  twenty 
years,  bom,  as  it  were,  out  of  time,  and  be- 
stowed npon  Europe,  to  quell  the  exorbi- 
tant power  of  France,  and  the  progress  of 
popery,  and  to  be  the  defender  of  the  re- 
formed faith,  more  than  once.  Through  the 
whole  of  this  war,  he  was  wonderfully  ho- 
noured of  God ;  and  his  conduct  and  bravery 
seemed  to  be  a  continued,  and  almost  mira- 
culous appearance,  in  behalf  of  the  reformi^ 
tion :  but  the  accounts  of  this  I  leave  to  the 
historians  of  this  period. 

At  home,  violence  against  the  presbyto- 
rians  was  continued,  conventicles  severely 
punished,  ministers,  gentlemen,  and  others 
harassed.  The  earl  of  Lauderdale  is  cre- 
ated a  duke^  and  made  a  knight  of  the  garter. 
About  this  time,  he  was  married  to  the  lady 
Dysarty  Sir  Lionel  Talmash  his  widow;  and 
some  difference  fell  in  bet^'izt  him  and  the 
marqnis  of  Tweeddale,  and  some  others,  with 
whom  he  had  been  in  close  friendship 
before;  and  his  brother  lord  Haltoun  came 
in  to  be  his  great  doer  in  council;  and  this 
haaSly  change  had  no  small  effects  in  the 
way  of  managing  public  afiairs  for  some 


years ;  and  things  took  a  new  turn  in 
Scotland.  Lauderdale  came  down 
in  April,  to  hold  the  parliament  in  June ; 
and  in  September,  the  second  indulgence 
was  given  to  presbyterians.  These  things 
will  give  me  matter  for  the  following  sec- 
tions. 

SECT.  I. 

Of  the  persecution  upon  the  score  of  convene 
tides,  the  hardships  put  upon  ministerst 
gentiemen,  and  others,  with  some  other 
particulars  during  this  year,  1672. 

Under  this  section,  I  shall  give  what 
accounts  offer  as  to  the  treatment  of  presby- 
terians this  year,  and  consider  the  laws  made 
about  them,  and  the  indulgence  granted  to 
them,  in  the  two  following  sections.  I  begin 
with  the  severities  used  upon  the  score  of 
conventicles.  The  council,  February  2Sd, 
upon  information  of  many  conventicles  kept 
in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  barony  thereof, 
make  an  act,  ordaining  the  magistrates  to 
suppress  them;  and  appoint  these  to  oblige 
and  reqnire  all  the  outed  ministers,  either 
to  attend  the  church,  or  remove  out  of  the 
town.  The  execution  of  this  put  a  good 
many  ministers  and  their  families  to  no  small 
difficulties.  In  July,  the  persecution  turns 
a  little  hotter,  upon  the  account  of  conven- 
ticles, and  decreets  are  passed  in  council 
against  them.  Upon  the  11th,  there  is  a 
decreet  against  conventicles  in  Fife,  &c.  an 
abstract  of  which  I  shall  insert  here : 

"  Whereas,  notwithstanding  of  the  acts 
of  parliament  against  conventicles,  the  laird 
of  Lees,  Alexander  Hamilton  of  Kinkel, 
James  Hamilton  his  brother,  Higg  of  Aith- 
emie,  Lnndy  of  Belderstard,  John  Hender- 
son in  the  Inch  of  Balcaskie,  Mr  Kobert 
Anderson,  Mr  Kobert  Rule,  Mr  Robert 
Gillespie,  Mr  Robert  Ross,  William  South- 
rum  in  Lundy,  Mr  John  Drummond  of 
Meggins  younger,  Mr  James  Mercer  tutor 
of  Meggins,  Alexander  Rankin  of  Pottie, 
•i-^  Amot  chamberlain  to  the  laird  of 
Balhousie,  Alexander  Chrystie  merchant  in 
Perth,  James  Brown  merchant  there,  John 
Drysdale  there,  Thomas  Keltic  merchant 
there,  Alexander  Whyte  merchant  Ui«r^^ 
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William  Dove  there,  John  Hendei^ 


son  in  the  parish  of  Abercrombie, 
David  CoYentrj  heritor  in  Arlary,  Kobert 
Stirk  in  the  Mills  of  Forth,  Thomas  Scott 
tenant  in  Pittindreich,  David  Schaw  tenant 
in  Gospitry,  James  Pryde,  and  JohnReid  in 
Stramiglo,  George  Haj  of  Balhousie,  Mr 
Alexander  Moncrief,  brother  g^erman  to  Mr 
John  Moncrief  of  Calfurgie,  indwellcr  in 
Perth,  Francis  Galloway  in  Todshaugh,  Mr 
John  Dishingtoun,  Mr  John  Chrjstiosen, 

Patrick  Glover  in  Perth,  Mr Simpson, 

Mr  Gilbert  Hall,  Mr  Geor^  Johnston,  Mr 
Kobert  Fleming,  and  James  Gray  in  Perth, 
have,  upon  one  or  other  of  the  months  of 
I^ovember  or  December,  1670,  or  some  or 
other  of  the  months  of  the  year  1671  or  the 
year  1672,  several  times  preached,  prayed, 
or  been  present  at  public  conventicles  in  the 
fields,  or  at  private  conventicles,  whereby 
they  have  contravened  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, and  incurred  the  pains  of  the  said 
acts :  and  being  called,  and  Patrick  Hay  of 
Lees,  the  laird  of  Meggins  elder,  compear- 
ing for  his  spouse,  Meggins  younger,  Macer, 
Rankin,  Chrystie,  Keltie,  George  Hay  of 
Balhousie,  with  several  others  above  named, 
compear;  and  the  lords  of  council  consider- 
ing theh"  confessions,  ordain  the  laird  of 
Meggins  younger,  Alexander  Chrystie,  Thos. 
Keltie,  to  be  carried  prisoners  to  the  tol- 
booth  of  Edinburgh ;  the  said  Peter  Hay  to 
be  confined  to  his  chamber  at  Edinburgh ; 
Mr  James  Mercer  to  bo  confined  to  the 
town  of  Edinbuigh;  and,  in  regard  Mr 
John  Drummond  and  Alexander  Kankin, 
have  denied  the  libel,  remit  it  to  probation; 
and  ordain  letters  of  denunciation  to  be 
directed  against  the  remaining  defenders 
absent,  and  they  to  be  put  to  the  horn. 

"  Upon  July  14th,  the  council  find  it 
proven,  that  Meggins  younger,  Jean  Camp- 
bell spouse  to  Meggins  elder,  were  at  a  field 
conventicle  kept  at  Glendoik,  and  Alex- 
ander ChrjTstie  and  Thomas  Keltie  were 
present  at  field  conventicles ;  and  fine  Meg- 
gins elder  in  ^ye  hundred  pounds  Sterling, 
for  the  transgression  of  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment by  his  lady;  and  ordain  Meggins 
younger  to  continue  in  prison,  till  his  father 
pay  his  fine.  They  fine  Keltie  and  Chrystie 
in  five  hundred  merks  each :  and  in  regard 


Peter  Hay  of  Lees,  by  his  own  oonfeKioii, 
was  present  at  the  nid  cooventicle  in  Gko- 
doik,  he  is  fined  in  a  thousand  merks;  and 
Geoi^ge  Hay  of  Balhonsiey  by  his  own  ooo- 
fession  being  guilty,  is  fined  in  n  thonaand 
pounds  Sterling,  to  be  paid  in  eight  days. 
And  all  of  them  are  to  remain  in  prison  till 
they  pay  the  said  fines  to  Sir  William  Sharp 
his  majesty's  cash-keeper."     As  to  suck 
who  did  not  compear,  the  oonncil  pass  aa 
act  for  apprehending  of  them,  and  chai^ 
the  sheriffs  and  their  deputes  in  Perth,  1^, 
and  Linlithgow,  to  search  for,  seise,  and 
send  them  in  to  the  coundL     This  is  the 
account  given  of  the  matter  in  the  registers 
By  other  accounts  from  persons  who  wen 
at  this  time  about  the  family  of  Balhouiir, 
I  find  that  the  old  laird  was  not  himself  at 
that  conventicle,  bnt  at  the  time  in  Edin- 
burgh, when  his  son  Francis  heard  (aad 
only   once)  Mr  John    Welsh,   when  bt 
preached  at  Mr  James  Duncan's  house,  st 
the  end  of  the  avenue  leading  to  the  house, 
and  the  old  gentleman  was  fined  for  what 
his  son  had  done.    It  may  not  be  unfit  tt 
add  some  other  circumstances  from  other 
more  particular  accounts. 

The  case  of  the  laird  of  Balhousie  ia 
Perthshire,  aftem'ard  viscount  of  Duplin,* 
and  earl  of  Kinnoul,  a  youth  newly  passed 


*  A  correspondrat  of  our  hiatorisii*>,  wlw 
takes  upon  him  the  part  of  a  corrector,  and 
whose  emrndationa  are  printed  among^  thean- 
thor*s  additions,  vol.  ii.,  supposes  the  peruo 
here  stated  to  have  been  fined  was,  Georse  Haf 
of  BalhouMie,  who,  he  says,  was  **  elder  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Kinnoul.**  The  gentlemaD,  how- 
ever, whoever  he  was,  was  In  a  mistake,  George 
Hay  of  Balhousie,  and  George  Ha^,  who  mc- 
ceeded  in  1G77,  to  the  earlship  of  Kinnoul,  be- 
ing different  persons.  Georgo  Hay  of  BaUKW- 
sie,  who  is  repeatedly  mentioned  above,  died  in 
1672,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  lordship  of  Bal- 
housie by  his  son  Francis  Hay,  who  died  in 
1675,  unmarried,  and  was  succeeded  by  bb 
brother  Thomas  Hay,  who  in  IGOS  wma  crcatfd 
a  peer  by  the  title  of  viscount  of  Duplin,  in  the 
month  of  December  1697,  and  succeeded  William 
earl  of  Kinnoul  in  1709,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  titles  of  viscount  of  Duplin  and  earl  of  Kin- 
noul, which  had  been  for  some  time  separated, 
were  again  united.  I'his  must  have  been  the 
person  Wodrow  had  In  his  eve,  though  he  wai 
in  a  mistake  with  regard  to  his  title,  he  bein; 
at  the  time  alluded  to  most  probably  only  the 
laird  of  Balhousie's  son,  or,  if  thecircumstsnce 
fell  out  late  in  the  year  1672,  his  brother.— Vldr 
Douglas'  Scots  Peerage,  by  Wood,  vol.  U.  p^ 
47,  48— -Erf. 
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\kodia^  but  of  a  good  estate,  made  a 
ieal  of  noifle.  The  gentleman  con- 
he  had  onoe  heard  a  minister,  whom 
ertained  as  a  chaplain  in  his  £mnily. 
His  fine  was  some  odd  way  or 
ccomulated  to  twenty-seven  thousand 
and  then  was  brought  down  to  a  thoo- 
ounds  sterling,  five  hundred  of  which 
OTod  to  pay  presently,  which  he  did, 
iwe  bond  for  the  other  half.  I  wish 
lenders  of  that  mild  government  may 
sr  this,  and  it  is  but  one  instance  of 
it  this  time.  The  laird  of  Meggins 
(t  chargeable  with  any  personal  breach 
>  present  laws ;  but  for  his  ladjr's 
I  ifailt,  is  fined  in  ^ve  hundred  pounds 
p.  The  author  of  the  Grievances 
the  Duke  of  Lauderdale's  Ministry, 
nts  us  with  another  circumstance  as 
le  two  gentlemen,  which  I  set  down 
lis  authority.  Upon  the  information 
to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  of  these 
Ben's  irregularities,  the  duke  thought 
aake  over  their  fines  to  his  fiivourite 
li  of  Athole.  The  gentlemen  being 
iaed,  that  to  make  the  gift  the  hunger, 
g  lees  than  the  utmost  rigour  was  to 
ected,  found  it  best  to  quit  their  own 
lefences,  and  fall  in  with  a  friendly 
ition,  casting  themselves  upon  the 
discretion.  They  agreed  with  him, 
at  for  six  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
le  other  for  four  hundred:  but  the 
lot  content  with  this,  when  they  ap- 
efore  the  council,  most  arbitrarily  and 
tantly  procures  the  sums  to  be  aug- 
1  in  the  sentence;  the  first  to  a 
ad  pounds  sterling,  and  the  other  to 
tndred.  Whether  this  was  more  gen- 
f  to  his  friend^  who  had  got  all  he 
manded,  or  just  towards  the  gentle- 
rho  relying  upon  the  agreement  had 
ed  no  defences,  the  world  must  judge. 
the  gentlemen  had  paid  their  fines,  or 
bond,  the  duke  in  his  flouting  insult- 
ly,  used  frequently  to  banter  them; 
tlemen,  now  ye  know  the  rate  of  a 
Kticle,and  shame  falls  them  first  fails." 
he  used  to  rage  at  an  odd  rate,  in  so 
that  gentlemen  getting  notice  of  his 
■eaolved  to  risk  all,  rather  than  appear 
bullied  by  him,  and  choosed  to  vi-ith- 


draw,  and  were  put  to  the  horn; 
theur  escheat  feU  to  the  king,  and 
the  managers  made  a  good  hand  of  it  When 
the  estates  of  any  who  withdrew,  were  under 
encumbrances  and  burden,  they  were  per- 
fectly mined.  I  might  instance  in  that 
pious  and  worthy  gentleman  the  laird  of 
Kinkel  in  Fife,  and  others^  were  there  room 
for  it 

Another  process  for  oonventides  is  before 
the  council,  July  24th,  and  continued  till 
the  27th,  when  Anna,  countess  of  Wigton, 
an  excellent  widow  lady  of  that  fiunily,  is 
obliged  personaUy  to  compear  before  the 
council;  and  upon  her  confession,  that  she 
was  present  at  a  conventicle  in  the  house  of 
Boghall,  she  is  fined  in  four  thousand  merks. 
And  Mr  James  Duncan  at  Duplin,  for 
being  at  the  conventicle  kept  at  the  Bridge 
of  Earn,  is  fined  in  two  Uionsand  merks. 
Both  these  fines,  as  well  as  those  of  Bal- 
housie  and  Meggins,  were  perfectly  arbitrary 
and  beyond  law.  For  these  two  last  con- 
venticles a  great  many  others  are  cited  and 
examined,  and  a  decreet  given  out  against 
them.  That  the  reader  may  have  the  form 
of  those  decreets  now  so  common,  and  see 
their  severity,  and  to  save  pains  afterwards 
in  narrating  forms,  I  have  annexed  a  copy 
of  the  decreet  against  Mr  James  Duncan, 
and  the  countess  of  Wigton,  at  the  foot  of 
the  page.* 


*  Decreet,  king*t  advocate,  agabul  Mr  Duncan 
and  the  cauntett  of  Wigton,  My  87,  1678. 

Apud   Holyrood-hoiue,  yi^esimo  septlmo  die 

Jalii,  1678. 

Anent  our  tovereln  lord's  lettera,  raised  at  the 
instance  of  Shr  John  Nisbet  of  Dirietoun,  knigbt, 
hit  mnjesty's  advocate,  for  hie  highnees*s  intereet, 
in  the  matter  underwritten,  making  mentioo, 
that  where  by  the  fifth  act  of  the  second  session 
nf  his  mijesty's  second  parliament,  it  is  statute 
and  ordained,  <<that  oooated  ministers,  who  are 
not  licensed  by  the  lords  of  iMriyy  coimcil,  and 
no  other  persons  not  authorized  or  tolerate  by 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  presume  to  preach,  ex- 
pound scripture,  or  pray  in  any  meeting,  except 
in  their  own  houses,  and  to  these  of  their  own 
fitmily  to  which  they  belong,  where  any  not 
licensed,  authorized  nor  tolerate,  as  said  is,  shall 
preach,  expound  scripture,  or  pray,  declaring 
therebv  all  such  who  shall  do  in  the  contrary,  to 
be  guilty  of  keeping  conventicles :  and  that  he 
or  uiey  who  shall  so  preach,  expound  scripture, 
or  pray  within  any  house,  shall  be  seized  upon 
and  imprisoned  till  they  find  caution,  under  the 
pain  of  five  thousand  merks  not  to  do  the  like 
thereafter,  or  else  to  enact  themselves  to  remove 
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To  end  the  account  of  the  per- 
secution of  this  year  upon  the  score 
of  conventicles,  September  16th,  the  coun- 
cil take  a  shorter  way  anent  them,  and  suh* 


out  of  the  Iciogdom,  and  never  return  without 
h\n  mRJeaty'ii  license ;  and  that  every  person  who 
shall  be  found  to  be  present  at  buch  meetinga, 
shall  be  fined,  totia  t/uitties,  according  to  their 
respective  qualities,  in  the  respective  sums  fol- 
lowing, and  imprisoned  till  thev  pay  their  fines, 
and  further  during  the  councirs  pleasure,  viz. 
each  man  or  woman  having  land  in  heritage, 
liferent,  or  proper  wadset,  in  a  fourth  part  of  bis 
or  her  yearly  valued  rent ;  each  tenant  labouring 
land,  in  twenty-five  pounds  Scots;  each  cot- 
tar in  twelve  pounds  Scots,  and  each  servant 
man  in  a  fourth  part  of  his  yearly  fee;  and 
where  men*hant<i  or  tradesmen  do  not  belong  tu, 
or  reside  within  burghs  royal,  that  each  mer- 
chant or  chief  tradesman  be  fined  as  a  tenant, 
aud  each  inferior  tradesman  as  a  cottar ;  and  if 
the  master  or  mistress  of  any  family  where  any 
such  meeting  shall  be  kept,  shall  be  present 
within  the  house  fur  the  time,  they  are  to  be 
fiiiefl  in  the  double  of  what  is  paid  by  them  for 
being  present  at  a  hou«te-conventicle :  and  fur- 
ther«  it  is  statute  and  declared,  that  whosoever, 
without  license  or  authority,  sliall  preach,  ex- 
pound scripture,  or  pray  in  any  meetings,  in  the 
field,  or  in  any  house,  where  there  be  more  per- 
6ons  than  the  house  contains,  ao  as  aome  of 
them  be  without  doors  (which  is  declared  to  be 
a  field-conventicl^,  or  who  shall  convocate  any 
number  of  people  to  these  meetings,  shidl  he 
punished  with  death,  and  confiscation  of  their 
goods.  As  to  all  heritors  and  others  aforesaid, 
who  shall  be  present  at  any  of  these  field-conven- 
ticles, it  is  to  be  declared,  that  they  are  tu  be 
fine<I,  tolics  qiuH'ies,  in  the  double  of  the  respec- 
tive fines  appointed  for  house-conventicles,  but 
prejudice  to  any  other  punishment  due  to  them 
by  law,  as  seditious  persons,  and  disturbers  of 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  as  the  said 
actof  parliament  at  more  length  proports.*'  Not- 
withstanding whereof,  it  is  of  verity,  that  the 
persons  underwritten,  viz.  Mr  James  Duncan 
ludweller  at  Duplin,  Thomas  Ogilvie  late  mer- 
chant in  Perth,  now  in  the  Carsc  of  Gowrie, 
John  Balfour  portioner  in  Kinlocb,  John  Howi- 
aon  gunsmith  m  Perth,  James  Hay  in  the  Mill- 
town  of  Abernety,  Patrick  Crie  glover  there, 
Mr  John  Monemun  sometime  in  Abernety,  now 
in  Dundee,  Robert  Henderson  in  the  Mains  of 
Balcaskie,  John  Moncrief  in  Wester  Grange- 
muir,  3Ir  John  Moncrief  in  St  Andrews, 
Andrew  Kinnier  there,  James  Ilowiaon  there, 
Anthony  Dow  there,  John  Strunks  there,  and 
John  Davidson  there,  were  present  at  divers 
field-con  ventides,  at  least  at  several  private  con- 
venticles, and  particularly  at  Glending  and  the 
Bridge  of  Km,  upon  one  or  other  of  the  days  of 
the  months  of  May,  June,  or  July  last  bypartt, 
where  they  heard  divers  outed  ministers  take 
upon  them  to  preach  and  pray,  and  exercise  the 
other  functions  of  the  ministry ;  as  also  Annsi 
countess  of  Wigton,  James  Crichton  in  Biggar, 
John  Kello  there,  James  Brown  there,  James 
Brown  wright  there,  John  Dalziel  there,  John 
Henderson  there,  John  and  Lawrence  Taits 
there,  John  Tod  mason  there,  Alexander  Gar- 
iiener  tMilor  tbcre,  John   Nisbet  there,  James 


commit  their  power  to  four  of  thefar  oamher, 
and  so  ease  Uiemseifea,  for  a  time,  of  the 
tronble  and  indecency  of  haTin|^  ladies  and 
country  people  in  crowds  before  them.  ''The 


Paterson  in  Garwood,  James  Crichton  in  Wests- 
raw,  William  Cleghom  in  Edmonston,  Alei- 
ander  Story  there,  William  Thomson  in  BcchiU, 
Malcolm  Brown  iu  Kdmonston,  James  Cutii- 
bertson  there,  Peter  Gillies  walker  in  Skirlia, 
John  Roberuon  procurator  in  Lanark.  Jaha 
Watson  notar  in  Carnwath,  ThonuM  Crichtss 
in  W^orsilyd,  James  Glasgow  in  Whitecsstle^ 
Alexander  Smith  in  Biggar,  John  Tweedie  h 
Kdmonston,  llobert  Lohean  iu  Skirlia,  WillMi 
Forest  there,  John  Newbigging  in  Carstuni 
John  Hutchison  in  Harelaw,  John  Loekie  h 
Kanstruther,  Malcolm  Gibson  in  Wester  Pitlni- 
weem,  llonald  Speuce  In  Hankerton,  Jama 
Thomson  in  Muirhouse  of  Kankton,  and  Jaan 
Adam  in  N'ether-wam-hill,  were  lutweot  at 
divers  field-conventicles,  at  least  at  several  pri- 
vate conventicles,  und  particularly  they  were 
present  at  two  several  oonventicle«,  held  ud 
kept  at  the  house  of  i^hall,  in  the  month  sf 
June  last,  where  they  heard  divers  outed  mioif 
ters  take  upon  them  to  preach,  pray,  and  exer« 
else  other  parta  of  the  ministeriid  function,  and 
thereby  have  contravened  the  tenor  of  the  f«K- 
said  act  of  parliament,  and  therefore  ought  to  bi 
proceeded  against  conform  to  the  tenor  thereof: 
and  anent  the  charge  given  to  the  forauuDii 
persons,  to  have  compeared  personally,  upon  tk 
25th  of  this  instant,  to  have  answered  to  ik 
premises,  and  to  have  heard  and  seen  sack 
order  taken  thereauent  as  appertained,  un^ 
the  pain  of  rebellion,  &c.  and  as  the  said  letten, 
executions,  and  indorsations  thereof  at  Ieni(th 
proport ;  which  being  called  upon  the  aaid  tilh 
of  this  instant,  and  the  pursuer  compeared  ptf- 
soiully,  and  the  said  haill  defenders  compearing 
also  personally,  except  the  said  Thomas  Ogilvie, 
John  Balfour,  John  Howison,  James  Har, 
Patrick  Crie,  Mr  John  Moneman,  Kobtft 
Henderson,  John  Moncrief,  Mr  John  MoncrieC 
Andrew  Kinnier,  James  Mowiaon,  Anthonj 
Dow,  John  Strunks,  John  Daridson,  Alexaodrr 
Gardener,  Alexander  Smith,  and  Ronald  Speno«, 
the  lord  commissioner  his  grace,  and  lords  if 
his  migesty's  privy  council,  having  called  ud 
examined  the  said  Mr  James  Duncan  and  Jobft 
Robertson  procurator  in  Lanark ;  and  the  said 
Mr  James  Duucan  having  confessed,  that  he 
was  at  the  said  conventicle  kept  at  the  Bridge  of 
Km,  and  the  said  John  Robertson  having  con- 
fessed, that  he  was  at  the  aaid  conventicle  keak 
at  Boghall,  and  they  being  required  to  give  their 
oath  anent  the  persons  who  were  present,  and, 
what  further  should  have  been  inquired  at  tbaa 
anent  the  said  matter,  they  refused  to  cive  their 
oath ;  whereupon  the  said  lords  did  orJaln  then 
to  be  carried  to  prison  until  they  should  proceed 
till  further  sentence,  and  did  recommend  to  tlto 
earls  of  Murray,  Linlithgow,  and  Dumfries,  Co 
examine  the  rest  of  the  persons  compeariiigi 
with  power  to  them,  to  imprison  such  of  tbcm 
as  should  refuse  to  give  their  oath,  and  to  report 
against  this  meeting ;  which  being  again  tbb 
day  called,  the  said  lords  having  heard  and  con- 
sidered the  said  libel,  with  the  defenders'  owu 
confession,  and  the  depositions  of  several  wlt- 
ueaam,  led  aud  adduced  for  proving  of  the  said 
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ommuwioner  and  oouncil  do  grunt  warrant 
>  tilie  lord  chancellor,  archbishop  of  St 
jidrews,  duke  of  Hamilton,  earls  of  Ai^le, 
Uhole,  Tweeddale,  Kincardine,  and  Dun- 
onald,  the  president,  reg:ister,  advocate, 
leaaurer-depute,  justice-clerk,  or  any  four 
r  them,  to  meet  with  the  committee  of 
■blio  affiurs,  and  give  such  orders  as  shall 
B  necessary,  for  putting  the  late  acts  of 
winfai  made  anent  outed  ministers  in  ezecu- 
ioii»  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing 
•nyenticlcs,  and  other  disturbances  of  the 
oblic  peace  of  the  church ;  with  power  to 
■Q  persons  before  them,  committing  of 
bflm  to  prison,  and  doing  all  things  neces- 
•ry  for  these  ends.  In  difficult  cases  they 
n  to  consult  with  the  council*'  I  find  no 
egisters  kept  by  them,  nor  reports  made  to 
oancil,  and  so  can  give  no  account  of  their 
rooednre :  no  question  it  was  severe  enough. 
Ilia  I  take  to  have  been  the  beginning  of 
rbat  we  shall  frequently  meet  ndth. 
Besides  the  ill  treatment  of  ministers 
idnded  in  these  hints  given  concerning 
MDTenticles,  this  year  affords  several  parti- 
■lar  instances  of  hardships  put  upon  other 
rasbyterian  ministers. — The  reverend  and 
Mmed  Mr  Alexander  Carmichael,  late 
dnigter  at  Pittenain,  is  before  the  council, 
^clmiary  22d.  This  excellent  person  is  well 
sown  to  the  world,  by  his  accurate  Treatise 
pon  Mortification,  published  at  London  a 
ttle  after  his  death,  in  the  year  1677.    He 


hd*  with  the  report  of  the  said  committee,  who 
id  make  report  that  they  had  imprisoned  the 
■TMHM  following,  who  had  refused  to  give  their 
itfa,  viz.  James  Crichton  in  Biggar,  John 
lalxicl  there,  James  Paterson  in  Garwood, 
^illiaiii  Cleghom  in  Edmonston,  Malcolm 
irowD  there,  Peter  Gillies  walker,  Thomas 
McbtOD  in  Worsilyd,  James  Glasf^w  in  White- 
■tle^  James  Lindsay  in  Nether-wam- hill, 
uncs  Thomson  in  Mulrhouse,  James  Forest  in 
MoBonston,  John  Newbigging  in  Carstairs, 
•hn  Hutchison  of  Harelaw,  and  Malcolpi  Gib- 
m  In  Wester  Pittenweem,  have  fined,  and  fine 
be  said  Mr  James  Duncan  in  the  sum  of  two 
bmuaod  merks,  for  being  present  at  the  said 
•k^eonventicle  kept  at  the  Bridge  of  £m, 
rhcreat  he  acknowledged  he  was  present,  and 
s  rpgard  he  refused  to  give  his  oath,  and  ordain 
lin  to  make  payment  thereof  to  Sir  William 
Sharp  his  majesty's  cash-keeper,  for  his  majesty's 
lae ;  as  also  fine  the  said  Anna,  countess  ot  Wig- 
an.  Id  the  sum  of  four  thousand  merles,  for 
nIm  present  at  two  field-conventicles,  kept  at 
JieBoiue  of  Boghall,  conform  to  her  own  con- 
fesaiooy  and  ordain  her  to  make  pnyment  there' 


with  his  brother  Mr  John  Car- 
michael, after  they  had  joined  for  ^^^ 
some  time,  out  of  an  earnest  desire  for  the 
gaining^  of  souls  to  Christ,  in  the  course  of 
conformity  with  the  prelates,  came  to  dis- 
cover so  much  evil  in  their  ways,  as  to  relin- 
quish them,  quit  their  livings,  and  cheerfully 
join  themselves  with  the  suffering  presby- 
terian  ministers  and  people.  I  am  sorry  I 
cannot  give  any  account  of  the  sufferings 
of  Mr  John  Carmichael;  but  Mr  Alexander 
was  taken  at  Kirkaldy,  and  brought  into 
Edinburgh  tolbooth,  and,  the  above  day, 
appears  before  the  council,  and  is  charged 
with  keeping  conventicles ;  and  acknowledg- 
ing the  charge,  they  oblige  him  to  enact 
himself  to  depart  the  kingdom,  and  never  to 
return  without  license.  And,  February  2Gth, 
he  is  ordered  by  the  council  to  be  trans- 
ported in  a  ship  to  London.  There  he  was 
singularly  useful,  and  got  to  the  end  of  his 
labours  in  much  peace  and  joy,  about  the 
(year)  1676  or  1677. 

In  March,  the  outed  ministers  who  were 
lurking  at  Edinburgh,  were  put  to  new  hard- 
ships, many  of  them  obliged  to  leave  the 
town,  and  flee,  they  knew  not  well  where. 
Several  of  them,  through  ago  and  long 
trouble,  were  now  drooping  off.  I  find,  by 
an  original  letter  of  Mr  (ircorge  Hutchison's, 
that  Mr  Walter  Greig  and  Mr  David 
Ferret  about  tliis  time  got  to  their  rest 
And  he  adds,  that  toward  the  end  of  Feb- 


of  to  Sir  William  Sharp  his  majesty*8  cash- 
keeper,  who  is  hereby  ordered  and  warranted  to 
deliver  the  said  sum  to  William  earl  of  Wigton, 
so  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  paid  unto  him,  and 
of  all  other  fines  which  shall  be  imposed  upon 
any  of  these  persons,  who  were  present  at  the 
said  conventicles  kept  at  Boghall;  and  recom- 
mend to  the  former  committee  to  meet  and  call 
before  them  the  rest  of  the  said  defenders  com- 
pearing, and  to  examine  them  further  anent  the 
said  conventicles,  and  inform  themselves  of  their 
several  conditions  and  estattw,  with  power  to 
them  to  commit  to  prison  such  of  tbem  as  they 
shall  think  fit,  and  to  discuss  such  of  tbem  as 
shall  enact  themselves  not  to  go  to  conventicles 
thereafter;  with  power  also  to  examine  any 
other  persons  who  are  prisoners  for  conventirJca 
wbo  are  not  yet  examined,  and  to  dismiss  them 
if  they  see  cause,  and  grant  certification  against 
these  haill  persons  not  compearing;  ordain 
letters  to  be  direct  to  denounce  them  to  the 
horn,  and  ordain  the  rest  of  the  persons  wbo  are 
impriboned  for  relusing  to  droone,  to  continue  in 
prison  until  Uie  coundl  tiik«iux\Yk«x  CAurat  ^V\v 
them. 
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mary,    Mr   Robert   Doo^Um    was 

^^^^'  turned  so  weak,  that  he  has  laid 

by  from  preachings ;  and  I  suppose  he  got 

into  the  joy  of  his  Lord  this  year  or  the 

next 

Upon  the  18th  ofJuly,  the  council  appoint 
Mr  John  Kae  and  Mr  Hugh  Archibald,  to 
be  carried  from  Stirling  Castle  to  Dumbarton. 
Mr  Archibald  petitions  the  council,  Aug^t 
29th,  at  a  favourable  juncture,  a  few  days 
before  the  indulgence,  showing  that  he  hath 
been  several  years  in  Stirling  Castle,  and 
now  transported  to  Dumbarton,  that  his 
health  is  broke^  and  his  outward  affairs 
brought  to  a  low  pass,  and  begs  he  may  be 
liberate.  The  council  grant  the  desire  of  the 
petition,  and  confine  him  to  the  parish  of 
Galston  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  and  discharge 
him  to  keep  conventicles.  The  same  day 
Mr  John  Murray,  some  time  prisoner  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  for  alleged  house- 
conventicles,  is  liberate,  and  confined  to  the 
parish  of  Queensferry,  ordained  to  wait  upon 
ordinances,  and  abstain  from  keeping  con- 
venticles. 

I  come  next  to  consider  the  troubles 
several  gentlemen  and  others  of  the  presby- 
terian  persuasion  were  continued  under,  and 
brought  into  this  year.  Last  year  and  this, 
I  find  several  forfeitures  passed,  and  trans- 
ferred to  other  persons,  which  I  only  name. 
The  lands  of  Barscob,  and  those  of  Mr 
Gabriel  Maxwell,  the  estate  of  Regland  and 
Bedlane,  are  all  forfeited,  and  transferred, 
upon  the  score  of  Pentland.  Mr  John 
Cunningham  of  Bedlane,  July  18th,  is  ordered 
to  be  carried  irom  Stirling  to  Dumbarton; 
and,  August  29th,  he  is  permitted  by  the 
council  to  ride  out  every  day  for  his  health, 
upon  the  conditions  expressed  last  year. 

After  the  Dutch  war  is  begun,  several 
persons  are  brought  to  trouble  for  writing  to 
their  friends  and  relations,  who  were  forced 
to  flee  to  Holland,  and  under  no  sentence  of 
law  that  I  know  of.  July  18th,  Mr  John 
Scot,  son  to  Andrew  Scot  in  Tushielaw, 
being  incarcerate  for  writing  to  the  reverend 
Mr  John  Carstairs  in  Holland,  is  brought 
before  the  council,  and  after  examination, 
liberate,  upon  a  bond  of  a  thousand  merks 
tu  appear  when  called.  September  3d,  Mr 
William  Livingstone,  being  imprisoned  for 


oorrespoodenoe  with  HoQud,  and  Mr  John 
Carstairs  lately  come  from  Holland,  appctn 
before  the  council,  and,  findingr  cautkm  to 
appear  when  called,  under  the  penalty  ef 
two  thousand  merks,  is  liberate. 

Mr  John  Spreul,  a  nuwt  religioas  and 
worthy  person,  writer  in  Gbu^gow,  of  wham 
before,  supplicates  the  council  August  SM, 
showing,  *'that  he  hath  subjected  himself  t» 
the  act  of  banishment  he  was  laid  u]ider,ti 
the  account  of  mere  nonoonfomiity,  now  Ar 
eight  years ;  and  fidling  under aidcneas  inkk 
exile,  he  had  returned  for  his  health,  mi, 
since  November  last  when  he  retomed,  hiA 
been  at  no  conventicles,  yet  was  taken  ^ 
and  imprisoned;  now  under  his  old  age^  aai 
many  infirmities,  begs  he  may  be  libcraftaT 
The  council  allow  him  to  be  liberate,  npm 
his  giving  bond  and  cantton  to  compM 
when  called,  under  penalty  of  two  thoiMii 
merks. 

December  5th,  William  PorterfieU  if 
Qnarrelton  having  been  in  prison  of  a  kMf 
time,  for  his  accession  to  the  rebellion  lOfii^ 
petitions  the  council,  that  he  may  be  libcnli^ 
because  of  his  indisposition  of  body,  andtkt 
great  poverty  he  was  reduced  unto.  TVj 
ordered  him  to  be  transported  from  Edifr 
burgh  prison  to  Dumbarton  Castle,  aUowiqg 
him  the  liberty  of  going  abroad  in  the  diy- 
time,  he  giring  bond  and  caution  under  tei 
thousand  merks,  to  re-enter  the  castle  evoy 
night 

Some  other  hardships  I  meet  with  this 
year,  upon  meaner  persons.  A  poor  countiy- 
man  in  the  parish  of  Abbotsmle,  by  reason 
of  his  nonconformity,  and  refusing  to  hiar 
the  curate,  is  by  him  delated,  and  by  hii 
adrice  pitched  upon  to  be  a  soldier ;  which 
he  peremptorily  refusing,  is  fined  in  ahnndrei 
pounds.  I  find,  John  Rankin  in  Tofts,  in 
Kaglcsham  parish,  James  Dunlop  in  Poooen 
Mill  there,  James  Brown  in  Muirxet,  John 
Pauls  in  Newton,  in  Meams  parish,  are 
brought  in  to  Edinburgh  prisoners,  far 
alleged  corresponding  with,  and  reset  ef 
8ome  concerned  in  riots  upon  ministsK 
The  council  remit  them  to  the  earisof  Dom- 
fnes  and  Dundonald,  September  16th,  to 
determine  about  them  as  they  find  cause. 

I  find  no  riots  upon  orthodox  minislMi^ 
mentioned  before    the   council  this  yetr, 
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it  be  one,  probsbly  committed  the 
doM  of  the  last  January  18th,  the  council 
app<nnt  a  committee  to  try  a  riot  lately 
comiiiitted  upon  Mr  Alexander  Kamsay 
miniater  at  Auohinleck,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr, 
whose  hoose  was  broke  in  the  night-time. 
The  council,  January  23d,  g^ve  a  commission 
to  several  officers  of  the  forces  lying  near 
by,  "  To  try  into  it,  and  to  hold  courts,  and 
to  call  in  the  inhabitants  of  that  and  the 
neii^bouring  parishes,  to  depone  what  they 
know  about  it,  and  to  fine  the  absent  heritors 
m  two  hundred  pounds,  tenants  forty  pounds, 
and  oottars  in  ten  pounds,  and  each  woman 
aoooiding  to  the  quality  of  her  husband 
dead  or  aUve.*'  This  is  the  first  commission 
€f  this  kind  I  meet  with,  and  the  fines  most 
aibitrsry  and  exorbitant ;  but  we  shall  after- 
wards find  abundance  of  such  finings  by  the 
toldiers.  In  June,  the  council  order  out 
letters  against  Sir  John  Cochran,  and  the 
pariah  fining  them  in  three  thousand  merks, 
to  be  paid  to  the  curate.  I  find,  January 
25th,  that  Gordon  of  Dundeugh  in  Galloway 
gets  up  a  bond  of  six  hundred  merks, 
iztorted  firom  him  by  Sir  William  Bannan- 
tyne,  now  in  the  clerk's  hands.  More  and 
Bore  ef  the  Tiolences  16C5  and  1667,  are 
appearing.  So  much  nuiy  suffice  for  the 
more  general  yiew  of  the  state  of  presbyte- 
rians  this  year. 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  laws  and  acts  of  the  third  session  of 
parliament^  June  1672,  in  as  far  as  they 
relate  to  presbyterians. 

This  is  the  last  session  of  parliament,  under 
Landerdale^s  administration,  which  meddles 
with  church  matters;  and  unless  it  be  a 
short  marred  meeting  in  the  close  of  the  next 
year,  we  shall  find  no  more  parliaments  for 
nine  years.  To  carry  on  the  history  of 
preabyterians'  sufferings,  firom  these  incon- 
testable documents  of  the  seyerity  of  the 
period  I  am  upon,  I  shall  make  some  cursory 
remarks  upon  the  acts  of  this  session ;  which, 
together  with  such  as  are  already  narrated, 
were  the  foundations  upon  which  the  council 
and  their  under-workers  went  in  all  their 
oppKsaions.    Indeed  many  times  they  Mcnt 


further  than  even  these  rigorous  .  „g 
laws.  The  king's  letter  to  this 
meeting,  is  in  print  already,  and  contains  a 
very  high  encomium  of  the  duke  of  Lauder- 
dale, with  full  assurances  of  the  king's  regard 
to  the  kingdom  and  church.  The  duke,  to 
be  even  with  his  master,  very  pressingly 
represents  the  necessity  of  the  Dutch  ii-ar, 
which  I  leave  to  be  considered  by  the  civil 
historians  of  this  time. 

Their  first  act  is  anent  the  militia,  which 
I  should  not  have  noticed,  were  it  not  for  a 
pretty  remarkable  clause  in  it,  with  relation 
to  the  security  of  the  prelates  and  their 
church  establishment  It  is  statuted,  in 
order  "  to  qualify  those  employed  in  the 
militia,"  that  all  officers  be  persons  **  well 
affected  to  the  religion  and  government  of 
the  church  as  now  established  :'*  and  that 
both  officers  and  soldiers  *'  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,"  with  the  declaration  formerly 
mentioned,  imbodied  in  it:  and  if  they 
refuse,  brevi  manu  they  "  are  to  be  impri- 
soned," and  the  council  **  are  to  banish 
them  the  kingdom."  I  hope,  after  this,  the 
writers  against  presbytery  wiU  make  no  more 
noise  about  the  act  of  classes,  made  January 
39th,  1649,  and  the  care  then  taken  to 
secure  the  constitution,  with  the  seal 
expressed  against  malignants  getting  into 
the  army;  since  so  good  acopy  is  so  exactly 
followed  by  their  own  dear  friends  in  thb 
parliament 

'  I  have  insert  the  ninth  act,  **  against 
unlawful  ordinations,"  in  a  note.*     The 


*  Jiet  against  unlawful  ordijtatkms,  167S. 
Our  soTcreign  lord,  considering,  that  the  true 
and  resular  way  of  ordination  to  the  holv  calU 
ing  and  employment  of  the  ministry  is  of  great 
and  necessary  importance  to  the  constituiion, 
peace  and  unity  ot  tbia  church,  and  for  pmerv- 
ing  the  rerereuce  and  interest  of  the  reformed 
religion  profest  in  it,  and  for  the  preTenting  of 
the  growth  of  scandalous  schism  and  confuiuon, 
arising  from  various  and  different  ordinations, 
doth  therefore,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his 
estates  of  parliament,  statute  and  ordidn,  that 
no  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  presume  to 
appoint  or  oroain  any  person  to  the  office  and 
work  of  the  ministry,  except  these  who  have 
authority  approveu  bv  the  laws  of  the  kingdom 
for  that  effect,  and  that  no  person  take  ordina- 
tion from  any  but  such  as  are  thus  lawfully 
authorized  to  give  the  same ;  declaring  hereby, 
all  pretended  ordiuati4Wis  of  any  persons,  since 
the  year  1661,  which  haVtnot  been,  or  hereafter, 
shall  not  be  according  to  the  appointment  of  the 
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reader  will  see  the  design  and  yiews 
*  npon  which  it  is  made,  without  my 
help.  The  prelates  were  not  a  little  uneasy 
to  hear  that  presbyterian  ministers  should 
license  any  preachers,  or  ordain  any  to  suc- 
ceed themseWeSy  when  worn  out  by  their 
cruelties;  and  therefore  get  this  restraint 
laid  upon  them.  At  this  time  there  was  a 
sensible  decrease  of  presbyterian  ministers, 
by  death,  banishment,  and  the  hardships  of 
this  time;  and  it  was  attended  with  no  small 
difficulty  to  get  young  men  sent  abroad  to 
other  protestant  churches,  to  be  ordained  to 
the  holy  ministry :  meanwhile,  the  cravings 
and  necessities  of  the  people  were  very  great 
Therefore,  as  ministers  had  opportunity, 
several  young  men  well  qualified,  as  appeared 
in  their  conduct  and  usefulness  afterward, 
were  licensed  and  ordained.  This  galled 
the  bishops,  who  could  not  endure  the 
thoughts  of  presbyteries  being  revived,  far 
less  perpetuated,  in  this  church :  so  this  act 
is  framed.  Its  narrative  says,  ^  schism  and 
division  arise  from  various  and  different 
ordinations."  This  is  a  smooth  way  of  tcUing 
us,  that  all  ordinations,  without  prelates  at 
the  top  of  them,  **  are  divisive  and  schis- 
matical,"  which  is  now  pretty  openly  the 
doctrine  of  the  highfliers.    The  statutory 


law,  to  be  null  and  Invalid ;  and  all  persona  who 
since  the  said  year,  have  received  pretended  or- 
dination, or  shall  receive  the  same  any  other 
manner  of  way  than  as  is  settled  by  law*  to  be 
no  ministers.  And  his  majesty,  with  advice 
foresaid,  statutes  and  ordains,  that  both  the  pre- 
tended ordainers,  and  these  who  shall  pretend 
to  have  received  ordination,  be  seized  u|K>n  by 
the  sheriff  or  other  ordinary  magistrate  of  the 
place,  and  committed  to  prison  until  they  be 
delated  to  the  lords  of  the  privv  council,  who 
are  hereby  authorized  and  ordained,  after  trial, 
and  finding  the  said  persons  guilty,  to  sentence 
them  by  confiscation  of  all  their  moveable  goods, 
and  banishing  them,  and  to  cause  them  find 
caution  not  to  return  to  his  majesty's  dominions. 
And  in  case  they  shall  refuse  to  find  caution,  or, 
being  banished,  shall  afterwards  return  to  this 
kingdom,  that  they  shall  suffer  perpetual  im- 
prisonment, and  not  be  released,  except  by  a 
warrant  under  his  majesty's  own  hand.  And 
further,  it  is  hereby  statute  and  declared,  that 
whosoever  shall  be  married  within  this  kingdom 
by  the  foresaid  persons,  or  by  any  other  person 
not  lawfully  authorized,  they  shall  amitand  lose 
any  right  or  interest  the^  may  have  by  that 
vanniBgej  Jure  mariti,  veljvre  rdicta,  and  that 
by  and  attonr  the  pains  and  penalties  provided 
by  the  act  of  parliament  in  anno  1661,  against 
duwrderly  and  clandestine  marriages;  which  act 
}m  hereby  raiified  and  renewed. 


part  is,  **  that  none  ordain  to  the  offioe  •! 
the  ministry,  but  soch  who  have  authcri^lBr 
this  effect  from  the  laws."  I  hope  they  are 
not  yet  arrived  at  the  impudence  to  dctiTt 
the  power  of  ordination  from  the  king's 
supremacy;  yet  this  loands  that  way:  bnt^  1 
suppose,  the  meaning  may  be,  that  none  wha 
are  not  **  authoriaed  ministers,  **  that  ii^ 
**  subject  to  the  bishops,"  shall  piretume  tp 
ordaiu.  Further,  they  declare  **  all  pretended 
ordinations,  since  the  year  1661,  noil  aal 
invalid."  No  question,  all  pretended  offdt 
nations  are  void  and  null,  before  the  (yev) 
1661,  as  well  as  since;  but  if  they  mesi^ 
that  all  ordinations,  without  diocesan  bish- 
ops, are  invalid,  and  that  persona  set  apvC 
to  the  ministry,  without  the  oouciurence  ef 
the  prelates,  are  not  ministers,  it  is  ai 
unchristian  heaven-dnring  assertion,  reflect 
ing  upon  the  whole  of  the  reformed  churchsi^ 
and  tending  to  breed  confusions  and  convvt 
sions  in  the  minds  of  people  through  the 
kingdom ;  and,  in  its  just  consequence,  a 
declaring  many  of  themselves,  and  the  most 
part  of  the  nation,  heathens.  At  this  rsts^ 
it  had  not  been  altogether  out  of  the  roa^ 
by  their  next  act,  to  have  appointed  all  sniA 
who  were  baptized  by  presbyterian  ministen^ 
to  be  rebaptized.  It  is  not  improbable  tliii 
act  was  drawn  by  the  primate :  it  is  intricate^ 
dark,  ambiguous,  and  double-faced,  and  veiy 
like  himself.  The  severity  of  the  penalties 
is  a  further  proof  of  its  author:  "the 
ordainers  and  ordained  are  to  be  imprisoned, 
and  banished  by  the  council ;"  their  mov^ 
ables  confiscated,  and  other  hardsliips,  as  io 
the  act  And  further,  persons  married  by 
such,  are  "  denuded  of  all  they  can  daia 
jure  mariti  vel  rdicttp^^  and  made  liable  to 
all  the  penalties  of  the  act  1061,  against 
clandestine  marriages.  This  bears  hard 
upon  the  subjects,  and  obliges  them  io  iiH 
quire  into  the  mission  and  ordination  of 
ministers,  before  they  can  be  safe  in  law  as 
to  their  marriages. 

The  eleventh  act  I  have  likewise  insert, 
in  a  note.*    **  Act  against  such  who  do  not 


*  Act  ancnt  BajUisnUf  1672. 

The  king's  majesty,  considering  that  dinn 
disaffected  persons  in  this  kingdom,  being  no* 
willing  to  have  their  children  baptised  in  u 
orderly  way,  do  either  delay  to  baptize  them. 
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baptiaEe  their  children."    This  is  a  terrible 
act  iadeed,  and,  as  is  now  usoal,  an  im- 
provement upon  the  act  of  council  formerly 
made,  as  to  irregular  baptisms.    It  statutes, 
**  That  e?ery  person  who  wants  a  testimo- 
nial irom  the  minister  of  the  parish  where 
be  lives,  that  his  child  is  baptized  n'itliin 
thirty  days  of  its  birth,  shall  be  fined,  heri- 
tors in  a  fourth  part  of  their  yearly  valued 
rent»  merchants  in  a  hundred  pounds  Scots, 
and  others,  as  in  the  act.*'    And  the  execu- 
tion of  this  harsh  law,  and  the  pocketing*  of 
the  fines,  except  these  of  heritors,  is  com- 
mitted to  the  under  executors  of  the  la^-s. 
This  was  a  heavy  ground  of  terrible  exac- 
tions, and  severe  oppression  upon  the  coun- 
try, and  a  sad  snare  to  many,  obliging  them 
cither  to  prostitute  their  conscience  or  lose 
their  money. 

Their  twelfth  act  is  for  an  **  anniversary 
thanksgiving  upon  the  29th  of  May.*'     See 


or  pretend  that  they  are  not  baptized,  thiuking 
tlMTeby  to  escape  the  punishment  which,  by 
farmer  acts  of  parliament,  is  appointed  to  be  in- 
flicted upon  such  as  are  {(uilty  of  disorderly  bap- 
laingf  doth  therefore,  with  advice  and  consent 
ofhls  estates  in  parliamenti  statute  and  declare, 
that  sorb  parents,  who  shall  hereafter  keep  their 
ehildrcD  unbaptized,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days 
t(^|ether«  or  snail  not  produce  a  testificate  un- 
dtf  the  hand  of  the  minister  of  the  parish,  bear- 
ior  that  the  children  were  bcipti'/«Hi  within  tlie 
■mI  space,  shall  incur,  and  be  liable  to  the  pains 
snd  penalties  following,  viz.  Kvory  heritor,  life- 
rmter,  or  proper  wadsetter,  sfiall  be  fined  in  a 
fouth  part  of  his  valued  yearly  rent;  every 
pervon,  above  the  degree  of  a  tenant,  having  a 
personal  but  no  real  estate,  in  one  hundred 
pounds  Soots;  every  considerable  merchant  in 
one  hundred  pounds;  every  inferior  merchant, 
or  coDsiderable  tradesman,  and  every  tenant 
laboaring  land,  in  fifty  pounds;  every  meaner 
barge M,  tradesman,  inhabitant  within  burgh; 
and  every  cottar,  in  twenty  pounds  Scots ;  and 
«rrry  servant  in  half  a  vear'n  fe*;.  And  it  is 
hereby  declared,  that,  where  kirks  are  vacant, 
the  parentii  shall,  within  the  said  space  of  thirty 
days,  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  next  adjacent  pnrisn 
kirk  irhtch  is  planted,  and  obtain  their  children 
biptiatcd  there,  under  the  foresaid  penalties. 
And  his  majesty,  with  advice  aforesaid,  requires 
the  sheriiTs,  Stewarts,  lords  of  regalities  and 
their  dcputM,  and  magistrates  of  burghs  royal, 
within  their  respective  bounds,  to  put  this  act 
in  execntion,  by  calling  before  them,  and  judging 
the  contraveners,  and  uplifUng  the  fines  above- 
meotiooed ;  and  for  their  encouragement,  they 
are  hereby  allowed  to  retain  the  fines  of  all  the 
Mid  persona,  for  their  own  use,  except  tbeee  of 
hrritors,  for  which  they  are  to  be  countable  to 
the  commisuoners  of  his  majesty's  treasury. 


note.*  1  have,  upon  the  matter,  ^ 
considered  this  act  in  the  former 
book,  and  cannot  fiiUy  account  as  to  the 
reason  of  this  new  act,  for  the  obser- 
vation of  this  day ;  uuless  it  was  to  give 
the  greater  uneasiness  to  the  indulged 
ministers,  and  to  be  a  foundation  of 
new  fines  and  exactions.  In  the  act  1661, 
the  word  holyday  is  used;  here  it  is 
omitted,  but  the  thing  is  continued.  There 
are  no  penalties  annexed  to  the  first  insti- 
tution of  this  holyday,  but  the  reader  will 
find  them  in  this  second  appointment.  I 
shall  only  further  remark,  that  the  king  and 
parliament  most  plainly  ordain  this  **  day  to 
be  kept  for  ever,"  and  appoint  all  ministers 
to  preach  upon  it,  and  declare  this  act  to 
be  **  the  rtile  and  warrant "  for  this  anniver- 
sary, in  all  time  coming.  Presbyterians 
continued  in  their  opinion,  that  no  human 
authority  hath  power  to  appoint  constant 
returning  anniversary  holydays.  This  act 
is  smoother  than  the  former,  and,  in  some 
things,  more  agreeable  to  the  power  of  a 


*  jIcI  aneni  the  twenty-ninth  of  3/a^,  16732. 

The  estates  of  parliament,  considering  the 
great  blessing  of  almighty  God,  in  restoring  his 
majenty  to  the  throne  of  his  royal  ancestors,  and 
thereby  liberating  these  kingdoms  from  the 
thraldom  and  bondage  under  which  they  did  so 
long  groan,  in  acknowledgment  of  their  thank- 
fulness to  God,  and  of  their  duty  and  loyalty  to 
his  mi^esty,  and  that  the  memory  of  so  great  a 
mercy  may  never  fall  in  oblivion  or  neglect,  do 
humbly  offer  to  his  migesty,  that  the  anniversary 
solemnitv  be  yearly  and  perpetually  kept  by  all 
the  people  of  thbi  kiiu^dom,  upon  the  89th  of 
May,  being  the  day  of  his  majesty's  birth  and 
restoration.  Therefore  his  majesty,  with  con- 
sent of  the  estates  of  parliament,  statutes  and 
ordains,  that  the  anniversary  solemnity,  for  his 
majesty's  happy  birth  and  restoration,  shall,  in 
all  time  coming,  be  kept  upon  the  :20th  day  of 
May  yearly;  and  that  ringing  of  bells,  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom,  and  other  evidemres  of 
joy,  be  observed  the  said  whole  day,  with  bone- 
fires  at  night ;  and  that  all  ministers  within  the 
kingdom,  shall  preach  yearly  upon  the  said  2Uth 
of  May,  that  they,  with  the  whole  people,  may 
give  thanks  to  God  almighty,  for  his  so  signal 
goodness  to  these  kingdoms:  certifying,  that 
whosoever  shall  fail  in  observing  this  present  act, 
they  shall  be  fined,  and  otherwise  punished  by 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  and  other  judges 
ordinary,  according  to  their  condition  and  estate. 
And  his  majesty,  with  advice  foresaid,  declares 
that  this  present  act  shall  be  the  rule  and 
warrant  for  the  ndd  anniversary,  in  all  time 
coming. 


soo 
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dvil  court:  yet,  the  leaying  the 
fine  to  be  imposed  "  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  judges  ordinary,'*  seems  both 
unjust  and  oppressive. 

The  seyenteouth  act,  against  conventicles, 
comes  next  to  be  inserted.*  It  seems  to 
be  framed  nith  a  view,  that  no  more  pariiar 
ments  were  to  sit  for  a  good  many  yean ; 
and,  in  that  event,  though  the  king  had 
power  to  protract  the  act,  yet  the  bishops, 
to  make  aJl  sure,  get  this  renovation.  The 
acts  fifth  and  seventh  of  the  last  session 
1070,  not  yet  expired,  are  now  extended 
three  years  after  the  first  three.  Some  few 
further  remarks  offer  on  this  act. 

The  parliament  declare,  "  they  did  not, 
and  do  not  discharge  family  worship,  or 
prayer  in  a  family  by  the  persons  in  it." 
What  a  sad  time  must  this  be  ?  And  what 
an  ill-worded  act  is  the  former  ?  that  gives 
occasion  for  this  session  thus  to  explain 
themselves,  and  makes  it  necessary  to  a 
parliament  in  a  Christian  protestant  king- 
dom, to  vindicate  themselves  from  a  design 
to  suppress  **  family-prayer  and  worship." 


Yet  they  still  take  upon  than  to 
it,  "  if  there  be  more  present  in  the  ftmilT 
than  four  persons  not  belonging  to  it." 
What  a  wild  unreasonable  restriction  miut 
this  appear  to  any  reflecting  person  in  maay 
cases?  At  this  rate,  poblio-hooses  upon 
the  road  must  many  times  be  discharged  te 
worship  God,  having  more  than  four  ii 
their  house,  not  belonging  to  their  family; 
yea,  many  private  houses  in  the  countrr, 
where  it  frequently  falls  out  there  are  roore 
than  four  with  them  all  night  I  could  give 
instances  wherein  this  restriction  is  evi- 
dently irreligious.  What  to  make  of  the 
next  clause  in  the  act  I  know  not,  *  It  m 
always  declared  this  act  does  not  give 
allowance  to  outed  ministers  to  pray  in  soy 
families,  except  in  the  parishes  where  they 
are  allowed  to  preach.**  For  whatlcu 
see,  an  outed  minister  not  allowed  to  preach, 
by  this  act  is  dischai^ged  to  pray  in  his  own 
fiunily ;  and  the  indulged  must  pray  in  no 
families,  but  those  of  their  own  congrega- 
tion. If  they  come  into  Edinbuigh  or 
Gbsgow,  even  by  a  call  from  a  bishop,  er 


•  Act  againit  ConvetiticL'*,  1672. 

Forum uch  u  th«  act  past  by  h'm  mnjraty  and 
Mtates  of  parliament,  upon  the  I3tb  of  August, 
1670.  ai^ainttconveiiticleH,  and  the  other  act  pHSt 
in  the  same  parliament,  upon  the  20th  day  of  the 
■aid  month  of  August,  1670,  against  separation 
and  withdrafving  from  the  public  meetings  of 
divine  worship,  were  appointed  to  endure  only 
for  the  space  of  three  years,  unless  his  majesty 
should  think  fit  to  continue  tbem  longer;  and 
his  majesty,  considering  that  these  acts  have  not 
hitherto  received  that  obedience  which  was  due 
uiit4»  them,  and  that  the  execution  thereof  hath 
not  been  so  duly  prosecuted  as  by  the  tenor  of 
the  same  is  prescribed,  and  that  therefore  the 
continuance  thereof  will  be  neressary  for  some 
longer  time,  doth,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his 
estates  of  parliament,  statute  and  ordain,  that 
the  two  acts  of  parliament  above  mentioned, 
against  conventicles  and  withdrawing  from 
public  meetings  of  divine  worship,  are  and  shall 
endure  and  continue  acts  of  parliament,  and 
public  laws  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  space  of 
three  years  after  the  expiring  of  these  three 
years  above  mentioned,  and  longer  as  his  majesty 
shall  be  iileaaed  to  appoint.  1/ikeas,  bis  majesty 
considering,  that  by  the  said  act  against  conven- 
ticles, it  is  statute,  that  no  outed  minister,  not 
licensed  by  his  majesty's  council,  nor  other 
person  not  anthorize<i  nor  tolerated  by  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese,  presume  to  prench,  ex|iound  scrip- 
ture, or  pray  in  any  meeting,  except  in  their 
own  houses,  and  to  these  of  their  own  family; 
aod  since  there  may  be  some  questions  and  doubts 
oonceming  the  meaning  and  extent  of  that  word. 


pray,  his  majesty  doth,  with  advice  foresaid,  de- 
clare, that  it  is  not  to  be  understood,  aa  if  thrr»» 
by  prayer  in  families  were  dischamd  by  tkt 
persons  of  the  family,  and  such  aa  ahall  be  piv- 
s^nt,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  four  yiiisni 
besides  these  of  the  family ;  it  is  always  dedand, 
that  this  act  doth  not  give  allowance  to  aay 
outed  minister  to  pray  in  any  famlliea,  except  ia 
the  parishes  where  tney  be  allowed  to  preaek 
And  further,  his  majesty,  with  advice  fores^d, 
doth  hereby  also  authorize  the  magistratet  ai 
the  royal  burghs,  to  call  before  them  all  such  of 
their  burgesses  as  shall  be  guilty  of  keeping  esa- 
venticJes,  and  to  proceed  against  them  oy  fining 
and  otherwise,  as  is  at  length  expreat  in  dM 
said  act ;  and  that  they  make  account  and  report 
of  the  fines  to  the  commissioners  of  his  maicsty'i 
treasury,  and  of  their  diligence  to  his  majescy't 
council.     And  his  mi^esty  considering  the  Us* 

f»rogress  hath  been  made,  in  putting  these  adi 
n  execution  for  the  time  bygone,  doth  thefrfersi 
with  advice  foresaid,  statute  and  command,  tM 
all  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  lords  of  regalities  and  tbck 
deputes,  and  magistrates  of  burghs  within  tluir 
respective  jurisdictions,  shall  from  henceforthbi 
careful  in  putting  these  acts  to  due  execution 
agaiuNtkeepers  of  conventicles,  and  withdrawen 
from  public  worship,  conform  to  the  power  and 
trust  committed  to  them  thereby,  and  that  tbcy 
return  an  account  of  their  proceeding  to  his 
majesty's  council  yearly,  on  the  firat  Tnorsday 
of  July,  under  the  pain  of  five  handrcd  metif, 
to  be  paid  by  each  sheriff,  Stewart,  bailiff,  and 
magistrates  of  buigb,  for  each  yearns  failie,  ia 
not  giving  an  account  of  their  diliguies^  ti 
said  is. 
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the  goviernmeiit,  and  p>  about  family  wor- 
ihip  where  they  lodge,  they  incur  the  pe- 
naltiea  formerly  mentioned.  This  is  a  new 
btmnch  of  their  confinement,  and  laid  on 
diem  jmt  the  day  after  their  second  indul- 
gcnoe,  and  certainly  is  most  unreasonable. 
And  after  a  complaint  of  the  nonezecution 
of  the  former  acts,  to  secure  this  in  time 
r,  and  as  a  ground  for  inferior  magis- 
to  act  upon  with  the  greater  rigour 
against  presbyterians,  they  arc  required  to 
■end  in  the  yearly  accounts  of  their  diligence 
to  the  council ;  and  if  they  fail,  every  sheriff, 
steward,  bailie  or  magistrate,  in  case  of  not 
eridendng  their  zeal  against  conyenticles 
this  way,  is  to  be  fined  in  500  merks. 
Thns  all  methods  are  taken,  not  only  to 
ipye  warrant  by  acts  upon  the  back  of  acts, 
but  likewise  to  tempt  and  force  persons, 
who  appeared  not  altogether  so  yirulent,  to 
pemecate  presbyterians. 

The  22d  and  last  act  of  this  parliament, 
excepting  common  forms,  is  "  an  act  against 
prolhneness,"  never  more  needful  than  now. 
It  is  an  excellent  act,  had  it  been  brought 
to  any  bearing  or  execution ;  yea,  it  is  so 
Ccamed,  that  it  was  evidently  the  fault  of 
IhB  minister  and  session,  or  assistants,  as 
they  tore  now  called,  in  great  measure,  that 
it  was  not  put  in  execution :  but  the  curates, 
■t  least  in  the  west  and  south*  were  so 
auieh  taken  up  with  suppressing  the  crimes 
ef  eonventicles,  and  nonattendance  upon 
thomsrlTrn,  that  I  do  not  hear  of  any  col- 
Isotora  or  session  bailies  appointed  for  up- 
filling  the  fines  put  upon  the  different 
Wanches  of  profiuieness.  It  is  matter  of 
legrety  and  effectually  prevented  doing  any 
duBfl^  in  this  nuitter,  that  too  many  of  them- 
tehrea  were  too  hr  liable  and  open  to  the 
penalties  of  the  acts,  to  offer  to  prosecute 
The  indulged  ministers  in  many 
took  the  benefit  of  this  act,  and 
their  parochial  bailies  according  to  it 
The  kirfc-session,  I  find,  by  this  statute  is  a 
Isgal  judicatory.  The  elders  (in  law)  or 
Msiatants,  have  considerable  power  given 
them ;  and  yet  this  head  of  elders  is  one  of 
the  great  topics  of  slander,  wherewith  the 
episoopal  party  load  the  presbyterian  consti- 
tution: but  ruling  elders  must  not  be 
named,  that  is  presbyterian  cant,  though 
II. 


scnptural,  ''the  elders  that  rule  .  ._ 
well,"  &c.  Thus  I  have  gone  '®^^' 
through  the  laws  madeagainst  presbyterians 
under  Lauderdale^s  administration,  which, 
upon  the  matter,  may  be  reckoned  from  the 
(year)  1 660.  In  the  following  years,  during 
the  interval  of  parliaments,  till  1681,  we 
shaU  find  acts  of  council  built  upon  these, 
yea,  exceeding  them,  and  severe  abundantly 
against  presb3rteriaiis.  I  come  to  end  this 
chapter  with  an  account  of  their  second 
indulgence. 

SECT.   III. 

Of  the  second  indulgence  ffr anted  to  preshy- 
terianSf  September  3rd,  1672. 

What  I  have  already  laid  before  the  reader 
upon  the  first  indulgence,  1669,  will  save 
him  the  trouble  of  any  account  of  this,  save 
in  so  fiir  as  it  differs  firom  that;  and  were  it 
not  that  we  want  a  church  history  of  those 
times,  I  should  most  willingly  have  waved 
both,  as  being  somewhat  differing  from  my 
design  of  giving  a  narrative  of  the  sufferings 
of  presbyteruius.  It  is  hard  enough  to  give 
any  tolerable  view  of  this  second  indulgence, 
further  than  the  public  acts  and  papers  go. 
As  is  too  ordinary  in  divided  and  broken 
times,  both  sides  represent  matters  of  fact, 
according  to  the  different  views  they  had : 
and  it  must  be  owned,  there  was  too  much 
warmth  both  at  their  meetings  and  reason- 
ings about  it,  and  aftem-ards ;  which  makes 
me  at  this  distance,  hold  very  much  by  the 
papers  on  both  sides,  and  leave  the  reader 
to  form  his  own  judgment  upon  the  whole. 
Those  I  shall  bring  into  as  short  and  plain 
an  account  of  matter  of  fiu^  as  I  can  collect 
from  what  hath  come  to  my  hand. 

When  Lauderdale  came  do^ii  in  April 
this  year,  it  was  generally  said  he  had  au 
indulgence  in  his  pocket  In  England,  the 
king  by  his  proclamation  of  March  1 5th, 
granted  a  toleration  to  dissenters.*     Since 


*  This  toleration  in  England  was  intended 
aolely  for  the  benefit  of  the  fmpists,  "yet  the 
presbyteHant,"  we  are  told  by  Burnet,  *'  came 
in  a  body;  and  Dr  ISlnnton,  in  their  name, 
thanked  the  king  for  it,  which  offended  i&an^  «&t 
their  best  friends.    Thert  wua  «1m  %ii  oic^t^t  \» 
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it  hath  so  near  a  relation  to  the 
'  subject  I  am  upon,  it  is  annexed 
below.*  In  it  a  grea^r  fiiYonr  is  allowed  to 
papists  than  dissenters ;  yet  that  was  what 
they  could  not  help.  Probably  it  was  g^ven 
to  gratify  French  designs,  and  to  quiet  mat- 
ters at  home,  as  much  as  might  be,  when 
engaging  in  a  war  with  Holland,  so  much 
against  the  interest,  as  well  as  inclinations 
of  England.  The  like  liberty,  if  not  a 
greater,  was  expected  in  Scotland  to  pres- 


pay  a  yearly  pension  of  tifty  pounds  to  most  of 
thnm,  and  of  a  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the 
chief  of  the  party.  Baxter  sent  back  his  pen- 
sion and  would  not  touch  it,  but  most  of  them 
took  it.  AU  this  I  say  upon  Dr  Stillingfleet's 
word,  who  assured  me  he  Knew  the  truth  of  it. 
And  in  particular  he  told  me,  that  Pool,  who 
wrote  the  synopsis  of  the  critics,  confessed  to 
him  that  he  had  had  fifty  pound  for  two  years. 
Thus  the  court  hired  them  to  be  silent,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  them  were  so,  and  yery  com- 
pliant. "~<Bumet's  History  of  Hiv  Own  Times, 
vol.  ii.  pp.  16,  17. — Ed, 

*  Declaration  rfhis  makMy't  favour,  or  EngliA 
indulgence,  March  15/A,  1672. 

Our  care  and  endeavoura  for  the  preservation 
of  the  rigbts  and  interests  of  the  church,  have 
been  sumcientlj  manifested  to  the  world,  by  the 
whole  course  of  our  government,  since  our  happy 
restoration,  and  by  the  many  and  frequent  ways 
of  coercion  that  we  have  used  for  reducing  lUi 
erring  or  dissenting  persons,  and  for  composing 
the  unhappy  differences,  in  matters  of  religion, 
which  we  found  among  our  subjects  upon  our 
return :  but  it  being  evident,  by  the  sad  expe- 
rience of  twelve  years, -that  there  is  very  little 
fruit  of  all  these  forcible  courses,  we  think  our 
self  obliged  to  make  use  of  that  supreme  power 
in  ecclesiastiad  matters,  which  is  not  only  in- 
herent in  us,  but  hath  been  declared  and  recog- 
nized to  be  so  by  several  statutes  and  acts  of 
parliament;  and  therefore,  we  do  now  accord- 
ingly issue  this  our  declaration,  as  well  for  the 
quieting  the  minds  of  our  good  subjects  in  these 
points,  for  inviting  strangers  in  this  conjuncture, 
to  come  and  live  under  us ;  and  for  the  better 
encouragement  of  all  to  a  cheerful  following  of 
their  trade  and  callings,  from  whence  we  hope, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  have  many  good  and 
happy  advantages  to  our  government ;  as  also, 
for  preventing  for  the  future,  the  danger  that 
might  otherwise  arise  from  private  meetings  and 
seditious  conventicles.  And  in  the  first  place, 
we  declare  our  express  resolution,  meaning  and 
intention  to  be,  that  the  church  of  England  be 
preserved,  and  remain  entire  in  its  doctrine,  dis- 
cipline and  government,  as  now  it  stands  estab- 
lished by  law ;  and  that  this  be  taken  to  be.  as 
it  is,  the  basis,  rule,  and  standard  of  the  general 
and  public  worship  of  God ;  and  that  the  ortho- 
dox conformable  dergv  do  receive  and  enjoy  the 
revenues  belonging  thereunto;  and  that  do 
person,  though  of  a  different  opinion  and  persua- 
von,  shall  be  exempt  from  paving  his  tithes,  or 
ath^  duea  wbatnoever.  And  further,  we  de- 
ekn  that  no  penon  shall  be  capable  of  holding  \ 


byterians,  exdusiTe  of  prists;  and  indeed 
here  there  was  no  coloiir  for  "***'^^*tg  the 
last  sharers,  and  it  is  pretty  certain  the  king 
did  design  it  The  Insh^^M,  and  Urds  of 
council  on  their  side,  Tiolently  opposed  it» 
and  many  letters  were  writ  to  court  agtiut 
it:  however,  Lauderdale  had  full  instrae- 
tions  in  that  matter,  though  he  kept  theai 
close;  yea,  carried  with  a  great  deal  of 
rigour  to  presbyterian  ministers  and  goitle- 
men,  as  we  have  heard  already  upon  the 


any  benefice,  living,  or  ecclesiastical  dignity,  «r 
preferment  of  any  kind,  in  this  our  kingdansf 
England,  who  is  not  exactly  oonformabw.    We 
do,  in  the   next    place,  declare  our  will  and 
pleasure  to  be,  that  the  execution  of  all,  and  all 
manner  of  penal  laws  in  matters  ecdeuastial, 
against  whatsoever  sort  of  Donconformisti,  sr 
recusants,  be  immediately  susneDded,  and  they 
are  hereby  suspended ;  and  all  ]ud|;ca»  jodgei  « 
assize  and  gaol-delivery,  sherifis,  justices  of  the 
peace,  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  other  officers  what- 
soever, whether  ecclesiastical  or  civil,  are  totsli 
notice  of  it,  and  pay  due  obedience  thercuiSk 
And  that  there  may  be  no  pretence  for  any  of  ear 
subjects,  to  continue  their  illegal  meetings  sad 
conventicles,  we  do  declare  that  we  ahali,  fnm 
time  to  time,  aVow  a  sufficient  number  of  placO) 
as  they  shall  be  desired,  in  all  parts  of  this  ev 
kingdom,  for  the  use  of  svch  as  do  not  osa- 
form  to  the  church  of  England*   to  meet  sad 
assemble  in,  In  order  to  their  public  worahfpaDd 
devotion;  which  places  shall  be  open  mad  bm 
to  all  persons.     But  to  prevent  such  disnrdoi 
and  inconveniences  as  may  happen  by  thbsnr 
indulgence^  if  not  duly  r^ulat^l,  and  that  thty 
may  be  the  better  protected  by  the  civil  magis- 
trate, onr  express  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  none 
of  our  subjects  do  presume  to  meet  in  any  plaixii 
until  such  place  be  allowed,  and  the  tsacher  sf 
that  congregation  be  approved  by  us.     And  lest 
any    should    apprehenUf   that    this    restrictkm 
should  make  our  said  allowance  and  apprehatisa 
difficult  to  be  obtained,  we  do  further  dcdanv. 
that  this  our  indulgence,  as  to  the  allowance  of 
the  public  places  of  worship,  and  approbatisB  of 
the  teachers,  shall  extend  to  all  sort*  of  noocoe- 
formists  and  recusants,  except  the  recusants  sf 
the  Roman  catholic  religion,  to  whom  we  sbsQ 
in  no  ways  allow  public  places  of  worship,  hot 
only  indulge  them  their  share  in  the  oomsMn 
exemption  from  the  execution  of  the  pemd  laws, 
and  the  exercise  of  their  worship  in  their  prtsats 
houses  only.     And  if,  after  this  our  clfmency 
and  indulgence,  any  of  our  subjecta  ahall  pR* 
snme  to  abuse  this  liberty,  and  shall  preach  stdl- 
tiously,  or  to  the  derogation  of  the  doctrine^  dis- 
cipline or  government  of  the  established  churdi, 
or  shall  meet  in  places  not  allowed  by  us,  we  do 
hereby  give  them  warning,  and  dedareh  we  will 
proceed  against  them  with  all  imaginable  sere- 
rity :  and  we  will  let  them  see,  we  can  be  ss 
severe  to  punish  such  oifendcrs,  when  so  Joady 
provoked,  as  we  are  indulgent  to  truly  toidir 
consciences. 
Given  at  onr  court  at  Whitehall,  thb  fy»' 
teenth  day  of  March,  In  the  foar  and  i 
\\«^>i  '^«ar  of  our  reign. 
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srt  Mclion.  And  I  only  addythat  wlien\ 
r  O«org«  Jobnston,  Mr  Gilbot  Hall,  and 
flw  othen^  were  summoned  in  before  the 
iBOcil  for  oonyentioleey  MHne  of  them  came 
mdentand  how  matters  were  like  to  go : 
id»  finding  yiolenoe  designed,  they  did  not 
id  it  safe  to  compear,  and  were  denounced, 
d  pfnt  to  the  horn. 

Meanwhile  Lauderdale  kept  fixed  by  his 
dnt  of  giving  the  indulgence;  and  when 
e  reports  of  it  came  to  be  public  and  cer- 
iBy  about  twenty  ministers  met  at  Edin- 
ii^gli,  upon  the  8th  day  of  August  this 
ar,  si^  agreed  to  write  a  letter  to  Sir 
Daliymple  of  Stair,  now  a  privy 
;  in  whom  they  confided  as  much 

any  at  the  board;  humbly  desiring, 
■t  any  indulgence  to  be  granted,  might  be 
le  of  straitening  ingredients  and  ccmdi- 
■■^  which  might  difficult  conscientious 
ert»jterian  ministers  from  embracing  it, 
d  people  firom  joining  with  such  as  did 
ybraoe  it  At  this  meeting  they  reasoned 
NHiy  and  drew  s<Hne  answers  to  some 
icrifis,  **  who  might  accept  of  it,  and  who 
tf*  but  all  they  did  or  could  do  was  in 
•  daric,  and  by  guess,  not  being  as  yet 
ipainted  with  the  terms  of  the  indulgence 
be  granted.    I  find  it  remarked,  that 

were  some  in  their  meetings,  who 
tly  called  for  a  testimony  against  the 
rfbl  encroachments  of  the  state,  and  urged 
A  expressions  to  be  inserted  in  the  letter 
■lede  it  treason  against  the  present  laws ; 
d  ^when  the  paper  was  thus  inflamed,  they 
nrt  o£  Thus,  after  some  meetings,  the 
so  high,  that  none  could  be  found 
it,  and  so  it  was  laid  aside.  This 
,-«•  occasion  to  the  reports  spread  in  the 
■t^  thmt  the  brethren  in  and  about  Edin- 
wffi^  were  for  accepting  the  indulgence, 
wilding  a  letter  were  writ  containing  their 
■colties  about  it  He  was  one  of  this 
Utinjj;  firom  whose  papers  I  give  this 
eosint^  and  says,  they  came  to  no  resolu- 
■ft  eonoeming  this  letter.  When  this  ex- 
d&ent  £uled,  and  the  letter  could  not  be 
aeerted,  it  was  next  resolved  to  send  two 
'their  number  to  represent  their  foremen- 
mtBd  desire  to  Stair;  and,  upon  August 
N|^  Bfir  Gabriel  Cunningham  and  Mr 
met  Kirkton  waited  upon  him  t  he  gave 


them  very  kind  assurances  he  would  .  . 
do  all  in  his  power  for  them;  and 
I  doubt  not  but  he  did  so. 

At  length,  upon  the  3d  of  September, 
the  Lord's  day,  the  council  oame  to  an 
issue  in  this,  matter;  and  at  Holyrood- 
house  fimne  and  agree  to  three  acts  relative 
to  this  new  indulgence.  The  design  of  the 
lords  was,  no  doubt,  to  be  eased  of  their 
trouble  every  day  firom  conventicles  by  cast> 
ing  all,  or  as  many  as  they  saw  fit,  of  the 
onted  presbyterian  ministers,  together  by 
twos,  threes,  and  fi>urs,  in  so  many  congre- 
gations as  they  named.  There  was  abun- 
dance of  cunning  in  framing  the  acts,  both 
for  answering  this  end,  and  so  as  ministers 
might  be  brought  to  comply  with  some  of 
the  acts,  without  approving  others,  wUch 
contained  clauses  more  gravaminous:  yea, 
there  seems  in  the  frame  of  these  acts  to  be 
room  left  by  the  finmers  for  blowing  at  the 
fire  of  division  among  presbyterians,  by 
which  the  designs  of  their  enemies  were 
mightily  carried  on.  In  their  first  act  (vide 
note,*)  the  reader  will  perceive,  that  about 


*  Ad  Itt,  aneni  the  induigencef  HoUfrood^hanaef 
September  8d,  JG72. 

The  lord  oomminioner  his '  grace,  and  the 
lords  of  his  mijestv's  priyy  council,  eonsider- 
ing  the  disorders  wnieh  have  lately  been  by  the 
frMuent  and  numerous  conventicles,  and  being 
willing  to  remeed  so  great  an  evil.  In  the  greatest 
manner  that  could  be  thought  on,  and  nis  ma- 

iesty's  commissioner  being  sufficiently  Instructed 
lerein,  they  do  order  and  appoint  the  ministers 
aftemamed,  outed  since  the  year  1661,  to  repair 
to  the  parishes  following,  and  to  remain  therein 
confined,  permlttinc  and  allowing  them  to  preach 
and  exercise  the  other  parts  of  their  ministerial 
function,  in  the  parishes  to  which  they  are  or 
shall  be  confined  by  this  present  act,  and  com* 
mission  after  specified,  vix:— 

In  the  diocete  of  Glasgow, 

In  Eaglesham  parish,  with  Mr  James  Hamil- 
ton, Mr  Donald  Cajrgill. 

Palslev,  with  Mr  John  Baird,  Messrs  WUliam 
Eccles  and  Anthony  Shaw. 

Neilston,  Messrs  Andrew  Miller  and  Jamsa 
Wallace. 

Kilmacolm,  Messrs  Patrick  Simpson  and  Wil- 
liam Thomson. 

Kilbarchan,  Messrs  John  Stirling  and  James 
Walklngshaw. 

Killallan,  Messrs  James  Hutchiiwn  and  Alex. 
Jamison. 

Imtne, 
Newmills,   Messrs  John  Burnet  and  George 

CampbelL 
Fenwick,  Messrs  Thomas  Wylie  and  William 

Shiel. 
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eighty   presbyterian   ministers  are 

confined  to  fifty-eight  parishes  or 

thereby,  mostly  in  the  west  and  south.  The 


Stowarton,  MeMn  William  Caitlelaw,  Andrew 

HutdiiMD,  and  Andrew  Morton. 
Dunlup,  Menrs  Gabriel  Conningham  and  Wil- 
liam Mein. 
Largs,  Messrs  John  Wallace  and  Alex.  Gordon. 
Kilbride,    Messra  Robert   Boyd    and    Gilbert 

Hamilton. 
Cumbray,  Messn  Archibald  Porteoos  and  John 

Ra& 
Kilwinning,    with    Mr    Ralph    Rodger,    Mr 

Robert  rleming. 
Irvine,  with  Mr  George  Hutchison,  Mr  John 

Law. 
Kilmarnock,  with  Mr  Alexander  Wedderbnm, 

Messrs  James  Rowst  and  William  Hay. 
Kilmaurs,  with  Mr  George  Ramsay,  Mr  John 

Park. 
Dreghom,  with  Mr  John  Spalding,  Mr  James 

Donaldson. 
Beith,  with  Mr  WUliam  Maitland,  Mr  Wil- 

liam  Crichton. 
Kilbimie,    with    Mr  WUliam    TillidafT,    Mr 

Patrick  Anderson. 
Ardrossan,  with  Mr  John  Bell,  Mr  James  Bell. 

Ayr, 
Culton,  Mr  William  Fullarton. 
Riccarton,  Messn  Hugh  Campbell  and  Hugh 

Crawford. 
Uundonald,  Messn  John   Osbum  and  John 

Hutchison. 
Mauchline,  with  Mr  James  Veitch,  Mr  Robert 

Archibald. 
Ochiltree,  with  Mr  Robert  Miller,  Mr  Patrick 

Peacock. 
Galston,  with  Mr  Alexander  Blair,  Mr  Adam 

Alison. 
Craigie,  with   Mr  David  Brown,   Mr  Robert 

Maxwell. 
Dalgaiiie,  with  Mr  Andrew  Dalrymple,   Mr 

John  Campbell. 
Symington,  with  Mr  John  Gemmel,  Mr  Francis 

Irvine. 

Klrkcrtdbright. 
Canfaim,  John  Semple,  and  Mr  Wm.  Enkine. 
Kelles,  with  Mr  Cant,  Mr  George  Waurh. 
Dairy,  with  Mr  John  M<Michan,  Mr  Thomas 

Thomson. 
Balmaclellan,  Mr  James  Lawrie,  and  Thomas 

Vemor,  in  place  of  John  Ross,  when  he  shall 

be  transported  to  Stony-kirk« 
Hamuton, 
Avendale,  Messra  James  Hamilton  and  Robert 

Young. 
Glasford,  Messn  William  Hamilton  and  James 

Nasmith. 
Shots,  Messn  James  Carrie  and  Alex.  Barton. 
Dalserf,  Messn  Thomas   Kirkaldy  and  John 

Carmichael. 
Stonehouse,    with    Mr   John    Oliphant,    Mr 

Matthew  M<Kell. 
Cambusnethan,  with  Mr  William  Violant,  Mr 

Robert  Lamb. 
Dalziel,  with  Mr  John  LAWder,  Mr  Thomas 

Melvile. 

iMnark. 
Carlnke,  Messn  Alex.  Livlnj^stone  and  Peter 

Kid,  now  at  Carluke. 
Carmicb/»eJ,  Mesan  John  Hamilton  and  YTil- 
Ukm  Samei  n  el. 


ooancii  proportion  the  stipend,  and  give 
assunuMses  to  the  regular  and  legal  incmi- 
bents,  that  no  more  shall  be  indnlged.    By 


Colter,  Messn  Anthony  Murray  and  Robert 

Lockhart. 
Lammington,  with  Mr  John  Crawford,  Ur 

William  Bailie. 
Lesmahago,  with  Mr  Thomaa  Lawrie^  a Rfatar 

incum^nt,  Mr  James  Brothentooes. 
Cantairs,  Messn  James  Kirkton  and  John  Gn^ 

LhUithgqw, 
West  Calder,  Messn  John  Knox  and  WOUni 

Weir. 
Borrowstonneas,  Messn  Robert  Hnntv  aai    ' 

John  Inglis. 

I^otkian,  4fc. 
Linton,  with  Mr  Robert  Elliot,  Mr  Rokrt 

EUiot  his  son. 
Oxnam,  with  Mr  John  Scot,  Mr  Hugh  Scot 
Hownam,  with  Mr  John   Stirling,  Mr  ^ 

Ker. 

Killem,  Messn  John  CunnJnson  and  Alcxao- 

der  M'Lean. 
Kilfinnan,  Mr  John  Cameron. 
Campbelton,   Messn    Duncan    Campbdl  and 

Edward  Keith. 
Kllchattan  in  Lorn,  Messn  John  DnneuMSS 

and  Alexander  M*Lean. 
Knapdale,  with  Mr  Dugald  CampbeU,  a  nga- 

lar  incumbent,  Mr  Duncan  CamplMdL 
South  Kintyre,  Mr  David  Simpaon. 

And  vet  notwithstanding  of  the  said  00DftB^ 
ment,  the  lord  commissioner  his  graces  and  dv 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  gave  fsB 
power,  warrant  and  commission  to  the  M 
chancellor,  the  lord  duke  of  HamUton,  the 
earls  of  Argyle,  Tweeddale,  and  Dundonald,  thi 
lords  president  of  the  session,  and  register,  tna> 
surer-depute,  and  justice-clerk,  with  the  bidwf 
of  the  diocese,  wherein  the  said  ministen  aiw 
confined,  or  any  four  of  them,  within  the  span 
of  six  months  after  the  date  hereof,  to  alter  and 
change  any  of  the  persons  foresaid,  from  aaysf 
the  said  parishes  to  anotiier  of  thooe  parisbsi,  sr 
to  allow  or  confine  other  persons  In  their  place, 
they  always  pitching  in  thefint  place  upon  sobm 
outed  ministers,  from  that  diocese  wherein  ikt 
parishes  to  which  they  are  to  be  confined  «U  lie; 
and  allowing  none  to  preach  who  were  oalcd 
before  the  year  1668,  or  being  outed  sines  Ibt 
year  1661,  are  under  certifications  or  aentenoss  sf 
any  court  of  this  kingdom;  with  power  to  ths 
said  commissionen  and  their  quorum,  to  eonfiae 
to,  and  allow  outed  ministen,  as  said  is,  In  ths 

?arishes  of  Tarbolton,  Barnwell,  Stevansaa, 
jochgunnoch,  Inchinnan,  and  Mcams;  aad 
that  so  soon  as  the  present  incumbents  In  tiboM 
parishes  ahaU  be  provided,  and  traosportad  la 
other  kirks,  recommending  to  patrons  to  ght 
them  presentations  to  kirks  that  shall  vaik ;  aad 
particularly  to  patron  of  the  kirk 

of  Gallashiels,  to  give  a  presentation  thereto  to 
Mr  Alexander  George;  to  patron 

of  the  kirk  of  Burghton,  to  present  thereto  Mr 
William  Nasmith ;  to  patron  af  the 

lurk  of  Madue,  to  present  thereto  Mr  Robert 
Kincaid ;  to  patron  of  GarUifv  ft 

present  thereto  Mr  -^^^  otuart :   and  for  tbs 
entertainment  and  maintenance  of  the  ministen 
.  foresaid,  confined  and  allowed  by  thia  ad,  and  sf 
\  \\i««a  ^Qcmcx\^  Va^\Af,«^\k'i|  \ha  council,  the  laid 
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than-  wcond  act,  which  it  inaertcd  below.* 
The  re»dv  will  see  thej  pretcribe  mlea  to 
ba  obaerred  bj  all  the  indolged  miniitera, 
iboat  their  baptiima,  their  keeping  the  u- 
enmrat  of  the  Lonl'a  aapper  upon  one  day, 
theirplacei  of  preaching,  keeping  within  the 
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brds  do  thlnV  fit,  thHt  Ihc  half  of  Ibe  niprnd  of 
ibe  ropectlTc  nrlihn,  wbenin  thtv  sre  unfintd, 
■flhecrnpuayHrof  God,  leTS,  be  paid  lo  the 
■IdIMh*  fonntTljiaiulftd  thenln.mdthiittht 
itlwrlwirDftha  uld  itlptndbc  tqiullr  diTided 
■Bunnt  orbclwixl  thoMrnrmerl]'.  and  now  al- 
oirva  to  pre&ch  In  the  miid  pHrishAi ;  the  skid 
irbale  idpnldi  receiving  In  the  future  dtvlilon 
proportlonably,  •ecardlng  to  the  number  of  per- 
Hu  fonnerl^T  and  now  ilLowed  to  preach  tfaere- 
In  ;  and  where  there  wu  no  persoii  (onaeilj  ia- 
Inlfrd,  tbe  third  put  of  the  slipend  of  tbe  ^eu 
ins,  li  to  be  paid  to  these  confined  and  allowed 
^  thli  piwnt  act,  In  the  reapeclive  paiiihn 
bfvsaid ;  and  In  cose  any  of  the  minkten  fore- 
aid  ahall'  not  HrT«  ai  they  are  allowed  by  thia 
let  or  commlieion  foreuld,  tfaeir  proportlou  of 
Ihc  aaid  itipcndi  art  to  be  holden  m  want,  at 
la  be  empk^ed  conform  to  an  act  to  be  made  i 
Ihla  aeMion  of  parliament,  anent  tbe  dlapoaal  < 
tke  vacant  etlpendi ;  and  ordain  lelfen  to  be  d 
laetod  at  tbe  initancc  of  tbe  seTeml  mtn1*te 
bnnld,  eerring,  ai  said  la,  agalnat  ibeae  liab 
far  ptjmtDt  of  didr  proportion)  of  tb«  aaid  hi 


eonalderinr  the  extent  nf  the  Indulgence  glvea 
hf  thb  act.  and  thai  If  the  aame  abould  be  an; 
mnher  tolarced,  the  regular  mlaluen  michi 
be  dlanraraged,  and  the  orderly'  and  peaceablj 
JkBtnrd  people  of  thIa  kingdnm  diaquleted,  do 
iarlare,  that  bemftrr  they  are  not  lo  extend  the 
mU  iDdnlgtnce  [a  fmoun  of  anj  other  peopit 
ar  tD  any  other  pariahea  than  totboae  mentloi]e<. 
ia  thb  act,  nor  to  allow  outed  tnlabten  to 
inaeb  Id  any  kirki  not  herein  expreaed,  and 
whcreiD  they  are  not  already  mlnialen  allowed 
la  ^ncb  by  thia  act. 

■  .dct  9d,  about  tit  indulgal,  Sqtiemter  S,  IBTE. 
Wbartai,  by  an  act  of  the  dale  of  thlr  preaenta, 
nd  by  former  acts  of  council,  diven  minislira, 
•■ted  (lace  the  year  1661,  hare  been  and  are 
warranted  and  licensed  to  preach  at  certain  kirka 
Ihimln  specified  i  and  It  being  neoeasary  for  ' 
batter  keeping  of  good  order,  that  the  rules 
iiming  be  obserred  by  Ibeae  minlsten,  indul 
byan  act  of  tbe  date  of  tbir  presents,  and  t); 
laJDlfcd  b;  former  act*  of  council ;  tberel 
Am  lord  oonunlaaioner's  ftct,  and  the  lorda  ol 
Uenaqesty's  privycouncil,  do  enjoin  the  punc- 
tual and  due  observance  thereof  lo  Ibe  aaid  mill. 
tmiTt,  as  they  will  be  answerable. 

1.  That  tbey  presume  not  to  marry  or  bap' 
tb^  except  Buch  as  belong  to  the  pariah  Co  whidi 
Ihsy  are  con4n^,  or  to  the  nrigfabouiing  par. 


» 

That  all 

Hind 

ilf« 

ediocw, 

tber 

Lord's 

id  1 

.el 

Ih 

commumona 

belo 

"g 

ng 

pariah,  their  ^^^^ 
discipline  and  payment  of  the  ordi- 
nary dues  to  ajnod  cleric,  and  bnmr.  Th«r 
thii>]  act,  which  is  likewiae  inserted  bek)w,-|- 
diachargeth  all  other  preabjlerian  DunuterB, 
excepting  tbeie  where  indulged,  to  exer- 


r]a,  nor  In  any  plaoe  (las^ 
reputed  and  puiiksbcd  aa 

4.  llist  they  remain  within,  and  depart  not 
forth  of  tbe  parish  to  whieb  the;  are  conaned, 
without  license  from  tbe  blahop  of  the  diocese 


there  In  no  pnsbyterlsl  meeting,  that  these  cases 
be  referred  to  tbe  presbytery  of  the  next  bounds. 

6.  That  tbe  ordinary  dues  payable  toburaart, 
clerks  of  presbyteries  and  synods,  be  paid  by  tbe 
•aid  ministers  as  formerly. 

And  thit  the  said  ministers  nuy  have  compe- 
tent time  for  transporting  of  their  funilie*  and 
dlapalng  upon  tfaeir  gaod^  the  aaid  lorda  suspend 
their  confiuementforthaipaca  of  three  moDlbe, 
to  the  rffect  in  the  mean  time  ibey  may  go  about 
their  afi'atra,  providing,  liiat  during  the  time  of 
the  foresaid  stupeuslon,  tfaer  do  keep  and  obserre 
the  rest  of  the  orders  and  instrudiona  foresaid, 
and  other  acts  made  aoent  ouled  mln  latere. 


bytt  .._ _._. 

acts  of  niundl,  certain  ministers  outed  since  the 
year  1601,  are  confined  In  manner  therein  con- 
tained, and  that  there  are  remaining  divers  of 
tbat  number  not  disposed  nn  by  tbe  said  act.  It 
ought  also  lo  be  provided,  Ifaat  these  may  not 

£ve  scandal  lo  any,  by  withdrawing  themselves 
om  the  public  wonhlp  in  tbe  kirks  of  that 
parisbea -where  they  reaide,  nor  enanara  other* 
tn  do  the  like  by  their  practice  and  example,  da 
IbereforB  give  older  and  warrant  to  ■berlffih 
bailies  of  i?gaI1U«,  bailies  of  balllaries,  and  their 
respective  deputes,  and  msgistratM  witbin 
burghs,  to  call  and  convene  before  them  all  outed 
1661.  and  not  dUposed 


dls,  a 


I,  residing  in  tbe  respectlvs 


nuninteiu  tbe  kirk 


the  word  pread 
or  dvJ^ll^BD 

upon  the  parisbea  where  they  intend  lo  have  their 

with  power  to  Ibe  said  aheriffa,  and  olber  uugl^ 

persoTiB.  nithin  tbe  space  of  a  month  after  they 
mbould  be  so  required :  and  in  caie  any  uf  the 
said  minlslers  sdkII  reaide  in  the  parish  where 
there  are  minlstera  indulged  by  the  council,  they 
are  hereby  warranied  and  allowed  to  prtsch  In 
Ibe  kirks  of  these  parisbea  where  they  reside, 
init  liii  I  upon  Ibe  in>intlon  of  the  minister  therein  Mo- 

a.  That  Itwy  prtaefa  only  In  these  1iiib%  and  I  hued  and  allowed,  and  do^  etw.     KTA,-w^<ntai 
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cise  any  ptrt  of  their  ministerial 
work*  under  what  panishments  the 
oonndl  thinks  fit;  and  appoints  all  onted 
ministers  to  attend  ordinances  in  the  parishes 
where  they  live,  or  to  go  and  lire  in  such 
places  where  they  will  attend. 

Thus  stood  the  scheme  of  the  indulgence, 
September  Sd,  this  year.  When  the  ac- 
counts of  it  came  abroad,  they  were  yari- 
ously  entertained  by  presbyterians :  the 
most  of  the  ministers  in  and  about  Edin- 
burgh, who  had  not  share  in  the  first  indul- 
gence, appeared  upon  the  first  accounts  of 
it,  dissatisfied.  In  a  day  or  two,  there  was 
a  dozen  or  thereby  met  together,  and  it  was 
moTed  by  some,  that  all  the  brethren  pre- 
sent should  declare  themselves  against  this 
indulgence:  but,  upon  reasoning,  it  was 
found  to  be  a  matter  of  general  concern, 
and  a  meeting  was  proposed  to  be  at  £din- 
bui]gh,  September  24th,  and  ministers  at 
distance  were  writ  to,  to  come  in  from  the 
country  with  the  sentiments  of  such  as 
could  not  be  present  At  the  day  named, 
about  thirty-two  ministers  met  in  Mr 
Thomas  Hogg's  chamber.  Little  was  done 
at  their  first  meeting ;  but  the  question  being 
stated,  what  their  practice  should  be  upon 
this  occasion,  it  was  resoWed  that  every 
member  should  give  his  opinion,  with  the 
reason  of  it,  at  the  next  meeting.  Accord- 
ingly, when  they  met  next,  Mr  John  Inglis 
is  chosen  moderator :  and  the  brethren  came 
to  take  the  sentiments  of  all  present, 
whether  it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to  go 
and  exercise  their  ministry  at  their  churches. 
One  of  the  ministers  present  hath  left  this 
account  of  their  sentiments:  "that  four 
were  of  opinion,  ministers  ought  to  go  to 


some  within  the  kingdom,  without  any  lawful 
authority  or  ordination,  take  upon  tbem  the 
ealling  of  the  ministry,  preach,  and  do  other  acts 
peculiar  to  those  of  that  function,  and  consider- 
ing, that  such  presumption  and  intrusion  upon 
the  sacred  office,  tend  to  the  disordering  and 
disquieting  of  the  church  and  kingdom  ;  there- 
fore the  lord  commissioner's  grace,  and  the  lords 
foresaid  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  do  enjoin 
the  said  sheriffs,  and  other  magistrates  foresaid, 
within  the  respective  hounds,  to  make  search  for, 
and  seize  upon,  and  imprison  such,  upon  trial 
that  they  have  exercised  the  office  of  a  minister, 
to  acquaint  the  council  of  their  names,  and  place 
of  their  imprisonment,  that  such  course  may  be 
takeu  with  them  as  they  shall  think  fit:  and 


their  ohurehes,  wnen  Hhey  luid  once  given  a 
testimony,  against  idut  they  oonoeived  wn 
wrong  in  their  indnlgeiioe,  to  tlie  stiKtc 
Two  were  nndetennined,  and  the  rest  preieiit 
were  for  the  negative."  The  minister  who 
^oke  first,  after  he  had  given  hia  opinioa 
against  it,  and  his  reason,  added  Mr  Robert 
Douglas  his  sentiments  against  it,  signified 
to  him  lately  in  conversation,  and  that  he 
said,  if  his  brethren  named  in  the  fint  ad, 
would  forbear  their  churches,  he,  for  hit 
share,  would  quit  his  at  Pentcaitland,  and 
stand  outed  with  them ;  and  his  mind  bad 
no  small  influence :  so  that  night  the  indul- 
gence seemed  generally  to  be  disliked. 
And,  by  what  accounts  I  have  seen,  the 
ministers  in  the  east  country  were  more 
averse  than  those  in  the  west. 

When  the  copies  of  the  conncQ's  act 
came  west,  there  were  many  meetings  up 
and  down,  and  serious  reasonings  and  con- 
sultations upon  thisaffiiir;  and  I  find,  gene- 
rally speaking,  it  was  the  opinion  of  ministen 
there,  that,  providing  a  sufiicient  testimony 
were  given  against  the  Erastian  part  of  tbe 
civil  magistrate,  the  indulgence  might  so  fiff 
be  gone  into^  as  ministers  should  return  to 
their  former  congregations,  and  supply  va- 
cancies, as  £u*  as  the  liberty  went^  uid  pot 
them  upon  calling  ministers  nominated  in  the 
first  act,  with  consent  of  the  ministry  of  the 
neighbourhood.  They  all  agreed,  that  bat 
one  minister  ought  to  go  to  one  parish, 
excepting  the  places  where  formeriy  then 
had  been  two,  especially  at  this  time,  when 
there  were  so  few  ministers  to  answer  the 
cravings  of  people  up  and  down  the  coon- 
try  ;  and  though  it  was  not  doubted  thst 
the  magistrate  had  power  to  restrict  mima* 


further,  the  said  sheriffs  are  ordained  and 
manded  to  inquire  how  the  ministers  fwiiined 
and  allowed  to  preach  in  thdr  several  JnrMie- 
tions,  do  obey  the  rules  preacribed  to  them,  and 
contained  in  another  act  of  coundl,  of  tbe  dats 
of  thir  presents,  and  whereof  extracts  are  toW 
sent  to  the  several  magistrates  f(»reaaid  who  m 
hereby  appointed  to  report  to  the  eouncU  there- 
anent  every  six  months,  and  betwixt  and  As 
first  of  June  next,  their  diligence  In  theaxecoAhia 
of  the  order  contained  in  the  act;  eertifyiaf 
them,  that  if  they  shall  be  negligent  or  rcmlHia 
the  execution  of  the  orders  given  to  them  bcn^ 
or  failing  to  give  in  the  said  account,  tbev  shall 
i>e  procMded  against  aod  censored  aeoormag  t» 
their  demerits. 
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8  to  one  pftrtiGolar  parish  ;  yet  tboy 
med  generally  to  agree,  that  when  the 
lole  ministry  were  confined,  it  was  not 
or  daty  to  obey.  However,  these  meet- 
|8  in  the  east  or  west,  had  no  determining 
wer.  Great  were  the  debates  concerning 
I  testimony  to  be  given  to  the  state,  upon 
ar  acceptance.  All  agreed  there  were 
nj  grievances  in  this  matter;  but  how  to 
press  them  in  suitable  terms,  so  as  not  to 
more  hurt  than  a  testimony  could  coun- 
lialance,  was  the  difficulty.  After  much 
ATersation  and  reasoning,  Mr  William 
dent  and  Mr  Alexander  Weddorbum 
ire  pitched  upon  to  draw  a  paper  to  this 
'tcL  Their  draught  was  generally  liked, 
d  it  received  some  amendments  in  a  meet- 
X  at  Irvine,  October  this  year,  and  was 
It  into  such  a  mould,  as  it  might  be  joined 
by  those  who  had  already  accepted  of  the 
lulgence,  as  well  as  their  brethren  who 
d  noL  The  tenor  of  it  is  inserted  at  the 
9t  of  the  page.* 


1672. 


Towards  the  end  of  October,  Mr 
Gabriel  Cunningham,  and  some 
more  with  him,  were  sent  into  Edinbuigh, 
with  this  paper,  to  see  if  the  brethren  in  the 
east,  who  appeared  most  averse  from  this 
indulgence,  would  join  in  it,  as  an  exoneration 
of  themselves,  and  signification  of  their  deep 
concern  in  the  Lord's  now  fallen  tabernacle 
in  Scotland.  When  they  came  to  Edinbuigh, 
they  found  several  ministers  in  the  east  had 
changed  their  sentiments  as  to  the  indulgence, 
by  reasoning  and  conversation,  and  were  not 
altogether  so  averse  as  once  they  had  been. 
The  opposers  of  the  indulgence  alleged  some 
had  been  taken  off,  upon  their  names  being 
put  in  for  vacant  congregations,  by  those 
whom  the  council  had  impowered  so  to  do. 
What  is  in  this  assertion,  I  know  not,  but 
it  is  certain  several  were  at  this  meeting, 
who  had  not  been  at  the  former  in  Sep- 
tember; and  thus  the  appearance  was  greater 
in  favour  of  the  indulgence  than  before :  yet 
the  former  person,  a  member,  asserts  in  his 


*  Gritvctnces  as  to  the  indulgence, 

!•  We  the  miiiMten  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  have 
tn  debarred  from  our  respective  flocks,  over 
iicfa  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  us  overseers, 
d  rartnined  from  the  free  exercise  of  our 
iaiatry  these  manj  years  bvgone,  do,  with  all 
ankfalness,  acknowledge  his  most  excellent 
ijasty's  royal  favour,  in  granting  to  some  of 
the  public  exercise  of  our  ministry,  there 
log  Dothiog  under  the  sun  more  dear  and 
drable  to  us,  nor  the  free  liberty  thereof:  yet 
—Idmring  the  offered  indulgence,  as  contrived 
the  complex,  and  cast  in  Us  present  mould  in 
rae  acts  of  council,  to  be  clogged  with  many 
malvmBents,  contrary  to  our  principles  and 
— cisnccs,  and  with  many  inoonvenitfices  as 
•or  persons  and  families,  and  to  the  oongrega- 
«■  both  from  which  we  are  separated,  and  to 
bSch  we  are  assigned ;  we  are  exoeedliigly 
lUteoed  in  our  liberty  to  accept  of  the  same, 
d  that  because  the  whole  general  draught  of 
a  throe  acts  anent  this  aflhir,  appears  to  us  to 
■eChing  else  but  the  actual  exercise  of  Erasti- 
Ina,  In  so  far  as  the  council  is  pleased  not  only 
disposo  on  persons  and  places,  but  to  make 
plicatloa  of  persons  to  places,  for  the  exercise 
tlMfr  ministry,  as  if  it  were  proper  to  the 
igistrate  to  judge  of  the  spiritual  state  and 
■dttion  of  the  people,  of  the  qualificationa  and 
BIttea  of  ministers,  and  of  the  suitableness  of 
■Ir  gifks  and  parts  to  labour  in  the  work  of  the 
wftT,  among  such  and  such  a  people ;  and  not 
if  so,  but  also  to  form  and  prescribe  rules  to 
iaiatcn,  relating  to  the  exercise  of  their  office, 
d  thus  enhance  and  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
bdstcrs  of  Christ,  all  that  power,  and  the  exer^ 
w  thereof,  which  Christ  has  committed  to 
•B,  except  what  they  have  precario  from  the 


civil  powers ;  so  that  the  embracing  and  yielding 
to  these  acts,  may  be  interpreted  to  be  an  homo- 
logating with,  and  subjecting  ourselves  to  Erasti- 
anism,  contrary  to  our  known  judgments  in 
these  matters. 

2.  lliough  we  disallow  all  tumultuary  and 
seditious  meetings,  of  which  sort  the  meetings 
of  the  Lord's  people,  for  hearing  of  his  word, 
cannot  be  reput«9d ;  and,  being  convinced  of  the 
Lord*s  blessmg  attending  his  people  in  them,  we 
are  not  a  little  grieved  that  the  narrative  of  this 
present  act  seems  to  involve  the  accepter  into  an 
Interpretative  condemning  of  the  same,  which 
we  dare  not. 

S.  Albeit  there  be  a  very  great  necessity  of  a 
finee  call  from  the  people,  both  in  regard  of 
ministers  themselves,  woo  may  judge  it  neces- 
sary, antecedently  for  the  exercise  of  their 
ministry,  amim^  a  people,  lest  they  seem  to  be 
intruders,  running  unsent;  and  auo  in  regard 
of  the  people,  who  will  acknowledge  none  for 
their  ministers,  nor  willingly  subject  themselves 
to  their  ministry,  who  want  their  osll ;  yet  the 
Indulgence,  as  contrived,  deprive  the  people  of 
the  liberty  of  free  election,  in  so  far  as  ministers 
are  designed  for  them,  and,  by  the  oouncirs  act, 
peremptorilv  confined  to  tiie  parishes,  without 
so  mu^  as  tJie  previous  knowledge  of  the  people ; 
and  so  a  necessity  is  laid  upon  the  people,  either 
to  call  the  confined,  or  to  want  a  minister. 

4«.  This  way  offers  great  violence  to  that 
special  relation  and  union  that  is  betwixt  pastors 
and  people  of  their  peculiar  oversight ;  so  that 
ministers  formerly  bv  violence  pullMi  away  from 
their  flocks,  and  flodcs  violently  separated  from 
their  pastors,  are  still  kept  in  a  way  of  divorce- 
ment one  from  another,  and^ei  vVvVa\xTi\oTv%xi^ 
relation,  bring  made  u^  oii^i^^  ^taoa  CViA<BkV 
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papers,  that  the  gfenerality  of  the  .as  the  above  named  miiiisteriaja,  took  it  for 
meetiiu:  continued  against  it  Mr  apaperofreasonsywhythetndnlgence  ought 
Cnnningham  presents  his  paper  to  them,  and 


the  brethrenwho  were  against  the  indulgence, 


meting  in  and  by  his  church,  can  never  be  regu- 
larly dinolTed  by  any  other  authority  and  power, 
than  that  which  made  them  up. 

6.  This  contrivance  will  prove  fn'^®^<>o*  ^  ^ he 
most  part  of  the  kini^dom.  1.  In  that  their  own 
pastor*  are,  without  necessity,  shut  up  from 
them  in  a  comer,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  wherein 
profanity,  atheism,  popery,  and  quakerism  are 
so  fast  springing  up  and  spreading  through  the 
land,  by  which  theur  ministers  are  put  out  of  a 
capacity  to  inform  and  guard  them  against  the 
evils  and  errors  of  the  times  :  next,  it  will  prove 
burdensome  to  the  people  they  are  assigned  to, 
in  that  they  will  have  several  necessary  duties  to 
perform,  in  order  to  the  acoommodatioa  and 
encouragement  of  two,  which  they  will  judge 
needless,  one  being  sufficient  for  the  charge ; 
and  it  b  well  enough  known,  that  the  overbur- 
dening of  the  people  in  these  things,  will  render 
the  gospel  wearisome  to  many  personN,  and  so 
mar  their  benefit,  and  beget  in  them  a  lothing 
both  of  the  instruments  and  means  of  their  sal- 
vation. S.  It  will  prove  afflictive  to  many 
brethren,  in  that,  by  it,  they  are  obtruded  upon 
other  men's  la1>our,  without  a  necessity,  and 
occasion  their  brethren,  who  have  been  a  long 
time  under  a  suffering  lot,  to  be  deteriorated  in 
their  necessary  maintenance  for  them  and  their 
families,  and  will  put  all  the  indulged  entrants 
to  domestic  straits  and  difficulties ;  which  thing 
being  obvious  to  any  considering  the  case,  we 
shall  not  insist  on  it,  being,  through  the  grace  of 
God,  fixed  in  our  spirits,  in  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  not  to  seek  our  own  things  but  the  things 
of  Christ. 

6.  We  do  acknowledge,  that  the  magistrate 
hath  the  power  of  confinement,  and  of  ail  other 
bodily  and  external  punishment  in  actu  signcUOf 
to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doth  evil,  for  he 
beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain ;  but  when  he  is 
to  apply  that  power  in  actu  exercito,  to  any  par- 
ticular person  or  persons,  we  humbly  conceive 
that  the  law  of  God,  the  law  of  nature,  and  law 
of  nations,  and  the  law  of  the  land,  requires  an 
orderly  procedure,  and  aUows  the  party  the 
benefit  of  defence.  But  here,  1.  lliis  sentence 
contains  punishment  against  persons  without 
citations,  without  a  previous  charge  bearing 
defences,  without  demerit,  without  conviction  of 
any  crime  and  guilt,  the  like  whereof  is  not  done 
to  the  grossest  of  ill-doers.  8.  This  sentence  is 
drawn  out  not  against  one  person  or  two,  but 
against  all  the  presbyterian  ministers  in  the 
kngdom,  a  very  few  onlv  excepted ;  and  the 
number  being  so  great,  makes  the  practice  to  be 
without  a  parallel  or  precedent  in  any  reformed 
church.  8.  The  acts  carry  not  only  a  confine- 
ment of  our  persons,  (wnich  is  hard  enough 
measure,)  but  a  confinement  of  our  ministry, 
the  imprisonmeut  whereof  should  be,  and  is 
sadder  to  us  nor  any  bondage  or  suffering  our 
persons  can  be  brought  under,  because  hereby 
the  propagation  of  the  gospel  is  obstructed.  8. 
And  we  are,  to  the  grief  of  our  hearts,  bound 
up  from  the  discharge  of  these  duties  we  owe  to 
our  nrntionml  cburcb,  by  virtue  of  the  relation 
w  stMod  in  thereto,    S,  We  are  deprived  not 


not  to  be  gone  into;  and  so  it  came  to  be 
the  subject  of  reasoning.  When  thej  viewed 


only  of  all  benefit  of  mutual  oimverse,  either  in 
the  exercise  of  doctrine  and  diaciptine  in  presby- 
teries, but  also  in  more  {nivate  communion  with 
one  another,  for  mutual  edification  and  strength- 
ening of  others*  hands,  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
All  which  evils  are  so  much  the  more  grieTooi 
to  us,  as  they  are  trysted  at  such  a  time,  when 
papists  and  quakers  are  ao  vicoToasly  dririu 
on  their  designs,  without  at  all  being  confiDed, 
or  any  real  or  effectual  restraint  put  upon  then, 
to  the  obstructing  of  such  in  their  work,  which 
we  may,  without  hesitation,  call  the  works  of 
darkness.  4.  Though  we  know  the  oonfioe- 
ment  will  put  no  stain  upon  na  in  the  accoont 
of  many  precious  people  in  the  land,  yet  the 
nature  and  tendency  or  the  punbhment  in  itsdf, 
is  weakening  of  the  necessary  reputation  ud 
authority  of  ministers  of  Christ  among  the  pea* 
pie,  in  Uiat,  by  the  same  breath,  minUtersan 
permitted  and  allowed  to  preach,  and  yet  sea- 
tenced  as  evil-doers :  and  as  thia  is  the  proper 
and  native  tendency  of  the  deed,  uade^fiuUk 
will  be  found  not  a  little  to  embolden  the  mere 
stubborn,  loose,  and  licentious,  to  oast  at  oor 
ministry,  when  with  freedom  we  shall  spok 
against  their  sin ;  all  which  evila  cannot  bot 
prove  obstructive  to  the  thriving  and  propaga* 
tion  of  the  gospel,  as  said  is.  5.  As  these  who 
are  appoint^  to  make  choice  of  parishes  to  Uw 
in,  so  all  theae  who  are  confined  to  parishes  ts 
preach,  viz.  all  such  as  get  not  a  call  from  th« 
people,  who,  we  suppose,  will  prove  the  greatnrt 
number,  wiU  be  exposed  to  far  greater  difficoltici 
and  sufferings,  than  formerly,  being  forced  is 
leave  the  place  of  their  present  aetUemcnt, 
whether  among  friends  or  acquaintances,  m 
where  the  place  of  their  interest  is,  or  when 
they  had  fallen  providentially,  upon  the  way  sf 
using  some  lawful  means  for  the  maintenanos  sf 
their  families,  and  forced  to  go  to  plaoea  wbos 
they  are  deprived  of  all  these  advantages. 

7.  The  declaration  in  the  close  of  the  first  act, 
will  prove  a  grievous  and  disquieting  stroks  Is 
the  peaceably  disposed  pecmle  of  the  kingdosD, 
who  have  been  no  less  longing  for  their  pasten, 
nor  these  to  whom  the  favour  is  eatendeo,  whca 
by  it  they  shall  see  all  hopes  cot  ofl^  of  cwr 
recovering  them  again. 

8.  We  will  not  fall  on  a  particular  oonsideratka 
of  the  rules  of  the  second  art,  only,  besides  that 
there  is  a  framing  and  making  of  rules,  fonBeriy 
ecclesiastical,  proper  to  churdi  judicatories,  em 
imposed  on  us  by  the  council,  which  we  eaaaat 
approve  of  except  we  would  renounce  our  prindh* 
pies,  every  one  of  them  carries  sad  grievanots 
alongst  with  them,  both  to  ministers  and  pe^ds^ 
and  all  of  them  appear  to  be  framed  in  nivoan 
of  the  conformed  party,  and  to  the  disadvantags 
both  of  ministers  and  people  of  preabytorian  pcf^ 
suasion,  and  some  of  them  will  prove  verr 
obKtructive  even  to  the  thriving  of  the  Kond, 
and  a  ready  mean  for  driving  of  tender  Chnswas 
upon  the  precipice  of  a  total  sepuration,  of  ana- 
baptism,  quakerism,  &c.  And  the  aeooiid  rek, 
enjoining  the  communion  to  be  given  by  all  la 
one  diocese,  in  one  and  the  aame  davt  as  It  is  a 

\  >»ad  vr«V*>>^nA2i'<i««  «n  CMos&Anclni^  the  dliffsrait  ( 
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rrowly,  and  found  it  a  complaint 
e  drawers  reckoned  gravaminous, 
ivsenting^  of  which  to  the  council, 
iners  resolved  to  comply  with  the 
,  the  meeting  divided  upon  it,  and 
it  some  warmth.  The  unclear 
Mnplained  they  were  disappointed, 
laper  was  but  a  smooth  way  to 
rd  ministers,  who  were  clear,  to 
;hes :  and  the  brethren  who  were 
the  indulgence,  complained  that 
ide  would  not  join  with  them  in 
y  against  what  both  reckoned 
le  manner  of  granting  the  indul- 
le  ministers  who  continued  oppo- 
indulgence,  alleged  their  brethren 
to  accept,  might  testify  against 
1  it,  the  best  way  they  could ;  but 
not  join,  because  they  were  un- 
ith  the  whole  of  the  indulgence, 
ers  who  were  not  straitened  as  to 
in  general,  but  only  as  to  some  cir- 
t,  complained  that  their  brethren 
cur  with  them  in  testifying  against 
agreed  with  them  to  be  evil. 
1  were  willing  to  testify  jointly 
,  against  what  evils  appeared  in 


on  of  parishes,  it  is  alto^her  im- 
All  which  things  if  it  were  not  to 
isness,  we  would  clearly  make  out ; 
ieh  at  least  may  be  palpable  to  all,  is 
the  whole  draught  inToWes  us  in  a 
with,  or  at  least  interpretative  subjec- 
lianismt  so  the  fiflh  and  last  rules,  but 
le  fifth,  thrusts  us  under  a  direct  and 
ection  and  subordination  to  prelacy, 
our  known  and  avowed  judgment, 
ippose,  contrary  to  his  majesty's 
m  indulgence,  which  is  to  permit  the 
IS  the  exercise  of  their  ministry,  with 
n  of  their  principles,  and  freedom  of 
lents,  otherwise  it  can  be  no  indul- 
d  it  is  not  a  little  grievous  to  us,  that, 
h  rule,  the  keys  of  our  prisons  should 
oar  prelates'  hands  only,  by  which 
leing  straitened  by  our  principles  for 
plication  to  the  bishop  for  any  such 
confinement  becomes  in  effect  abso- 
erpetual,  and  so  attended  with  the 
iMiveniences  that  may  befall  a  man 
Is  interests,  or  dearest  relations,  or 
leerns  in  a  world. 

ill  not  mention  how  this  way  is  dis- 
the  most  part  of  serious  professors, 
itand  their  principles,  and  adhere  to 
vcmment  of  the  church  of  Christ  in 
ml  we  may  notice  that  the  peremp- 
lod  command,  given  to  sheriffs  and 
,  to  inquire  how  the  ministers,  coo- 
allowed  to  preach,  do  observe  the 


the  indulgence,  providing  all  would 
stand  oat,  and  not  accept 

Several  meetings  were  spent  upon  these 
debates,  without  much  conviction  upon 
either  side.  Their  last  meeting  was  De- 
cember 23rd,  and  they  could  come  to  no 
agreement:  those  who  remained  averse  from 
the  indulgence  still  insisting,  that  no  paper 
which  could  be  given  into  the  state,  would 
be  a  sufficient  salvo  from  homologating  the 
magistrate's  encroachment ;  and  that  a  joint 
refusal  of  the  favour  proposed  with  such 
limitations,  was  the  only  method  to  preserve 
unity  among  presbyterians.  Neither  were 
the  ministers  who  had  freedom  to  fell  in 
with  the  indulgence,  of  one  mind,  as  to  all 
the  expressions  in  Mr  Cunningham's  paper; 
and  so  it  was  laid  aside.  A  considerable 
number  of  the  ministers  named,  did  enter 
into  their  churches  where  they  had  been 
formerly,  and  others  upon  a  call,  where  the. 
congregation  was  vacant,  upon  consent  of 
the  ministers  in  the  bounds.  And  since  all 
hope  of  joint  testimony,  against  what  was 
gravaminous,  was  lost,  many  did  give  it  from 
pulpit  at  their  first  entry  into  their  respective 
parishes;  and  declared  they  did  not  homo- 


mles,  shows  that  the  ministers  who  fsil  in  the 
due  and  peremptory  obedience  to  the  foresaid 
rules,  and  other  acts  made  anent  outed  and  in- 
dulged ministers,  will  be  undoubtedly  censured 
according  to  their  rapposed  demerits,  in  contra- 
vening the  canons  and  former  acts;  nnd  we, 
being  straitened  In  oor  conscience  to  give  obe- 
dience to  these  canons,  judge  it  will  oe  bnt  a 
further  provoking  of  the  magistrate,  prejudicial 
to  the  people,  and  not  a  little  hurtful  to  ourselves, 
to  step  in,  and,  within  •  short  time,  to  be  thrust 
out  again  for  our  contravention. 

Having  thus,  in  my  singleness  of  heart,  and 
(we  trust)  without  any  just  ground  of 
offience,  given  Uiis  short  and  sober  represen- 
tation of  some  of  the  many  grievances  that 
straiten  us  in  this  matter,  for  removing 
whereof  we  most  humbly  supplicate,  that 
the  most  honourable  lords  of  bis  majesty's 
privy  council,  will  be  pleased  simply  to  take 
off  all  former  penal  statutes  and  restralnU 
put  upon  our  persons  and  ministry,  that  we 
and  all  other  our  outed  brethren  may  have 
access  to  our  former  charges,  and  other  con- 
gregations,  as  the  Lord  shall  grant  the  op- 
portunity of  a  free  call  from  the  people,  and 
that  we  may  have  free  liberty  to  meet  with 
our  fellow-presbyters  of  our  judgment,  for 
the  free  exercise  of  discipline,  and  for  trying 
and  licensing  qualified  persons,  and  that  our 
ministry  may  not  be  burdened  with  after- 
Imposition  in  the  matters  of  Christ,  and  we 
shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

2d 
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1/S79  logate  the  Erastiaii  power  in  the 
council's  acts,  or  the  ecclesiastical 
sapremacy  exercised  hj  the  kin^.  Some  of 
them,  particalarlj  Mr  Wm.  Weir,  formeily 
minister  at  Linlithgow,  and  now  in  Wesi- 
Calder,  had  libels  formed  against  them,  and 
fell  under  no  small  difficulties  upon  this 
account,  as  we  may  afterwards  hear. 

This  is  as  £ur  a  representation  of  matter 
of  fiict,  as  I  could  gather  from  the  papers  I 
have  seen  on  both  sides.  And,  upon  the 
whole,  I  must,  with  regret,  observe,  that 
presbyterians,  who  before  this  had  been  very 
much  of  a  piece,  did  now  divide;  and  the 
scar  of  this  wound  is  yet  continuing  among 
us.  The  gentry,  and  not  a  few  of  the  most 
knowing  in  the  west  country,  were  glad  that 
ministers  had  the  freedom  to  fidl  in  with 
this  indulgence,  that  they  might  have  the 
benefit  of  ordinances  dispensed  by  them: 
yet  connderable  number  of  the  common 
people,  from  different  reasons  and  views, 
were  not  so  much  satisfied.  Severals  of 
them  were  taught  to  believe,  and  uige  a 
position,  in  itself  of  most  dangerous  conse- 
quences, that  it  is  unlawful  to  hear  a  minister 
who  was  guilty  of  fiiilures  in  his  entry  upon 
ministerial  work,  or  mistakes  in  his  manage- 
ment of  it  I  wish  the  remains  of  this 
dangerous  position  may  be  entirely  out  from 
among  us ;  but  it  was  inculcate  at  first  more 
privately,  and  in  some  years  more  publicly, 
till,  as  we  shall  hear,  considerable  numbers 
cast  both  at  the  doctrine  and  sacraments  of 
the  indulged.  Upon  the  first  indulgence,  I 
have  given  a  short  view  of  the  state  of  the 
arguments  pro  and  con,  upon  this  subject, 
and  I  do  not  love  to  rake  among  the  ashes 
of  this  burning.  In  a  word,  such  who  fell 
in  with  this  liberty  now  granted,  said,  it  was 
undoubtedly  lawful  to  enter  into  a  place, 
and  their  work  there,  when  iniquitously  put 
from  it,  and  their  restraint  was  taken  off: 
that  they  took  the  good  in  the  liberty,  and 
meddled  not  with  the  evil  in  it;  against 
which  they  were  most  willing  to  have  testi- 
fied, but  ikeir  brethren  would  not  concur. 
The  other  side  urged,  there  was  more  in  the 
indulgence  than  a  mere  taking  off  of  the 
restraint,  that  the  acts  doing  so  were  highly 
Erastian,  and  the  taking  the  benefit  of  them, 
and  urging  them  (as  in  the  case  of  people's 


paying  of  stipend)  a  pneticid  approbation  of 
them:  that  the  renwfil  of  tlie  r«Btraiat  is 
only  conditional,  and  a  real  baigam  aospend- 
ed  upon  their  behaviour,  and  nae  making  of 
the  limitatioM,  aet  second;  thai  they  oouU 
not  j<Hn  in  a  testimony  where  they  were  of 
opinion,  at  least  as  to  thoir  own  prsctioe, 
that  the  going  into  the  aooeptanoe  of  the 
indulgence  was  sinfiiL  In  shorty  they  urged, 
that  the  divisions  following  upon  their 
brethren's  aooeptanoe,  would  be  more  to  the 
hurt  of  the  common  interest,  than  the  ezer- 
oise  of  their  ministry  could  balance :  aad 
that  in  their  ofHnion,  the  accepters  woaU 
be  to  blame  for  the  ill  consequences,  bectme 
a  positive  duty  in  many  cases  might  be  for 
borne  without  sin,  but  a  thing  sinful  en 
never  be  gone  inta  These  debates  are  at 
length  enou^  handled  in  the  History  of 
Indulgence  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Review 
of  it,  and  Balm  firom  Gilead  upon  the  other. 
Whatever  disputes  there  were  at  thii 
time  among  presbyterian  ministers  upon  tkb 
head,  and  different  sentim^itB,  yet  I  camiot 
find  that  those  that  were  in  their  judgncot 
against  accepting  of  the  indulgence,  did 
think  the  accepting  of  it  any  ground  of 
separation :  so  &r  were  they  from  this,  that 
they  heard  them  preach,  wished  them  all 
success  in  their  labours,  preached  with  then 
as  they  had  opportunity,  and  bare  burden 
witii  them  under  all  their  pressures  and  dif- 
ficulties. Some  people,  indeed,  influenced  bj 
ministers  in  Holland,  blamed  the  ministen, 
who  had  freedom  to  fall  in  with  this  Ubertj, 
for  unfaithfulness,  and  acting  unanswerably 
to  their  own  light,  in  not  preaching  against 
the  indulgence,  and  the  ministers  who 
accepted  of  it :  but  this  did  not  trouble  them 
much.  They  were  persuaded  every  point 
of  truth  ought  not  to  be  brought  to  the 
pulpit  at  all  times.*  They  considered  there 
are  8a3rings  even  disciples  cannot  bear :  and 
though  they  themselves  could  not  come  op 
their  brethren's  length  in  point  of  practice, 
they  saw  no  reason  from  this,  publicly  to 
stage    and  condemn  them.     If  there  was 


*  This  ie  a  yiew  of  the  matter  ezeeedine^ 
convenient  for  a  sufferiDg  time,  and  ao  acrectbte 
to  corrupt  nature,  as  to  require  very  litUf  IHa>- 
tration.— £'r/. 
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nr&  in  what  they  had  done^  of  which  they 
poold  Bot  ftnrther  judge,  than  as  fiur  as 
Nmeemed  tbrir  own  practice,  they  reckoned 
heir  refusal  a  saflicient  evidence  they  were 
lot  ooncemed  in  it ;  and  when  they  were  at 
k  pcHOt  in  those  things,  what  could  they 
vapooe  to  themseWes  in  preaching  against 
he  indulgence,  but  the  raising  a  flame? 
specially  since  they  were  persuaded  it  was 
bflty  in  them  and  Uie  people  to  join  with 
iidr  brethren,  and  whereunto  they  had 
ittained  to  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  mind 
Iw  same  things.  Happy  had  it  been  for 
Us  poor  church,  if  ministers  and  people 
loder  different  practices  had  remained  unit- 
id»  and  had  kept  by  their  first  wajrs:  but  in 
MNne  years  matters  altered  rery  much,  and 
leople  who  ought  to  have  been  learners, 
nt  op£orteacher8,yea,  they  turned  managers 
md  directors  to  ministers;  and  ere  all  was 
kme^  some  of  them  offered  rules  and  pre- 
wriptions,  even  as  to  the  matter,  subjects, 
nd  the  yery  text  they  would  have  preached 
qion.  At  the  beginning,  their  attempts 
ihia  way  were  neglected,  and  ministers  pitied 
Jieniy  considering  the  darkness  and  difficulty 
if  the  times,  but  they  would  not  encourage 
Jbem  in  the  least  Aiterwards  indeed,  when 
«▼€  cooled  among  ministers,  and  parties 
aame  to  some  greater  heights,  some  few 
uoisters,  as  may  be  afterwards  noticed,  fell 
o  with  these  people,  and  acted  entirely 
inder  their  direction;  and  then  the  flame 
voke  out  terribly.  So  much  for  this  second 
adnlgence ;  the  occasional  effects  of  it,  and 
jhe  difficulties  attending  it,  will  fidl  in  in  the 
pffogiess  of  this  book. 

CHAP.  vin. 

W  THE  STATE   AFfD  SUFFERINGS  OF  PRESBY- 
TERIANS  DURING   THE  YEAR    1673. 

lfi7T  The  persecution  of  presbjrterians  for 
some  years  now  runs  much  in  the 
Sonner  channel;  the  difficulties  of  ministers 
md  people  continue  on  the  account  of  con- 
renticles,  and  the  hardships  of  the  ministers 
who  accepted  of  the  second  indulgence,  were 
not  small.  I  shall  not  then  subdivide  this 
year,  but  take  a  view  of  the  most  consider- 
able hardships  prcsbjrterians  fell  under,  in 


the  order  of  time,  as  much  as  I  oan 
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reach  it,  and  at  the  dose  I  shall 
hint  at  a  few  particuhurs,  which  come  not 
in  upon  those  generals.  The  thread  of  the 
managers'  procedure  against  ministers  in- 
dulged and  not  indulged,  and  conventicles, 
is  so  mixed,  that  I  shall  not  essay  to  separate 
them;  only  the  treatment  of  some  particular 
ministers  may  be  considered,  after  I  have 
gone  over  the  more  general  accounts. 

This  second  indulgence,  as,  for  a  season, 
it  was  attended  with  no  small  difficulties  to 
such  as  accepted  of  it,  so  it  was  followed 
with  harsh  enough  treatment  of  the  rest  of 
the  outed  ministers,  who  could  not  involve 
themselves  in  what  i^tpeared  dubious  to 
them.  Lauderdale  took  it  very  ill,  that  all 
the  ministers  who  were  confined,  and,  as 
appeared  to  them,  imprisoned  in  the  parishes 
formerly  specified,  did  not  obey  and  cheers 
fully  accept  But  these  worthy  men  durst 
not  bind  up  themselves  in  their  Master's 
woric,  and  were  in  no  great  difficulty  to 
determine  themselves  whether  they  should 
obey  God  or  man. 

When  duke  Hamilton  came  into  Edin- 
bui^h  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the 
council  were  fond  to  know  the  success  of 
their  indulgence  in  the  west.  It  is  said,  the 
duke  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  had  the 
liberty  been  generally  gone  into  by  presby- 
terian  ministers,  it  would  have  gone  fiur  to 
have  quieted  the  country  entirely :  but  he 
represented  that  there  was  a  considenible 
party  who  did  oppose  it,  and  so  he  doubted 
much  if  it  would  answer  its  end :  and  he 
named  some  ministers,  whom  he  termed 
sticklers  against  it,  as  Messrs  Moncrief, 
Campbell,  Fleming,  ELirkton,  and  others  we 
shall  presently  meet  with.  Whereupon  the 
council  resolved  to  force  them  to  their  con- 
finements.* 

All  the  outed  ministers  in  Edinbuigh, 
March  7th,  are  by  the  council  ordered  to 


•  This  was  an  evil  that  necessarily  flowed 
from  the  indulgence,  and  it  showed  great  want 
of  consideration  in  those  who  took  it,  and  were 
doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  doing  so,  as  many 
of  them  were,  that  they  overlooked  this  very 
momentous  circumstance,  and  thus  became  in- 
strumental in  forwarding  the  afflictions  of  their 
more  conscientious  brethren.— >£tf. 
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leave  the  town,  and  to  remove  at 
the  diBtaoee  of  five  miles  round  it ; 
unless  they  presently  give  bond  not  to  keep 
conventicles.  This  the  managers  well  knew, 
was  equal  to  a  banishing  them  the  town  and 
five  miles  round  it    March  12th,  the  coun- 
cil came  to  be  a  Uttle  more  severe :  former 
citations  had  been  given,  and  that  day  the 
most  part  of  the  outed  ministers,  who  had 
not  entered  their  confinement,  were  called 
before  the  council.    There  compeared  Mr 
George   Wauch,   Mr   Robert   Young,  Mr 
James  Kirkton,  Mr  James  Donaldson,  Mr 
Robert  Lockhart,  Mr  Matthew  M*Kail,  Mr 
Patrick  Anderson,  Mr  Alexander  Barton, 
Mr    James    Hamilton,    and    Mr  William 
Thomson.     They  were  challenged  for  not 
entering  their  confinements  in  September 
last     Some  gave  one  reason,  some  another, 
according  to  their  different  circumstances. 
The  council  took  a  general  order  with  them 
all ;  and  considering  that  the  weather  was  ill, 
and  the  roods  bad  at  this  time,  appoint  them 
to  enter  their  confinements  by  the  first  of 
June,  under  the  pain  of  being  appreheuded 
as  despisers  of  his  majesty's  authority;  and 
give  orders  to  the  king's  forces,  the  sheriffs, 
and  all  magistrates,  to  seize  them  wherever 
they  can  be  found,  if  so  be  they  obey  not 
this  appointment     The  absents,  who  when 
called  did  not  compear,  were  Messrs  Robert 
Maxwell,  John  Law,  William  Weir,  Andrew 
Morton,    James    Walkiushaw,    Alexander 
Jamieson,  James  Wallace.     Excuses  were 
made  for  some  of  them,  and  the  diet  of  all 
the  absents  continued.      Such  who  were 
present  generally  thanked  the  council,  when 
called  in,  for  the   time  allowed  them  to 
consider  upon  this  affair  until  June  1st,  and 
promised   to   advise  the   matter  with    all 
seriousness.    One  of  them  differed  a  little 
from  the  rest  in  his  circumstances,  and  his 
carriage  before  the  council  made  some  noise. 
This  was  Mr  Robert  Young,  a  very  worthy 
minister  in  Perthshire,  who  had  been  very 
imperiously  turned  out  by  bishop  Sharp. 
When  he  came  in  before  the  council,  he 
complained  he  had  been  most  iniquitously 
turned  out  of  his  charge  by  bishop  Sharp. 
The  bishop  had  taken  upon  him  to  depose 
Mr  Young  by  a  sentence  passed  in  his  own 
chamber,  oue  minister  only  being  with  him 


there,  and  whether  his  oonient  was  asked  or 
given  the  complainer  did  not  know.    Frcm 
this  sentence  Mr  Yoong  appealed  to  the 
privy  oouncily  and   begg<ed  their  lordships 
would  consider  the  wrong  done  him ;  and 
required  the  bishop  who  was  present,  being 
in  this  affiiir  a  party,  might  be  removed  when 
this  cause  was  discussed.     The  bishop  rose 
up,  and  alleged,  Mr  Young  had  been  orderiy 
and  justly  deposed  by  him  and  the  synod  of 
Fife.     Mr  Young  offered  upon  his  peril  to 
prove  by  the  date  of  the  sentence,  that  he 
was  deposed  before  the  synod  met;  and  if 
the  bishop  had  caused  insert   his  illegil 
sentence,  after  it  was  passed,  in  the  leoordi 
of  the  synod,  that  was  what  he  could  not 
help.    Mr  Young  was  removed  a  little,  and 
when  called  in,  the  chancellor  signified  to 
him,  that  it  was  the  council's  pleasure,  he 
should  go  to  his  confinement  against  the 
1st  of  June.    He  answered,  he  was  sony 
such  a  sentence  was  passed  upon  him,  for  no 
other  reason  but  their  pleasure,  and  hnmUj 
protested,  that  it  might  not  prejudge  him  of 
reparation  firom  the  wrong  done  to  him  bj 
the  bishop;  and  further  protested,  thst  his 
obedience  to  the  council's  pleasure  shooU 
not  involve  him  in  any  approbation  of  tbe 
complex  act  of  indulgence. 

While  the  ministers  are  thus  dealt  with, 
further  to  balance  the  indulgence,  and  gntifj 
the  prelates,  April  2d,  the  council  emit 
another  proclamation  against  oonventides^ 
which  is  annexed,  in  a  note.*     The  rigour 


*  Proclamation  against  conventicles,  AprU  %it 
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Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith ;   to  macen,  or 

meesengRrs  at  arms,  oar  sheriffs  in  that  part,  ooo- 
juDctly  and  severally,  specially  oonatitate  greet- 
ing :  forasmuch  as  by  several  laws  and  acts  of 
parliament,  and  speclallf  by  the  5th  act  of  the 
2d  session  of  this  current  parliament,  all  onwar* 
rantable  meetings  and  conventiclea,  either  in 
houses  or  in  the  fields,  upon  pretence  of  rdigien 
and  religious  exercises,  are  prohibited  and  dis- 
charged, under  certain  great  pains  and  penaltica; 
which  act  hitherto  hath  not  received  taat  obedi- 
ence which  was  due  thereunto,  in  reypod  tlie 
lords  of  our  pri^  council,  the  sheriffii  of  sbirei, 
and  other  judges  to  whom  the  execution  thevvof 
is  committed)  have  not  had  that  informatioa 
from  the  heritors,  in  whose  liounda  these  eon- 
ven tides  were  kept,  and  others,  wbic4i  wm 
necessary,  that  the  persons  guilty  might  be  pro- 
ceeded against  according  to  law  :  and  se^og  irs 
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of  it  is  plain  enough  withont  remarks.  The 
blame  of  the  nonexecution  of  the  former 
acti  against  presbjrterians,  is  hiid  upon  heri- 
tors not  giTing  information  against  conven- 
ticles, which  I  suppose  many  did  not  reckon 
themselres  obliged  to  do.  To  convince 
them  of  what  the  council  makes  to  be  their 
duty,  they  declare,  the  execution  of  the  5th 
act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  is  of 
great  ooncemment  to  religion.  Thus,  **  ihe 
days  are  come  when  the  disciples  must  be 
put  out  of  the  synagogues,  yea,  when  who- 
soever killeth  them  thinketh  he  doth  God 
good  service ;  and  these  things  are  done, 
because  they  knew  neither  the  Father  nor 
the  Son."    Further,  the  council  declare  it 


are  folly  reiolved  to  use  all  possible  means  for 
*ff>'''"g  the  said  effectual,  being  of  great  conoem- 
mcnt  to  religion,  aiid  the  |M>ace  of  thlA  cburcb 
and  kingdom :  and  it  being  the  dutv  of  all  oar 
gomi  Ka^ects,  not  only  to  give  obedience  to  our 
laws,  by  their  own  peaceable  and  orderly  deport- 
ment, but  likewise  in  these  places  where  they 
have  power  and  interest,  to  use  their  endeavours 
Ibr  preventing  and  suppressing  sudi  unwarrant- 
able and  disonlerly  prartices,  as  conventicles  are, 
Mng  so  far  contrary  to  law,  and  destructive  of 
the  public  peace ;  and  in  order  thereto  to  give 
timous  notice  of  any  such  meetings  kept  wiUiin 
tbcir  bounds,  when  the  same  comes  to  their 
knowledge.  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  we  charge 
you  stnutlyand  command,  that,  incontinent 
these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass,  and  in  our  name 
and  authority  command  and  charge  all  heritors, 
lUorsntcrs,  and  proper  wadsetters  of  lands  in 
this  kingdom,  to  be  careful  that  no  bouse  or 
Add  conventicle,  upon  pretence  of  or  for  reli- 
ciMHi  exercise  or  worship,  be  kept  within  the 
Doonda  of  the  respective  lauds  belonging  to  them; 
and  in  case  any  shall  be  kept  in  any  part  of  their 
lands,  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  notice  thereof, 
tbat  tbey  immediately  give  information  of  the 
same,  of  the  persons  present  thereat,  and  other 
circumstances  thereof  so  far  as  consists  in  their 
knowledge,  to  one  of  our  privy  counsellors,  or  to 
the  sheriff  of  the  shire,  Stewart  of  the  stewartry, 
lord  or  bailie  of  the  regality  or  ro3ralty,  or  their 
deputes,  within  whose  Jurisdiction  the  lands  or 
booaea  where  the  conventicle  was  kept,  do  lie ; 
eerti^ing  such  heritors,  and  others  foremUd,  who 
shall  know  of  any  conventicles  kept  upon  any 
part  of  their  lands,  or  in  any  houses  therein,  and 
shall  not  discover  the  same,  and  what  they  know 
thereof^  to  the  sherifis  and  other  magistrates 
aforsaaid,  or  their  deputes,  within  the  space  of 
three  days  after  the  same  comes  to  their  Know- 
ledge, that  they  shall  be  fined  for  each  conventicle 
not  ddstited  by  them,  in  the  fourth  part  of  the 
yearly  valoedTrent  of  the  whole  lands  belonging 
to  them  in  heritage,  liferent,  or  proper  wadset, 
within  the  shire  where  the  conventicle  shall  be 
kept:  and  we  do  hereby  strictly  require  the 
sbiilffs  of  sheriffdoms,  Stewarts  of  stewartries, 
lords  and  bailies  of  regalities  or  royalties,  and 
their  deputes,  upon  delation  made  of  conventi- 
cles by  the  heritors,  or  information  given  by 


to  be  the  duty  of  all  good  subjects 
to  endeavour  to  bear  down  conven- 
ticles. This  involves  informers,  and  all 
active  cononrrers  for  the  prosecution  of  this 
act,  in  an  approbation  of  what  the  council 
do.  All  heritors,  wadsetters,  and  liferenters, 
are  required  to  inform  the  council,  or 
their  underworkers,  of  the  persons  present 
at,  and  circumstances  of  the  conventicle 
which  shall  be  kept  on  their  lands :  and  if 
they  do  it  not  within  three  days  after  it 
comes  to  their  knowledge,  they  are  to  be 
fined  in  the  fourth  part  of  their  yearly  rent 
for  each  conventicle  not  delated:  and  the 
sherifis  have  one-third  part  of  the  fine  for 
their  hire ;  and  the  informer  against  the 


any  other  persons  tbereanent,  to  proceed  to  the 
trial  thereof,  and  to  put  the  foresaid  act  of  par- 
liament to  due  and  vigorous  execution.  And 
we  do  hereby  authorize  and  require  the  sheriffs 
and  other  magistrates  foresaid  and  their  deputes, 
to  call  before  them  such  heritors,  liferenters,  aud 
proper  wadsetters,  who  shall  know  of  any  con- 
venticles kept  in  their  lands,  and  shall  not  dis- 
cover the  same  within  the  space  foresaid,  and 
(their  knowledge  thereof  being  proven  either  by 
their  own  oaths,  or  other  legal  probation,)  to 
inflict  upon  them  the  foresaid  fine,  whereof  one 
third  part  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  the  said 
judges,  another  third  part  to  the  person  who 
shall  give  information  concerning  these  heritors, 
and  a  third  part  thereof  to  be  uplifted  for  our 
use.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  if  the  said 
sheriffi,  and  other  judges  foresaid,  and  their  de- 
putes, shall  be  remiss  and  n^ligent  in  perform- 
ance of  their  duty  in  the  premises,  they  shall 
be  called  before  our  privy  council,  and  severely 
punishetl.  And  it  is  herebv  declared,  that  as 
for  any  conventicles  that  shall  happen  to  be  kept 
within  burghs  royal,  the  magistrates  of  the 
burghs  shall  be  liable  to  such  fines  for  every  such 
conventicle,  as  our  council  shall  think  fit  to  im- 
pose, and  that  the  master  or  mistress  of  the 
nouse  where  the  conventicle  shall  be  kept,  and 
tbe  persons  present  thereat,  shall  relieve  the 
magistrates,  as  our  coundl  shall  order  the  same, 
conform  to  the  foresaid  6th  act  of  the  2d  session 
of  this  present  parliament,  entitled  *'  act  against 
conventicles."  And  we  ordain  these  presents  to 
be  printed,  and  published  at  the  markeUcross  of 
Edinburgh,  and  at  the  market-crosses  of  the 
head-burghs  of  the  several  shires ;  and  that  like- 
wise the  sheriffs  and  other  magistrates  foresaid, 
and  their  deputes,  cause  intimate  the  same  at 
the  several  parish  churches  within  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions,  that  none  pretend  ignorance. 
The  which  to  do,  we  commit  to  you,  conjunctly 
and  severallv,  our  full  power,  by  thir  our  letters, 
delivering  them  by  you  duly  execute,  and  in- 
dorsed again  to  tbe  bearer. 

Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,   the 

second  day  of  April,  and  of  our  reign  the 

S5thyear,  1673. 

Al.  Gibson,  CL  $ecr,  Cancilii, 
Goil  save  the  fcing. 
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1A7^  beritor  who  did  not  inform,  is  to 
haye  another  third  part  In  this 
act  there  are  hardships  in  abundance,  and  a 
foundation  laid  for  terrible  oppression,  de- 
banching  the  oonntry  with  oaths,  and  many 
other  evils. 

A  letter  from  the  king^,  dated  April  29th, 
is  read  in  oonndl.  May  7th,  wherein  he 
acquaints  them,  that  the  states  of  the  United 
Provinces  now  at  war  with  him,  have  designs 
on  foot  to  raise  troubles  in  Scotland ;  and 
therefore  he  requires  them  to  suppress  con- 
venticles, and  secure  the  west  country.  What 
ground  there  was  to  suspect  such  who 
frequented  conventicles,  or  the  west  country, 
of  any  design  of  this  nature,  I  cannot  learn. 
None  of  the  king's  subjects  were  more  loyal, 
and  better  affected  to  his  government,  than 
they  were;  only  they  could  not  comply  with 
any  thing  contrary  to  their  conscience,  and 
reformation  rights :  but  I  am  apt  to  think, 
this  innuendo  came  mostly  from  Scotland, 
and  was  sent  up  to  court  by  the  enemies  of 
presbyterians,  as  many  gross  calumnies  and 
lies  were  in  this  period.  The  council,  in 
obedience  to  the  king's  desires,  write  letters 
to  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  the  earls  of  Eglin- 
ton  and  Cassils,  ordering  them  to  inquire 
into  conventicles  in  the  wc^st  country,  and 
send  accounts  of  them  to  Edinburgh ;  and 
particularly,  that  they  inform  themselves 
what  disaffected  persons  reside  among  them. 
When  the  29th  of  May  came  about  this 
year,  new  matter  offered  to  the  bishops  for 
their  appearing  in  council  against  presbyteri- 
an  ministers.  None  of  the  indulged  observed 
this  anniversary.  Some  few  indeed  preached 
that  day,  such  as  Mr  John  Spalding,  Mr 
John  Walbce,  Mr  William  Maitland;  but 
it  came  about  only  by  their  week-day's 
sermon  happening  upon  it  And  though 
they  preached,  yet  nothing  was  mentioned 
relative  to  the  solemnity  of  that  day.  June 
12th,  I  find  the  council  order  letters  to  be 
directed  against  ministers  indulged,  in  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  Lanark,  and  Kirkcudbright, 
who  have  not  kept  the  29th  of  May.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  most  part  of  them  compeared 
in  the  beginning  of  July.  I  shall  just  now 
take  notice  of  their  treatment,  if  once  I  had 
noticed  a  letter  which  comes  this  day  to  the 
councU,  which  had  no  small  influence  on  the 


rest  of  the  year.  How  this  letter  was  pro- 
cured, and  upon  what  fiews  it  was  sent, 
wiU  best  KpptBor  frmn  the  oonteBta  of  it 
Lauderdale  was  latdy  gone  up  to  London, 
and  within  a  littie  after  hit  anival,  this 
letter  comes,  dated  Whitehall,  May  31st, 
and  I  insert  it  here: 

«  Charles  R  Right  trusty,  &c  We 
are  informed  by  our  comnjisaioncr,  at  his 
return  thither,  of  the  way  agreed  upon  by 
you,  for  disposing  a  number  of  the  ooted 
ministers  to  certain  churches  in  the  west^ 
and  being  well  satisfied  with  it,  it  is  our 
pleasure  it  be  prosecuted;  and  that  all  sack 
of  these  ministers  who  have  hitherto  delayed 
to  give  obedience  to  it,  be  forthwith  dted 
to  appear  before  you,  and  required  to  repair 
to  the  said  ret^eetire  parishes^  and  to  abidU 
confined  there,  with  liberty  to  preadi  is 
those  parish  kirks,  and  of  receiving  their 
share  of  the  stipends  thereto  belonging 
conform  to  the  said  act 

**  And  if  any  of  them  shall  be  still  unwill- 
ing to  accept  of  that  fiivour  on  the  tenm 
upon  which  it  is  granted,  you  shall  not  at 
all  press  them  to  it ;  but  instead  of  thit» 
you  shall  require  them  either  to  give  suffi- 
cient assurance  of  their  forbcarii^  conven- 
ticles, and  going  to  church,  and  their  peace- 
able and  orderly  behaviour  in  the  plaea 
where  they  reside,  or  that  they  vrill  choose 
for  themselves,  each  of  them,  any  one  of 
those  parishes,  within  the  diocese  of  Gk^ 
gow,  which  are  contained  either  in  the 
former  or  latter  acts  of  indulgence,  for  the 
place  of  their  abode  and  confinement,  witb 
liberty  of  preaching  in  any  of  the  reflective 
parishes ;  and  if  they  will  not  choose  for 
themselves,  that  then  you  choose  lor  them, 
and  appoint  to  each  of  them  some  one  of 
these  parishes  for  their  residence  and  con- 
finement, as  you  shall  think  fit ;  requiring 
them  positively  to  repair  to  one  of  theae 
parishes  ii-ithin  a  certain  day,  under  the 
pain  of  a  more  severe  restraint,  which  we 
require  you  to  inflict 

**  You  shall  likewise  summon  before  yon 
all  the  outed  ministers,  to  whom  do  particu- 
lar parishes  were  assigned  by  the  late  set; 
and  command  them  in  the  same  manner, 
either  to  give  assurance  of  their  orderly 
living  M'hcre  they  are,  or  to  choose  each  o( 
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m,  one  of  the  same  parishes  where  they ' 
f  abide  uoder  confinement,  or  else  go  to 
h  as  you  shall  choose  for  them,  under 
same  penalties. 

*And  because  wo  are  informed,  that 
le  of  them  are  displeased  forsooth  with 
late  indulgence,  you  shall  secure  them 
II  the  fear  of  any  more  of  that  kind;  and 
them  know,  that  if,  after  aU  the  lenity 
d  towards  them,  they  shall  still  continue 
nctory  and  untractable,  we  will  employ 
'  utmost  power  for  the  securing  the  peace 
the  church  and  kingdom,  from  their 
ilioas  practices. 

'And  for  preserving  peace  and  order 
bin  th*e  diocese  of  Glasgow,  we  do  hereby 
■ire  and  authorise  you  to  give  a  com- 
■ion  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  earl  of 
ilithgow,  earl  of  Dumfries,  earl  of  Dunr 
laid,  and  president,  or  any  two  of  them, 
ii  full  power  to  them  to  put  in  execution 
I  laws  and  acts  of  council  made  anent 
voh  afiairs ;  and  to  make  constant  in- 
ry  from  time  to  time,  concerning  what- 
■ever  disorders  have  been,  or  may  be 
MBitted  in  any  parish  within  the  said 
•ete,  whether  planted  with  regular  min- 
■%  or  supplied  by  the  indulgence,  putt- 
ing delinquents  of  all  sorts  according  to 
r|  and  to  call  to  an  account  sherifib, 
lies  of  regalities,  and  bailiaries,  justices 
peace,  and  magistrates  of  towns,  within 
I  laid  diocese,  who  have  been  or  shall  be 
^igent  in  executing  the  power  given  them 
law  against  conventicles,  deserting  of 
Ib^  irregular  baptisms  and  marriages,  and 

disorders  of  that  kind;  with  power 
to  them  to  give  such  orders  to  our 

of  horse  and  foot,  quartered  in  those 
rts^as  they  judge  necessary,  for  executing 
I  nid  commission,  and  the  peace  of  the 
ntry :  and  this  power  to  be  given  to  the 
d  Imds,  with  a  sufficient  allowance  out  of 
r  revenue  for  a  clerk,  and  other  servants, 
1  incidental  charges,  as  they  shall  find 
ssMary;  and  you  are  to  call  for  a  par- 
olar  account  of  their  diligence  from  tiir  e 
time,  and  transmit  to  us." 
Upon  reading  of  this  letter,  the  council 
id  letters  to  the  noblemen  named  in  it, 
come  into  Edinburgh.    But  I  find  it  did 


not  please  all  the  members,  espe*  .^^^ 
dally  the  last  article  of  it;  and  so  a 
demur  is  made,  and  it  is  toward  the  end  of 
July  before  the  council  make  a  return  to  the 
king  upon  these  subjects.  I  shall  therefore 
take  in  here  the  prosecution  of  the  indulged 
for  their  not  keeping  the  29th  of  May,  with 
the  consequents  of  this,  being  in  order  of 
time,  before  the  council's  return  to  this 
letter. 

According  to  the  citation  given  to  the 
ministers  who  had  accepted  the  indulgence, 
many  of  them  compeared,  July  3d.  The 
bishops  did  most  violentiy  appear  against 
them  in  ooundL  Being  interrogate  by  the 
chancellor,  if  they  had  kept  the  anniversary 
appointed  by  the  act  of  parliament,  aU  of 
them  acknowledged  they  had  not  kept  it, 
and  some  of  them  gave  one  reason  of  their 
practice,  some  another.  Being  next  ques- 
tioned, what  they  would  do  in  time  to 
come;  they  answered,  as  they  had  con- 
certed, that  they  had  no  fr'eedom  in  their 
conscience  to  keep  any  anniversary  holy^ 
days  of  human  institution.  They  granted 
that  some  things  in  the  act  of  parliament 
were  softened,  and  the  word  h<dyday  taken 
out ;  yet  still  they  were  of  opinion  the  thing 
remained.  A  day  was  fixed  annually  for 
divine  service,  the  kind  of  worship  was  deter- 
mined,  and  cessation  frt>m  labour  required: 
so  that  to  them,  the  day  which  before  was 
appointed  to  be  a  holyday  by  the  first  act 
of  parliament,  was  still  the  same^  thou^ 
the  word  was  omitted ;  and  they  could  not, 
without  going  counter  to  their  own  light, 
observe  it  While  they  were  before  the 
oonncil,  a  most  unhappy  incident  fell  in, 
which  brooght  the  indulged  ministers  to  a 
great  difficulty,  and  one  of  them  to  his 
grave.  This  being  much  insisted  upon  both 
by  the  enemies  of  tibe  presbyterians,  and 
some  among  themselves  who  were  dissatis 
fied  with  the  indulgence,  it  is  necessary  to 
give  some  account  of  it,  from  the  papers 
come  to  my  hands. 

With  the  most  part  of  the  ministers  who 
came  before  them,  the  council  only  insisted 
upon  their  keeping  the  29th  of  May.  Yet, 
upon  what  reasons  I  know  not,  one  or  two 
of  them  when  called  in,  were  interrogated 
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107^  coDGerniiig  their  baptiiing  children 
in  the  parishes  of  conformists,  with- 
out testimoniids ;  and,  in  a  word,  whether 
they  had  kept  the  council's  instructions  sent 
them  with  their  acts  of  indulgence.  Being 
cited  before  the  council,  only  upon  the  keep- 
ing of  the  anniversary,  they  had  no  concert  as 
to  this ;  and  one  of  them  who  had  not  got 
his  instructions  sent  him,  when  interrogated* 
answered,  he  had  not  seen  the  instructions 
the  chancellor  spoke  of.  This  brought 
them  aU  upon  the  lock.  The  chancellor 
told  him,  that  had  been  a  neglect,  and  they 
should  all  see  them,  and  called  them  in, 
and  ordered  them  aU  to  attend  the  council 
on  the  8th  day  of  July,  that  they  might 
hear  their  sentence  for  not  keeping  the 
anniversary,  and  that  such  who  wanted 
might  get  copies  of  the  council's  instruc- 
tions. During  the  interval,  the  ministers 
met  frequently  among  themselves,  to  con- 
sult what  to  do  when  their  instructions 
came  to  be  read  and  offered  to  them.  The 
most  part  were  for  a  paper  by  way  of  a 
testimony,  declaring  their  sense  of  those 
encroachments  they  were  brought  under,  in 
the  best  terms  they  could  Ml  upon.  This 
was  drawn,  read,  and  reasoned  upon  at  full 
length.  In  the  issue,  they  came  to  put  it 
to  the  vote,  whether  it  should  be  signed 
and  presented  in  all  their  names,  or  only 
made  use  of  as  a  pattern  and  directory, 
according  to  which  each  of  them  should  ex- 
press themselves  when  before  the  council ;  or 
according  to  which,  one,  in  name  of  the 
rest,  should  deliver  the  mind  of  the  whole  ? 
Mr  George  Hutchison  and  some  others 
were  peremptorily  against  subscribing  the 
paper,  and  the  plurality  were  for  signing 
and  presenting  it  in  their  names :  yet  when 
they  considered  the  necessity  of  unity  in 
this  matter,  and  that  if  they  were  not  of 
one  mind,  it  would  do  more  hurt  than  good, 
they  came  all  into  this,  to  use  it  as  a 
directory ;  and  it  was  laid  upon  Mr  Hutchi- 
son to  speak  in  name  of  the  rest,  in  case 
the  instructions  were  presented  at  the  coun- 
cil-board to  them. 

Upon  the  8th  of  July,  the  ministers 
appeared  again  before  the  council ;  and  a 
decreet  passes  against  Messrs  John  Craw- 


ford, Anthony  Murray,  John  HamBtoo, 
Peter  Kid,  John  OUphant,  Jamet  Cnnie, 
John  Lawder,  James  Hntchisoii,  John  8ti^ 
Ung,  John  Baird,  William  Eodes,  Andrew 
Ddrymple,  John  Hutchison,  Robert  MiDer, 
Geoige  Ramsay,  G^eorge  Hntchbon,  Ralph 
Rogers,  John  Bell,  William  ToUidaff,  fining 
them  in  the  loss  of  half  their  stipend,  dor 
the  year  and  crop  1673,  for  their  not  keep- 
ing the  29th  of  May.  The  lords,  "finding 
that  some  of  the  allowed  ministers  want 
the  council's  instructions,  appoint  them  to 
be  delivered  coram  to  them,  that  none  pr^ 
tend  ignorance.''  The  method  of  this  wai, 
the  roll  of  the  ministers  was  gone  through, 
every  one  called  as  they  lay  in  order,  and 
asked  if  he  had  a  copy  <^  his  instmctioos : 
if  he  had,  he  was  dismissed;  if  not,  the  derk 
delivered  him  a  copy.  It  happened  Mr 
Geoige  Hutchison's  name  was  towards  the 
end  of  the  roll,  and  he  not  offering  to  speik 
what  ^'as  agreed  upon,  till  his  name  shouU 
be  called,  some- of  the  brethren,  before  him 
in  the  roll,  began  to  question  whether  he 
would  speak,  and  resolved  to  speak  for 
themselves.  Mr  Alexander  Blair,  ministtr 
of  Galston,  was  the  first  who  spoke ;  and 
when  the  clerk  delivered  him  the  paper, 
said,  "  My  lord  chancellor,  I  cannot  be  so 
uncivil  as  to  refuse  a  paper  offered  me  bj 
your  lordships,  but  I  ean  receive  no  instroo- 
tions  from  you,  for  regulating  the  exercise 
of  my  ministry;  for  if  I  should  receiTe 
instructions  from  you,  I  should  be  your 
ambassador."  The  chancellor  took  thii 
heinously  ill,  and  falling  into  a  great  passion, 
ordered  one  of  the  macers  to  keep  Mr 
Blair,  for  he  spoke  insolently.  Mr  Blair 
offered  to  explain  himself,  but  was  not  per- 
mitted. When  Mr  Hutchison  was  called 
in  the  roll,  he  spoke  some  things  to  qualify 
what  Mr  Blair  had  said,  and  discoursed 
"of  the  difference  between  the  civil  and 
church  government,  and  their  different  pow- 
ers, formal  and  objective,  intrinsic  and  ex- 
trinsic." What  he  delivered,  passed  without 
any  censure.  All  the  ministers  were  dis- 
missed save  Mr  Blair.  The  council  register 
as  to  him  bears,  **  Mr  Alexander  Blair  at 
Galston,  having  publicly  disowned  the  king 
and  council's  power  and  authority,  in  giving 
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lum  instmctioiii,  the  lords  ordain  him  im- 
mediately to  be  carried  to  the  tolbooth  of 
Edinbiuqph,  there  to  remain  till  further 
orders."  Aooording^ly  he  was  made  dose 
prisoner  till  December.  Upon  the  4th  of 
September  he  petitioned  the  council, ''  desir- 
ing he  might  be  Liberate^  and  signified,  that 
lie  was  informed  that  they  had  blamed  him 
for  not  giving  them  that  deference  he  ought 
to  have  given  them,  and  beggfed,  that  if  he 
bad  mistaken  in  style  and  form,  they  might 
impnte  it  to  his  being  unaccustomed  to  speak 
before  such  a  judicatory ;  but  he  could  not 
recede  from  the  matter  he  had  spoken." 
Una  petition  was  rejected.  In  NoTember, 
through  his  ill  treatment  in  prison,  he  sick- 
ened; and  December  4th,  I  find  **  Mr 
Alexander  Blair  allowed  by  the  lords  to  go 
to  a  house  in  Edinburgh  by  reason  of  his 
lickness,  upon  caution  given  for  him,  under 
the  penalty  of  5000  merks,  that  he  shall  re- 
enter in  a  month,  and  not  keep  conventi- 
des."  And  January  8th,  they  prorogate 
Us  liberty  another  fortnight ;  and  by  that 
time,  this  excellent  person  died,  in  much 
poy,  and  full  assurance  of  faith. 

When  Mr  Blair  was  imprisoned,  the  rest 
of  the  ministers  were  deeply  concerned 
ibout  him;  and,  as  I  am  informed,  met, 
ind  appointed  Mr  Hutchison,  and  some 
vith  him,  to  go  to  the  chancellor,  and  the 
vther  counsellors,  and  homologate  what  Mr 
Blair  had  said,  and  seek  favour  to  him. 
rhey  went  accordingly.  The  chancellor 
pretended,  it  was  not  the  matter  so  much 
■  the  manner  of  his  speaking  had  irritate 
hgBL  However  Mr  Blair  was  still  kept  in 
wiaon.  Mr  Hutchison  was  blamed  for  not 
speaking  at  first  what  had  been  concerted. 
3e  alleged  that  it  was  not  proper  for  him 
o  q>eak  till  he  was  called  upon.  It  is 
dain  their  measures  were  broke,  and  they 
B  some  confusion.  The  ministers  were 
eflected  on  in  papers  handed  about  at  this 
ime,  under  the  titles  of  **  Informations." 
rhe  reader  will  find  an  abstract  of  them, 
'  History  of  the  Indulgence,"  pp.  52,  53. 
Jpon  the  other  hand,  the  brethren  who  fell 
B  with  the  indulgence,  and  Mr  Hutchison 
n  particular,  were  vindicated  in  a  paper 
ailed, "  A  True  Narrative,"  which  not  being 
II. 


in  print,  I  have  annexed  it  in  a 
note.#    As  I  take  it,  this  is  the  ^^^' 
account  which  the  author  of  the  "  History 
of  the  Indulgence"  makes  remarks  upon, 

*  A  true  narrative  (iOfteerning  the  carnage  of  same 
mmistera  who  tgtpeared  JSfme  the  council  in 
Juhf  iaMf  written  in  aiuwer  to  a  friend  who 
detired  to  be  ir{formed  about  that  qfair,  and 
wheU  truth  and  faUehood  wot  in  that  paper 
scattered  up  and  down  among  iteojUe  concemtng 
the  same. 

Sir,  I  do  rtry  kindly  thank  you  for  the  newt 
you  sent  me  of  these  papers  ■catterrd  up  and 
down,  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  breth- 
ren, who  appeared  before  the  council  in  July 
las^  and  for  that  copy  of  one  of  them,  thooi^ 
yet  I  most  confess  that  the  subject  matter  is  sad, 
and  will  be  sad  to  those  who  are  chiefly  reflected 
upon  in  that  paper,  not  so  much  ( I  suppose  in 
charity)  upon  their  own  account  (whom  I  have 
known  for  many  years  with  serenity,  to  endure 
through  grace  such  assaults,)  as  upon  the  account 
of  this  poor  church,  and  remnant  in  it,  who  are 
broken  with  breach  upon  breach,  till  they  are 
become  a  contemptible  insignificant  company  to 
their  very  enemies,  and  put  out  of  a  capacity  (if 
sovereign  grace  prevent  it  not)  to  improve  a 
mercy,  were  it  put  in  their  hands :  but  I  forbear 
to  insist  upon  tois  subject,  which  is  one  of  the 
saddest  prognostics  we  do  groan  under  in  the 
times  that  pass  over  us;  and,  (in  compliance 
with  your  desir^  who  may  command  me  iu 
more  than  this,)  I  shall  offer  you  a  brief  narra- 
tive of  that  affair,  yet  with  an  eye  to  the  mis- 
takes in  the  paper  now  sent  me,  the  author 
whereof  seems  (I  shall  not  ssy  upon  any  mali- 
cious design,  and  intentionallv)  to  misrepresent 
the  brethnn,  and  that  he  hath  taken  his  infor- 
mation at  some  second  hand,  which  kind  of 
relations  are  seldom  just. 

It  is  true,  that  upou  Thursday,  July  So,  a 
considerable  number  of  ministers,  who  have 
obtained  liberty  from  the  magistrate  to  preach 
publicly,  without  hazard  of  that  legal  restraint 
under  which  they  lay  before,  did  appear  (being 
cited)  before  the  council,  to  answer  lor  their  not 
obeerving  the  29th  of  May.  It  b  not  easy  nor 
necessary  to  tell  what  was  said  to,  or  by  every 
one  of  them,  they  being  called  in  one  by  one : 
but  this  is  certain,  that  all  of  them  fexcept  two 
or  three,  who  were  dismissed  upon  tlieir  declar- 
ing they  had  preached  on  that  day  only,  because 
it  fell  to  be  their  lecture  day,  ^declaring  they  hail 
not  preached  on  that  day,  ana  did  agree  in  sub- 
stance upon  this  ground  of  their  lbrl>earauce, 
that  it  did  not  flow  from  any  dialoyiJty  or  dis- 
affection to  authority,  but  that  they  had  no 
freedom  to  observe  any  solemn  fixed  anniversary 
for  religious  worahip,  beside  the  Lord's  day. 
This  harmony,  in  the  conclusion,  and  in  private 
conference  about  the  way  of  giving  in  the  answer, 
did  open  a  refreshful  door  of  hope,  of  more  har- 
mony, and  a  better  understanding,  till  an  inci- 
dent which  lay  not  in  the  way  of  the  most  of 
them,  did  breed  very  troublesome  exercise.  For 
after  the  brethren  were  removed,  four  of  them 
were  called  in  together  upon  particular  sum- 
mons, for  baptizing  of  children  of  other  congre- 
gations ;  to  which,  among  other  legal  defences 
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.  .     p.  58,  &c  and  the  forementioned 

answers  to  that  history,  essay  to 

remoTe :  both  bein(r  in  print  J  say  no  more 

of  it    Upon  the  whole,  many  at  this  time 


(whereof  I  can  give  no  pjirticular  acrount,)  they 
gave  thia  anawer,  that  theae  acta  relating  to  that 
matter  were  nerer  intimate  to  them ;  upon 
whidi  they  were  told  by  my  lord  chancellor, 
that  they  ahould  get  them,  and  ao  they  were 
removed ;  and  all  the  brethren  were  citMi  by  a 
macer  at  the  council-door,  to  appear  on  Tueaday 
next.  In  the  interval  thev  did  meet  daily  almoat, 
to  consult  what  they  snonld  do  at  their  next 
appearance,  in  caae  these  acts  (calle<l  rules)should 
be  intimate  to  them:  a  paper  is  produced  by 
some  appointed  thereto,  (which  the  writer  of  the 
information  calls  a  testimony,)  but  it  was  only 
relative  to  the  inntnictionsor  rules,  with  a  touch 
of  their  reaaon,  for  the  not  olnwrving  the  89th  of 
May,  to  which  aflerword  was  prefixed  a  pretty 
large  Introduction  concerning  Christ*s  power 
in  and  over  his  own  church,  and  asserting  the 
magistrate's  just  right  about  ecclesiastical  amiira, 
as  ampl^  as  any  thing  Mr  Hutchison  spake, 
and  denied  him  no  more  when  it  was  finished 
than  he  denied  unto  him. 

The  information  tells  this  matter  very  suc- 
cinctly, they  resolve  on  a  testimony,  draw  it  up, 
&C.,  hut  had  the  informer  been  preaent,  or  (be- 
ing present)  resolved  to  deal  candidly,  he  would 
have  told  his  friends,  that  when  that  unqualified 
clause,  that  we  would  not  receive  from  the  magis- 
trate any  instructions  to  regulate  us  in  the  exer- 
dse  of  our  ministry,  was  read  in  the  first  draught 
of  the  paper ;  it  was  upon  Friday,  Saturday, 
Monday,  ( I  remember  not  if  upon  Tuesday  on 
the  forenoon  also,)  debated  against  by  several  of 
the  brethren  as  an  aimertion,  which  being  so 
generally  and  indistinctly  expressed,  would  not 
nold  water,  nor  be  found  agreeable  with  the 
word  of  God,  or  conceanions  even  of  our  own 
orthodox  and  anti-rrastian  divines,  concerning 
the  magistrate's  iu&t  right.  The  arguments /rro 
and  contra,  together  with  the  sliding  of  the  debate 
from  the  genera]  question,  (which  some  suppose 
was  determine«l  in  the  concessions  in  the  intro- 
ductory part  of  the  paper,  wherein  the  magis- 
trate's power  object!  velv  ecclesiastical  is  asserted) 
into  a  question  ctuicerning  the  magistrate's  ante- 
cedent Judgment,  &<^,  here  too  teiiious  to  repeat ; 
nor  is  it  needful,  seeing,  in  conclusion,  upon  the 
motion  of  so:ne  other  of  the  brethren,  than  those 
who  debated  agninnt  the  unlimiu-d  assertion, 
the  assertion  was,  with  common  consent,  so  far 
as  could  be  discerned,  thus  qualified,  that  we 
could  not  receive  trom  the  mngistrate  instruc- 
tions, ibrmally  and  intrinsically  ecclesiastical, 
to  regulate  us,  &c.,  and  was  also  transposed 
into  a  fitter  place  than  it  ntwid  in  the  first 
draught,  lliis  paper  thus  drawn  up,  the  infor- 
mation sa^-s,  that  they  could  not  agree  in  the 
presenting  of  it,  and  w  it  was  answered ;  thus 
ne  puts  a  wrong  fac«  upon  the  matter.  The 
ret  t«*rr  gesta  was  this  :  the  question  bring  put 
concerning  the  paper,  whether  it  should  be  made 
use  of  as  a  direction  when  they  should  be  called  to 
apeak  before  the  council,  (as  was  made  of  another 
paper  they  drew  concerning  the  89th  of  May,) 
or  if  it  Nhould  be  subscribed  by  all,  and  given  in  \ 


wished  the  miniaten  oonld  hare  centred 
in  a  plain  dedaratioa  against  the  encroach- 
ments made  npon  them,  and  they  judged 
this  was  the  season  of  iL     Had  it  been 


aa  their  answer  and  scoae  of  these  matters ;  tbf 
generality  were  indeed  for  the  aubacribing  of  it, 
others  not,  and  so  that  resolution  was  laid  aakir. 
llie  reasons  that  prevailed  with  aeverals  fer 
forbearance  of  subscribing  that  piqwr,  were  thor 
in  part :  Into.  That  beside  their  own  anclcanca 
for  it,  there  was  one  of  their  number  withdraws 
from  their  meeting  aince  the  'Tburaday.  about 
some  neceaaary  aflalrs,  who  had  dcdarvd,  that 
upon  reasons  ponderous  to  him,  he  was  not  fm 
in  his  mind  to  subscribe  any  such  paper  at  tbit 
time,  and  so  they  judge  it  not  safe,  but  prrjudi- 
cial  to  the  cause  and  unity,  to  break  bulk,  aod 
act  in  a  divided  way,  when  all  were  ready  to 
concur  in  the  matter,  though  they  diffipred  is 
the  form  and  manner ;  aud  how  iiKsouvenicatit 
was,  that  differences  about  the  manner  shoaU 
be  seen  in  public,  when  they  were  one  upon  tjbc 
matter,     ildo.  Had  they  been  free  to  aubacribi 
papers  at  that  time,  yet  they  could  not  look  umo 
that  paper,  as  it  wm»  hastily  ami  crudely  pat«M 
up,  as  beseeming  so  many  ministers  of  the  goapA 
to  give  in  to  the  states  aa  their  mature  ui 
formed  thoughts,  the  introduction  taking  ep 
near  the  half  of  the  paper,  and  the  reat  conceni- 
ing  the  instructions,  being  moatly  huddled  ap 
under  the  name  of  grievances,  and  but  a  vfrjr 
little  said  to  them  particularly;  and  therrfon 
the  draught  seeming  so  rude  and  so  indigestfd, 
they  were  unwilling  to  present  it,  aa  that  tbit 
was  to  be  a  stauding  thing  for  friends  and  fm 
at  home  and  abroad,  to  descant  upon  for  matter 
and  manner.    Stio.  There  lieing  such  a  clashiiy 
among  minibtet's  and  people,  some    being  far 
utter  refusal  of  any  benefit  of  the  late  Jiberlj, 
and  others  being  free  to  make  use  of  it,  havipg 
given  a  testimony  in  their  station,  and  thst 
paper  relating  only  to  these  instructions,  and  aot 
to  the  whole  cause,  they  could  not  but  forpMC 
that  the  giving  in  of  that  paper  would  be  louM 
on  as  a  testimony  ;  and  therefore  being  sn  defec- 
tive, relating  only  to  these  instructions,  and  nsC 
speaking  to  other  cases,  it  would  raise  gmtfr 
debates  and  higher  differences;  and  this  they 
were  confirmed  in,  when  a  brother  coming  in 
among  them  told  them  expressly,  that  testimonf 
(as  it  was  called)  was  (lefe«iive,  and  would  ds 
more  hurt  than  good,  exi.'ept  it  were  fuller,  yes. 
certifii'd   us  upon  good  gruunds,   that  if  tbsl 

Eaper  had  been  given  in,  more  tunguea  and  peia 
ad  beeu  awaked,  and  set  on  work  againHl  it, 
than  now  are  against  the  forbearance  of  it :  ia 
which  case,  albeit  I  could  have  heartily  wished 
a  full,  free,  general,  and  unanimous  testimony 
were  given,  yet  1  cannot  see  how  their  prudence 
can  be  blamed,  for  forbearing  that  which  woaM 
ceruinly  have  ministered  fuel  to  that  fire,  which 
is  like  (if  mercy  prevent  it  not)  to  consume  this 
poor  church,  and  may  ]>erhaps  bum  their  fingers 
who  are  so  eager  to  kindle  and  blow  at  it. 

It  is  true  (as  the  information  tells)  that 
thoughts  of  subscribing  the  paper  being  laid 
aside,  it  was  resolved,  that  one  should  be  month 
for  the  rest,  to  speak  the  aenae  of  theae  impost 
tions,  in  case  they  were  intimate  to  them,  hold- 
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ren,  probably  this  would  hare  prerented 
ich  of  the  stumbling  which  fell  in  after- 
irds.  These  who  were  formerly  averse 
on  the  indulgence,  were  confirmed,  and 


I  him  to  the  matter  agreMl  upon  in  the  paper ; 
1  the  man  (so  far  as  could  be  dincerned  in 
It  hiute,  they  beiofjf  immediately  to  dissolve 
•ir  meeting,  and  gu  to  the  council)  was  (by 
r  plurality)  agreed  upon  to  be  Mr  Hutchison, 
whom  the  informer,  as  he  seems  to  bear  but 
ordinary  kiodiiess  for  the  generality  of  these 
Bthren,  as  the  mocking  close  of  tnis  paper 
»irs,  ao  he  seems  to  stretch  far  enough  (to  say 
worste)  to  reach  a  particular  blow  unto  him, 
d  he  fidsely  asserts,  that  all  the  brethren  ron- 
ided,  that  he  should  be  the  man  first  called  on, 
'are  any  of  them  should  be  called  to  receive 
At  iostruotious,  and  then  adds,  that  in  the 
«n  time  it  is  presumed,  that  he  went  to  the 
saident,  and  got  himself  the  Jh^t  man  in  that 

I  to  be  Colled  upon.     It  is  like  iMr  Hutchison 

II  thank  the  infonner  for  so  much  (Miuicy,that 
inainuates,  that  he  does  not  think  he  was 

and  to  speak  in  that  alFnir,  till  himself  "was 
led  upon,  while  others  didi'ondemn  him,  that 
did  not  speak  at  the  very  first,  not  consider- 
Ij  that  befiides  this  time  of  speaking  was  not 
tcrmined  to  him  by  his  brethren,  but  left  to 
ndeni-e,  which  dictated,  his  own  name  being 
lied  upon,  whensoever  it  might  be,  to  be  God's 
poiTtuuity,  season,  and  called  to  speak  what  he 
d  to  say;  the  thing  alfw»  itself,  and  the  usual 
Ktlce  in  the  like  canes,  says  it  was  the  most  fit 
De  to  apeak  to  the  rnuiu*,  when  all  had  been 
ne  through,  and  then  when  he  had  spoken  his 
ht  in  the  matter,  the  brethren  (tu  he  willed 
na  to  do  when  they  named  him)  might  add, 
ninUh  or  alter  as  they  thought  fit,  so  that  it 
wondered  that  any  quarrel  him  so  highly  for 
t  time  of  speaking,  which  in  all  re;Mon  seemed 
t  nnfit,  had  not  that  sad  accident  fallen  out 
■t  prevented  and  marred  all.  Uut  as  for  the 
fornier'i  presuming,  that  Mr  Hutchison  went 
the  president  for  the  end  above  said,  I  wish 

had  given  some  show  of  probability  for  that 
nmnption,  lest  he  lie  guilty  of  taking  up  and 
loading  a  false  slander,  and  groundless  re- 
oadi  against  his  neighbour ;  for  though  I  be 
<  doter  on  Mr  Hutchison,  yet  I  must  do  him 
e  Jnstire  to  tell  you  upon  good  assurance,  that 

la  not  a  little  wronged  in  the  rash  and  pre- 
BBotiioos  all<^nce,  yea,  upon  as  certain  infor- 
itKNi  as  men  can  have,  I  can  tell  you,  that  he 
rv  not  only  refer  to  all  the  members  of  the 
loourable  ciiuncil,  but,  in  humble  sincerity, 
Ileal  to  the  highest  tribunal,  that  he  never  soli. 
iod  any  for  any  particular  favour  to  himself  in 
at  cause,  whatever  he  did  for  others  when 
dr  particular  case  required  it,  and  who  of  all 
•  brethren  summoned,  present,  once  dream, 
t  he  conclude,  that  he  should   be  first  called 

I,  since  all  of  them  knew  he  was  last  on  the 

II,  or  at  least  near  the  last,  and  had  be«'n  called 
I  In  that  order  in  the  Thursday,  it  being  so  (in 
rovidenre)  ordered  by  reason  of  the  messenger's 
turn  of  his  executions,  or  of  the  clerk's  writing 
I  the  return  of  the  executions,  or  some  such 
widential  occasion,  so  that  there  was  no  need 
'  Mr  Hutchison's  soliciting  to  be  last  that  day 
I  the  roll,  nor  aiiv  ground  to  expect  that  he 
loold  he  among  the  first;  and  if  it  bad  been 


by  little  and  Uttle  in  the  succeeding 
years  people   began  to  withdraw, 
and  some  who  were  not  unwilling  to  have 
accepted  of  the  indulgence,  if  grievances 


otherwise,  yet  sure  I  am,  he  could  have  had  no 
occasion  to  speak  to  any  statesman  at  that  time, 
for  that  or  any  other  purpose,  he  being  named  by 
the  brethren  to  that  emplojnnent,  only  at  their 
last  meeting,  which   was  immediate! v  before 
their  appearance,  and  going  with  his  brethren 
forthwith  to  the  council,  and  was  never  out  of 
their  company  till  they  were  called  in  one  by 
one,  till  they  were  all  together  before  the  council. 
They  thus  appearing    upon   the  Thursday, 
their  sentence,  for  not  preaching  the  29th  of 
May,  was  read   unto  them ;    after  the  reading 
whereof  Mr  Hutchison,  addressing  his  speecn 
to   my  lord   cliancellor,  did   declare,  that    his 
brethren  and  ho  did  very  cheerfully  submit  to 
any  outward  prejudice  they  might  sustain  in 
following  their  light,  yet  humbly  desiring,  that 
the  true  state  nf  their  case  might  be  remembered 
by  their  lordships,  and  that  they  were  brought 
under  that  sentence,  not  upon  the  account  of  any 
disloyalty  to  authority,  but  upon  a  scruple  of  con- 
science concerning  that  particular  wav  of  express- 
ing it;  witbal,not  knowingwhether  these  instruc- 
tions were  to  be  presented,  but  rather  to  obviate 
them,  he  added  another  deMre,that  their  lordships 
would  be  pleased  not  to  burden  them  with  im- 
positions in  the  matter  of  their  ministry,  wherein 
they  were  the  servants  of  Christ,  and  they  being 
men  who  demeaned  themselves  as  became  loyal 
subjects.      They  being  (as  thev  thought)  dis- 
missed, the  chancellor  forthwith   called   them 
again,  as  they  were  turning  their  faces  to  the 
door,  and  told  them,  that  seeing  some  of  their 
number  had  said  these  papers  were  not  given 
them,  that  the  clerk  was  now  to  give  every  one 
of  them  a  copy,  which  accordingly  ne  went  about 
to  do.     But  the  information  which  you  sent  me 
is  NO  brief  in  this,  and  seems  only  to  design  a 
reflection  upon  some,  if  not  the  most  part  of 
these  ministers,  1  judge  mj'self  oblig^  to  rectify 
his  mistakes,  and  prevent  your  being  abused  bj 
it,  by  a  more  exact  account  of  it.     I  confess,  he 
snith  truth  when  he  declares,  that  near  half  of 
the  brethren,  (if  not  more)  viz.  all  the  brethren 
cited  out  of  Clydesdale,  Renfrew,  and  some  of 
Kyle,  were  spoken  to,  and  received  their  paper, 
nf  thpy  had  not  gotten  them  before,)  or  ever 
Mr  Alexander  Blair  his  turn  came ;  and  I  be- 
lieve they  were  a  few  number  (if  any  at  all)  of 
those  behind  him,  that  resolved  to  speak  any 
thing  till   Mr   Hutchison's  turn  should   come, 
and    he   begin,  as  they  had  agreed  upon,  Mr 
Alexander  Blair  consenting  thereunto  as  well 
as  they,  if  Mr   Alexander   Blair  his  speaking 
had  not  drawn  some  of  those  who  had  been 
spoken  to  before,  and  others  as  thev  were  called 
to  thereafter,  to  speak  somewhat ;  )iut  all  stood 
still  in  one  body,  waiting  till  it  should  come  to 
Mr  Hutchison,  who  was  to  be  their  common 
mouth  to  speak  their  mind,  and  they  to  homolo- 
gate, add,  or  alter,  as  they  should  think  fit     Aa 
for  that  reverend  brother  Mr  Alexander  Blair, 
his  speaking,  (as  I  hope  in  charity,)  his  motive 
Was  zeal  and  forwardness,  so  I  wish  heartily  it 
had  been  forborne  till  its  due  season,  for  hinc  ilia 
lachrymte,  "  untimous  spurrin^^a^VWa  \Vie.«.v*«QL'i' 
and  the  rather  I  wish  \i<t  YittA  noX  ^t%t  tuVL^&V^^ 
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had  been  preiented  for  the  preser- 
Tmtion  of  minUtere'  liberty,  turned 
stiff  against  falling  in  with  it,  and  many- 
uncharitable  censures  were  passed  upon  the 


field,  becbUM  that  luc  aMertion,  of  which  I  told 
you  before,  of  receiving  the  inetructione  from 
the  magietrate,  &g.  (al^it  it  had  been  qualified 
and  limited  bycommon  consent,)  yet  he,  I  know 
not  how,  repeated  it  to  the  chancellor  in  terminitt 
telling,  that  he  would  not  recelTC  instructions 
from  them  fur  regulating  him  In  the  exercise  of 
his  miniiitry,  and  added  this  reason,  that  if  he 
did  so,  he  should  not  be  Christ's  ambassador, 
but  theirs ;  which  reanon,  if  it  do  not  as  strongly 
militate  agaiuHt  niinistera  receiving  of  instruc- 
tions and  rules  (for  the  prescriptions  in  that 
paper  get  iMith  these  names)  from  church  judica- 
tories, as  well  as  from  the  civil,  and  strike  equally 
at  the  dIaUictic  power  of  both,  1  leave  it  to  you 
to  judge.  After  this  aud  some  yp«>eches  betwixt 
my  lord  chancellor  and  him,  (which  I  remit  as 
not  relating  to  the  cause,  though  yet  he  con- 
fessed  the  council  might  confine  him,  which  was 
one  of  these  rules,  and  so  overturns  his  own  uni- 
versal n^Btive,)  he  was  committed  to  a  macer 
till  the  rest  should  be  called  upon.  The  brethren 
lN*ing  surprised  with  his  speaking  unexpectedly, 
(beside  the  common  agreement,)  and  with  the 
RMsertion  that  dropped  from  him,  and  atfected 
with  the  apprehensions  of  the  said  issue,  began 
to  be  much  afflicted  in  their  spirits. 

The  author  of  the  information  huddleth  up 
the  matter  so,  as  if  there  had  been  nothing 
spoken  before  the  council  anent  these  uapers, 
except  by  Mr  Alexander  Blair,  till  Mr  Hutchi- 
son was  called  upon  last  of  all,  but  1  must  help 
his  memory  a  little,  by  telling  you,  that  upou 
Mr  Alexander  Hlair*s  cororaitinent  to  the  macer, 
one  minister  told  my  lord  chancellor,  that  he  be- 
lieved divers  minititerii  of  that  company  were  up- 
on the  matter,  of  Mr  Alexander  lilair's  judg- 
ment, whereof  himself  was  one  ;  another  declar- 
efi,  that  one  of  these  rules  did  bring  ministers 
into  direct  subjection  to  prelacy :  "Sir  Hutchison 
al«>  thought  his  time  was  not  r«me  to  speak,  yet 
stept  in  with  them,  to  see  what  he  could  do  to 
remove  mistakes,  whose  speech  did  not  contain 
any  thing  of  acknowledgment  of  ministfrs' 
liberty  to  preach,  nor  yet  did  meddle  only  with 
the  noagistrate's  right  in  the  church  matters,  as 
the  information  bmrs,  but  he  spoke  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  iwper  agreed  upon  to  that  pur- 
pose. He  humbly  deslml  their  lordships  not  to 
misunderstand  his  brother  Mr  Alexander  Blair, 
as  for  rules  intrinsically  n'clesiastical,  (I  suppose 
the  present  jumble  occasioned  the  forgetting  of 
the  other  tfvm  firrmaUy,)  for  regulating  ministers 
in  the  exercise  of  their  ministry,  he  ho]>e<l  their 
lordships  intended  not  to  impose  any  such  upon 
them,  who  were  the  servants  of  Christ,  in  those 
mattttrs,  but  for  the  magistrate's  power  objec- 
tively ecclesiastical,  whereby  they  might  judge 
of  matters  of  religion,  in  order  to  their  own  act, 
whether  they  would  approve  or  not  of  any  such 
a  way,  he  knew  no  reiormed  divine  that  denied 
it  to  them,  judging  that  was  his  brother's  sense 
In  what  he  spake,  did  again  desire  he  might  not 
be  misuken.  After  Mr  Hutchison  hsd  spoken 
this,  some,  who  narrowly  marked  it,  do  posi- 
tively assert,  that  Mr  Blair  was  offering  to 
ijpatk  aomewhat,  but  was  interrupted  by  a  macer 


accepters ;  though  it  behoyed  to  be  owned 
that  ordinances  dispensed  by  them  wen 
blessed  to  multitndea.*  And  to  give  all 
the  persecntion,  for  not  obseiring  the  anni- 


who  took  him  by  the  arm  and  hindered  him  :  it 
is  judged,  he  purpoaed  to  declare  hia  assent  is 
Mr  IiutchiaoD  a  declaration,  aa  a  eonunentny 
of  his  words,  partlv  because  he  had  aaseotcd  ti 
the  same,  as  an  expiicaUon  of  that  general  aaKr> 
tion  iu  the  meeting  with  his  bi«thren,  mud  partlf 
because  two  of  the  brethren  who  Tiaited  him  ii 
prison  ere  they  came  out  of  the  town,  do  dedait, 
that  he  did  declare  unto  them,  he  meant  no  other 
thing  than  what  they  had  agrf«d  upon  in  thu 

Caper,  albeit  he  happened  to  ezprvaa  it  otherwiM; 
ut  I  being  uncertain  whether  himadf  will  ova 
any  such  thing,  I  leave  it  in  suapenae  whether ir 
what  he  intended  to  speak,  albeit  ever  aiuce  I 
am  informed  by  persons  worthy  of  credit  tba 
spoke  with  him  since,  that  he  eontinacs  of  tki 
same  mind.  1  do  not  remember  of  any  f}ag 
spoken  by  the  rest  of  the  brethren,  who  wcie 
called  after  this,  (except  one  that  told,  he  esaU 
not  receive  auy  eccleaiastical  canona  from  thor 
lordships,)  but  as  for  civil  lignificatlona  of  thiir 
pleasures  under  the  hazard  (^  civil  penaltici^  bi 
would  say  nothing  to  that ;  which  apenh 
another,  when  cail^,  did  homologate.  At  hi^ 
wheu  it  came  to  Mr  Hutchison,  who  did  Dot(M 
the  informer  tells)  receive  any  of  these  inatrae- 
tions  publicly,  as  having  seen  them  hefon,  bH 
s|mke  a  se<»nd  time,  resuming  what  ha  M 
spoken  formerlv,  concerning  a  uirmal  ccdcdss. 
tirai  power,  wnich  could  not  he  allowed  to  tki 
magistrates,  and  a  power  objectively  ccclesiaid- 
cjil,  which  ^vas  allowed  to  him,  intimating  that 
the  brethren  would  either  observe,  or  not  oMtf 
their  directions,  according  aa  they  judged  ff 
them  in  their  consciences,  upon  their  peril.  Un- 
to which  my  lord  chancellor  answered  (as  kc 
had  also  done  before,)  that  the  kir*g  gave  thM 
these  instructions  by  bis  council,  and  if  they  did 
not  observe  them,  the  council  would  fOsAk 
them.  Mr  Hutchison  answered,  that  for  tbt 
matter  of  civil  punishment,  they  liad  never  de- 
nied the  magistrate's  right  iu  them,  and  that  bi 
took  notice  from  that  answer,  their  lordaUfi 
acted  iu  a  civil  way,  only  competent  to  thcmn 
this  their  dealing  with  ministers,  which  thiy 
could  not  decline,  hoping  their  lordships  dfaigsci 
not  to  stretch  their  power  beyond  their  civil  Tiai. 
After  this  they  were  dismissed,  and  Mr  BUr 
(being  removed  a  little  with  the  macer)  wai 
thereafter  committed  to  prison. 


•  This  is  an  argument,  or  ratner  a  sophiMi 
of  which  ]\Ir  Wodrow  seems  to  have  beta 
greatly  enamoured,  for  he  presses  it  on  all  eoci- 
sions  into  his  service,  though  it  really  proni 
nothing.  It  cannot  indeed  be  uttered  with 
consistency  by  any  person  who  docs  not,  like  tbi 
papists,  confine  salvation  to  his  own  sect.  Tbe 
law  and  the  testimony  is  the  rule  of  Cbristltf 
duty,  not  the  providential  or  gracioua  dcallofi 
of  uod,  which  we  can  never  certainly  know. 
If  no  church  or  church  party  is  to  be  separated 
from,  till  we  are  certain  that  there  is  amaiv 
them  no  exercise  of  saving  mercy,  the  refuiiiw- 
tion  itself  was  a  very  wicked  and  uuwanant- 
abb  thing.— liU 


iP.  VIII.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


221 


iiy,  together,  July  10th,  Messrs  John 
ichen  at  Dairy,  John  Semple  at  Cars- 
n,  John  Cant  at  Kells,  were  fined  as 
i.     And,  July  last,  upon  the  same  ao- 


are  now  at  your  deaire  given  you  an  ac- 
of  that  affair,  wherein,  I  assure  you,  I  have 
eonaciencenot  to  malce  lies  my  refncis  nor 
di  at  least  hath  been  the  way  of  this  in- 
•r,  whose  information  he  sent  me,)  hare  I 

stories  upon  trust  to  use  or  to  serre  any 
B  of  mine  own.  As  for  what  he  narrates 
lat  foUowed  upon  all  this,  I  can  say  the  less 
,  that  I  was  not  privy  to  'many  of  these 
a  whereof  he  fives  an  account,  yet  I  shall 
to  apeak  my  thoughts  concerning  what  he 
of  several  parties,  lliat  the  honest  p<K)ple 
linbureh  were  alarmed  ( I  shall  add,  afflict- 
irlth  Mr  Blair's  imprisonment,  was  un- 
ionably  their  duty,  and  a  duty  wherein 
ministers  (whom  this  informer  would  re- 
fa)  did  heartily  join  with  them,  and  did  also 
rai  themselves  to  the  utmost  for  his  deliv- 
e  from  that  trouble ;  but  I  can  say  from 
In  knowledge,  that  not  all  nor  most  of  the 
It  people  in  Edinburgh  did  judge  of  the 
ren'a  carriage,  as  this  Informer  did  charac- 
I  them  ;  and  for  others  either  there  or  elue^ 
«^  who  (being  prepossessed  hj  such  infor- 
as  this  or  otherwise  biassed;  do  so  judge 
nn,  I  wish  they  may  be  more  busy  at  home 
■Itbin  doors  (which  I  speak  not  without 
id  as  to  divers,)  before  they  be  so  much 
d  about  others,  that  they  may  pray  and 
It  more,  which  will  lead  them  to  censure 

men  less,  who  are  engaged  in  that  same 
son  cause  with  them,  and  are  sincerely  for 
and  designing  nothing  in  their  way  but  to 
ole  his  kingdom,  and  want  not  his  appro- 
n  In  their  way  and  work,  and  that  they  may 
li  and  examine  matters  narrowly,  what  they 
ind  whereof  they  affirm,  before  they  give 
iMir  definite  rigid  sentences  against  honest 
■ten;  for  they  cannot  but  see  that  these 
Hers  are  reaping  none  of  the  visible  encour- 
anta  of  the  time  to  bias  them,  but  are  look- 
nm  upon  as  others  are,  and  their  liberty  to 
ik  ia  attended  with  so  many  tossings  and  dis- 
Btagcs,  that  did  they  consult  their  own  ease, 
irsro  not  refreshed  with  the  simple  liberty 
Meb  the  gospel  publicly,  so  long  as  they  can 
iHtbout  sin,  it  were  tneir  outward  aovan- 
aaany  ways  to  lay  it  aside :  they  cannot 
bat  consider,  that  though  these  ministers  do 
J  love  and  respect  them,  and  so  cannot  but 
rely  grieved  when  mistakes  arise,  yet  being 
led  by  a  principle  of  conscience  in  what 
do,  or  may  be  called  to  suffer,  and  being 
4  to  maintain  the  credit  of  their  cause  by 
and  rational  means,  to  the  conviction  of 
■  adversaries,  they  cannot  in  those  matters 
id  their  sails  to  every  gust  of  people's  incll- 
ms,  were  they  otnerwise  never  so  dear  to 
ly  nor  dare  they  cross  their  own  light,  nor 
tf  their  cause,  to  gratify  their  dearest 
mm,  who,  by  reason  of  prejudices,  misinfor- 
aos  and  other  causes,  may  mistake  their 
ndiags ;  and  therefore  good  people  should 
m  lot  Satan  have  an  hand  in  all  this,  and 
dvantage  of  them,  to  learn  them  to  stumble 
saat  off  their  faithful  watchmen  by  pieoemeal, 
some,  then  more  (as  he  will  not  be  want- 


count,  and  in  the  same  manner,  the 
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council  fine  Messrs  John    Scot  at 
Oxnam,  James  Fletcher  at  Newthery,  and 
Robert  Mowat  at  Herriot. 


ing  to  create  prejudices  enow  when  once  that 
humour  is  alctft, ;  till  at  last  they  cast  off  all  of 
them,  and  turn  wild.  That  a  minister  indulged, 
but  not  yet  entered  among  them,  should  have 
spoken  as  this  informer  narrates,  I  can  neither 
affirm  nor  deny,  not  having  hesA^  it.  'lliis  I 
know  indeed,  that  mon  than  one  in  that  condi- 
tion spoke  somewhat  not  very  edifying,  whidi 
yet  I  will  not  trouble  you  with,  since  I  know 
that  a  man  in  heat  and  pang  of  passion  and 
temptetion,  may  speak  that  which  love  ought  to 
cover,  and  which  themselves  in  cold  blood  will 
not  justify;  that  the  two  ministers  that  wero 
concerned  In  that  affair  (as  this  informer  saith) 
motioned  that  one  of  Uiem  did  highly  resent 
their  treachery,  and  wrote  that  be  would  not 
return  to  his  charge,  but  would  tear  his  license 
if  he  had  it ;  that  others  of  them  did  wish  that 
he  bad  not  accepted  of  the  indulgence  ;  and  all 
of  them  did  hang  their  heads  for  shame,  till  at 
last  they  conclude  to  take  the  odium  off  them- 
selves, and  to  prevent  the  people's  stumbling,  by 
spreading  a  report  concerning  the  fulness  of 
tneir  testimony,  equal  to  that  of  Mr  Blair's, 
the  incivility  of  his  delivering  it  being  expected. 
These  aro  stories  adfacirndumftojmlum,  to  make 
out  at  his  leisure.  1  know  tne  brethren  wero 
generally  dissatisfied  with  what  had  fallen  forth, 
and  some  did  desin  a  new  address  to  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  council,  when  others  thought  it 
too  late,  and  did  also  gather  together  what  had 
been  spoken  by  any  one  befon  the  council; 
and  suro  had  this  informer  consulted  these 
notes,  his  misrepresentation  might  have  been 
prevented,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  other  reporte 
spread  by  the  brethren  in  the  country;  but  that 
men  do  tell  simply  rem  gestamt  the  true  story 
(as  here  I  have  done  to  you),  when  put  to  it, 
to  vindicate  themselves  against  calumnies,  forge- 
ries, misconstruction,  and  misreports,  raised  by 
such  as  this  informer  is,  which  I  think  is  a  duty 
to  which  they  are  bound  by  the  ninth  command ; 
and  for  that  orother,  who,  he  says,  wrote  to  his 
people,  that  he  would  return  to  them  no  more, 
but  would  tear  his  license  if  he  had  it,  his  re- 
gress and  fixing  in  a  settled  way  in  the  exercise 
of  his  ministry  amon^  them,  doth  plainlydeclare, 
that  either  this  Inrormation  is  slanderous  in 
this,  or  that  the  brother  spake  it  in  his  baste, 
and  finds  no  ground  in  his  conscience  to  bide 
at  it. 

Rut  being  wearied  with  being  an  historian, 
and  of  wiping  off  the  dirt  cast  on  brethren's  In- 
nocent proceedings,  who.  In  the  integrity  of 
their  heart,  studied  to  approve  themselves  to  God 
and  man,  so  far  as  human  frailty  would  permit, 
I  hope  ye  will  allow  me,  in  the  dose,  to  speak  a 
little  to  the  ground  of  all  this  clamour,  wtiich  is 
Mr  Hutchison's  speech,  in  name  of  all  the  rest, 
to  which  little  was  added  by  any.  In  it  you 
may  peroeive  an  asiertion  of  an  ecclesiastie 
power,  to  make  rules  for  regulating  ministers, 
which  was  not  yielded  to  the  magistrate,  with  a 
conceuion  of  his  power  objective^  ecclesiastical, 
and  a  declaration  of  their  receiving  papers  from 
him  under  that  notion,  did  not  obltge  them  to 
observe  these  dincUoni^'but  ^e^  wcr^  \a  ^« 
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It  IB  time  now  to  return  to  the 


king^g  letter,  anent  the  outed  min- 
isters and  conventicles,  aboTe  mentioned; 
and  I  have  already  observed,  that  it  met 
not  nith  that  ready  entertainment  at  the 
council  board,  usually  given  to  his  ma^ 
jesty*8  letters.  The  secret  springs  of  this  I 
shall  not  dip  into :  it  is  probable,  neither 
the  former  nor  latter  part  of  it,  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  bishops*  designs  against 
presbyterians  in  the  south  and  west;  neither 
did  the  nomination  of  persons  to  whom  so 
cousiderablc  a  power  was  committed,  satisfy 


therein  upon  their  peril.  In  all  this,  I  can  we 
no  Nuch  heterodoxy  or  noTclty,  as  to  give  occa- 
8ion  to  the  informerV  redectiiig  remark,  that 
Mr  IIutcliiMn  gives  to  them  all  that  the  godly 
divines  give  to  the  most  godlj'  and  reforming 
magistrates  on  earth,  or  that  ministers  receiving 
the!«e  papers  upon  these  terms,  should  warrant 
lioiiest  j»eople  to  think  that  they  gave  up  the 
right  of  the  church  with  their  own  hand,  to  the 
civil  magistrate,  or  that  any  ministers  should 
highly  resent  their  treachery,  as  he  tells  the 
story.  I  shall  not  Inquire  now  agreeably  he 
speaks  to  the  paper  that  the  brethren  agreed  on 
for  directory,  since,  it  seems,  the  informer's  de- 
sign seems  to  reflect  upon  the  generality  of  them. 
But  whoso  will  read  our  aiiti-erastian  writers, 
will  find  that  they  yield  to  the  magistrate  as  a 
magistrate,  (and  consequently  to  all  magistrates 
be  what  they  will,  good  or  bad,  though  upon 
his  peril,  and  as  he  shall  answer  to  God  for  it,  if 
he  determine-wrong,)  a  public,  politic,  definitive 
judgment  concerning  matters  of  religion,  in  re- 
ference to  his  own  act  about  them,  or  (for  they 
diversify  the  phrase)  a  power  of  judging  his  own 
act  alN)ut  spiritual  or  religious  things,  to  be 
observed  or  not  observed  by  their  subjects ;  and 
to  make  out  this,  to  name  no  others,  you  may 
tike  one  of  unquestionable  authority  in  this 
church,  the  author  of  CXI.  Propositions,  who, 
ill  hiH  Thesis  or  Proposition  9th,  tiath  these  ex- 
press words :  "  As  to  each  member  of  the  church 
rf'xpcctively,  so  unto  the  magistrate  belongeth 
the  judgment  of  such  things,  both  to  apprehend 
and  judge  of  them;  for  although  the  magistrate 
be  not  preferred  and  ordained  of  God,  that  he 
should  be  a  judge  of  mutters  and  causes  spiritual, 
of  which  there  is  a  controversy  in  the  church, 
yet  he  is  Questionless  judge  of  liis  own  civil  act 
about  spiritual  things,  namely,  of  defending  them 
in  his  own  dominions,  and  of  approving  or  toler- 
ating the  same ;  and  if  in  this  business  he  judge 
and  determine  according  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
flesh,  and  not  according  to  the  wisdom  which  is 
from  above,  he  is  to  render  an  account  thereof 
before  the  supreme  tribunal."  litis  cronfession 
of  so  famous  an  anti-erastian  divine,  doth  (1 
conceive)  so  fully  homologate  what  Mr  Hutchi- 
son yielded  to  the  magistrate,  (and  that  even 
upon  supposition  that  be  is  such  a  magistrate  as 
is  ready  to  determine  wrong)  that  I  hope  no 
man  in  reason  can  allege  his  receding  from  the 
principles  of  this  church  in  that  matter ;  and 
for  the  orthodoxy  of  it.  so  much  is  printed  to 
the  world  on  that  subject,  as  may  save  inc  a 
Imbour  to  Jnaht  on  it  with  you,  who  are  to  weW 


alL  But  I  restrict  myaelf  to  matter  of  hdi 
as  &r  as  it  hath  offered  to  me  in  the  Rgk- 
ters. 

June  26th,  a  draught  of  a  oommimion  ii 
brought  in  before  the  ooandl,  to  diike 
Hamilton  and  the  rest  named :  some  difi- 
culties  are  raised  upon  the  drangfat^  and  a 
letter  n-rit  to  the  king,  representing  som 
inconveniences  which  offered  themselTi^ 
as  to  the  counciFs  fiiUingin  with  aome  psiti 
of  the  king*s  letter.  Upon  the  1st  of  Jdfi 
this  matter  is  a  little  further  delayed,  the 
managers,  I  suppose,  waiting  for  rctuni 


acquaint  with,  and  studied  in  that  cnntrovenf: 
but  one  thing  I  wonder  at,  that  the  inforas  . 
was  so  bold  as  to  hint  die  ii\justice  of  not  uitaff 
divera  weights  and  divers  measures,  to  thcgoid 
and  bad  magistrate,  in  defining  the  limittif 
their  power  and  office,  when  our  Confe^aa  rf 
Faith,  chap,  xxlii.  art.  4>.  defineth  the  contiwf^ 
agreeably  to  scripture  and  reason,  as  you  katir 
how  dangerous  it  is,  if  once  stories  ofmattenrf 
fact,  scattered  by  nameless  authors,  fei  plaoeiad 
credit  among  people,  to  the  prejudice  of  bonea 
men  ;  for  so,  a  very  Jesuit  may  step  in,  and  art 
his  ]>art,  and  play  his  game,  for  the  beh«Nif  of  Ai 
see  of  Home,  as  they  did  of  late  among  Ai 
sectaries ;  and  the  deceiving  of  honest  ministcn  | 
(though  but  a  few  At  om'e)  and  sowing  of  difr 
tereni^es  Is  no  small  part  of  that  JeKuilical  ia- 
terest ;  so  I  confess  it  is  no  lews  troablesomc  Ii  ! 
me  to  lie  engaged  in  examining  of  such  storiM^ 
wherein  one  person  may  make  work  fur  ensv, 
and  tell  more  stories  at  random,  than  many  bmb 
ran  search  into  to  discuss  them ;  and  thcrcfsn 
I  shall  here  close.  Only,  I  wish  ministcn,  h4 
people  otherwise  minded  than  we,  may  Isik 
about  them,  Ipst,  under  colour  of  pursuing  ear 
common  cause,  there  be  a  turning  aaide  fnm 
former  sound  and  sober  principles,  and  lest  «t 
be  (by  stickling  and  faction)  incapacitated,  sr 
rather  incapacitate  ourselves  more  and  more  ftr 
any  proof  of  the  Ix>rd*s  favour,  unless  It  be  to 
cast  us  into  an  hotter  furnace,  (were  it  by  sufti^ 
ing  popery  to  pre^nil)  to  make  any  good  metal  Is 
us  to  run  together  and  unite  in  sober  serioni- 
ness  by  melting,  while  we  divide  and  scatter  hi 
the  smallest  blink  of  sunshine,  through  oar 
peevinhness  or  spiritual  wantonness,  and  abs 
lest  sober  men  going  on  for  a  time,  in  compliaaeis 
with  instable  humours,  be  necessitated  to  mafcci 
sad  retreat,  at  least  with  a  nonputari,  whm  thtj 
see  the  lamentable  consequences  and  result  m 
matters.  And  for  the  brethren  who  suffer  In 
this  informer's  narration,  and  others  like  mindcl 
I  wish  such  usage  may  be  a  call  to  be  near  thtb 
Master,  following  their  work  closely  thraagh 
honour  or  dishonour,  through  evil  repeat  and 
good  report,  and  keeping  up  their  due  mini»' 
terial  authority,  and  a  due  respect  to  people,  m 
believing    that  intc^ity  and    uprightness  wiB 

E reserve  them,  and  that  the  way  of  the  LfOrd  will 
e  strength  to  them  till  their  integrity  delinr 
them ;  and  that  if  God  shall  have  pleasure  ia 
us,  judgment  shall  yet  return  to  rigTiteousneM^ 
and  all  the  pe«)pie  in  part  shall  seek  affcer  It. 
So  be  It. 
\  Y^vax  T&vt^  farewell  in  the  I^ord. 
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art  At  length,  July  25tli,  the 
ion  to  the  ^re  penons  named  is 
ipon,  and  the  conncil  write  to  the 
mfjing  *'that  they  hare  issued  ont 
nis8ion,as  his  letter  had  appointed, 
biy  propose,  that  his  majesty  may 
,  whether  the  right  settling  of  the 
r  the  chorch,  and  public  peace  in 
sse  of  Glasgow,  being  the  greatest 
and  of  the  most  importance  to  his 
I  serrice  of  any  thing  within  the 
,  and  a  great  branch  of  the  council's 
ese  ten  or  twelve  years  past,  be 
9  be  left  in  the  hands  of  so  few*' 
urn  to  this  I  find  in  the  records, 
er  3d,  wherein  the  king  complains, 
le  ottted  ministers  have  not  been 
ore  the  council  in  the  terms  of  his 
lay  dlst,  and  tells  them,  that  the 
f  the  fire  proposed  for  the  preserr- 
peace  in  the  west,  is  not  at  all  prw 
f  the  coundrs  power;  but  they  are 
t  to  the  council,  and  that  few  do 
a  great  deal  better  than  many.  In 
B^  the  western  commission  to  the 
■amed  is  dropped,  and  the  council 
to  take  a  special  care  of  the  diocese 
{ow,  and  they  are  assured,  their 
w  will  be  looked  after,  since  they 
le  from  the  king's  proposal" 

this  letter  is  read,  it  was  not  a 
isfying  to  several  members ;  and  the 
immediately  order  all  the  outed 
I  in  Edinburgh,  to  be  cited  to  hear 
'es  decerned  to  repair  to  the  par- 
which  they  were  confined,  in  the 
'  the  king's  letter  May  31st  And 
» day  the  council  give  power  to  the 
or,  and  earl  of  Athole,  to  grant 
d  warrant  to  all  whom  they  please, 
edible  information  given  them,  to 
who  have  been  at  field-conventicles, 
I  them  to  Edinburgh,  or  oblige  them 
ration  to  appear  before  the  council, 
1  their  bonds  to  the  clerks.    To- 

September  4tb,  the  council  nuke 
owing  act  Torasmuch  as  his 
Ittth  thought  fit,  that  all  the  outed 
■  who  have  no  particular  parishes 
tiiem,  repair  to  and  be  confined  in 
ririies  as  the  council  shall  name. 
I  Park,  who  compears  this  day,  is 


appmnted  to  confine  himself  to  .^^ 
KUmawers  parish,  and  Mr  John 
Knox,  likewise  present,  to  West  Calder. 
Messrs  Robert  Fleming,  Thomas  Hogg, 
John  Lidderdale,  Alexander  Hutchison,  not 
compearing,  the  council  appoint  them  to  be 
apprehended  wherever  they  are  found,  and 
presented  before  the  council:"  and,  Sep- 
tember 30th,  a  decreet  is  passed  against  all 
the  onted  ministers  who  had  not  accepted 
the  indulgence,  and  entered  their  confine 
ments,  (except  two  or  three  who  made 
some  excuse  or  other)  and  they  are  ordered 
to  be  denounced.  November  6th,  I  find 
Messrs  William  Mein,  James  Donaldson, 
William  Creighton,  James  Kiikton,  Robert 
Lockhart,  John  Wauch,  are  ordered  to  be 
denounced,  except  Mr  Wauch,  who  is  gone 
with  his  fiunily  to  Irriand,  and  is  excused, 
and  Messrs  Kkkton  and  Lockhart,  who  are 
gone  to  England :  them  the  council  order 
to  be  cited  to  compear  in  sixty  days;  and 
Mr  Thomas  Melvil  is  excused  by  reason  of 
sickness.  From  these  passages,  the  reader 
will  understand  the  zeal  of  the  managers 
this  year  against  the  outed  ministers  and 
conventicles.  1  shall  only  add,  that,  June 
19th,  the  council  recommend  to  the  lords  of 
session,  that  no  suspension  be  by  them 
granted  on  decreets  pronounced  against  per- 
sons guilty  of  keeping  conventicles,  irregular 
baptisms  or  marriages.  Some  further  view 
of  the  hardships  put  upon  presbyterians  this 
year,  will  be  had  from  some  particnlar 
instances  of  ministers  and  gentlemen,  which 
I  come  now  to  give. 

April  2d,  I  find  Mr  Robert  Gillespie 
before  the  council,  where  he  confesses  he 
had  kept  one  house-conventicle  in  the  town 
of  Falkland :  but  refusing  to  delate  whom 
he  knew  among  his  hearers,  and  to  be  an 
evidence  against  them,  the  council  order 
him  to  be  carried  prisoner  to  the  isle  of  the 
Bass,  their  lately  contrived  prison.  Upon 
the  7th  of  May,  they  allow  him  the  liberty 
of  the  isle  of  the  Bass  above  the  wall,  but 
strictly  require  he  be  not  permitted  to 
preach,  or  exercise  any  part  of  his  ministry 
there.  Here  he  continues  till  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year,  when  he  fell  sick,  and 
Jan.  8th,  the  council  permit  him,  on  his  peti- 
tion, to  be  let  out  some  time  for  his  beaUSu 
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Towards  the  end  of  June,  Bfr 
Alexander  Peden,  minister  at  Glen- 
laoe,  was  apprehended  by  Miyor  Cockbum, 
in  the  honse  of  Hugh  Fei^gusson  of  Knodc- 
dow  in  OaHoway,  and  both  were  brought 
prisoners  to  Edinbaigh.  June  26th,  the 
oouneil  appoint  the  register  and  adyocate 
to  examine  Mr  Alexander  Peden  prisoner, 
lately  apprehended  for  being  at  Pentland, 
and  keeping  a  oonyenticle.  Upon  their 
report  they  appoint  him  to  be  transported 
to  the  prison  of  the  Bass.  I  hare  before 
me  a  letter  of  this  good  man,  dated,  from 
the  Bass,  August  11th,  1677,  directed  to 
the  rererend  Mr  Patrick  Simpson,  then 
indulged  at  Kilmalcom,  and  since  the  rero- 
Intion  minister  at  Renfrew,  till  October 
1715,  when  he  got  to  the  joy  of  his  Lord 
in  a  good  old  age,  after  he  had  been  sixty- 
three  years  (singularly  useful)  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry ;  wherein  Mr  Peden  thanks 
him  for  a  charitable  supply  of  money  sent 
to  him  and  the  other  prisoners  in  the  Bass. 
And  I  have  ground  to  think,  Mr  Peden 
was  Tery  much  of  these  four  years  impri- 
soned there.  The  council  further  appoint 
fifty  pounds  sterling  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
fines  to  major  Cockbum,  for  bis  great  pains 
in  apprehending  Mr  Peden  and  Hugh  Fer^ 
gusson,  and  ordain  him  to  distribute  twenty- 
five  pounds  among  the  party  of  soldiers 
under  his  command,  less  or  more  to  each  at 
his  discretion.  And,  July  1 0th,  the  council 
fine  Hugh  Fergusson  in  a  thousand  merks, 
for  his  reset  of  Mr  Alexander  Peden,  and 
being  present  at  a  conventicle. 

Mr  Andrew  Weddcrbum  is  before  the 
council,  July  31st,  and  confesseth,  ''he  kept 
a  conventicle  in  his  own  house  in  Anstruther 
Wester,  that  is,  preached  and  prayed  when 
several  others  beside  his  own  family  were 
present  The  lords  commit  him  to  prison 
till  he  find  caution  under  five  thousand 
merks,  not  to  keep  a  conventicle  again,  or 
take  on  him  a  voluntary  banishment"  He 
continues  in  prison  about  a  month,  and 
then  upon  a  petition  to  the  council,  he  is 
confined  to  the  town  of  Kilmarnock. 

The  same  day,  July  3l8t,  ''the  council 
order  out  a  squade  of  the  guards  to  bring 
in  Mr  William  Weir,  indulged  minister  at 
West  Calder,  prisoner  to  the  tolbooth  of 


Edinbnigh."  I  Ibid  no  more  about  him  is 
the  registers,  neither  havo  I  any  foil  ao- 
coonts  of  the  procMS  against  this  godly 
ministtf ;  only  1  am  infermod  that  he  wai 
challenged  for  taking  a  call  to  the  parish  of 
West  Calder,  firom  some  of  the  hcriiuifs  aad 
the  pec^le;  and  in  hia  entry  to  that  pariih, 
he  had  some  expressions  which  were  &- 
satisfying  to  the  prelates,  anent  hia  adhcria^ 
to  the  reformation  of  this  chnrch^  and  tke 
awful  obligations  we  are  under  to  maintns 
it:  besides,  in  his  sermons  ha  had  preacM 
against  prehu^,  and  a  ^iritaal  aupresBicj 
in  the  magistrate.  Since  I  have  no  distisct 
accounts  of  the  expressions  this  good  nu 
used,  or  the  sentence  passed  against  him  by 
the  oouneil,  I  shall  only  acquaint  the  reader, 
that  Mr  Weir  was,  b^ore  the  restoiatioB, 
minister  at  Linlithgow.  In  May  1661,  kc^ 
with  the  reverend  BIr  William  Creiglitii^ 
minister  at  Bathgate,  were^  upon  a  petitioa 
from  the  heritors  of  their  respective  ptf> 
ishes,  removed  from  their  pariahes  by  tbi 
synod  of  Lothian,  as  in  part  hath  bees 
noticed.  Mr  Weir  refnnng  to  ddiver  Wf 
to  the  magistrates  the  church  emohmMSti 
and  registers,  was  put  into  the  Thieves'  Hob 
in  Linlithgow,  by  provost  Glen,  AndiAcr 
he  had  been  some  time  in  that  dungeoa,  bt 
was  carried  to  a  room  in  the  palace,  ssd 
kept  there  six  weeks ;  till  at  length,  seeisp 
no  remedy,  he  was  forced  to  make  the  bat 
terms  he  could  with  his  persecutors.  His 
holy  plainnefls  and  freedom,  when  at  West 
Calder,  obliged  him  to  quit  that  place,  sixl 
within  a  littie  he  went  to  Ireland,  where  be 
continued  till  the  liberty,  1687,  when  tbe 
people  of  Linlithgow,  with  the  ooncurmce 
of  the  general  meeting  of  ministers  at  Edis- 
burgh,  gave  him  a  call  to  return  to  bis 
former  charge,  where  he  continued  till  Jofy 
1695,  at  which  time  he  died,  trinmpbin; 
over  death  and  the  grave. 

Others  were  attacked  this  year  beodes 
ministers,  if  they  &voured  presbyteriam  aoj 
way.  February  20th,  the  chancellor  for 
Fife,  and  duke  Hamilton  for  the  west  cons- 
try,  are  ordered  by  the  council  to  inquiry 
what  magistrates  or  counsellors  in  hm^ 
had  not  signed  the  declaration,  and  report 
What  gave  the  occasion  to  this  newinqaiix 
I  know  not    The  genUemen  fonneriy  men- 
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tiooed,  Renland,  Blacket,  Quarrelton,  Bed- , 
tuMy  and  others,  imprisoned   for  noncou- 
formity,  alleged  accession  to  Pentland,  and  | 
charch  irregularities,  as  they  were  called, 
were  this  year  continued  in  their  prisons,  i 
And  I  shall  add  another  instance  of  the 
■eTcrity  of  this  time,  from  the  justiciary 
records,  upon  a  worthy  gentleman   lately 
dead.  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Clowbum, 
nnoe  the  reyolution  lord  conservator  in  the 
Low  Countries ;  and  it  will  best  appear  as 
it  stands  in  the  rasters. 

*■  Apud  Edinburgh,  August  20th^  1 673.  ^S^ 
dermU,  Sir  James  Lockhcurt  of  Lee  jus- 
tiee-derk^  lords  CoUington,  Newbyth,  and 
Craigie,  justiciaries*^ 
**  Bfr  Andrew  Kennedy  (alias  Weir)  of 
Clowbnm,  being  called,  did  not  compear,  to 
baye  nnderlien  the  pains  of  law  for  the 
crimes  underwritten,  viz.  That  he  having 
shaken  off  all  fear  of  God,  conscience  of 
duty,  and  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  and 
reapect  and  tenderness  to  his  country,  pre- 
■umed  to  commit  the  crimes  underwritten. 
In  so  6r  as  Mr  Robert  M'Ward  minister  at 
CHasgow,  Mr  Robert  Trail  minister  at  Edin- 
bmqgh,  Mr  John  Livingstone  minister  at 
Ancmm,  Mr  John  Brown  minister  at  Wam- 
phrmy,  and  divers  other  seditious  persons, 
being  under  the  lash  and  compass  of  the  law 
and  justice,  for  their  seditious  and  disloyal 
practioes,  and  owing  to  his  majesty's  un- 
paralleled goodness  that  their  lives  were 
gpeied,  and  that  in  lieu  of  that  just  severity 
and  punishment,  which  by  the  law  was  due 
unto  them,  and  which  j  ustly  they  might  have 
expected,  were  banished  and  removed  out 
of  this  kingdom  only,  where  they  had  not 
lived,  nor,  their  principles  and  temper  being 
considered,  could  not  live  peaceably,  and  as 
became  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects ;  yet  the 
said  persons  having  retired  unto  Holland, 
and  the  dominions  of  the  estates  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  forgetting  their  duty 
and  his  majesty's  favour,  did  resume,  con- 
tiniie,  and  prosecute  their  former  seditious 
and  dislojral  practices,  with  as  much  malice 
and  greater  boldness  than  formerly,  conceiv- 
ing they  were  out  of  his  majesty's  reach, 
authority,  and  justice;  and  ever  since  they 
retired  out  of  his  dominions,  have  made  it  i 
II. 


their  work  to  hatch,  plot,  and  con- 
trive  most  horrid,  bloody,  and  trea-       '  * 
sonable   designs,  against  his   majesty  and 
government, and  for  disturbing  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  these  Icingdoms,  and  involving  again, 
and  imbruing  their  native  country  in  blood, 
combustion,  and  the  dreadful  calamities  of  a 
war,  civil  and  intestine,  and  rebellion,  under 
which  it  has  laboured  and  groaned  for  many 
years,  and  has  been  the  subject  of  compassion 
even  of  strangers  :  and  in  order  thereunto, 
having  framed  divers  seditious  and  treason- 
able books  and  pamphlets,  the  ordinary  trum- 
pets and  engines  of  sedition  and  rebellion,  and 
in  special  Naphtali,  Jus  Populi  Vindicatum, 
they  sent  the  same  home  to  this  kingdom  to 
be  divulged:  likeas,  they  were  divulged  and 
dispersed,  of  purpose  to  confirm  those  they 
conceived  to  be  in  their  principles  and  per- 
suasion, and  to  poison,  deprave,  and  seduce 
others  to  the  same.     They  did  most  sedi- 
tiously stir  up  the  estate  where  they  lived, 
and  some  of  those  who  had  interest  in  their 
government,  to  a  war  against  his  majesty ; 
and  for  their  engagement  did  promise  and 
suggest  to  them,  that  they  might   expect 
assistance,  at  least  diversion,  from  a  party  of 
their  friends  here :  they,  at  least  some  of 
them,  were,  and  did  traffick  and  practise  in 
England  to  the  same  purpose,  and  did  send 
home,  or  at   least  endeavour  to   get  sent 
home  to  this  kingdom,  arms,  in  order  to  their 
designs  foresaid;   and   for  promoting  and 
effectuating  the  same,  they  had  and  kept 
correspondence  with  disloyal  and  seditious 
persons,  and  in  special  with  divers  who  had 
been  sentenced  and  forfeited,  or  at  least 
declared  fugitives,  for  their  accession  to  the 
late  rebellion ;   and,  in  order  to  this,  have 
their  wives,  friends,  and  emissaries  living 
here  within  this  kingdom,  under  the  warm- 
ness  of  his  majesty's  authority,  and  yet  like 
vipers  endeavouring  the  destruction  of  their 
country.      Amongst  which,  the    said  Mr 
Andrew  Kennedy  was  employed,  and  in  the 
year  1670  or  1671,  had  sent  home  to  him, 
and  did  receive  some  of  these  seditious  and 
treasonable   books,   libels,  pamphlets,  and 
letters,  and  did  disperse  the  same,  and  did 
give  returns  to  the  said  letters,  kept  corre- 
spondence with  them,  and  otherwise  pro- 
moted the  said  designs,  or  did  know  and 
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ooQceal  theiD.    Wherefore  the  taid 


Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  has  art  and 
part,  and  accession  to  the  said  crimes  of 
treason ;  and  was  lawfully  chai^ged,  Angust 
3d  htf  t,  to  compear  hefore  the  justiciary ; 
and,  not  compearing,  he  is  decerned  to  he 
denounced  to  be  our  sovereign  lord's  rebel, 
and  ordained  to  be  put  to  the  horn,  and 
his  moTcable  goods  and  gear  brought  in  for 
his  migestjr's  use,  as  fugitive.  Which  was 
pronounced  as  doom*** 

It  is  almost  needless  to  make  reflections 
on  this  procedure.  The  libel  seems  rather 
to  be  against  the  banished  ministers  than 
Mr  Kennedy,  and  stuffed  with  yirulent  and 
invidious  umuendos  upon  them,  every  way 
groundless  and  ill  founded,  as  the  reader  no 
doubt  hath  observed  in  the  former  part  of 
this  work :  yea,  there  are  some  plain  &]s»- 
hoods  advanced  against  them,  as  that  story 
made  up  at  Edinbui^h,  that  they  had  stirred 
up  the  states  to  war,  and  promised  assistance 
in  Scotland;  which  is  so  evidently  fiUsci 
that  it  needs  no  refutation;  and  when  Mr 
Kennedy's  part  comes,  it  is  evidently  strain- 
ed. The  mimsters,  from  whom  perhaps  he 
might  have  letters,  were  not  intercommuned, 
and  nothing  can  be  more  forced  than  the 
chaige  on  him  about  the  prohibited  books : 
and  yet  he  is,  in  absence,  found  art  and  part  in 
treason,  and  denounced  and  declared  fugitive. 

I  shall  conclude  this  account  of  hardships 
this  year,  on  the  score  of  nonconformity  and 
conventicles,  with  an  abbreviate  of  the  fines 
imposed  about  this  time,  upon  the  heritors 
of  the  shire  of  Renfrew,  which  is  none  of  the 
largest  of  our  counties,  for  withdrawing  from 
public  worship,  keeping  of  conventicles,  dis- 
orderly baptisms  and  marriages. 

Sir  Geoige  Ma:(well  of  New- 
ark, his  yearly  valued  rent 
in  this  shire  being  sixteen 
hundred  pounds  Scots,  is 
decerned  in  the  eighth  part 
of  his  rent,  for  each  Sab- 
bath's absence  from  the 
church,  which  is  two  hun- 
dred pounds  Scots.  This, 
in  the  year,  counting  fifty- 
ino  Sabbaths,  extends  to 
ten  thousand  four  hundred 


pounds,  and  he  ia  fined  fiir 

three  yean*  abaenoe  in  .  £31,800  0  0 
The  same  gentkmaii»  eontem 

to  the  valuation  foraaaid, 

as  guilty  of  a  cooveotiflle 

weekly,  for  the  space  of 

three  years,  which  byaetof 

parliament  is  the  fourth 

part  of  the  yearly  rent»  ia 

fined  in 68,400    0    0 

Item,  for  a  disorderiy  baptism 

yearly,  ilk  of  the  said  three 

years,  (the  gentleman,  for 

noncompearanoejbeing  held 

as  confest  on  all  the  parti 

of  the  libel)  a  fourth  pari 

of  his  yearly  rent,  which  is 

four  hundred  pounds,  mdt 

in  three  years'  time,  .  .  1,800  0  0 
This  gentleman  then,  for  those 

deUnquencies^  during  three 

years,  which  is  the  term  ci 

the  act  of  parliament,  in 

whole  is  fined  in    .    .    .    94,300    0   0 


The  laird  of  Dnchal  (now 

Porterfield  of  that  ilk)  his 

yearly  valued  rent  being 

fourteen  hundred  pounds, 

and  holden  as  confest  upon 

the  whole  libel,  is  decerned 

as  guilty  of  the  foresaid 

delinquencies,  for  the  space 

and  causes  foresaid  (the 

particulars  I  pass  after  this, 

and  give  the  total  sum  for 

shortness)  is  fined  in  .  84^400  0  0 
William  Cuningham  of  Cam- 

curran,  his  yearly  rent  being 

two  hundred  thirty-three 

pounds,  six  shillings,  eight 

pennies,  and  holden  as  con- 
fest for  the  crimes  foresaid, 

is  fined  in 15,833    6    8 

John  Maxwell  of  Dai^vel, 

for  the   causes  and  time 

foresaid^  in 18,900    0    0 

John  Brisbane  of  Freeknd, 

for  the  causes   and  time 

foresaid,  in  .  .  .  ,  3,900  0  0 
Gavin  Walkinsha|r  of  that 

ilk,  in 8,489    0    0 
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Sir  Cteorge  Maxwell  of  Ne- 
ther-Pollock, in     .    .    .    03,e00    0    0 

Matthew  Stuart  in  MeaniB, 
in 6,3d9    0    0 

John  Pollock  of  Falside,  in  .    3,510    0    0 

James  Hamilton  of  Langtoon, 

in 18,427    0    0 

Mr  James  Pollock  of  Balgray, 
in 15,833    6    8 


Total 


£368,031  13    4 


This  is  a  terrible  sum  from  eight  or  ten 
gentlemen,  and  most  of  them  of  the  smaller 
set  of  heritors  in  this  shire.  It  must  be 
owned,  that  these  sums  in  which  they  were 
decerned,  were  not  all  uplifted,  otherwise 
the  gentlemen  had  been  entirely  ruined; 
yet  tiiey  were  compounded  for,  and  the 
heritors  were  harassed  until  the  composition 
(which  in  some  of  their  cases  was  very 
high)  was  paid  exactly.  I  cannot,  indeed, 
fix  the  precise  time  when  these  gentlemen 
were  thus  fined :  thb  year  is  the  third  from 
the  acts  of  parliament  appointed  those  fines, 
and  the  abbreviate  before  me,  wanting  a 
date,  I  insert  it  here.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
after  this,  at  the  end  of  the  next  three  years, 
which  were  added  to  the  period  of  the 
acts  of  parliament  last  session:  but  the 
matter  of  fact  is  certain,  they  were  thus 
decerned;  and  what  an  unexemplified  and 
unreasonable  practice  was  this,  to  oppress 
so  great  numbers  of  the  best  subjects  the 
king  had,  merely  because  their  conscience 
£d  not  allow  them  to  quit  their  principles, 
and  submit  to  the  yoke  of  prelacy;  while,  in 
the  meantime,  none  of  them  could  be  charged 
with  the  least  branch  of  rebellion  or  disloy- 
alty ?  I  know  the  §ame  fines  were  imposed 
upon  vast  numbers  of  gentlemen  in  all  the 
neighbouring  shires,  Dumbarton,  Lanark, 
Ayr,  Galloway,  and  Dumfries ;  but  having 
met  with  no  particular  lists  of  them,  I  leave 
this  head.  The  reader  will  easily  frame  a 
notion  oi  the  prodigious  sums  imposed  at 
this  time  on  the  west  and  south,  fh>m  this 
small  part  here  set  down.  Those  hardships 
upon  gentlemen  and  ministers  this  year,  and 
the  course  of  this  persecution,  had  various 
eonaeqnents.  Some  of  the  ministers  who 
had  oonformed  to  prelacy,  began  to  open  \ 
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their  eyes,  and  take  up  the  evil  of 
their  way.    We  heard  Uwt  year  of 
the  two  excellent  brothers,  Messrs   Alex- 
ander and  John  Carmichaels;  and,  I  think, 
it  is  this  year  the  reverend  Mr  Thomas 
Forester  breaks  off  from  prelacy,  an  account 
of  which  shall  be  given  next  year,  when  his 
persecution  begins  for  preaching  the  gospeL 
Great  numbers  of  presbjrterian  ministers,  and 
some  gentlemen,  withdrew  from  their  habita- 
tions, and  several  went  off  the  kingdom,  and 
were  declared  fugitives,  and  intercommuned. 
Such  ministers  who   continued  in  the 
country,  and  had  no  freedom  to  subject 
themselves  to  the  council's  orders  in  con- 
finmg  themselves,  were  under  no  small  diffi- 
culties.    Some  of  them,  about  eight  or  ten, 
met  together,  and  drew  up  their  reasons 
why  they  could  not  comply  with  the  council's 
orders,  but  the  paper  was  never  presented ; 
and  since  it  is  already  printed.  History  of 
the  Indulgence,  pp.  48,  50,  I  shall  not 
insert  it    I  have  a  double  of  this  paper 
before  me,  signed  Hugh  Smith,  John  Burnet, 
Robert  Fleming,  John   Blackader,  David 
Hume,  Alexander  Jamison,  George  Camp- 
bell, Donald  CaigiU.    The  method  the  re- 
verend Mr  John  Burnet,  minister  of  the 
gospel  at  Kilbride  near  Glasgow,  took  at  this 
time,  was  more  noticed.    When   he  was 
cited  in  to  the  council,  sickness  prevented 
his  appearing ;  and  therefore  he  sent  a  letter 
to  the  chancellor,  with  the  reasons  why  he 
could  not  accept  the  offered  indulgence,  nor 
enter  into  his  confinement    The  draught 
of  the  reasons  was  formed  to  have  been 
delivered  to  the  council,  and  his  sickness 
hindered  his  altering  the  tenor  of  it.    The 
reader  wiU  find  both  in  the  History  of  the 
Indulgence,  p.    42.  &c.    Mr  Burnet  was  a 
minister  of  great  solidity  and  learning;  and 
though  he  had  no  freedom  to  fall  in  with 
the  indulgence  himself,  yet  he  was  very 
opposite  to  division  upon  that  score,  and 
both  heard  the    indulged   ministers,  and 
pressed  his  people  at  Kilbride,  among  whom 
he  lived,  to  do  so.     He  had  been  singularly 
useful  in  that  parish,  where  there  were  a 
great  many  qiiakers  and  separatists;  and 
yet,  by  his  painful  and  excellent  preachings 
and  other  labours,  he  reclaimed  most  part 
of  them.     I  find,  Mr  Burnet  died  in  Wl 
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awurance,   and   great    peace,    De- 
cember 22d,  1673.    The  last  words 
he  was  heard  speak,  were,  **  Glory,  glory, 

glory!" 

Thus  matters  stood  this  year  in  Scotland; 
but  in  England  affairs  took  a  great  turn. 
There  the  parliament,  in  April,  address 
against  the  liberty  allowed  to  papists.  The 
king  saw  fit  to  take  away  this,  and  yet 
to  continue  the  toleration  to  dissenters  for 
a  little  to  please  the  conmions,  w^heu  the 
Dutch  war  was  ?ery  unpopular,  as  well  as 
unsuccessfuL  The  duke  of  York  was  mar- 
ried to  the  duke  of  Modena  his  daughter, 
and  the  Cabal  who  managed  all  at  court  for 
some  time  were  divided  and  scattered, 
Clifford,  Arlington,  Buckingham,  Ashley- 
cowper,  and  Lauderdale.  Ashley-cowper, 
or  the  earl  of  Shaftsbury,  left  the  court,  and 
struck  in  with  the  country  party.  The 
house  of  commons  impeach  Buckingham; 
and  I^uderdale,  now  mightily  in  favour  with 
the  king,  was  voted  by  them  to  be  a  griev- 
ance to  England,  and  unfit  to  be  employed 
in  any  office:  whereupon  he  makes  the  best 
of  his  way  to  Scotland.  Here,  in  Decem- 
ber he  holds  his  fourth  session  of  parliament 

The  open  differences  which  fell  in  among 
them,  prevented  their  meddling  with  church 
affairs,  and  the  suffering  presbyteriaus;  and 
therefore  I  shall  say  very  little  about  them. 
The  king*s  letter  to  this  session  is  in  print; 
and  Lauderdale  makes  his  majesty  speak 
therein  with  considerable  warmth  against 
presbytcrians,  probably  to  secure  to  himself 
the  bishops  and  their  dependants,  that  he 
might  the  better  oppose  the  duke  of  Hamil- 
ton and  his  country  party,  who  were  now 
openly  broken  with  Lauderdale.  Thus  the 
king  is  made  to  say  in  his  letter,  "  that  one 
of  the  principal  reasons  of  keeping  this 
session  of  parliament,  is,  that  effectual 
courses  may  be  laid  down,  for  punishing  and 
curbing  the  insolent  field  conventicles,  and 
other  seditious  practices."  The  indulgence 
is  insisted  upon,  as  what  mightily  aggravates 
the  evil  of  these ;  the  former  laws  are  com- 
mended, and  the  want  of  execution  of  them 
complained  of;  and  it  is  added,  *'  we  must 
now,  therefore,  once  for  all,  lay  down  such 
solid  and  effectual  courses,  as  the  whole 
kingdom  may  see  tluit  both  you  and  we  are 


in  earnest,  and  that  if  &inieat  will  not  do, 
force  must  compel  the  refnctory,  to  be 
peaceable  and  obey  the  law."  This  letter 
the  duke  seconds  with  a  speech  to  the  same 
purpose,  which  is  likewise  printed.  Yet 
Providence  put  a  stop  to  their  fidling  upon 
the  presbyteriaus.  The  aathor  of  the  Griev- 
ances under  the  Duke  q(  Laodo-dale's  Minis- 
try, hath  several  reflections  upon  the  strain 
of  this  letter:  he  remarks.  That  if  the  Loid 
had  not  beat  down  this  man  to  the  earth, 
when  breathing  such  threatenings  and 
slaughter,  we  would  have  been  an  Aceldami. 
He  says,  the  introduction  of  a  Service-book 
into  Scotland  was  at  this  time  designed,  ud 
the  form  of  it  prepared,  and  the  commis- 
sioner chai^ged  to  carry  it  through,  this  par- 
liament. In  short,  he  notices  the  incon- 
sistency of  this  minatory  letter,  with  the 
duke's  coming  to  take  sanctuary  in  Scothmd, 
and  his  professed  kindness  to  nonconformistSi 

Whatever  were  the  commissioner's  pro- 
jects, they  were  all  finstrated ;  for  when  he 
proposed  a  new  supply  to  his  master,  and 
that  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
articles,  the  first  stand  that  was  offered  to 
the  measures  of  the  court,  since  the  restor- 
ation, is  made ;  and  the  duke  of  Hamiltoo 
moves.  That  the  grievances  of  the  country 
might  first  be  represented  to  the  king;  and, 
after  that,  declared  he  was  willing  to  go 
into  a  supply.  Warm  debates  arose  in  the 
house,  and  when  the  commissioner  appeared 
with  some  briskness  for  the  supply,  one  of 
the  members  asked,  Whether  this  was  a  free 
parliament  or  not?  Sir  Patrick  Hume  of 
Pol  wart,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  spoke 
with  abundance  of  freedom  and  plaiunesi. 
There  are  three  or  four  acts,  about  trivial 
matters,  passed,  which  duke  Hamilton  and 
his  party  did  not  oppose;  but  nothing  of 
moment  got  through :  so  Lauderdale  had  no 
other  shift  but  to  adjourn  the  parliament  to 
March  next  The  earl  of  Ai^le,  Kincar- 
dine, Sir  James  Dalrymplc  of  Stair,  were  at 
this  time  upon  the  commissioner's  party, 
with  all  the  bishops. 

Before  the  sittinnr  donn  of  tlie  parliament, 
in  November,  a  short  account  of  affairs  in 
Scotland  was  drawn  up  by  a  considerable 
lawyer,  probably  to  be  communicated  to 
friends  through  the  country  and  in  England. 
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It  relates  mostly  to  ciTilaffidrs;  but  because 
I  have  not  seen  it  in  print,  and  it  gives  a 
▼iew  of  the  state  of  things  at  this  time,  I 
hare  insert  it,  as  a  note.*     Upon  the  ad- 


•  A  sfiort  account  ofaffatrtjrom  Scotland,  No- 
vember, 167S. 

The  preanit  show  of  things  with  ai,  may  be 
taken  up  in  its  cml,  and  next  in  its  religious  or 
ecclesiastical  parts:  in  the  civil  we  may  again 
floniuder,  Imo.  The  body  of  the  people.  2do. 
The  courts  of  judicature.  Stio.  His  mi^esty*s 
revenues.  4  to.  llie  commerce  or  trade.  As 
for  the  first  head,  touching  the  body  of  the 
propic,  our  nobility  here  do  make  the  greatest 
name,  for  they  are  numerous,  above  a  hundred, 
bat  'withal  so  generally  broken  through  mis- 
govemment,  that  the  full  payment  of  their  debts 
would  deliver  us  at  least  of  the  one  half;  and  of 
the  other,  there  are  not  thirty  that  can  be  reck- 
oned singly  to  £500  per  annum,  of  free  estate, 
and  BlmoiH  all  of  them  also  under  great  burdens ; 
now,  that  our  high  titles  and  low  fortunes  must 
indlne  them  to  vanity  and  oppression,  is  too  evi- 
dent: it  is  true,  their  number  gives  them  a 
greater  sway  in  our  parliaments,  but  as  we  are 
all  at  present  stated,  under  his  majesty's  absence, 
in  place  of  being  serviceable  to  bim,  their  decay 
and  poverty  dou  render  them  obnoxious  to  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  favourite;  so  that  all 
tbinga  being  weighed,  it  may  be  truly  affirmed, 
that  their  want  of  estates,  and  their  real  interest, 
makca  them  useleM  and  unprofitable  to  the  king 
and  country;  and  that  therefore  the  pensions 
paid  to  them  out  of  our  exchequer,  is  a  mere 
profodion.  As  for  our  gentry,  though  many  of 
them  he  under  the  common  calamity  of  debt, 
and  moat  of  them  but  of  small  estates,  yet  it  is 
among  them,  that  the  most  may  be  found  capa- 
ble of  bis  majesty's  service,  if  they  were  not 
debarred  therefrom,  by  some  late  unlucky  re- 
straints. 

After  this  Jescrfption,  I  should  proceed  to  our 
enorta  of  judicature,  were  it  not  that  Lauderdale 
standa  in  the  way;  and  therefore  I  must  tell 
vou,  that  this  man,  under  the  pretext  of  being 
nb  majesty's  MoIe  secretary,  ana  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  residing  at  court,  is,  and  hath  been, 
thir  years  bygone,  not  so  much  his  minister  as 
our  master;  for  he,  being  the  king's  informer  in 
our  matters,  excluding  ail  others  with  a  severe 
jealooay,  and  having  the  absolute  disposal  of  all 
plaeea,  gifts,  and  other  things  that  concern  us. 
It  M  evident,  that  not  only  perwms,  but  our 
oourta  also  must  depend  entirely  on  his  pleasure. 
It  in  not  my  purpose  here  to  give  you  an  account 
of  bis  malversations ;  his  very  place  and  power 
is  in  elfetrt  so  extraordinarily  <'xorbitaiit,  that 
we  cannot  l>ear  it.  I  might  tell  you,  that  a  de- 
puty-king in  as  absurd  as  a  deputy- father  in  na^ 
tore;  but  this  is  not  the  worst  of  our  case.  If 
I.4uiderda]e  did  reside  amongst  us,  he  even  would 
be  more  tolerable ;  but  he,  being  for  most  part 
absent  as  well  as  the  king,  doth  exercise  the 
po«rer  of  his  own  creatures,  so  that  they  moving 
them  according  as  thev  please<l  to  suggest,  all 
men  are  so  exposed  to  their  clandestine  and  par- 
tial informations,  that  it  is  very  certain,  that 
the  meanest  of  his  favourites  are  courted  by  the 
^vnttmt  of  our  nobles:  and,  if  I  may  say  it  with 
it'vereiire,  the  kindness  of  hi.s  valet  de  chambre, 
i»  more  Miught  after  than  bin  migenty's  grace  and 


jonming  the  parliament,  both  sides 
send  up  their  confidents  to  court 
Of  the  country  party,  duke  Hamilton,  the 
earl  of  Dumfries,  and  others,  go  up.    They 


fiivour.  If  he  demand  evidence  for  this  allega- 
tion, the  proof  and  the  remedy  are  the  same 
thing ;  and  all  we  crave,  if  without  Lauderdale's 
leave  we  dare  crave  any  thing,  is,  that  bis  ma- 
jesty would  graciously  signify,  that  he  will  re- 
ceive our  immediate  addresses. 

The  second  head  is  that  of  our  judicatories, 
and,  under  it,  I  do  only  notice  the  king's  privy 
council  and  the  session,  which  are  the  supreme 
courts  of  justice :  for  the  lords  of  council,  there 
are  some  of  them  verv  weak  men,  who  are  par- 
tially put  in  by  Lauderdale.  I  shall  only  now 
add,  tnat,  considering  bow  that  Lauderdide  doth 
all  at  court,  and  leaveth  nothing  to  the  oonncil 
save  only  an  obsequious  execution  to  be  managed 
by  his  brother  Halton,  it  matters  not  how  our 
council  be  constitute.  It  Is  well  known  to  all, 
that  Lauderdale,  these  years  bypast,  doth,  by 
himself,  without  asking  their  advice,  1st.  Ap- 
point principal  officers  of  state,  bishops,  general 
commanders,  privy  counsellors,  lords  of  session. 
2dly.  Levy  and  disband  forces.  Sdly.  Call 
and  keep  on  this  parliament  now  these  four 
years,  and,  in  fine,  doth  all  things  at  his  will ; 
so  that  the  council,  though  it  hath  the  name  of 
his  majesty's  council,  yet  in  effiect  is  not  so  much 
his  as  Lauderdale's.  In  the  next  place,  I  am  to 
speak  of  the  session,  which,  having  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  is  certainly  of  the  greatest  im- 
port to  this  nation.  This  court  consists  of  fifteen 
ordinary  lords,  whereof  one  is  constant  presi- 
dent, four  extraordinary  lords,  and  the  lord 
chancellor.  When  it  wiis  re-established  in  the 
year  16U1,  things  went  pretty  fair,  until  of  late 
that  the  evil  is  bec«>ine  quite  insupportable  :  for, 
1st  I^urlerdale,  to  the  ignorant  men  that  were 
before,  hath  added  worse,  such  as  his  brother 
Halton,  and  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  a  mer- 
chant; one  Maitland  of  Pitrichie,  a  mean  coun- 
try gentleman,  and  Mr  Robert  I'reston,  an  old 
country  collector,  men  all  of  them  so  unskilled 
in  law,  that  if  the  very  examination  ordained  by 
act  of  parliament,  had  been  seriously  gone  ab«>ut, 
it  would  have  debarred  them  in  their  entr\'. 
But,  Sdly.  Halton,  weak  as  he  is,  seconded  by 
Jjauderdale's  power  and  the  amigtance  of  the  pre- 
sident, who  is  also  of  Lauderdale's  making,  and 
by  his  place  hath  an  influence  too  great  fur  any 
court,  hath  in  a  manner  an  absolute  sway ;  and, 
by  his  evil  example,  favour,  brilierv,  and  other 
indirect  practices,  doth  sadly  prevail  to  the  un- 
settling of  right  and  property;  for  proof  and  re- 
medy whereof,  if  it  would  please  his  majesty  to 
call  for  some  of  our  lawyers,  I  am  sure  that  not 
only  what  i  affirm  would  be  verified,  but  at  least 
six  or  seven  of  these  judges  rejected,  and  the 
r4>uutry  greatly  eased  and  gratified.  The  grant- 
ing of  protection  to  debitors  against  law,  is  also 
an  heavy  grievance  against  justice,  for  though 
the  act  of  parliament  ho  severely  prohibits  them, 
declaring  the  lords  of  council  and  session,  who 
shall  presume  to  grant  any  such  thing,  liable  to 
pay  the  debt ;  yet  it  is  ordinary  at  present  fur 
niNolvent  debitors,  to  deal  by  money  with  Lau- 
<lerdale's  servants,  and  obtain  the  king's  pn>tec- 
tion  ;  HO  that  in  a  manner  ihey  are  become  cur« 
rent  for  five  pounds  sterUn\^\tT\cft. 
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complained  that  the  duke  and  his  '  other  party  answered  all;  and  duke  Hamil- 

brother  Halton    had  engros^d  to    ton  and  his  friends  had  hut  a  eold  rerep- 

themselvPH  and  friends,  all  the  profitable    tion.    There  was  not  a  word  concemin^ 

places  and  posts  in  the  kin^om.     The   religion  from  any  side.    Next  y< 


The  third  bend  w  that  of  his  mnjesty*ii  rrreniie, 
which  tJiketh  In  oar  court  of  exrDM|un'.  When 
kini;  Jamet  went  to  England,  be  wiUingly  din. 
tributed  the  Srottith  revenue,  beini;  then  very 
nniall,  among  the  lords  and  others,  whose  active 
and  unquiet  spirits  he  thought  fit  to  oblige ;  but 
since  that  time,  both  the  condition  of  things  is 
quite  altered,  and  the  revenue  greatW  increased, 
and  yet  his  majesty  hath  no  benefit  by  it.  The 
king  may  have  a  revenue  in  Scotland  yearly,  one 
way  and  other,  betwixt  eighty  and  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds  per  annum :  to  this  may  be 
added  the  great  sums  uplifted  by  the  general 
filling,  in  the  year  1665,  the  taxation  granted  the 
same  year  for  five  years  thereafter,  and  two 
years' aiMeBsment,  one  in  1667,  and  another  in 
1673,  which  assessment  alone  did  amount  to 
above  i;ii4.,000  sterling,  and  yet  of  all  the  said 
sums  what  account  hath  his  majesty  got  ?  It  is 
true,  that  sinc^  his  return  we  have  had  a  stand- 
ing troop  or  two  of  horse,  and  some  companies 
of  foot,  to  which  were  added  for  about  a  twelve- 
month, in  the  year  1666  and  1667.  two  thousand 
foot  and  five  troop  of  horse.  I  allow  also  hon- 
ourable pensions  to  his  majesty's  principal 
oflicers,  and  other  deserving  persons ;  but  it  is 
evident  that  all  these  particulars  fall  diort  of  so 
great  a  diarge ;  and,  in  effect,  when  Tweeddale 
dnd  Sir  Robert  Murray  did  manage  the  treas- 
uries, they,  in  a  short  time,  made  up  to  the 
king  a  good  cash ;  but  all  that  is  now  dissipate, 
and  the  whole  revenue  expended,  which  I  am 
sure  doth  at  least  merit  an  exact  sean>.b.  For 
direction  whereof,  it  may  be  considered,  IsL 
That  there  are  a  great  many  pensions  granted 
and  continued,  either  without  merit  or  above 
proportinn,  and,  which  Is  vet  worse,  merely  on 
I>aiiderdiile*s  pleasure,  l^hus  there  was 'five 
hundred  pounds  sterlinflr,  of  yearly  pension, 
given  to  the  countess  of  Dysart,  before  she  was 
cither  cniiiitess  or  duchess  of  I^uderdale ;  for  the 
rest  I  shall  not  name  them.  1  have  told  already, 
what  is  the  condition  and  deserving  of  many  of 
our  lords  who  have  pensions,  and  that  may 
satisfy;  only,  there  is  amongst  them  a  com- 
plaint, that  severals,  who  have  Indeed  suffered 
fur  the  king,  are  least  noticeil.  ^My.  I^auder- 
dsle's  allowance  as  commissioner,  is  a  most  gross 
abuse.  Ye  know  that  he  called  this  parliament 
in  order  to  a  treaty  of  union  with  England; 
and  it  is  also  true,  that  the  parliament  did  end, 
in  a  little  more  than  two  hours,  all  that  they  did 
alMiut  it ;  and  yet  he  hath  kept  it  up  now  above 
these  four  years,  and  under  this  pretext  gets 
vast  sums,  sixteen  thousand  pounds  sterling  for 
his  equipage,  when  first  made  commissioner; 
next,  fifty  pounds  sterling  per  diem,  during  the 
first  two  sessions,  and  fifty  pounds  sterling  per 
diem,  during  the  third,  as  long  as  he  shall  please 
to  continue  this  fourth  session  of  parliament,  and 
ten  or  fifteen  pounds  sterling  per  diem,  during 
all  the  time  of  its  recesses ;  which  sums  being 
dulv  calculated  make  up  the  sum  of  — .— —  and 
will  be  found  to  amount  to  more  yearly  than  our 
ancient  kings  had  in  revenue.  Sdly.  There 
an  great  gifu  grunted  by  no  other  rule  than  tVvr 
Arour,  Mt  m  gift  of  cacualty,  due  before  the 


king's  return,  to  Laodcrdale  and  otherB,  and 
gifts  of  all  wards  and  marriages,  for  the  snare 
,  of  three  years,  to  the  earl  of  Ikincardlne,  wakh 
:  gift  is  lately  renewed,  and  eontinued  for  more 
years ;  a  gift  of  ullimut  kttret  of  the  earldom  of 
Dundee  to  the  kird  Halton,  and  many  othcit 
of  the  like  nature  which  cannot  be  nckonel 
But  the  sum  of  all  is,  that  when  his  mijcsty's 
revenues  and  casualties  shall  be  exactly  stated, 
and  all  necessary  disbursements  discoonted,  1  wm 
confident  there  will  remain  a  supcrplus  oif  bal- 
ance, at  Least  three  or  four  thousand  pounds  Her* 
ling  per  annum,  whereof  no  good  account  can  W 
given.  I  wish  his  majestj  be  not,  in  phis 
terms,  defrauded.  Thus  you  see  how  his  ma- 
jesty's revenue  is  inverted,  neither  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  commissioners  of  the  tressnry 
and  exchequer  should  provide  a  nrmedy,  all  m 
them  being  at  Lauderdale's  reverence  by  reasia 
of  tbeir  pc'nslons,  and  severals  of  them  sbaren 
of  the  spoils.  It  Is  also  a  great  abus»,  that  tben 
is  not  a  gift  or  signature  that  passes  his  majcsty'i 
hand  at  Whitehall,  whkh  is  not  first  tranMUied 
for  in  Scotland,  and  money  paid  for  It  to  Hat 
ton  before  it  be  sent  up;  and  sobslnf  thnssati^ 
fied,  and  got  to  be  recommended,  bis  mBgtttfi 
advantage  or  detriment  is  little  more  Biindsd. 

llie  fourth  head,  is  that  of  ceounefcs  sad 
trade,  for  which  the  laws  lately  aaade  havs  bc« 
so  grossly  perverted,  that  they  seem  raihtf  is 
have  been  designed  for  tbe  benefit  of  partlcahr 
persons,  and  the  ruin  of  the  public,  than  for  say 
other  end.  Thus  it  being  declared,  in  the  pv- 
liament  i66S,  that  the  regulation  of  trade  belM 
to  his  majesty's  prerogative,  which  was  densMf 
the  better  composing  of  differences  with  £b|- 
land,  his  majesty  is  lately  moved,  by  virtus  sf 
this  act,  to  pnihibit  all  foreign  salt,  and  then  I* 
grant  a  monopolis  of  inland  salt  to  thecarisf 
Kincardine,  contrary  to  the  express  advies  sf 
the  lords  of  the  exchequer,  and  to  tbe  great  hsit 
of  the  whole  country.  2dly.  By  virtue  of  the 
same  warrant,  there  is  an  imposition  of  eight 
pennies  per  pound,  laid  on  tobacco,  and  inia^ 
diately  the  gift  granted  to  Sir  John  MIcsImPi 
and  with  him  both  Halton  and  others  are  psiw 
takers.  Sdly,  I'bere  being  an  act  made  for  tht 
importing  of  brandy  and  mm,  the  gift  of  lirtns- 
ing  them  Is  lately  conferred  on  the  lord  Elphin- 
stone,  Hal  ton's  son-in-law ;  and  this  gift  was 
impetrate,  so  that  it  is  openly  reported  that  Us 
majesty  was  informed  of  the  thing,  as  worth 
no  more  than  eishty  or  a  hundred  pounds  yariyi 
whereas  it  truly  renders  above  three  thoawnd 
pounds.  It  Is  also  a  great  abuse^  that  slacs 
Halton  was  made  general  of  our  mint,  the 
country  hath  been  filled  with  a  ll|^t  copper 
coin,  and  likewise  tbe  fineness  of  our  silver  csii 
hath  been  debased  below  the  old  standard,  kr 
both  which,  It  is  said,  that  he  hath  seemed  hlA- 
self  hy  his  majesty's  discharge  and  indemnhf. 
As  also  the  leg-dollars  being  current  for  fifty- 
eight  pence,  were  usually  imported  bj  our  UMr- 
chants  to  the  great  good  of  the  country,  and  yst 
of  Ifite  they  have  been  cried  down  to  finy-six 
\  pence,  for  no  sufficient  reason,  ezoept  that  they 
\  nt\\2\kt  \m  Vktou^x.  Vgl  \«c  VaSi!Llma  to  tbe  mint. 
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fbither  aMonnt  of  thii  may  oome  in,  as  liko- 
wiw  of  the  projects  and  grieyanoes  the  pre- 
lates desigiied  to  hare  laid  before  this  ses- 
sioDy  but  were  prevented  by  the  differences 
UDong  our  g^reat  men. 

I  promised,  at  the  close  of  this  year,  to 
take  notice  of  some  other  less  material 
things,  which  came  not  in  upon  the  former 
generals,  and  shall  rery  quickly  despatch 
tbcnou  Upon  January  9th,  I  find  a  remis- 
noD  is  read  in  council,  to  Mr  Archibald 
Beith,  curate  in  Arran,  for  his  accession  to 
the  slaoghter  of  Allan  Gardiner,  merchant 
in  Irrine.  Mr  Boith,  and  one  Donald 
M'Oibbon,  who  lived  in  a  remote  place  of 
the  island,  made  it  their  work  to  oppress 
people  who  put  in  there.  Upon  the  27th 
of  April,  1671,  after  professed  kindness  Mr 
Beith  shot  the  above-designed  person,  and 
was  Mixed :  and  in  July,  I  meet  with  him 


pannelled  before  the  justice  court  for  |g,jQ 
murder:  after  many  dilators,  June 

;  24th,  1672,  be  is,  by  an  assize,  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  at  the  cross  of 
Edinburgh ;  but  the  day  left  to  themselves. 
They  delay  naming  the  day  from  time  to 

!  time ;  and  about  the  beginning  of  this  year, 

I  his  remission  comes  down.* 

I  Mr  John  Row,  curate  of  BalmaclcUan, 
after  he  had  got  the  fine  laid  upon  the  parish 
for  the  pretended  riot,  was,  last  year,  by 

,  the  council,  September  13tb,  transported  to 
the  parish  of  Stainkirk,  (Stony kirk,  more 
properly  Stephen  Kirk,)  in  the  shire  of 
Wigtou;  and  the  council  write  a  letter  to 
the  laird  of  Garthland,  patron  there,  to 
grant  him  a  presentation.  This  year,  March 
7th,  a  complaint  is  made  in  council,  that 
when  he  came  to  Stainkirk,  the  kirk  locks 
were  spoiled,  and  he  had  not  access,  and 


f«r  Halton't  benefit.  To  conclade  thii 
dvU  part,  I  night  lubjoin  Mverml  besds  of 
LMMlerdale's  malvemtion,  but  it  would  be  ted  I- 
MH  to  vrckoii  them.  1  only  cannot  fisM,  Ut. 
An  act  made  in  I66S,  by  his  pronirement, 
wksreim  under  a  pretext  or  a  loyal  offer  of  our 
iiiie  to  his  majesty,  the  country  is  obliged  to 
have  la  reodiness  at  his  mj^esty'a  command, 
tmrnatj  thousand  foot,  and  two  thousand  horw, 
to  asm  in  any  part  of  his  majesty's  dominions, 
wUeh,  as  It  ma j  ooeasion  an  heavy  burden  to 
•a  al  hooM,  so  it  hath  been  and  is  still  to  con- 
Haoa  a  gmund  of  division  and  jealousy  to  the 
kingdom  of  England ;  neither  hath  it  any  real 
Import  for  his  mi^^esty's  interest,  seeing  that  his 
nnisnbted  ancient  prerogative,  together  with 
Us  own  old  law,  doth  give  his  mi^ly  sufficient 
aanranca;  so'  that  this  late  act  can  have  no 
ethar  construction,  than  that  it  was  dsvlsed  by 
Loadordalo,  to  insinuate  into  his  majesty^ 
Ikvoor,  and  render  his  grandeur  more  formid- 
aUa  In  the  English  court.  2dly.  As  to  more 
private  eoooems,  he  makes  an  act  of  the  last  ses- 
slsn  of  parliament,  about  coats  of  arms,  in  fa- 
Tonrs  or  Sir  Charles  Erskine,  lord  iyuii,  and 
his  kinsman,  which  conduceth  to  the  country's 
gTMt  trouble  of  superfluous  expense.  Sdly.  lie 
mow  the  king  to  ouy  an  UHeless  rock  in  tne  sea, 
iHth  a  amall  tort  called  the  llaas,  and  to  give  for 
It  an  exorbitant  price  of  four  thouNand  pounds 
Mtrilnga  to  hia  fnend  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay ;  and 
Acn  ho  takea  the  keeping  and  profit  of  it,  by  a 
aaw  f  Ifk,  to  himself,  my,  further,  and  upon 
this  notion,  and  the  bare  pretence  that  Lauder- 
dale had  obtained  from  the  king  a  ceruin  gift  of 
the  ezelae  of  the  town  of  Ediobnrgh,  Sir  An- 
4nw  being  then  prorost,  very  gratefully  mov- 
eth  the  town  to  give  to  Lauderdiue  five  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  itbly.  Within  these  two 
montfas,  he  moved  his  majesty  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  town  council  ot  Edinburgh,  commanding 
them  to  pnt  out  the  clerk,  and  cnooee  another  in 
Us  room ;  and  so  depriving  him  of  his  office  and 


rights,  without  ever  being  heard,  and  lor  no 
known  reason,  save  tliat  his  friend  Sir  Andrew 
was  deuroos  to  have  the  clerk  removed.  And 
further,  the  letter  oontaioeth  an  overawing 
Insinuation  to  the  council,  for  keeping  in  the 
said  Sir  Andrew  to  be  provost,  by  a  new  elec- 
tion, notwithstanding  of  the  universal  dissatis- 
faction of  the  city  against  him.  lliese  are  a 
few  instances  of  Lauderdale's  abuses  and  arbi- 
trary courses,  and  it  is  certain  that  a  particular 
inquiry  would  not  only  discover  many  more, 
but  also  satisfy  all  men,  that  there  was  never  a 
person  of  such  quality  in  trust,  more  vexing  and 
disobliging  to  the  country,  and  more  generally 
disliked. 

Sir,  you  have  here  a  short  account  of  our 
affairs,  which  as  I  do  offer  only  for  direction  to  a 
more  accurate  and  full  inquiry,  so  I  am  far  from 
expecting,  as  things  are  at  present  circumstan- 
tiate, a  thorough  and  adequate  reformation. 
All  my  widies  are,  that  this  may  prove  at  least 
an  useful  incitement  to  move  men  to  a^ust 
thioss  In  some  more  reasonable  and  equal  way, 
for  the  necessary  relief  of  a  distrest  country ;  for 
producing  ivhereof,  I  shall  not  presume  to  offer 
any  other  advice  than  that  his  mi^ty  would 
be  pleased  to  call  some  of  the  lords  and  others  of 
his  council,  who  are  known  to  be  most  sufficient 
and  free  of  any  Laudcrdelian  dependance,  to 
give  their  opinion  both  of  the  evil%  and  of  their 
remedies. 

•  After  he  was  set  at  liberty  in  the  manner 
mentioned  in  the  text,  he  came  to  liothsay  on 
his  way  home,  and  was  in  such  extreme  poverty 
that  he  i>etitioned  the  town  council  for  help,  and 
liberty  to  beg.  lliey  granted  him  £20  Scots, 
but  refused  him  pcrmiHsion  to  b^  from  the 
inhabitants.  lie  is  deaigued  *'  late  minister  at 
Kilbride**  (Council  liegister  of  Hothsa^);  so 
we  may  infer  that  he  lost  bis  parinb  for  this 
offence. — Communicated  by  John  M*Kinlay, 
Esq.  Collector  of  Customs  at  Rothaay,  now  at 
A  Bitr  uiher,— Cd. 
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WHS  likewise  hindered  from  possess- 
ing manse  and  glebe.  The  council 
order  inqoirj  to  be  made  into  it ;  but  I  meet 
with  no  prosecution  following.  1  suppose 
it  might  be  about  this  time  he  turned  papist 
April  2d,  I  find  one  James  Baxter  ordered 
by  the  council,  to  be  prosecuted  by  the 
advocate,  for  his  confest  accession  to  the 
riot  committed  upon  the  house  of  Mr 
David  Cunningham,  incumbent  in  Cambus- 
lang.    These  riots  are  now  much  at  an  end. 

July  10th,  the  council  having  a  design  to 
plant  the  parish  of  Barnwell  in  the  shire  of 
Ayr,  with  one  of  the  outed  ministers,  as 
soon  as  Mr  Robert  Kincaid,  present  incum- 
bent, is  provided  for  elsewhere,  they  order 
a  letter  to  be  writ  to  the  earl  of  Gdloway, 
that  he  may  present  him  to  the  parish  of 
Kirkmaho.  IVobably  it  was  the  president 
got  this  favour  to  his  neighbours  in  Bam- 
well.  I  imagine  Mr  Kincaid  would  not 
be  so  welcome  to  the  people  in  the  south ; 
however  the  council  must  be  obeyed.  By 
the  way,  upon  this  head  I  cannot  but  ob- 
serve, that  I  have  frequently  heard  it 
noticed,  that  the  power  of  patrons,  except 
in  point  of  doing  hurt,  was  almost  as  litUc 
in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  and  noblemen 
under  prelacy,  as  since  the  revolution,  when 
it  was  rescinded.  They  were  never  per- 
mitted almost  to  follow  their  own  inclina^ 
tions,  in  giving  presentations,  but  perfectly 
imposed  upon  by  the  prelates,  and  sometimes 
the  council,  or  at  least  some  of  the  managers, 
whom  they  durst  not  disoblige. 

In  December,  this  year,  the  council  issue 
out  a  very  good  proclamation  against  papists, 
which  is  printed,  and  very  long.  Had  the 
prelates  concurred  in  their  capacity,  it  might 
have  been  better  executed;  but,  I  find, 
December  6th,  that  same  day  the  proclama- 
tion is  agreed  to,  the  council,  with  a  regret 
of  their  former  negligence,  renew  their  ap- 
pointment upon  the  archbishops  and  bish- 
ops, as  in  the  former  years,  and  require  ac- 
counts of  such  as  have  made  desertion,  and 
of  the  bishops*  dilipfence  in  excommuni- 
cating those ;  and  order  this  to  be  done  yearly. 
And,  December  23d,  upon  information  that 
one  Whiteford,  a  lieutenant  in  the  guards, 
is  a  papist,  the  council  appoint  him  to  be 
dismissed,  and  that  he  serve  no  longer  there. 


By  a  copy  of  a  letter  before  me,  fron 
Dr  Burnet,  profesmr  of  divinity  at  Glas- 
gow, to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  dated  De- 
cember 15th,  1673,  which  I  have  insertN 
as  a  note,*  1  find  that  the  breach  betweea 


•  Doctor  BurneCs  letter  to  I/iuderdale,  December 

15,  167S. 

May  it  pl«>aM  your  iprace. 
The  unusual  coidneiM  that  appeared  in  ynar 
luokx  aiid  words,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  Wwt 
on  your  gnux  last,  made  me  not  presume  «iu  a 
nearer  addreiis  to  ask  what  I  now  ad  venture,  nnd 
in  thia  way  which  I  hope  shall  offend  Inst, 
which  in  to  know,  what  is  my  crime  that  batli 
rendered  me  so  guilty  in  your  esteem.  To  »erw 
your  grace,  as  it  was  left  upou  me  by  my  4<U 
i'ather,  so  was  It  ever  natural  to  me,  that,  as  la 
the  poor  sphere  wherein  I  have  moved  these  tm 
years  since  I  had  the  honour  first  to  know  ysw 
grace,  it  hath  been  my  constant  care,  so  I  msdi 
account  of  your  grace  s  favour  as  my  blrthnybt; 
and  yet  I  never  pretended  to  any  other  advsa- 
tage  by  it,  being  rewuded  by  the  pleasure  1  iai 
In  it ;  but  when  I  find  I  am  of  a  sudden,  and  I 
hope  without  any  great  guilt,  fallen  not  sdy 
from  any  room  1  perhaps  flattered  myiwlf  I  has 
in  your  grace,  but  am  represented  in  the  bladuit 
characters,  that  is  a  new,  though  a  malicioai 
proof  of  the  instability  of  human  things;  yit 
though  I  am  told  I  may  give  up  your  goodasii 
for  me  as  irrecoverably  lost,  J  shall  with  thi 
sinking  man  catch  hold  of  every  thing  may  bow 
me  up,  and  do  therafwe  beg  onee  to  be  hnri, 
before  I  be  for  ever  condemned.  When  I  wmt 
last  to  London,  it  was  purely  the  desire  of  tW 
duke  and  dutchess  of  Hamilton,  and  my  sva 
readiness  to  serve  them  in  publishing  tlw  me- 
moirs that  made  me  go ;  nor  did  I  see  or  spcik 
with  any  but  them  about  my  journey,  whidi  I 
carried  so  secretly  from  all  others,  that  only  vy 
being  gone  told  1  had  set  out.  While  X  wasst 
London  I  corresponded  with  none  but  daks 
Hamilton,  and  if  his  and  his  datcbesi  their 
vindicating  me  to  your  grace,  from  being  so 
evil  instrument,  onnrrespoiiding  to  yourgnei% 
prejudice,  do  not  clear  me,  1  am  sure  I  need  mC 
expect  it,  though  I  can  give  many  evidsnen^ 
how  that  ever  since  1  had  the  honour  to  knsv 
them,  1  used  all  my  poor  endenvours  to  pifMift 
in  them  all  just  and  deep  impressions  of  jmt 
friendship  for  them,  and  to  allow  no  rsMBt- 
ments.  My  stay  at  London  was  ooeasioiMd  by 
your  grace,  who  found  not  a  convenieiicy  fir 
some  weeks  of  proposing  the  bnsineaa  I  was  Mil 
for  to  his  majesty;  and  though  that  delay  «■ 
heavy  for  me,  yet  I  refused  to  accept  of  the 
oiferN  of  some  great  persons  who  were  willing  I* 
make  my  address,  and  was  resolved  tmtbcr  I* 
lose  the  journey  than  to  have  that  mattar  art- 
posed  bv  any  but  your  grace.  All  the  whus  I 
wns  at  London  I  studied  on  all  occasions  to  ds 
your  grace  right,  which  made  me  pass  under 
tlie  character  of  your  agent,  whirJi  mrWy 
Myner  told  me  a  few  days  before  I  lefl  Wbil»- 
hail,  and  my  lord  Halton  the  last  night  I  mw 
there;  this  seems  an  evidence  that  I  did,  and 
spnke  nothing  to  your  graoe*s  di  sad  vantage. 
And  having  very  clear  expreasiona  of  ysor 
favour  when  vou  left  Whitehall,  I  did  nuC 
doubt  to  find  tJiem  the  same  at  the  Abbey,  im 
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immigsioner  and  him  was  began  about 
me,  which  afterwards,  in  the  year  1 675, 
.  in  the  doctor's  being  an  informer 
(t  the  duke»  before  the  house  of  oom- 
l  come  now  forward  to  the  fbllow- 


CHAP.  IX. 

B  STATE  ABfD  SUFFERINGS  OF  PRESBV- 
TBRIAN8  DURING  THE  YEAR  1674. 

Tus  year  affords  some  more  matter 
^  for  the  history  I  am  upon,  than  the 
r.  Conventicles  were  not  prevented 
gfa  the  kingdom,  by  the  indnlgenoe  to 
ninisters  in  the  west :  the  persecution 
a  onted  ministers,  for  not  confining 
Mlves  to  places  i^pointed  to  them, 
lany  of  them  to  wander  up  and  down ; 
tiey  could  not  there  resist  the  impor- 
9  cravings  of  multitudes  longing  for 
nal  food.  This  increase  of  conventicles 
looompanied  with  severe  finings,  and 

persecution  from  the  council  The 
aent  likewise  was  dissolved ;  the  at- 
3  made  against  Lauderdale  and  his 

came  to  nothing;  several  of  those 
apposed  him  in  the  council,  are  turned 
ind  a  new  council  named ;  abroad  we 

perceive  any  change  till  being  above  stain, 
.  Icept  waiting  above  three  quarter*  of  an 
in  my  boots*  and  no  access  given,  thoof  h 
desired ;  I  was  sJso  told  from  many  hands, 
bolb  your  grace  and  lady  dutchess  had 

Tery  diminishing  characters  of  me,  at 
1 1  had  no  reason  to  complain,  for  I  desired 
ma  myidf  in  my  opinion  more  as  any 
CBD,  and  so  must  aclcnowledge  the  Justice 
lervvluing  me ;  but  finding  myself  out  of 
■Cnre  I  once  stood  in  with  you,  1  resolved 
;  me  quickly  home,  and  saw  very  few  per- 

I  well  remember  with  whom  I  spoke.  I 
id  my  crime  is,  that  1  said  to  some,  your 
dnrst  not  return  to  London.  1  know 
bom  whom  this  comes,  and  with  whom 
dlaeourses  were,  who,  if  they  had  as  faith- 
Vibtfed  all,  as  they  told  the  worst  part  of 
teonmn,  I  nmded  not  apprehend  any  cen- 

Some  asked  me,  how  ye  stood  in  £ngland. 
them,  as  well  with  king  and  duke  as  ever, 
laft  many  In  the  court  and  house  of  com- 
were  angry  with  you,  who  designed  to 
yoa  from  his  mi^iesty,  but  added,  my  fears 
M  boatling  at  this  time  in  England  was  an 
Bce  they  were  neither  fixed  in  their  duty 
If  Bor  duke,  so  that  my  representing  you 
I  to  them,  did  your  grace  a*  great  a  right 
oaald  do.     My  error  in  this  could  not 


had  a  peace  made  up  with  HoUaod,  . 
and  at  home  some  tumults  and  riots, 
and  no  small  debates  among  the  bishops  and 
deigy.  Thesethingswill  fill  up  two  sections. 
In  the  first  I  shall  take  a  view  of  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  ooundl  with  relation  to  oodp 
ventides,  and  such  as  were  concerned  in 
them ;  and  in  the  other,  I  shall  gather  up 
what  other  things  I  find  observable  through 
this  year. 

.  SECT.  I. 

Of  the  actings  of  the  council  this  ifear  about 

conventicles. 

When  the  pailiament  was  adjourned  in  the 
entry  of  the  year,  and  the  animosities 
betwixt  our  different  parties  of  statesmen 
were  going  on,  presbyterians  took  a  little 
liberty  to  preach  and  hear  the  gospel  in 
places  where  the  indulgence  did  not  reach, 
as  what  they  reckoned  both  a  civil  and 
religious  right;  and  it  was  thought  that 
none  of  thd  contending  parties  were  much 
dissatisfied  at  their  increase.  Now  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  kingdom  was  filled 
with  conventicles  in  houses  and  the  fields, 
but  ministers  were  not  so  fond  of  the  fields 
as  to  refuse  invitations  to  vacant  churches 


amount  to  more  than  indiscretion,  and  so  de- 
serves a  milder  oensure  than  traitor  and  rogue : 
but  if  your  araoe  and  lady  dutchess  would 
remember,  I  did  to  both  jrive  hints  of  my  fears 
of  rubs  ye  micht  meet  in  JSooUand,  and  told  you 
of  the  particiuars,  but  saw  myself  laughed  at  as 
a  fool  for  my  advertisements  and  advices :  but 
sure  if  you  both  reflected  on  all  that  ever  I  pre- 
sumed to  say  to  you,  you  will  not  find  that  ever 
I  abused  you  in  a  tittle,  either  by  giving  false 
characters  of  persons  or  things,  or  by  offering  to 
put  any  trick  upon  you :  it  may  be  my  too 
much  freedom  hath.  If  not  offended,  yet,  been 
less  acceptable ;  but  when  you  set  idl  together, 
you  will.  It  may  be,  see  reason  to  mitigate  the 
severity  I  have  met  with  from  you  both  against 
me.  As  I  can  attest  God,  that  I  neither  knew 
of  any  design  to  oppose  you  in  any  thing  before 
I  came  to  Scotland,  so  1  had  no  manner  of 
accession  to  it  directly  nor  indirectly,  and  shall 
never  fail,  be  it  accepted  or  not,  to  render  in 
spite  of  oslumny  and  Jealousy,  all  the  dutiful 
service  in  the  power  of,  your  grace's  most  hum- 
ble, most  faithful,  and  most  obedient  servant, 

GlLBKaT  BuaNXT. 
Directed  on  the  back.    For  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
his  majesty's  high  commissioner 
for  S(x>tland. 
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from  the  heritors  and  people  con- 
cerned. House-conventicles  were 
the  lens  noticed,  that  field  ones  were  so  com- 
mon. Many  of  the  episcopal  incumbents  had 
indeed  so  disgusted  their  hcwrers,  that  their 
meetin|>B  were  but  thin.  In  the  west,  where 
the  indulgence  was  granted,  there  was  no 
need  of  conventicles.  In  many  parts  of 
the  north  there  were  but  few  favourers  of 
preKbyterians ;  and  yet  in  lloss,  Murray, 
end  other  plaa^,  there  were  some;  but  in 
lite,  Perth,  Stirling,  Duubarton,  Lothian, 
Mcrse,  Teviotdalo,  the  border,  Annandale, 
Nithsdale,  and  other  places,  field-meetings 
were  frequent.  Convenient  places  were 
pitched  upon  in  mouutaiins,  mosses,  and 
niuirs,  and  considerable  numbers  gathered 
to  them.  At  these  meetings  many  souls 
were  converted  and  edified,  and  not  a  few 
who  had  been  profane  or  indifferent,  and 
well  enough  satisfied  with  the  incumbents, 
entirely  left  them. 

This  did  not  a  little  affect  the  prelates, 
who  usi^d  their  utmost  efforts  to  restrain 
those  field-meetings ;  and  the  comicil  were 
not  wanting.  I  shall  give  here  then  a  detail 
of  what  I  have  noticed  in  their  registers  to 
this  purpose.  Their  procedure,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  against  Mr  Forester, 
and  stmio  other  particular  ministers,  I 
shall  leave  to  the  following  section,  and 
begin  with  the  actings  of  the  new  made 
council,  June  4th.  The  roemliers  of  this 
court  were  generally  very  hearty  in  this 
work,  and  I^uderdale,from  particular  views, 
pusluMl  them  on  by  letters  from  the  king. 
Accordingly,  at  their  first  meeting  on  the 
foresaid  dav,  a  letter  is  read  from  his  ma- 
jesty,  dated  May  19th,  complaining,  "  that, 
notwithstanding  the  indemnity  lately  grant- 
ed, and  the  lenity  shown,  unlawful  conven- 
ticles, yea,  field-meetings  were  kept,  and 
the  pulpits  of  orthodox  ministers  invaded 
in  some  plac^^.  Upon  the  whole,  the  king 
requires  the  council  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  for  trying  and  apprehending  of 
proarhers  at  field  conventicles,  invaders  of 
pulpits,  and  the  ringleading  heritors  at  such 
conventicles  and  invasions,  and  to  make 
use  of  the  standing  forces  and  militia  for 
that  end,  leaving  the  punishment  of  the 
other  transgressors  to  the  ordinary  magis- 


trate, according  to  law.*'  After  comidenh 
tion  of  this  letter,  and  to  aiiBwer  the  demand 
of  it,  the  council  appoint  the  lord  chancellor, 
the  archbishop  of  St  Andrewi^  duke  Han- 
ilton,  earls  of  Ai^gyle,  Linlithgow^  Kinghorn, 
Wigton,  and  Dundonald,  the  president, 
treasure-depute,  register,  advocate,  lord 
Collington,  or  any  five  of  them,  to  meet 
with  a  council-power,  when  and  where  they 
please,  and  consider  and  make  trial  anent 
field  conventicles,  invasions  npoa  miuisten 
and  pulpits  since  the  indemnity  dated  March 
s24th  last,  with  power  to  apprehend  whom 
they  think  meet,  and  give  orders  to  the 
army  and  militia.  They  are  to  advise  with 
the  council  in  difficult  cases,  and  make  thar 
report,  and  to  offer  their  opinion  for  pre- 
venting these  disorders.  This  I  take  to 
have  been  the  beginning  of  what  was  affcer* 
wards  termed  the  **  committee  for  public 
affaira."  At  the  same  time  the  council  order 
the  chancellor  to  send  out  parties  to  ai^re- 
hend  all  conventicle  preachers,  or  such  n 
pray  at  these  meetings,  according  as  he  is 
informed  about  them ;  and  particularly,  to 
apprehend  the  persons  of  *'  Messrs  John 
Websh,  Gabriel  Semple,  Robert  Roaiy 
Samuel  A  mot,  Gabriel  Cuningham,  Archi- 
Imld  Riddel,  John  Mosman,  John  Black* 
ader,  William  Wisheart,  David  Hume,  John 
Dickson,  John  Rae,  Henry  Forsyth,  Thomas 
H(»gg,  Robert  Law,  George  Johnstoun, 
Thomas  Forester,  Frazer  of  Brae,  John 
Law,  Robert  Gillespie.*'  And  any  of  the 
guards  who  shall  apprehend  Mr  Johi 
Welsh,  or  Mr  Gabriel  Semple,  are  promised 
four  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  for  each 
of  the  rest  a  thousand  merks.  The  council 
further  declare,  that  the  soldien  and  their 
assistants  are  hereby  indemnified  of  any 
slaughter  conunitted  in  apprehending  any 
one  of  them,  conform  to  1st  act,  session  2d, 
pari.  2d,  Char.  II.  entitled,  **  act  anent  con- 
venticles.'* The  said  persons  are  appointed, 
when  apprehended,  to  be  brought  into  Edin- 
burgh :  and  the  same  orden  are  granted  to 
the  earls  of  Athole  and  Linlithgow. 

This  spring  conventicles  were  numerooa. 
That  diligent,  fervent,  successful,  and  un- 
wearied preacher,  Mr  John  Welsh,  made  a 
perambulation,  at  the  earnest  desire  of 
many,  through  Fife,  and  there  preached 


p.  1X.J 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


235 


ntly,  sometimes  in  vacaiit  churcheo, 
metimes  in  the  fields,  to  very  numer- 
iditories ;  and  other  vacant  churches 
ireached  in  by  presbjrterian  ministers, 
:he  pressing  desire  of  the  inhabitants, 
ilmot  chapel  great  nombers  met,  to 

one  day  the  archbishop  of  St  An- 
I  was  an  eye  witness.  Mr  William 
preached  at  another  time  to  a  very 
iditory  in  Magdalene  chapel  in  Edin- 
;  but  the  meetings  which  were  most 
d,  were  those  by  Messrs  Johnston 
kirkton  in  the  church  of  Cramond, 
Edinburgh.  Accordingly,  June  1 1th, 
ancil  give  out  a  decreet  against  the 
rs  of  Cramond,  of  which  I  need  only 
>wn  the  abstract.  ''Whereas  not- 
anding  the  acts  against  conventicles, 
ril  or  May  last,  Mr  George  Johnston 
Ir  James  Kirkton  kept  a  conventicle 

kirk  and  kirk-yard  of  Cramond,  and 
)hn  Inglis  of  Cramond  compearing, 
•es,  that  he  was  six  times  at  the  said 
irhen  conventicles  were  there;  the 
il  fine  him  in  the  fourth  part  of  his 
i  rent,  toties  quoties,  extending  to  the 
if  1036  pounds  Scots,  and  appoint 
>  be  carried  to  prison,  there  to  lie  till 
paid,  and  longer,  during  the  coun- 
ileasure.'*  I  find  afterwards  he  pro- 
a  receipt  of  the  payment  of  his  fine, 
I  let  out  of  prison.  The  same  day, 
rd  Balmerino  and  Sir  John  Young  of 
compeared,  and  denied  that  they  had 
present  at  any  of  those  conventicles : 
miicil,  for  their  assoiling,  order  them 
their  knees  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
le which  they  did,  and  were  dismissed 
at  any  further  trouble. 
the  same  diet,  Mr  Charles  Oliphant 
igtoun-law,  one  of  the  under-clerks  of 
Hion,  was  convened  before  the  coun- 
bere  he  acknowledged  he  was  present 
)  conventicle  at  Pilmor-brae,  but  de- 

he  went  thither  merely  out  of  curi- 

and  promised  never  more  to  go  to 
Dticles,  and  professed  he  held  them 
fid  assemblies.  The  council  ordain 
ipon  his  knees  to  take  the  oath  of 
moe,  which  he  did,  and  was  dismissed 
at  any  further  censure  for  the  first 


Thus  our  new-named  council  go 
very  briskly  to  work,  upon  the 
keepers  of  conventicles  within  their  reach ; 
and  further  to  quash  them,  they  emit  two 
proclamations,  June  18th.  The  first  is,  "pro- 
clamation obliging  heritors  for  their  tenants, 
and  masters  for  their  servants,'*  which  I  have 
inserted  below.*     It  speaks  for  itself  the 

*  Proclamation,  June  18,   1674,  obliguig  keriton 
and  masters Jirr  their  tenants  and  servants. 
Charln,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  Franoe*  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith :  to  our  I  yon  king  at  arma, 

and  his  brethren,  beraldi,  macers,  purauivanta, 
meatengers  at  arms,  our  sheriffa  in  that  part, 
conjunctly  and   aeverally,  epecially  constitute, 
greeting:  forasmuch  as  the  keeping  and  being 
present  at  conventicles  in  bouses,  or  in  the  fields, 
are  most  unwarrantable  and  disorderly  practices, 
expressly  prohibited  and  discharged  by  several 
lawsand  acta  of  parliament,  and  specially,  by  the 
fifth  act  of  the  second  session  of  our  second  par- 
liament, under  certain  great  pains  and  penalties : 
notwithstanding  whereof,   many  persons  con- 
tinue so  disloyal  and  disobedient,  as  to  frequent 
these  unlawful  and   seditious  conventicles  and 
meetings,  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  reformed 
religion   professed  within  this  kingdom,  and 
great  reproach  and  contempt  of  our  authority 
and  laws,  and  disturbance  of  the  public  peace ; 
and  seeing  the  due  obaemmce  of  the  foresaid  act 
of  parliament  is  of  great  import  and  consequence, 
(field-conventicles  being  declared  by  the  law  to 
be  the  rendezvouses  of  rebellion,  and  house  con- 
venticles the  seminaries  of  separation ;  and  both 
of  them  tending  to  the  subversion  of  all  peace 
and  order  in  the  church,)  and  that  it  might  prove 
an  eflfectual   means  for  suppressing    these  dis- 
orders, if  heritors,  masters  of  families,   and 
magistrates  of  burghs  royal,  would  employ  that 
interest,  power,  and  authority,  which  they  have 
over  their  tenants,  servants,  and  inhabiunts,  in 
procuring  their  obedience  to  the  Uw.     We  there- 
fore, witn  advice  of  the  lords  of  our  privy  coun- 
cil, do  hereby  require  and  command  all  masters 
of  families,  that  they  cauae  their  domestic  ser- 
vants, chamberlains,  grieves,  and  others  enter- 
tained by  them,  give  obedience  to  the  foresaid 
fifth  act  of  the  second  session  of  our  second  par- 
liament, in    abstaining   from  all   conventicles, 
either  in  houses  or  in  fields,  and  that  they  retain 
none  in  their  service,  but  such  for  whom^  they 
will  be  answerable ;  and  in  case  of  their  disobe- 
dience,  that    they  remove  them   out  of  their 
service.      As   also,  we  do  hereby  require  and 
command  all  heritors,  landlords,  and  liferenters 
in  the  country,  to  require  their  rentallers  and 
tenants,  as  weU  these  who  have  tacks  yet  stand- 
ing unexpired,  as  moveable  tenants,  to  subscribe 
the  bond  hereto  subjoined :  and  fin  case  there  be 
necessity)  the  said  heritors  and  liferenters  are 
hereby  warranted   to   raise    letters  under  the 
signet  of  our  privy  council,  to  charge  their  rent- 
allers and  tenants,  whose  rentals  and  tacks  are 
not  expired,  to  give  the  said  bond  upon  a  charge 
of  six  days,  and  in  case  of  disobedience,  to  de- 
nounce them  to   our  horn,  and  registrate  the 
same;   for  which  end,  warrant  is  granted  to 
direct    letters  in  their    name  against  all  end 
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temper  of  our  managnerB  at  thu  time, 

and  needs  very  few  remarks.     After 

an  invidious  and  ill-grounded  representation 

of  house  and  field-conventicles,  all  masters  are 


auudry  their  tenants  and  rentallen :    and  we, 
with  advice  foreuiid,  do  declare,  that  we  will  be 
carefui,  that  the  eticheats  falling  to  us  by  the 
imid  homiiip,  shall  be  gifted  and  bestowed  upon 
the  landloraa  and  setters  of  these  tacks  and  ren- 
tals, in  so  far  as  may  be  extended  thereto  ;  re- 
commending hereby  to  the  lords  commissioners 
of  our  treasury,  or  to  our  treasurer-principal,  or 
treasurer-depute,  (for  the  time  being),  and  others 
of  our  exchequer,  to  grant  the  same  accordingly ; 
and   in  case   the   tenants    be    removeable,  and 
refuse  to  give  obedience,  that  they  warn  and 
pursue  them  to  remove,  and  obtain  decreets  of 
ejection   against    tliem;    and  that  no  heritor, 
landlord,  or  liferenter,  set  their  lands  hereafter 
to  any  person,  by  word  or  writ,  but  to  such  as 
they  will  be  answerable  for,  as  said  is ;  and  that 
they  take  surety  from  them  by  proTisions  to  be 
insert  in   their    tacks,  or  otherwise   by  bonds 
apart  (in  case  there  be  no  writ),  that  the  said 
tacksmen,  rentallera,  and  others,  their   hynds, 
cottars,  and  servants,  who  shall  live  under  them 
upon  the  said  lands,  shall  give  obedience  in 
manner   foresaid,  otherwise,  that  their  tacks, 
rentids,  and  their   whole   interest,   right,  and 
possession  shall  be  void,  and  expire  inst)  facto^  as 
if  they  had  never  been  granted ;  and  that  with- 
out any  declarator  or  further  process,  and  then 
as    now,  and   now  as   then,   that  they  shall 
renounce  lUl  right  that  they  shall  have  thereto, 
and    shall    remove    themselves   without    any 
warning ;  or  in  case  of  failie,  the  landlords  and 
others  are   to   charge  and   denounce   them  in 
manner  foresaid.     And  in  regard,  by  the  fore- 
KHid    act   of    parliament    against    conventicles, 
magistrates  of  burghs  royal  are  declared  liable, 
for   every  conventicle  to   be  kept  within  their 
burghs,  to  such  fines  as  our  council  shall  think 
tit  to  impnne;   therefore  the  said  magistrates  of 
burgliH  royul  are  hereby  required  to  take  special 
(-are  and  notice,  and  to  be  answerable,  that  their 
burgpsnes   and  inhabitants  be   obe<lient  to  the 
f oreMid  act  of  parliament ;  and  that  they  cauM* 
charge  such  of  them  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and 
are  suspected,  to  give  bond,  as  Miid  is,  for  the 
magistrates'  own  relief,  in  case  they  contravene, 
and  if  they  fail,  to  denounce  them  in  manner 
foresaid.       And   it  is  hereby  declared,  that  all 
masters  of  families,  landlords,  heritors,  and  ma- 
gistrates of  burghs,  who  shall  not  give  punctual 
obedience,  in   manner  abovewritten,  tnat  they 
shall  be  liable  in  the  same  pains  and  penalties 
due  to  the  contraveners,  but  without  prejudice 
always  of  proceeding  against  the  contravenen 
themselves,  and  inflicting  upon  them  the  pains 
contained  in  the  said  act  of  parliament :  and  it 
is  likewise  hereby  declared,  that  if  any  cottars  or 
servants,  for  whom  tenants  or  rciitallers  shall  be 
bound,  shall  be  found  guilty  of  transgressing  the 
foresaid  act  of  parliament  against  conventicles, 
and  that  thereupon  the  tenants  shall  be  found 
liable  upon  the  bonds  to  be  given  by  them,  that 
they  shall    have  their  relief  from    the  contra- 
veners for  whom  they  are  bound.     And  to  the 
effect  these  presents  may  be  known  by  all  per- 
sons concerned ;  our  will  is,  and  we  charge  you 
BtnitJy  and  command,  that,  incontlueux  Vb«M 


required  to  dismiii  such  aa  baant  then  from 
their  service,  and  aU  heritors  are  to  oUige 
their  tenants  to  sign  the  bond  annexed  to  the 
proclamation.    In  case  tenants  refuse,  th^ 


our  letters  seen,  ye  pan  to  the  market-croa  eC 
Edinburgh,  and  other  plaoea  Deedful,  and  there- 
at, with  all  due  solemnities,  in  cmr  name  waA 
authority,  by  open  proclamation,  nuke  publica- 
tion bmof :  and  for  the  better  cxecutWrn  «f 
theee  presents,  reouire  the  aeveral  •hcrlffii  waA 
their  deputes,  witn  all  posaible  speed,  to  cum 
read  ana  publish  the  same  upon  a  Sabbath-dir, 
at  the  several  parish-kirics,  which  lie  locally 
within  the  bounds  of  the  sheriffdom,  albeit  uy 
of  these  parishes  do  belong  to  other  Jarisdictka% 
intimating  to  the  heritors,  that  they  cmose  tbfir 
tenants  subscribe  the  said  bonds,  and  np«t 
them  to  the  respective  shcriffii  or  their  depots^ 
who  are  hereby  ordered  to  retm^  to  our  eoaadl 
an  account  of  their  diligence,  with  the  bonds  r^ 
ported  to  them  bythe  heritors,  within  the  tlaa 
following,  viz.  The  sheriffs  of  the  sfaeriffdiHi 
of  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Berwick,  Bsoi- 
borgh,  Selkirk,  Peebles,  Lanark,  Linllthgew, 
Stirling,  Fife,  Perth,  and  Forfar,  betwixt  ntk 
the  last  Tliureday  of  July  next,  and  the  ahcrifh 
of  the  rest  of  the  sherifraoms  of  this  kingdsM, 
betwixt  and  the  first  Thursday  of  Septeoikr 
next :  and  ordain  these  presents  to  be  priatMl, 
that  none  pretend  ignorance,  accordingto  justing 
as  ye  will  answer  to  us  thereupon.  The  which 
to  do,  we  commit  to  you  conjunctly  and  sevcnlly 
our  full  power,  by  these  our  letters,  deUvetiog 
them  by  you  duly  execute,  and  indckrsed  agaia  Is 
the  bearer. 

Given   under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,  tkt 

eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  vs. 

hundred  and  seventy-four  years,  and  of  oar 

ivign  the  twenty-sixth  year. 
Ver  actum  domintmim  fccrcti  enncUii. 

Al.  Giasoy,  Ci.  seer.  ConcQiL 
Fdlows  the  tenor  of  the  bond, 
I  bind  and  oblige  me,  that  I,  uy 

wife,  or  any  of  my  children  iu  family  with  vm, 
my  cottars  or  servants,  shall  not  keep,  or  k 
present  at  any  conventicles,  either  in  houfes.  «c 
m  the  fields,  as  the  same  are  defined  by  the  fifkk 
act  of  the  second  session  of  his  mi^esty's  seeoad 
parliament,  under  the  pains  therein  contained, 
being  for  ilk  house-conventide,  twenty-flTi 
pounds  Scots,  for  each  tenant  labouring  land* 
twelve  pounds,  for  each  cottar,  and  for  cidi 
Ner^iint  man  a  fourth  part  of  his  year's  fee.  and 
the  husband  the  half  of  these  fines,  for  such  ef 
their  wives  or  children  as  shall  be  at  any  heoss- 
conventicle,  and  the  double  of  the  respectifs 
fines  for  each  of  the  said  persons  that  shall  best 
any  field-con ventlc4e.  And  for  the  mors  se- 
curity, I  am  content,  and  consent  these  prcseati 
be  insert  and  registrate  in  the  books  of  privy 
council,  books  of  council  and  session,  or  ethtf 
judges*  books  competent,  that  letters  and  cxcra- 
torials  may  pass  thereupon,  in  form  as  effeirsi 
and  constitute  my  procuratcnrs,  ftc— God  auv 
tfie  king. 

Than  the  above  proclamation  and  bond,  wt 
need  not  require  a  more  affecting  proof  of  tbs 
dreadful  inroads  that  were  at  this  tame  made  oa 
the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  the  people  si 
Scotland.  The  security  here  required  from  sll 
\  i^T^T\«,\At«\u  T«\gsrd  to  their  tenantr)*,  Ac,  was 
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are  to  be  put  to  tlie  horn,  and  their  escheat 
is  given  to  their  masters.  Further,  heritors 
are  required,  in  time  to  come,  to  oblige  their 
tenants  in  their  tacks,  or  in  separate  bonds, 
that  they  abstain  from  conventicles :  and  an 
unlimited  power  is  given  to  magistrates  of 
towns,  tochaigeall  they  think  fit,  and  whom- 
ever they  suspect,  to  give  bond  for  their  good 
behaviour.  These  unprecedented  and  un- 
feaaonable  impositions,  need  only  to  be 
named  to  show  their  injustice  and  oppressive 
nature. 

This  proclamation  secured  some  way 
against  hearers,  but  another  was  found  need- 
ful against  preachers  at  conventicles.  The 
aobatance  of  it  I  have  already  noticed  upon 
the  4th  of  this  month  of  June ;  now  a  new 
act,  offering  a  reward  to  any  who  shall 
apprehend  some  rebels  and  others,  is  passed. 
It  is  printed  June  IGth,  but  in  the  records 
it  comes  in  after  the  former.  I  have  annexed 
it,  at  the  foot  of  the  page.*  By  this  every 
one  who  seizes  convocators  to  conventicles. 


eotalnly  a  politic  meatare  on  the  part  of  the 
peraecutort;  but  it  tpeoka  volumee  in  reply  to 
Sir  Geoi^  MHckenzie*t  absurd  doctrine  that  no 
man  ever  sutTered  in  Scotland  save  for  rebellion ! 
£d. 

*    Act  qf  council/or  apprehending  the  rebels, 
June  lU,  1674. 

Forasmuch  as  the  keepine  of  field  conyenticles, 
and  the  intruding  upon  and  invading  of  pulpits, 
'■  most  unlawful  and  disorderiy  practices,  tend- 


imr  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace,  and  to  the 
ammt  of  his  majesty's  authority ;  and  notwith- 
■tending  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  pro- 
hibiting the  same  under  high  pains  therein  raen- 
ti«ied,  the  ring-leaders,  promoters,  and  other 
penons  guilty  of  the  said  disorders,  are  em- 
Mdened  to  commit  the  same,  presuming  that 
tb<^  will  not  be  discorered  and  brought  to  trial 
and  punishment:  therefore,  the  lords  of  bin 
majesty's  privy  council,  for  the  encouragement 
of  all  his  majesty's  good  subjects  to  discover  and 
apprehend  all  such  persons  as  are  after  mentioned, 
do  hereby  offer,  declare,  and  give  assurance,  that 
if  any  person,  being  of  his  majesty's  standing 
forces,  or  of  the  militia,  or  any  other  his  mi^esty's 
sali]ccta,  shall  seize  upon,  and  apprehend  any 
peraon  or  persons,  who,  since  his  maiesty's  late 

Cicioos  proclamation,  of  the  S4>th  of  March  last, 
tb  convocated  any  number  of  persons  to  field- 
conventicles,  or  at  anv  time  hereafter  shall  oon- 
Tocate  any  persons  tnereto,  or  shall  apprehend 
any  heritors  or  others  being  at  field  conventicles, 
while  the  said  persons  am  present  at,  or  coming 
from  the  same,  so  that  the  said  persons  appre- 
hended shall  be  brought  to  a  trial,  and  shall  be 
Iband  guilty,  and  convict  of  the  said  offences, 
that  the  apprehenders  of  such  persons  shall  have 
the  gift  of  the  fines  of  the  said  persons  given  to 
them :  and  iu  case  any  penon  or  persons  be 


or  such  who  have  been  at  them,  so. 
as  they  may  be  convicted,  are  to  ^^'^ 
have  their  fines,  and  in  case  of  contumacy, 
their  escheats:  and  whoever  seizes  any 
minister  at  conventicles,  is  to  have  lOGO 
merks,  and  2000  merks  for  Messrs  Welsh, 
Semple,  or  Amot. 

After  these  proclamations  the  council  are 
not  wanting  in  their  prosecutions ;  it  is  but 
some  few  of  them  I  can  have  room  for  here. 
Upon  the  24th  of  June,  they  fine  the  town 
of  Edinburgh  in  a  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
for  a  conventicle,  as  they  are  pleased  to 
reckon  it,  in  Magdalene  chapel  in  April  or 
May  last,  at  which  Mr  William  Weir,  Mr 
George  Johnston,  and  some  other  outed 
ministers  had  preached. 

On  the  morrow,  June  35th,  they  pass  a 
decreet  against  keepers  of  conventicles,  in 
Fife.  The  tenor  of  such  papers  hath  been 
already  insert;  and  so  I  give  only  an  abstract 
of  it  The  underwritten  persons  are  before 
the  council,  and  chai^ged  with  being  present 

cited  for  the  said  crimes  and  offences,  and,  after 
certification  is  granted  against  them  for  their 
Gontumacv  and  not  appearing,  shall  be  appre- 
hended, the  apprehenders  of  such  persons  shall 
have  the  gift  of  their  escheats,  and  benefit  arising 
from  the  said  certifications.  And  whoever  of 
the  standing  forces,  militia,  or  others  his  ma- 
jesty's good  subjects,  shall  apprehend  any  minis- 
ter or  other  person  preaching  at  any  field  con- 
venticle, or  who  hath  preached  since  the  said 
proclamation,  or  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
preach  at  field-conventicles,  or  any  of  them ;  and 
whatsoever  person  or  persons  shall  apprehend 
and  seize  upon  any  outed  minister,  who  are  not 
licensed  bv  the  council  or  any  other  person  not 
authorised  nor  tolerate  by  the  bishop  of  the 
dim'ese,  who,  rince  the  time  forebaid,  have  invaded 
or  shall  invade  any  pulpit  or  pulpits,  the  person 
or  persons  apprehending  any  of  the  minis- 
ters, other  or  persons  foresaid,  guilty  of  preach- 
ing at  field-conventicles,  or  invading  of  pulpits, 
shall,  for  their  reward,  have  paid  to  them  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  merks ;  and  for  the  persons 
aftemamed,  viz.  Mr  John  Welsh,  Mr  Gabriel 
Semple,  and  Mr  Samuel  Arnot,  the  apprehen- 
ders shall  have  the  sum  of  two  thousand  merks 
paid  to  them.  And  hiM  majisty's  subjects  are 
not  only  warranted  to  seize  upon,  and  appre- 
hend the  said  disorderly  persons  in  manner  fore- 
said, but  it  is  further  declared  by  the  said  lords 
of  council,  that  upon  consideration  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  persons  who  shall  be  apprehended, 
according  as  they  have  been  more  stickling  and 
active  in  the  said  disorders,  and  the  pains  and 
diligence  of  the  apprehenders  and  other  circum- 
stances, they  will  also  consider  what  further 
reward  shsJi  be  given  to  them  for  their  service. 
And  ordain  these  presents  to  be  printed,  that 
none  pretend  ignorance. 

'iHOft.  V\kv»  CI.  WCT.  CowdlA« 
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at  conventicles  held  by  Mr  Jobn 
WeUih,  Mr  Samuel  Arnot,  and 
others;  they  confess  their  beingr  at  con- 
venticles, and  arc  tined  as  follows;  8ir 
John  Kirkaldy  of  (xrange  in  550  pounds 
Scots,  the  laird  of  Reddie  in  850  pounds, 
(ieorj;re  Scot  of  l^tlochie  in  1000  pounds, 
Pitcaim  of  Pitlour  in  1050  jiounds,  Pitcaim 
of  Latestoun  in  ^00  pounds,  Charles  C^ow-an 
of  Ck>rstoun  in  833  pounds,  Robert  C^lvil 
in  Balvaird  in  100  pounds,  Robert  Schaw 
portioner  in  Auchmuty  in  49  pounds,  James 
Hamilton  of  Innerdivot  in    150    pounds, 

Maxwell  provost  of  Auchtcrmuchty 

250  pounds,  Mr  George  Heriot  of  Ramor- 
ney  983  pounds.  And  because  it  appears 
tluit  the  laird  of  Reddie  harboured  Mr 
John  Welsh,  a  declared  traitor,  in  his 
house,  the  council  fine  him  in  ^000  merks. 
Pitlochie,  for  his  allo^rcd  impertinent  and 
extravajpmt  carriajfc  before  the  council,  is 
fined  further  in  5(N)  merks.  All  of  them  are 
ordered  to  lie  in  prison  till  they  pay  the 
said  sums*  To  this  diet  forty  or  fifty  more 
were  cited,  and,  not  compearing,  are  ordered 
to  be  denounced. 

In  the  registers  of  this  day*s  date,  I  find 
another  decreet  by  the  council  against  the 
keepers  of  conventi<4os  in  a  gnmer-house  of 
the  laird  of  Stevenson,  in  the  house  of 
Mrs  Douglas,  relict  of  Mr  Robert  DongUis, 
and  in  a  house  alleged  to  be  made  up  on 
purpose  for  conventicles,  by  Mr  Robert 
Iludge,  bailie  of  Lamiugton.  The  preachers 
at  these  places  are  Messrs  David  Williamson, 
Robert  (lillespio,  Alexander  Knox,  Geoi^ 
Johnston,  and  James  Donaldson.  Priugle 
of  Woodhead,  for  being  at  some  of  them,  is 
fined  in  a  fourth  part  of  his  yearly  valued 
rent,  and  some  others ;  and  a  good  many  of 
the  meaner  people,  for  noncom|>earance,  are 
ordered  to  be  denounced.  I  find  John 
Pringle  of  Woodhead  is  liberate  from  prison, 
July  IGth,  ui>on  paying  277  pounds  Scots. 

Upon  the  3()thof  June,  the  council  receive 


*  "  They  and  the  rest,  as  to  their  fynes  and 
charges,  atnounted  to  the  sum  of  20,000  merkii, 
and  upwards,  nn  themselTes  declared.**  **  None 
of  them  was  sett  at  liberty  until  they  had  fully 
|mid  thnlr  fynen  ;  and  yet  Home  of  them  declared 
that  if  tlicy  would  hare  taken  the  oath  of  supre- 
macy, they  would  have  been  sett  at  liberty 
without  a  fyne,  "—Law,  p.  HH Ed, 


a  letter  from  the  king  of  the  date,  Wind- 
sor, June  'iSA.  A  copy  of  it  the  reader 
will  find,  inserted  as  a  note.*     In  shor^ 

*  King  9  letter  to  the  council,  agaiiut  contentida, 
June  23,  1074. 
Charles  H. — Right  tnistv  and  well-beloved 
I'ousins  and  coonsellors,  right  trusty  and  wcU« 
b«»loTed  councUlom,  and  trusty  and  well-belofcd 
ruunsellora,  we  greet  you  well :  we  did,  by  o«r 
proclamation  in  Blarch  last,  grant  a  moat  full, 
free,  and  general  pardon  of  ul  penal  atatatca, 
which  we  did  extend  so  fiur  towarda  the  breadi 
of  penal  laws,  relating  to  church  matters,  that 
we  at  least  expected  more  moderation,  and  tern- 
I>er,  and  patient  waiting  for  our  grant  of  furtbtr 
ease  towards  peaceable  dissenters;  but,  instead 
thereof,  we  find  that  a  desperate  and  implacaMs 

Eiirty  have  taken  the  boldness  to  rise  to  grcaler 
eight  of  insolence,  by  Invading  of  churcboi 
keeping  of  seditious  and  numerous  field -oon- 
venti<:lMi,  tumultuous  and  irr^olar  petitioaa, 
niid  that  in  open  conti*mpt  of  our  authority,  as 
if  it  were  to  brave  us,  and  those  that  are  ia 
pUices  of  trust  under  us.  Of  all  these  disordcn 
we  had  a  full  and  partiiMilar  account,  though  it 
was  not  by  any  solemn  address,  (vihich  was 
wisely  waved  by  the  major  part  of  our  conDeQ 
in  May  last :)  and,  upon  the  true  account  w« 
had  of  them,  we  wrote  our  positive  comroandib 
that  you  should  use  our  utmost  authority  ftr 
vt|;orous  suppressing  and  punishing  the  rin^- 
lenders  of  these  insolent  seditious  practices.  Tbu 
letter  of  ours  ye  received,  upon  the  opening  of 
our  last  commission  for  our  privy  council ;  and 
we  are  well  satisfied  with  the  committee  yoa 
named,  with  tho  oath  of  secrecy  they  took,  and 
with  the  orders  were  given,  as  also  with  the 
diligence  of  some  in  the  execution  of  them.  We 
have  heard  of  that  seditious  petition  of  many 
women,  and  of  their  tumultuary  carriage  at  the 
delivering  of  it:  and  we  have  likewise  sines 
biHsn  informed,  that  some  of  our  guards  of  home 
wrre  resisted  with  anns  in  Fife,  and  that  soms 
of  the^  armed  rebels  had  been  marked,  bv  which 
in  pans,  we  hope,  you  will  find  out  who  they 
wi>re  ;  and  although  we  doubt  not  of  your  dih- 
gt'noe  in  discovering  and  punishing  these  un- 
IMintUeled  insolencies,  yet  we  have  thought  fit  to 
renew  again  unto  you  our  positive  commands, 
that  you  do  vigorously,  in  the  first  place,  prose* 
cute  the  trial  and  punishing  of  thesis  coiitemncn 
uf  our  authority :  we  doubt  not  but  they  an 
fomented  and  encouraged  by  bome  who  do  not 
ap|Msar ;  and  we  know  that  eiMleavours  are  used 
to  alarm  our  good  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  as  if 
a  present  rebellion  were  to  be  expected  in  Sesl- 
latid,  which  we  do  not  at  all  apprehend,  because 
we  are  sure  you  have  authority  and  power 
enough  to  suppress  any  such  attempt :  yvt,  for 
the  better  encouragement  of  our  good  sul^ects, 
we  have  given  orders  for  divers  companies  and 
troops  of  our  protestant  subjecta  in  Ireland  to 
be  drawn  down  to  the  sea-side  in  Ulster,  ready 
to  receive  our  further  commands :  we  have  also 
ordered  troops  to  march  to  Berwick,  to  be  ready 
if  there  shall  be  occasion ;  nor  shall  we  leave 
any  other  means  unattempted,  for  nudntenanee 
of  our  authority,  and  the  peace  of  that  our 
ancient  kingdom.  We  know  that  the  ring- 
leaders of  thohe  late  rebellious  and ,  seditious 
courses  are  enemies  to  the  church-gOTcmment 
^  e»XaV>\\^«d  in  Scotland  by  law,  and  yet  it  is  not 
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^  invBdingr  of  pulpits,  coiiTeiiticles,  and  irre- 
poUu*  arpetitions^are  complained  of;  theyhave 
thanks  for  the  committee  that  they  named, 
the  oath  of  secrecy  they  took,  and  orders 
given  June  4th  (N.  B.  That  none  of  these 
are  to  he  found  in  the  registers  of  that 
sederunt) ;  and  the  king  douhts  not^  hut  the 
contempt  of  his  authority  is  countenanced 
hy  aome  who  do  not  appear,  and  acquaints 
them  he  hath  ordered  some  troops  in  Ireknd 
to  be  in  readiness,  if  need  be,  to  come  over." 
There  are  several  other  things  in  the  letter, 
which  will  come  to  be  noticed  in  the  follow- 
ing flection.  It  is  obvious  this  letter  is 
penned  with  a  design  to  reflect  upon  duke 
Hamilton  and  his  party.  I  only  notice 
fiirtlier,  that  there  are  plain  enough  insinua- 
tions made,  that  ground  had  been  given  to 
ptabyterians  to  expect  further  ease  and 
&Toar.  This  was  in  part  the  occasion  of 
the  liberty  they  took  this  year;  and  their 
nnmerous  and  frequent  meetings  to  hear 
their  own  ministers  proceeded  not  from  inso- 
leooe,  but  they  reckoned  it  a  branch  of  their 


itr  their  opinions,  Imt  their  traitoroua  pnictic4*a, 
that  we  intend  to  punisli  them.  We  hope  that  the 
iraateat  part  of  the  disaenten  from  the  church- 
{•femment,  are  far  from  the  countenancing^ 
neh  practices,  and  if  thone  other  had  forborne 
tlioae  wayanf  violence  and  sedition,  the  peaceably 
inclined  had  found  the  eflfectii  of  our  grace  and 
rienency  before  this  time:  but  we  will  not 
tmlare  a  teeminf  force  to  be  put  upon  as.  The 
wb«le  kingdom  shall  see  that  it  \%  not  seditious 
and  tumultuary  attempt)*,  but  only  our  own 
graee  aud  goodness,  can  move  us  to  any  indul- 
gmoe.  Let  the  ringleaders  of  these  disordei's, 
vliich  look  too  like  rebellion,  be  once  brought  to 
poniahment,  and  that  seditious  spirit  be  quelled, 
■od  then  these  that  are  and  will  be  peaceable, 
■hall  quickly  find  how  gracious  wearetoinduJge 
IS  far  as  may  consist  with  preserving  the  present 
pnremment,  and  may  not  tend  to  the  perpetuat- 
ing of  the  schism.  These  our  intentions  we 
thooght  dt  to  declare  unto  you,  to  the  end  you 
luiv  make  them  known  in  such  ways  as  you 
■haJI  judge  most  convenient,  for  undeceiving  the 
iimpltf,  and  preventing  the  pesceable  from  run- 
ning Into  the  same  guilt  with  those  who  are 
desperate  and  impUuvble.  In  the  meantime,  we 
do  agmin  and  anin  require  you,  to  use  your 
otmoat  rigour,  in  finding  out,  and  bringing  to 
Ja<t  Judgment  the  ringlearlers  of  the  aforeHaid 
seditioiia  and  insolent  practice*,  and  for  quelling 
that  mad  apirit.  We  expect  your  ready  ob»di- 
cnrc,  and  a  constant  account  to  our  secretary  of 
wliat  paases,  or  what  you  think  fit  to  offer 
farther  for  the  ends  abovesaid  ;  and  so  we  bid 
yna  heartily  farewell. — Given  at  our  castle  at 
Windaor,  the  23d  day  of  June,  1674,  and  of  our 
Feign  the  Stfth  year.    By  his  majesty's  command, 

Lauderdale. 


civil  lilierty,  as  well  as  relinrions,  not  .^„. 
to  be  imposed  upon  in  hearing  the 
gospel:  and  they  were  the  more    open, 
though  Tery  peaceable  in  their  meetings, 
that  the  government  might  see  the  need  of 
a  far  more  extended  liberty  to  presbyterians, 
when  they  could  not  but  notice  them  so 
numerous  on  the  south  side  of  Tay,  that  they 
could  never  be  accommodate  by  the  few 
ministers  indulged  to  preach.    The  conncil 
in  a  day  or  two  make  a  return,  and,  July 
2d,  signify,  **  that  they  had  received  his 
majesty's  commands  in  his  letter  May  1 9th 
(above  noticed),  and  June  23d  last,  and  had 
very  seriously  applied  themselves  to  curb 
those  disorders  which  did  hitely  break  out, 
and  secure  the  peace  thereof,  and  refer  his 
majesty  to  an  account  sent  Mnth  this  to  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale."   They  add, "  And  now 
we  find  that  by  your  majesty's  hearty  and 
serious  minding  thus  the  interests  of  this 
church,  and  your  strict  commands,  to  punish 
those  disorders,  and  what  hath  been  done 
in  obedience  to  these  commands,  that  the 
insolence  of  that  party  is  at  a  stand,  and 
their  seditious  practi<*os  in  a  great  measure 
abated.     And  we  hope,  by  putting  the  laws 
in  execution  against  the  committers  of  these 
disorders,  we  shall  in  a  short  time  reduce 
those  who  have  been  seduced,  to  their  former 
qiuet  and  peaceable  submission  to  the  laws : 
meantime  wo  shall  do  our  utmost  diligence 
to  find  out  and  punish  the  ringleaders  of 
these  disorders ;  nor  shall  any  thing  upon 
our  part  be  wanting,  whereby  we  can  witness 
our  zeal  to  obey  your  majesty's  commands 
in  these,  and  all  other  particulars  which 
your  majesty  shall  be  pleased  to  lay  upon 
us." — Together  \iith  this,  the  council  send 
up  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  the 
same  day,  which,  because  referred  to  in  the 
former,  and  (as  it)  contains  an  authentic 
account  of  the  actings  of  this  new  council,  I 
have  insert  here. 

**  May  it  please  your  grace, — The  king's 
majesty,  by  his  letter  of  the  19th  of  May, 
having  required  us  to  use  our  utmost 
endeavours  for  trying  and  apprehending  the 
preachers  at  field  conventicles,  and  invaders 
of  ministers,  as  also  the  ringleading  heritors 
at  such  field  conventicles,  and  invasions  of 
pulpits  and  miniatera,  and  Cot  VVsaX  y^tv^ma 
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to  mike  use  of  the  standiiig  forces 
and  militia,  if  it  should  be  needful : 
and  by  another  letter  of  June  23d,  his 
majesty  renewed  his  positive  commands  to 
us,  vigorously  to  prosecute  the  trial  of  con- 
venticles, and  punishing  of  the  contemners 
of  his  m^)est)^s  authority,  and  to  give  an 
account  (k  what  is  done  by  us ;  we  have 
returned  an  answer  to  his  majesty's  letters, 
which  relating  to  a  particular  account  sent 
to  your  grace,  we  offer  the  same  as  follows. 
"  Upon  the  receipt  of  his  majesty's  first 
letter,  wo  did  immediately  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  take  that  affiur  into  consideration, 
to  which  we  gave  ample  powers ;  and  they 
being  informed  of  several  field  conventicles 
that  had  been,  and  were  to  be  kept  in  Fife, 
Stirlingshire,  and   other  places,  did  give 
orders  to  the  officers  of  his  majesty's  forces* 
to  suppress  these  conventicles,  and  seise 
the  preachers  at  the  same,  and  to  apprehend 
certain  outed  ministers  contained  in  a  list, 
who  had  lately  preached  at  field  conven- 
ticles; and  orders  were  given  to  quarter 
more  troops  of  horse,  and  some  companies 
of  foot,  in  such  places  as  we  thought  most 
convenient :  for  these  ends,  and  the  encour- 
agement of  his  majesty's  forces,  and  others 
his  good  subjects,  to  seize  the  ministers  who 
preach  at  field  conventicles,  we  have  passed 
an  act,  whereby  assurance  is  given  of  a 
reward  of  two  thousand  mcrks,  to  such  as 
shall  apprehend  any  of  these  ministers  who 
are  forfeited  or  excepted,  and  one  tliousand 
merks  for  others  of  them,  and  allowing  the 
fines  of  such  who  shall  be  at  field  conven- 
ticles, to  such  as  shall  apprehend  any  of 
them.    We  have  likeifvise  issued  citation 
against  divers  heritors,  who  were  present  and 
heard  outed  ministers  who  invaded  pulpits, 
and  against  such  as  were  at  field  conven- 
ticles, and  proceeded  against  them  according 
to  law :  and  particularly,  there  being  about 
forty  persons  in  the  shire  of  Fife  (almost 
all  of  them  heritors)  cited  upon  the  account 
of  field  conventicles,  at  some  of  which  Mr 
John  Welsh,  a  forfeited  person,  did  preach ; 
divers  of  them  appearing,  and  being  found 
gmlty,  were  fined  and  imprisoned,  conform 
to  the  act  of  parliament;  and  the  rest  being 
absent,  certification  is  granted  against  them, 
Mad  they  ordained  to  be  denounced. 


**  Ukeaa,  notice  beii^  given  to  us,  that 
party  sent  to  dissipate  a  conventide  kept  i 
the  Lowmonds  did  meet  with  nesistuo 
orders  are  given  to  ssiae  soma  peraons  wl 
were  informed  to  hare  been  preaent  at  th 
field  conventide,  that  knowledge  m^ 
be  had  who  were  the  persons  that  m 
present,  and  who  made  fhe  resiatanoe ;  an 
accordingly,  four  persons  being  brought  ova 
and  examined  thereanent^  it  oould  not  b 
found  by  their  depositions,  who  were  tli 
persons  whomade  the  resistance.*  Warm 
was  likewise  granted  for  dting  those  oato 
ministers,  and  others,  who  are  infonae 
to  have  kept  field  oonventides,  since  tk 
date  of  his  majesty's  gradous  prodamatw 
And  it  is  thought  fit,  for  securing  the  pobB 
peace,  that  the  militia  forces  should  be  m 
readiness  to  receive  such  orders  as  sImmI 
be  directed  to  them.  We  have  ordered  tk 
colonels  of  foot,  and  captains  of  horsey « 
this  side  of  Aberdeenshire,  to  have  frfqiw 
rendezvouses,  and  to  be  careful  that  the 
be  punctually  kept,  and  that  the  soldi 
arms  be  in  good  condition,  fit  for  his  ■» 
jesty's  service;  and  have  given  orders  §» 
securing  the  militia  arms,  in  some  shirasd 
the  kingdom.  We  have  likewise,  by  misiivi 
letters  to  several  sheriffs,  required  them  U 
put  the  acts  of  parliament  and  council  ii 
execution  against  conventides,  and  haff 
given  the  like  orders  to  the  magistrates  ol 
several  ro3ral  bui^hs,  where  conventides  d 
late  are  informed  to  have  been  most  fi^uci^ 
with  warrant  to  them  to  apprehend  As 
preachers  at  these  conventides ;  certifyiif 
both  the  sherifis  and  magistrates,  that  ii 
case  of  their  remissness  herein,  we  will 
proceed  to  fine  them  conform  to  the  late  act 
of  parliament 

**  A  proclamation  is  also  emitted,  ordsin- 
ing  masters  of  families,  that  they  shall  be 
answerable  for  their  servants,  that  they  shall 
abstain  from  conventides,  and  heriton^to 
that  effect,  for  their  tenants ;  or  othenriic^ 
declaring  the  heritors  and  masters  liable  to 
the  fines  incurred  by  their  tenants  and  Mi^ 
vants,  through  their  contravening  the  law. 


*  I  am  informed,  thin  anent  the  raiitaiin 
wa«  a  mere  story  and  lie,  suggested  by  the  pri- 
mate, to  quickm  the  oooncil  to  freater  videoeai 
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We  had  also  called  before  ns  the  magistrates 
of  Edinbui^h,  and  fined  them  in  a  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  for  the  oonTenticle  kept  in 
Magdalene  chapel :  we  are  proceeding  to  the 
trial  of  that  conventicle,  for  which  seTeral 
persons  are  imprisoned.  Inquiry  has  also 
been  made  concerning  the  petition  offered 
in  a  tnmnltuary  way  by  some  women,  of 
whom  diyers  being  cited,  these  appearing, 
and  refusing  to  give  their  oaths  as  to  the 
points  interrogated  upon,  are  imprisoned, 
and  certification  is  granted  against  such  as 
were  absent  We  have  likewise  fined  one  of 
die  heritors  concerned  in  field  conventicles, 
in  the  stun  of  two  thousand  merks,  as  having 
confessed  he  had  reset  Mr  John  Welsh  in 
his  house.  But  seing  there  are  some  doubts 
arise  as  to  the  council's  procedure  against 
penons  guilty  of  that  crime,  we  have  trans- 
mitted a  paper  herewith,  and  desire  yonr 
grace  to  acquaint  his  majesty  of  ity  that  we 
maj  know  his  pleasure  therein. 

**  Those  proceedings,  we  have  found,  have 
lo  good  effects,  and  so  good  success,  that  we 
BOW  hear  little  either  of  invasions  of  pulpits, 
•r  of  field  conventicles,  even  in  these  places 
where  they  were  most  numerous.  And  as 
in  obedience  to  his  majesty's  commands,  we 
are  presently  going  about  the  further  disco- 
very of  the  authors  of  such  insolent  and 
■editious  practices,  that  they  may  receive 
condign  punishment  (wherein  we  are  re- 
solved to  use  all  diligence),  so  we  are  very 
hopefnly  by  the  due  execution  of  the  law 
agunst  transgressors,  this  kingdom  will  be 
shortly  rid  of  those  disorders,  and  his  ma- 
jestjr's  subjects,  in  a  good  measure,  brought 
to  a  dutiful  obedience  and  compliance  with 
the  laws.  We  are,  your  grace's  affectionate," 
fcc 

Together  with  the  above  letter  to  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  the  council  sent  up  the 
following  overture,  anent  the  difficulties 
ooenrring  to  them,  in  taking  probation  about 
penons  being  present  at  field  conventicles, 
which,  the  reader  sees,  they  desire  he  may 
lay  before  the  king. 

Overture, 

**  The  probation  as  to  the  keeping,  or 
being  present  at  conventicles,  is  very  diffi- 
cult, by  reason  that  those  who  are  convened, 

II. 


do  refuse  to  dedare  upon  oath,  as  to  i|>i»4 
others,  and  as  to  themselves^  they 
pretending  they  are  not  holden  in  lav  to 
declare  upon  oath,  and  accuse  theniselves» 
seeing  their  confiession  may  import  them  in 
their  life,  and  be  the  ground  of  a  criminal 
dittay  before  the  justices,  the  keeping  of  con- 
venticles, as  to  some  cases  and  persons,  viz. 
those  who  preached  at  field  conventicles,  and 
those  who  convened  to  the  same,  being  pun- 
ishable by  death;  and  sometimes,  besides 
Gonventicling,  there  being  a  concurrence  of 
other  crimes  and  circumstances,  of  an  high 
nature,  as  coming  to  their  meetings  in  arms, 
and  by  way  of  convocation,  the  hearing  and 
not  revealing  of  seditious  expressions  against 
his  majesty  and  the  government^  the  intei^ 
communing  and  resetting  of  declared  rebels 
and  traitors,  forfeited  and  excepted  out  of 
his  majesty's  gracious  declaration  of  pardon, 
or  dedared  fugitives  before  the  justices,  as 
Mr  John  Welsh  and  Mr  Gabriel  Semple. 

'^  It  is  therefore  humbly  represented,  that 
it  is  fit  his  majesty's  advocate  be  warranted 
to  cause  cite  before  the  council,  such  per- 
sons as  shall  be  informed  to  have  been  at 
field  conventicles,  to  give  their  oaths  there- 
upon, with  certification  they  shall  be  holden 
as  confest :  and  to  take  off  the  pretext 
foresaid,  that  his  nugesty  by  his  letter,  sig- 
nify his  pleasure  to  the  council;  and  there- 
upon an  act  of  council  be  made,  warranting 
the  advocate  to  refer  the  libel  to  the  oath 
of  the  defender,  and  to  restrict  the  same  to 
arbitrary  punishment;  and  declaring,  that 
any  person  or  persons  who,  being  pursued 
before  the  council,  shall  declare  or  be  holden 
confest,  for,  and  upon  their  being  at  field- 
conventides,  or  for  hearing  or  resetting 
outed  ministers,  or  others  not  authorized 
by  kw,  though  forfeited,  excepted  or  de- 
clared fugitives,  shall  never  be  troubled  or 
questioned  criminally  before  the  justices,  or 
any  other  judicatory,  for  any  such  deeds 
referred  to  their  oath  before  the  council,  or 
for  any  circumstance  of  the  same.  It  is  to 
be  understood,  that  if  the  council  think  fit, 
the  advocate  may  be  ordered  to  pursue 
such  persons  before  the  justices,  before  they 
give  their  oaths,  or  be  holden  as  confest 
before  the  coundl." 

And  that  I  may  give  the  nv^^  ^i  >3ka&\s<] 
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11174,  iteelf;   upon  the  16th  of  July  the 
*  Gooncil  have  a    return    from    the 


^,  dated  npon  the  10th,  which  it  is  need- 
less to  gire  at  whole  length.  In  short,  he 
thanks  them  for  their  diligence,  orders 
them  to  go  on,  and  requires  them  to  give 
warrant,  and  make  an  act  in  terms  as 
aboTe ;  to  which  they  gave  ready  obedience, 
and  turn  their  own  oTertnre  into  an  act, 
which  thongh  it  be  just  in  the  above  terms, 
yet  being  the  cause  of  as  much  trouUe 
nnto  the  suffering  party,  as  almost  any  other 
act,  it  is  proper  to  insert  it  in  its  new  sliape, 
as  below.* 

Reflections  upon  this  overture  now  made 
an  act,  might  be  multiplied,  but  I  leave  them 
to  the  learned  in  the  law.  It  is  a  natural 
observation  from  what  is  above,  that  most 
of  the  stretches  and  iniquitous  impositions 
of  this  period,  came  originally  from  a  set  of 
men  among  ourselves,  who  put  the  king 
and  those  about  him  on  these  harsh  mea- 
sures. To  me  it  appears  much  the  same 
to  force  a  person  to  swear  against  himself, 
when  the  libel  is  restricted  to  an  arbitrary 
punishment,  as  in  most  part  of  criminal 
processes,  and  to  hold  him,  upon  refusing, 
as  confest  Arbitrary  punishment  is  very 
extensive,  and  wo  shall  find  that  arbitrary 
fining  in  this  period  wbb  equivalent  to  a 
forfeiture  in  most  cases,  yea,  the  fines  were 
just  calculated  to  exhaust  gentlemen's  es- 
tates :  besides  many  other  additional  hard- 

*  Act  of  council  anent  these  purtued  forfidi^con- 
venticles,  July  16,  1674. 
The  lords  of  his  m^e8t]r*s  privy  coancil,  con- 
sidering his  majestv's  letter,  gire  order  and  war- 
rant  to  his  majesty  a  advocate,  to  cause  cite  be- 
fore  the  council  such  persons  as  are  informed  to 
have  been  at  field-couTenticles,  to  give  their 
oath  thereupon  ;  with  certification  they  shall  be 
boiden  as  confest :  also  they  gi^e  warrant  to  the 
advocate,  to  refer  the  libel  to  the  defenders*  oath, 
and  restrict  the  mme  to  an  arbitrary  puninhment; 
and  declare,  that  any  person  or  persons,  who, 
being  pursued  before  tne  council,  shall  declare, 
ir  be  holden  as  confest,  for  being  at  field-conven- 
ticles, or  for  hearing  or  resetting  of  outed  minis- 
ters, or  others  not  authorized  by  law,  or  forfeited, 
excepted,  or  declared  fugitive,  shall  never  be  for- 
feited or  questioned  before  the  justiciary,  or  any 
Mher  Judicatory,  for  any  such  deed  referred  to 
their  oath  before  the  coupcil,  or  for  any  circum- 
stance of  the  same ;  but  prejudice  to  his  majes- 
ty'e  advocate  to  pursue  such  persona  before  the 
justices,  before  thry  give  their  oath,  or  be  holden 
as  confest  before  the  council,  as  the  lords  shall 
give  order  thereanent. 


ships,  any  thing,  if  I  mistake  not,  under  the 
loss  of  life  or  limb,  or  liberty,  oones  ander 
the  notion  of  "  arlntnry  punishment  ;*'  and 
it  was  all  one  to  the  pannel%  whether  they 
were  rendered  miserable  by  the  oooncil  or 
justiciary.  If  the  putting  the  matter  of  a 
crime  upon  the  oath  of  a  party  be  illegal 
and  unreasonable,  it  is  equally  unreasonable, 
if  not  illegal,  to  put  a  matter  of  fret,  the 
proof  of  which  will  ruin  him  as  to  tT^ry 
thing  save  life,  limb,  or  liberty,  upon  his 
oath ;  and  if  he  refuse  to  be  an  evidence 
against  himself,  to  hold  him  as  oonfrsL 
Upon  the  whole,  it  is  plain  by  this  act,  the 
persecutors  had  a  sure  game,  go  matters  as 
they  would:  if  they  had  witnesses,  and 
reasonable  and  legal  proofs,  the  advocate 
had  room  to  bring  the  party  before  the 
justices,  and  get  him  hanged;  if  there  wm 
no  prool^  and  the  man  refused  to  break  the 
sixth  command,  then  he  is  reputed  as  ceo- 
fessing,  and  the  council  can  ruin  him.  And 
this  was  a  short  and  easy  way  with  abseatSt 
against  whom  they  had  no  proof. 

But  I  return  to  my  accounts  of  the 
severities  against  the  presbyteriana  for  their 
keeping  conventicles  this  year.  Upon  the 
9th  of  July,  the  council  pass  another  de- 
creet against  above  fifty  persona  in  Fife,  for 
being  at  conventicles.  We  may  easily  guetf 
whence  all  this  severity  against  I^fe  comes: 
it  was  more  than  the  primate  could  bear,  to 
have  his  once  fellow-ministers  preaching 
(xhrist  so  near  him;  and  those  rigorooi 
courses,  and  others  afterward,  ripened  mat- 
ters for  his  fatal  end.  Kone  of  the  persons 
cited  compear,  but  the  lady  Cohil,  snd 
interest  had  been  made  for  her,  and  the 
managers  began  to  blush  a  little  at  their 
rudeness  to  ktdies  of  quality,  otherwise  it  is 
probable  she  had  not  appeared.  She  brings 
with  her  a  testificatc,  from  the  minister  of 
the  parish,  of  her  piety ;  and  she  promiMS 
not  to  frequent  conventicles,  and  is  assoilied. 
All  the  rest,  for  their  not  compearing,  are 
denounced. 

A  day  or  two  after,  the  council  pass  s 
decreet  against  the  town  of  Glasgow,  for  a 
conventicle  kept  in  it  by  Mr  Andrew  Mor. 
ton  and  Mr  Donald  CargilL  The  decreet, 
mutatis  mutandis,  is  in  the  same  form  with 
that  against  the  town  of  Edinbni^ ;  Glss- 
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gow  n  fined  in  a  hundred  pounds  sterlings, 
aad  they  are  allowed  to  have  their  relief  off 
the  persons  gwlty^  according  to  the  act  of 
parliament 

Upon  the  16th  of  July, Livingstone 

of  Greenyards,  and  Farquharson  of  Chil- 
brae,  are  denounced,  for  being  at  a  conyen- 
tide  lately  held  at  the  Torwood,  where  Mr 
John  Welsh,  Mr  Gabriel  Semple,  Mr 
Samuel  Amot,  and  Mr  John  Hac,  preached. 
The  same  day  Robert  Gcd  of  Bathridge 
beings  present  is  fined,  for  being  at  one 
conventicle,  in  the  fourth  part  of  his  yearly 
rent;  and  Sir  John  Kirkaldy  younger  of 
Grange,  for  being  present  at  two  conventi- 
cles, is  fined  in  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
Scots.  And  as  to  the  onted  ministers  who 
now  and  then  preached  at  conventicles, 
they  make  a  short  work  with  them  ;  and 
having  before  cited  them  to  appear  this  day 
before  the  council,  and  they  not  appearing, 
they  pass  a  decreet  against  them,  which  1 
shall  insert,  if  once  1  had  observed  with 
one  of  themselves  in  some  papers  he  hath 
left  behind  him,  that  their  citation  seems  to 
have  been  given  with  a  design  they  should 
oot  compear.  Summons  were  not  sent,  as 
is  ordinarily  done,  to  their  dwelling-houses, 
which  were  known,  and  to  whic;h  there  was 
tuius  accessuSf  but  they  were  cited  from  the 
market-cross.  The  day,  as  to  many  of 
them,  was  so  sudden,  that  it  was  not  possi- 
ble for  them  to  have  notice,  and  make  their 
journey  against  the  time  of  their  compear- 
anoe:  and  such  of  them  as  had  time  to 
come  in,  upon  inquiry  found,  that  they 
might  either  lay  their  account  with  a  con- 
finement in  some  ugly  prison,  they  knew 
not  how  long,  or  banishment  for  life.  Upon 
these  reasons  u<me  of  them  compeared; 
and,  upon  their  absence,  the  following  sen- 
tence is  passed,  which  deserves  a  room  in 
this  place. 

Decreet  against  several  outed  minister s,  July 

16^,1671. 
"^  Anent  our  sovereign  lord's  letters,  raised 
at  the  instance  of  Sir  John  Nisbctof  Dirltoun 
his  majesty's  advocate,  for  his  highnens's 
interest, in  the  matter  underwritten,  making 
mention,  that  where,  by  the  5th  act  of  the 
3d  session  of  his  majesty's  2d  parliament,  it 
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■is  statute  and  ordained,  that  no 
onted  miniaters  who  are  not  licensed 
by  the  council,  and  no  other  persons  who 
are  not  anthoriaed  or  tolerated  by  the  bishop 
of  the  diocete,  presume  to  preach,  expound 
scripture,  or  pray  in  any  meeting  except  in 
their  own  houses,  and  to  these  of  their  own 
family,  and  that  none  be  present  at  any 
meetings  without  the  fimiily  to  which  they 
belong,  where  any  not  licensed,  or  author- 
ized, or  tolerated  as  said  is,  shall  preach, 
expound  scripture,  or  pray,  declaring  all 
such  who  do  in  the  contrary  to  be  guilty 
of  keeping  conventicles;  and  that  he  or 
they  who  shall  do  so,  shall  be  seized  upou 
and  imprisoned  until  they  find  caution,  under 
the  pain  of  fi^e  thousand  merks  not  to  do 
so  in  time  coming,  or  else  to  enact  them- 
selves to  remove  forth  of  the  kingdom,  and 
not  to  return  without  his  majesty's  license : 
and  further,  by  the  said  act,  that  persons 
preaching,  praying  at,  or  convocating  field 
conventicles,  shall  be  punished  with  death. 
And  whereas  the  intruding  into  churches 
and  pulpits,  which  are  sacred  and  privileged 
places  is  a  practice  most  unwarrantable,  and 
punishable  as  an  high  invasion  and  affront 
on  his  majesty's  authority :  nevertheless  it 
is  of  verity,  that  upon  the  first,  second,  or 
remanent  days  of  April,  May,  or  June  last, 
the  persons  underwritten,  Messrs  Alexander 
Lennox,  David  Williamson,  Alexander  Mon- 
crief,  John  Rae,  David  Hume,  Edward 
Jamison,  James  Frazer  of  Brae,  William 
Wisheart,  Thomas  Hogg,  Robert  Lockhart, 
John  Wei  wood,  George  Johnstoun,  Robert 

Gillespie,  James  Kirktoun,  John  Weir, 

M'KiUigen  in  Ross,  Nathanael  Martin  in 
Buchan,  Andrew  Donaldson  in  Dalgety, 
John  (Thristison  in  Coupar,  William  Row, 
Thomas  M'Gill,  Thomas  Urquhart,  Thomas 
Hogg  sometime  minister  at  Larber,  William 
Erskine,  James  Donaldson,  Patrick  Gilles- 
pie, John  (iray,  James  Wedderbum  in  Cou- 
par, John  Wardlaw  in  Dunfermline,  Thomas 
Douglas,  (ircorge  Campbell,  Francis  Irvine, 
James  Wallace,  Andrew  Anderson,  John 
Munniman,  George  Hamilton,  Andrew  Mor- 
toun,  Donald  Cargill,  Alexander  Partoun, 
James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Maxwells  elder 
and  younger,  have,  in  open  and  manifest 
contempt  of  our  authority  and.  VKsv^XaiV.^ 
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1A74..  ^^'^»  u^n  the  1 6th  of  July  the 
council  have  a  return  from  the 
kin^,  dated  upon  the  1 0th,  which  it  is  need- 
lees  to  gire  at  whole  length.  In  short,  he 
thanks  them  for  their  diligence,  orders 
them  to  go  on,  and  requires  them  to  give 
warrant,  and  make  an  act  in  terms  as 
above ;  to  which  they  gave  ready  obedience, 
and  turn  their  own  overture  into  an  act, 
which  though  it  be  just  in  the  above  terms, 
yet  being  the  cause  of  as  much  trouble 
nuto  the  suffering  party,  as  almost  any  other 
act,  it  is  proper  to  insert  it  in  its  new  sliape, 
as  below  * 

Reflections  upon  this  overture  now  made 
an  act,  might  be  multiplied,  but  1  leave  them 
to  the  learned  in  the  law.  It  is  a  natural 
observation  from  what  is  above,  that  most 
of  the  stretches  and  iniquitous  impositions 
of  this  period,  came  originally  from  a  set  of 
men  among  ourselves,  who  put  the  king 
and  those  about  him  on  these  harsh  mea- 
sures. To  me  it  appears  much  the  same 
to  force  a  person  to  swear  against  himself, 
when  the  libel  is  restricted  to  an  arbitrary 
punishment,  as  in  most  part  of  criminal 
processes,  and  to  hold  him,  upon  refusing, 
as  oonfest  Arbitrary  punishment  is  very 
extensive,  and  we  shall  find  that  arbitrary 
fining  in  this  period  was  equivalent  to  a 
forfeiture  in  most  cases,  yea,  the  fines  were 
just  calculated  to  exhaust  gentlemen's  es- 
tates :  besides  many  other  additional  hard- 


•  Act  qf  council  (tnent  these  pursued  forJUld-can- 
ventideSf  July  16,  1674. 
The  lords  of  his  m^esty's  privy  coancil,  con- 
sideriof  his  majesty's  letter,  glvfe  order  and  war- 
rant to  bit  nurjesty  s  advocate,  to  cause  cite  be- 
fore the  council  such  persons  as  are  informed  to 
have  been  at  field-couventicles,  to  give  their 
oath  thereapon  ;  with  certification  they  shall  be 
holdeo  as  confest :  also  they  give  warrant  to  the 
advocate,  to  refer  the  libel  to  the  defenders*  oath, 
and  restrict  the  same  to  an  arbitrary  iiunishment; 
and  declare,  that  any  person  or  persons,  who, 
being  pursued  before  tne  council,  shall  declare, 
ir  be  holden  as  confest,  for  being  at  field-conven- 
ticles, or  for  hearing  or  rcaettinff  of  outed  minis- 
ters, or  others  not  authorized  by  law,  or  forfeiliHl, 
excepted,  or  declared  fugitive,  shall  never  be  for- 
feited or  questioned  before  the  justiciary,  or  any 
other  Judicatory,  for  any  such  deed  referred  to 
their  oath  before  the  coupcil,  or  for  any  circum- 
stance of  the  same ;  but  prejudice  to  his  mi^es- 
ty's  advocate  to  pursue  such  persons  before  the 
justices,  before  they  give  their  oath,  or  be  holden 
as  confest  before  the  council,  as  the  lords  shall 
give  order  thereauent. 


ships,  any  thing,  if  I  miifaike  not,  under  the 
loss  of  life  or  limb,  or  liberty,  ooncs  onder 
the  notion  of  "arbitnry  pnnithment  ;*'  and 
it  was  all  one  to  the  pannel%  whether  they 
were  rendered  misenble  by  the  oanndl  or 
justiciary.    If  the  putting  the  matter  of  a 
crime  upon  the  oath  of  a  party  be  illegal 
and  unreasonable,  it  is  equally  onreasonable, 
if  not  illegal,  to  put  a  matter  of  &ct,  the 
proof  of  which  will  ruin  him  as  to  every 
thing  save  life,  limb,  or  liberty,  upon  hk 
oath;  and  if  he  refuse  to  be  ao  evidence 
against  himself,  to  hold  him  as  oonfcsL 
Upon  the  whole,  it  is  plain  by  this  act,  the 
persecutors  had  a  sure  game,  go  matters  as 
they  would :  if  they  had  witnesses,  and 
reasonable  and  legal  proofii,  the  advocate 
had  room  to  bring  the  party  before  the 
justices,  and  get  him  hanged ;  if  there  wm 
no  proo(  and  the  man  refiised  to  break  the 
sixth  command,  then  he  is  reputed  as  con- 
fessing, and  the  council  can  ruin  him.    And 
this  was  a  short  and  easy  way  viith  absents, 
against  whom  they  had  no  proof. 

But  I  return  to  my  accounts  of  the 
severities  against  the  presbyterians  for  their 
keeping  conventicles  this  year.     Upon  the 
9th  of  July,  the  council  pass  anoUier  de- 
creet agaiufit  above  fifty  persons  in  Fife,  for 
being  at  conventicles.  We  may  easily  guess 
whence  all  this  severity  against  Fife  conies: 
it  was  more  than  the  primate  could  bear,  to 
have  his  once  fellow-ministers  preaching 
Christ  so  near  him;   and  those  rigorous 
courses,  and  others  afterward,  ripened  mat- 
ters for  his  fatal  end.    None  of  the  persom 
cited  compear,  but  the  lady  Colvil,  and 
interest  had  been  made  for  her,  and  the 
managers  began  to  blush  a  little  at  their 
rudeness  to  ladies  of  quality,  othern'ise  it  is 
probable  she  had  not  appeared.    She  brines 
with  her  a  testificate,  from  the  minister  of 
the  parish,  of  her  piety;  and  she  promimfS 
not  to  frequent  conventicles,  and  is  assoilied. 
All  the  rest,  for  their  not  compearing,  are 
denounced. 

A  day  or  two  after,  the  council  pass  a 
decreet  against  the  town  of  Glasgow,  for  a 
couventide  kept  in  it  by  Mr  Andrew  Mor. 
ton  and  Mr  Donald  Caig:ilL  The  decreet, 
mutatis  mutandis,  is  in  the  same  form  with 
that  against  the  town  of  Edinburgh ;  G]a»- 
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gow  is  fined  in  a  hundred  pounds  sterlings, 
and  they  are  allowed  to  have  their  relief  off 
the  persons  guilty,  according  to  the  act  of 
parliament 

Upon  the  16th  of  July, Livingstone 

of  Greenyards,  and  Farqnharson  of  Chil- 
brae,  are  denounced,  for  being  at  a  conyen- 
ticle  lately  held  at  the  Torwood,  where  Mr 
John  Welsh,  Mr  Gabriel  Semple,  Mr 
Samuel  Amot,  and  Mr  John  Rac,  preached. 
The  same  day  Robert  Ged  of  Bathridge 
beings  present  is  fined,  for  being  at  one 
conventicle,  in  the  fourth  part  of  his  yearly 
rent;  and  Sir  John  Kirkaldy  younger  of 
Grange,  for  being  present  at  two  conventi- 
cles, is  fined  in  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
Scots.  And  as  to  the  outed  ministers  who 
now  and  then  preached  at  conventicles, 
they  make  a  short  work  mth  them ;  and 
having  before  cited  them  to  appear  this  day 
before  the  council,  and  they  not  appearing, 
they  pass  a  decreet  against  them,  which  1 
shall  insert,  if  once  I  had  observed  with 
one  of  themselves  in  some  papers  he  hath 
left  behind  him,  that  their  citation  seems  to 
have  been  given  with  a  design  they  should 
not  compear.  Summons  were  not  sent,  as 
is  ordinarily  done,  to  their  dwelling-houses, 
which  were  known,  and  to  which  there  was 
tutus  accessusy  but  they  were  cited  from  the 
market-cross.  The  day,  as  to  many  of 
them,  was  so  sudden,  that  it  was  not  possi- 
ble for  them  to  have  notice,  and  make  their 
journey  against  the  time  of  their  compear- 
ance: and  such  of  them  as  had  time  to 
oome  in,  upon  inquiry  found,  that  they 
might  either  lay  their  account  with  a  con- 
finement in  some  ugly  prison,  they  knew 
not  how  long,  or  banishment  for  life.  Upon 
these  reasons  none  of  them  compeared; 
and,  upon  their  absence,  the  foUowing  sen- 
tence is  passed,  which  deserves  a  room  in 
this  place. 

Decreet  against  several  outed  minister s^  July 

16^,1671. 
*^  Anent  our  sovereign  lord*s  letters,  raised 
at  the  instance  of  Sir  John  Nisbetof  Dirltoun 
his  maj€«ty*s  advocate,  for  his  highnesses 
interest,  in  the  matter  underwritten,  making 
mention,  that  where,  by  the  5th  act  of  the 
3d  session  of  his  majesty's  2d  parliament,  it 
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■is  statute  and  ordained,  that  no 
outed  ministers  who  are  not  licensed 
by  the  council,  and  no  other  persons  who 
are  not  authoriied  or  tolerated  by  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese,  presume  to  preach,  expound 
scripture,  or  pray  in  any  meeting  except  in 
their  own  houses,  and  to  these  of  their  own 
family,  and  that  none  be  present  at  any 
meetings  without  the  fiunily  to  which  they 
belong,  where  any  not  licensed,  or  author- 
ized, or  tolerated  as  said  is,  sliall  preach, 
expound  scripture,  or  pray,  declaring  all 
such  who  do  in  the  contrary  to  be  guilty 
of  keeping  conventicles;  and  that  he  or 
they  who  shall  do  so,  shall  be  seized  upon 
and  imprisoned  until  they  find  caution,  under 
the  pain  of  five  thousand  merks  not  to  do 
so  in  time  coming,  or  else  to  enact  them- 
selves to  remove  forth  of  the  kingdom,  and 
not  to  return  without  his  majesty's  license : 
and  further,  by  the  said  act,  that  persons 
preaching,  praying  at,  or  convocating  field 
conventicles,  shall  be  punished  with  death. 
And  whereas  the  intruding  into  churches 
and  pulpits,  which  are  sacred  and  privileged 
places  is  a  practice  most  unwarrantable,  and 
punishable  as  an  high  invasion  and  afifront 
on  his  majesty's  authority :  nevertheless  it 
is  of  verity,  that  upon  the  first,  second,  or 
remanent  days  of  April,  May,  or  June  last, 
the  persons  underwritten,  Messrs  Alexander 
Lennox,  David  Williamson,  Alexander  Mou- 
(rrief,  John  Rae,  David  Hume,  Edward 
Jamison,  James  Frazer  of  Brae,  William 
Wisheart,  Thomas  Hogg,  Robert  Lockhart, 
John  Wei  wood,  George  Johnstoun,  Robert 

Gillespie,  James  Kirktoun,  John  Weir, 

M*Killigen  in  Ross,  Nathanael  Martin  in 
Buchan,  Andrew  Donaldson  in  Dalgety, 
John  Christison  in  Coupar,  William  Row, 
Thomas  M'Gill,  Thomas  Urquhart,  Thomas 
Hogg  sometime  minister  at  Larber,  William 
Erskine,  James  Donaldson,  Patrick  Gilles- 
pie, John  (iray,  James  Wedderbum  in  Cou- 
par, John  Wardlaw  in  Dunfermline,  Thomas 
Douglas,  Gcoi^e  Campbell,  Francis  Irvine, 
James  Wallace,  Andrew  Anderson,  John 
Munniman,  George  Hamilton,  Andrew  Mor- 
toun,  Donald  Cargill,  Alexander  Partoun, 
James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Maxwells  elder 
and  younger,  have,  in  open  and  manifest 
contempt  of  our  aulUont^  axANacsx.Na^^ 
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upon  them  to  preach,  ezpound 
scripture,  or  pray  at  oonTentides  in 
the  fields,  at  the  places  fblloiniig,  at  least 
in  the  houses  after  specified,  where  there 
were  more  persons  present  than  the  houses 
contained,  so  as  some  were  without  doors ; 
at  least  did  convocate  numbers  of  people  to 
their  meetings,  and  have  usurped  and  in- 
yaded  diyers  churches  and  pulpits^  via.  the 
said  persons  have  kept  private  conventicles 
in  Edinburgh,  and  oonvocated  great  numbers 
of  persons  thereunto,  at  Inveresk,  chapel  of 
Wolmet,  Corstorphin,  Restalrig,  Borthwick, 
Kirklistoun,  Gledsmuir,  the  laird  of  Steven- 
son's gamer,  Torwood,  and  divers  other 
places  in  the  Lothians,  or  near  the  said 
places;  as  likewise  at  Pitscotty  Muir, 
Ravensheugh,  Kinkell,  Balmerinoch,  Kin- 

ueswood, beside  Dysart,  Glenveal, 

Sandford,  Moonzie^  Dunfermline,  Dundee, 
Pittenweem,  Lathones,  East-bams,  Dum- 
fries,   in  Perthshire, in  Bu- 

chan,  Magdalene  chapel  in  Edinburgh,  in  or 
near  the  town  of  Glasgow,  and  at  divers 
other  places,  or  one  or  other  of  them,  or 
near  to  the  same ;  and  most  presumptuously 
have  invaded,  or  intruded  themselves  into 
the  pulpits  and  churches  of  Cramond, 
Forgan,  Kirkmaho,  &c.  whereby  the  said 
persons  have  directly  contravened  the  said 
acts,  and  incurred  the  penalties  which  should 
be  executed  with  all  rigour  to  the  terror  of 
others.  And  anent  the  charge  given  to  tlie 
forenamed  persons,  at  the  market-crosses 
of  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Linlithgow,  Stir- 
ling, Perth,  Coupar,  and  Lanark,  by  dis- 
pensation, because  they  have  no  places  of 
residence,  to  have  answered  to  the  foresaid 
complaint,  and  seen  and  heard  such  order 
taken  thereanent,  as  appertains,  under  pain 
of  rebellion ;  and  being  many  times  called, 
and  not  compearing,  the  lords  of  his  mar 
jesty's  privy  council  ordain  letters  to  be 
directed  to  a  messenger  at  arms,  to  denounce 
them  his  majesty's  rebels,  and  to  put  them 
to  the  horn. 

The  above-mentioned  reverend  minister 
observes,  these  were  the  witnesses  now 
driven  to  the  wilderness,  and  their  ministry 
was  a  kind  of  outlawry ;  and  that  some  of 
these  worthy  persons  cited  and  denounced, 
were  dead,  and  got  above  the  rage  of  their 


penecutors :  others  of  them  were  pieechiag 
in  churches  by  virtue  of  the  oouniail'a  indul- 
gence; and  some  of  them  had  never  offended 
since  the  king's  indemnity.  However,  thej 
were  put  to  the  horn,  and  thor  oioveaUe 
escheats  declared  to  befidlen  to  the  long; 
but  I  dare  say  neither  he  nor  his  ooortien 
would  be  much  enriched  by  them. 

Much  better  hand  was  made  with  aeveial 
gentlemen  at  this  time.  Accordingly,  upon 
the  23d  of  July,  the  council  fine  Hury 
Pitcaim  of  Larestoun  in  twelve  hundred 

pounds,  Pitcaim  of  Pitloor  in  two 

thousand  merks,  Geoi^  Scot  of  Pitlochie 
in  a  thousand  pounds,  Charles  Cowan  of 
Corstoun  in  a  thousand  pounds,  by  and 
attour  the  sums  they  were  liable  to  and 
fined  for  their  being  at  conventicles^  upon 
the  account  of  their  harbouring  and  resettiiy 
Mr  John  Welsh.*  They  were  all  cited  to 
this  day,  with  some  others,  and  whether 
they  compeared  or  not  it  does  not  appear; 


•  Sir  Geor^  Mackenzie's  aeeount  of  the 
yentidea,  and  of  Mr  Welsh,  in  pturcicnlar,  b 
exactly  what  we  might  have  expected  from  a 
man  <n  his  prindples  and  prejudice!,  bat  it  wuf 
be  read  with  interest.  *<  Immediately  aAv 
Lauderdale  went  to  London,  the  fanatics  bcfao 
to  preach  openly  every  where ;  and  one  3Ia^er 
Welsh,  mndchild  to  the  famous  Master  Welsh, 
who  had  been  banished,  did  keep  field  convcn- 
tides  in  Fife,  drawing  at  first  the  rabble,  but  at 
last  even  the  gentry,  to  follow  him.  He  was  a 
person  of  much  courage,  but  no  parts ;  and  yet 
bin  courage  was  more  raised  by  the  hopes  lie  had 
that  the  chancellor  being  dissatisfied  would  be 
pleased  to  see  that  the  present  government  couM 
not  suppress  these  insolencles ;  though  be  and  t}\ 
the  other  fanatics  did  pretend  that  the  dutcheas 
of  Lauderdale  had  promised  to  procure  them 
indulgences,  and  it  is  probable  that,  to  amuse  ss 
strong  a  party,  she  had  used  some  such  womanly 
compliances.  Nor  did  these  oonfuslona  contain 
themselves  long  In  Fife;  for  they  aoon,  Ilka 
feeding  flames,  seized  Lothian,  where  many 
pulpits  were  entered  by  their  preachers ;  and 
even  the  Magdalene  CKapd  of  JGdinborgh  was 
broke  open  by  them,'*  &c     p.  273. 

We  have  here  a  testimony  to  the  strength  of  the 
covenanting  Interest  at  this  time,  and  a  bint  at 
what  is  now  known  to  be  a  wdl  establidied  ^ct, 
that  the  secret  favour  which  many  ladies  of  rank, 
even  among  the  adherents  of  the  government  at 
this  time,  cherished  for  the  persecuted  preri>y- 
terlans,  was  under  Providence  one  great  means 
of  softening  the  rigour  of  the  persecution.  We 
may  notice  the  dutcheraes  of  Hamilton,  Lauder- 
dale, and  Kothes,  as  distinguished  inatanees  of 
this.  Sir  George  certainly  estimated  the  talents 
of  Welsh  at  too  low  a  rate ;  and  he  steps  out  of 
the  dignified  path  of  a  true  historian  when  be 
presumes  to  ascribe  sinister  motives  to  Wdsh 
and  the  dutchess. — £ti. 
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the  ooancil  put  themgelves  to  no  trouble^ 
abtenti  were  held  bb  oonfest,  and  sach  who 
were  present  and  refoeed  to  depone  against 
tbemeelTea,  were  held  as  guilty,  and  com- 
natted  to  prison  until  they  paid  their  fines. 
At  the  same  diet  of  council,  the  magistrates 
of  Perth  are  appointed  to  seise  Mr  Alex- 
snder  Moncrief  an  outed  minister,  and  they 
term  him,  **  a  noted  keeper  of  conTenticles 
in  and  about  Perth."  Archibald  Douglas 
of  GUftonhall  is  fined  in  three  hundred  and 
eighty-<me  pounds  upon  his  confessing  he 
had  been  present  at  oonrenticles.  James 
Maxwel  proTOst  of  Auchtermnchty  is  fined  in 
two  hundred  fifty-two  pounds,  for  being  at 
eoBTenticles;  and  the  council,  upon  the 
28th  of  Joly,  write  a  great  many  letters  to 
file  royal  burghs  through  the  kingdom, 
appointing  them  to  put  the  laws  against 
ooBTenticles  in  strict  execution,  and  in  case 
of  fiukire»  assuring  them  they  will  exact  the 
Gnea  irom  them  with  all  rigour. 

These  particular  acts  of  seyerity  by  the 
council  themselyes,  did  not  fully  satisfy  the 
lies  of  the  suffering  presbyterians;  and 
the  time  of  vacation  was  drawing  on, 
thaefoie  a  new  project  is  fidlen  upon,  for 
wking  the  persecution  on  the  score  of 
eoBTcnticles  the  more  extensiye,  and  a  com- 
nissUm  is  drawn  in  the  king's  name  to 
Nrerdl  persons  in  different  districts,  with 
fiill  power  to  such  as  are  named  to  execute 
tke  laws  against  nonconformity.  It  may 
Mflk»  to  set  down  here  the  general  tenor 
of  their  commission,  and  to  give  their 
iBrtnictions  at  length,  as  they  stand  in  the 
eoancil  registers.  In  the  commission  run- 
aiag  in  the  king's  name,  his  majesty  is  made 
to  tike  notice,  ^  That  after  his  gracious 
indemnity,  March  24th,  he  expected  a  better 
•biervstion  of  the  laws;  yet  since  that 
time  he  finds  that  divers  &ctious  and  sedi- 
tioas  persons  have  kept  both  house  and 
fidd  oonventiclea,  and  others  presumed  to 
iarade  pnlpits  and  churches;  therefore, 
eonsidering  that  the  laws  in  time  of  vacation 
may  be  best  executed  by  commission,  he 
Ifnuts  fbU  power  to  the  lord  chancellor, 
csris  of  Mar,  Kinghom,  Kelly,  Weems,  and 
Kincardine,  the  treasurer,  depute,  and  laird 
of  ArdrosB,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  execute 
the  Inws  against  oonventicles,  irregular  bap- 


tisms and  marriages,  in  the  shires  of 
Fife  and  Kinross,  to  cite,  examine, 
fine,  confine,  and  imprison,  and  to  do  all 
things  necessary  for  punishing  disorders;  to 
the  chancellor,  duke  Hamilton,  lord  privy 
seal,  earis  of  Aigyle,  Mar,  Linlithgow,  Dum- 
fries, to  the  lords  Dundonald,  and  Ross,  or 
any  three  of  them,  for  the  bounds  of  Stir- 
ling, Perth,  Lanark,  Dumbarton,  Kenfirew, 
and  Ayrshires:  and  their  first  meeting  is 
appointed  at  Stirling,  August  18th.  And 
lastly,  to  the  chancellor,  earls  of  Caithness 
and  Linlithgow,  lord  Belhaven,  lord  regis- 
ter, advocate,  CoUingtoun,  and  the  laird  of 
Niddry,orany  three  of  them,  for  Edinbmgh, 
Linlithgow,  Haddington,  Selkirk,  Peebles, 
Berwick,  and  Roxburghshires." — This  com- 
mission bears  the  date  of  July  30th,  and  the 
foUowing  instructions  are  given  to  the  com- 
missioners. "  Ist.  You  are  to  take  special 
care  and  notice  of,  and  proceed  most  vi- 
gorously against  such  peraons  as  you  find 
to  have  been  most  eminent  in  keeping  con- 
venticles, invading  of  kirks  and  pulpits,  and 
ringleaders  thereto,  and  those  who  have 
convocated  persons  thereto,  and  that  you 
begin  with  the  most  substantial  persons. 
2dly,  You  are  to  proceed  against  some  of 
the  most  substantial  persons  or  others,  who 
have  been  in  use  to  frequent  public  ordi- 
nances, and  of  late  have  withdrawn.  3dly 
In  cases  where  you  find  persons  to  have 
been  seduced  to  disorderly  practices,  and 
have  not  been  engaged  therein  upon  any 
principles  of  disaffection  to  the  present  gov- 
ernment, and  where  they  are  content  to 
engage  for  their  good  behaviour  in  time 
coming,  you  are  empowered  to  remit  some- 
what of  the  rigour  of  the  law;  or  if  you  find 
cause,  to  pass  them  altogether.  4thly.  You 
are  to  call  for  an  account  from  the  sheriffs 
and  others,  anent  the  signing  the  late  bond 
against  conventicles.  5thly.  You  are  em- 
powered to  call  for  any  part  of  the  standing 
forces  or  militia,  as  shall  bo  within  the 
bounds  of  your  commission,  and  give  them 
such  orders  and  directions  as  you  shall 
think  fit  6thly.  You  are  empowered  to 
alter  or  change  the  quarters  of  the  forces  in 
the  bounds  of  your  commission.  7thly. 
You  are  to  correspond,  as  you  find  needful, 
with  the  other  commissioners.    8thly.  At 
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jour  fint  meeting  appoint  one  to 
be  oonYMier.  9thly.  Yoa  sludl  do 
all  thing!  neoeenrj  for  the  effectual  proee- 
cation  of  the  king's  semoe,  which  you  shall 
judge  most  fit,  and  for  settling  the  peace  of 
the  country.  lOthly.  You  are  to  csll  before 
you  such  of  the  indulged  ministers  as  have 
broken  their  confinement,  and  take  such 
course  with  Aem  as  you  shall  think  fit.*' 

Jointly  with  this  commission  and  instmo- 
tions,  the  council  ^point  the  advocate  to 
issue  out  warrants  to  cite  all  persons  cour 
cemed,  before  these  commissioners;  and  he 
is  to  restrict  the  libel  to  an  arbitrary  punish- 
menty  that  so  they  may  hold  the  persons 
not  swearing  against  themselves  as  confest 
No  accounts  of  the  particular  procedure  of 
these  commissioners  are  come  to  my  hand. 
The  reader  will  notice,  there  are  none  of 
the  bishops  mixed  in  with  them,  and  it  is 
probable  their  procedure  was  not  the  more 
severe  that  it  was  so :  their  instructions  are 
more  moderate  than  usual  at  this  time,  and 
since  I  have  no  accounts  of  their  severity, 
there  is  ground  to  think  more  temper  hath 
been  kept  at  this  time  than  we  shall  meet 
with  afterwards. 

Upon  the  last  of  July,  the  council  write 
up  another  letter  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
giving  an  account  of  their  procedure  since 
their  last  of  this  nature,  and  1  shall  insert  it 
here,  as  their  own  account  of  what  I  have 
been  pointing  at  It  contains  some  things 
relative  to  matters  of  fact,  which  will  come 
to  be  accounted  for  in  the  following  section, 
but  I  give  the  whole  of  it  as  it  stands  in  the 
records. 

Letter  to  the  duhe  of  Lauderdale,  July  tdt, 

1674. 

^  May  it  please  your  grace, — Our  letter 
to  your  grace,  of  the  Sd  of  July,  did  contain 
a  particular  relation  of  our  proceedings  imtil 
that  day,  and  seeing  his  majesty  hath  required 
us  to  give  constant  accounts  to  your  grace 
of  what  passes  here,  we  return  Uiis  further 
account  of  our  proceedings  since  that  time, 
to  offer  to  his  nuyesty,  as  your  grace  shall 
have  opportunity. 

"  There  being  about  forty-four  outcd 
ministers  cited  before  us,  as  guilty  of  keeping 
conventicles,  and  none  of  them  having  com- 


peared, lettonsare  directed  todcBomioc  tha 
And  there  being  eighty  pcnona  or  thsd 
in  Fife,  cited  for  coBventidea,  sodi  at  i 
compear,  and  were  foimd  gniH j,  were  fiM 
and  impriaoned ;  and  the  rat  being  ahM 
are  declared  fbgitives, and  their  aachealia 
appointed  to  be  taken  for  his  majesty'*  ■ 
Some  likewise  of  the  heritors  of  Fife^  iri 
had  been  formerly  fined  for  oonvealidi 
being  processed  for  resettiiig  Mr  M 
Welsh,  upon  confessioo  thereof  are  tm 
upon  that  account,  and  are  to  oonti— 
prison  till  they  make  payment  of  their  ia 
The  magistrates  of  Glasgow  being  rallnil 
convMiticles,  kept  in  their  burgh  sinoa  tl 
24th  of  March  last,  were^  upon  their  oi 
fession,  fined  in  a  hundred  pounds  atsrih 
We  are  prooeeding  in  trying  the  tmmiltM 
meeting  of  wcmien,  which  was  in  the  PhI 
ment-dose :  some  of  them  have  </  late  hm 
imprisoned,  for  refusing  to  depone  i 
ing  the  persons  {nresent,  and  other 
stances  of  that  business,  and  the 
ordered  to  be  denounced.  These  baigl 
who  were  ordered  to  proceed  against  M 
ventides,  have,  for  the  most  part,  retom 
a  good  account  of  their  prooedurs  ■ 
diligence;  and  letters  are  writ  to  the  aB|i 
trates  of  buighs,  on  this  side  of  Tay,  to  H 
same  purpose,  requiring  them  to  cause  Iki 
buigesses  take  the  bond  subjoined  to  III 
late  proclamation,  and  to  return  an  aoooH 
thereof.  Upon  information,  that  in  sM 
shires  the  o«th  of  allegiance  was  not  tiki 
by  the  officers  and  soldiers  </  the 
conform  to  the  act  of  parliament, 
were  given  for  a  new  day's  rendesvous,  tfci 
the  oath  might  be  taken,  and  the 
arms  in  the  shire  of  Stirling,  which,  by  • 
were  secured  in  the  Castie  of  Stirling,  oi 
these  of  Dunbarton  secured  in  the  CasdM 
Duubarton,  are  ordered  at  the  rcndeawwt 
be  restored,  and  the  heritors  required  to  1 
answerable  for  them.  And  to  the  end  li 
majesty's  standing  forces  may  be  always  i 
readiness  to  do  their  duty,  and  to  prosMl 
such  public  orders  as  shall  be  given  thci 
we  have  (udered  any  parties  of  them  wh 
are  quartering  for  excise,  and  others  M 
nuy  esty's  dues,  to  be  called  in ;  and  appoioli 
that  the  militia  forces,  in  time  cxnuiiiy,  iU 
be  only  made  use  of  to  quarter  for  thsi 
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duet.    We  have  reoommended  to  the  arvh- 

hiihope  and  biehopt,  in  their  diooetes  re- 

■pective,  to  take  notice  of  an  j  persons  who 

take  apon  tliem,  without  license,  to  teach 

pdUio  schools,  to  be  chaplains  to  fiunilies,or 

to  be  pedaipogues  to  the  children  of  persons 

of  qiuilitjr,  contrary  to  the  act  of  parliament, 

and  to  report  their  names  to  ns  betwixt  and 

the  1st  of  Norember.     We  have  caused 

iatimaie  his  majesty's  pleasure,  exprest  in 

hb  letter  of  the  lOUi  instant,  to  the  bishop 

if  I>iimblane,  Mr  Turner,  Mr  Robertson, 

Mr  Cant,  and  Mr  Hamilton,  and  required 

them  to  (pye  obedience  accordingly.    We 

have,  for  the  better  discoTery  of  the  persons 

guilty,  and  for  preventing  the  like  disorders 

for  the  time  coming,  granted  commission  to 

some  of  our  number,  within  certain  bounds, 

to  proceed  according  to  law,  against  persons 

guiky  €i  conventicles,  invasions  of  ministers 

■od  polpits,  and  other  disorders  mentioned 

in  the  commission,  who  are  to  meet  in  time 

cf  vacance,  and  to  them  we  have  given 

■peeial  instructions;  which  commissioners 

■e  to  meet  at  Edinburgh,   Stirling,  and 

Conpar,  the  18th  of  August  next    We  are, 

jonr  gnoe*s,"  ^^^ 

la  the  month  of  August,  the  council  have 
a  reoesB,  and  do  not  meet  till  their  members 
iftnmfinim  the  several  bounds  whither  their 
emausaions  above  narrated  carried  them : 
bit^  in  the  beginning  of  September,  I  find 
ftem  together  again,  and  a  letter  from  the 
ki^g  is  read,  "  commending  their  diligence 
^pdnat  conventicles,  and  acquainting  them, 
dMt  for  the  strengthening  their  hands  under 
iMBfinmaintaining  the  laws  and  government, 
he  resolved  to  raise  some  more  forces,  and 
orisn  them  to  raise  a  thousand  foot,  and 
tknee  troops  of  horse."  This  letter  bears 
irte  August  25th.  Whether  this  was  to 
giatify  some  people  who  could  not  be  other- 
wise provided  for  than  in  an  army,  in  a  time 
ef  full  peace,  at  the  expense  of  the  country, 
cr  for  some  other  end,  I  know  not  The 
suffering  party  were  more  and  more  harassed 
by  this  increasing  of  the  standing  forces. 

Hiis  same  day,  September  1st,  the  council 
pant  warrant  to  apprehend  Mungo  Lockhart 
•f  Harwood,  William  Liston  of  CoUunun 
EaateTp  Geoige  Tennant  and  John  Brown  in 
CaUer,  who  wen  informed  against,  as  having 


been  at  a  conventicle  lately  in  .  .^ 
Calder4nuir,  and  to  have  resisted  a 
party  of  the  guards  who  came  to  dissipate 
them.  What  followed  upon  this  warrant, 
I  know  not ;  no  more  about  these  persons 
occurs  in  the  registers.  At  the  same  sede- 
runt, the  council  ordain  letters  of  homing 
to  be  directed  by  their  authority,  upon  the 
decreets  of  all  sherifis,  bailies  of  regalities, 
and  all  other  inferior  magistrates,  against 
persons  guilty  of  being  at  conventicles,  and 
other  such  disorders,  and  grant  warrant  to 
the  clerks  for  that  effect 

Upon  the  2d  of  September,  they  receive 
the  report  of  the  procedure  of  the  several 
conmiisBions  granted  in  July  against  conven- 
ticles, and  approve  the  commissioners,  and 
add  some  others  to  their  number ;  and,  in 
answer  to  a  difficulty  proposed  from  some 
of  them,  they  appoint, "  that  whereas  it  hath 
occurred,  and  may  hereafter  occur,  that 
persons  cited  to  appear  before  the  said 
commissioners,  may  propound  their  defence 
^fuod  res  est  hactemts  judicata^  they  having 
been  already  pursued  before  other  compe- 
tent judges;  Uie  lords  dechire,  if  the  defences 
propounded  be  by  any  other  than  the  party 
cited  and  compearing,  they  are  to  be  repelled, 
and  certification  granted  notwithstanding 
thereof:  but  if  the  parties  be  compearing,  the 
commissionerB,before  answer,  are  to  examine 
whether  they  have  been  fined  and  proceeded 
against  according  to  the  act  of  parliament, 
and  if  they  have  made  real  payment  of  their 
fines,  and  such  other  circumstances  as  they 
shall  think  fit ;  and  thereafter  to  sustain  or 
repel  the  said  defence,  as  they  shall  find 
cause.*'     It  appears  hard  enough  to  reject 
the  defences  given  in  for  the  paunels  merely 
because  they  themselves  were  absent,  having 
little  ground  to  expect  they  would  be  judged 
twice  for  the  same  supposed  crime:   and 
these  commissioners  were  thus    made  a 
new  inquisition,  after  the  severities  formerly 
exercised. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  month,  Sep* 
tember  29th,  the  council  meet  again,  and 
have  a  letter  from  the  king,  of  the  date  of 
the  23d  of  September,  read,  writ,  no  doubt, 
upon  informations  sent  up  by  private  letters 
to  court  His  majesty  expects  special  dili- 
gence to  be  used  anent  a  conventicle  near  tha 
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border  of  West-Lothian,  where  tome 


umed  men  fired  apon  the  giuurdn. 
I  take  it  to  have  been  the  alx>Te  specified  at 
Calder-muir.    it  is  hit  pleasure  they  take 
particular  notice  of  the  conventicles,  and 
other  unlawful  practices  at  or  near  Cardroes : 
he  adds,  that  he  is  informed  that  some  of  his 
guards,  by  their  order,  apprehended  one 
King,  who  was  set  at  liberty  on  caution  to 
appear ;   and  seeing  the  lord  Cardross  did, 
in  a  peremptory  petition,  complain  of  that 
man's  being  taken,  who  he  owned  to  be  his 
domestic,  the  council  are  ordered  to  require 
that  lord  to  bring  him  back  to  prison,  and 
not  to  give  over  till  that  business  of  coun- 
tenancing and  keeping  conventicles,  at  or 
near  Cardross,  be  exactly  tried  according  to 
law.    Accordingly,  that  excellent   person 
the   lord   Cardross   appears   before    them 
October  1st,  and  is  appointed  to  produce 
Mr  John   King   against  November.      He 
answered,  what  the  council  demanded  was 
not  in  his  power ;  and  that  the  council,  by 
their  orders,  had  taken  Mr  King  from  him; 
and,  after  imprisoning  him  for  some  time* 
liberated  him,  and  since  that  time  he  was 
not  in  his  service.    Mr  King  for  some  time 
escaped  their  fury,  but  afterwards,  as  we 
shall   hear,  fell   a  sacrifice,  and   my  lord 
wanted  not  after-harassings.    At  the  same 
diet  of  council,  they  approve  the  proceedings 
of  their  commissioners  for  conventicles,  and 
Hugh  Stevenson,  one  of  their  clerks,  had 
the  fine  of  five  hundred  mcrks  gifted  him, 
which  was  uplifted  from  Mr  John  King's 
cautioner,  for   his  noncompearance  when 
called,  according  to  the  bond  given  for  him. 
In  December,  Claud  Hamilton  of  Bams, 
in  the  shire  of  Dumbarton,  applies  to  the 
council,  for  a  stop  to  be  put  to  the  diligence 
gone  out  against  him.    This  gentleman  had 
been  fined  by  the  bailie  of  the  regality  of 
Kilpatrick,  in  a  fourth  part  of  his  rent,  for 
his  being  at  one  conventicle  in  a  house,  and 
had  paid  his  fine.     The  commissioners  who 
met  at  Stirling,  having  called  him  before 
them,  and  he,  knowing  he  had  already  satis- 
fied the  law  for  that  supposed  crime,  did 
not   compear,  and  was  denounced.     The 
council  are  so  just  as  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
letters  against  him.     Upon  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, Henry  Angus  and  James  JafFrey 


were  brought  bcfiore  the  oounciL  When 
they  appeared  before  the  commiawonefi  at 
Stirling,  they  had  no  mdeoet  agminst  thai 
of  their  being  at  oonveiitiolMy  and  refer  the 
matter  to  their  oath:  these  two  men  rstaed 
to  swear  against  themselTes,  and  had  been 
remitted  to  this  diet  of  the  oonnciL  The 
lords  ordain  them  to  be  baniahad  tram  ths 
shires  where  they  live.  Thus  the  readv 
hath  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  prooedars 
of  the  managers  against  conventidet  tUi 
year.  I  come  now  forward  to  touch  at  i 
other  occurrences  in  this  period. 

SECT.  II. 


Containing  an  account  ofMcverai  other 
rences  this  yrar^  1674. 


In  this  section  I  come  to  glean  op 
further  things  which  fell  out  this  year; 
most  of  them  have  a  reference  to  suffering 
presbyterians,  and  any  other  thing  I  nodes 
shall  be  only  what  is  necessary  to  clear  up 
their  state  and  circumstances. 

Some  particular  hardships  upon  T"TB*tffft 
and  preachers  in  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
deserve  the  reader^s  notice.  Upon  the  8tt 
of  January,  Mr  Matthew  M'Kail,  of  wbosi 
some  account  hath  been  given  already,  mi 
liberate  from  prison,  where  he  had  beenftr 
some  time ;  upon  his  reftising  to  engage  aot 
to  preach,  he  was  confined  to  the  parish  if 
Carluke,  and  bond  was  given  for  him  thst 
he  should  appear  before  the  council  whci 
called. 

ToM'ards  the  beginning  of  Febmaiy,  Mr 
James  Mitchell,  of  whom  before,  was  tikei 
and  committed  to  close  prison.  The  bert 
account  I  can  give  of  the  procedure  againt 
him  at  this  time,  is  from  two  letters  writ  bj 
the  lord  Halton  to  the  earl  of  Kincardine, 
and  from  the  council  and  justiciary  registeiSi 
The  first  letter  runs, 

**  Hotyrood-hmue^  Febmaiy  lOth^  1674^ 
**  Upon  Saturday  morning,  one  Mr  James 
Mitchell,  who  was  alleged  to  have  assaw- 
nated  the  archbishop  of  8t  Andrews,  was 
discovered  and  taken  by  Sir  William  Shaip 
and  two  of  his  brother's  servants,  and  was 
by  the  chancellor's  order  made  dose  piu- 
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oner.  This  day,  by  order  of  the  council,  he 
WIS  examined  by  the  lord  chancellor,  lord 
lefrister,  lord  advocate  and  me,  and  stiffly 
denied  the  assasHination ;  but  being  taken 
apart  by  the  chancellor,  upon  assurance  of 
hia  life,  he  fell  upon  his  knees  and  confessed 
it  was  he  who  shot  the  bishop  of  Orkney, 
bat  that  he  aimed  at  the  archbishop.  The 
doable  of  the  confession  signed  by  him  and 
OB,  ia  here  inclosed.  I  think  his  punish- 
ment will  be  the  loss  of  his  hand,  and 
perpetual  imprisonment  in  the  Bass.  I 
tm,"  &c. 

By  the  council  registers,  February  12th, 
*  Mr  James  Mitchell,  who  was  in  the  re-  I 
bellion  1666,  and  was  imprisoned  for  the 
snassination  intended  against  the  bishops 
of  St  Andrews  and  Orkney,  is  remitted  to 
the  justiciary,  and  the  advocate  is  ordered 
to  pursue  him."  The  other  letter  of  my 
lord  Ualtoun  refers  to  this,  and  I  insert  it 


«  Bolyroodrhouse,  February  12/A,  1674. 
*  This  day  Mr  Mitchell,  who  assassinated 
the  archbishop,  was  examined  again  in  face 
of  council,  and  said  nothing  but  what  he 
■ud  to  us  in  the  committee.  He  is  remitted 
to  the  justice  court  to  receive  his  indictment 
and  sentence,  to  have  his  right  hand  cut  off 
it  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  forfeiture 
of  his  whole  goods  and  property  This  last 
fut  is  not  to  be  put  in  execution  till  his 
wyetty  be  acquainted,  because  assurance  of 
'  fife  was  given  him  upon  his  confession.  The 
cotting  off  his  hand  is  to  be  executed  by  the 
kand  of  the  hangman.    I  am,"  &c. 

From  the  justiciary  records,  I  find  Mr 
IGtchell  is  brought  before  that  court  upon 
March  2d  this  year,  and  an  indictment  and 
fibel  is  produced  against  him  and  read, 
which  I  have  insert  below.  *    The  s  ubstance 


of  it,  and  reasonings  upon  it,  will  _.. 
come  in  four  years  after  this,  at  his 
second  process;  and  I  shall  here  say  no 
more  of  it,  but  only  that  Mr  Mitchell 
denied  his  libel,  and  offered  himself  to  pro- 
bation, knowing  it  could  not  be  proven, 
being  advised  not  to  lay  too  much  weight 
upon  the  assurance  of  his  life  given  him. 
The  lords  of  justiciary  continue  this  afiair 
until  the  25th  of  March.  Meanwhile,  upon 
the  12th  of  March,  the  council  have  this 
matter  again  before  them,  and  come  to  pass 
the  following  act;  which,  as  giving  a  short 
view  of  this  matter,  and  what  afterwards 
was  refused,  though  it  stands  yet  in  the 
registers  from  which  1  extract  this  copy 
£EUthfuUy,  is  proper  to  be  insert  here. 

''Edinburgh,  March  12M,  1674. 
**  The  lord  commissioner  his  grace,  and 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  having 
appointed  a  committee  of  council  to  ex- 
amine Mr  James  Mitchell,  prisoner  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  the  said  Mr  James 
being  brought  before  the  said  committee, 
did  make  a  free  and  voluntary  confession 
of  his  acccs^on  to  the  rebellion,  and  rising 
in  arms  in  the  west ;  and  that  after  he  had 
notice  of  the  same,  he  went  from  Edinburgh 
with  colonel  Wallace  and  others,  and  joined 
the  rebels  there,  and  from  thence  came 
alongst,  and  was  with  them  until  the  night 
before  the  fight  at  Pentland  Hilb ;  and  that 
at  the  desire  of  captain  Amot  he  came  then 
to  Edinburgh  to  speak  to  some  persons 
there  concerning  them :  and  being  examined 
upon  the  attempt  made  upon  the  person  of 
the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  and  who 
shot  the  pistol  at  the  said  archbishop,  when 
the  bishop  of  Orkney  was  hurt,  in  the  month 
of  July  1668,  he  did  declare,  that  at  that 
time  and  in  the  day  the  said  attempt  was 


•  Afr  James  Milcheir$  libel,  Afarch  2d,  1674. 

Mr  James  Mitchell,  prisoner  in  the  tolbooth 
•f  Kdiiiburgh,  you  sre  indicted  and  accused, 
That  forasmuch  as,  by  the  common  latv,  and  by 
the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  of  this  kinj^- 
imaf  rebellion  against  liis  msjesty's  sacred  per- 
son or  authority,  and  the  rising  in  arms  in 
nbrUioOv  and  joining  and  keeping  correspond- 
ence with  these  who  are  in  rebellion,  and  all 
aeeemory  to  the  same,  are  deeds  and  crimes 
if  high  treason  and  lese-mijesty,  and  punish- 
abU  with  the  pains  of  treason,  and  forfcature  of 

11* 


life,  lands,  and  goods  ;  and  by  the  common  law 
and  laws  of  nations,  and  by  the  laws  of  this 
kingdom,  "murder,  and  the  assaulting  and 
attempting  upon  any  person  or  persons,  hj  way 
of  forethought  felony,  et  ver  visidias  et  indtU' 
Iriam,  of  purpose  and  design  to  kill,  are  most 
atrocious  and  detestable  crimes,  and  destructive 
and  against  the  being  of  human  society,  and 
that  security  and  confidence  which  is  the  foun- 
dation of  all  society,  and  is  severely  punishable; 
bat  especially  when  the  same  is  committed  upon 
the    persons  of  coonsellori,  and  other  oAoera 
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made,  he  was  in  the  town  of  Ediu- 

^^       burgh,  and  that  he  had  bought  the 

pistol  which  was  about  him,  charged  with 

three  balls  when  he  was  apprehended,  at 


who  do  represent  authority,  and  an*  linble  to 
mistake;  or,  when  the  same  are  i:ummitted 
upoQ  tho  pirrsons  of  couiiKellont,  and  other 
officen  who  do  ivpre*«eiit  authority,  and  are 
liable  to  mlntake  and  malice  of  wicked  persons, 
for  doing  their  duty ;  or,  when  the  same  are 
committed  upon  tlie  persons  of  churchmen, 
bisbom  and  ministers  who  are  of  the  sacred 
function,  and  by  the  laws  of  all  nations  are 
privileged  und  tiecurcd,  as  much  an  can  be,  from 
the  malice  and  tMcrileKious  attempts  of  wicked 
persons."  And  particularly  it  is  »tatuted  bv 
king  James  VI.  in  bin  16th  parliament,  and  4th 
act  thereof,  "  that  wh!it«M>eTer  person  invades,  or 
pursues  any  of  the  lords  of  session,  secret  coun- 
cil, or  any  other  his  maiestv's  offiirers  for  doing 
bis  majesty's  servicp,  should  be  punished  with 
death.'*^  And  by  the  17th  act,  parliament  1st, 
of  his  majesty's  royal  father,  in  anno  \6SA, 
entituled,  **  anent  invading  of  ministers,**  it  is 
statuteil,  **  that  the  same  should  be  extended  to 
all  archbisliops  and  ministers  whatsomever.** 
And  by  the  ith  act  of  his  majesty's  :gd  par- 
liament, and  2d  session  of  the  same,  it  is  sta- 
tuted,  **  that  whatsoever  persons  shall  be  guilty 
of  the  assaulting  of  the  lives  of  ministers,  that 
they  should  be  punishable  with  the  pain  of 
death,  and  confiM'ation  of  their  moveables.*' 
And  by  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  of  this 
kingdom,  "  the  mutilation  and  dismembering  of 
any  of  his  mijesty's  subjects,  by  way  of  fore- 
thought felony,  is  an  high  and  capital  crime, 
and  punishable  with  the  pain  of  death. "  Never- 
theless, having  sliuken  off  all  fear  of  God,  and 
conscience  and  sense  of  duty,  loyalty  and  alle- 
giance to  y«tur  sovereign  lord  and  king,  and  of 
humanity  itself,  you  have  presumed  to  commit 
the  crimes  foresaid,  in  so  far  as  a  great  number 
of  disloval  and  se<liti»us  persons  in  the  west, 
having,  in  the  year  1606,  risen  and  appeared  in 
arms,  in  a  most  despenite  and  avowe<l  rebellion 
against  his  majesty's  government  and  laws,  and 
having  joined  and  niiNlelled  tbeniselves  in  an 
army,  under  colonel  Wallace  and  others,  and 
having  had  the  boldness  to  mari'h  through  the 
country  in  a  military  and  bobtile  manner,  to- 
wards and  near  Edinburgh,  the  chief  city  of 
the  kingdom,  and  to  enroniiter  and  fight  his  ma- 
jesty's forces,  until  the  s;nd  rebels  were  subdued 
and  suppressed  ;  you  was  involved  and  enjoined 
with  them  in  the  Miid  rebellion,  and  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  1666,  and  in  one  or  other  of  the 
months  of  the  foretuiid  year,  and  upon  the  seve- 
ral days*  of  the  Mune,  or  one  or  other  then'of, 
having  had  notice  from  the  said  Colonel  James 
Wallace,  being  in  Kdiiiburgh  for  the  time  of 
Uiat  rebellion,  you,  and  the  said  Colonel  Wallace, 
and  captain  Arnot,  and  divers  others,  went  out 
of  Edinburgh  about  eight  a  clock  at  night,  and 
immediately  rode  towanis  Ayr,  and  joined  with 
those  who  were  in  the  rebellion  in  the  said  burgh 
of  Ayr,  and  stayed  and  went  along  with  them 
In  arms,  until  the  said  rebels  came  near  Pent- 
land  ;  and,  the  night  l>efore  the  defeat  at  Pent- 
land,  you  came  to  Edinburgh,  at  the  desire  of 
captain  Arnot,  an  officer,  and  a  person  eminent 
la  ihst  MMid  rebeUioD,  and  thereafter  forfeited 


that  time  the  biahop  was  shot,  from  Alex- 
ander Logan,  dagmaker  in  Leith-wynd;  but 
refused  that  he  was  the  penon  who  made 
the  said  attempt,  until  hnring  retired  with 


and  executed  for  his  accession  thereto,  to  speak, 
as  you  pretended,  with  ana  Mr  Jamca  Stirling 
and  Mr  llobert  Fergnson,  who  were  thm  in 
Edinburgh,  and  were  noted  and  known  to  bs 
perM>ns  disaffected    to    his    majesty   and   hia 
government,  and  that  anent  and  in  order  to  aa 
address,  to  be  given  in  to  the  council,  in  behalf 
of  these  in  the  rebellion ;  but  truly  of  purpose 
to  propagate  and   promote  the  name,  br  your 
editions  practices  and  endeavours  with  those  sf 
the  same  principles,  and  that  you  might  depfmw 
and  induce  to  join  with  you  therein.     His  Ma- 
jesty having,  by  his  proclamation,  upon  the  fini 
notire  given  to  bis  privy  coiuicil  of  the  said  re- 
bellion, declared  all  the»e  who  had  appearrd  bi 
the  nid  rebellion,  to  be  traitors,  and  having  dis* 
charged  all  his  subjecU  to  assist,  reset,  coms- 
pond  with,  or  supply  any  of  them,  under  the 
pain  of  treason  :  and  thereafter  in  the  year  lUil&, 
after  the  said  defeat  at  I*entland,  hia  majesty,  hy 
anothej-  proclamation  emitted  by  the  advice  si 
the  privy  council,  having  dischajved  and  iaU- 
bited  all  his  subjects,  that  none  of  them  oifpr  la 
liarl>our,  reset,  supply,  or  correspond  to  hide  cr 
conceal  the  persons  whose  names  are  tbereio  ci- 
prest,  and  in  special,  Maclellan  of  Ban- 

rob,  — ^  Cannon  of  Mardrogat,  Mr  John 
Welsh,  and  you  yourself,  as  appears  by  a  prfr> 
rlamation,  of  date  ith  of  December,  1666,  and 
likewise  ^is  migesty,  by  a  proclamatiou  datai 
1st  October,  1667,  having,  out  of  his  royal  cle- 
mency and  tenderneM,  and  of  hia  apecial  graec 
and  favour  granted  his  full  and  free  pardon  aad 
indemnity  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  Mud 
rebellion,  excepting  alwavs  from  the  said  pardsa 
the  persons  therein  mentioned,  and  in  special  ths 
said Cannon  of  Mardrogat,  colonel  Wal- 
lace, and  llobert  Chalmers  brother  to  Gadgirth, 

Cannon  of  IVIardrogat  younger,  ai^  3Ir 

John  Welsh,  with  you  yourself.  Neverthdcai 
you,  though  declared  traitor,  and  a  person  ei^ 
cepted  fn»m  his  majestv's  pardon  by  the  prorlsp 
mation  foresaid,  and  whom  his  nugeaty'asuMecb 
were  thereby  discharged  and  inhibited  to  har- 
bour, reset,  supply,  or  correspond  with,  uodtr 
the  pain  of  treason,  you  bad  the  boldness,  tni 
did  presume  to  repair  and  come  to  lr>linbui|^ 
and  after  the  said  proclamationa  in  the  mid 
years  1666  and  1667,  and  subsequent  years,  yaa 
did  stay  within  the  aaid  city  and  town  of  Edia- 
burgh  divers  months,  at  least  days,  and  did  eoa- 
verse,  not  only  with  persons  of  vour  prlncipk^ 
and  who  had  been  in  the  rebellion,  but  widi 
others  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  involving  than 
with  the  contagion  of  your  company  and  ooo- 
versation,  and  bringing  them  under  the  cma- 
pass  of  the  certifications  contained  in  the  lud 
proclamations,  as  favourers  of  the  said  rebeHioa, 
and  accessory  thereto,  and  guilty  of  the  same. 
Though  you  had  a  long  time  for  breathing  and 
for  repenting  of  your  rebellion,  and  treasonable 
and  wicked  practices  foresaid,  and  was  not 
brought  to  condign  punishment  for  the  same.bf 
a  strict  and  exact  search  and  inquiry  whiu 
might  have  been  used  upon  you,  a  notorious  and 
declared  traitor  and  excepted,  aa  aaid  la^  from  all 
pardon,  yet  you  was  so  lar  firom  makiinig  that  ass 
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said  oommittee,  he  did  confess 
uees  be  was  the  person,  upon 
iven  him,  by  one  of  tlie  commit- 
lis  life,  who  had  warrant  from 


i^bt  and  ought  to  hwe  made  of  the 
nee,  that  on  the  contrary  you  per- 
ir   wirkednesii,  and    proceeded    to 
'  of  your   impiety  and   barbarous 
ihumanity,  and  conceivinj^  a  deadly 
atred  against  the  reverend  father  in 
rchbiMhop  of  St  Aiidrewa,  a  person 
*r  known  or  Keen  you,  so  as  to  take 
you,  much  less  had  given  you  any 
out  any  ground  or  warrant,  and 
;,  only  that  he  was  promoted  and 
his  majpRty  to  be  anrhbishop.  and 
ivy  council,  and  did  serve  God  and 
aithfuUv  in  the  said  stations  and 
d  contrive,  resolve,  and  design  the 
nSMination  of  the  said  archbishop, 
thereunto,  having  bought  and  pro- 
r  of  a  pair  of  long  S4'ot8  iron  pistols, 
lore,  you  did,  upon  the  __>  day 
),  proceei],  and  did  take  the  oppor- 
ute  and  gu  about  your  horrid  and 
when  tho  said  archbishop  in  the 
the  jtaid  dav,  <lld  come  down   his 
d  w]Ui  going  into  liis  own  coach, 
iroad  upon  hfs  occasions,  with  the 
T  in  God  Andrew  bishop  of  Ork- 
1   having   a  rhargeil    pintol   with 
ball,  did    most   cruelly  and    fi>lo- 
t  the  said  bishop,  and  did  fire,  dls- 
loot  the  s:iid  piittol  on  them,  being 
d  conch  ;  iind  God  of  his  goodness 
red  the  said  archbishop,  whom  you 
larder,  you  did  by  the  same  shot 
und  the  said  bishop  of  Orkney,  to 
ird  and  danger  of  bis  life,  so  that 
long  time  with  a  great  pain  and 
z|iense  of  blood,  languished  of  the 
eing  in  a  most  dangerous  place,  in 
his  hand  and  arm,  where  there  Is 
f  nerves  and  fibres,  he  is  not  re- 
ver  will  recover  his  health  to  that 
vigour  that  he  had  and  might  have, 
^tten  the  said  wound,  and  is  rau- 
aembered  as  to  his  ann  and  hand, 
n  make  no  use  of  the  same:   and 
attempted  and  committed  the  said 
and  villany,  tantfuam  insidiatarf  et 
t  and  by  way  of  forethought  felony, 
ray,  and  escaped  through  the  mui- 
rong  that  bad  gatherml  upon  the 
aid  shot,  having  another  charged 
Ktol  in  your  hand,  of  purpose  and 
re  killed   any  person  who  should 

0  take  and  apprehend  you.  The 
pt  being  without  any  parallel,  the 
of  the  same  being  considered,  that 
;ted  by  one  who  profe&sed  to  be  of 
religion,  and  who  did  pretend  to 

1  a  chaplain  in  divers  families,  that 
itted  upon  persons  of  the  sacred 
fathei*K  of  the  church,  and  that  it 
d  to  the  great  scandal  and  disad- 
!  Christian  religion,  and  in  special 
nt  reformed  religi<»n,  the  professors 
;  of  the  same  having  so  much  de- 
tt,  and  by  their  preaching  and 
expressed  their  i\ctestat]on  of  Kuch  | 


the  lord   commissioner  and  secret  ,^^^ 
council  to  give  the  same,  and  thei-e- 
aiter  did  freely  confess  before  all  the  lords 
of  the  said  committee,  that  he  shot  the  said 


attempts  and  practices  committed  bj  penon^ 
and  owned  by  writcn  of  the  Uoman  profesiioii, 
and  that  it  cannot  be  instanced,  that  any  of  the 
protesUnt  religion  was  guilty  of  the  like  attempt, 
upon  the  account  of  religion,  and  that  the  wont 
of  men  being  ashamed  to  commit  the  villaniet, 
for  covering  of  the  same,  and  for  their  security, 
do  take  the  opportunity  of  darkness  and  tolitade, 
in  comere  and  solitary  places ;  your  malice  waa 
so  implacable,  that  you  waa  prodigal  of  your 
own  life,  to  be  master  of  the  life  of  the  aaid 
archbishop,  and  in  the  High-street  of  (Minbnrsb, 
in  day-light,  and  in  the  face  of  the  sun,  and  be- 
fore many  persons  near  about  the  said  coach,  or 
about  a  little  distanw  from  it,  where  yoa  could 
not  but  expect  to  be  iMveently  seized  upon,  you 
did  devote  yourself,  and  did  adventure  to  commit 
the  said  most  villanous  and  wicked  attempt: 
yet  notwithstanding  all  the  said   aggraTatione 
and  circumstances  of  horror,  which  might  and 
should   have    possessed    your  conscience   with 
horror  and  remorse,  you  did  continue  in  your 
implacable  malice,  you  did  convene  and  keep 
correspondence  with  the  said  Robert  Cannon  of 
Mardrogat,  and  with  —  Welsh  of  Comley, 
and  — ^—  Maclellan  of  Barscob,  declared  and 
excepted    rebels  and   traitors,  and  had  divers 
meetings  with  them,  and  upon  discourse  con- 
cerning that  attempt,  every  one  of  the  said  per- 
sons putting  it  upon  one  another,  wheu  it  was 
f»ut  to  you,  you  said  and  uttered  these  and  the 
ike  speeches,  "  shame  fall  the  miss,"  and  that 
you  should  make  the  fire  hotter  ;  and  after  the 
time  and  attempt  foresaid,  in  the  said  year  1666» 
and  subsequent  years,  months,  and  days  of  the 
said   reApcwtive  years,  and  on  one  or  other  of 
them,  your  guilty  conscience  diaquieting  and 
pursuing  vou,  you  did  rove  and  go  abroad  several 
times  to  llolland,  England,  and  Ireland,  until 
divine  justice  did  drive  and  bring  yoa  back  to 
this  kingdom,  tbat  justice  might  be  satisfied  and 
vindicated  in  some  measure,  where  you  had  com- 
mitted such  great  villanies.     A  fter  your  return, 
you  did  proceed  to  that  height  of  boldneae  and 
confidence,  or  rather  impudeoce,  that  you  did 
repair  to,  and  live  in  Edinburgh,  and  was  married 
there  with  your  wife,  who  is  yet  living,  by  Mr 
John  Welsh,  who  is  not  only  declared  an  ex- 
cepted   traitor    by    the    proclamations    above- 
mentioned,  but  is  forfeited  for  his  accession  to 
the  said  rebellion ;   and   your  boldnesa  was  sf» 
great  in  outdaring  both  God  and  authority,  that 
for  a  long  time  you  have  been  lodged,  and  has 
kept  a  sliop  near  that  place  where  the  said  arch- 
bishop doth  and  useth  to  lodge  when  he  is  at 
Edinourgh,  until  at  length  you  was  discovered 
and  apprehended,  having  upon  you  when  you 
was  taken  the  same  pistol  which  you  shot  when 
you   committed    the  said  attempt,  which  was 
found  under  your  coat  charged  with  ^wder  and 
three  Imll,  of  purpose  to  attempt  again  and  exe- 
cut.e  your  bloody  design  against  the  said  arch- 
bishop, at  least  against  any  person  who  should 
offer  to  take  you.     From  all  which  premises  it 
is  evident,  that  you  are  guilty  of  the  said  atro- 
cious  crimes  of  treason,  murder^  «.iv4  %MaMA.Ti%- 
tion,  by  way  of   forevVvtm^Vkt  lAoi\^,  wu^N*  >»k 
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instol  at  the  said  archbishop,  and 
*  did  snhacribe  his  confeasioii  in  pre- 
tence of  the  said  committee,  which  is  also 
fobecribed  bj  them.  And  thereafter  the 
■aid  Mr  James,  in  presence  of  the  commis- 
sioner his  grace,  and  council,  did  renew  and 
adhere  to  the  said  confession,  both  as  to  the 
accession  to  the  rebellion,  and  the  attempt 
foresaid,  and  acknowledged  he  made  the 
said  attempt,  because  he  thought  the  said 
archbishop  had  a  hand  in  troubling  and 
persecuting  those  that  were  in  the  rebellion. 
Nevertheless,  being  brought  before  the  lords 
of  the  justiciary,  and  asked  if  he  did  own 
the  confession  foresaid,  he  did  altogether 
refuse  to  answer  and  adhere  to  the  said 
confessions,  notwithstanding  he  was  told  by 
the  lords  commissioners  of  justiciary,  \hat  if 
he  would  adhere  to  the  said  confessions,  he 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  said  assure 
ance,  and  if  otherwise,  he  should  lose  the 
same :  therefore  the  lord  commissioner  his 
grace,  and  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun- 
cil, do  declare  that  they  are  frM,  and  that 
the  said  Mr  James  ought  not  to  have  the 
benefit  of  any  such  promise  or  assurance, 
and  that  the  same  is  sJtogether  void,  and  the 
lords  of  the  justiciary  and  the  assize  ought 
to  proceed  without  any  respect  to  the  same. 
And  further  declare,  that  the  said  Mr  James 
Mitchell  is  the  person  intended,  and  meant 
in  the  proclamations  in  the  year  1660  and 
1667,  discharging  any  intercommuning  with 
the  rebels  therein  mentioned,  and  excepting 
the  said  Mr  James  and  other  persons 
therein  from  his  majesty's  favour  and  in- 
demnity, and  no  other  under  the  name  of 
Mr  James  Mitchell,  though  there  had  been 
any  other  of  that  name  involved  in  the 
rebellion." 

Matters  being  thus  prepared  for  the  severe 
procedure  of  the  criminal  court,  upon  the 
25th  of  March  Mr  Mitchell  comes  again 

perciissor  and  sicarius,  and  of  mutilation,  and 
other  Crimea  abovementioned,  and  that  not  only 
am  to  single  acts  of  treason  and  rebellion,  but  of 
a  complication  and  a  continued  tract  and  course 
of  habitual  rebellion  and  treason,  and  you  are 
art  and  part  of  the  same,  and  of  one  or  other  of 
the  said  crimes,  and  therefore  the  said  puni^th- 
ments  ought  to  be  inflicted  upon  you  as  a  traitor 
and  murderer,  and  as  guilty  of  the  crimes 
foresaid,  in  an  exemplary  way,  to  the  terror  of 
others. 


before  than,  and  now  ht  most  adhere  to 
his  judicial  denial  of  all  libelled  agaimt 
him ;  and  there  being  no  probation  besides 
his  foresaid  confesakm  now  retracted,  the 
lords  of  justiciary,  with  oonaent  of  his 
majesty's  advocate,  desert  the  diet,  and  Mr 
Mitchell,  after  continuing  some  time  in 
prison,  is  sent  to  the  Bass,  and  his  business 
is  still  put  off  firom  time  to  time  until 
January  1678,  when  we  shall  meet  nith  him 
again. 

The  last  particular  proaecution  in  the 
entry  of  this  year  which  I  name,  is  of  tiw 
pious  and  learned  Mr  Thomaa  Fomstor, 
since  the  revolution  professor  of  divinity  is 
the  university  of  St  Andrews,  whose  memoiy 
is  savoury  in  this  church,  and  who  beisf 
dead  yet  speaketh,  by  his  solid  and  leaned 
writings  against  episcopacy.  This  exceUeat 
man  had  for  some  years  been  under  diffi- 
culties to  join  with  the  present  oonstitatioo 
of  the  established  church,  and  the  longer  be 
made  his  observations  upon  the  procedora 
and  practices  of  the  prektes  and  their  unde^ 
lings,  the  greater  his,  and  several  other 
worthy  men's  scruples  anent  conformitf, 
came  to  be :  and  last  year  he  came  to  pvt 
with  them,  and  this  year  his  persecatios 
begins.  Mr  Forrester  had  his  pastoral  chsi]^ 
at  Alva,  in  the  presbytery  of  Stirling,  sod 
since  the  beginning  of  the  last  year  he  hsd 
deserted  their  meetings ;  whereupon  tiieir 
derk,  by  their  order,  sends  the  following 
letter  to  him,  dated  August  7th,  1673. 

"  Reverend  Sir, — Ye  being  absent  ycrter- 
day  on  whom  the  addition  lay,  notwithstsnd- 
ing  the  presbytery  was  informed,  that  ye 
was  in  the  town  the  night  before,  and  have 
been  several  days  absent  from  the  presbyteiy 
formerly ;  the  presbytery  hath  appointed  yon 
the  exercise  the  next  day,  and  that  upoa 
Coloss.  iii.  12.  and  hath  ordained  me  th«r 
clerk  to  advertise  you  thereof,  and  of  the 
diet  of  the  presbytery,  which  is  yesterdsv 
come  twenty  days,  or  the  twentieth  sod 
sixth  of  August  instant :  with  certificatioD, 
if  ye  do  not  keep  the  said  diet,  or  give  not 
a  reasonable  excuse  for  your  absence,  the 
presbytery  will  take  such  course,  because  of 
your  contumacy,  as  is  incumbent     Thus 
much  from.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

"Mr  ALEXAynca  MranAT,  Pr.  Clerk.'* 
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To  this  letter  Mr  Forrester  made  a  retom 
upon  the  26th  of  Auj^t,  which  I  give  from 
I  barge  manuscript  account,  of  what  passed 
betwixt  him  and  the  conformists,  left  by  this 
excellent  person,  and  kindly  communicated 
to  me  by  his  son  the  laird  of  Dunaven. 
And  it  follows. 

**  To  the  moderator  and  brethren  of  the 
exercise  at  Stirling. 

^  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  date 
Asfpist  7th,  about  my  keeping  the  exercise, 
ind  your  noticing  and  threatening  me  anent 
mj  withdrawing  from  the  meetings  now 
Nxne  considerable  time;  I  have  resolved, 
instead  of  that  full  enlarged  account^  which 
[  Imve  ready  in  a  paper  by  itself)  at  this 
to  give  you  by  these  a  hint  of  my 
in  generaL  First,  It  is  evident  by 
lie  present  standing  acts  touching  religion 
■id  church  government,  that  all  power  or 
nriediction  in  the  church,  or  its  assemblies, 
■ther  diatactic,  critic,  or  dogmatic,*  is 
bontained  in,  derived  from,  and  ultimately 

*  It  may  be  proper  here  to  notice,  once  for  all, 
llMt  these  three  terms  have  been  usually  em- 
ployed by  writers  on  the  subject  of  ecclesiastical 
p0W«r,  to  mark  the  Tarious  departments  of  that 
Mvrer,  according  to  the  subjects  on  which  it  may 
■•exercised.  Ihe  dogmatic  (potestas  d^y/Mcnxq, 
ftspccts  Uyfjbmrttf  doctrines  or  articles  of  faith ; 
IM  it  implies  the  right  of  the  church  to  draw 
■p  and  exhibit  articles  of  fidth  as  grounded  on 
me  scriptures,  and  held  as  such,  by  all  its 
■canbers.  The  critic  (potestas  ^ics^jtisk)  re- 
ipacts  discipline,  or  the  exercise  of  judgment 
in  inflicting  and  removing  censures  on  ministers 
IT  private  members;  a  power  inherent  in  the 
Anrcb,  and  essential  to  good  order  and  estab- 
Sshed  authority  over  its  internal  concerns.  The 
Smtactic  (potestas  )i«T«xn««;)  respects  itmrmftit, 
ledeaiaatical  canons  or  constitutions;  and  the 
dunreh  is  supposed  to  have  the  power  of  enact- 
istf  tach  laws  or  canons  as  may  be  found  essen- 
tial to  the  order  and  government  of  its  affairs; 
it  being  under8too<l  that  such  canons  shall 
■Iways  l»e  founded  on,  and  agreeable  to  the 
r<f  of  '    - 


God,  and  the  authorized  public  stand- 
in  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  at  present 
BMMtituted,  no  new  laws  can  be  passed  without 
tho  consent  of  at  least  a  majority  of  presbyteries. 
Is  whom  every  overture  on  the  subject  is 
tfammitted,  and  a  distinct  return  made  in 
writing  to  the  general  assembly.  The  assembly 
■o  finding  that  a  majority  of  presbyteries  have 
declared  in  favour  of  the  proposed  overture, 
•oaet  the  same  into  a  law,  and  it  becomes 
hcDccforth  a  standing  canon  or  constitution  of 
the  church.  A  very  dixtinct  account  of  the 
BBtnre  and  distinctions  of  church  power  may 
bofbund  in  VoL  III.  of  Principal  Hili'a  very 
vahuble  "  Lectures  on  Divinity.'*— £d. 


referrible  unto  the  magistrate's  civil  1574^ 
power,  which  frame  I  judge  to  be 
contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  the  confessions 
of  reformed  churches,  and  our  own  church's 
judgment,  consequently  the  keeping  of  the 
meetings  (a  badge  of  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  lawfulness  of  this  frame)  to  be  unlawful ; 
this  frame  of  church  government  being  clear- 
ly proven  unlawful,  by  such  as  have  written 
against  Erastianism.  Secondly^  I  find,  since 
our  first  reformation,  several  oaths,  vows, 
and  solemn  engagements  upon  this  church 
and  nation,  against  the  prelatic  frame  of 
government,  the  obligation  whereof  I  could 
never  find  convincingly  disproved,  but  upon 
some  search  am  persuaded,  that  the  same 
are  still  binding  on  the  nations  and  posterity. 
Thirdly,  Upon  some  search  into  the  contro- 
versy of  church  government,  I  have  for  a 
considerable  time  entertained  the  persuasion 
of  the  unlawfulness  of  the  prelatic  frame, 
as  contrary  unto  the  prescriptions  in  point 
of  government  set  down  in  the  word.  If 
these  foundations  hold,  the  unlawfulness  of 
the  meetings  cannot  be  questioned ;  and  so 
long  as  I  am  thus  persuaded,  I  cannot  attend 
them  in  faith:  he  that  but  doubteth,  is 
damned  if  he  eat,  and  such  as  walk  in  dark- 
ness know  not  whither  they  go,  and  will  lie 
down  in  sorrow  in  the  evening  of  their  day. 
Upon  your  demand,  I  shall  exhibit  these 
grounds  somewhat  enlai^ed  in  a  paper  I 
thought  to  have  sent  enclosed,  wherein,  if 
upon  perusal,  ye  shall  discover  mistake,either 
as  to  matter  of  hd,  or  consequences  there- 
from deduced,  I  shall  heartily  embrace  the 
conviction  thereof.  So  remitting  the  pre- 
mises to  your  serious  and  impartial  con- 
sideration, rests,  yours  in  all  duty, 

'*  Thomas  Forrester. 

«  Alva,  August  26th,  1673." 

The  paper  referred  to  here,  is  too  large 
to  be  insert  in  the  body  of  this  history ;  but 
coming  from  so  good  a  hand,  and  at  such  a 
juncture,  it  deserves  a  room  here.*     There 


•  The  amy  of  a  paper  which  Mr  Thomas  Forretter 
offeird  to  present  to  the  brethren  of  the  exercise 
at  Stirlmgj  containing  the  reasons  of  disowning 
the  present  church  JpuHcatories,  ank  separating 
himseljjrom  them. 
It  is  evident  by  the  present  standing  acts 

touching  religion  'and  church  government,  at 
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are  two  copies  of  it  before  me  much 
to  the  Hune  purpose,  the  one  de- 
Migned  for  the  presbytery  of  Stirling,  and 
the  other  enlaiged  a  little,  by  way  of  a 


and  since  the  oTertumini^  of  the  efltsbliehed 
presbyterian  gmrernment  of  this  church,  that  all 
power  and  mrisdiction  in  the  present  church 
aaiemhlies,  either  diatactic,  critic,  or  dq^atic, 
is  fountained  in,  deriTed  from,  and  ultimatelj 
referrible  to  the  magittratc*s  civil  power;  for 
whereas  anno  1661,  the  exercise  of  presbTterian 
government  was  declared  merely  precarious 
durin|(  his  nunesty**  pleasure,  tliereal'ter  anno 
1662,  all  church  meetings  were  discharged,  till 
authorized  by  the  archbishops  and  bishops,  then 
nominate  by  his  majesty,  upon  their  entering 
int»  the  government  of  their  respective  sees ;  the 
pfesbyterlan  frame  thus  razed,  as  the  foundation 
of  the  new  structure,  the  disposal  of  the  govern* 
ment  is  declared  to  be  the  crown  right,  and 
inherent  perpetual  prerc^tive,  and  thereupon 
the  bishops  are  restored  not  only  to  their  places 
in  parliament,  and  accustomed  dignities,  civil 
(as  in  anno  161iii,  their  spiritual  power  by  them 
acclaimed,  being  by  the  magistrate  one  way  or 
other  compassed  by  packed  church  meetings, 
which  that  act  of  the  magistrate,  of  the  foresaid 
date,  doth  but  suppose  and  ratify,)  but  likewise 
to  their  episcopal  function,  precedency  in  the 
church  power  of  ordination  and  censures,  and 
all  church  discipline  to  be  performed  by  them, 
with  advice  (only)  of  such  of  the  clergv,  as  they 
shall  find  (they  themselves  only  being  judges)  of 
known  loyalty  and  prudence ;  and  it  is  expressly 
declared,  that  there  is  no  church  power,  jurisdic- 
tion, or  government,  in  church  office-bearers  or 
meetings,  but  what  dependeth  upon,  and  is 
subordinate  unto  the  civil  power  and  supremacy, 
and  is  authorised  by  the  bishops  who  are  ac- 
countable to  his  majesty  for  their  administration. 
In  the  public  act  for  the  national  synod,  the 
members  constituent,  matters  to  be  treated  on, 
whether  doctrine,  discipline,  or  worship,  the 
ratification  of  the  constitutions,  and  enlivening 
them  into  church  canons,  is  solely  in  the  magis- 
trate's power,  their  work  being  only  to  give 
advice  to  the  magistrate  without  any  decisive 
suffrage  except  what  is  precarious ;  and  in  the 
act  for  the  high  commission,  the  power  of  excom- 
munication is  put  into  the  hands  of  persons 
merely  civil :  thus  all  spiritual  power  proceedeth 
from  the  civil,  and  is  imparted  to  such  persons, 
and  by  such  ccnnmunicatioiis  as  his  mnjeiity 
pleases.  Now,  this  being  the  frame  of  all  the 
present  church  judicatories,  it  is  infallibly  dear 
that  it  is  merely  Krastian,  and  by  nur  divines 
who  have  written  against  that  way,  convincingly 
proven  unlawful  from  the  word  of  God. 
Amongst  manv  convincing  arguments  lat<:Iy  in- 
sisted on  by  them,  I  hint  only  these,  that  these 
two  powers  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  are  distinct 
t(tta  grrumf  both  as  to  the  original,  the  subject 
matter,  the  manner  of  working,  and  the  nearest 
end  designed,  consequently  that  they  are  co- 
ordinate, not  subordinate  one  to  another.  Sdly, 
That  these  were  kept  always  distinct,  distinct 
limits  being  put  betwixt  them,  both  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  :  under  the  law,  a  stand- 
ing priesthood  and  spiritual  sanhedrim  estab- 
lished, who  were  to  meddle  with  matters  of  the 
Lord,  diMtinct  from  matters  of  the  kin^ ;  that 


teatimoDy  to  the  work  of  reformatioD, 
when  he  was  forced  to  leare  his  flock. 
That  which  is  annexed  will  give  the  reader 
a  full  view  of  this  matter.     This  paper 


the  judgment  on  Saul  snd  Unias,  was  fur  gaing 
beyond  their  limit :  and  that  under  the  New 
Testament,  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  King,  Head, 
and  Lawgiver  of  his  church,  hath  a  visible  king- 
dom which  he  ezerclseth  in  and  over  the  churcJi 
visible,  by  its  spiritual  offieft-bearera  given  to  it 
as  a  church ;  and  therefore  distinct  from,  and 
Independent  upon  the  cItII  power,  the  keys  tf 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  being  by  him  oommittei 
not  to  tne  magistrate,  but  to  the  apostles*  suoces- 
sors  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  Matlh.  xvL  1ft 
John  xvui.  Sti,  37.  1  Cor.  zii.  88.  Eph.  iv.  lOy 
11,  12.  The  inoompatibleiieas  of  which  two 
jurisdictions  in  one  and  the  ssmesnbject,  sod  a 
J'tfrihrij  the  abaordity  of  monopoliziog  oif  aopn* 
macy,  as  to  both  in  one  person,  is  abundantly 
clear,  both  from  that  obedience  required  of  all,  i 
without  exception,  within  the  eharch,  to  chvch  I 
rulers ;  as  likewise  the  prohibition  of  dvil  pom 
and  greatness  to  these  churdi  rulers,  and  o«r 
Lord,  the  Head  of  his  church  while  In  thic 
world,  exerciaing  supremacy  in  the  govemmcaC 
thereof,  his  peremptory  refusal  so  much  as  is 
give  advice  by  another  arbiter  In  a  civil  cause, 
as  a  thing  inconsistent  with  his  office.  Sdly, 
'l*hat  as  it  is  clear  that  this  spiritual  power  was 
at  first  committed  to  church  ofScera,  when  ns 
nnagiatrate  was  so  much  as  a  member  cheKsi^ 
and  consequently  to  be  exercised  then  indepcs- 
dently  upon  him,  so  it  is  as  clear  that  our  Lofd 
hath  commanded  the  exercise  of  this  power  at 
intrinsic  in  the  church,  whether  the  magistrsts 
be  friend  or  enemy,  upon  moral  perpetosl 
grounds,  till  he  come  again.  In  the  same  man- 
ner it  was  ejcercised  at  first,  the  grounds  insisted 
on  by  our  Lord,  in  his  epistles  to  the  churches 
ii.  and  iii.  of  the  Uevelation,  as  also  by  Paol  is 
his  Epistles,  in  pressing  the  exercise  of  thb 
)>ower,  being  taken  from  the  viudication  af 
Christ's  honour,  and  guarding  his  ordinanos 
from  contempt,  and  keeping  and  transmittisg 
them  pure  and  entire,  the  correcting,  shaming^ 
and  recovering  of  the  obstinate,  and  Uie  .dangcf 
of  infecting  others,  &c.  which  grounds  sjc  per- 
petually binding,  and  nowhere  is  the  want  of  a 
Christian  magistrate,  (which  Eraatians  say  was 
the  great  ground  of  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
independently  by  church  officers  at  that  tiine)ts 
much  as  in  the  least  hinted  at,  although,  accord- 
ing to  this  opinion,  it  had  been  at  that  time  a 
most  pertinent  pungent  argument.  4thly,  The 
many  dangerous  consequences  and  absurdities 
which  they  evidently  show,  following  on  the 
contrary  doctrine,  and  owned  by  tne  chief 
]»atrons  of  it,  as,  1  ht.  The  denying  the  divine  right 
of  a  distinct  gospel  ministry,  and  of  excommuni- 
cation. 2dly,  That  the  magistrate  may,  pn 
iibitu,  dispose  of  church  meetings  and  matten, 
as  falling  witbio  the  compass  of  his  dominkm, 
which  the  apostle  expresuy  disclaims,  and  is  by 
our  Lord  diwharged  to  church  officers,  it  being 
clear  from  Scripture,  that  the  magistrates 
power  is  called  properly  a  dominion,  and, 
according  to  this  opinion,  he  is  a  chief  church 
officer.  Sdly,  lliat  no  church  indicatory  hMtb, 
in  doctrine,  discipline,  or  worship,  any  iuhereoC. 
spiritual,  decisive  suffrage,  being  merely  cslkd 
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I'M  never  called  for  bj  the  brethren  of  the    this  time,    and  Mr  Forrester  was 
ixereise.  j  obliged  to  quit  his  charge  at  Alva, 

His  quitting  their  meeting  brought  him    and  he  joined  in  with  the  persecuted  presby- 
wy  soon  under  the  persecuting  spirit  of .  terians,  and  preached,  that  is,  kept  conven- 


y  the  maKistrate  for  advice,  as  the  act  for  the 
lationiil  KYtifid  expremly  beam,  which  cuts  the 
hroat  of  hU  church  judicatories.     4thly,  That 
he  dvil  power  shoum  reach,  as  being  the  pri- 
AAry  and  proper  subject  of  the  kevs  to  perform 
Biniediately  by  itself,  all  acts  oi  the  spiritual 
ffice-bearers,   dispensing  the  word,    adminls. 
ering  the  smcraments,  yea,  to  stop  anv  censure, 
9  iutroduce  any  form  of  worship,  to  handle  by 
18  own  proper  elicit  acts,  all  spiritual  matters 
i.civil  courts,  and  lay  aside  all  church  jndica- 
}rics,  subjecting  the  ordinances  of  Christ's  per- 
!Ct  Testament,  sealed  with  his  blood,   to  the 
rUtrarj  disposal  of  the  powers,  to  cut  and 
tnre  upon,  according  to  their  worldly  interest, 
licae,  and  many  such  like  absurdities,  striking 
t  the  root  of  religion  and  reformation,  do  clearly 
illow  the  forementloned  way.     Now,  the  at- 
»ding  these  exercises,  as  they  are  called,  being 
Kprwaly  required  as  a  badge  and  acknowledg- 
leot  of  this  power  in  the  magistrate,  and  his 
xlasiAstic  government,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
rord  of  G<^,  the  confession  and  doctrine  of  this 
lurch,  acknowledgeth  no  authority  or  judgment 
I    or  over  the  church,  but  what  Christ  hath 
■nmitted  to  church  office-bearers  under  bim- 
tlf ;  which  judgment  of  our  church  had  the 
▼il   Mnctioii    added  to  it  in  parliament,  the 
ing    himself    being    present,    anno    164(M>1. 
Ikorefore,  this  attendance  cannot  but.  In  these 
MMeta,  be  sinful  and  unlawful. 
Heason  2d.     1  find  this  nation  and  church, 
our  reformation,  hath  taken  on,  and  is  yet 
many  public,  solemn,   sacred  oaths  and 
,  against  the  episcopal  frame  of  government ; 
r  wher«M  the  second  book  of  discipline,  which 
nvCurns   the  government  of  the  churrh  by 
idiopa,  was  approveu  in  anno  1577,  1578,  by 
M  general  assembly,  and  the  then  bishops,  who 
■d  embraced  the  reformation,  **  ordained  to  at- 
od  as  pastors  one  flock,  and  not  to  usurp  the 
>wcr  of  presbyteries:**  and  In  the  assembly  at 
Nmdee,  in  anno  1560,  session  4.  **  the  office  of 
iibop  was  condemned  and  abolished  by  a  parti- 
ilar   act,  declaring  it  unlawful  and  void  of' 
wrant,  in  the  scripture,  ordaining,  under  pain 
'excommunication,  such  as  bruik  the  said  office, 
>  leave  off  the  name,  as  an  office  to  which  they 
•m  Dot  called  of  God,  and  cease  from  preaching, 
id   administration   of  the  sacrament,    under 
laurd  of  the  same  censure,  or  using  the  office 
^  a  pastor,  till  they  receive  dc  novo  admisxion 
mn  the  general  assembly.**     Which  policy  of 
m  church,  thus  owned  by  the  assembly,  and 
ntaioed  in  the  forementloned  book,  the  king 
id  council  were  supplicate  by  the  assembly  to 
ilablish,  till  a  parliament  were  holden  to  con- 
rm  it  by  a  law ;  thereafter,  in  the  same  vear 
SO,  the  national  covenant  was  sworn,  in  which 
afession  and  covenant  '*  we  profess  to  detest, 
I   general  and  particular   heads,   all  kind  of 
ipistry  ;*'  and  as  to  discipline,  **  we  engage  to 
■lounee  the  antichrist's   worldly   monarchy, 
id  wicked  hierarchy,  joining  ourself  to  this 
ifiNtned  church,  in  doctrine,  faith,  religion,  and 
iacipline,  swearing  by  the  great  name  of  God, 
lat  we  shall  continue  in  the  discipline  of  this 


'  church,  and  defend  it  all  the  days  of  our  life. 
'  in  the  assembly  1581,  it  was  subscribed  by  all 
its  members,  and  the  act  of  the  assembly  at 
Dundee  was  further  explained,  declaring  ex- 
pressly that  the  church  did  thereby  wbollv  con- 
demn the  estate  of  bishops  as  they  were  then  in 
Scotland ;  and  then  the  confession  of  tVuth  sworn 
before   in  the   year  eighty  is  presented  to  the 
assembly  by  the  king  and  council,  the  kin^,  the 
state,  and  tne  assembly,  hereby  fully  agreeing  as 
to  this  judgment   in  church  government,  and 
this  oath  for  its  maintenance ;  for  at  this  ynry 
time  the  king's  letter  to  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
was  presented  for  complete  erecting  of  presby- 
teries, and  dissolution  of  prelacies.     I  find  Uiis 
oath  renewed  again  anno  1 590  and  1 591 .     Again 
I  find  it  renewed  anno  1GS8,  by  that  assembly, 
and  its  striking  against  prelacy  fully  cleare<l 
from  the  tenor  of  the  chitfcn's  proceeding  before 
it,  and  after  the  taking  thereof,  as  the  narrative 
of  their  explanatory  act  fully  cleareth,  that  the 
assembly  16S9f  did  enjoin  its  subscription,  ac- 
cording to  this  its  genuine  sense  by  their  autho- 
ritv,   and  supplicate  the  privy  council  for  an 
ordinance  for  its  subscription,  which  was  grant- 
ed, August  SOth.  And  anno  1640.  the  parliament 
by  their  act  5th  did  ratify  this  act  of  the  general 
assembly,  their  supplication,  and  the  council's 
act  thereupon,  which  was  ratified  by  the  king 
in  the  large  treatv,  and  thereafter  by  his  per- 
sonal presence  at  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
where  all  was  ratified.     I  find  that  thereafter 
anno  1643,  in  that  oath  called  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant,    the  whole  kingdom  doth  again 
swear  to  the  preservation  of  toe  reformed  reli- 
gion   of  the    church  of  Scotland,  in  doctrinr, 
worship,  discipline,  and  government,  to  extir- 
pate popery  and  prelacy,  and  engaging  to  con- 
tinue therein  all  days  of  our  life.     I  find  also 
that  this  oath  hath  Men  subscribed  by  all  autho- 
rity, both  civil  and  sacred,  and  supreme  judica- 
tories of  ch lurch  and  state.      Now  the  matter 
standing  thus,  when  these  sacred,  solemn,  often 
renewed,  public,  and  every  wav  confirmed  and 
authorized  oaths  of  God,   both  by  assemblies, 
kings,  parliaments,  and  all  ranks,  should   be 
loowd  and  dispensed  with,  I  profess  1  see  not ; 
seeing  in  these  engagements,  beside  the  truth, 
morality,  and  necessitv,  objective  of  the  matter 
sworn,  there  is  a  subjective  necessity  of  many 
connected  ties,  both  of  an  oath,  a  vow,  a  cove- 
nant with  God  and  man,  and  likewise  of  a  pro- 
mise, a  promise  (which  is  a  rational  act,  where- 
by a  man  declareth  and  ordereth  his  promise  to 
another,   called   lex  privata,  obliging   the  soul, 
morally  virtuous  and  religiously  good,  to  a  strict 
performance,  as  it  is  described  by  the  schoolmen 
and  casuists,)  is  clearly  included  in  these  oaths, 
the  style  of  the  national,  specially  the  solemn 
league,   being   clearly  promissory',   as  we  shall 
endeavour  the  extirpation  of  popery,  prelacy,&c. 
an  oath  also,  (which  is  defined  a  religious  act, 
wherein,  for  further  security  to  others  of  what 
we  believe,  have  done,  or  engaged  to  do,  God  is 
called  on  for  a  witness,  the  iormalitv  whereof 
lies  in  the  invocation  of  his  dreadful  name,  to 
attest  the  unoerily  of  om  \nXsaiX%\XA^^xDaXN« 
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tides  MB  opportonitiet  offered,  and 
had  perhi^M  as  many  sealv  of  his 
ministiy,  and  as  moch  sensible  socoess  in 
conTersion^in  Stirlingshire^Dumbartonshire, 


•worn,  and  fatiire  perfonnancrs,  if  the  oath  be 

Sromisaory,   which    InTOcation,  at  a  piece  of 
iTine  worship,  addeth  highly  to  the  promise  its 
oblieatioo)  that  an  oath  (I  aay)  is  dearly  in- 
clnded  in  these  engagements,   is  most  evident, 
there  being  in    the  national  covenant  express 
mention    made  of  our  swouring  by  the  great 
name  of  God,  to  continue  in  the  discipline  of 
this  church,    and    defend  it,  &c.  and  in   the 
polemn  league  the  preamble  is  concluded  thus, 
^'ith  our  bands  lifteti  up  to  the  most  high  God, 
we  do  swear ;  and  the  clause  of  the  last  para- 
graph thus,  And  this  covenant  we  make  in  the 
Eresence  of  the  Almighty,   the  searcher  of  all 
(«rts  See.     Allow  also  (which  is  by  divines 
ordinarily  described,  sjHmsio facta  Deo  in  rebus 
Dt-in  thus  differencing  it  from  a  naked  promise 
which  is  made  to  man  in  his  matters,  in  which 
Gud  is  not  only  invoked  as  a  witness  and  judge, 
as  in  an  oath,  but  is  the  proper  correlate  and 
party)  that  these  engagements  (I  say)   do   in- 
clude, it  is  alMo  evident hy  the  whole  style  of  the 
national  and  solemn  league,  importing  a  promise 
touching  religion  and  reformation,  which  is  to 
God  in  the  things  of  God.      A  covenant  also 
(including   a  promise  for  these  things  on  our 
]iart,  which  his  word  revealeth  to  be  our  dutv, 
an  they  made  with  God,  when,  on  the  promul- 
gation of  the  law  by  Moses,  they  said,  Whatao- 
ever  the  Lord  speaks  we  will  do ;  on  which 
ground.  In  the  violation  of  the  divine  law,  they 
lire  so  often  charged  with  breach  of  covenant; 
the  rule  of  righteousness  being  now,  God  speak- 
ing from  heaven  to  us,  our  engagement  to  these 
fdirrirentioned  oaths,  to  the  stricter  observance 
of  the  divine  law,  do  infallibly  conclude  them  to 
be  formally  covenants  with  God,  and  in  so  far  as 
there  are  mutual  and  reciprocal  duties  engaged, 
and  a  mutual  stipulation  betwixt  men,  there  is 
altto  a  covenant  with  and  amon^xt  them,  and  so 
all  the  strength   and  virtue  ot    a   promise  re. 
suiting  from  the  truth  of  men  laid  to  pawn,  not 
to  be  redeemed  without  fulfilling  the  thing  pro- 
mised, all  the  religion  of  an  oath,  because  ot  the 
reverence  we  owe  to,  the  sacred  name  of  God, 
<*  who  will  not  hold  them  guiltless,  who  take 
his  name  in  vain ;"  all  the  obligation  resulting 
trom  a  vow,  because  of  the  failie,  we  owe  to  God 
above  all  others,  all  the  force  of  a  covenant  from 
the  consideration  of  truth  and  justice  ;  as  these, 
I  My,  contribute  to  the  strength  of  these  bondM, 
and  do  evidently  (all  the  premises  considered) 
enforce  their  binding  obligation  and  force  upon 
the  posterity,  they  being  real  and  hereditary, 
like  that  betwixt  David  and  Jonathan,  2  Sam. 
ix.  7.  and  xxl.  7.  and  that  betwixt  Joshua  and  the 
Gibeoniten,    Jonh.  ix.  the  breach  whereof  was 
severely  punished  on  Saul  his  posterity,  2  Sam. 
ii .  12.  beHides,  there  being  no  rule  or  principle 
inferring   the    perpetual   binding  force  of  an 
enengement  or  oath,  but  what  is  clearly  applic- 
able to  these  mentioned,  whether  the  permanent 
nature  of  the  subject,  here  the  subject  is  per- 
petual, the  body- of  the  people  and  their  lepre- 
sentativea,  like  that  of  Joshua  and  the  princes 
to  the  Gibeonites,  they  are  real,  regal,  parlla- 
mentmrjf  JoMtlonMl  oatbt  and  vows,  Scoiland'a 


and  other  places,  as  mairf  niniatert  in  this 
church.  In  February  1674^  he  preached  m 
some  private  houses  in  the  town  of  Stiriinf  , 
and  the  magistrates  there  found  a  way  t» 


public  fiuth  engaged  by  all  penons  In  all  capa- 
cities, and  so  the  subject  engaging  remains  while 
any  are  succeeding  in  theae  capacitiei^  and  Sett- 
land  is  Scotland,  or  in  case  the  principle  mads 
use  of  for  an  uath*s  perpetuity,  viz.  a  dame  In 
the  oath  tending  to  perpetnltv,  be  here  applied, 
expressions,    especially  in  the  aolemn  kagne, 
point  thereat,  the  poatcritv  being  exprcaily  talcn 
in ;  or  if  that  rule  teaching  the  matter  itsdf 
about  moral  duties,  under  the  neceaaitv  of  a 
perpetual  command,  having  an  evident  lattinr 
conveniency  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  trnti 
and  righteousness :  if  that  rale,  I  aay,  be  madt 
use  of,  these  engagements  will  be  found  perpe- 
tual ;  according   to  it  reformation,  public  sad 
personal,  and  of  the  chnrch  in  doctrine,  worship, 
and  discipline,  according  to  the  word  of  God, 
without  all  doubt,  being  perpetual  moral  dutio^ 
according  to  the  place  and  station  of  the  ni- 
gagers,  and  falleth  under  a  perpetual  command, 
the  preservation  of  our  religion  and  of  ounelvH 
from  ruin,  that  we  and  our  poaterity  may  lift 
in  faith  and  love^  that  the  Lord  may  be  one, 
and  his  name  one  in  the  three  kingdoms,  tbt 
preservation  of  spiritual  and  civil  liberties  from 
the  invasion  of  the  enemies  of  bi>th,  being  suck 
great  ends  as  hare   unquestionably  an  evident 
lasting  conveniency,  agreeable  to  the  principles 
of  truth  and  rigbteousness,  and  so  carry  aleng 
all  the  necessary  force,  whereby  they  were  at 
first  esUblished  to  the  posterity,  even  at  the  es- 
venant  and  oath,  Deut.  xxix.  la  to  which  Mosa 
engaged  Israel  upon  the  forementioned  grounds, 
is  declared  by  him  to  reach  not  only  them  that 
stood  there,    but  likewise  their  uostt-rity  who 
were  not  there,  it  being  the  special  thing  amow 
these  things  revealed,   belonging  to   them  ana 
their  children  for  ever,  mentioned  ver.  29,  nay 
oathii  and  obligations  of  far  lets   moment  ira 
found  thus  obliging,  as  that  which  Joseph  pat 
on  his  brethren  fur  carrying  up  bis  bones.  Gen. 
1.    which    their    posterity  after,    though    im- 
bodied   in  a  politic   sute,  punctually  obeyed. 
The   oath  to   save  the   Gibeonites,   in   which 
Joshua  and  Israel  were  cheated,  nay  the  very 
vow  of  the  Rechabites,  touching  a  matter  fslllng 
under  no  command,  is  opposite  to  this  purpose, 
&c.     Now  the  attending  of  these  meetings  as 
now  modelled  and  authorized,  being  an  expn* 
acknowledgment  of  the  abolishment  and  loosiQf 
all  these    engagements  against    this    frame  w 
church  government,  1  see  not  how  theae  oaths 
can  be  cassate,  and  consequently  theae  meetiogi 
lawful. 

S.  I  have  upon  some  search  of  the  oontrovcny 
about  church  government,  entertained  the  per- 
suasion that  prelacy  is  contrary  to  that  fraoM 
appointed  in  the  word,  and  that  an  ordinary 
church  officer  assuming  the  government  of  some 
hundreds  of  congregations,  as  monopolised  in 
him,  and  conveyed  according  to  hia  pleasure  la 
the  ministers  of  these  congregations,  having  soli 
power  in  ordination  and  jurisdicUon  and  exoom- 
munication,  with  a  negative  voiee  in  the  synod, 
made  up  of  the  preachers  in  theae  eongrfgatioos, 
whose  proper  work  is  ralins  only,  not  feediag 
.  by  doctriue,  that  such  an  officer  la  a  moniter  la 
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iiseoYar  whare  he  was,  and  to  apprehend 
lim,  of  which  they  immediately  despatched 
loeooDts  to  Edinburgh.  February  19th 
lie  oounoil  write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the 


be  scripture,  and  in  many  respects  contrary 
hcreuuto ;  for  lit,  It  is  most  evident  that  the 
eripture  aeknowledgeth  no  distioctiou  betwixt 
basbop  and  a  presbyter,  or  minister  of  acongre- 
atUm  labouring  therein  by  word  and  doctrine, 
ither  in  name  or  thing,  neither  doth  it  extend 
ka  name  of  bishop  l^yond  the  actual  care  of 
sedliig  the  floclc  immediately,  nor  hath  this 
■ee  and  relation  any  object  or  correlate,  except 
be  flock  itself,  not  pastors  of  the  flock,  Tit.  i. 
,  7.  compared  with  Acts  xx.  38.  and  1  Pet.  v. 
,  Sy  4 ;  tnat  the  whole  episcopal  power  is  in 
sipture  appropriate  to  the  presbyters,  and  they 
Mnmanded  irtmintf  and  9Hf*»ifvt,  I  Pet.  v.  com- 
arad  with  Acts  xx.  2dly,  That  the  scripture 
i—lioiii  th  no  name  or  designation,  no  qualiii- 
ition,  no  ordination,  nor  work  and  duty,  no 
patmtion  of  any  ordinary  church  officer  superior 
•  presbyters,  and  which  is  not  appropriate  to 
benSy  they  being  called  rulers,  governors,  over- 
BcrSy  bishops,  and  both  ordination  and  jurisdic- 
iMi  appropriate  to  them,  and  all  ordinary 
hurch  power  relating  thereto,  and  indud^ 
bereln,  and  this  without  the  least  intimation  of 
Bparity  amongst  them  in  the  exercise  of  this 
•wer,  1  Thess.  v.  12.  1  Tim.  v.  17.  Heb.  xiii. 
7.  compared  with  7th  ver.  1  Thess.  ▼.  17. 
Cor.  T.  12,  IS.  compared  with  Matth.  xviii.  17. 
Tim.  IT.  14.  compared  with  Sd  epist.  John  9th 
or.  and  the  text  first  cited.  Sdly,  That  the 
eripture  acknowledgpth  no  imparity  betwixt 
Aocrs  of  the  same  kind,  no  apMtle,  no  evangelist 
bore  another,  but  amongst  officers  of  the  same 
diftd,  whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  a 
itrfaet  parity  is  held  forth,  and  superiority  and 
looiinion  discharged,  Matth.  xx.  25,  26.  com- 
mred  w^ith  Sd  epist.  John  ix.  and  consequently 
tbe  fcMTce  of  the  preceding  reason  taken  in; 
oaparity  among  pastors  is  condemned.  4thly, 
fbaS  preaching  is  the  Lord's  main  commission, 
jid  discipline  declared  to  be  dependant  on  it, 
did  wholly  referrible  to  its  ends,  and  the  higher 
lODOur  above  ruling,  attributed  to  the  labouring 
D  srord  and  doctrine,  2  Tim.  iv.  1,2.  compared 
ritb  .Acta  XT.  28.  Matth.  xxviii.  19,  20.  com- 
ing with  1  Cor.  i.  17.  1  Tim.  v.  17.  and 
ioasequently  to  exalt  ruling  above  preaching, 
md  separate  it  from  the  same,  attributing  it  to 
crtain  overruling  officers,  who  are  not  tied  to 
maach  the  gospel  to  any  flock,  must  be  point- 
dank  contrary  to  the  Lord's  commission,  dthly, 
Fbat  the  apostles,  in  the  first  constitution  of  the 
biorches,  placed  presbyters  tlieniin,  as  the  highest 
trdinary  officers,  to  feed  with  the  word  and 
lOTcmment,  Acts  xiv.  23.  Tit.  i.  5.  with  Acta 
ex.  17.  1  Cor.  V.  4,  12.  compared  with  2  Cor. 
L  6.  And  lest  these  presbyters,  as  their  imme- 
Uftte  successors,  committi<ig  their  whole  govern- 
nent  to  them  in  their  last  farewells  to  the 
^nrdics,  without  the  least  hint  of  any  superin- 
itltotion  of  any  officers  of  an  higher  order.  Acts 
LX.  88,  20.  compared  with  25th  ver.  1  Pet  v.  1, 
!,  S,  4.  compared  with  2  Pet.  i.  14.  Hence  it 
nay  be  argued,  these  whom  the  apostles  placed  as 
*bief  in  the  first  constituting  of  the  churches, 
ind  left  as  their  snoccssors,  in  their  last  fare- 
iPcUs   tbey  gave  the  ehurcbes :   thess  had  no 
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magistrates    of    Stirlinj^,    for    dis- 
covering a  conyenticle  kept  there,  ^^**' 
and  taking  Mr  Thomas  Forrester  at  it :  a 
guard  is  likewise  sent  to  bring  him  prisoner 


ordinary  officers  superior  in  the  churches,  but 
they  first  placed  presbyters,  feeding  with  word 
and  government,  and  to  these  they  commended 
the  churches  in  their  last  farewells ;  ergo,  ^c. 
6thly,  That  the  Holy  Ghost,  speaking  purposely 
of  the  several  sorts  of  ministers  Christ  ordained 
in  the  church,  1  Cor  -ii.  28.  Epii.  iv.  11,  12. 
liom.  xii.  C,  7, 8.  where  there  is  an  enumeration 
of  officers  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  and  else- 
where, speaking  frequently  of  the  gifts  and 
duties  of  ordinary  officers,  no  mention  is  made 
of  the  bishop  distinct  from  the  presbyter,  much 
less  superior  to  him,  nor  of  any  duty  or  qualifi- 
cation proper  to  such  an  officer  as  thus  dis- 
tinguished ;  which  argument  is  the  more  for- 
cible, in  that  this  negative  inference  from  tl>e 
scripture's  silence  in  these  places  cited,  is  acknow- 
ledged by  all  sound  protestants,  valid  to  exclude 
the  pope  from  the  list  of  church  officers,  as  no 
plant  of  Christ's  planting ;  and  why  not  also  the 
archbishop  and  bishop,  tnere  being  no  mention 
made  of  the  one  more  than  the  other  ?  and  what- 
ever answer  or  evasion  be  made  from  the  force 
of  this  argument,  will  necessarily  coincide  with 
these  of  the  papists,  for  keeping  the  pope  from 
the  lash  of  these  scriptures,  as  likewise,  since  the 
apostles  are  punctual  in  describing  the  duty  and 
office  of  the  meanest  officer,  the  deacon,  it  is 
without  all  shadow  of  reason  that  the  office  and 
duty  of  such  an  eminent  ordinarv  officer,  as  the 
bishop  is  supposed  to  be,  should  amidst  such 
distinctions  be  wholly  past  over  in  silence. 
7thly,  That  the  apostles,  prophets,  and  evange- 
lists, are  not  succeeded  in  cundcm  gradum,  but 
their  complex  office,  and,  taken  in  a  formal 
sense,  died  with  themselves,  this  including,  as 
its  specific  formal  difference,  such  things  as  are 
not  proper  to  any  ordinary  officer,  such  as  the 
manner  of  the  apostles'  mission,  the  universality 
of  their  inspection,  their  proper  work  and  duty 
in  founding  churches,  and  planting  the  gospel 
government  in  them,  their  directive  power,  in- 
fallible miraculous  &ssistances,&c,  the  prophets* 
extraordinary  mediate  revelation  by  afflations, 
breathings,  and  assistances,  for  opening  up  the 
scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  application 
thereof,  for  confirming  the  doctrine  of  the 
gospel,  beside  the  revelation  of  things  to  come, 
in  some  cases,  the  evangelists  their  planetary 
motion  from  church  to  church,  in  watering 
where  the  apostles  planted,  and  in  carrying 
commissions  and  instructions  from  the  apostles 
to  the  churches,  and  bringing  from  the  churches 
reports  of  their  state  to  the  apostles,  as  is  de- 
monstrate in  the  many  various  journeys  of 
Timothy  and  Titus,  pointed  at  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles  compared  with  their  epistles,  conse- 

auentfv  pastors,  teachers,  elders,  and  deacons,  are 
lie  only  ordinary  officers,  and  no  argument  can 
be  drawn  for  episcopal  pre-eminent^  from  either 
apostle  or  evangelist.  8thly,  lliat  the  scripture 
acknowledges  no  majority  of  corrective  power, 
and  lordly  pre-eminence  and  dominion  in  one 
church  officer  over  another,  but  that  this  domi- 
nion is  expressly  discharged,  1  Pet.  v.  com- 
pared with  Matth.  xx.  2^  26.  2  Cor.  i.  24.  1 
Cor.  W.  I.  with  S  John  0.     Now  ia  tJb^^  v^W 
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to  Edinburg^h,  whither  he  came ;  and 
as  the  greater  oomplimeiit  to  these 
sealous  gentlemen  at  Stirling,  the  council 
send  bbinks  to  them  to  be  filled  up  with 
names  and  charges,  to  bring  in  whom  they 
please  to  Edinburgh.  In  Edinburgh  prison 
Mr  Forrester  continued  until  the  indenmity 
in  March,  and  upon  the  26th  he  petitioned 
the  council,  and  was  liberate. 

When  the  state  had  indemnified  this  good 
man,  the  prelates  and  their  underlings  begin 
their  attacks  upon  him ;  and  the  diocesan 
synod  of  Dunkeld,  in  April  this  year,  pass  a 
sentence  of  deposition  against  him,  which 
was  intimated  by  a  messenger  at  arms  to  him, 
and  another  copy  fixed  to  his  church  door. 
It  deserves  a  room  here. 

«  Dunkeld,  April  29tk,  1674. 
**  Whilk  day  the  moderator  and  remanent 
brethren  of  the  diocesan  synod  of  Dunkeld, 
taking  to  their  serious  consideration  the 
contumacious,  disorderly,  and  schismatical 
carriage  of  Mr  Thomas  Forrester  minister 
at  Alva,  in  absenting  himself  of  a  long  time 
from  the  meetings  of  this  synod,  and  from 
the  meetings  of  the  presbytery  of  Stirling, 
whereof  he  is  a  member,  and  under  his  hand, 
in  a  letter  to  the  said  presbytery  disowning 
all  our  church  judicatories,  and  declaring 
them  to  bo  unlawful,  and  their  exercise  of 
government  and  discipline  to  be  erastian, 
and  that  the  politic  form  of  government  is 
contrary  to  many  oaths,  vows,  and  engage- 
ments, which  he  is  persuaded  are  binding 
upon  the  nations  and  posterity,  which  is 
contrary  to  his  engagements  at  his  ordination 
extant  with  us ;  and  withal  considering  his 
unchristian  and  unnatural  forsaking  his  flock, 
and  deserting  his  duty  among  them  these 


copal  frame  there  is  a  majority  of  correctWe 
power,  such  a  professed  dominion  and  lordly 
pre-eminence  as  no  apostle  had  over  evangelist, 
presbyter,  yea,  or  deacons,  or  the  church  hath 
over  any  member,  all  her  power  being  a  mere 
executive  declarative  ministry,  to  signify  and 
execute  what  Christ  out  of  his  supreme  power 
will  have  put  in  execution.  In  the  episcopal 
frame  the  bishop  is  a  head  deriving  power  of 
external  government  to  others,  all  in  the  diocese 
being  his  substitutes ;  now  what  is  antichrist 
but  to  be  a  head  fmm  whom  power  of  external 
government  is  derived,  the  bishop  is  the  same  in 
bh  dioceee,  and  what  the  pope  usurpetb  diifereth 
caljr  in  decree  sod  extent,  not  In   k\iid«  fram 


seven  months  bypatty  and  that  be  MditMNMly 
and  schismatically  preaeheth  at  conventiclei^ 
within  the  bounds  of  oCbcr  men's  ttmr^m, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  to  the 
warrantable  laws»  both  dvil  and  eockaastic, 
of  this  church  and  kingdom ;    for  which 
seditious  and  wicked  practioea  ha  has  bem 
already  apprehended  and  imiMriamied  by  the 
civil  magistrate,  and  being  fbrmeriy  cited  to 
appear  at  the  meeting  of  our   synod  is 
October  last,  as  also  legally  summoned  to 
compear  before  this  synod  at  this  diet,  and 
being   often   called  and    not  oompcariiif, 
therefore  the  moderator  and  brethren  of  the 
synod,  moved  with  leal  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  care  to  suppress  schism,  and  to  proBMte 
the  success  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  the 
peace  of  the  church,  and  to  discountenance 
division  and  disorderly  walking,  and  out  of 
pity  of  that  poor  people  now  ci  a  long  tone 
deserted  by  him,  and  left  to  starve  and  stny, 
and  become  a  prey  to  the  devil  and  hii 
instruments,  do  by  these  presents  sia^ 
depose  the  said  Mr  Thomas  Forrester,  inm 
the  exercise  of  all  parts  of  the  holy  innctioo 
of  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  dedm 
the  church  of  Alva,  in  which  he  formcri/ 
served,  to  be  now  vacant;  and  oidaia  thii 
our  sentence  to  be  intimated. 

^  Mr  6.  Hauburton,  Modentor. 

<*  Mr  Henry  Malcom,  QeriL" 

To  this,  in  the  copy  left  with  him,  wk 
annexed  the  bishop's  ratification,  which  1 
likewise  add. 

"  We  Henry,  by  the  mercy  of  God  bishop 
of  Dunkeld,  having  seen  and  smoualy  ooo* 
sidered  the  above  written  act  of  our  synod, 
deposing  Mr  Thomas  Forrest^,  minister 
at  Alva,   and  the    grounds    and  reasons 


what  the  bishop  arrogatet  to  himsdf,  H  m( 
being  universality  simply  that  makes  hia 
antichrist,  for  the  apoetles  had  nnlvcreallty  </ 
authority,  yet  not  antichrist,  beoana*  it  made 
them  not  heads  deriving  power  to  otbera  fttm 
their  fulness,  a  prince-like  mi\J«rlty  of  powvr. 
but  the  power  they  acclaimed  was  ateward-liltt 
and  ministerial  only,  I  Cor.  iv.  ],  2.  S  Cer. 
Iv.  6. 

These  with  many  snch  weighty  groandt  Imtc 
preponderate  with  me  to  esteem  the  oAcc  of 
the  prelates  contrary  to  the  acriptare,  and  oonse- 

Suently  the  meetings  aotborized  by  them,  and 
eriving  their  power  immediately  from  then 
not  to  te  owned. 
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tticfvof.  We  find  the  said  grounds  Tery 
weighty  and  releTiint^  and  the  sentence 
fimnded  thereupon  to  be  just  and  legal: 
therefore  we  do  ratify  and  i^proye  the  said 
sentence,  and  interpone  our  authority  there- 
to by  these  presents  subscribed  nith  our 
bands,  at  Meigle,  the  4th  of  May,  1674^ 
Ifenry,  Dunkeld." 

When  this  sentence  came  to  Mr  For^ 
Hester's  hand,  he  made  large  remarks  upon 
it  and  the  bishop's  ratification,  by  way  of 
qneriefly  in  seTeral  sheets  of  paper,  which 
are  so  ample  that  they  would  take  up  too 
moch  room,  even  in  the  appendix,  but  I 
find  them  oompendized  by  himself  in  a 
paper  which  he  sends,  betwixt  and  the  next 
synod,  to  one  of  the  members  thereof,  and 
this  I  have  added  in  a  note.*    This  paper 


•  JIfr  ForraUr's  remark**  on  the  n/nod't  ientence, 
^c,  in  a  letter  to  a  member, 

UndentaDdIng  that  you  are  going  to  your 
dlmemui  mockaynod,  it  is  judged  expedient  to 
give  yoa  some  account  of  that  copy  of  your  pre- 
troded  sentence  of  deposition  which  you  sent  to 
Mr  Forrester,  which  is  found  freighted  with 
Ilea,  caloninife,  yirulent,  insolent  railings,  swel- 
ling words  of  vanity,  et  jtralerea  niltU,  more  of 
wlneh  in  lesser  bounds  could  hardly  be  com- 
prised. To  give  you  some  short  but  convincing 
inataDoes  in  proof  hereof,  who  can  but  smile  at 
your  taking  on  you  the  cognoscing  of  a  minister's 
carriage  judicially,  and  passing  a  formal  judicial 
apiiteooe  of  deposition  tnereupon,  exauctorating 
•f  all  parts  of  the  holy  function  of  the  ministry, 
declaring  the  church  vacant,  intimating  the  sen- 
tence. &e,  ?  ^wbich  supposes  an  inherent  deci- 
aiTe  suffrage)  whereas,  by  your  own  acknow- 
ledgment, and  the  latvs  in  force,  you  meet  but 
only  to  advise  the  bishop,  who  may  make  of 
year  advice  what  he  pleases,  whose  nq^tive 
▼oiee  among  you,  and  uncontrollable  absolute 
power,  both  as  to  proposal  and  decision  of  any 
matter,  renders  this  act  as  far  from  being  vour 
anthoritative  sentence,  (as  you  foolishly  call  it, 
and  the  bishop  mockingly,  antecedaneously  to 
hia  pretended  ratification,)  as  if  a  company  of 
tinkers  or  troue-lords  should  meet  in  that 
church,  and  pass  such  an  act  or  sentence .  and 
besides  this,  your  boisterous  charge  of  sedition 
and  schism,  &c«  (because  of  withdrawing  from 
your  meetings)  supposing  the  falsehood  of  all 
these  grounds  ofFered  by  letter  unto  you,  ( which 
If  they  hold,  will  fully  wipe  off  this  eluurge,  and 
Iband  a  necessity  of  deserting  them)  with  what 
forehead  can  you  suppose  smoothly  the  falsehood 
•f  these  grounds,  and  found  thereupon  your 
charge,  without  taking  them  to  consideration, 
and  a  disproval  thereof?  which  also  rendereth 
your  riiarge  of  contumacy  (which  supposes 
going  on  in  any  wicked  practice  against  convic- 
tions^ as  false  and  impertinent.  The  grounds 
of  this  persuasion  and  practice.  In  opposition  to 
your  ways,  being  offered  to  your  consideration, 
with  an  offer  to  embrace  conviction  of  error  or 


gives  occasion  to  some  letters  be- 
twixt  that  member  of  the  synod 
and  Mr  Forrester,  in  which  this  matter 
is  further  handled.  Those  I  must  leave, 
as  also  some  letters,  which  in  the  year 
1678,  passed  betwixt  Mr  James  Ramsay 
bishop  of  Dunblane,  and  Mr  Forrester, 
concerning  the  lawfulness  of  presbyterian 
ministers,  their  preaching  in  their  perse- 
cuted condition,  and  the  people's  adhering 
to  them,  wherein  the  bishop's  charge  of 
schism  upon  this  practice  is  examined, 
and  countercharged  upon  the  prelatic  party, 
and  the  consistency  of  those  things  with 
all  due  obedience  to  the  civil  magistrate 
is  cleared  and  vindicated;  which  contain 
a  very  distinct  state  of  the  controversy 
betwixt  presbyterians  and  Scots  prelatists. 


mistake,  and  never  the  least  offer  of  an  answer 
received  from  you ;  and  further,  the  erastian 
mould  of  your  meetings,  more  than  ever  Erastus 
pleaded  for,  iMth  as  to  members  constituent, 
matters  treated  on,  and  ratification  of  constitu- 
tions, compared  with  what  the  scripture  lucu- 
lently  holds  out,  touching  our  Lord's  spiritual 
visible  kingdom,  which  he  exercises  over  tlie 
church  visible,  bv  spiritual  oflSce-bearers  given 
to  it  as  a  church,  his  committing  and  command- 
ing the  exercise  thereof  to  church-officers  upon 
moral  grounds,  till  he  come  again,  in  the  same 
manner  it  was  exercised  at  first,  will  say,  that 
your  meetings  have  not  the  very  genus  of  a 
church  government,  its  root  of  Inherent  spiritual 
power  being  plucked  up ;  besides  that  authori- 
tative mission  and  ordination,  and  exauctorating 
by  a  judicial  sentence  belonging;  to  the  same 
power,  as  adequate  acts  thereof,  ^usdem  est  con^ 
stUuere  et  dcstUuere,  and  both  these  In  scripture 
being  appropriate  to  collegiate  meetings  of 
church  ofiScers,  1  Tim.  iv.  5.  1  Cor.  v.  Acts  xiii. 
15.  as  inseparable  acts  of  the  same  authority: 
how  blockishly  inconsequent  are  you  to  arrogate 
the  last  unto  yourselves,  who,  by  your  own 
acknowledgment  have  no  power  in. the  first,  no 
not  so  much  as  by  a  precarious  vote  ?  it  being 
your  spiritual  lords'  incommunicable  prerogative, 
to  ordain  who  may  do  It  alone ;  and  hence  how 
groundlessly  you  call  Stirling  meeting,  or  such 
Dke,  a  presbytery  who  cannot  ordain,  is  easy  to 
Judge,  the  saipture  attributing  expriMslv  Timo- 
'  thy  s  ordination  to  a  presbytery  ;  and  Paul's 
presence  there  rather  confirms  than  invalidates 
this  authority;  and  further,  since  you  cannot 
but  grant  that  this  church  in  her  representatives, 
her  national  assejnblies,  and  subordinate,  hath 
owned  all  these  grounds  which  have  been  offered 
to  you,  commending  the  same  to  all  her  children, 
which  as  all  professed  to  own  before  the  late 
change,  so  some  hundreds  of  ministers,  and 
many  thousand  professors  stand  stedfast  adher- 
ing thereto,  and  suffering  therefore.  It  ivill  be 
a  pungent  query  to  you,  whether  these  stedfast 
adherers,  or  you  the  deserters,  be  schismatics 
from  the  church  of  Scotland  ?  If  the  question  be 
thus  stated,  bow  can  they  be  schismatics  from 
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.    and  I  wish  they  were  more  known.* 
*  But  1  come  to  take  a  little  more 

general  view  of  affairs  this  year,  as  they 

relate  to  presbyterians. 


the  church  of  Scotland,  who  own  and  walk 
aecordinff  to  her  principles,  rows,  and  ennge- 
inentti,  ratified  in  her  lawful,  nuprenie,  and  un- 
repealed aasemblien?  especially  ii  it  be  considered 
that  your  meetings  are,  in  so  many  respects, 
point-blank  contrary  to  her  model,  principles, 
an<l  privileges  in  point  of  government,  botn  as 
to  the  intrinsic  power  to  name  the  moderator 
the  immediate  fountain  of  authority,  the  power 
of  meddling  with  every  scandal,  and  the  deter- 
minat'on  by  a  free  decisive  suffrage,  the  exclu- 
sion of  a  negative  voice,  and  the  admission  of  a 
ruling  elder  and  member  constituent,  they  will 
be  found  bastard  meetings,  to  be  disowned  by 
all  her  faithful  children.  And  as  your  authority 
appeareth  in  all  these  respects  to  be  lame,  w  the 
ensuing  reasons,  contained  in  your  sentence,  are 
found  as  false  and  frivolous.  In  citing  the 
letter,  what  gross  falsehood  and  prevarication  do 
you  discover?  You  bring  the  offering  these  rea- 
sons to  you  bv  letter,  as  an  aggravation  of  the 
pretend^  guilt  of  disowning  the  meetings,  yet 
your  meeting  at  Stirling  demanded  reasons  of 
withdrawing  ;  and  now  after  the  reasons  are 
offeied,  they  do  ipso  facto  with  you  make  up  an 
aggravation  of  the  crime,  and  ground  your  sen- 
tence of  deposition  before  they  be  disproved. 
You  hint  at  the  first  reason  in  a  large  dubious 
general,  that  the  letter  declared  your  church 
government  to  be  erastian,  without  specifying 
whether  you  condemn  the  asserting  it  to  be  so 
de  facto,  or  that  de  jure,  it  ought  not  to  be  so, 
how  is  this  laxoess  in  pointing  at  a  guilt  ground- 
ing deposition,  consistent  with  your  judgment  ? 
In  reciting  the  second  reason  you  are  taken  in  a 
gross  and  palpable  lie,  for  whereas  it  is  verbatim, 
that  (the  prelutic  frame,  or  prelacy,  in  contrary 
to  solemn  oaths  and  vows)  you  shuffle  in  (the 
politic  form)  whereaa  the  letter  speaks  of  church 
government,  and  expressly  of  prelacy.  If  put 
to  it  to  show  what  is  that  govenimmt,  whereof 
}ou  mention  the  politic  form  of  what  your 
scope  is  in  that  expression,  you  will  fall  under 
this  puzzling  dilemma  ;  if  you  understand  it  of 
the  civil  government,  howgroMs  is  that  lie,  that 
the  asserting  prelacy  to  be  contrary  to  solemn 


*  After  the  revolution,  Mr  Forrester  became 
principal  of  the  new  college  of  St  Andrews, 
and  ex  officio  one  of  the  profetMors  of  theology. 
He  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  ablest  advo<*ates 
of  presbyterianism  and  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
at  a  period  when  the  controversy  with  episco- 
palians was  conducted  on  both  sides  with 
uncommon  ardour,  and  no  slender  talent.  Mr 
Forrester's  principal  publication  on  the  subject 
is  entitled  **Tlic  Hierarchical  Bisho|M'  Claim 
to  a  Divine  Right,  Tried  at  the  Scripture  Bar.*' 
In  this  work  he  examines  at  considerable  length 
the  reasonings  of  the  celebrateil  Dr  Scott  in  the 
second  part  of  his  Christian  Life ;  the  **  In- 
quiry into  the  new  opinions  chiefly  propagated 
by  the  IVexbyterianM  in  Scotland,**  a  book  pub- 
lished by  Dr  Alexnnder  Miinro,  who  had  been 
principnl  of  thft   college    of    Kdiuhurgh,    but 


I'pon  the  Sdth  of  January,  the  oonncil, 
by  order  from  ahoTe,  in  a  prodamation, 
adjourn  the  parliament,  after  it  had  been 
called  to  a  precise  day,  and  the  kin|^  hai 


removed  at  the  revolution  in  consequence  of  his 
keen  attachment  to  the  old  system ;  and  the 
"Survey  of  Naph tali,**  by  Andrew  Honeyman, 
formerly  one  of  the  ministers  of  St  Andrews, 
and  afterwards  bishop  of  Orkney.  In  tbess 
men,  especiiilly  the  two  first,  Mr  F.  bad  no 
ordinary  antagonists,  and  in  his  reply  to  each  or' 
them  in  succession,  he  has  brought  to  bear  open 
the  argument  a  vigour  of  mind  and  an  extent  of 
learning  worthy  of  the  subject.  Those  who 
wish  to  understand  fully  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  two  rival  forms  of  ecclesiastical  polity, 
'would  do  well  to  peruse  the  |Miges  of  such  men 
as  principal  Hule  at  Edinburgh ;  professor 
J.'iuifHon  at  Glasgow ;  Mr  Anderson  at  Dom- 
biirtnn;  and  principal  Forrester  at  St  Andrews. 
—  Ed, 


oaths  and  tows,  fcc.,  says,  that  ao  it  th«  civil 
government ;  if  of  prelacy,  then  its  politie  ferm 
can  have  no  other  sense,  than  ita  aubsenrieney 
to  the  civil  policy,  and  thus  the  lie  is  ai  grs«, 
that  this  is  the  second  reason  of  that  letter, 
which  speaks  of  prelacy  in  itself  simply  esnsid- 
ered.  Nay,  how  contrary  are  yon  to  yoorselvci 
in  quite  passing  over  the  third  and  main  resssa 
of  prelacy  its  contrariety  to  seripture  rules  of 
church  government,  ab^ractlng  rrom  both  tbs 
former  grounds,  lliis  being  a  strong  defenee  if 
made  good,  and  as  to  your  scope  of  mentioaiiic 
the  former  two  reasons,  a  signal  aggravatisa  d 
the  pretended  guilt  of  disowning  your  meetiof, 
with  what  sliadow  of  ground  coold  you  osiit 
this  in  the  enumeration  ?  But  that  your  aleodcr 
hint  at  the  firat  reason,  your  disguising  of  tbi 
second,  and  omitting  the  third,  says,  that  yss 
found  them  too  biting  to  grip  them  strait,  wui 
therefore  nibble  at  them  like  the  ass,  lest  tbry 
prick  your  diaps ;  and  as  blockish  and  inconis> 
quentare  you  in  hinting  a  dkprova],  forsoaA 
(such  as  it  is)  of  the  second  reason,  and  noihisf 
of  any  of  the  rest.  Since  you  intended  hereby 
a  discovery  of  its  irrelevancy,  and  a  vindiratisa 
of  your  proMdure  notwithstanding  thereof,  why 
ought  not  the  same  grounds  to  have  moved  yss 
to  offer  somewhat  against  the  rest?  If  yss 
judged  it  sufficient  u»r  your  purpose  to  rrcilt 
them  liarely  wiUiout  any  disproval,  whst 
meaneth  your  hint  against  this,  and  not  si 
much  as  your  reciting  the  third  ?  If  you  jndcel 
it  fit  to  rei^'ite  them  together  with  a  hint  of  di*- 
proval,  why  was  nothing  hinted  against  any  sf 
the  rest,  and  the  third  neither  recited,  nor  any 
thing  offered  against  it  ?  all  Vulcan*8  gimmemt 
will  not  make  these  cleave  fast.  And  as  fsr 
that  hint  itxelf,  viz.  that  the  (assertions  in  the 
letter  are  contrary  to  ordination  engagements) 
why  do  ye  not  specify  the  matter  of  these  engajte* 
ments,  and  subsume  upon  the  assertions  to  midu 
this  apparent?  Nay,  moreover,  since  what  fa 
offered  in  that  letter,  if  made  good,  will  infalliUy 
demonstrate*  these  engagements,  to  be  materially 
unlawful  and  null  db  initio,  how  inugnificant 
and  impertinent  is  your  bringing  in  here  thb 


AP.  IX.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


«6l 


lified  it  was  shortly  to  meet  As  soon 
iiis  adjournment  is  known,  duke  Ilamil- 
,  Tweeddale,  Dumfries,  the  lairds  of 
.wart,  Bonington,  and  some  others,  went 


trariety  betwixt  these  sMertiona  of  the  letter, 
these  enKBgements  which  you  mention? 
■  grant  they  are  contrary ;  therefore  the  one 
It  (yourselves  being  juoges)  be  stuck  unto, 
the  other  deserted:  aud  since  tlie  oonTio- 
Mof  these  grounds  is  asserted  in  the  letter, 
[  since  they  must  needs  be  supposed  valid  till 
I  disprove  them,  surely  the  relinquishing 
M  engagements  must  be  an  indispensable 
y;  and  then  how  ought  you  to  blush  for 
me,  to  lay  down  the  embracing  convictions 
dn  and  duty,  deserting  the  one,  and  cleaving 
lie  other,  as  a  crime,  and  an  aggravation  of 
ther  supposed  crime,  specially  since  the 
unds  of  so  doing  are  offered  to  be  made  good  ? 
trbich  you  having  returned  no  answer,  the 
srer  may  take  it  for  granted  that  you  cannot, 
y  further,  since  many  of  yourselves  cannot 
ly  engagements  at  your  ordination,  and  decla- 
iiMta  under  your  hand  for  presbyterial  govern- 
Dt,  for  the  national  and  solemn  league  and 
vnant,  and  have  for  a  long  time  preached  for 
I  owned  all  these,  doth  not  this  charge  of 
Ity  lie  home  more  to  yourselves  in  relinquish- 
'  these  without  reasons  offered,  than  to  one 

0  hath  disowned  the  present  corruptions  up- 
grouods  which    vou  cannot  answer,  with 

om  consequently  this  change  is  a  transitus  ad 
^mrOf  a  laying  aside  the  old  man*s  corrupt 
ti^  a  change  which  Paul  gloried  in,  **  by  the 
«•  of  God  i  am  what  I  am  ;*'  and  David,  **I 
aght  upon  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet  unto 
f  testimonies ;"  which  is  in  you  sinful  shame- 

1  backsliding,  and  levity.  Thus  your  charg- 
;  this  contrariety  upon  him,  which  you  dare 
;  simply  condemn,  and  laying  it  down  as  one 
and  oi  your  sentence,  before  the  reasons  be 
proved,  and  wherein  the  retortion  upon  vour- 
rea  is  so  palpable,  is  most  shameless  selt-con- 
BDing  impudence ;  and  no  better  is  that  you 
otion   of  deserting  and  forsaking  the  flock, 

since  the  letter,  and  the  public  testimony 
reafter  to  the  points  contained  therein,  not 
y  rendereth  liable  to  the  civil  coercive  power, 
I  penal  statutes  enforcing  a  ceding  (which 
sr  circumstances  of  violence  cleared,  which 
t  him  with  an  alarm  from  the  bounds,  before 
t  next  Sabbath  iil'tcr  that  public  testimony) 
t  likewise  thi<t  coercive  violence  in  that  public 
timuny  itself  being  pointed  at,  as  one  ground 
leayingthe  people,  this  is  but  your  calumnious 
yfng  of  the  question,  as  most  of  what  you 
BT:  and  moreover,  the  many  defects  of  the 
■oopal  ordination,  and  the  want  of  the 
^le'a  call,  which  the  scripture  allows,  Arbi 

f,  14,  23.  and  withal,  the  utanding  relation 
iwixt  that  people  and  their  own  pastor, 
l^oed  and  called  according  to  the  scripture 
itern,  and  only  kept  from  that  watch-to wpr 

prelatic  violence,  will  clearly  infer  this  leav- 
f ,  as  a  necessary  consequent  of  retracting  and 
owning  the  episcopal  corruptions,  and  em- 
•clng  the  contrary  true  principles  of  the 
arch.  But  you  are  so  angry  at  this,  that  you 
mid  have  him  not  only  unchristian,  but  un- 
toral  in  this  leaving.  What?  is  the  tie  na- 
ral    betwixt  a  minuter  and  a  congregation, 


np  to  court,  to  deal  with  the  king  ... 
about  the   grieyances   the  country 
was  under.    None  of  the  sides  spoke  any 
thing  of  the  far  more  yaluable  interests  of 


and  not  rather  founded  on  positive  institution  ? 
Is  it  not  secondary  and  mutable,  and  founded 
upon  the  immediate  primary  tie  to  this  church 
universal  ?     What  pitiful  folly  is  it  then  to  call 
the  loosing  of   this  tie  unnatural?      Rdata  te 
vnulkto  ftonunt  ^  toUunt ;  and  no  less  impertinent 
and  groundless  is  that  which  you  furiously  foam 
out  against  that  which  you  call  preaching  at  con- 
venticJes ;    since  the  person  you  charge  antcce- 
daneously  to   your  sentence,   is   by  yourselves 
supposed  a  lawful  minister  of  the  gospel,  who, 
by  your  own   confession,  hath  an   immediate 
relation,  actu  jirimo,  to  the  whole  church,  (un- 
less you  embrace  independent  principles)    and 
that  consequently  his  preaching,  or  administer- 
ing sacraments  without  the  sphere  of  that  con- 
gregation, hath  the  same  authority  as  within  it, 
and  that  the  nei($hbour  pastor's  desire  snppi»seth 
this,  but  adds  no  new  authority.     Withal,  since 
ministers  are  under  many  pres^ng  inviolable 
commands  to  preach  the  gosp«l,  to  be  instant  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  and  terrible  threaten- 
ings  are   thundered  against  the  neitligent,  and 
unfaithfully  silent,  especially  in  a  time  of  such 
hazard :    nay,   moreover,  since    you   dare  not 
simply  and  absolutely  condemn  preaching  un- 
fixedly,  unless  you  condemn  clear  scripture  in- 
stances, even   as  to   fixed   ordinary  officers,  as 
Arts  viii.  and  also  the  practice  of  our  first  refor- 
mers in  both  these  nations  and  elsewhere,  but 
must  needs  acknowledge  this  lawful,  particularly^ 
the  cases  of  defection  and  persecution,  what  self- 
contradicting  folly  is  it,  generally  and  bluntly 
to  condemn   this   practice    as   contrary  to  the 
word  ?    which  you  dare  not  deny  the  word  in 
these  cases  to  warrant,  and  that  these  cases  are 
by  him  you  sentence  presupposed  as  inevitably 
following  upon  these  principles  offered  to  you, 
and   hence   your  senseless    impertinency  as  to 
what  you  suggest  of  (civil  and  ecclesiastic  laws 
contrary  hereunto)   luculently  appears  for  the 
person  you  speak  of  being  hacleiius  a  minister, 
who  may  in  several  cases  preach  unfixedly,  as  is 
said,  and  whom   you   cannot  affirm  that  any 
civil  statutes,  (though  warrantable  as  you  say) 
can  formally   exauctorate,   and    jmmantu   this 
being  a  spiritual  censure  to  be  past  by  a  church 
judicatory,  far  less  can  it  loose  these  many  com- 
mands  touching  the  exercise  of  the  ministry: 
to  say  that  the  exercise  of  the  ministry,  becnusc 
of  the  civil  power  its  opposition,  is  seditious,  is 
a  charge  that  lights  as  much  on  the  npostles  and 
primitive  Christians  as  upon  him.     Neither  will 
yonr  bare  affirming  these  statutes  you  mention 
to    be   warrantable,    overbalance  the    palpabh* 
evidence  of    the  contrary,   nor  can    yoti   here 
assign  any  disparity  in  the  cases,  unless  you  sav, 
our  rulers  do  not  discharge  preaching,  but  only 
in  such  a  disorderly  wuy,  &c.     Which  disparity 
is  nought,  if  the  terms  on  which  they  only  ad- 
mit preaching  be  sinful,  since  this  is  equivalent 
to  an  express  simple  prohibition  thereof,  the  con- 
dition being  morally  impossible  because  unlaw- 
ful ;  and  as  for  your  ecclesiastic  laws  of  your 
church,   you  must  know   that  we  deny  your 
meetings  to  be  the  luinihterial    representativv. 
church  of    ScoUaud,  aM    \\\<i\\i^\  ^♦^  ^«t^ 
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__.   relijpoD,  and  so  the  snfferen  inter- 
*  etted  themselves  very  litUe  in  their 
quairels.    The  king  blamed  duke  Hamil- 
ton and  his  party,  for  raising   heats  in 


franted  to  to  be,  the  charcb  buth  no  power  but 
to  edifimtioo,  for  Paul  bad  none  but  to  this  end, 
•nd  drcnmiitiinoeB  of  mere  order  matt  g\re 
place  to  wflgbtv  duties  in  caset  of  extreme 
neeeesity  as  this  it.  Nature  itself  will  Inrert  its 
order  to  eschew  a  vaeaum :  besides  that,  yoo  are 
not  able  to  point  us  e^en  to  a  pretended  iwtional 
assembly,  or  supreme  judicatory  of  your  prelatic 
church,  to  enact  these  ecclesiastic  bws  thereof, 
since  our  general  assemblies  were  discontinued. 
Neither  will  your  bare  lying  affirmation  fasten 
sedition  or  wickedness  (as  you  call  it)  upon  the 
gninndH  of  that  suffering  and  imprisonment 
which  you  mention,  nor  darken  the  beauty  of 
that  testimony  to  these  who  can  spiritualijr  dis- 
cern, which  was  sealed  with  remarkable  inter- 
posings  of  divine  providence  in  the  period  of 
that  trial :  as  for  the  not  compnuring  upon  your 
citations,  to  what  purpose  should  ye?  The  rea- 
sons against  the  constitution  of  your  meeting  ye 
arbitrarily  condemn  without  hearing,  and  all 
your  answers  were  delations  to  incense  the  civil 
power,  and  the  only  ground  justifying  a  com- 
pearance at  your  meeting,  was  to  decline  you, 
upon  the  old  reasons  wluch  ye  had  already  seen, 
and  never  answered.  Thus  being  far  from 
truth  iu  your  imputations  of  pretended  crimes, 
you  are  as  far  from  modesty  in  your  bitter  scur- 
rile  railings,  and  from  sincerity  in  your  specious 
pretences  for  your  sentence  afterward  mentioned 
therein.  If  the  opposing  God*s  work  and  in- 
terest, wherein  his  glory  was  so  ronHpicuous,  be 
consistent  with  zeal  to  his  glory,  if  the  fixing  an 
indelible  schism  in  this  church,  in  your  separat- 
ing from  her  sworn  engagements  and  principles, 
be  (a  suppression  of  schism)  and  if  the  setting 
up  such  babes  in  knowledge,  and  profane  ones 
in  practice,  to  preach  the  gospel,  as  you  do  open 
a  door  unto,  be  (a  promoting  of  the  success  of 
the  gospel)  and  your  overturning  the  settled 
order  and  peace  of  this  church,  founded  up«>n 
the  befit  foundations  of  truth  and  rifibteoutness, 
and  by  slackening,  or  rather  casting  by  the  reins 
of  all  government,  opening  a  door  to  all  licen- 
tiousness in  practice,  as  wefi  as  error  in  doctrine ; 
if  this,  I  say,  be  your  zeal  to  (promote  the  peace 
of  the  church  in  this  kingdom,  and  a  discoun- 
tenancing of  diviHion  and  disorderly  walking) 
then  you  may  justly  lay  claim  to  them  designs ; 
but  if  the  tendency  of  your  principles  and  prac- 
tice infer  clearly  the  abovementioned  evils,  these 
pretences  are  not  more  hypocritical  than  fulse, 
and  the  person  that  vou  sentence,  hath  thst 
scripture  consolation  clearly  to  look  to  in  this 
case :  *<  Your  brethren  who  hated  vou,  and  c&st 
▼ou  out  for  my  name's  sake,  said,  Let  the  Lord 
be  glorified,  but  he  shall  appear  to  your  joy,  and 
they  shall  be  ashamed  ;  but  you  are  also  full  of 
bowels  of  compassion,  forsooth,  to  that  poor 
people,  whom,  ye  allege,  he  hath  left  to  stray, 
and  become  a  prey  to  Satan,**  &c.  But  who 
knows  not,  that  they  with  hundreds  of  congre- 
gations in  this  church,  are  exposed  to  all  these 
evils,  by  the  ravening  wolves,  the  rabbles  you 
aerve,  who  have  persecute  away  that  people's 
pastor,  and  hundreds  of  faithful  godly  wr.tchmen 
nvm  their Bockb?  so  the  evil  which  you  pretend 
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the  parliament  at  snoh  a  juncture ;  jet  he 
dismissed  them  fioriy,  with  promises  thst 
the  parliament  should  sit  down  in  March, 
and  all  their   grieTances   be   considered. 


to  remedy  owes  Its  original  to  yonndTtt,  and 
any  remedv  you  are  like  to  ap|Ny,  (if  we  nay 
take  an  estimate  from  toch  crcatarco  ao  yc  bavs 
already  obtmded  upon  toch  eongrefatwns^  U 
like  to  be  worae  than  the  dlteaae. 

As  for  that  fine  piece  of  pageantry  at  the  tail 
of  your  paper,  viz.  the  prdale's  toonhiag  year 
act  with  his  crosier  to  make  it  valid.  It  doth  ex- 
actly discover  what  an  exact  Imrdcnula  heaari 
such  like  are,  pretending  /iroyApnsA,  that  to  bs  i 
judicial  synodical  act,  which  ia  merely  hia  owi 
act,  who  might  have  done  it  all  in  bit  chamWr, 
as  many  of  that  fraternity  have  done  before^  bat 
he  likes  to  act  behind  the  curtain,  of  the  wbtb 
diocetan  ciphera  cbapterly  convened,  that  yti 
may  bear  a  part  of  the  odium  with  him,  and  tte 
he  ma^  mask  hia  epiacopal  usurpation  from  thi 
eyeaoi  the  simple.  We  wonder  not  that  lie  csOi 
you  in  the  high  style,  oar  tynod,  but  if  be  M 
said,  our  vasaals,  or  slaves  of  Dunkeldf  he  M 
taid  as  right  and  tuiuble  unto  bit  arrogant.  aa4 
most  antiscriptoral  style  of  nobility,  we  Hetoy, 
&c.,and  the  tnlMcription  Henry,  Dnnkeld,  tml 
is,  in  plain  language,  qiiritual  lord,  owning  t 
lordship  and  dominion  over  tbo  aonla,  fidtli,  aai 
consciences,  &c,  of  both  minitten  and  floda  it 
all  that  dioceae ;  and  then  what  agreement  liath 
this  with  our  Lord  and  Saviour's  prohibition  if 
assuming  the  style  of  gracious  lordb,  and  PcMri 
discharging  to  lord  it  over  God's  bcriti^  it 
easy  to  judge ;  but  he  took  these  reaaona  of  iki 
sentence  to  teriout  consideration,  and  fona^ 
them  relevant ;  but  the  rule  of  hia  oonaideiatiia 
herein  is  like  unto  that  authority  which  be  it* 
terposes  for  ratifying  this  act,  viz.  both  anti- 
scriptural  and  apocr}'phaL  ^  Only  since  the  pr^ 
tended  (uncliristian  lorsaking  the  fiock)  is  ote 
ground  of  that  sentence,  and  (preaching  «!»• 
where)  another,  it  would  teem  ne  might  ban 
reflected  upon  his  forsaking  his  own  florli,  a 
play  the  domineering  prelate,  and  prvacbing  m- 
where.  In  a  word,  his  having  the  goTemmest 
of  these  congregations  in  all  that  diocese  moos- 
polized  in  him,  and  let  out,  according  to  bit 
pleasure,  to  minittert,  his  sole  power  in  ordina- 
tion and  juriadiction,  his  negative  voice  in  tk 
meetings,  his  arrogating  only  (rule)  to  himself^ 
and  not  feeding  by  doctrine  as  his  proper  work 
and  duty,  rendiereth  him  a  monster  to  the  arrip* 
ture,  it  owning  no  diffierenoe  betwixt  a  bisiwp 
and  pastor  of  a  congregation,  either  in  name  er 
thing,  nor  extending  the  term  bishop  beyond  tbf 
actual  care  of  feeding  immediately ;  nor  hath  it 
any  correlate  or  object  but  the  flock,  and  not  the 
pastors  of  it ;  nor  do  the  scriptares  hint  io  tbf 
least  any  name,  qualification,  or  M^natieo. 
work,  duty,  or  operation  of  ordinary  charck 
oflScers,  superiors  to  presbyters,  who  are  called 
rulers,  governors,  overseers,  bishowi,  and  botb 
ordination  and  jurisdiction  appropriate  to  them, 
and  all  ordinary  ecclesiastic  authority  relatiai 
thereto,  or  included  therein,  without  the  least 
intimation  of  imparity  in  the  exercise  thereof^ 
1  Thes.  v.  IS,  17.  Heb.  xiii.  17.  with  1  Cor.  v. 
12,  18.  Matth.  xviii.  17.  1  Tim.  iv.  14^  S  LpisUe 
of  John  9.  Tit.  i.  5.  Acts  xx.  £8.  I  PeU  iii.  4. 
So  you  see  that  there's  no  reason  that  brotbei  be 
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■r,  and  begiiuiinff  of  tke  aprinfr, 
:traonliiMU7  scmod  for  fitxt  and 

^enenJlj  people  were  hindered 
^iug  tiU  the  34th  of  March ;  and 
■n  of  the  cattle  io  Scotland  were 
for  want.*  Thoae  who  went  to 
aated  home,  to  be  preeeDt  at  the 

in  March ;  but  when  they  were 
unmiiisioner  Lauderdale,  to  their 
file,  produced  a  letter  from  the 
rniiig  the  parliament  till  October, 
hi*  the  duke  durat  never  venture 
)er  Scots  parliament 
id  many  were  tlie  hope*  and  pro- 
be bishops  at  this  parliament; 
oraged  by  the  kin^i  letter  taken 
lit  year,  they  had  prepared  seve- 

containing;  grievances  and  oom- 
■inst  presbyteriaos,  to  be  laid 
t  parliament,  relative  to  their 
ludadminutering  sacrament^  and 
:ted  to  have  got  more  severe  laws 
■t  them.  Matter  was  not  indeed 
'Or  what  the  prelates  and  their 
:oned  grievances.  At  this  tine, 
■he  last  indulgence,  conventicle* 
sensibly ;  and  although  the  design 
or  was  to  divide  presbyteriana,  yet 
lame  of  an  indulgence  and  favour, 
encouragement,  and  therefore  the 
itted  at  all  indulgences.  None  of 
!rs  of  grievances,  of  which  1  am 
was  great  care  taken  to  gather  up 
era  from  all  comers,  have  come 
id,  save  the  paper  drawn  np  by 

of  Glasgow,  at  th«r  meetii^, 
2d  last,  as  f  suppose.  The  copy 
nts  the  date  of  the  year ;  but  from 


anragad  in  the  txtrcite  of  Lii  minii- 
d  from  Chriit,  [althoiigb  through 
ipure  channel,  aad  now  purged  from 
loni,)  or  in  iha  l«u(  ihakrn  aa  Io 
w  i(«iution,  by  any  thing  pramitKl 


lary  goth,  167*,  ftll  on  a  great  .term 

day  of  March  ;  all  fieah  water  wa* 
'  Id  the  midit  of  winter;  all  plowing 
f  the  ground  ""  m»rr«d    till  the 
r ;  much  low  of  ahnp  by  the  .now, 
U.  famlllea  in  the  moor  country  and 

much    iM 
IM  b«>la. 

aa  do 

a"d'  m?'— lili^'i 

atpbuned  of 
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the  matlcn  of  fiwt  ( 

I  have  groimd  to  think  it  was  dnwn  hgt 
year,  and  derigned  for  the  parliament  ia 
December,  and  when  that  biled,  for  this  in 
March.  I  shall  observe  several  outmthsin 
it  afterwards,  but  it  cmitainii^  seven! 
matters  of  liict,  I  have  not  elsewhere  met 
with  aa  to  the  state  of  presbjrterians  at  this 
time,  and  bang  «  new  evidwee  of  the 
rimloMe  of  the  clergy  against  preahyterian 
ministers,  the  reader  will  aot  gnidge  it  a 
rocun  in  thia  place. 

Tht  grievances  given  in  by  the  teverai pre*- 
byteriet  of  the  diocese  of  Glatgow  to  the 
tffnod,  October  iid,  and  by  Iheia  hunMjf 
rq/retented  to  my  lord  contmittioner  hi* 
grace  and  parliament,  orlheirlordthqtt  o^ 
All  majettj^M  uuMthtmaurabteprivy  counciL 
"  I.  That  the  coBTcnticle*  still  abound 
more  publicly  and  avowedly,  notwithstand- 
ing of  all  the  acta  and  laws  made  against 
i;  and  these  are  kept  both  by  men  that 
ndnlged,  and  others  who  are  not;  yea, 
some  who  never  entered  upon  trials  before 
any  church  judicatory,  viz.  in  Glasgow,  hj 
Mr  Andrew  Mortoim,  Mr  Robert  Law, 
Mr  fiartoun,  Mr  Maxwel,  Mr  Cargill,  Mr 
James  Bell,  Mr  John  Burnet,  Mr  A. 
M'Lean,  Mr  James  Wilson,  and  others, 
all  indulged,  and  confined  to  other  places, 
yet  rending  within  the  town  of  Glasgow; 
and  Mr  Alexander  Jamison,  late  minister 
at  Govan,  who  keep*  conventicle*  every 
Lard's  day  at  Hi^gs,  within  the  parish  of 
Govan:  also  by  Mr  Robot  Haxwelyotinger, 
Mr  Matthew  Crawford,  Mr  James  Wod- 
row,«  Mr  William  Gilchrist,  Mr  Robert 
Corbet,  and  other*  resident  in  Glssgvw,  who 
never  pasaed  their  trials  in  order  to  preach- 
ing :  also  in  I^dsley  presbytery,  conventicles 
kept  in  Eastwood,  by  Mr  Hugh  Smith,  for- 
merly minister  there,  who  hath  settled  him- 
self beside  the  church  of  Eastwood,  and  eoik 
stitnled  elders,  administrates  sacnunents,  and 
perimms  all  the  niinistcrial  office*;  also  in 
the  parish  of  Killellan,  Mr  James  WallM«, 
who  kept  still  coBventicte*  thw«,  till  the 
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iDdulged    miiiiitter    came    Sn,    and 
'  has  now  laid  in  hut  provision  at 
Inchinnan,  where  he  was  some  time  minis- 
ter, notwithiitandin^  he   was  confined  to 
Neilston,  and   Uhours    by  all  means,  to 
break  the  ministry  of  the  present  incum- 
bent there.     In  the  presbytery  of  Ayr,  Mr 
John  Osbum  every  Lord's  day  keeps  con- 
venticles at  Enterkin's  house  in  Tarbolton, 
though  he  be  confined  to  Dundonald ;  and 
by  Mr  Anthony  Schaw  at  Knockdallen's 
house  in   Calmonel;    he  adventured  also 
lately  to  preach  at  the  church  of  Ballantree, 
though  he  be  confined  to  Paisley :  also  iu 
the  Presbjrtery  of  Dumbarton,  conventicles 
are   kept  by   Mr   Thomas  Melvil  in   the 
parish  of  Kilpatrick  Easter,  by  Mr  Hugh 
Smith,  Mr  John  Dickson,  Mr  John  Law, 
Mr  Matthew  Crauford.     Mr  James  Hogg 
at  Armonack,  in  the  parish  of  Kippen,  goes 
about  baptizing,  administrating  the  Lord's 
Supper,  through  all  the  bounds  of   the 
neighbouring  parishes  of  the  pre8b3rtery  of 
Dumbarton.     In  the  presb3rtery  of  Lanark, 
conventicles  are  kept  by  Mr  James  Greig 
at  Boghall,  though  confined  to  Carstairs ; 
by   Mr  Patrick   Anderson    at    the    same 
place,  though   confined   to   Longdreghnm 
and   Mr  John   Menzies,    some  time  con- 
form minister  at  Carlaverock,  at  Crawford- 
lindsay. 

"  2.  Indulged  brethren  keep  not  the  rules 
given  by  the  council,  but  travel  through  the 
country,  baptize,  catechize,  marry,  adminis- 
trate the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  to 
the  people  of  our  charge,  without  testimo- 
nials from  us,  and  some  of  them  baptize  all 
the  children  of  neighbouring  congregations; 
as  in  Tarbolton  and  Barnwell,  Messrs  John 
Hutchison,  Hugh  Campbel,  James  Veitch, 
as  also  these  who  officiate  at  Eaglesham, 
Paisley,  and  Mr  James  Hutchison  of  Kil- 
lellau,  Mr  Simpson  at  Kilmacomb,  Mr 
Stirling  at  Kilbarchan.  And  Mr  John 
Law,  Mr  John  Baird,  Mr  William  Eccles, 
baptize  children  and  marry  persons  from 
the  presbytery  of  Dumbarton ;  Mr  Anthony 
Murray  at  Coulter,  Mr  John  Crawford  and 
Mr  William  Baily  at  Lamiugton,  Mr  John 
Hamilton  at  Carmichael,  Mr  Robert  Miller 
at  Ochiltree,  Mr  John  Keid  at  Muirkirk, 
Mr  Alexander  Stevenson  at  Dalmellington. 


These  two  last  are    contiiiued    in   their 
charges  by  connivanoe. 

**  3.  There  are  some  conTenticlers  have 
erected  preaching  houses,  vis.  at  Glasgow, 
the  house  of  Mr  Blackwell  the  calender, 
sometime  hired  soldier  to  Crcxmwell;  Mi 
Drew  in  the  said  dty ;  io  the  Barony  parisb, 
and  in  Newtoun  in  Gabriel  Thomson's  and 
another  in  Kippoch  in  John  Baxter's  hooM. 
*'  4.  A  conventicle  lately  kept  at  Kilsyth, 
in  Thomas  Russel's  house,  where  the 
preacher  cursed  the  king  and  his  council, 
and  the  whole  royal  fiunily,  sayings,  Dtvid 
did  not  sin  in  cursing  his  enemies;  and 
therefore,  neither  do  we  in  praying  that 
God  would  destroy  our  king,  and  pull  bin 
off  his  throne.  He  was  apprehended  there- 
fore, and  some  of  his  hearers  gave  bondand 
caution  to  produce  him  upon  demand. 

''  5.  It  is  universaUy  regretted,  that  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen's  sons*  govemorB  an 
ill  principled,  and  abuse  the  youth,  not  onlj 
withdrawing  themselves,  bat  their  popib 
also  from  ordinances ;  and  when  they  an 
challenged  here  at  Glasgow,  they  take  away 
their  pupils  to  Edinburgh  and  other  collegei. 
The  like  is  done  by  chaplains,  who  pervert 
the  families  they  officiate  in. 

"  6.  Generally,  not  only  oonventidcn^ 
but  indulged  ministers  preach  sedition,  and 
pray  to  the  same  purpose;  and,  in  their 
apologies  at  their  entry,  avow  publicly  that 
they  owe  neither  to  the  king  nor  his  coundl 
their  entry  to  their  charges;  as  Mr  Nsft- 
my th  at  Glasford,  Mr  Stirling  at  Kilbarchan, 
Mr  Wallace  at  Larges,  and  others. 

**  7.  Heritors  and  elders  generally  refute 
to  join  with  the  conform  ministers,  inai> 
ministrating  discipline,  and  collecting  £ar 
the  poor. 

"  8.  Quakers  do  generally  abound  ik 
Wester  Leinzie,  and  have  meetings  every 
Lord*s  day,  both  there  and  at  Glasford,  and 
other  places.* 

*'  9.  Diets  of  catechising  are  not  kept,  hot 
generally  slighted :  ministers  in  their  visits 
to  the  sick,  are  not  admitted,  and  offering  to 
examine,  are  denied;  and  that  even  by  some 


•  At  the  last  namHl  place,  the qunkem In  thoie 
days  had  a  place  of  worship,  and  there  tbey  hava 

&ti'll  (1B28)  a  burying-place.— £d: 
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i-lio,  out  of  the  example  of  the  recusancy 
)f  others,  are  worn  atheistical,  and  disown 
jrdinances  altogether. 

**  10.  Sheriffs,  bailies,  magistrates  of 
Murghs,  when  desired,  do  not  concur,  to 
auiae  scandalous  delinquents  g:iye  obedience 
to  church  discipline. 

**  1 1.  Suspensions  are  frequently  granted 
liter  homings  given  for  the  payment  of 
mioiaterB'  stipends,  without  consignation,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  minister  of  Dalrymple. 

**  12.  That  fiibrics  of  churches  are  like 
to  go  to  ruin,  unless  heritors  be  obliged  to 
lee  timeously  to  it 

^  13.  That  the  church  of  Barnwell  is 
ordered  to  be  suppressed  by  a  decreet  of 
the  conunission  for  plantation  of  churches, 
without  a  report  of  perambulation  of  the 
bounds,  for  the  conveniency  of  the  people, 
by  the  bishop  and  presbytery,  or  any  regard 
had  to  the  settlement  of  Mr  Kincaid  present 
minister  there ;  though  he  compeared  by 
Mr  John  Kincaid  his  procurator,  and  pro- 
tasted  to  the  contrary,  which  is  not  noticed 
in  the  extract  of  the  decreet,  though  it  was 
appointed  to  be  done  by  the  commission. 

**  14.  That  not  only  the  indulged  mini»- 
ten  do  not  preach  on  the  29th  of  May,  but 
■ondry  others  unconformed,  who  have  con- 
tinued in  their  places  by  connivance,  and 
obeyed  the  law  formerly,  this  last  year  have 
Ibihome,  through  the  example  of  the  in- 
dulged brethren. 

''Id.  Several  horrid  crimes  are  committed 
at  conventicles,  as  incest,  bestiality,  murder 
of  children  in  the  presbyteries  of  Ayr  and 
Lanark,  besides  fluent  adulteries,  and 
other  acts  of  wickedness,  as  our  registers 
at  more  length  bear ;  particularly  one  who 
waa  apprehended,  and  confest  bestiality  at 
Lanark,  and  was  let  go  without  any  punish- 
ment. 

*<  16.  And  there  is  nothing  more  grievous 
tb^Ti  that  papists  are  daily  increasing,  with- 
out control,  or  execution  of  the  law  against 
them,  especially  in  the  presbytery  of  Hamil- 
ton, as  diat  register  at  full  length  bears. 

**  And  to  sum  up  all,  we  cannot  but 
mourn,  and  do  heartily  testify  to  all  the 
world,  but  more  especially  to  your  lordship, 
that  all  laws  made  heretofore  against  these, 
would  not  have  been  lo  contemned,  were  it 
II 


not  for  the  irregular  ministers,  and  jg^j^ 
multitude  with  whom  we  have  to 
do ;  so  that  in  the  issue  they  have  proven, 
to  the  great  dishonour  of  God  and  our  dis- 
advantage, altogether  ineffectual ;  and  this 
only  from  a  perverse  principle  of  habitual 
disobedience  in  the  ministers  and  people, 
which,  as  we  wish  God  to  remove,  so  we 
heartily  pray  and  beseech  your  grace  to 
consider." 

The  spirit  of  bitterness  which  appears  in 
the  conclusion  of  this  paper,  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  it,  may  be  enough  to  preserve 
the  reader  from  crediting  a  party  of  men 
who  were  willing  to  believe  every  thing  that 
was  ill  of  presbyterian  ministers  and  people, 
and  save  me  the  trouble  of  making  remariis 
upon  this  collection  of  grievances.  The 
title  of  the  paper  shows,  that  one  way  or 
other  the  cleigy  were  resolved  to  have  this 
libel  before  the  government  The  first 
article  contains  an  evident  untruth,  that 
conventicles  were  kept  by  severals  who 
never  passed  their  trials  in  order  to  preach- 
ing, such  as  Messrs  Maxwel,  Crawford, 
Wodrow,  Corbet,  and  others.  It  is  very 
true  these  persons  did  not  pass  their  triids 
before  the  bishop  or  his  presbytery,  but  it  ia 
as  certain  they  were  examined  and  licensed 
by  the  remaining  presbyterian  ministers, 
according  to  the  acts  of  general  assemblies 
and  the  rules  of  this  church ;  and  several  of 
their  licenses  I  have  seen,  and  they  can  yet 
be  produced,  to  give  the  lie  to  this  paper. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  the  fourth  article  ia 
equally  false ;  and  doubtless  if  it  had  been 
true,  the  name  of  the  person  would  have 
been  given,  and  somewhat  more  than  this 
general  account  of  nobody  knows  who. 
The  fifth  article  is  very  improbable,  That 
universally  these  who  had  the  care  of  noble- 
men's children  and  gentlemen,  were  all 
presbyterians.  The  fifteenth  is  altogether 
calumnious,  and  brings  to  my  mind  the 
reproaches  cast  upon  the  meetings  of  the 
primitive  Christians  by  their  virulent  per- 
secutors. It  is  from  such  innuendos  as  are 
cast  together  here,  that  that  viperous  pam- 
phlet, *'  The  Spirit  of  Popery  speaking  out 
of  the  Mouths  of  Fanatical  Protestants,*** 
was  patched  up  some  years  after  this;  to 
which  I  have  seen  a  very  CulIaiMSw^t  Vok^rtX^ 
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by  the  reverend  and  leamed  Mr 
Matthew  Crawford,  before  men- 
tioned, wherein  the  wicked  forgeries  and  lies 
at  this  time  and  afterward,  palmed  upon 
preabyterians,  are  fully  exposed  and  reftited. 
In  short,  many  of  these  articles,  part  of  the 
first,  the  second,  third,  and  others  of  them, 
are  owned  by  the  suffering  presbyterians,  as 
practices  upon  which  they  did  suffer,  and 
what  they  reckoned  agreeable  to  their  prin- 
ciples. Other  articles  do  not  at  all  concern 
them,  and  some  are  absolutely  fidse  and 
calumnious.  Whether  this  paper  of  griev- 
ances was  presented  I  do  not  know;  it 
could  not  come  before  the  parliament,  and 
if  it  was  laid  before  the  commissioner  and 
council,  nothing  was  done  at  this  time. 
The  broils  and  bold  steps  now  taking  in 
England,  and  the  divisions  betwixt  the  two 
dukes  in  Scotland,  were  rubs  in  the  way  of 
gratifying  the  persecuting  clergy :  neither  of 
the  parties  were  reckoned  friendly  to  pres- 
byterians, and  yet  it  was  believed  both  of 
them  connived  at  the  growth  of  conventicles, 
hoping  to  blame  each  other,  as  the  cause  of 
this,  to  the  king. 

Meanwhile,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  com- 
mon people,  at  the  incumbents  forced  in 
upon  them  in  several  places,  began  to  appear. 
Upon  the  12th  of  March,  1  find  the  council 
order  some  persons  in  the  parish  of  Libber- 
ton,  to  be  pilloried  in  Edinburgh  and  at 
Libberton,  for  a  riot,  alleged  by  them  to  be 
committed  upon  some  ministers  ordaining  a 
minister  to  that  kirk.  And  much  about  the 
same  time,  an  attempt  was  made  upon  Mr 
Alexander  Gatherer,  as  going  to  preach  in 
the  kirk  at  (lirvan,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr ;  of 
which  I  find  a  complaint  made  to  the  coun- 
cil, but  no  account  of  the  issue.  And  upon 
the  19th  of  the  same  month,  several  prisoners 
in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  put  in  for  dis- 
orders, are  gifted  by  the  council  to  captain 
James  Hay,  to  be  recruits  to  a  regiment  he 
was  concerned  in  in  France.  Whether  these 
disorders  were  church  irregularities,  I  know 
not;  but  it  is  not  improbable  they  were, 
since  it  was  these  that  filled  prisons  mosUy 
now,  and  after  this. 

Before  Lauderdale  left  Scotland,  and  quit 

this  misgiving  session  of  parliament,  he  n-as 

pleased  to  oompiiment  the  nation  with  an 


aet  of  grace  and  indemnity  from  the  kiD|r 
his  master,  upon  the  24th  of  March.  A 
copy  of  it  is  annexed.*  This  was  published 
at  Edinboigh  with  a  great  deal  of  solemnity. 

*  King**  Jndemniiy,  March  24,  IG74. 

Cbuies,  by  the  g race  of  God,  kin;  of  Grctt 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  tbr 
faith ;  to  oar  loritt, 

ourlyon  king  at  arms,  and  his  brethren,  henldi. 
macen,  porraivantt,  and  meaeengera  at  amn, 
our  therifli  in  that  part  conjunctly  mod  mtmnl\y, 
specially  constitute,  greeting :  forasmuch  as  tbi 
aifecUon  which  we  have  to  this  our  ancleat 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  makes  us  readily  to  ei». 
brace  all  occasioffis,  whereby  nre  may  witoea 
our  zeal  to  do  all  thiiu^  which  may  be  fiv  the 
advantage  and  ease  of  our  good  suDJccts ;  ni 
we  being  informed  by  our  right  trusty  and  to* 
tirely  lielored  ooudn  and  counsellor,  the  duki 
of  Lauderdale,  our  commissioner,  of  some  thing! 
which  hare  been,  and  still  are  tronUesome  aa^ 
burdensome  to  our  good  subjects  of  this  mt 
kingdom,  we  have  thought  fit,  as  an  act  of  our 
royal  biiunty,  by  our  royal  authority,  wiA 
advice  of  our  privy  council,  to  declare  our  rsjil 
pleasure,  for  the  ease  and  satist'actloa  of  oar 
good  subjects,  in  manner  following. 

Firtt.  We,  with  advice  foresMd,  do  boreftf 
statute  and  enact,  and  acoordinely  do  freely  aai 
absolutely  discharge  to  our  subjects  all  rests  of 
asseasments,  monthly  maintenance,  loan  aad 
tax,  levies,  outrieks  of  horse  and  foot,  exdft 
tenth  and  twentieth  penny ;  and  generally  all 
impositions  whatsoever,  due,  or  imposed  npia 
this  our  kingdom  at  any  time  before  our  hapsf 
restoration,  excepting  all  sums  of  money  alresif 
paid,  or  bonds  given  for  money,  (whldi  Vf 
assi^ations  may  be  conveyed  thnmgh  sevenl 
hanUn ;)  and  all  these  particulars  abovemcs- 
tioned,  we,  with  advice  foresaid,  do  now  ^ 
charge,  notwithstandlnj^  of  anv  oommisMi 
granted  to  Sir  John  \\  uems  of  li^ogie,  or  anj 
othei*s  for  collecting  them,  or  any  of  them. 

\Vc  in  like  manner,  with  advice  foresaid,  dii- 
charge  all  rests  of  the  taxation  ordinary  and  n- 
traordinary,  granted  to  our  royal  father  if 
blened  memory,  by  the  parliament  in  the  year 
1688,  comprehending  therein  the  taxation  if 
two  often  of  annual  rents,  excepting  all  muud 
money  already  paid,  or  bonds  granted  precedlsf 
the  date  hereof,  and  excepting  all  suma  of  momy 
due  by  any  person  liable  for  the  relief  of  tbsa 
who  have  made  payment  or  given  bond  :  but  ii 
regard  the  duke  and  dutchrss  of  Hamilton  have 
a  right  to  the  rests  of  the  said  taxation,  ontil 
they  be  satiHfied  of  certain  suma  of  money  Me- 
claimed,  as  yet  renting  to  them  by  ua,  confona 
to  a  contract  past  betwixt  our  royal  lather  aid 
thedeceased  James  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  a  com* 
mission  granted  by  us  to  William  now  duke  d 
Hamilton  ;  we  do  declare,  that  we  are  resolvrd 
to  satisfy  the  debt,  if  any  be  found  due  to  the 
said  duke  after  count  and  reckoning  of  his  in- 
tromission with  the  said  taxation,  that  oor 
grace  and  favour  intended  hereby  to  our  good 
subjects  may  be  made  effectual,  and  entire  u 
them ;  but  prejudice  in  the  mean  time  to  tht 
duke  of  Hamilton,  of  his  right  and  execatisn 
thereupon,  ay  and  until  he  be  satisfied  of  what 
shall  be  found  due  to  him,  after  count  and  reck- 
oning of  his  intromisBlon  with  the  add  taTitf«««- 
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r  theheraldi,  and  the  magistntet  attending^ 
.  their  robes.  In  the  forementioned  paper, 
ititled,  **  Scothmd's  Grievances  by  reason 
*  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale's  Ministry." 
▼end  remarks  are  made  upon  this  indem- 
ty,  aa  illegal  and  injurious,  which  need  not 
room  here.  It  is  plain  this  fiiTOur  is 
unped,  and  not  at  all  fiill ;  however,  the 
ounon  people  in  Scotland  looked  upon  it 
i  an  encouragement  as  to  the  time  to  come, 

w^  aa  a  remission  for  what  was  past,  in 
air  following  conventicles ;  and  it  may  be 
o  duke  designed  somewhat  of  this  by  it 

was  confidently  talked,  that  his  grace, 
ifore  he  left  Edinburgh,  did  secretly  en- 
nnge  conventicles,  and  promised  presby- 
rian  ministers  a  full  and  ample  liberty 
ithoat  restrictions  and  exceptions;  and 
la  was  the  real  spring  of  their  taking  so 
Bch  liberty  this  year.  And  yet  when  he 
it  up  to  the  king,  the  blame  of  them  was 
id  upon  the  other  party  who  stood  by  duke 
uailton;  and  letter  upon  the  back  of  letter, 


We  do  likewise,  with  advice  foresaid,  freely 
d  absolutely  discharge  all  nuch  parts  of  the 
unity  of  tiends,  as  were  due  to  us  before  our 
ppj  restoratioDi  and  do  suspend  the  charging 
r«  Um  reodving  or  paying  of  auy  annuity  due 
ice  our  restoration,  ay  and  until  the  earl  of 
radoo  make  account  f  to  any  we  shall  appoint 
r  that  effect)  of  what  ne  or  his  father  have  re- 
ived of  the  said  annuties ;  to  the  end  we  may 
so  declare  our  further  pleasure,  excepting 
vays  from  this  all  sums  of  money  already 
id,  or  for  which  bond  is  giren  upon  that 
count,  preceding  tlie  date  hereof;  and  this, 
•wltbitaoding  of  any  commission  granted  by 
t0  the  earl  of  Loudon,  for  collecting  of  the 
Id  annuties. 

Ve  do  also,  with  advice  foresaid,  freely  and 
■elatdy  discharge  all  fines  imposed  by  our 
at  parliament  of^this  our  kingdom,  excepting 
cb  aaare  already  paid,  or  such  for  which  there 
kond  already  given.  It  is  always  hereby 
dared,  that  all  monies  received  by  collectors 
sub-collectors  from  their  several  entries  in  all 
aoy  of  these  particulars,  above  discharged,  or 
bars  intrusted  for  uplifting  thereof,  are  here- 
'  excepted  ;  and  the  said  collectors,  sub- collee- 
ns and  others  foresaid,  declared  accountable  for 
•  same,  to  any  who  have  or  shall  have  our 
nunission  for  that  effect. 
And  last,  we,  for  a  further  proof  of  our  affeo- 
m  to  our  good  subjects  of  thb  our  kingdom, 
^  with  advice  foresaid,  freely  and  absmutely 
ant  a  general  pardon  and  discharge  of  all 
bitrary  and  pecunial  pains  incurred  by  any  of 
ir  subjects,  before  the  date  hereof,  through  the 
Dtrmvening  of  any  laws,  penal  statutes,  or 
iblic  acts  whatsoever,  except  such  pecanial 
Ina  as  are  already  inflicted  or  imposed  by  our 
ivy  eooncil,  or  any  other  competent  judicatory, 


as  we  heard,  was  sent  to  the  council, 
to  bear  them  down.  ^ 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  parliament, 
the  commissioner  goes  up  to  eourt,  and  duke 
Hamilton  followed  him,  and  got  access  to 
the  king,  to  whom  he  spoke  very  fineely  of 
Lauderdale's  mismanagements,  and  begged  a 
day  might  be  appointed  wherein  he  might 
lay  before  the  king  a  larger  detail  of  what 
he  had  to  say  against  him,  and  anent  the 
grievances  Scotland  was  groaning  under, 
and  begged  the  duke  might  be  present,  and 
as  many  others  as  his  majesty  thought 
proper.  The  king  heard  all,  and  desired 
the  duke  of  Hamilton  to  give  in  writing 
what  he  had  to  say,  and  promised  to  con- 
sider it;  but  declined  to  hear  reasonings 
and  discourses  upon  these  heads.  This  was 
a  plain  dilator,  and  the  duke  having  no  Scots 
lawyers  with  him,  and  being  uncertain  how 
far  expressions  in  writ  might  militate,  or  be 
improven  against  him,  took  his  leave,  and 
moved  no  further  at  this  time.    Lauderdale 


for  which  bcmds  are  given,  or  money  paid ;  and 
excepting  all  sentences  of  banishment,  imprison- 
ment, or  confinement:  declaring  always,  that 
this  pardon  is  not  to  be  extended  to  any  who 
were  guiltyof  the  rebellion  in  the  year  1666,  and 
are  not  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  our  indemnity, 
nor  to  such  as  are  guilty  of  capital  crimes.  And 
we  having  given,  as  said  is,  so  full  proof  of  our 
bounty  and  goodness  to  our  subjects,  and  of  our 
full  pardon  of  all  arbitrary  and  pecunial  pains, 
extending  even  to  these  against  oonventioles, 
withdrawing  from  ordinances,  disorderly  bap- 
tisms and  marriages,  we  do  expect,  that  this  our 
unparelleled  grue  and  goodness  will  oblige  all  oor 
good  subjects,  to  express  their  due  sense  of  and 
thankfulness  for  the  same,  by  a  more  careful 
observance  and  due  obedience  to  our  laws,  from 
which  nothing  is  to  be  derogate  hereby  as  to 
their  due  observance  in  time  coming.  And  to 
the  end,  that  our  royal  clemency  and  bounty  to 
our  good  subjects,  may  be  for  their  full  security 
made  known  to  them ;  our  will  Is,  and  we  charge 
you  straitly  and  command,  that  incontinent, 
these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market- 
cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  market-crosKs  of 
all  the  other  royal  boroughs  of  this  our  king- 
dom, and  other  places  nc«dful,  and  thereat,  in 
our  name  and  authority,  with  all  due  solemni- 
ties, by  open  proclamation,  make  publication  of 
the  premises.  I'he  which  to  do,  we  commit  to 
you  conjunctly  and  severally  our  full  power  by 
these  our  letters,  delivering  them  by  you  duly 
execute  and  indorsed  again  to  the  hearer.  Given 
under  our  signet  at  Holyrood-house  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  March,  1674,  and  of  our  reign  the 
twenty-silxth  year. 

Per  adum  dominorum  tecreti  ConcUuy 

Al.  Gibson,  C/.  Seer.  ConaiiL 
God  save  th«  bAnf^» 


268 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TH£  SUFFERINGS 


IBOOK  II. 


continiiad  so  well  with  the  kin^, 
^^  '  that  upon  the  19th  of  May  a  proclap 
madon  comes  out,  dissolTiiig  the  parliar 
ment:  the  reason  giTen,  is  the  peace  now 
concluded  with  the  states  of  the  United 
Provinces;  hut  such  was  the  sense  of 
liberty  that  wrought  among  memhers^andso 
deeply  laid  was  the  design  of  freeing 
themselTes  from  the  burdens  the  country 
was  under,  that  the  duke  durst  not  Tenture 
upon  any  more  Scots  parliaments,  and  we 
had  none  for  many  years.  Towards  the 
end  of  May,  he  procured  a  new  modelled 
council,  and  there  were  even  changes  made 
in  England,  and  Ashley  Coo|)er  who  had 
accused  him  to  the  king,  the  earl  of  Carlisle, 
and  some  others  upon  that  lay,  were  turned 
out  In  the  new  commission  for  counsellors, 
which  was  opened  June  4th,  several  of  duke 
f  Iamilton*s  party  were  left  out,  as  Tweed- 
dale,  Queensberry,  Yester,  Dumfries,  Rox- 
burgh, and  some  others.  In  their  room 
were  put  in  Kinghom,  Mar,  Wigton,  Col- 
lingtou,  Cragie,  Ross,  and  some  others. 
Duke  Hamilton  himself  was  kept  in,  but 
came  little  to  the  council  for  a  long  time, 
and  was  never  much  in  favour  this  reign  or 
the  following.*  The  proceedings  of  this 
new  council  have  been  pretty  largely  ac- 
counted for  upon  the  former  section,  and  I 
shall  not  resume  them.  Upon  the  18th  of 
June,  I  find  a  very  long  letter  of  approbation 
of  the  duke  of  Lauderdale's  proceedings, 


*  "  March  2d,  1674,  duke  Hamilton  cornea  to 
Edinburgh  from  London,  accompanied  into  the 
city  with  5  or  600  horse.  He  had  no  good 
acceptance  of  the  king  at  London ;  and  when  he 
came  to  salute  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  the  king's 
commissioner,  he  is  but  bauchly  (indifferently) 
entertained.'*  *<  March  Sd,  1674.  The  parlia. 
ment  sits  down,  duke  Lauderdale  beini  commis- 
sioner ;  and  contrar  the  expectations  oi  all  mem- 
bers thereof,  and  of  duke  Hamilton,  who  was  but 
newly  come  fra  court,  and  knew  nothing  of  it, 
adjourned  the  parliament  to  November  next  the 
18th  day,  having  got  a  letter  fra  the  king  for  that 
end  that  morning,  which  put  all  our  parliament 
members  to  an  amuse.*' — ^Law,  p.  64.  "  There 
is  one  thing  remarkable,**  adds  Mr  Law,  "  that 
when  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  was  in  his  greatest 
troubles  at  Edinburgh,  and  both  parliaments  of 
England  and  Scotland  set  against  him,  so  that 
all  men  considered  he  was  undone,  I  knew  a 
man  that  had  this  vision  of  him,  that  he  saw 
duke  Hamilton  ushering  him  into  a  room,  and 
that  the  said  duke  of  Lauderdale  had  by  far 
mater  honour  there  than  duke  Hamilton." — 
«ote  to  p.  66.-~£(t, 


recorded  in  the  oooncii  regbten.    Thus  for 
a  while  he  carried  all  before  him.  and  the 


party  who  opposed  him  were  fofced  to  be 
silent 

When  the  cooncil  waitt,  June  4thy  as 
incident  happened  which  made  a  great  dol 
of  noise,  and  was  one  article  in  most  of  the 
letters  which  cune  finom  the  king  to  tlie 
council  this  summer,  the  tnmnltnary  meetiiy 
of  women  in  the  parliament  doee.  Hie 
matter  was  thus,  this  was  ml  time  when  nen 
durst  not  appear  in  petitioning  the  council, 
unless  they  resoWed  to  go  to  priaon,  and  to 
have  quarrels  picked  with  them ;  and  then- 
fore  a  good  number  of  women  in  the  atj 
of  Edinburgh  resoWed  to  appear  for  the 
gospel,  and  try  how  far  a  petition  firomthm 
might  have  weight,  at  least  to  discoTer  tbe 
inclinations  of  many  for  some  liberty  to 
presbyterian  ministers ;  and  accordingly  drev 
up  and  signed  the  following  petition. 

"  Unto  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of 
his  majesty's  priTy  council,  the  humble  sup* 
plication  of  seTend  women  of  the  dtj  of 
Edinburgh,  in  their  own  name,  and  in  tbe 
name  of  many  who  adhere  thereto,  humbly 
showeth, — ^That  whereas  your  petitioncn 
being  long  deprived  of  the  blessing  of  a 
faithful  public  ministry,  and  of  the  purity  of 
worship  and  ordinances  that  God  hath  ooo* 
manded,  and  after  much  sad  suffering  for 
attendance  thereupon  in  private;  yet  for 
some  short  while  bygone,  and  in  the  tisM 
when  his  majesty's  commissioner  v» 
amongst  us,  your  lordships*  petitioners  hate, 
without  molestation,  enjoyed  some  smtU 
liberty  by  his  majesty's  gracious  conninuMf : 
yet  now  we  are  sadly  alarmed,  that  throogb 
the  malicious  and  false  information  given  in 
by  some  of  those  who  side  with  and  sene 
the  bishops,  your  lordships  may  be  indnce<l 
to  the  grief  of  the  hearts  of  many  thoussn^ 
in  this  land,  to  trouble  the  quiet  meetings 
of  the  Lord's  people  at  his  worship.  BfiJ 
it  therefore  please  your  lordships  to  gnot 
such  liberty  to  our  honest  ministers,  that 
are  through  the  land  and  in  this  city,  tbat 
they  may  lawfully,  and  without  molestation 
exerce  their  holy  function,  as  the  peopk 
shall  in  an  orderly  way  call  them ;  that  we 
may,  to  the  comfort  of  our  souls,  enjoy  tli^ 
rich  blessing  of  faithful  pastors,  and  that  our 
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pttttora  may  be  deliyered  from  any  sinful 
oompliance  with  what  is  contrary  to  the 
known  judgment  of  honest  presb3rterian8. 
In  doing  whereof  your  lordships  will  do  good 
•errioe  to  Ood,  and  the  king's  majesty,  and 
deeply  oblige  all  honest  people  in  the  land. 
And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,*'  &c 

The  severe  clauses  in  the  king's  letter, 
May  19th,  formerly  noticed,  relatire  to  con- 
venticles, put  these  women  in  this  alann 
they  speak  of;  and  about  fifteen  of  them, 
noetly  ministers'  widows,  engaged  to  present 
a  copy  each  of  them  to  the  principal  coun- 
idlora.  Accordingly,  when  the  counsellors 
came  up,  they  found  the  P^liament-close 
■Imost  filled  with  women.  The  primate 
came  up  with  the  chancellor,  and  was  in  no 
■mall  confusion  when  he  saw  the  gathering, 
Irat  stuck  dose  by  the  chancellor.  Some  of 
the  women  called  him  Judas,  and  others 
Izaitor,  aud  one  of  them  laid  her  hand  upon 
hifl  neck,  and  said.  Ere  all  was  done  that 
neck  behoved  to  pay  for  it ;  but  no  further 
violence  was  done.  That  good  woman  Mrs 
Livingstone,  relict  of  Mr  John  Livingstone, 
of  whom  before,  presented  the  petition  to 
the  chancellor.  The  earl  received  it  with 
ctyility  enough,  and  read  it  in  the  place  where 
it  was  delivered,  and  patiently  heard  what 
■he  had  to  add,  for  the  gentlewoman  spoke 
very  well  and  handsomely.  He  talked  a 
little  with  some  of  the  res^  and  jested  with 
them,  and  seemed  not  altogether  unpleased 
at  the  fright  the  bishop  seemed  to  be  under. 
When  the  counsellors  got  in,  and  found  the 
petition  signed,  it  was  voted  a  crime  and 
nnwarrantable,  and  they  called  in  about  a 
doien  of  the  subscribers  one  by  one.  Upon 
examination  they  all  declared,  that  no  man 
bad  any  hand  in  the  petition,  that  they  were 
noTed  thereto  from  the  sense  of  their 
perishing  starved  condition,  under  the  want 
of  the  gospel,  having  none  to  preach  to  them 
but  Ignorant  and  profane  men,  whom  they 
oonld  not  hear.  Then  they  were  put  all 
together  in  a  room,  and  the  provost  of 
Edinburgh  was  sent  out  to  dismiss  the  rest, 
end  oblige  them  to  remove  from  the  doors : 
but  they  were  peremptorily  resolved  not  to 
withdraw  till  their  friends  were  sent  out  to 
them,  and  declared  themselves  willing  to 


take    one    lot    with    them.      The 
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council,  when  they  heard  this,  were 
pleased  to  send  the  rest  out;  and  so  this 
tumult,  about  which  so  much  noise  was 
made,  ended.  Next  council  day  the  sub- 
scribers were  all  called,  and  upon  their 
noncompearance  denounced,  except  Mrs 
Mai|;aret  Johnston,  a  daughter  of  the  excel- 
lent lord  Warriston,  Mrs  Cleland,  and 
Lilias  CampbelL  These  three,  whether 
upon  their  answering  the  citation,  or  other- 
wise, were  seiaed,  and  cast  into  prison. 
And  1  find  the  council,  June  25th,  appoint 
the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  the  earl  of  MarishaU 
and  some  others,  to  examine  them,  and 
consider  their  case,  and  report  And,  July 
7th,  the  council  order  out  summons  to  some 
others  they  allege  had  a  share  in  this 
tumult  And,  November  12th,  Mrs  Elizabeth 
Rutherford,  Mrs  Maigaret  Johnston,  Udy 
Mersington,  and  several  other  women  con- 
cerned in  the  tumult  in  the  Parliament^dose, 
are  by  the  council  banished  the  town  of 
Edinburgh  and  liberties  thereof.  * 

*  Mr  Sharpe,  the  editor  of  Law'i  Mumoruds 
has  reproented  the  women  as  detiffnine  on  this 
occasion  the  assassinating  of  the  ardibisnop,  and 
states  that  the  plan  was  defeated  in  consequence 
of  the  chancellor  detaining  Mrs  Livingston  in 
cooversatloo  until  the  archbishop  had  time  to  get 
out  of  the  way.  As  authorities  for  this,  he 
appeals  to  *«  Wodrow^and  "Kirkton."  We  have 
seen  what  the  former  of  these  says  on  the  sub> 
ject ;  and  now  let  us  hear  what  honest  Kirkton 
has  to  state  regarding  it.  **  Also  this  summer, 
because  men  durst  not,  the  women  of  Edinburgh 
would  need  appear,  in  a  petition  to  the  coundl, 
wherein  they  desired  a  gospel  ministry  might  be 

{iroTided  for  the  starring  congregations  of  Scot- 
and.  Fifteen  of  them,  most  part  ministers' 
widows,  engitfed  to  present  so  many  copies  to 
the  principal  lords  of  council,  and  upon  tne  4th 
of  June  filled  the  whole  Parliament-close.  When 
the  chancellor  came  up,  Sharp  came  up  with 
him,  and  as  the  chancellor  left  his  coach,  Sharp 
dapt  close  to  his  back,  fearing,  it  mav  be,  bodily 
harm,  which  he  then  escapt;  only  some  of 
them  reproached  him,  calling  him  Judas  and 
traitor,  and  one  of  them  laid  her  hand  upon  his 
neck,  and  told  him  that  neck  must  pay  for  it  ere 
all  was  done,  and  in  that  guessed  right;  but  this 
was  all  he  suffered  at  that  time,*'  p.  345.— There 
is  certainly  nothing  here  to  support  the  editor's 
averment.  Had  he  referred  us  to  Sir  George 
Mackenzie's  Memoirs,  It  would  have  been  more 
to  the  purpose;  but  Sir  George  is  at  the  best  a 
partial  witness,  and  he  certainly  did  not  know 
the  designs  of  these  female  petitioners.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  their  designs  were  any  thing 
beyond  what  appeared ;  and  the  object  of  their 
petition  was  unquestionably  legal  and  highly 
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The  severities  of  the  managers 
this  suminer,  upon  such  as  were 
alleged  to  have  heen  at  field-coaTenticles, 
have  heenalready  narrated;  and  indeed  every 
week  almost  letters  came  down  from  court 
urging  a  violent  prosecution  of  them,  and  all 
the  blame  of  them  was  laid  upon  the  country 
party,  whereas  it  is  generally  thought  that 
Lauderdale  himself  liad  as  much  encouraged 
conventicles  as  any  body.  Multitudes  were 
lined  through  all  the  comers  of  the  country. 
Many  considerable  gentlemen  in  Fife  were 
roughly  handled;  one  paid  two  thousand 
merks  fine,  because  his  lady  bad  lodged  Mr 
Welsh  one  night  in  his  house,  though  the 
gentleman  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  was 
abroad  upon  business.  And  many  were 
fined  for  being  once  present  at  sermons  in 
the  fields,  when  it  may  be  they  were  very 
near  their  houses.  When  this  rigorous  way 
came  to  be  known,  not  a  few  absented,  and 
upon  noncompearance  were  denounced,  and 
their  moveable  escheat  fell  to  the  king. 
One  day  a  paper  was  fixed  upon  the  parlia- 
ment house  door,  containing  upwards  of  a 
hundred  persons  whose  escheats  were  to 
be  sold  to  any  who  would  purchase  them, 
and  among  them  about  thirty  ministers, 
whose  escheats  would  not  very  much  enrich 
the  courtiers.  Such  a  multitude  of  them 
had  they  upon  their  hand,  that  they  knew 
not  what  to  do  with  theuL 

Some  hints  of  more  particular  hardships 
of  some  gentlemen,  ministers,  and  others, 
have  come  to  my  hand,  mosdy  from  the 
council  registers  this  year,  and  I  shall  give 
them  in  so  many  words.  Upon  the  26th  of 
March,  the  laird  of  Quarrelton,  upon  his  peti- 
tion, gets  his  confinement  and  prison  altered 
from  Dumbarton  to  Paisley,  and  is  allowed 
to  walk  abroad,  as  above.  Thomas  Lennox 
and  some  others,  who  had  been  in  prison 
for  conventicles,  the  some  day  are  liberate, 
1  suppose  by  virtue  of  tlie  indemnity.  Upon 
tlie  14th  of  July,  Mr  Robert  Law,  who 
Imd  been  some  time  prisoner  in  Glasgow, 
for  keeping  of  conventicles,  that  is,  preach- 


rmwnable.  The  construction  put  upon  it  by  the 
cuiincily  as  treMonable  and  rebellious,  waa  alto- 
gether arbitrary  and  unwarranted. — Ed, 


lag  now  and  thetk  in  hcwae%  m  ordered  to 
be  brought  into  Edinburgh;  and  the  oom- 
cil  give  wamnt  to  Kp^nhaad.  Mr  Joha 
King,  Mr  John  Wallaoe^  and  Mr  Andrew 
Barton,  onted  miniaten;  and  the  eni  ef 
Athole  is  otderad  to  bring-  in  the  last  to 
Edinburgh.  July  81st»  Bfr  Jamcv  Drmh 
mond,  who  had  been  aome  time  impriaeeri 
in  Edinburgh  tolbooth  for  preaching  n 
fiimilies,  is  set  at  liberty.  Jvlky  SSth,  Mr 
Robert  Law,  Mr  John  Law,  Mr  Job 
King,  prisonen  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinlmi|l^ 
for  preaching,  appear  before  the  oovmcil,  aai 
are  dischai^ged  to  keep  oonrenticles,  imdv 
certification  of  being  repute,  punished,  aai 
pursued  as  seditious  persons,  and  are  obEgsi 
to  give  each  of  them  bond  and  cantion  kr 
five  thousand  merks,  to  appear  when  caDsL 
September  29th,  William  Dmmmond  if 
Cromlicks,  some  time  ago  a  nuyor-genenl, 
is  ordered  to  enter  prisoner  into  Dumbailv 
Castle.  I  do  not  know  what  the  managm 
had  to  lay  to  his  charge,  but  I  hear  it  wii 
converse  with  intercommuned  peiaons,  aai 
he  was  reputed  to  have  a  warm  side  to  the 
persecuted  party.  In  January  next,  he 
petitions  the  council,  complaining  of  Ui 
close  imprisonment,  and  they  permit  Iumt» 
walk  about  in  the  daytime,  but  order  bin 
still  to  return  at  night  December  lit» 
George  M'Cartney  of  Blacket,  prisoner  at 
Dumfries  for  alleged  accession  to  the  rebd- 
lion  16G6,  is  ordered  to  be  brought  iata 
Edinburgh. 

Perhaps  it  was  in  answer  to  one  of  the 
grievances  above  narrated,  that  the  oonadl, 

July  28th,  **  considering  that  by act, 

2  sess.  parL  2.  Char.  IL  none  must  pn§A 
or  teach  without  the  bishop's  license,  r^ 
commend  to  and  require  the  archbiahsfi 
and  bishops  to  inquire  what  persons  >* 
their  dioceses  take  upon  them  to  be  chif* 
lains  in  families,  or  teach  in  public  schoob^ 
or  be  pedagogues,  ^'ithout  their  license,  ani 
report."  I  find  not  much  persecution  asysl 
following  upon  this  order ;  but  next  year 
and  the  folloH-ing,  many  excellent  yonthii 
very  capable  of  their  trust,  were  brought  la 
abundance  of  difficulty. 

Towards  the  end  of  September,  a  letter 
comes  down  to  the  council,  re<itoring  the 


CHAP.  IX.] 


lata  archbishop  of  Glasgow.  Bishop  Leigh- 
toa  had  demitted,  and  about  this  time  or  a 
little  after  died  in  a  very  retired  place  in 
Kngland.*  The  kind's  letter  will  speak 
best  for  itself.    It  is  inserted  word  by  word 

*  The  leame  1  pmfeSBor  of  cbarch  history  in 
the  uniTenity  or  Glaa^w,  has  pointed  out  to 
■M  the  following  carious  passage  in  the  intro- 
duction to  a  historical  novel  lately  published  in 
London,  entitled  *<  Owain  Goth,  a  tale  of  the 
Rerolntion,**  in  S  vols.  As  it  is  characteristic 
•r  the  archbishop  and  also  of  the  times,  and 
brings  forward  some  interesting  facts,  I  shall 
Insert  it  entire.  *<  I  have  been  particularly 
•track,  in  investigating  the  papers  of  those 
ejected  ministers  and  nonconformist  divines, 
^rhieh  1  have  before  me,  with  the  diary  of  one 
Jeaiaa  C  ■,  who  was  chaplain  in  the  family 
«f  the  right  worshipful  Sir  Thomas  Bamardi- 
elen  towards  the  close  of  the  short  reign  of 
James  the  Second.  I  purpose,  in  the  following 
letter,  to  give  you  a  few  extracts  from  his  diary 
or  register,  as  he  calls  it,  a  work,  I  assure  you, 
replete  with  both  amusement  and  instruction. 
He  was  a  friend  of  archbishop  Leighton,  Ains- 
worth,  Arthur  Hamilton,  and  other  learned 
■sen  of  that  era  ;  and  knew  Burnett,  bat  does 
BOt  aecm  to  have  liked  him.  He  studied  and 
took  his  degree  of  M.  A.  at  Glasgow,  and  I  set 
down,  heneath,  a  curious  account  of  the  part  he 
tMik  in  the  ceremony  of  lanreation  in  the  year 
1678. 

1672.  Jpr,  We  of  the  magistrand  class,** 
be,  **  now  in  the  beginning  of  April  con- 
cloded  onr  lecturing,  in  order  to  prepare  for  the 
coaaing  laureation.  All  the  scholars  that 
dsslgned  to  take  their  degrees  assembled  to 
aestaee  one  another  for  defraying  the  expenses, 
chose  collectors  of  the  money  assessea,  and 
treasarers,  whereof  one  was  for  the  Sootta,  and 
I  iat  the  English ;  and  also  stewards  to  provide 
l^vesy  and  the  printing  of  the  theses — one  on 
white  satin  for  the  patron,  and  an  appointed 
■amber  on  paper.  My  tutor  would  engage  me 
to  be  pnblick  orator  at  the  laureation.  1  declined 
itf  anid  eamestlv  begged  his  excuse  till  I  obtained 
It.  But  then  ne  would  not  excuse  my  journey 
to  £dinburgh  to  invite  the  grandees  there  to 
oar  laureation  :  so  that  I  went,  furnished  with 
glores  and  theses,  which  I  tint  presented  to  the 
patron,  the  laird  of  Colsbua,  upon  white  satin. 
I  then  waited  upon  the  archbisnop  of  Glasgow, 
l>r  Leighton,  at  his  chamber  in  the  colledge, 
'  ereof  he  liad  been  formerly  master.     After 
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in  the  following  act  of  oonncil  made 


fc 


presenting  the  service  of  our  colled^e  and  tutor, 
and  invitation  to  our  laureation.  1  craved  his 
aeeeptanoe  of  the  theses,  which  he  thankfully 
aeecpted ;  but  presenting  then  the  fine  fringed 
f  lores,  he  started  back,  and  with  all  demonstra- 
tions of  humility,  excused  himself  as  unworthy 
of  each  a  present.  I  humbly  urged  his  aocept- 
anee ;  he  still  retired  backward,  and  I  pursued 
Mm  till  he  came  to  the  end  of  the  chamber,  and 
as  iaat  nrevailed.  But  it  was  amazing  to  see 
with  what  humble  gratitude,  bowing  to  the  very 

Kund,  this  great  man  accepted  the  gloves. 
Is  was  agreeable  to  his  whole  deportment  at 
Ghuv^w,  where  the  history  of  his  deep  humility 
might  fill  a  volume.  I  then  waited  on  Sir 
James  Turner,  the  steward  of  onr  university  ; 
afterwards  on  I^t  Burnet,  our  divinity  prof< 


upon  the  receipt  of  it. 


1674. 


u 


Edinburgh^  September  20/A,  1G74. 
**  Forasmuch  as  the  king's  majesty,  by  a 

sor,  but  he  was  out  of  town  attending  the  earl 
of  Tweeddale  in  his  last  illness.  The  day  after 
my  return  home  came  on  the  famous  laureation 
iu  the  Trone  church  (the  Coll^e-hall,  the  usual 
place,  not  lieing  capalue  to  receive  the  number  of 
scholars  and  the  giand  concourse  of  the  learned 
clergy  and  gentry  who  were  invited  from  all 
parts,  besides  a  vast  multitude  of  spectators) ; 
wherein,  after  our  regent  in  the  pulpit,  had 
prayed  in  Latin,  and  opened  the  design  of  that 
solemnity  in  an  eloquent  oration,  and  pro- 
pounded the  theses,  came  on  the  disputations, 
wherein  every  clergyman  and  gentleman  present, 
or  as  many  as  would,  called  out  what  scholar 
he  pleased  for  his  respondent,  and  opposed  upon 
any  thesis  that  he  read,  lliis  was  a  long 
exercise,  which  ended,  the  publick  orator  (Mr 
I.  L.  my  chamlier-feliow,  an  Englishman,  who 
accepted  the  office  after  I  had  declined  it)  pro- 
nounced his  declamation  very  well.  Then  were 
all  the  scholars  sent  out  into  the  church-yard, 
waiting  to  be  called  in  by  the  regent  according 
to  his  Judgment  of  their  degrees  In  learning,  to 
be  observed  by  the  whole  assembly.  The  first 
call  was  Arthur  Hamilton,  a  Scots  gentleman, 
the  second,  Josias   C-  1  not  thinking 

myself  worthy  of  that  degree,  put  my  friend, 
chiamber- fellow  and  orator,  on  going  in  my 
room ;  he  readily  accepted  it,  and  went  in.  I 
waited  till  his  turn  came  to  be  called,  then  as  I 
was  going,  I  laid  hold  on  Mr  Aiusworth  to 
thrust  him  in  mv  room,  esteeming  him  a  better 
scholar  than  either  of  us,  but  he  refused  it,  so 
that  I  must  go  in,  thourh  (I  thought)  before 
many  my  betters.  This  being  over,  we  all  stood 
in  oraer  in  the  church.  Then  the  primar,  the 
learned  Mr  Wright,  read  his  Iniunctions  to  us 
out  of  the  colledge  statute  book,  pronouncing 
the  title  of  Master  of  Arte  over  us :  which  done, 
the  rmnt  concluded  all  with  a  solemn  praver 
and  thanksgiving.  These  things  being  endfed, 
all  we  that  were  officers  assembled  to  defray  all 
charges  and  adjust  all  accounts,  which  we  did 
to  the  content  of  all  the  scholars  by  whom  we 
were  Intrusted.  Then  all  agreed  to  present  the 
surplusage  to  the  regent.  Blit  before  this  was 
done.  It  was  agreed  (as  usually)  that  every 
officer  should  have  a  dollar  for  nis  pains.  I 
onposed  the  motion,  and  would  have  pnid  Is.  <id. 
thut  I  had  laid  out  at  Edinburgh  for  two  small 
books,  out  of  the  colledge  money ;  but  they 
would  not  receive  it,  saying,  the  trouble  of  my 
Journey  deserved  a  better  gratuity.  But  It  was 
carried  against  mv  inclination  for  every  one 
to  take  half  a  dollar,  which  we  did,  though  I 
thought  our  excellent  regent  deserved  the  best 
of  service.  This  being  deducted,  we  presented 
a  large  purse  as  our  valedictory,  which  was 
thankfully  accepted." 

llead  the  foregoing  extract  from  the  diary  of 
this  worthy  neophyte,  and  say  whether  the 
times  are  not  altered  quite  and  clean.  An  arch- 
bishop, with  all  demonstrations  of  humility, 
declining  the  acceptance  of  a  pair  of  silk  gloves 
as  a  present  too  magnificent  for  him !  I  will 
say  nothing  of  the  reward  af  tha  «l&c«n{  ««• 
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letter  under  his  hand  to  his  privj 
'  council,  of  the  date  of  the  7th 
instant)  has  signified  that  upon  the  demis- 
sion of  Alexander,  archbishop  of  GUs- 
gow,  1669,  his  majesty  did  commend  to 
Robert  bishop  of  Dumblane  the  care  of 
the  diocese  of  Glasgow,  and  afterward 
did  nominate  and  present  the  said  Robert 
to  the  archiepiscopal  see  of  Glasgow, 
unto  which,  as  his  majesty  is  informed,  he 
was  not  formally  translated ;  and  that  now 
by  the  demission  of  the  said  Robert,  the 
said  archbishopric  of  Glasgow  is  become  at 
his  majesty's  gift  and  presentation,  his  ma- 
jesty has  thought  fit  on  just  and  important 
considerations,  and  for  the  good  of  his  service 
in  the  church,  to  restore,  and  doth  restore 
the  said  Alexander  to  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  of  the  said  archbishopric  of 
Glasgow,  and  all  the  rents,  privileges,  bene- 
fits, and  immunities,  superiority,  casualties 
and  profits  whatsomcver  thereto  belonging, 
in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  same 
are  expressed  and  contained  in  his  majesty's 
first  gift  unto  him  under  the  great  seal  of 
the  kingdom;  willing  and  declaring  the  said 
gift  and  disposition  to  be  in  as  much  force  in 
all  time  coming,  during  his  life,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  he  had  never  made  a 
demission;  and  ordains  this  letter  to  be 
recorded  in  the  books  of  privy  council,  and 
them  to  pass  an  act  thereupon,  that  all  con- 
cerned may  yield  ready  obedience.  The 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  ordain 
accordingly  in  all  points." — We  have  heard 
before,  how  and  from  what  springs  this  re- 
storation was  brought  about  Upon  the  3d 
of  December,  he  was  admitted  a  privy  coun- 
sellor ;  and  the  reviving  of  the  severities  in 
the  west  country,  against  the  Presbyterians 
for  some  years,  are  very  much  chargeable 
upon  him.  Little  other  thing  offers  itself, 
directly  relative  to  the  sufferings  of  this 


▼ices,  and  tho  large  purse  to  the  rr^ent,  which 
was  accepted  with  thankfulness.*'— The  matter 
of  the  gloves  remind  us  of  the  high  esteem 
which  queen  Elizabeth  felt  and  expressed  for 
the  valurtble  gift  of  the  tirst  pair  of  silk  stockings 
made  in  England.  The  lapse  of  fourscore 
years  did  not  render  the  present  of  the  gloves 
more  of  a  common  article  to  the  humble  arch- 
bishop.  Our  historian  does  not  seem  to  have 
known  that  Lcigbton   did  not  die  till  June 


church,  this  yenr.  In  Jane  and  Joly,  ^bm 
were  no  small  heats  fell  in  among  Ae 
bishops  and  their  deigy  aboat  the  natioBri 
synod;  but  because  this  chapter  hifli 
already  run  out  to  so  great  a  length,  and  it 
was  September  next  year  before  theycuie 
to  any  issue,  Fll  refer  them  to  next  yeir. 

The  business  of  the  adYocates,  who  were 
this  year  and  the  following  laid  aside  fori 
mere  opinion  in  an  abstract  question  of  hv, 
made  no  snudl  noise.  It  does  not  at  d 
concern  my  design,  and  I  should  have  kft 
it  entirely  to  civil  historians,  were  it  act 
another  instance  of  the  arbitrary  and  oppnt* 
sive  procedure  of  this  reign.  The  questiia 
was,  Whether  appeals  from  the  lorcbof  tfce 
session  to  the  parliament  were  lawful ;  Sr 
John  Cuningham  and  Sir  George  Mackemii^ 
as  topping  lawyers  as  in  the  house,  with  a 
considerable  number  of  adTOcatea,  ha{^»eiied 
to  differ  in  their  opinion  in  this  point  fiwi 
some  of  the  managers ;  and  this  was  mA 
a  crime,  and  that  party  were  obliged  to  Ht 
by  from  their  office.  When  the  sentenn 
against  them  vr^s  a  forming.  Sir  John  Niflbci 
demurred  a  little  upon  it,  and  desired  ^ 
president  might  put  in  some  law  or  act  of 
parliament  as  the  foundation  of  the  sentence. 
It  is  confidently  affirmed,  that  my  lord  Hal- 
ton  replied,  **  We  need  not  seek  law  for  it, 
here  is  the  king's  letter,  and  that  is  sat 
ficient*'  Tlie  matter  was  patched  up  neit 
year,  in  a  submission  of  the  nonconformifl^ 
advocates. 

I  shall  end  my  accounts  of  this  year  with 
a  short  hint  at  the  procedure  of  presbf- 
terian  ministers  this  year  and  the  foUowiag*, 
for  keeping  as  good  a  correspondence  amon^ 
themselves  &s  possible,  and  licensing  yomi^ 
men  to  be  serviceable  when  the  elder  sort 
were  dropping  off;  and  I  shall  give  all  tbe 
accounts  I  have  for  these  two  years  togethtf 
in  this  place,  from  some  papers  drawn  up  by 
their  meetings,  which  have  come  to  mf 
hand,  and  will  be  a  specimen  both  of  their 
care  and  prudence  at  this  juncture.  Pret> 
b3rterian  ministers,indulged  and  not  indulge^ 
frequently  met  among  themselves  as  they 
best  could,  and  put  several  promising  yoon; 
men,  who  had  prosecuted  their  studicf  in 
private  some  years,  upon  their  trials,  and, 
^  upon  finding  them  qualified,  licensed  thoM 
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to  preach  the  gospel;  and,  at  they  had 
opportiiiiity,  tent  them  to  preach  in  those 
pfaboea  of  the  country  where  they  were  most 
wsnted,  and  excited  vacant  congregations  to 
€•11  them;  and,  upon  the  people's  call,  or- 

them  with  all  the  solenmity  the  Ul- 
of  the  times  allowed.  I  cannot  giye  a 
better  account  of  the  pains  these  worthy 
BsinisterB  took  to  preserve  a  succession  of 
ministers  in  this  church,  and  to  keep  up  the 
parity  and  harmony  of  it,  than  from  their 
4iini  papers  and  the  rules  they  agreed  upon; 
and  this  does  not  appear  to  me  altogether 
impioper  for  a  history  of  this  nature.  The 
fitat  meeting  I  find  for  these  purposes,  is  at 
Edinbtu^h,  in  June  this  year.  The  presby- 
ministers  in  every  comer  of  the  church 
;  more  or  fewer  delegates  to  Edinburgh,  to 

and  agree  upon  rules  and  overtures 
which  were  to  be  transmitted  to  the  several 
meetings  of  ministers  up  and  down  the  coun- 
ttj:  and  the  product  of  this  meeting  will  be 
known  by  the  paper  of  overtures  they 

upon,  and  transmitted  to  their  breth^ 
which  I  here  insert 


Overttaret  agreed  upon  in  a  meeting  of  dele- 
gate mimsters  from  several  places  of  the 
kingdom^  Jime^  1674. 

"  1.  The  brethren  did  unanimously  agree, 
that  there  be  a  serious  endeavour  for  a  suo- 
eemioQ  of  presbyterian  ministers,  and  re- 
oommend  it  to  the  several  societies  to  think 
•f  the  most  effectual  way  to  make  this  prac- 
ticable. 2.  Some  brethren  present  were 
desired  to  write  unto  brethren  in  several 
places,  to  associate  themselves  in  their  re- 
spective bounds;  and  that  brethren  meet  by 
oorrespondents  who  live  in  the  bounds  of 
one  synod,  for  the  greater  harmony  in 
actings.  3.  That  there  be  a  care  had  in 
the  several  meetings,  as  they  have  access,  to 
send  preachers  where  the  necessity  and 
desires  of  the  people  require  them,  and,  as 
they  travel  among  the  people,  to  warn  them 
fidthfully  of  the  evils  and  dangers  of  the 
time,  and  to  exhort  them  to  seek  for  things 
that  make  for  peace,  and  whereby  they  may 
edify  one  another.  4.  That  it  be  carefully 
provided,  that  no  offer  from  the  state,  in 
order  to  church  affidrs,  be  rejected  or  ac- 

II. 


oepted  by  any  particular  brethren, 
till  advertisement  be  given  to  the 
several  societies  of  such  an  offer,  that  their 
thoughts  thereupon  may  be  returned  by  their 
delegates  or  letters,  as  they  shall  think  expe- 
dient; and  that  ministers  therein,  as  in  other 
things,  subject  themselves  commimipresbgt^- 
rorum  consilio,  5.  That  we  endeavour  to 
keep  correspondence  with  gentlemen  and 
judicious  elders,  as  they  are  to  be  had.  6. 
That  neither  actual  ministers,  nor  licentiate 
young  men,settle  with  a  people  without  con- 
sent of  the  meeting  in  the  bounds.  7.  That 
ministers^  as  they  have  access,  have  a  special 
respect  to  their  particular  flocks,  without 
prejudice  to  the  common  concernment  and 
work.  These  preceding  articles  the  brethren 
thought  fit  to  recommend  tothe  consideration 
of  the  several  societies,  without  imposing 
upon  their  judgments,  that  they  may  send 
their  thoughts  of  these  overtures  with  their 
delegates  to  the  next  meeting,  upon  the  third 
Wednesday  of  October  next,  1674.'* 

Jointly  with  these  overtures,  the  mate- 
rials of  an  address  to  the  government  were 
transmitted  to  the  several  associations  of 
ministers,  that  their  judgment  might  be 
returned  thereupon,  and  the  reader  pro- 
bably will  be  satisfied  to  have  it,  as  what 
contains  the  sense  of  several  worthy  minis- 
ters at  this  time,  upon  the  circumstances  of 
this  church,  though,  as  fiir  as  I  can  find,  it 
was  never  brought  to  any  bearing. 

Materials  of  on  addrees, 
"After  too  long  silence,  being  much  pressed 
with  the  present  condition  of  the  church  of 
God  through  the  land,  we  cannot  but  adven- 
ture, with  all  humility  and  submission,  to  of- 
fer to  your  lordships*  consideration,  some  few 
of  the  many  heavy  pressures  under  which  she 
and  we  groan,  beseeching  your  lordships  to 
have  compassion  upon  us,and  by  your  author- 
ity to  relieve  and  help  us  from  under  them. 
*^  1.  It  cannot  but  be  grievous  to  us,  that  al- 
though we  are  not  conscious  to  ourselves  of 
any  disloyalty,  either  in  principles  or  in  prac- 
tice, yet  we  and  others  of  our  persuasion  have 
been,  these  years  past,  kept  under  a  cloud 
of  dis&vour,  whereby  we  have  been  exposed 
to  many  sad  inconveniences  and  sufferings. 

2ai 
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**  2.  Wc  regret,  that  by  the  lamen- 
table alteratioDB  that  hare  been 
made  upon  this  church,  in  the  change  of  the 
government  thereof,  and  introducing  of  pre 
lacy,  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  our 
solemn  covenants  and  vows  to  the  most  high 
God,  atheism,  profauity,  and  looseness,  have 
much  abounded,  and  religion  in  the  practice 
thereof  hath  been  exceedingly  shaken,  and 
tho  tender  and  conscientious  people  of  the 
land,  who  could  not  subject  thereto,  have 
undergone,  and  to  this  day  are  lying  under 
many  sad  things. 

**  3.  We  humbly  crave  leave  to  represent  to 
your  lordships,  how  afllicting  it  hath  been 
to  us,  that  our  readiness  to  acknowledge  the 
civil  supremacy  of  the  magistrate,  not  only 
in  things  civil,  but  also  as  to  things  ecclesi- 
astic, according  to  the  scriptures,  and  confes- 
sions of  the  protestant  churches,  is  not  taken 
off  our  hand  as  a  sufficient  test  of  our  loyalty, 
unless  we  give  to  him  that  which  we  cannot 
grant,  as  we  would  not  be  found  guilty  of 
encroaching  upon  the  sovereign  authority  of 
Jesus  Christ,  tho  alone  king  and  head  of  his 
church,  which  we  humbly  conceive  is  griev- 
ously encroached  upon. 

'*  4.  We  with  much  sorrow  bewail  the  great 
obstructions  that  have  been  Liid  in  the  way 
of  preaching  the  gospel,  by  ministers  called 
to  that  work  by  the  church  of  Scotland, 
(who  find  themselves  under  a  necessity  to 
preach  the  gospel  upon  all  hazards)  from 
which  it  is  that  ignorance  and  looseness  have 
abounded,  with  many  other  evils ;  and  others, 
who  (from  single  respect  to  the  gospel,  and 
not  from  any  the  least  disrespect  to  author- 
ity) have  adventured  upon  preaching  and 
hearing,  not  ndthout  an  encouraging  blessing 
have  been  exposed  to  many  and  great  mis- 
takes, and  sore  troubles. 

^  5.  That  a  great  number  of  young  men, 
whom  God  hath  fitted  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  by  whose  labours  many  souls  might 
be  gained  to  Christ  Jesus,  are  kept  useless 
now  when  the  harvest  is  great,  and  that  only 
because  they  cannot  subject  to  the  trials  and 
ordination  of  prelates. 

**  6.  That  although  there  be  an  observable 
and  prodigious  growth  of  popery  and  quake- 
rism  (which  is  upon  the  matter  a  renoun- 


cii^  of  Christianity,)  yet  there  are  few  or  bo 
endeavours  or  effectual  meant  used  to  n- 
strain  the  seducov^  or  reclaim  their  ddaded 
foUowers. 

**  We  humbly  therefore  beseech  your  lori- 
ships,  by  the  love  you  bear  to  Jcens  Chriit, 
before  whose  tribunal  we  must  all  quickir 
stand,  to  remove  these  and  other  sad  evik, 
under  which  the  Lord's  servants  and  pcofle 
heavily  groan,  that  so  the  gtMpel  may  ksTe 
a  free  course,  and  the  starring  souls  of  the 
poor  people  may  be  relieved  with  the  bmd 
of  life,  and  may  bless  your  lordships,  whet 
they  have  access  with  peace  and  fireedooi, 
after  their  wonted  manner,  to  enjoy  their 
souls'  food.  This,  we  doubt  not,  will  cos- 
tribute  much  to  the  establishment  ofha 
majesty's  throne,  and  will  bring  many  Um> 
ings  upon  your  lordships  and  your  fiumfia^ 
and  will  encourage  us  more  and  mora  to 
deport  ourselves  with  all  affection  and  Iq^ 
alty  to  his  majesty,  and  will  not  a  litde 
make  way  for  your  lordships'  peaee,  in  the 
day  when  the  Lord  will  come  to  call  etoy 
one  of  us  to  an  account" 

These  materials  and  the  above  OTertora 
were  transmitted  up  and  down  the  country, 
and  were  generally  fallen  in  with  by  mids* 
ters,  and  additions  and  amendments  node 
to  them.  The  only  copy  I  have  met  nith 
of  the  return  of  particular  meetingB,  nats 
the  next  general  meeting,  is  from  Faidcy, 
and  I  think  it  deserves  a  room  here,  ai 
containing  a  further  view  of  the  aentimeoti 
of  some  very  worthy  men  at  this  junctaie; 
and  so  it  stands  as  a  note.* 


*  Prtibyiery  <f  Paidey*$  9en»e  of  the  arerttetl, 
September  89,  16741 

Mr  Hugh  Peebles  and  Mr  William  Ecdiik 
are  by  the  brethren  appobited  delegates  to  Cht 
meeting  of  eorrespondents  at  Edinburgh,  ud 
empowered  and  oommimionate  to  declare  tMr 
agreement  to  the  orerturea  and  material!  In  the 
■enae  underwritten,  and  in  other  new  eaaei  te 
commit  and  report. 

To  the  fint  OTerture,  as  we  heartily  agree  tkii 
young  men  (as  Providence  offers  oceaaion  if 
them)  upon  trial  had  of  their  piety,  orthodesyi 
uod  abilities,  and  being  found  qaalfficd*  be  lioM- 
tiate  bv  presbyteries  as  probationers;  so  we 
eamefttfy  wish  a  succession  of  godly  and  aUi 
presbjrterian  ministers  may  be  canfuUy  sMi 
unto  in  all  due  ways.  lu  order  to  whidb,  it  h 
our  judgment,  Ist/That  none  be  cvdaincd  with- 
out a  particular  charge,  at  least  until  the  lawftd- 
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These  were  the  thoughts  of  the  brethren 
of  Pkislcy  upon  what  wan  sent  them.  I 
have  not  seen  the  sentiments  of  any  others, 
neither  do  I  know  whether  the  meeting  of 
correspondents  had  liberty  to  meet  at  Edin** 
burgh  in  October,  as  they  designed:  perhaps 
they  did  not,  at  least  I  have  seen  no  accounts 
of  their  procedure,  and  we  will  just  now  find 
another  meeting  pressed  by  the  ministers  of 
the  west  country.  This  business  then  of 
agreeing  upon  general  rules,  for  management 
at  this  difficult  juncture,  seems  to  have 
insensibly  dropt  into  the  hands  of  the  minis- 
ters in  the  bounds  of  the  synod  of  Glasgow. 
Indeed  the  greatest  number  of  presbyteriaii 


iMH  and  expediencT  of  4»Hlainiug  to  an  indefinite 
and  ambalatorj  ministry,  be  further  connidercd 
by  the  presbyteriei,  and  allowed  by  the  unani- 
■Booa  oonaent  of  the  general  correnpondents. 
sMly,  That  where  a  congregation  is  vacant,  and 
the  people  harmoniously  calling  an  approven 
BDsn  CO  be  th«r  minister,  and  engage  to  maintain 
and  adhere  to  him  as  their  minister,  and  he  being 
wilUng  to  embrace  the  charge,  in  that  case  (no 
etbor  manifest  obstruction  appearing)  he  may 
and  sheold,  being  tried  and  found  fit,  be  ordained 
by  the  firesbytery  of  the  bounds :  it  being  always 
MOTided,  that  the  whole  business  be  carried  on 
!■  an  orderly  way,  as  formerly  wont  to  be,  agree- 
ably to  oar  presbjrterian  principles,  except  where 
ncceeaity  compels  to  recede  from  any  of  the 
■anal  efrcnmstances.  To  the  second,  the  first 
braneh  thereof  we  approve,  adding  that  we  judge 
it  fit  that  they  and  every  other  anociation  be 
fixed  and  distinct  in  their  members,  as  wont  to 
be  formerly ;  and  for  the  second  branch  as  we 
agree,  there  be  synodical  correspondence,  so  we 
think  it  expedient  for  the  interim,  that  it  be  done 
by  two  delegates  from  each  presbytery,  and  three 
or  four  times  a  year  at  least,  and  that  their  power 
be  mly  consultative  till  further  settlement.  To 
the  third  we  agree,  it  being  always  provided, 
that  in  warning  the  people  of  the  evils  of  the 
times  there  be  nu  reflections  upon  the  reat  of  their 
brethren,  and  that  no  association,  without  mani- 
fest and  extraordinary  necessity,  send  preachers 
to  any  people  within  the  bounds  of  another 
sssnriafinn.  without  their  consent.  To  the  fourth, 
It  Is  agreed  unto,  understanding  it  of  an  offer  of 
public  concern,  and  providing  the  advertisement 
and  return  of  judgments  mentioned  be  done  nne 
mora,  at  least  within  the  space  of  after 

the  offer.  To  the  fifth  agrees ;  yea,  that  elders 
bo  restored  in  due  time  to  their  nlace  in  our 
respective  meetings.  To  the  sixtn  we  agree; 
adding  that  we  think  it  fit  also,  that  no  stranger 
take  upon  them  to  preach  or  baptize  within  the 
bounda  of  any  of  our  associations,  without  the 
allowance  of  one  or  more  of  the  ministers  of  the 
bounds;  nor  is  any  minister  or  expMtant  to 
preach  or  baptize  at  all,  (except  occasionally,) 
within  the  bounds  of  a  presbyterian  minister's 
pnriah,  without  his  consent,  nor  to  go  any  where 
through  the  country  preaching,  without  the 
direction  of  the  presbytery,  whereof  themselves 
are  members,  to  whoee  n^iilation  they  should 
and  must  be  subject  herein.     To  the  seventh 


ministers  was  there,  and  in  other 
places  they  scarce  hod  the  liberty  to 
meet  together;  and  the  brethren  in  the  west 
country  I  find  following  out  this  good  work 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year.  Because  the 
subject  is  the  same,  I  bring  it  in  here,  that 
the  whole  relating  to  this  may  be  together. 
There  was  a  meeting  for  a  synodical  corre- 
spondence, at  GUsgow,  January  !^h,  1675, 
and  they  give  their  sense  of  the  foremen- 
tioned  articles,  remitting  them  further  to 
the  presbytery's  consideration.  What  was 
done  at  GUsgow,  will  best  appear  from  a 
copy  from  their  minutes,  which  I  have  add- 
ed in  a  note.* 


agrees,  provided  it  be  not  interpreted  to  oblige 
ministers  already  settled  otherwhere,  to  desert 
their  present  station,  and  to  return  to  their 
former  chaige,  without  an  open  door  of  regress, 
at  the  judgment  of  their  brethren ;  and  that 
upon  the  other  hand  it  allow  not  any  to  continue 
unfixed,  who  may  have  an  open  door  to  the 
settled  exercise  of  their  ministry,  at  the  judg- 
ment of  their  brethren. 

dddenda, 

1.  That  it  be  agreed  upon  and  inviolably 
observed,  that  the  meeting  of  the  general  corre- 
spondents be  constitute  of  two  or  wree  delegstes 
from  every  daws,  and  that  they  meet  twice  a 
year  or  oftener,  ftro  re  nata, 

2.  That  the  names  of  the  members  of  each 
association  be  sent  to  the  meeting  of  synodical 
correspondence,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
classes  be  liable  to  be  judged  and  determined  by 
them. 

S.  That  for  harmony's  sake,  and  the  free 
course  of  the  gospel,  there  be  henceforth  no 
preaching  nor  writing  against  one  another,  nor 
upon  any  matter  of  common  concernment,  with- 
out the  allowance  at  least  of  the  respective  associ- 
ations. 

4.  That  at  the  ordination  of  ministers,  they 
tw  taken  bound  to  adhere  to,  and  maintain  the 
reformed  religion  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  in 
doctrine,  wonhip,  discipline,  and  government, 
as  it  is  contained  in  the  scriptures,  summarily 
held  forth  in  our  Confession  of  Faitii  and  Cate- 
chisms, and  sworn  to  in  our  covenant. 

Deiiberando. 

1.  What  is  to  be  accounted  a  vacant  parish, 
whereunto  a  minister  may  l>e  ordained. 

2.  That  some  expedients  be  thought  upon  for 
calling  the  meeting  of  general  correspondents 
jtro  re  nala. 

As  to  the  materials  of  the  address,  we  heartily 
agree  that  there  be  an  address  vigorously  prose- 
nuted,  and  that  these  or  other  materials  be  put 
Into  form  ;  but  if  an  address  cannot  be  unani- 
mously accorded,  that  some  way  of  public  testi- 
mony and  warrant  bethought  uiN>n,  and  brought 
as  far  length  as  can  be  to  be  remitted  to  the 
several  societies  to  give  their  thoughts  upon,  and 
to  be  brought  to  as  speedy  a  conclusion  as  may  be. 

•  Articlet  affrrtul  on  at  themeetin»  ofnwuUtrSf 
Janvary  20,  1B75. 

Delegates  fromlhc  vr<n\)^'ieT'^  o\  \'ftA^'^^^^> 
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.  _^  These  resolatioiis  and  reoom- 
mendations  are  the  sense  of  a  good 
number  of  mimsters  met  at  Glasgow ;  jet 
thej  are  remitted  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  particular  associations.  I  know  not 
whether  thej  met  at  Strathaven  in  June,  as 
was  appointed.    All  I  have  further  on  this 


Pidaley,  Glasgow,  and  Hamilton,  beinfi:  met  in  a 
•ynodical  ourrenpoodeiice,  to  oonnldrr  of  matters 
of  their  common  concernment,  and  takinr  the 
overtures  propoanded  by  the  meeting  at  Ldin- 
burgh  to  consideration,  tlie  unanimoua  lenne  of 
the  aeTeral  aswciations,  after  collation,  is  found 
to  be  as  followeth,  which  yet  was  remitted  to  the 
several  presbyteries,  to  be  further  considered. 

As  to  the  fimt  overture  we  are  afpreed,  1st, 
That  studeuU  of  theology,  ns  Providence  offers 
occasion  of  them,  he  cArvfully  seen  to  in  their 
breeding,  and  upon  trial  had  of  their  piety,  ortho- 
dox v,  and  abilities,  they  being  found  qualified, 
be  licentiate  by  presbyteries  as  probHtioners. 
2dl  V,  That  a  succession  of  able  and  godly  presby- 
terian  ministers  be  carefully  seen  to  all  in  due 
wavy,  and  by  fit  means.  In  order  to  which,  it 
is  Judged  proper,  1st,  That  none  be  ordained 
without  a  particular  charge,  until  the  matter  of 
ordaining  to  an  indefinite  ministry  be  further 
oonsidered  by  the  several  presbyteries.  Sd,  That 
where  a  congregation  Is  vacant,  and  a  sufficient 
call  had  of  an  approven  man  to  be  minister  there, 
he  being  willing  to  embrace  the  charge,  and  the 
people  engaging  to  maintain,  subject  themselves, 
and  adhere  to  him  as  their  minister,  be  may  and 
should,  being  tried  and  found  fit,  and  no  other 
manifest  obstruction  appearing,  be  ordained  by 
the  presbytery  of  the  bounds,  c»r  in  case  there  be 
none,  bv  the  next  adjacent  presbytery.  Sdiy, 
That  where  the  pluralitvor  considerable  part  of 
a  parish  does  desire  a  faithful  minister,  tney  be 
also  provided  for  actmrding  to  order,  as  aforesaid. 
4thly,  That  at  the  ordination  of  ministers,  they 
be  taken  bound  to  adhere  to  and  maintain  the 
reformed  religion  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  in 
doctrine,  worship,  dincipline,  and  government, 
as  it  is  containen  in  the  scriptures,  and  sum- 
marily held  forth  in  our  Confessions  of  Faith 
and  catechisms,  and  sworn  to  in  our  covenants. 
To  the  second,  the  first  branch  thereof  is  allow- 
ed, adding,  that  we  think  it  fit,  that  these  and 
cvpry  other  association  be  fixed,  and  distinct  In 
their  members :  and  for  the  second  branch  it  is 
agreed  there  Iw  synodical  correspondence,  and 
thought  fit  that  it  be  done  for  the  inierim  by  two 
delegates  from  each  presbytery,  and  thrice  a 
year  or  oftener,  }tro  re  nala,  and  that,  till  further 
settlement,  their  power  be  only  consultative  f>ro 
prima  vice  in  matters,  till  their  proposals  be  taken 
back  to  presbyteries,  and  the  presbyteries'  judg- 
ment or  commission  to  conclude  them  be  had. 
To  the  third :  it  Is  agreed  unto.  To  the  fourth: 
it  Is  still  left  under  consideration  till  next  synod- 
leal  meeting.  To  the  fifth  agrees ;  yea,  that  el- 
ders be  resUired  in  due  time  to  their  place  in  our 
respective  meetings.  To  the  sixth  agrees,  adding, 
that  we  think  it  fit  also  that  no  stranger  take 
npou  them  to  preach  or  baptize  within  the 
bounds  of  any  of  our  asKOciations,  without  the 
allowance  of  one  or  more  of  the  ministers  of  the 
houada.     To  the  seventh  :  it  is  conceived,  that 


fubject,  is  a  few  exceptiona  agaimt  what  it 
above,  bj  a  particular  minister,  aad  tke 
presbyterj  of  Pkislejr's  sense  of  fhem  at  two 
meetings;  both  which  I  give,  that  the  reafa 
maj  have  all  come  to  my  hand  upon  tfaii 
head.  The  first  stands,  as  under.*  Tboie 
exceptions  seem  to  be  fixmi  a  minister  who 


time  reach  so  far,  as  that  each  minister  vA 
already  employed  either  in  his  own  or  ssbm 
other  vacant  charge,  should  repair  to  hb  em 
chat|^,  or  as  near  thereunto  as  may  be,  or  si  Iw 
can  attain  tolerable  arrommodatimi  and  aocmls 
the  exercise  of  his  ministry ;  yet  ao  as  thst,  is 
regard  of  the  great  necessity  of  desolate  pbni, 
and  paucity  of  honest  ministera,  he  may  bercsiy 
to  help  other  needful  places  as  he  shall  be  psnie- 
ularly  called,  or  have  the  advice  of  the  mteaag 
where  he  resides;  and  for  making  this  furAer 
practicable,  that  such  ministers  pnaefaingcbi- 
where,  deal  with  these  parishes  to  invite  8b4 
encourage  their  own  ministera  honae,  and  dal 
with  others  to  agree  with  some  qoallfied  pcfna 
for  their  supply,  with  the  content  of  the  praky- 
tery. 

IVloreover,  the  brethren  delegates  thoogbt  It, 
Imo,  It  be  agreed  upon  and  inriolaMy  ubtti  iri, 
that  the  meeting  or  general  correap<indwHi  h 
constitute  of  two  or  three  delegatea  fren  Cftrj 
dams,  and  that  they  meet  twice  a  year  or  ofta- 
er,  pro  rv  nata.  SMo,  That  the  nanMS  of  iks 
members  of  each  association  be  sent  to  the  msrt- 
ing  of  synodical  oorretpondenee^  and  the  nonstita- 
tion  of  the  classes  be  liable  to  be  Judged  and  di- 
termined  by  them.  Stio,  'lliat,  for  harvoof'f 
sake,  and  the  free  course  of  the  gospel,  then  be 
henceforth  no  preaching  nor  writing  against  ear 
another,  nor  upon  any  matter  of  pnUic  csn- 
oemment,  withoat  the  allowance  at  least  of  tbfir 
respective  associations.  Further  it  is  nosB»- 
meuded  to  the  several  meetings  to  bring  la  the 
names  of  the  expectants  within  their  bounds,  tt 
the  synodical  meeting.  It  is  also  thought  ti; 
that  ministers  that  are  not  in  charge  pnsdi 
sometimes  with  their  brethren  that  be  in  caari^ 
upon  their  invitation,  and  that  these  in  chai^^ 
sometimes,  as  conveniency  allows,  preach  in  con- 
gregations that  want,  upon  the  people's  invi»' 
tion.  It  is  recommended  to  the  orcthmi  st* 
Glasgow  to  write  to  Messrs  Robert  Law,  Rebnt 
Mitchell,  James  Walkinshaw,  and  lliomasMrl- 
ville,  to  associate  themselves  together,  to  take 
care  of  the  bounds  of  the  presbytery  of  DnmbsN 
ton.  Recommends  it  likewiaB  to  Messn  A>- 
drew  Morton,  Alexander  Jamison,  and  Jsha 
Baird,  to  write  a  letter  to  the  brethren  of  the 
east,  for  drawing  on  a  meeting  of  general  cems- 
pondence.  It  Is  agreed  that  the  next  geiMfsl 
meeting  be  at  Stratbaven,  upon  the  first  Ttes- 
dsy  of  June.  Lastly,  Recommends  It  to  Mr 
Patrick  Simpson  to  correspond  with  the  breth- 
ren of  Argyie,  to  draw  them  to  eorrespond  with 
the  genenu  meeting  of  other  synods. 

*  Eiceptunu  £y  a  particular  mmiMer, 

As  to  the  inscription,  they  are  not  the  nnaai- 
mous  sense  of  the  several  associations,  oo  the  ovrr- 
tures,  and  that  because  several  particulars  in  the 
former  paper  were  not  so  much  as  debated  snd 
concluded  In  sonieaMoelations,  let  Itbeeoamittcd 


ih0  reaptct  therein  mentioned  ahouAA  foe  \\ie\^  ^*»^^  A^j&if^tea  aa  their 


Asb  \wo. 
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twth  been  dinatisfied  with  the  indulgCDM,  managed  with  that  nnttf,  hamonj,    ,_.. 

■ad  not  10  cordial  for  an  onion  wiUi  the  and  caution,  m  their  drcuinitBiicei 

brethren  who  bed  freedom  to  embrace  iL  would  bear.    According  to  tlicM  regulation* 

I  end  this  account  with  the  tentimenia  of  they  generally  acted,  till  piece  bj  piece  their 

tbe  brethrm  in  Paisley,    at  two  different  liberty  wm  retrenched,  and  dinnont  and 

neetinga  tbit  jear,    and   they  are   added  jealoiuiea  broke  in  among  tbemselvea.     I 

below.*  only  add  farther,  that  aa  thej  took  care  of 

From  those  we  may  nnderttand  the  great  thing*  among  themselTea  so  they  took  hold 

can  and  (sutioDuerciaed  by  the  remaining  upon  every   handle   that   offered,   for  tbe 

pmbyterian  ministers,  to  have  matters  ai  bettering  of  the  manners  and  practice  of 

■Mr  the  constitution  of  this  church,  and  this  dissolute  age,  and  putting  a  stop  to  tha 


■baal  lh«  pawrr  nf  gTiiadii 
that  It  (ball  onlT  b*  uninl 

-— '-       sdo,    Thr   — ' 


of 


:plia 


lannotacccptrdorihe  utaU'i  Indulgrncc.  As 
t»tb*np)icatary  addition  aa  (hn  Hcond  owtr- 
Unv  Ml  Iba  aecond  branch,  tl  wais  Dot  c<in- 
aaoaot  (■>  oar  prcabyterlan  principle!.  Isl, 
BccBiuitbcreMiiKicondllatlanof  pmbftnlcs 
hj  tb«  (Uction  of  Hvmd  mmlngi  of  minlilrn, 
«mtlnt  bMHbcr  for  lb>  good  of  tha  gotpfl,  snd 
kettnc  uilboriuilvclr  for  the  good  of  Ih«  ume, 
tlMjr  are  bound,  hj  the  Inslitotlon  of  churehrt, 
t>  wnrlitt  and  neel  in  more  genenl  ■nrmblies, 
liir  Ebsoommon  good  oftht  chareh  within  their 
Wnndi  to  eirrdiw  that  Bune  aulboritj  to  wfatch 
an  an  boood  to  be  luitjfct ;  for  It  li  one  snd  Ihe 
^H  aatboritf,  whether  It  be  more  rxtended  or 
TWtnlned  u  to  Iti  obJKt.  9d1f.  The  meeUng 
»*  •Alnlaten  In  ordinuT,  whether  Irnvr  nr 
wfbr  th*  ad  vantage  of  tit  gaiwl  in  the 
la  where  they  eierriH  itatedly  their  mlnia- 
,  bare  that  autborlcj  flowing  imntdlalelj 
tnm  their  ofBcf,  and  the  Inititutioni  and  pre- 
arplB  of  Chriit  Id  hii  woH ;  and  it  la  not  in  tha 
pawar  of  minlittrn  or  people  by  any  igRfoient 
to  slier  the  nmr.  iheir  conrluiiooa  agreeing 
■■ith  the  word,  do  bind  all  mlniatna  and  prof**. 
am  to  obtdienea,  ao  that  thia  txplaoatlon  looki 
vat  afTMabls  to  Matthew  xTill.  Prudentlalt 
■»■■■(  lobaprefcnwiMcommandaand  liMtita. 
tian*.  Upon  the  aimiDenl  anent  tha  fifth 
•wertDrf,  autniiur.  What  ii  meant  by  rMorIng 
■f  elden  iti  doe  lime,  toppoilng  as  If  It  were 
■at  DOW?  Upon  the  agreement  on  the  >lith 
•nvtart.  fiumlur,  What  la  nndentood  by  itrmn' 
|«  mloiaten,  whether  thoaa  without  thIa 
Anreh,  or  without  the  bounda  of  tha  reapactlrt 
■aoclalloDs,  If  not  flied  membera  thereof;  tha 

the  latter  ?     Concerning  lh«  explanation  of  the 

2'  KDin1*tcni  employed  in  their  oim,  or  other 
arna,  whether  llieae  that  have  accepted  tba 
slate\indDlgeiia? 


The  brethren 

the  overtuna  at   Glu^ow  agreed   farther,   ai 

follnif I '.— 'lliKE  aa  to   the  third  article  thrlr 

rmenlii,(hal  in  Ihii  extraordinary  case  of 

rliurrh,  luch  coQgiegaliani  ai  want  a  godly 


e  imi 


.ire  it.  p< 
Qong  Ihei 


'  Pmigtery 


/of  Paalry'i  jmir  o^ 

Novfmier  18,    107& 


theartida. 


The  brethren  agree  to  whal  la  orertureJ  In 
tcferenca  to  tha  fim  overture,  neept  the  third 
article  thereof,  which  Is  referred  to  further 
eooatderation  ;  alao  they  think  fit,  that  Instead 
•rtho  word  "  meetlngi     In  the  flrit  article,  be 

Clbc  word  "  preahyterii&'*     What  la  said  to 
aeCDDd  bntieb  of  the  second  orertun,    is 
trftmd  to  fnrther  conridoaUoo. 


:hnri;e,  ciran  expectant,  siafortaaid.  In  (heaenas 
if  ihp  synodlul  oorrcapondenla,  iin  the  flret 
iv^riuiv.  Further,  it  li  referred  to  theeontider- 
iiipii  III  the  ayDodlol  eorrapondenta,  what  li  1* 
V.  done  toraupply  of  congngaiiona,  whoiemiu- 
Kirr  ii  indulged  to  preach  In  another  congrrga- 
ion  than  their  own.  and  that  congregation  la 
IfwIhIp,  or  bave  only  a  confonnlat  Incumbent 
hFil  Uiuy  do  not  aubmil  ddIo  ;  slu  what  !•  to 
^1-  liojie  liy  and  for  congrrgitioni,  wboie  minis- 
ters hcing  by  tha  people  and  their  brethren 
loilFil.  do  not  come  to  aupply  them.  Aa  to  the 
lecond  lirsDch  of  the  aecond  overture  it  is  our 
mind  ihct  the  meeting  of  lynodical  corrcapond- 
-1111  li;ivu  power  to  conclude  and  decide  aulhorl- 
tuilMiy.  in  thinga  within   Iheir  own  bouada; 

lind  of  Ibemielliifa,  thlngi 
..rdl''|lr. 


mind  of  Ibemielliifa,  thinn  may  be  tba  mors 
•atltrj^lnilr  and  unanimon^y  determined  In  tba 
nci  t  syiiDdical  meeling,  and  aubmltted  la  by  all 
the  ililb 


ia  referred  to  further  ■ 
7  nccaaional  preaching  < 
ong   peopl-    -'^--    ^— 


iplication 

r  liDown  minis- 


.  r  If  it  be  not  alao  with 
a  irHTViIion  of  the  occaalonil  Ripply  of  iurb 
viirancirton  tfaadealra  of  the  people,  by  breth- 
ren of  nur  own  preabyleciea  or  eynod.  Unto  the 
lii^i  nvertara  it  la  added,  that  we  humbly  con. 
ctivr,  iliai  wheia  a  congrrgalian  deilreih  to  be 
aupplieil  or  artlled  with  a  godly  minister,  and 
there  are  found  difficulties  in  the  case  by  tba 
pre«bylery  of  the  bounde.  it  should  be  reierred 
to  the  meeting  of  aynodlcal  L-orrrapondenta; 
which,  if  it  be  interrupted  or  delayed,  or  be  not 
to  meet  to  soon  as  the  one  requires,  the  preib)-. 
lery  may  call  aome  next  neighbour  presbytery 
lajuiniiltb  ibemforthelraaistSDce.  (Glaiyow 

I  he  ixi'-bftery  of  the  bounds  to  the  next  adjacent 
prfslijt.T)- they  may  goaboni  tha  same.)  It  i* 
refeireel  to  the  rorrnpondenla  what  way  la  to 
he  isJien  with  the  brethren,  who  In  the  bounda 
of  ■  prcshjtery  do  not  assadtfM.  «d4  ■w'A\  ■»* 
lieep  mceUDp  with  tbem. 
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ir7k  pi^^'^*^"^^  ^^  ^^'^  ^^^  *^  i**^™* 
paut,  and  bo  little  curbed  by  the 

egtablislied  clei^.    They  went  as  hr  this 

way  in  their  sessions  and  other  meetings,  as 

their  circamstanoes  allowed  them  to  exercise 

discipline :  and  to  help  what  was  wanting  iu 

this,  where  they  had  gentlemen  in  their 

congregations  who  would  join  with  them, 

they  constituted  them  reformers  of  manners, 

in  the  terms  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of 

parliament.    I  shall  annex  here  the  tenor  of 

the  commission  for  this  effect,  given  by  Mr 

Thomas  Wylie  and  the  session  of  Fenwick, 

to  Howallan  younger,  from  the  original  copy 

before  me,  and  with  it  end  this  chapter. 

At  Fenwick,  December  2d,  1674. 

**  The  whilk  day,  the  heritors  and  kirk 
session  of  Fcnndck  convened,  by  virtue  of 
the  22d  act  of  the  3d  session  of  the  2d  pari, 
of  King  Charles  II.  entitled  '  act  against 
profiuieness,'  of  the  date  September  l(i72, 
did,  according  to  the  appointment  of  the 
foresaid  act,  nominate,  likeas,  by  these  pre- 
sents we  do  nominate  William  Muir  of 
Rowallan  younger,  residenter  within  the 
said  parish,  as  most  fit  to  execute  the  penal 
statutes  of  several  acts  of  parliament  against 
cursing,  swearing,  and  other  profiuienesses 
exprest  in  the  foresaid  act,  and  other  acts 
therein  specified :  and  did,  likeas,  by  those 
presents  do  appoint,  and  earnestly  desire 
Sir  William  Muir  of  Rowallan  elder  to 
present  this  unanimous  nomination  of  the 
said  William  Muir  younger  of  Rowallan,  to 
the  effect  foresaid,  to  the  right  honourable 
and  noble  lord  the  earl  of  Eglintoun,  bailie 
of  Cuningharo,  and  to  entreat  his  lordship 
to  grant  commission  in  terms  of  foresaid  act, 
and  a  deputation  to  tlic  said  William  Muir 
•f  Rowallan  younger,  for  convening  the 
persons  transgressors  of  the  foresaid  statutes 
against  profaneness,  and  to  judge  them  ac- 
cording to  Uw.  In  witness  of  the  premises, 
we  have  subscribed  these  presents,"  &c.* — 
It  is  time  now  to  go  on  to  what  is  more  di- 


*  Among  the  eminent  men  who  died  in  the 
rouree  of  this  year,  our  historian  liaii  omitted  to 
notice  tlie  death  of  Mr  George  Ilutcheson,  one 
of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  so  justly  esteemed 
by  all  bis  brethren,  and  who  acted  m»  conspicuous 
a  part  in  the  matter  of  the  accommodation  pn>- 


rectly  the  subject  of  this  history,  and  ts 
come  forward  to  the  aoooont  of  tiie  pene- 
cution  in  the  following  year. 

CHAP.  X. 

OF  THE   STATE   AND  SWFERISGS  OP  PRCSRT- 
TKRIANS  DURING  THE  TEAR  1675. 


1675. 


This  year  produceth  no  great  altei** 
tion  in  the  circnmstanoes  in  the 
suffering  party  in  Scotland.  ConTenticki 
continued,  yea,  grew,  and  the  bishops  sad 
council  were  not  wanting  in  their  efforti 
against  them ;  and  the  new  and  iilegsl  ei* 
periment  of  garrisons  up  and  down,  begin 
to  be  executed  in  this  period.  A  good 
many  ministers  are  intercommoned,  sad 
several  gentlemen  and  others  are  persecntid, 
not  so  much  for  their  breach  of  the  laws,  si 
for  their  adhering  tothe  presbyterian  interot, 


poaed  by  archbishop  Leigbton,  and  also  in  the 
indulgenoe.  Of  this  eminent  man  Mr  I^sw 
has  given  os  the  following  notice : — **  March  li^ 
167^  dyed  suddenly,  that  eminent  nlairtH^ 
Mr  Georye  Hutcheson,  being  about  69  ymi% 
at  Irvine,  having  examined  all  day  balwrc  shm 
of  the  people  of  his  parish,  and  took  his  suppar 
as  he  used,  and  after  his  first  sleep  fell  f  iinfrfiaf 
unwell,  and  in  two  hours'  tyme  waa  resMW^ 
as  was  thought  by  a  plurisie  of  blood :  thai 
the  church  lost  an  eminent  light.  He  was  a 
man  much  weighted  with  the  wofall  dlviriav 
of  our  times,  and  yet  had  no  less  measured  aat 
to  him  than  others  of  the  worthies  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  that  went  before  him,  cwi 
reproach  and  evill  spealcing,  so  that  I  trasly 
think  reproach  broke  his  heart ;  and  when  be 
was  gone,  except  by  those  of  whom  wisdom  ii 
Justified,  his  death  was  but  by  few  mourned  far; 
so  that  it  was  truly  verified  of  him  *  tiie  right- 
eous perish,  and  no  man  lays  it  ta  heart.*  It 
is  the  same  who  emitted  learned  and  uefd 
comments  upon  the  minor  pn^bets.  Job,  and 
the  evangell  of  John,  and  who  was  minister  at 
Edinburgh  before  our  troubles  fell  in.**  p.  tt. 
Like  Jo«euh  Caryl,  his  precursor  in  the  sam 
line,  Mr  Ilutcheson  selected  the  book  of  Job  as 
a  favourite  theme  for  lecture,  and  his  bsok 
contains  the  sulMtance  of  316  lectures !  Fony- 
five  of  his  sermons  on  the  l!)0th  Psalm  were 
published  at  Edinburgh  from  his  MSS.  In  1690. 
llie  only  part  of  his  writings  that  I  have 
peruseii  is  his  work  on  the  minor  prophets.  On 
a  subject  confessedly  difficult,  he  exhibits  a 
richness  of  thought  and  a  Judiciousness  of  illoa- 
tration  seldom  surpassed.  I'he  wm-k  is  a  stand- 
ing proof  that  our  covenanting  ancestors,  not- 
withstanding all  the  disadvantages  under  which 
they  labonrra,  could  think  and  write  in  a  far 
better  style  than  the  readers  of  **  the  Scotch 
Presbytprian  Eloquence**  might  he  led  to  tap" 
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tad  libertien  of  their  conntry.  In  England, 
no  small  endeaTOura  were  used  with  the 
king  to  make  him  quit  Lauderdale,  but  in 
Tain ;  and  in  Scotland,  the  debates  among 
the  episcopal  clergy,  which  began  last  year, 
are  brought  to  a  period.  These,  with  some 
more  transient  tldngs  falling  in,  may  be  the 
subject  of  two  sections.  In  the  first,  I 
sliall  bring  in  the  proper  sufferings  of  pres- 
byterians  this  year ;  and  in  the  other,  glance 
at  other  incidents  which  may  giye  some 
light  to  the  history  of  this  time,  till  it  be 
set  in  its  due  light,  and  likewise  in  some 
measure  clear  up  the  circumstances  of  pret- 
byteriana. 

SECT.   I, 

Comiaimnff  an  account  of  the  persecution  of 
eomveniicle$  this  f^ear,  and  the  harsh  treat' 
ment  of  presbyterican  noblemen,  ministers, 
gemUemen  and  others. 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNO  of  the  rigorous  and  un- 
precedented laws,  made  in  the  former  years, 
against  preaching  and  hearing  the  gospel  in 
hoaees  and  fields ;  yet  this  year,  meetings 
to  hear  presbyterian  ministers  were  Tery 
numeroos,  cq>ecially  in  the  fields ;  and  un- 
less in  Edinburgh  and  some  other  towns, 
there  were  but  few  sermons  in  houses.  In 
most  places  up  and  down  the  country,  there 
were  not  houses  capacious  enough  for  the 
nvmbers  that  now  came  to  hear ;  though  I 
shall  not  say,  but,  in  some  places,  there 
miglit  be  a  kind  of  affectation  to  be  in  the 
fields»  where  there  was  not  an  absolute 
neecsBity,  people  being  easier  there  in  the 
summer  time:  but,  generally  speaking,  the 
Tiolenee  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  numbers  of 
the  hearen,  forced  them  to  the  open  fields. 
It  most  be  owned,  eyen  by  adversaries,  that 
much  success,  and  many  remarkable,  yea, 
extraordinary  conversions  and  changes  did 
accompany  Uie  labours  of  presbyterian  min- 
istersy  at  this  time,  up  and  down  the  coun- 
try. Bfany  were  pricked  at  the  heart,  and 
cried  out,  **  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall 
we  do  to  be  saved  .^'  And  their  after- 
practice  evidenced  their  repentance  was  not 
to  be  repented  of;  and  the  Lord  gave 
testimony  to  the  word  of  his  grace.    Some- 


times people  of  years  would  come  to 
ministers,  and  bemoan  their  want  of  '^'^* 
baptism,  and,  after  instruction, received  it,  to 
the  edification  of  many.  Others  had  their 
secret  sins  set  in  order  before  them,  and 
would  come  to  ministers  and  (confess  them, 
and  offer  public  satisfaction  for  them.  Now 
and  then  conformist  ministers  came,  and, 
after  the  forenoon's  sermon,  offer  themselves, 
and,  as  circumstances  allowed,  actually  did 
profess  theirsorrow  for  joining  in  the  present 
course  of  defection.  In  several  places  they 
forsook  their  churches,  changed  their  way, 
and,  upon  their  candid  acknowledgments, 
were  received  by  the  ministers  preacliing  in 
the  fields,  and  were  as  welcome  to  the 
people  as  any.  Indeed  the  laws  and  their 
execution  were  so  severe,  that  not  many 
gentlemen  of  estates  ventured  to  come  to 
these  field  meetings,  this  being  present  ruin 
to  their  families :  but  their  ladies,  and  not 
a  few  of  very  good  fashion,  were  daily  attend- 
ants, and  the  common  people  were  very 
numerous.  Several  ministers  and  preachers 
joined  these  named  in  the  former  years; 
and  the  work  of  the  gospel  did  very  much 
advance  for  two  or  three  years,  and  multi- 
tudes of  souls  were  gained  to  Christ 

These  meetings  were  so  numerous  and 
frequent  in  many  places,  that  our  statesmen 
could  not  reach  them  all,  and  found  it 
necessary  to  overlook  what  they  could  not 
help.  The  bishops  indeed  violently  pushed 
prosecutions,  and,  we  shall  hear,  got  some- 
what done.  They  had  several  of  the  soldiers, 
and  some  others  up  and  down  the  country, 
whom  they  kept  in  pay ;  and  their  business 
was,  to  catch,  if  possible,  ministers  who 
preached  in  the  fields,  or  some  of  the  most 
active  of  the  hearers.  There  were  spies  at 
some  meetings,  and,  as  they  found  oppor- 
tunity, essayed  to  catch  at  the  next  meeting, 
especially  in  coming  or  going.  This  obliged 
many  to  come  to  hear  the  gospel  with  arms, 
for  their  own  defence;  and  some  scuffles 
ensued  in  sevend  places,  so  that  the  coun- 
try resembled  war  as  much  as  peace :  and 
when  sudden  attempts  were  made  by  soldiers 
and  spies,  it  is  little  wonder  some  indiscre- 
tions fell  out  among  the  suffering  people. 
Indeed  it  was  matter  of  wonder  there 
was  no  more  of  this  than  wbb^  if^  u^u  tH<^ 
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one  hand,  we  reflect  upon  the  vio- 
lence and  injustice  of  the  attackers ; 
and,  upon  the  other,  that  ministers  preached 
without  judicatories  to  overlook  them,  and 
might  thus  be  in  haiard  to  deliver  their  own 
opinion  in  difficult  and  emergent  cases,  with 
somewhat  of  their  own  spirit  mixed  with  it,  at 
least  so  as  people  might  mistake  them  ;  and 
no  doubt  there  were  mistakes  of  this  kind, 
and  some  ran  lengths  fiur  beyond  anj  thing 
preached  to  them.  Yet  it  is  certain  there 
was  very  little  of  this  at  this  time,  and  for 
some  years,  until  the  diflerenoes  among  pres- 
byterians  were  heightened,  and  the  flame 
blown  up,  partly  by  enemies,  and  partly  by 
the  warmth  of  some  friends;  and  at  length 
some  hearers  inclined  to  set  up  for  judges 
and  directors  in  controversies,  more  than 
disciples,  as  may  be  noticed  in  its  own  place. 
However,  the  gospel  in  the  hands  of  the 
outed  ministers  had  a  free  course  at  this 
time,  and  many  were  turned  unto  righteous- 
ness: through  many  places  on  the  south 
side  of  Tay,  people  were  almost  as  much 
watered,  and  the  gospel  as  generally 
preached,  by  the  indulged  in  the  diurches, 
and  their  brethren  in  the  fields,  as  if  presby- 
tery had  been  settled.  Meanwhile  their 
adversaries  were  not  idle,  and  the  council 
take  several  various  methods  to  stop  and 
discourage  conventicles;  and  some  ministers 
and  others  were  severely  enough  treated, 
and  some  very  exorbitant  fines  exacted  in 
some  places.  I  come  now  to  particulars, 
and  shall  first  run  through  the  procedure  of 
the  council,  and  then  the  more  particular 
sufferings  and  prosecutions. 

It  was  in  March  this  year,  that  complaints 
are  tabled  by  the  prelates  to  the  council,  of 
some  conventicles  in  Edinburgh,  near  Bath- 
gate, and  in  other  places.  Orders  are  given 
to  the  lord  ',Ross  his  troop,  to  march  in 
different  parties,  and  suppress  them,  and 
seize  all  they  can  meet  with,  in  the  terms  of 
former  acts.  It  seems  the  ministers  got 
out  of  the  way,  at  least  no  accounts  of  any 
taken  at  this  time  are  come  to  my  hand. 
The  town  of  Edinburgh,  upon  the  llth  of 
March,  are  fined  in  a  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling for  conventicles  alleged  to  be  kept 
within  their  liberties ;  and  the  magistrates, 
by  virtue  of  the  bond  they  gave  at  their 


election,  are  obliged  to  pay  it»  and  bare 
reparation  off  the  hooMi  where  tiwy  were 
kept.  And  upon  the  12th  of  fiCarcfa,  the 
council  order  four  companies  of  foot,  and  a 
troop  of  horse  to  quarter  at  Glaagow,  ftr 
the  easier  suppressing  of  oonventidieB. 

Towards  the  end  of  Blay ,  a  party  of  soldien, 
who  had  seiied  Mr  John  King  near  by  the 
house  of  Cardroii,  were  set  upon  by  some 
country  people^  and  he  rescued,  which  made 
a  great  noise,  and  was  the  occasion  of  a  gitit 
deal  of  trouble  to  my  lord  Cardroes,  whidi 
I  shall  afterwards  more  Ailly  narrate  ia 
its  own  room;  here  I  shaU  only  notice 
the  consequents  of  it  finom  the  gOTcmmcal, 
which  were  not  smalL  Acooonta  were  sooa 
transmitted  to  court  by  the  imlates,  and  a 
letter  came  finom  the  king  to  the  council, 
dated  June  ISthy',**  complaining  of  this  at- 
tempt upon  hia  fbroet,  and  the  reacoe  U 
Mr  John  Ring,  and  of  the  incrcnae  of  con- 
venticles in  Teviotdale  and  Eaat-Lothisn; 
that  the  indulged  ministera  kept  numerooi 
and  disorderiy  communions;  that  late^ 
there  was  a  meeting  of  the  indulged  aad 
outed  preobyterian  ministers^  who  issocd 
out  orders  for  keeping  of  fiuts,  and  otlMr 
illegal  injunctions,  as  if  they  had  been  a 
judicatory :  and  requires  the  council  to  ia- 
quire  into  these  disorders,  and  tosununonsll 
the  counsellors  to  be  present  that  some  ord« 
may  be  taken  anent  them.**— That  the  iih 
dulged  kept  communions  I  have  no  questioib 
but  have  learned  nothing  of  this  meetiii^  of 
presbyterian  ministers  here  mentioned,ui]desi 
it  be  a  meeting  of  the  indulged  niinisten  ia 
the  shire  of  Ayr,  of  which  afterwards.  I 
find  this  summer  was  most  thremteniiy  to 
the  fruits  of  the  ground;  and  it  isveiy 
probable,  ministers  would  give  it  as  their 
mind,  that  the  Lord  was  to  be  applied  to  bj 
fasting  and  humiliation  in  this  extraordinary 
case,  by  these  who  would  join  with  them  in 
their  congregations.  Probably  somewhat  of 
this  may  have  given  rise  to  the  coundTt 
appointing  a  fast  in  July,  the  act  ^pointin| 
which  I  have  insert  in  a  note,*  as  being  whst 

*  Council* t  actfiir  afoai,  July  15,  1675. 

Churles,  by  the  prace  of  God,  kiof  of  Gmt 
Britain,  Fmiioe,  aiid  IreUnd,  defender  of  the 
faith,  to  all  and  sundry  our  linfet  and  sulgecti 
whom  it  tffTfirs,   greeting  :    I'urasmuFli  aa  the 
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some  of  my  readers  may  be  willing  to  see. 
According  to  this  letter,  the  coimdl  order 
the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  lord  privy  seal, 
earls  of  Argyle  and  Linlithgow,  the  president 
and  advocate,  to  meet  and  inquire  into  all 
these  heads  in  his  majesty^s  letter,  with 
very  large  powers ;  and  1  find,  next  council 
day,  no  doubt  by  a  proposal  from  this  com- 
mittee, the  advocate,  June  22d,  is  ordered 
to  form  alibel  against  my  lord  Cardross  and 
others,  for  Mr  John  King^s  rescue.  And 
this  tame  committee  fall  upon  the  overture, 
which  proved  afterwards  so  troublesome  to 
the  country,  to  set  up  garrisons,  of  which 
more  just  now.  The  best  account  I  can 
give  of  the  council's  procedure,  will  be  firom 
their  own  narrative  in  a  letter  to  Lauderdale, 
July  15th  this  year,  which  I  here  insert 

**  IAkj  it  please  your  grace, 
^  In    obedience,    and    conform    to    his 


Almiichty  God,  in  his  roont  wine  and  righteous 
providence,  iift«T  the  sinful  abuse  of  his  most 
sigDal  mercies  of  the  blessed  f{MpeI»  of  oar  own 
aiid  our  subjects*  wonderful  deliverance  from 
tbe  yoke  of  usurpation  and  bondage,  by  the 
alnoat  aniraeoloua  restoration  of  us  to  the 
exercise  of  our  goYemment,  and  of  the  long  and 
merciful  continuance  of  our  despised  peace  and 
plenty,  doth,  bf  bis  framings  and  Judgments 
iDcambent  and  impendent,  manifestly  dlscoyer 
bit  anger  and  dbpWasure  against  the  grievous 
slna  or  this  kingdom  :  and  particularly  by  the 
sad  and  pinching  dearth,  whereby  many  indi- 
gent persons  and  families  are  reduced  to  a 
starvinc  condition,  and  bv  the  long  and  threat- 
ening drooght,  the  Lord,  In  his  right«H)U8  judg- 
ment, having  so  long  bound  up  the  clouds, 
making  the  heavens  brass,  and  the  eartli  iron, 
thereby  threatening  our  subjects  of  this  kingdom 
with  the  breaking  of  tbe  staff  of  their  bread,  and 
with  the  dreadful  plague  of  famine;  which 
dispensation  doth  with  a  loud  voice  call  upon  all 
ranks  of  people  for  speedy  and  true  repentance, 
and  the  national  expression  hereof  bv  deep 
mourning  and  solrmn  fasting  and  humiliation. 
Therefore  we.  with  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lards  of  our  privy  council,  do  orddn  a  day  of 

Cblic  and  solemn  ffiating  and  humiliation,  to 
kept  and  observed  by  all  the  people  of  this 
Ungdon,  In  the  several  nariuhe s  thereof,  strictly 
sommanding  and  requiring  them  upon  that  day, 
to  eeaae  from  all   the  works  of  their  ordinarv 
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callings,  and  to  repair  to  their  respective  parish 
chnrcbes,  and  there  make  solemn  confesnon  of 
their  sins,  and  implore  the  divine  mercy  for  tbe 
land,  by  prajring,  mourning,  fasting,  and  such 
other  devotions,  as  are  requisite  and  usual  upon 
snch  days  of  public  humiliation:  and  more 
particularly,  humbly  to  confess  and  mourn  for 
dM  great  neglect  and  contempt  of,  and  disobe- 
dience to  tbe  blessed  gospel,  and  the  ordinances 
thereof,  and  the  great  and  lamentable  increase  j 

II. 


migesty's  letter  directed  to  us  of  the 
12th  of  June  last,  we  did  i^point 
a  committee  of  our  number  to  consider  the 
same,  and  to  propose  the  most  effectual 
expedients  for  preventing  the  disorders 
mentioned  therein,  and  others  of  that 
nature;  who  having  had  frequent  meetings 
thereupon,  and  made  a  report  to  us  of  their 
procedure  and  opinion,  we  did  conclude  and 
pass  the  acts  following. 

*^  Whereas  there  being  divers  onted 
ministers  and  others,  since  his  mijesty's  late 
prodamation,  March  24th,  1674^  denounced 
fugitives  for  not  compearing  before  the 
council,  to  answer  for  preaching  or  being  at 
field  conventicles,  we  ordered  that  letters  of 
interconununing  should  be  directed  against 
all  these  persons,  seeing  all  other  courses 
hitherto  teken  had  been  ineffectuaL 

**  Whereas  the  ooundl,  by  an  act  88th  of 
July,  1674^  in  pursuance  of  the  4th  act  of 


and  prevalsney  of  atheism,  profaneness,  and 
irreliglon,  which  is  thereby  occasioned,  and  for 
th«  sinful  undervaluing  of  tbe  great  blessing  of 
peace,  so  long  enioyed  by  our  subjects  under  our 
government.  By  all  which,  and  many  other 
crying  sins,  the  Lord's  jealousy  and  anger  are 
kindled,  and  his  hand  is  stretched  out  against 
this  kingdom,  threatening  the  destruction  of 
the  fruits  of  the  ground,  the  neoetsary  provision 
for  the  life  of  man  and  beast,  that  by  serious 
mourning  for,  and  sincere  and  hearty  turning 
from  these  provoking  sins,  the  Lord  may  gra- 
ciously pardon  them,  and  repent  him  of  tbe  evil 
seemingly  determined  by  him,  and  most  right- 
eously deserved  by  us,  and  may  open  tbe  clouds 
and  grant  the  latter  rain  in  its  aue  season  and 
measure,  reserving  for  us  the  appointed  weeks 
of  the  harvest.  And  for  this  end  and  purpose, 
we,  with  advice  foresaid,  do  seriously  recommend 
to,  and  require  the  ardibishops  and  bishops,  to 
be  careful  that  this  fast  be  duly  observed  by  the 
ministers  in  their  respective  dioceses,  as  follows, 
to  the  archbishops  of  St  Andrews  and  Glasgow, 
the  bishops  of  £dinbuiYb,  DunkeM,  Brechin, 
and  Dumblane,  to  cause  it  to  be  intimated  in 
the  several  parish  kirks  of  their  dioceses,  upon 
Sunday  the  twenty-fifth,  and  observed  on  Wed- 
nesday tbe  twenty-eighth  of  July  instant ;  and 
the  remanent  bishops,  whose  dioceses  are  more 
remote,  to  cause  it  to  be  intimated  on  Sundav 
the  first  of  August,  and  to  be  observed  the  fourth 
of  August  next.  And  as  to  such  ministers,  wlui, 
by  reason  of  their  distance  from  Edlnbufgh, 
cannot  be  so  soon  advertised,  that  they  celebntts 
this  fast  upon  the  next  convenient  Wednesday 
thereafter. —Given  under  our  signet  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  and  of  cnir 
reign  the  twenty -seventh  year,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years. 

Per  actum  dommoruin  aecreti  concilii, 

Al.  Gibson,  CL  seer,  aoucilli. 
God  savs  tbs  king. 
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the  2d  tesrioo  of  hiii  majesty's 
^^^^  first  parlkment,  did  ordain  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  in  their  respectiTe 
dioceses,  to  inquire  what  persons  had  taken 
upon  them  to  be  chaplains  in  families,  or  to 
teach  any  public  schools,  or  to  be  pedagogies 
to  the  children  of  persons  of  quality,  and 
to  report;  in  regard  the  said  report  has  not 
been  made,  we  have  renewed  our  former  act, 
and  ordained  a  report  to  be  made  betwixt 
and  the  first  council  day  in  November  next 
**  Having  conceived,  that  it  may  be  a  most 
effectual  expedient  for  preventing  of  con  veu- 
ticles,and  the  like  disorders  in  time  coming, 
that  garrisons  should  be  appointed  in  several 
places ;  we  have  ordained  garrisons  to  be  at 
the  places  underwritten,  via.  at  the  house  of 
Brid^house  in  Linlithgowshire,  at  the  house 
of  Cardross,  at  the  house  of  Glentirring,  at 
the  house  of  Meams  in  Renfrewshire,  at  the 
house  of  Newhouse  in  Kinross,  or  at  the 
house  of  Douchill  in  Kinross,  at  the  house  of 
Dean  in  Kilmarnock,  at  the  house  of  Airdrie 
in  Lanarkshire,  at  the  house  of  Branksham 
or  Newark,  at  the  house  of  Hunthill,  at  the 
house  of  Blane  in  the  Merse,  at  the  house 
of  the  laird  of  Riddel,  and  at  the  Castle 
of  Dumfries :  and  have  issued  out  several 
orders  and  directions  for  the  provision 
and  accommodation  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  several  garrisons,  in  the  manner  at 
length  specified  in  the  report  made  by  the 
committee,  and  approven  by  us ;  wherefore 
a  copy  is  sent  herewith. 

*<  Being  informed  that  the  kirk  of  Caiv 
michael,  at  which  an  indulged  minister  was 
allowed  to  preach,  is  now  vacant  by  the 
decease  of  that  minister,  and  upon  other 
important  considerations,  we  have  ordered 
that  Mr  John  Forest,  who  is  indulged  to 
preach  at  Tillicoultry,  should  be  transported 
to  the  said  kirk  of  Carmichael. 

**  Information  being  given,  that  the  haill 
magistrates  and  people  of  Queensferry, 
except  a  very  few,  withdraw  from  public 
worship ;  we  have  g^ven  order  to  his 
majesty's  advocate  to  process  them:  we 
have  also  ordered  him  to  process  several 
outed  ministers,  for  disorderly  communions, 
in  Tweeddale,  and  some  other  places ;  and 
some  indulged  ministers  in  the  shire  of  Ayr^ 
for  assuming  the  authority  to  appoint  fasts, 


giving  ordination,  and  oontravening  the 
inttnictions  given  them  at  tliar  indulgence, 
of  which  a  particular  aooonat  shall  be  given 
to  your  gnce  at  the  event  of  the  process. 

**  Having  considered  the  act  of  paiiiament 
against  oonventidles,  passed  upon  the  ISth 
of  August,  1670,  and  another  act  of  the  ssid 
parliament,  passed  upon  the  20th  of  thst 
month,  against  separation,  we  find  the  same 
were  to  endure  for  three  years,  unless  hit 
majesty  should  think  fit  to  continae  then 
longer ;  and  by  act  4th,  1672,  they  were 
prolonged :  we  desire  your  grace  may  offer 
it  as  our  opinion  to  his  majesty,  that  it  will 
be  necessary  his  majesty  prorogate  these 
acts  three  years  further,  or  to  ordain  them 
to  continue  in  force,  ay  and  while  hk 
majesty  declare  his  further  pleasure  there- 
anent,  and  that  a  proclamation  be  ordered 
for  that  effect  We  are,  your  grace's  assured 
firiends,"  &c 

The  appointment  of  garrisons  was  the 
fountain  of  so  much  trouble  to  the  country, 
and  these  soldiers  in  them  the  authors  of  so 
much  of  the  following  harassings  of  presby- 
terians,  that  I  must  insert  here  the  act  of 
council  about  them,  of  the  date  July  I3tli 
this  year. 

*'  Act  ajipointmg  garrisons  in  some  places 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
considering  that  it  may  be  a  most  effectual 
expedient  for    preventing  of  conventicles, 
and  the  like  disorders  in  time  to  come,  that 
garrisons   were   appointed  at   the    placet 
underwritten ;   do  ordain  and  appoint  gar- 
risons to  be  at  the  places  afiermentioned, 
viz.  at  the  house  of  Bridghouse  in  Linlith- 
gowshire, at  the  house  of  Cardross  in  Perth- 
shire, at  the  house  of  Glentirring  in  Stirling- 
shire, at  the  house  of  Meams  in  Renfrew- 
shire, at  the  house  of  Douchill  in  Kinross- 
shire,  at  the  house  of  Dean  at  Kilmarnock, 
in  the  bailiary  of  Cuningham  and  shire  of 
Ayr,  at  the  house  of  Airdrie  in  the  shire  of 
Lanark,  at  the  house  of  Newark  in  the  shire 
of  Selkirk,  at  the  house  of  Hunthill  in  the 
shire  of  Roxbui^h,  at  the  house  of  Blane 
in  the  shire  of  Berwick,  at  the  laird  of 
Riddel's  house  in  the  shire  of  Roxbuigh, 
at  the  Castle  of  Dumfries  in  the  ahireof 
Dumfries. 
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"  And  ordain  that  in  ilk  garriaon  there  be 
a  company  of  foot  and  twelye  horae,  and 
that  ilk  two  garriaons  next  adjacent  have 
one  captain  to  command  them ;  and  remit  it 
to  major-general  Monro,  aa  he  shall  find 
the  places  of  the  two  several  garrisons  more 
or  less  oonvenienty  to  put  the  fewer  or 
greater  number  in  either  of  them  for  the 
more  conreniency:  and  that  the  general 
major  ordain  the  officers  to  keep  and  remain 
at  their  respective  gairisons,  and  not  leave 
their  duty  and  charge,  under  the  pain  of 
being  cashiered :  and  that  it  be  not  in  the 
power  of  any  officer  to  grant  furlough  to  any 
soldier,  during  the  time  they  are  in  garrison. 
And  do  ordain  that  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
betwixt  and  the  first  of  August  next,  be  at 
the  several  garrisons  foresaid :  and  that  the 
officers  take  special  care  that  no  prejudice 
be  done  by  the  soldiers  to  the  houses  or 
planting,  but  when  they  shall  be  appointed 
to  remove,  they  shall  leave  them  in  as  good 
condition  as  they  found  the  same. 

^  And  further,  ordain  the  sheriff  of  the 
shire,  bailie  of  the  regality,  or  steward  of 
the  stewartry,  in  which  the  garrisons  are,  to 
convene  any  three  or  four  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  excise  of  the  bounds,  that 
th^  may,  with  the  officer  who  is  to  com- 
mand at  the  respective  garrisons,  sight  the 
said  houses,  that  the  same  may  be  made 
ready  to  receive  the  said  garrisons  at  the 
said  day,  and  the  said  sheriff,  bailie,  or 
steward,  shall  convene  the  said  commission- 
ers, and  three  be  a  quorum,  who  are  hereby 
required  to  cause  furnish  the  respective 
garrisons  with  bedding,  pots,  pans,  coal, 
candle,  as  is  ordinary,  and  set  down  prices 
for  the  com,  hay,  and  straw  for  the  horses, 
as  soon  as  the  same  comes  off  the  ground, 
and  cause  carry  in  and  deliver  to  the  garri- 
sons such  quantities  as  are  necessary  for  the 
horses,  at  the  said  prices,  upon  the  payment 
of  the  price. 

^  And  for  the  provision  and  maintenance 
of  the  said  garrisons,  the  lords  of  council 
reconmiend  to  the  lords  of  treasury,  to 
ordain  Sir  William  Sluu|),  his  miyesty's 
cash-keeper,  to  provide  meal  to  the  soldiers 
at  Leith,  and  other  places,  and  to  deliver 
the  same  by  weight  to  the  officers,  who  are 
likewise  ordered  to  deliver  the  same  to  the 


soldiers  by  weight,  and   that   the 
officers  shall  have  allowance  from 
the  caah-keeper  of  two  shillings   Scots  a 
mile,  for  the  carriage  of  each  horse  load." 

The  council,  upon  August  6th,  this  same 
year,  make  another  act  anent  the  garrison^ 
which  I  insert  likewise  here.  After  a  nar- 
rative of  the  same  nature  with  the  act  abo  ve, 
they  ordain, 

**  That  the  general  nuyor  see  that  the 
officers  be  careful  that  no  disorders  be 
committed  by  them,  or  any  under  them; 
and  that  they  endeavour  to  keep  good 
intelligence  in  the  country  about  them,  in 
order  to  prevent  all  disorderly  meetings; 
and  in  case  any  conventicle  be  held,  whereof 
they  shall  be  informed,  ordain  them  to  use 
their  endeavours  to  apprehend  the  minister, 
or  other  person  preaching  thereat,  and  any 
considerable  persons  present  at  the  same : 
and  likewise  to  secure  any  ministers,  who 
by  sentence  of  council  are  declared  fugitives, 
conform  to  a  particular  list  to  be  given 
under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  clerks  of 
council.  And  upon  information  of  any 
number  of  men  in  arms,  if  they  find  they 
can  give  no  good  account  of  themselves, 
that  they  endeavour  to  dissipate  them,  and 
seize  on  them;  and  likewise  any  persons 
known  to  have  been  in  the  rebellion  1666, 
and  who  have  not  accepted  of  the  benefit  of 
his  majesty's  gracious  act  of  indemnity. 
And  for  the  better  execution  hereof,  the 
officers  of  the  said  garrisons  are  to  keep 
correspondence  among  themselves,  that  no 
inconveniency  &11  out.  Of  which,  and  of 
every  thing  of  moment  that  shall  fall  out, 
they  shall  give  timely  advertisement  to  the 
major-general,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the 
next  commanding  officer,  who  are  to  ac- 
quaint his  majesty's  privy  council,  or  give 
such  orders  as  they  shall  find  convenient*' 

This  appointment  of  garrisons  was  not 
only  unprecedented,  in  time  of  peace,  but, 
by  many,  thought  plainly  contrary  to  law, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  subject :  for  any  thing 
I  can  see,  it  was  purely  owing  unto  the 
virulence  of  the  bishops,  and  their  party  in 
council,  and  enacted  without  any  order  from 
the  court,  or  so  much  as  acquainting  the 
king  with  so  extraordinary  a  step,  until  it 
was  done.    They  were  indeed  approven  by 
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l^-^an  after-miffiTe,  bot   the   oouotrj 
owed  this  opprefsiott  mutniy  to  the 
ariHtrary  managera ;  and,  we  shall  hear  just 
now,  that  some  gentlemen  refused  to  pay 
their  quota  to  the  support  of  these  illegal 
oppressiTe  garrisons.    The  rules  laid  down, 
to  prevent  prejudice  to  the  places  and  conn- 
try  about  where  the  garrisons  were,  did  not 
at  all  answer  the  end;  their  powers  are 
▼ery  large,  and  they  soon  found  pretexts  to 
insult  and  attack  any  in  the  neighbourhood 
they  pleased :  beside,  the  chaiges  of  main- 
taining them,  and  bringing  in  what  went 
under  the  notion  of  proTision  to  them,  was 
a  terrible  burden  to  the  country ;  and  con- 
sidering  the  plain  design  of  their  setting  up, 
and  the  narratiTe  of  the  council's  act  anent 
them,  bearing.  They  were  appointed  for  beaiv 
ing  down  of  conventicles,  that  is,  the  pure 
dispensation  of    the  gospel,  and   for   the 
apprehending  of  honest  ministers  and  others, 
a  good  many  conscientious  persons  refused 
to  contribute  to   their  support;  and  this 
became  new  matter  of  persecution.      In 
short,  this  method  was  most  oppressive  and 
uiyust,  to  send  so  many  rude  soldiers  to 
live,  as  it  were  at  discretion,  and  nestle  in 
a  great  many  loyal  and  peaceable  gentlemen 
and  noblemen's  houses,  to  their  great  dis- 
turbance and  loss.     It  was  pretended,  tliey 
would  guard  them  and  their  tenants  from 
the  hazard  of  conventicles;  but  this  was 
very  hard  upon  persons  who  neither  wanted 
nor  desired  such  guests.     In  the  folloHing 
years  they  were  altered  and  changed,  as  the 
persecutors  found  most  answerable  to  their 
projects ;  and  some  parishes  who  were  reck- 
oned disaffected,  that  is,  most  inclinable  to 
presbytery,  had  two  of  them ;  such  as  Les- 
maliago,  in  the  bouscH  of  Blackwood  and 
Corehouse.    At  length  it  appeared  so  ille- 
gal and  unreasonable,  that  peaceable  gentle- 
men and  subjects,  who  ought  to  be  protected 
by  a  government,  should  be  quartered  upon, 
like  enemies,  in  time  of  peace,  that  it  was 
challenged  at  court ;  and,  after  our  bishops 
had  defended  it  a  while,  they  were  forced 
to  drop  it     However,  the  country  groaned 
under  them  in  various  shapes,  less  or  more 
for  many  years. 

But  to  go  forward  in  my  account  of  the 
ooondl's  procedure  this  year :  upon  the  6th 


of  Angntt,  letters  tffi«tai€OBMMiBing  aganHt 
many  ministen  wore  gmnont,  which  I  ihsll 
ooosider  when  I  ooms  to  the  particular  iaf> 
ferings  of  ministen  this  year;  and,  the  asms 
day,  a  new  ooMmiaaion,  of  the  same  tenor 
and  powers  almost  with  that  granted  hit 
year,  above  narrated,  it  given  for  auppresnog 
of  conventicles  and  church  irrqgularitiet,  to 
the  earls  of  Winton,  Linlithgow,  and  Wigtoa, 
lord  Belhaven,  treasurer-deputOy  I'efistcr 
advocate,  lord  CoUington,  laird  of  Niddry, 
miyor-general  Monro,  or  any  three  of  then. 
And  at  the  same  diet,  the  acts  agauut 
conventicles  are  prorogated  for  three  yesis 
and  aye  and  till  the  king  see  cauae  to  put  a 
stop  to  them,  and  that  by  a  prodamatioa, 
as  was  proposed  in  their  laat  letter  te 
Lauderdale. 

At  the  same  time,  the  council  write  to 
the  earl  of  Murray,  to  execute  the  lawi 
against  keepers  of  conventicles  in  the  shin 
of  Elgin,  and  neighbouring  places,  and  re- 
port I  have  seen  but  very  few  accounts 
from  that  country,  and  therefore  perhaps  it 
may  be  not  unacceptable  to  insert  heres 
well  attested  narrative  of  a  oonsidersble 
reviving  the  small  handful  who  adhered  te 
the  purity  of  the  gospel  in  that  comer,  had 
about  this  time,  which  probably  gave  rise  to 
this  letter  of  the  counciL  There  were  but 
a  few  presbyterian  ministers  remainin^r  be- 
north  Tay,  and  two  or  three  who  laboured 
in  the  work  of  the  gospel,  in  the  shires  of 
Ross  and  Elgin,  now  and  then.  Mr  John 
M'Gilligen,  Mr  Anderson,  Mr  Frazcr,  Mr 
Thomas  Ross,  were  this  summer  very  fre- 
quent, and  much  owned  of  the  Lord  in  their 
work.  I  shall  have  occasion  next  year  to 
give  a  larger  account  of  Mr  M'Gilligen, 
when  he  was  seized;  I  only  here  give  a  hint 
at  a  communion  he  celebrated  in  September, 
which  was  wonderfully  countenanced  with 
the  Divine  presence,  from  some  papers 
before  me,  of  a  very  good  hand. 

Mr  M'Gilligen  was,  with  others  of  the 
presbyterian  ministers  of  that  country,  inter- 
communed  by  the  council  in  August ;  yet 
the  accounts  of  this  did  not  discourage  him 
or  them  in  their  work.  Many  serious 
persons  were  longing  much  to  partake  of  the 
sacrament  of  the  supper ;  and  having  been 
at  much  pains  in  public  preaching,  and  from 
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to  houae,  to  prqiare  them  for  it,  in 

Sopfcomber  this  jttar  he  adminittnited  that 

half  ordintnoe  at  Obadak,  in  the  house  of 

(the)  lady  dowager  of   Fowlia.      There 

Msisted  Um  Mr  Hugh  Anderson  minister 

of  Cromarty,  and  Mr  Alexander  Fraier 

■imater  at  Teriot,  afterwards  at  AbbotshalL 

Mr  Anderson    preached    the    preparation 

lenaon  from  2  Chron.  xzz.  18,  19.    Mr 

MfOiUigen  preached  the  action  sermon  from 

8oog  y.  1.  last  clause.  Mr  Frazer  preached 

in  the  afternoon,  from  Ephes.  t.  16.  and 

Mr  MKSilligen  preached  the  thanksgiring 

•ennon  from  1  Chron.  zzix.  18.    At  this 

laat  sermon  there  was  a  plentiful  efiiision  of 

the  Spirit  upon  a  great  many  present;  and 

the  eldest  Christians  there,  declared  they 

had  not  been  witnesses  to  the  like.    In 

shorty  there  were  so  sensible  and  glorious 

disooveries  made  of  the  Son  of  man,  and 

such  evident  presence  of  the   Master  of 

anemblies,  this  day  and  the  preceding,  that 

the  people  seemed  to  be  in  a  transport,  and 

their  souls  filled  with  heaven,  and  breathing 

thither  while  their  bodies  were  upon  the 

earth;    and  some  were  almost   at   that, 

"  whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of  the  body, 

I  cannot  telL"     Even  some  drops  fell  on 

•tnngers:  there  was  one  poor  man,  who 

had  formeriy  no  profession  of  religion,  but 

came  to  Obsdale  perfectly  out  of  curiosity, 

who  was  sensibly  wrought  upon.    At  his 

return  one  of  his  neighbours  having  got 

notice  where  he  had  been,  said  to  him,  **  He 

wni  a  great  fool  to  lose  his  cow  and  his 

horse,"  which  were  all  he  had  to  sustain 

hhn,  and  assured  him  they  would  be  taken 

from  him.    The  other  answered,  **  You  are 

more  to  be  pitied,  who  was  not  so  happy  as 

to  be  there ;  for  my  part,  if  the  Lord  would 

maintain  in  me  what  I  hope  I  have  won  to, 

i  woold  not  only  part  with  these,  but  my 

head  likewise,  if  called  to  it*' 

At  this  communion,  they  were  very  pro- 
Tidentially  kept  from  disturbance.  The 
design  of  this  solemnity  having  taken  air, 
the  sheriff-depute,  Sir  Roderick  Mackenzie 
of  Finden,  a  moderate  gentleman  if  left  to 
hiBuelf,  by  the  instigation  of  the  bishop, 
•ent  a  party  to  apprehend  Mr  John  M'Oiili- 
gen;  and  expecting  he  would  have  dispensed 
the  sacrament  at  Alness,  the  place  of  his 


residenoe,  the  party  came  thither 
npon  the  Lofd'.  day,  .ad  nMng  *<^^ 
him,  they  fell  a  pillaging  his  orchard,  which 
kept  them  so  long,  that  before  they  oonld 
reach  Obsdale,  the  forenoon's  watk  mm 
over,  and,  npon  notice  given,  the  ministers 
retired.  When  the  party  came  and  missed 
Mr  M'Gilligen,  whom  they  had  only  orders 
to  take,  they  went  off;  and  so  the  ministers 
and  people  met  again  in  the  afternoon,  and 
had  no  more  disturbance.  Thus  the  Lord 
had  a  work  in  that  comer,  and  Satan  raised 
up  opposition  to  it  Mr  M'Gilligen  was 
forced  to  abscond,  and  we  shall  meet  with 
him  next  year. 

No  more  offers  to  me  as  to  the  managers' 
proceedings  in  general,  but  what  will  come 
in  upon  the  particular  accounts,  unless  it 
be,  that  in  December,  the  council  make  a 
new  remit,  and  grant  a  commission  much  of 
the  nature  of  the  former,  unto  the  arch- 
bishops of  St  Andrews  and  Glasgow,  the 
earls  Seaforth  and  Dundonald,  the  presi- 
dent, advocate,  treasurer-depute,  and  earl 
of  Linlithgow,  anent  conventicles.  What 
was  done  by  the  former,  and  this  commis- 
sion, if  any  thing  was  done,  is  not  come  to 
my  hand :  so  I  quit  the  general  account, 
and  come  to  end  this  section  with  some 
particulars  of  the  sufferings  of  some  minis- 
ters, gentlemen,  and  others  this  year.  I 
begin  with  ministers.  The  sufferings  of  the 
indulged,  whose  circumstances  were  not  very 
easy,  I  may  hint  at  upon  the  next  section. 
As  to  others  of  the  outed  ministers;  upon 
the  9th  of  March,  I  find  Mr  John  Greig 
before  the  council,  for  keeping  a  conventicle 
at  Leith-mills.  He  confessed  the  charge,  and 
was  sent  prisoner  to  the  Bass.  This  ishmd 
was  now  turned  the  common  shore  whither 
all  in  these  circumstances  were  sent  Sudi 
who  would  not  satisfy  the  bishops,  were 
ordered  to  this  barren  rock,  where  not  a 
few  died,  particularly  that  worthy  minister 
Mr  John  Blackadder,  and  glorified  God  in 
the  island,  by  his  death :  so  at  length  few 
or  none  compeared,  finding  that  the  Bass 
was  the  least  they  could  expect,  unless  they 
would  comply  with  the  bishops.  After  Mr 
Greig's  lying  in  prison  eight  months,  about 
November  the  council  liberate  him,  and 
confine  him  to  the  parish  of  Carstairs  in 
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^ .  Lanarkshire.  Mr  John  King  was 
'^'  seized  in  the  end  of  May,  but  was 
rescued,  as  we  hare  heard.  November  4th, 
I  tiud  that  Mr  Thomas  Koss,  a  presbyterian 
minister  in  the  shire  of  that  name,  is  appre- 
hended for  conventicles,  and  imprisoned  in 
Tain.  I  have  no  more  about  him,  only  he 
was  brouj^^ht  to  the  Boss,  and  continued  some 
time  there,  with  others  of  his  brethren. 

But  our  managers,  un.satis6ed  with  this 
small  f^^ame  of  picking  up  a  minister  here 
and  there,  give  a  general  stroke  to  most  part 
of  the  outed  miuiHters,  and  when  they  can- 
not reach  the  persons  of  poor  ministers  and 
others,  resolved  to  make  their  lives  as  bitter 
and  uneasy  to  them  as  may  be,  and  to  ex- 
pose them,  and  such  who  shall  converse 
with  them,  to  all  hazards  and  difficulties 
that  follow  an  intercommuning.  Many  of 
them,  with  some  gentlemen,  yea,  ladies,  liad 
been  last  year  declared  fugitives,  but  now 
they  go  further,  and  upon  the  6th  of  August, 
letters  of  intercommuning  are  given  out  by 
the  council  against  more  than  a  hundred 
persons,  whereof  sixteen  or  eighteen  arc 
ministers.  The  letters  themselves  I  have 
insert  below.^     The  ministers  are,  Mt'ssrs 


David  WilliamtoB,  Alexander  Moncrirf, 
William  Wisheart,  Thomas  Hogg  in  Ro«^ 
Oeoi]ge  Johnston,  Robert  Gillespie,  Johi 
MKjilligen,  John  Ross,  Thomas  Hofg  is 
Stirlingshire,  William  Erskine,  James  Don- 
aldson, Andrew  Anderson,  Andrew  Morton, 
Donald  Cargill,  Robert  Maxwell  elder  wd 
younger,  James  Fraier  of  Brae,  John  Ki^; 
and  with  these  a  good  many  gentlemen  sad 
ladies  were  joined ;  Sir  John  KirkaldyeUtr 
of  (irange,  Durham  of  Largo,  Hamilton  sf 
Kinkel,  Aniot  of  Pitdmm,  lady  Balcanqjal. 
lady  Colleniy,  lady  Pittendreich,  lady  Wfait^ 
banks,  lady  Pittalpie,  and  many  othen  to  W 
seen  in  the  letters  themselves.  ThoK 
letters  of  intercommuning  were  the  ntmott 
our  managers  could  go  upon  non -compos 
ance ;  and  by  our  ^^cots  law  every  pcnm 
wlio  harboured,  entertuned,  or  convemi 
with  them,  wa.s  to  be  habit  and  repale 
guilty  of  their  crimes,  and  prosecuted  »• 
cordingly.  Perhaps  it  was  every  way  witfc- 
out  a  parallel,  that  so  many  Indies  and  gffr 
tie  women  married,  should  he  pnt  in  sack 
circumstances;  but  this  was  to  strike  tke 
greater  terror  on  their  husbands  and  otliff 
gentlewomen.    The  ministers  here  Tomei 


•  Lcttcra  of  interxommuninp^y  August,  6,  l(i75. 

Charlc.H,  by  the  grace  of  (Joel,  kiiip  of  Great 
Britain,  Fi-ance,  and  Jrelaml,  del'under  ol'  the 
faith  ;  tu  our  lovitu, 

mncers,  or  inei()ieni;eni  at  arms,  our  sheriflfa  in 
that  imrt,  ronjnnrtly  and   severally,   specially 
ronstitutp,   (^et'ting :    Forasmuch  as  upon  the 
twenty-fifth,    twuntr -seventh,    twenty-eighth, 
twenty-ninth,  and  thirtieth  days  of  July,  one 
thousand  six   hundred  and  seventy- four  years, 
the  persons  underwritten  were  at  the  iniirket- 
rrosH>8  of  Haddington,  Lanark,  Cu|»ar,  Perth, 
Dunlermline,    Stirling,  Glasgow,  J/mlithgow, 
and     Kdinburf;h,     successive    and     rcai>ective 
orderly  dpnouiired  our  rehels,    and  put  to  our 
h«ni,  by  virtue  of  letters  of  denunciation  raised, 
used,  and  execute  at  the  inntance  of  our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  counsellor.  Sir  John  Nisbet  of 
pirleton  knight,  our  advocate  for  our  intei*est, 
for  their  not  compearing  personally  before  the 
lord"*  of  our  privy  council,  upon  the  sixteenth 
riiiy  of  July  the  said  year  1674,  to  have  answer- 
ed  and   underlieu  the   law,  for  their  keeping, 
and  being  present  at  house  and  field  conventi- 
cles, at  the  places  following,  and  convocating 
people  thereto,   viz.    at  Inveresk,    Kdmonston 
rhapel,  WiNilmet,  Corstorphin,  Magdalen  chapel, 
»nd   oilier  places,    or  one  or  other  of   them, 
•T  near  to  them  ;  and  for  their  contemptuous 
invading  and  intruding  themhelvea  in  the  pulpits 
and  churches  of  Cramond,    1- organ,  Kirkma- 
ho,  and  others,   in  the  months  of  April,  May. 
^fnf  June,  the  said  year  1674,  cunirary  U>  xUt 
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>  laws  and  acts  of  parliameot  made  there-agaiM^ 
!  in  manner  and  at  length  specified  in  the  princi- 
pal complaint  raised  against  them  therranort, 
viz.  Mr  David  Williamson,  Mr  Alexander 
Moucrief,  Mr  William  Wishart,  Mr  Thonv 
Hogg    in    UosH,    Mr   George    Johnston,    Ur 

Robert  Gillespie,  Mr M'Killigen  in  R«^ 

Mr  John  lioAM,  Mr  'lliomas  llo^  in  SdrliHu 
shire,  Mr  William  Krsklne  in  Tcvioldalib 
Mr  James  Donaldson,  Mr  Andrew  Andirna. 
Mr  Andrew  Morton,  Mr  Donald  CaifiB, 
Mr  Robert  Maxwells  elder  and  yoaiicir, 
and  James  Frazer  of  Rraes:  and  yikluM^ 
upon  the  fourth  and  sixth  days  of  July,  tbesU 
year  1674,  the  persons  underwritten  were  M 
the  market- crosses  of  Cupar,  Falkland,  lad 
Perth,  successive  and  respective  orderly  dh^ 
nounced  our  rebels,  and  put  to  our  bom  hx 
virtue  of  letters  of  denunciation,  raiaed,  vm, 
and  execute  at  the  Instance  of  our  said  advocalSi 
for  our  interest,  against  them,  for  their  nn 
compearing  personally  before  tbo  lorda  of  Mr 

Jtrivy  council,  upon  the  twenty-fifth  day  af 
Fune,  the  said  year  1674,  to  have  answered  and 
underlien  the  law,  for  their  keeping  and  being 
present  at  house  or  field  conventicles,  at  i^tseoltj 
Muir,  Ravensheugh,  Kinkell,  Balmennorh,  ana 
other  places,  and  convocating  persons  tbcflvlBb 
and  for  lesetting  and  entertaining  outed  mini^ 
ters  in  the  parishes  of  Stramiglu,  Abemetfa^, 
and  Auchtermuchty,  in  the  months  of  Apni» 
May,  and  June,  the  said  year  lt»74,  coiitnury  Is 
the  luwH  and  act^  of  parliament  made  ther»- 
^;ifg,vi\ust,  ill  wanner  and  at  length  specified  in 
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who  had  been  delated  as  most  ao- 
reaching  the  gospel,  and  the  gentle- 
others  were  such  as  had  supported 
yst    We  heard,  the  soldiers  have 


ipal  complaint,  raised  against  them 
It,  viz.  Sir  John  Kirkaldy  of  Granp 
-  Hamilton  of  Kinkell,  James  Hamil- 
other,  John  Geddy  in  Falkland,  John 
t>f  Fitgrumzies  elder  and  younger, 
1  A  mot  in  Newhnrgh,  Mr  Thomas 
Collessy,  Andrew  Arnot  merchant  in 
,  Thomas  Shaw  elder  of  Gospitrie, 
AW  his  Kon,  Henry  Shaw  in  Balgony, 
leming  in  Balbuthie,  William  Sbeth- 
Lundimill,  John  Miller  jn  Dinork, 
Kinnier  merchant  in  St  Andrews, 
lomson  in  Fawfield,  — —  Gowan  in 
t>bert  Ilerbertson  in  Tarbet,  and— — 
portioner  of  Colsey  :  as  also  upon  the 
and  siKtoenth  days  of  July,  the  said 
b,  the  persons  underwritten,  were  at 
«t.cros8es  of  Cupar  and  Forfar,  suc- 
id  respective  orderly  denounced  our 
id  put  to  our  horn,  by  virtue  of  letters 
elation,  raised,  used,  and  executed  at 
loe  of  our  said  advocate,  for  our  interest, 
not  compearing  personally  before  the 
Nir  privy  council,  upon  the  ninth  day 
the  said  year  IG74,  to  have  answered 
prlien  the  law,  for  their  keeping  and 
sent  at  house  and  field  conventicles,  at 
Jine,  Cleish,  Orval,  and  others,  and 
•  inviting  and  countenancing  outed 
I  in  their  invasion  and  intrusion  upon 
and  pulpiu  of  Forgan,  Balmerinoch, 

Moonsey,  and  Auchtermuchty,  and 
bem  preach  and  pray  therein,  and  for 
Dg,  resetting,  and  entertaining  Mr 
lab,  adeclan^  and  proclaimed  traitor,  in 
laes  an<l  elsewhere,  and  conducting  and 
g  him  through  several  places  in  Fife, 
tile  manner,  and  threatening  those  %vho 
pprehend,    molest,  and   interrupt  the 

John  Welsh,  atid  others  in  his  com- 
the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June, 
rear  1674,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  acU 
nent  made  thereagainst,  in  manner  and 
I  specified  in  the  principal  complaint, 
{ainst  them  thereanent,    viz.  lliomas 

iritor  in    Ken  noway  parish,  • 

lady  Colville,  John  Adam  bailie  of 
o,  James  I'ryde  in  Nether  Urquhart, 
Joventr}'  in  Arlary,  John  Henderson 
Dbert  Stark  in  MiUs  of  Forth.  William 

Cupar  of  Fife,  John  White   there, 

CWdesdale  there, lady  Bal- 

colonel  llobcrt  Halket,  John  Smith  In 

John  Balfour  in  LfCthum,  Alexander 
n  Friertoun,  George  Spence  in  Fordel, 

Melville  in  the  Bumside, Ward- 

tar  in   Kirktoun,  Colville,  lady 

D  Dinnino  parish,  James  Grieve  in 
raws,  Andrew  Kinnier  there,  James 
Id  Kingsbams,  Mr  James  Bonnarof 

m,  John  Scot  in  Lathones,  lady 

,  and  David  and  Alexander  Campbells 
ddy:    and  siklike   upon   the    twenty- 

{'  of  July,  the  said  year  1674s  the  persons 
tten,    viz.    W^illiam     Livingstone    of 
rdi,  -     Farquharson  of  ohielbrae, 

the   roarket-rnwts  of  Stirling,  orderly 


commission   to  pick   them  all  up, 
where  they  can  hear  of  them  ;  and 
after  Bothwell-bridge  great  numbers  were 
added  to  this  large  roll ;  and  converse  with. 


denounced  our  rebels,  and  put  to  our  bom,  bv 
virtue  of  letters  of  denunciation,  raised,  useil, 
and  execute  at  the  Instance  of  our  sidd  advocate, 
for  our  Interest,  for  their  not  compearing  por- 
sonally  before  tho  lords  of  our  privy   council, 
upon  the  sixteenth  day  of  Julv,  the  said  year 
1674,  to  have  answered  and  underlien  the  law, 
for  their  keeping  and  beiug  present  at  house  and 
field  conventicles,  at  Tor  wood,  Cowie,  Airth, 
Frosk,  Carbrock,  or  in  or  about  one  or  other  of 
these  places,  where  they  heard  Mr  John  Welsh, 
Mr  Gabriel  Semple,    iVIr  Samuel  Arnot,  and 
some  other  outed  ministers,  or  one  or  other  of 
them ;  and  for  Inviting  and  convocating  divers 
persons  to  the  said  conventicles,  and  for  supply- 
ing, harbouring,  entertaining,  or  corresponding 
with  the    said    outed    ministers,    and    divers 
others  our  rebels,  In  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  1674,   contrary  to  the  laws  and  acts  of 
parliament  made  thereagainst.    In  manner  and 
at  length  mentioned  in  the  principal  complaint, 
raised  against  them  thereanent :  as  also  upon 
the  twenty-second,  twenty-seventh,  and  twenty- 
ninth    days   of    August,    and   second    day  of 
November,    the  said   year    1674,   the  persons 
underwritten    were  at  the   market-crosses    of 
Eklinburgh,  Dumbarton,  and    Perth,    orderly 
denounc4^  our  rebels,  and  put  to  our  bom,  by 
virtue  of  letters  of  denunciation,  raised,  used, 
and  executed  at  the  instance  of  our  said  advo- 
cate,  for  our  interest,  for  their  not  compearing 
personally  before   the  lords  commissioners    of 
our  privy  council  at  Stirling,  upon  the  eighteenth 
day  of  August,  and  ninth  day  of  September, 
the  said  year  1674,  to  have  answered  and  under- 
lien the  law,  for  their  being  present  at  house 
and  field  conventicles,  and  withdrawing  them- 
selves from  the  public  ordinances  in  their  own 
parish  cburdies,  for  having  had  their  children 
baptized  at  these  disorderly  meetings,  or  for  hav. 
ing  invited  outed  ministers  to  Intrude  and  invade 
pulpits,   and  having  convoeate  people  to  hear 
them  therein,  or  having  heard  them  themselves ; 
at  the  least,  for  harbouring,  resetting,  supplying, 
or  corresponding  with    Mr  John  AV'elsh,  and 
other  declared  rebels  and  traitors,  in  April,  May, 
June,  and  July,  the  nid  year  1674,  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  made  there- 
against, in  manner  and  at  length  mentioned  in 
the  principal  complaint,  raised  against   them 
thereanent,  viz.  James  Somerwel  at  the  Boat  of 
Cardross,  Henry  Dow  of    Westerpolder,   Mr 
John  Kinff  chaplain  to  the  lord  Cardross,  John 
Doik  portioner  of  Murdlston,  the  lady  Pitten- 
dreich  in  Logic  parish,  Robert  Fork  portioner 
of  Kilpatrick,  James  Muir  portioner  of  Bordl- 
ston,  and  John  Starks  elder  and  younger  of 
Balknock  :    as  also  upon  the  twenty-seventh, 
twenty-eighth,  and  twenty-ninth  days  of  Octo- 
ber, 1674,  the  persons  underwritten  were  at  the 
market-crosses  of  Cupar  in  Fife,  St  Andrews, 
and  Dunfermline,  orderly  denounced  our  rebels, 
and    put  to  our  horn,    by  virtue   of  letters  of 
denunciation,  raised,  used,  and  executed  at  the 
instance  of  our  said  advocate,  for  our  mt«r«ii> 
against  them,  for  t\ie\T  notoainvcAsAKi^ v<KwmS\i 
before  the  lorda  commVnVwx^tm  o\  «>»   V^'^l 
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and  reset  of  them,  wns  one  of  the  | 
^       •  great    pretexts    of    harassin|^   the 
country,  and  debauching  their  consdenoes 
with  oaths. 

I  come  now  to  the  hardships  put  upon 
my  lord  Cardross,  that  pious  and  excellent 
nobleman,  and  some  gentlemen  this  year. 
To  begrin  with  the  trouble  that  noble  lord 
met  with,  we  have  heard,  that  towards  the 
end  of  May,  when  my  lord  was  at  Edin- 
burgh, a  party  of  the  guards,  under  Sir 
Mungo  Murray,  came  to  the  house  of  Car- 
dioss,  under  cloud  of  night,  and  committed 
a  most  evident  riot,  and  seized  Mr  Robert 
Lauflrlands,  after  the  revolution  minister  of 


coaiidl  at  Cupar  of  Fife,  upun  the  fiflLeeth  day 
of  September,  the  eaid  year  167i>  to  have 
answered  and  underlien  the  law,  for  their  bein^ 
present  at  houae  and  field  conventiclea,  and  their 
withdrawing  from  the  public  ordinances  in 
their  own  parish  churcbi%  for  having  had 
children  baptized  at  these  disorderly  meetings  ; 
at  the  least,  for  having  invited  outed  ministers 
to  intrude  and  Invade  pulpits,  and  having  con- 
vocate  people  to  hoar  them  therein,  or  having 
heard  them  themselves;  at  the  least,  for  har- 
bouring, FMetting,  supplying,  or  corresponding 
with  Mr  John  Welsh,  and  other  declared 
rebels  and  traitors,  in  April,  May,  June,  and 
July,  the  said  year  1674)  contrary  to  the  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament  made  thereagainst,  in 
manner  and  at  length  mentioned  in  the  principal 
complaint,  raised  against  them  thereanent,  viz. 
-— —  Symer  of  Brathnesn,  William  Crawford 
of  Powmill,  John  Lundy  of  Baldstard,  Mr 
James  Lcntron,  and  Helen  Inglis  his  spouse, 
John  Collier  of  Lo<:hgeIlv,  dame  Anna  lliddel, 
ladv  Collerny,  — •  ladies  Uiifhanks  elder 
ancl  younger,  Johb-  Fairfoul  of  Kinloch,  and 
dame  Margaret  Farquhar,  lady  Halhill :  and 
aiklike  upon  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, the  said  year  1674,  the  perilous  under- 
written, viz.  Hamilton  relict  of  Francis 

Galloway  of  Todshaugh,  Simeon  Alexander 
feuar  and  tenant  in  Kirkliston,  and  James 
Wilkie  tenant  in  Cliftonliall,  were  orderly 
denounced  our  rebels,  and  put  to  our  horn,  by 
virtue  of  letters  of  denunciation,  raised,  used, 
and  executed  at  the  instance  of  our  said  advo- 
cate, for  our  interest,  against  them,  for  their 
not  compearing  personally  before  the  lords  com- 
mis^iioners  of  our  privy  council  at  Edinburgh, 
upon  the  16th  day  of  September,  1674,  to  have 
answered  and  underlien  the  law,  for  their  being 
present  at  house  and  field  conventicles,  and 
withdrawing  from  the  public  ordinances  in  their 
own  parish  churches,  and  having  had  their 
children  baptized  in  these  disorderly  meetings, 
and  for  their  inviting  outed  ministers  to  preach 
thereat,  and  convocating  people  thereto,  and  for 
harbouring,  resetting,  supplying,  and  corre- 
sponding with  certain  outed  ministers,  declared 
ivbels  and  traitors,  in  April,  May,  June,  July, 
August,  and  September,  the  said  year  1674, 
etoinry  to  the  Jaws  and  acta  of  parlUment 


Elgin  of  Murray,  whom  we  ahall  afterwards 
meet  with,  at  this  time  gOTemor  to  my  lord 
Cardrosa  his  brother,  thehonoarable  ooloael 
Erskine  of  Camock,  yet  aUve,  whoae  bright 
character  his  modesty  will  not  allow  me  to 
enter  upon.  And  they  broke  up  chests, 
and  broke  in  upon  my  lord's  closet  and 
papers.  What  their  orden  were,  or  from 
whom,  is  a  secret;  for  they  would  prodace 
none,  but  their  pretext  was  to  seize  Mr 
John  King,  upon  some  infommtion  or  other 
they  had  got  of  bis  preaching.  As  soon  as 
my  lord  had  notice  of  this,  being  at  Edin- 
burgh, he  applied  to  the  priyy  ooundl  bj  a 
petition,  complaining  of  this  illegal  attempt 


made  tbercagalnat,  in  mannar  and  at  Irnctk 
mentioned  in  the  principal  compUintt  raM 
against  them  thereanent,  as  the  «id  rcspcciiTC 
lettiTi  of  denunciation  above-written,  daly 
execute  and  registrate  (conform  to  tb«  act 
of  parliament)   produced   in    preMOce   of  eur 

Erivy  council,  bnra.  At  the  prooeas  of  whft 
om  the  forenamed  peraona  lie  and  rcBaiii 
taking  no  regard  thereof,  nor  of  oar  authonty 
and  uwi ;  and  are  encouraged  to  oontinoe  ia 
their  rebellion,  by  the  reaet,  aapply,  and  inter- 
oomronniug  which  they  have  with  several  J 
their  friends  and  acquaintances,  to  the  bigk 
contempt  of  as,  our  authority  and  Inwa.  Oir 
will  is  nerefore,  and  we  charge  voa  atraitly  aai 
command,  that  incontinent,  tbir  our  lettin 
seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market*  croasea  of  Edinbaif  k, 
Haddington,  Lanark,  Cupar,  Perth,  Daa- 
fermline,  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Linlithgow,  and 
other  places  needful,  and  thereat,  in  our  name 
and  authority,  command  and  charge  all  aoi 
sundry  our  lieges  and  subjects,  that  thry,  usr 
none  of  them  praume  nwr  take  upon  hand  ts 
reaet,  supply,  or  Interoommune  with  any  of  the 
foresaid  peraons  our  rebels,  for  the  cause*  forr* 
said,  nor  furnish  them  with  meat,  drink,  booie, 
harbour,  victual,  nor  uo  other  thing  uaeful  sr 
comfortable  to  them,  nor  have  intelligence  witk 
them  by  word,  writ,  or  message,  or  any  ether 
manner  of  way,  under  the  pain  to  be  repntrdand 
estoemed  art  and  part  with  them,  in  the  rriian 
foresaid,  and  pursued  therefore  with  all  rigear, 
to  the  terror  of  others ;  requiring  hereby  all 
sherilfs,  Stewarts,  bailies  of  regalities  and  bsUi- 
aries,  and  their  deputes,  and  magiatraies  of 
burghs,  to  apprehend  and  commit  to  prison  any 
of  the  persons  above-written,  our  rebela,  whsiu 
they  ahall  find  within  their  respective  juriadk- 
tions,  according  to  justice,  as  you  will  answvrtn 
us  thereupon.  The  which  to  do,  we  commit  to 
you,  conjunctly  and  severally,  our  full  power  kj 
these  our  letters,  delivering  them  by  you  dnijr 
execute,  and  indorsed  again  to  the  bearer. — Given 
under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,  the  sixth  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  six  hundred  aevnity  and 
five  years,  and  of  our  reigu  the  twcnty-aeveutla 
year. 


Per  actum  dominorum  seereti  concUiL 

Al.  GiBsov,  CI.  eecr.  concilii. 


CHAP.  X.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OP  SCOTLAND. 


Q89 


upon  his  house.  The  petition,  which  in 
all  points  my  lord  wan  readj  to  make  good, 
gives  the  best  aecotmt  of  this  matter,  and 
withal  shell's  the  iijustice  of  these  times, 
when,  instead  of  redress,  my  lord  had  a 
libel  formed  against  him,  and  a  most  nnjust 
dacreel  past    The  petition  follows. 

*  To  ike  hommrable  the  lords  of  his  majesty  s 
most  honourable  privy  cotmcH^  the  /uanble 
petition  of  Henry  lord  CardrosSf  sheiceth, 
**  That  I  your  petitioner  being  in  Edin- 
boi^gh,  and  baring  left  my  wife  at  home  all 
alone,  8ir  Mango  Murray,  accompanied 
with  Walter  Stuart,  Henry  Graham,  George 
Murray,  James  Spotiswood,  Andrew  Hume, 
and  others,  did,  in  a  most  riotous  and  tu- 
maltuary  manner,  come  into  my  house  of 
Gardross  nnder  silence  of  night,  and  there 
eonmanded  the  gates  to  be  opened  to  them, 
threatening  to  break  up  the  gates,  and  to 
bam  the  house;  and  though  their  names 
were  soberly  desired  to  be  known,  which 
was  very  necessary  in  tlwt  part  of  the 
country,  which  in  effect  is  in  the  Highlands, 
md  at  midnight,  your  petitioner  and  his 
■M  rants  1)eing  from  home,  and  there  being 
obIj  a  lady  with  child  in  the  house,  yet  they 
weald  give  no  other  answer  but  that  they 
ware  Scotsmen,  which  answer  was  so  far 
from  obliging  any  to  obedience,  that  it  justly 
oeoasioned  jealousy. 

"  Notwithstanding  of  which,  the  gates 
being  at  last  opened  to  thom,  they  did,  in  a 
most  tumultuary  manner,  enter  the  same, 
and  abuse  the  whole  house,  affrighting  your 
petitiooer^s  wife,  who  was  with  child,  and 
extending  their  incivility  to  such  a  barbarous 
height,  that  they  forced  her  to  rise  from  her 
bedy  that  they  might  search  her  chamber ; 
and  albeit  they  knew,  as  shall  be  proven, 
that  the  little  room  off  the  dining-room  was 
yoor  petitioner's  own  closet,  and  that  your 
petitioner  himself  was  at  Edinburgh,  and 
my  wife  assured  them,  upon  her  word  of 
honour,  that  there  was  nothing  there  but 
papers,  lying  so  open,  and  in  such  a  confu- 
sion, that  she  could  suffer  none  to  enter, 
especially  at  such  a  time  of  the  night,  and  in 
such  a  number ;  yet  they  threatened  to  break 
open  the  door,  and  so  did  enter  where  your 
petitioner's  papers  of  greatest  importance 
II. 


were     exposed    to    the     greatest 
danger. 

"Likcas,  they  having  seised  upon  the 
persons  of  Hr  John  King  my  own  chaplain, 
and  Mr  Robert  Langlands  governor  to  my 
brothers,  who  were  his  majesty's  free  lieges, 
neither  acted  nor  denounced  for  any  fact  or 
crime,  and  who  were  not  hiding  themselves, 
but  peaceably  lying  in  their  beds,  they  carried 
them  most  insolently  from  your  petitioner's 
house,  who  was  answerable  for  them,  and 
absolutely  refused  to  show  any  order :  and 
though  your  petitioner's  wile  did  roost 
earnestly  desire  that  they  would  not  carry 
away  her  servants  till  she  should  come  down 
stairs  and  speak  with  them,  yet  they  did 
reftLse  her  that  small  favour,  which  ww* 
possibly  very  necessary  for  her  service,  upon 
some  domestic  considerations. 

"  This  being  the  true  state  of  the  case,  it 
is  humbly  referred  to  your  lordships'  eon* 
sideration,  what  a  sad  condition  his  majesty's 
subjects  are  in,  when  they  are  prostitute  to 
such  illegal  and  unwarrantable  acts,  uevrr 
formerly  practised  in  Scotland,  nor  so  much 
as  known  to  oar  happy  neighbours ;  so  that 
we  find  the  effects  of  ww  under  a  profound 
peace,  and  must  pay  such  as  oppress  us. 

**  But  that  your  lordships  may  the  better 
reflect  upon  this  unwarrantable  act, you  will 
be  pleased  to  consider,  1st,  That  none  of 
his  majesty's  guards,  nor  none  else  can 
apprehend  the  persons  of  free  men,  except 
in  the  case  of  treason  ;  and  the  most  they 
can  do,  is  to  secure  them  under  caution : 
for  execution  can  in  no  law  precede  sentence, 
and  imprisonment  is  the  severest  of  execu- 
tions, because  it  ruins  a  man's  affairs,  and 
deprives  him  of  liberty,  which  is  the  l>c8t 
and  noblest  part  of  property.  2do,  Tliou^'h 
they  might  apprehend,  as  they  cannot,  any 
single  man's  person,  yet  to  be  sure  they  can- 
not threaten  to  break  up  doors,  nor  invade 
houses  under  silence  of  night;  for  even 
letters  of  caption  cannot  warrant  to  do  that, 
unless  it  be  first  proven  to  a  judge  that 
entry  in  his  majesty's  name  was  refused. 
3tio,  Wliatever  might  be  said  for  the  appre- 
hending of  fugitives,  for  whom  none  is 
answerable,  and  where  there  may  be  hazard 
in  the  delay,  yet  as  to  servants,  for  whom 
your  petitioner  was  answerable^  conform  to 

1  o 


290 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


IBOOK  II. 


the  late  act  of  council,  it  is  certainly  I 
without  all  warrant  to  apprehend  any 
tuch ;  and  it  were  strange  that  heritors  must 
hoth  g:i ve  honds,  and  must  yet  be  liable  to  have 
their  houses  made  open  at  such  unseasonable 
times.  4to,  Your  petitioner  Graves  leave  to 
plead  so  for  a  privilege  common  to  him  with 
your  lordships,  as  to  allege,  that  the  houses 
of  noblemen,  who  have  the  honour  to  be 
bom  his  majesty's  counsellors,  and  who  are 
privileged  by  our  old  laws,  cannot  be  sum- 
marily searched,nor  have  their  servants  taken 
from  them ;  and  if  your  lordships  will  con- 
sider the  consequences  that  will  arise  from 
this  practice,  to  yourselves  and  successors, 
and  other  peers,  you  will  certainly  find,  that 
as  this  has  never  been  practised  in  Scotland, 
so  it  were  dangerous  and  dishonourable  that 
any  soldiers  or  others  should  have  it  in  their 
power  to  force  an  entry  into  your  houses, 
to  force  your  ladies  from  their  bed,  to  search 
into  your  closets  where  your  papers  of 
importance  lie  open,  in  your  absence;  so 
that,  in  the  midst  of  your  greatest  solenmi- 
ties,  or  when  you  desire  most  to  be  private, 
you  shall  never  be  able  to  be  master  of  your 
own  houses,  or  quiet,  but  that  insolent  sol- 
diers shall  be  allowed  to  disturb  your 
solenmities,  and  pry  into  your  secrets  at 
their  pleasure.  5to,  Though  this  were 
allowable,  as  it  is  not,  yet  they  should  have 
showed  their  names  and  orders  before  they 
entered,  else  robbers  may  enter  upon  such 
pretexts,  and  the  subjects  ndll  be  brought  to 
that  fatal  necessity,  as  either  to  allow  an 
entry  to  every  vagabond,  or  fall  under  the 
compass  of  disobeying  his  majesty :  but  to 
seize  upon  any  person  without  showing 
special  order,  was  that  which  wanted  all 
warrant  and  example,  .and  shall,  as  I  hope, 
want  all  countenance  and  allowance.  6to, 
Though  a  warrant  had  been  enough,  as  it 
was  not,  yet  there  could  not  be  a  warrant 
to  seize  Mr  Robert  Langlands;  and  so 
conscious  were  they  of  their  own  guilt  in 
this  particular,  that  they  dismissed  him,  but 
not  till  they  had  carried  him  ten  miles,  and 
kept  him  a  day  and  a  night  prisoner ;  and 
siu-e  he  was  either  unlawfully  taken,  or,  if 
lawfully  taken,  unlaT^-fully  dismissed :  and  if 
this  be  lawful,  then  it  must  be  lawful  by  the 
same  rule  to  take  any  of  the  lieges,  when 


most  concerned  about  tlungs  moat  import- 
ant, as  going  to  be  mairied,  when  going  to 
redeem  a  wadset,  or  transact  an  aibir  of  the 
greatest  moment :  to  that  any  body  may  be 
afironted  and  mined  in  an  ailiitniy  way  by 
private  soldiers. 
**  May  it  therefore  please  yoor  lordships 
to  consider  a  riot  aggreged  by  m 
many  illegal   circarastanoes,  a  rioC 
which  can  have  no  pretext,  and  which 
showeth  openly  so  macfa  malioe,  f  hit 
it  needs  neither  be  enforced  iqMa 
your  lordships,  nor  can  it  be  answered 
by  the  actors :  and  that  yoor  hii4- 
ships  will  let  people   see,  in  ths 
severity  of  your  punishment,  thst 
you  will  protect  tlie  people  not  oaljr 
by  his  majesty's  guards  bat  by  Ui 
laws;   and  that  those  guards  art 
public    servants,  and   not  abtolote 
masters;  and  that  aa    you  wooU 
punish  those  that  oppoee  them,  « 
you  will  punish  them  when  thfj 
oppress  others." 

From  this  treatment  of  a  nobleman's  hooM 
and  family,  we  may  easily  gueaa  what  arfai* 
trary  methods  the  officers  and  soldiers  took 
with  the  common  country  people  and  houiei; 
and  indeed  their  illegal  and  ensnaring  stepi 
with  them,  were  so  many  and  odd,  that  I 
cannot  insist  upon  them.  Some  instancw 
here  and  there  may  come  in  afterwardi. 
Notwithstanding  of  the  force  of  matter  of 
fact  and  reasoning  in  this  petition,  so  great 
was  the  iniquity  of  these  times»  that  thia 
matter  was  turned  to  a  handle  for  praae- 
cuting  this  noble  lord.  Some  country  peopla 
who  had  profited  by  Mr  John  King's  coa- 
versation  and  sermons,  hearing  he  was  seized 
did  gather  together,  and  forcibly  took  Ur 
King  from  the  soldiers.  The  drcumstancea 
of  this  rescue  are  not  come  to  my  handi^ 
but  the  consequents  of  it  were  very  heavy 
upon  the  noble  family  of  Cardroas. 

When  the  soldiers  came  in,  and  repra- 
sented  the  attempt  made  upon  them,  and 
no  doubt  magnified  it,  the  council  perfectly 
neglected  the  consideration  of  the  above 
petition,  and  apply  themselves  to  avenge  the 
affront  the  soldiers  got,  upon  my  loni  and 
his  tenants.    And  a  committee  is  named,  aa 
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hath  been  noticed,  and  the  best  way  they  whence  he  came  to  UoUand,  where 
can  find,  is  to  a  draw  a  counter  libel  a^nst  he  continued  till  he  made  a  happy 
that  noble  lord,  and  upon  the  severe  laws  return  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  at  the 
DOW  in  being,  and  the  testimony  of  the  sol-  late  glorious  revolution.  After  the  writing 
diers,  they  could  not  want  pretexts,  and  of  what  is  above,  I  have,  by  the  favour  of 
lodge  all  this  matter  upon  my  lord,  though  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Buchan,  the 
at  the  time  of  the  riot  and  attempt  upon  the  state  of  his  excellent  father's  process,  drawn 
soldiers  he  was  in  Edinburgh.  And  upon  up  by  himself  and  his  lawyers  at  this  time, 
the  £th  of  August,  this  matter  comes  to  a  which  I  have  added  in  a  note,*  as  con- 
hearing  before  the  council,  and  they  pass  a  

decreet  against   Henry  lord   Cardross  in       T^^%"V{ng^ii^uh^iC!^^ 

common  form.     In  short  it  bears,  **  That  insunce,  against  the  lord  Cardron  and  his  lady, 

whereas  Mr  JohnKing,anirreguLir  preacher,  *»*'**"«  ^^»  "^^^X*  ^T^""^  S"""^"'  ♦'^^"'•'"m* 

*   ifv       1         1.     •        1  ^^*"  convened  for  keeping  of  conrenticles  in  his 

upon  the  of  May  last,  having  been  houne,  he  befog  present  at  them  in  the  months 

apprehended  by  a  party  of  soldiers,  was  in  of  May,  June,  and  July,  one  thousand  six  hun- 

TF    J  _j.'  J  r         A.\.  al       i:   J  <1**«^  threescore  fourteen  years,  and  since,  and 

the  daytime  rescued  from  them;  tiiey  find  ^4,^^  ^e  was  accessory  to  the  deforcing  of  the 

Uenry  lord  Cardross  art  and  part  in  that  party  that  apprehended  Mr  John  King,    by 

.tt*B.pt  upon  hU  majesty,  forces.  be«juse  :^d'^';:':^\'\:^Z"i:^:^X'4l^*^i 

aorne  of  his  servants  were  there.     They  harbour  Mr  John  King,  since  his  denunciation, 

likewise  find  the  lady  Cardross  to  have  been  »"  bis  house  for  several  months,  and  did  dis- 

^    ^  ^1  J  xi.  ^  suade  orthodox  ministers  to  officiate  under  th« 

present  at  many  conventicles,  and  that  my  bishops,   and  persuaded  them  to  leave  their 

lord  had  kept  Mr  John  King,  a  rebel,  in  his  charges.    The  lord  Cardmss  having  compeared, 

bouse,  and  therefore  they  order  the  lorf  ?****  **"  defencw  against  the  libel,  that  in  so 

UVUVI7,  •««  i.m*««w«  i,«i^j  V    ^     •«      ^  "  far  as  concerned  his  lady,  by  no  law  could  he  be 

Cardross  to  enter  the  castie  of  Edinbuigh,  obliged  to  a  violent  restraining  of  her,  since  that 

and  there  to  be  confined  during  his  majesty's  ?>*8^J  ^^^  *?  *»*«  impairi  ng  of  conjugal  affection 

1  J  /•       !-•      •       xv  J  J  betwixt  husband  and  wife;  neither  by  any  law, 

pleasure,  and  fine  him  m  a  thousand  pounds  divine  or  human,  is  the  husband  punishable  for 

sterling,  and  over  and  above  fine  him  in  one  the  misdemeanour  of  the  wife,  eitner  in  his  per- 

thou«nd  th«e  hundred  «.d  fifty  pound.  ^';ji::t''u'^niot^:rX'Z^:X^ri£i 

Soots,  being  the  total  of  the  sums,  at  two  transgressors ;  and  whatever  in  the  late  acts  of 

huadred  «.d  fifty  pounds  Scot,  per  piece.  J^ll^^  br^n^Sr/hl^^lf  rrlS'U- 

his  tenants  were  found  liable  to,  they  being  count  of  his  wife,  children,  or  servanu*  guilt,  can 

absent,  and  libelled  for  being  at  conventicles ;  "«^«''  *>e  looked  upon  but  as  a  law  of  terror  to 

,  ^/^  ,   .  .  i_jj'jj.  Dea  stop  and  hinderance,  that  those  of  a  family 

and  that  m  respect  my  lord  did  not  cause  gh^uld  not  differ  from  the  order  of  the  master 

his  said  tenants  give  bond  not  to  keep  con-  And  as  to  his  tenants,  it  was  answered,  that 

▼entides  in  terms  of  the  last  act  of  councU  """^  ^/  *^S"  ***^""i?.*'*^':  "^r*  *'''""^'  ^"" 

"^"•^^  •^mu.o  V.  !,■■«  <»<,v»v»  V.  wuu«^>«  removing,  they  might  well  be,  and  wereanswer- 

thereanent,  referring  him  for  relief  to  his  able  and  law-biding  for  themselves;  nor  can  Che 

said  tenants."— Thus  they  are  pleased  to  "°*  impwing  of  a  bond  appointed  only  by  the 

...  ''    ,      S  council  to  be   taken  by   the  tenants,   enforce 

overlook  the  vile  not  committed  upon  the  against  my  lord,  any  greater  guilt  than  against 

house  of  a  nobleman,  and  to  stretch  their  the   whole  kingdom,  since  by   an   inevitoble 

i.t.1         xAi.^  i.T  X  choice  of  forbearing  that,  or  casting  their  lands 

Oiim  harsh  laws  to  the  uttermost    1  cannot  absolutely  waste,  all  were  forced  to  absuin  from 

find  that  Mr  John  King  was  a  rebel  in  terms  pressing  of  It.     As  to  the  deforcement  it  was 

ofUw.    We  have  heard  he  had  been  before  ™di:„':iu*?o^tr.™l;;t.rU';c^^^^^^^^ 

the  council,  and  liberated,  and  my  lord  owns  prevented  by  any  care,  though  the  thing  were 

he    entertained  him  as  his  chapuun,  and  «P*cted,  as  it  was  here  in  this  case  bv  none, 

,      J,  xvi'-ix!-      !•  ji-  cannot  infer  any  accession,  though  the  deforce- 

pleads  he  was  the  king's  free  liege,  and  he  m^nt  were  mnted :  but  in  this  cane,  where  the 

would  answer  for  him :  but  no  innocence  P*rty  of  soldiers  which  apprehended  Mr  John 

could  .t«.d  before  the  h^^hips  of  thi.  ^rSW^JT  S.tg':S™t%hrpKS!7^^^ 

period,  and  this  excellent  person  continued  country,    without  their  liTery-couts,   whereby 

for  some  years  in  prison,  till  he  paid  vast  they  ought  to  be  distinguished,  without  their 

•^  *^  iv  J    i_  muskets  or  pikes,  the  badges  of  soldiers,  having 

sums  of  money,  as  we  may  afterwards  hear,  only  hunting  staves  and  dogs,  and  so  assaulting 

and  at  length  was  forced  sometime  after  to  «  person  without  production  of  any  order,  and 

,  ••         ^ijj  A/^1*  that  among   a  rabble  of  rude  commons,    who 

leave  his  native  land,  and  go  to  Carolina,  „^^  ^^^\y^^  f^^„  re<val^i^s  «.v«^VsS\i  \xi 
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Uiuin<r  a  full  aud  just  account  of 
this  idfair. 

Two  other  w<irthy  gentlemen  were  at- 
tacked this  year,  though  upon  reasons  differ- 


that  part  of  the  country,  to  have  made  them 
JcDo^vn  to  tbein  ;  It  cannot  therefore  be  sustained 
a  deforcement,  and  infer  the  high  punishment 
thereof,  more  than  the  stopping  of  an  alleged 
messenger,  neither  carrying  budge,  nor  uiti- 
ducing  letters,  will  infer  that  guilt.  Which 
defences  and  all  others  that  were  proi>oned,  were 
repelled,  and  the  libel  admitted  to  probatinn 
by  witnesses,  except  as  to  that  part  of  it  anent 
the  dissuading  or  the  ministers  to  officiate 
under  bishops,  and  persuading  them  to  leave 
tlieir  charges,  which  was  referred  to  my  lord'i* 
oath. 

The  managing  of  this  probation  being  referred 
to  the  earl  of  Alurray,  the  Lonl  Ross  and  Hal- 
ton,  with  some  others,  to  take  trial  and  examine 
the  witnesses  anent  the  libel  which  was  {mt- 
fonned  after  thU  manner. 

First,  The  pursuer's  interrogatories  to  the  wit- 
nesses, which  ouj^ht  only  to  have  been  what  was 
contained  ID  the  libel,  was  refused  to  be  given  up 
to  my  lonl  C'ardi'OM,  as  is  the  cuMtom  to  be  con- 
sidereti ;  so  that  those  lords  might  examine  the 
witnesses  upon  the  haill  Interrogatories  given 
up  by  the  pursuer,  though  they  hud  been  both 
irrelevant,  extrineiic,  aud  impertinent  to  the 
libel. 

SccaruUy.  There  being  above  an  hundred  and 
forty  witnesses  summoned,  and  above  a  hundred 
of  them  compearing  before  the  council,  yet  the 
04>mmittee  did  not  proceed  according  to  the  roll 
of  those  that  were  present,  but  on  the  contrary, 
did  call  foui*8core  of  the  witnesses  who  were  not 
present,  and  durst  not  compear,  and  first  inter- 
nigate  them,  called  James  Jack  and  his  son 
John,  tenants  to  the  earl  of  Murray;  against 
which  my  lord  CardriMs  complained  by  a  bill  to 
the  council,  and  declared  that  the  name  was 
iili'Kal,  to  examine  witnetuteft  that  were  not  re- 
ceived ill  presence  of  the  council,  and  against 
whom  he  had  comjietent  objections  which  ought 
to  cast  any  witnesses,  and  reprobate  their  tHsti- 
moiiy  in  law;  such  as  that  the  persim  was  infa- 
mous msny  years,  at  the  king'ii  horn,  not  woith 
the  king's  unlaw,  as  a  diver  and  bankrupt  per- 
son, and  had  a  casio  bouorum ;  and  for  proving 
hereof  did  produce  the  decreet  bearing  the  same, 
which  objections  were  never  formerly  rejielled 
in  any  judicatory  in  Scotland;  yet  notwithstand- 
ing thereof,  the  council  receives  him  on  the  earl 
of  Murray's  suggesting  that  lie  had  a  bond  of 
his  ill  his  custody,  when;upoii  my  lord  Caniross, 
by  a  new  bill,  complained,  showing,  that  either 
that  bond  was  grautetl  before  his  ccuMbonorum, 
in  which  case  it  behoved  to  be  disponed  to  his 
creditors,  or  else  he  is  perjureil,  in  respect  he, 
swears  that  he  has  no  more  go<Mls,  nor  what  he 
dispones  to  them;  or  else  it  was  after  his  ccssio 
bonorum^  and  in  that  case  it  belonged  to  his  cre- 
ditors, in  regard  he  had  sworn  that  he  should 
disiwne,  whatever  he  should  acquire,  to  them, 
and  in  either  of  these  cases  he  could  not  be  a 
witness,  being  a  perjured  bankrupt  person,  and 
not  worth  the  king  s  unlaw ;  notwithstanding 
of  all  which  he  was  received,  some  alleging  it 
WM8  the  outing  of  the  process  Ui  reject  him,        \  i 

'fytit(i{y.   It  was  objected  against  h\s  son,  \.V\ax\ 


ing  from  the  lord  Cardross's  case,  and  at 
this  time  they  were  property  snffenn  for 
liberty.  I  begin  with  Mr  Stewart,  ton  to 
Sir   James    Stewart   formerly  mentioned 


be  being  not  m^r,  but  a  boy,  aod  in  his  ftitbcr'i 
houM  and  service,  who  bein^  a  direr,  could  not 
provide  his  son  of  any  thing,  neither  as  father 
or  master,  lo  that  he  could  not  be  worth  the 
king's  unlaw,  aud  therefore  by  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment he  could  not  be  received.  This  was  liks 
wise  repelled,  and  the  lioy  admitted. 

Fiiurthly.  It  was  objected  againet  the  loldief^ 
that  they  could  not  be  accepted  aa  ^ritneases  be- 
cause they  were  informers,  or  rather  parties, 
being  actors  themselves,  and  their  penoos  pie- 
judged ;  and  by  the  law  no  infonnen  can  be 
witnesaes,  because  they  have  betrayed  their  tes- 
timony thereby.  It  was  oflfered  ahm  to  be  pmveB 
by  witnesses  beyond  all  ejtoeption,  that  tbrir 
(vrnoral  did  suborn  them  to  depone  such  awl 
such  things,  saying,  they  would  be  aahamcd  and 
affronted  if  they  did  notstrear  what  he  and  tlicy 
had  formerly  saiil  at  random,  and  that  they 
answere<l  they  would  depone  in  matter  and  man- 
ner as  he  should  desire;  notwithstanding  sf 
which  two  most  rele\'aut  objivtiona  they  were 
likewise  received. 

By  their  witnesses,  against  whom  tlieae  meet 
relevant  objections  are,  there  is  proven  that  ibe 
lady  Cardross  was  preitent  at  the  house  of  Car- 
dross,  when  the  then  chaplain  prayed  and  ex- 
pounded scripture,  and  that  my  lord  Cardnsi 
was  then  at  home,  but  not  present  thereat ;  bol 
it  is  not  proven  that  there  were  more  pereent  at 
that  meeting  as  makes  a  conventicle.  Seemdlff. 
It  is  alleged  proven,  that  she  was  at  a  meeting 
in  a  tenant's  liouse  of  her  own,  and  becauMC  tbcf* 
were  two  or  three  persons  standing  at  the  door, 
therefore  it  is  designed  a  field-conrentide, 
although  it  was  not  proven  that  these  in  the 
house  exceeded  the  numlM-r  allowed  bv  the  act 
of  parliament ;  so  that  it  could  hardly  be  called 
an  house-conventicle,  much  less  a  field  (me :  and 
though  Mr  John  King  was  apprehended  at  Um 
boat-tiouiie  of  Cardniss,  where  he  had  not  stayed 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  only  acridently  went 
in,  in  his  passing  that  way,  which  w^m  <Krcasioned 
by  its  being  a  common  passage  over  the  Forth  ; 
and  though  it  cannot  infer  my  lord  Cardroea  bis 
resetting  him  upon  his  ground,  especially  se^ng 
my  lord  punished  the  |iossessor  of  the  house  by 
ejecting  nim  immediately  from  his  tenement. 
And  though  It  cannot  be  proven  that  my  lord 
CardrosM*  bervaiitd  wei'e  at  the  rescuing  m  Mr 
John  King,  yet  because  his  nurse  and  two 
women  went  to  the  gate  to  gaze  at  his  appre- 
hending, for  which  my  lord  caused  his  lady  turn 
them  out  of  her  service ;  and  though  the  rescue 
was  three  miles  from  the  house  of  Cardnwa,  yet 
from  these,  my  lord's  resetting  of  him,  and  ac- 
cession to  the  rescue,  is  concluded,  though  it  wwi 
offered  to  bo  proven  that  my  lord  himself  and  hi« 
men  servants  were  all  at  home,  and  did  not  goat 
all  from  the  house;  and  my  lord  declared  is 
some  gentlemen  that  were  then  with  him,  that 
he  thought  the  party  being  so  near  his  iiouse 
would  call  for  bis  assistance,  as  b  the  custom  in 
the  like  ca^es ;  which,  if  they  bad  done,  be 
would  have  cause<i  the  laird  of  Leny,  who  was 
aX  CwcAtwa  Vmmlsa  at  the  time  with  some  of  his 
«evvMiV&  w^  \»Ti%xv\^^  Na  Va.\«.  ^<Qin,voYed  (he 
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iiriiom  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with.  He 
WMSt  at  this  time  noticed  for  his  extraordiiiary 
abilities  in  law,  though  there  was  no  access 
£or  one  of  his  piety  and  principles  to  act 
publicly ;  but  after  the  revolution  he  was  an 
honour  to  his  country,  and  to  the  gown  in 
the  office  of  king's  advocate,  for  many  years. 
This  gentleman  was  jealoused  by  the  niana- 
gen  for  writing,  at  least  having  a  sliare  in 
publishing,  the  known  paper,  entitled,  **  An 
account  of  Scodand's  grievances,  by  reason 
of  the  duke  of  Lauderdale's  ministry,  hum- 
bly tendered  to  his  sacred  majesty.'*  This 
account  galled  the  party,  and  fretted  them 
exceedingly,  and  yet  I  do  not  find  that  they 
were  able,  or  ever  essayed  to  answer  the 
natters  of  fact  alleged  there  against  them. 
Upon  this  score,  and  because  he  was  a 
known  presby  tcrian,  and  very  useful  to  these 
people,  letters  came  down  from  the  court, 
of  the  date  February  27th  this  year,  ordering 


■rboncr  to  Stirling;  and  when  this  was  deponed 
by  sonie  gentlemen  who  were  present  that  day 
with  my  lord,  it  vmn  allej^ed  by  the  committee, 
diat  they  were  my  1ord*8  Irii^ndN,  and  that  part 
•f  thdr  dcpoeitioni  were  not  written ;  and  yet 
fnm  my  lord's  two  women  going  out  to  gaze, 
who  were  upon  that  account  nut  out  of  hia  ser- 
Tlee,  it  in  concluded  that  my  lord  was  acceaMory 
to  tb«  rescue.  As  for  the  persuading  these  two 
miniaters  to  leave  their  charges,  my  lord  pro- 
duced two  letters  under  the  ministers*  hand, 
prior  in  date  to  the  time  they  allpged  he  was  difc- 
■oading  them  from  episcopacy,  direct  to  other 
peramis,  by  which  it  is  erident  they  were  either 
really  or  feignedly  resolved  to  give  over  serving 
under  bishous ;  so  that  it  is  apparent  that  it  was 
not  my  lord  s  persuasion,  but  their  own  inclina- 
tioD,  and  referred  to  their  oath  if  ever  he  per- 
suadcd  them  to  any  such  thing.  The  council 
would  not  take  uotioe  of  the  letters,  neither 
would  they  allow  the  ministers  to  depone, 
thoogh  my  lord  Cardross  referred  it  to  their 
oath,  as  is  ordinary  in  the  like  cases,  but  ordained 
my  lord  to  give  his  oath,  whi«?h  my  lord  refusing 
lo  do,  being  now  out  of  memory,  after  so  long  a 
time,  to  depone  upon  an  accidental  discourse 
that  might  have  occasionally  fallen  in :  the 
eoancll  held  him  as  confessing  the  same,  which, 
thoogh  it  bad  been  true,  it  not  being  contrary 
to  any  statute  law,  it  was  supposed  to  be  no 
gnrann  of  imprisoning  and  fining. 

By  all  the  depo«itions,  there  in  not  only 
nothing  proven  against  m^  lord,  that  he  ever 
was  present  at  any  conventicli^s  liimself,  or  that 
he  was  in  the  least  accessory  to  the  resetting  or 
raseaing  of  Mr  King,  or  that  he  was  ever  har- 
boured in  his  house  to  his  knowledge,  only  that 
diver  and  the  boy  his  son  James,  and  John  Jacks 
depone,  that  in  winter  la^t,  when  my  lord  dwelt 
at  Kirkhill-houae  with  his  whole  family,  which 
is  about  thirty  miles  from  Cardrons-house,  Mr 
King  went  and  stayed  with  the  man  that  had 
the  keys  and  keeping  of  Cardroas-bouse,  who 


.  **  James  Stewart,  son  to  Sir  James 
Stewart,  late  provost  of  Edinbui^h, 
to  be  apprehended,  wherever  he  was,  with  all 
his  books  and  papers  whatsomever,  and  made 
close  prisoner  in  Edinbui^b,  and  no  com- 
munication to  be  allowed  him  with  any 
living  by  word  or  writ."  These  were  the 
illegal  and  arbitrary  orders  given  at  this  time 
about  the  best  of  men,  without  any  reason, 
save  the  will  and  pleasure  of  angry  courtiers; 
so  that  nobody  could  be  safe,  had  not  kind 
providence  interposed,  as  in  this  case :  Mr 
Stewart  had  some  notice  given  him,  and 
escaped  most  narrowly.  However,  when 
he  got  a  little  out  of  the  way,  upon  the  10th 
of  March,  all  his  cabinets  were  sealed  by 
order  of  council,  and  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  appointed  to  search  for  him 
through  the  town,  and  to  seize  all  papers  or 
truuks  belonging  to  him,  wherever  they 
could  be  found;  and  because  they  appre- 


was  only  in  the  office-houses ;  but  none  depones 
nor  can  say  my  lord  or  his  lady  knew  or  had 
any  accession  to  his  being  there,  but  on  the 
contrary,  they  deponed,  though  it  was  not  insert 
in  the  depositions,  that  when  my  lord  was  re- 
moving his  family  in  the  lieginning  of  the  last 
summer  from  Kirkhill  to  Cardross,  Mr  King 
lied  from  tliofte  fields,  which  is  a  clear  evident 
he  had  no  permission,  much  less  an  order  from 
my  lord  tor  his  staying  there,  otherwise  he 
hwl  not  auit  that  part  of  the  country  at  the 
report  of  his  coming ;  but  also  little  or  nothing 
material  is  proven  against  his  lady,  as  may 
appear  by  what  has  been  said,  and  yet  on  the 
same  bare  probations,  against  which  my  lord  has 
so  much  to  say  in  law,  the  cx>uncil  has  fined  him 
in  eleven  hundred  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings 
sterling,  to  be  paid  to  the  cash-keeper  for  his 
majesty's  use,  and  that  besides  imprinoning  his 
{Mfnton  in  the  CHStle  of  Edinburgh  during  liis 
majesty's  pleasure.  The  grounds  of  which 
sentence  are  here  set  down,  llie  council  hiw 
likewise  appointed  a  garrison  at  the  house  of 
Cardross,  where  my  lord  and  his  family  were 
residing,  which  was  formerly  spoiled  by  a  ten 
years*  garrison  under  the  usurper,  and  was 
newly  repaired  at  a  charge,  and  tnnt  in  such  a 
form  as  is  most  unfit  for  strength,  or  for  lodging 
soldiers,  without  defacing  and  altt^ether  mar- 
ring the  reparation ;  and  if  there  be  a  net-esaity 
for  a  gurrisun  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the 
king  has  the  castle  of  I>oon  within  four  or  five 
miles  of  Cardross,  which  is  his  own,  and  is  In 
all  respects  fitter  for  a  i;arrisoii  than  any  place 
else  in  these  fields,  neither  can  it  bo  prejudged 
by  the  soldiers ;  also  none  of  a  long  time  have 
resided  in  it,  though  it  be  in  good  enough  repair 
for  a  garrison.  All  wliich  was  represented  by 
the  council ;  notwithstanding  whereof  they 
would  not  alter  their  commands,  but  order  the 
soldiers  to  march  immediately  to  the  house  of 
Cardross. 
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.  .^  hended  he  might  be  hiding  about 
'  his  brother's  house  at  Coltneas, 
or  his  brother-in-law's.  Sir  John  Maz- 
wel  of  Nether-Pollock,  orders  are  giyen  to 
the  lord  Ross  and  his  troop,  to  siairch  for 
him  and  his  papers. — I  find  by  a  missive 
letter,  dated  March  1 1th,  that  a  most  strict 
search  was  made  at  Edinburgh  for  appre- 
hending Mr  Stewart,  for  his  alleged  penning 
of  the  Grieyances;  and  that  Mr  William 
Garstairs  was  apprehended  at  London,  upon 
the  same  reason,  and  was  to  be  sent  down 
to  Scotland  to  be  tried. — Upon  the  11th 
of  March,  the  council  order  the  sealed 
cabinets  to  be  opened  by  the  archbishop  of 
Glasgow  and  treasurer-depute,  and  any 
papers  belonging  to  Mr  Stewart  to  be  taken 
out  What  they  found  I  know  not,  but,  for 
any  thing  I  can  learn,  they  mode  no  dis- 
coveries. Mr  Stewart  was  forced  to  abscond 
and  retire  for  some  time,  and  improved  his 
time,  during  his  hiding,  in  religion  and  close 
study,  so  as,  through  the  blessing  of  God, 
he  was  prepared  thereby  to  make  that  bright 
and  extraordinary  figure  he  afterward  made 
in  the  world.  His  troubles  continued  for 
some  years,  and  then  he  ventured  to  appear 
again,  though  still  in  a  private  way. 

The  other  gentleman  attacked  this  year 
was  Sir  Patrick  Hume  of  Polwart,  now  the 
aged  earl  of  Marchmont,  who  since  the 
revolution  hath  been  honoured  to  serve  his 
country  in  the  highest  stations,  and  managed 
them  with  that  firmness  to  the  revolution- 
interest,  and  regard  to  religion,  that  his  gray 
hairs  in  the  way  of  righteousness  cannot  but 
be  a  crown  to  him.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  their  opinion  anent  Mr 
John  King*8  affair,  proposed  the  garrisoning 
the  country ;  and  it  was  thought  they  had  a 
particular  eye  to  the  house  of  Cardross  in 
so  doing.  Sir  Patrick  Hume,  who  had 
made  a  bold  step  against  encroachments 
upon  the  liberty  of  parliaments,  as  we  have 
heard,  could  not  away  with  the  setting  up 
of  garrisons  in  a  peaceable  and  loyal  country, 
as  being  a  sensible  encroachment  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  subject ;  and  so  refused  the 
contributions  for  support  of  the  garrisons  in 
the  shire  he  was  concerned  in :  for  which  a 
sentence  was  passed  against  him,  and  he 
gave  in  a  bill  of  suspension  to  the  lord  Col- 


lington,  and  took  tnstmnMiits^  upon  his  re- 
fusal, that  he  had  offered  it  Sir  Robert 
Sinclair,  and  some  other  gentleiiicn  in  the 
shire  of  Berwick,  joined  him  in  this  matter; 
1  think,  at  first  the  most  part^  bntaftsnraidi 
several  feU  from  it  The  coandJ,  and  ptik 
ticularly  the  bishops,  could  not  bear  any 
thing  that  looked  like  a  crosnng  of  ao  dsp- 
ling  a  project  as  the  opprtsiive  gannow: 
so,  upon  the  2d  of  September,  thej  tskt 
this  matter  under  their  oonsidention,  and 
come  to  this  resolution.  ^  The  lords  of  hit 
majesty's  privy  council,  considering  a  psli- 
tion  given  in  to  them  by  Sir  Patrick  Hum 
of  Polwart,  and  subscribed  by  him,  as  lik^ 
wise  the  bill  of  suspension  presented  by  \m 
to  the  lord  Collington,  which  is  of  an  inaolnt 
nature ;  as  also,  that  after  the  lord  CoUi^ 
ton  had  refused  the  same,  he  took  iiHtnh 
ments  on  his  offer  thereof,  and  that  be  W 
likewise  taken  instruments  at  the  bonssirf 
some  other  of  the  counsellors  at  Edinbnigli; 
the  council  commit  him  to  prison,  tiU  the 
king's  pleasure  be  known."  Meanwhib 
accounts  come  into  the  cooncil  finom  sB 
comers,  of  the  general  dissatisiactimi  wiA 
the  appointment  of  gamsons,  and  that  fnr 
or  none  of  the  conunissioners  of  the  excbe 
could  be  prevailed  with  to  meet,  as  had  besa 
ordered :  thereupon  new  orders  are  sent  ts 
the  commissioners,  to  meet  in  each  shin 
where  they  were  established,  and  provilk 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  garrisons. 

September  3d,  the  council  write  to  the 
king,  <<  complaining  of  the  laird  of  Polwart*i 
giving  in  a  bill  of  suspension  to  the  kid 
Collington,  upon  a  charge  given  by  tbt 
council  to  the  commissioners  of  excise  ia 
the  shire  of  Berwick,  concerning'  the  profi- 
sion  of  the  garrisons  of  that  shire ;  and  wh« 
the  said  lord  justly  refused  it,  that  he  took 
instruments  of  his  offering  it"  The  same 
day  the  lairds  of  Langtoun,  Cockbum,  and 
some  other  commissioners  of  the  ezdse, 
gave  in  a  petition  to  the  council,  ^  signify- 
ing their  dissent  from  the  conunission  gives 
to  Polwart  and  Sir  Robert  Sinclair,  to  pr^ 
sent  the  foresaid  bill  of  suspension,  sod 
withal  gave  in  ii-arrauts  for  themselves  to 
provide  the  garrison  in  necessaries  for  their 
parts."  An  answer  to  the  council's  letter, 
of  the  date  of  September  SOth,  comes  to 
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October  5th,  wherein  his 
)roTes  of  their  imprifionin^  of 
being  a  fiictious  person,  and 
Hrhat  may  usher  in  confusion ; 
them  to  declare  him  incapable 
trust,  and  send  him  close  pris- 
Qg  castle  until  further  orders." 
gentleman  continued  under  no 

for  some  considerable  time, 
es   whereof  may  afterwards 

)  wonder  that  any  who  had  the 
'  Uberty  remaining  with  them 
r  Berwick,  set  up  against  those 
rses.    I  have  in  mine  eye  just 

giving  the  total  sum  of  the 
for  nonconformity  this  year,  in 
n  of  Berwick,  by  the  earl  of 

the  amount  is  no  less  than 
ousand  six  hundred  sixty-six 
sen  shillings,  and  four  pennies 
he  parish  of  Gordon  three  thou- 
undred  twenty-eight  pounds, 
lings  Scots.  We  may  easily 
IS  what  vast  sums  were  about 
fted  by  way  of  fines  for  con- 
nonconformity.  And  to  end 
besides  the  exorbitant  sums 
e  uuder-persecutors,  the  coun- 
iien  were  fining  presbyterians, 
me  among  their  hands,  pretty 
ion  the  6th  of  August,  I  find 
dilands  before  them,  for  being 
cle  near  Bathgate,  in  the  be- 
i  year,  and  fined  in  three  hun- 
and  upon  his  actual  payment 
s  giving  bond  and  caution  for 
merks,  if  ever  he  was  again  at 
le  is  liberated.  Thus  we  have 
f  the  persecution  this  year, 
e  of  the  softest  in  this  period. 
le  other  things  noticeable  in  it. 

SECT.   IT. 

''particulars,  which  give  some 
'  of  the  state  of  this  church  this 


berty  I  know  will  be  allowed 
ff  that  we  have  so  lame  ac- 
almost  said  none,  of  the  state 


of  things  at  this  time;  and  there-  . 
fore  when  materials  offer  now  '*^' 
and  then,  I  adventure  to  touch  at  mat- 
ters that  are  not  so  immediately  branches 
of  our  sufferings.  In  the  entry  of  this 
year  the  debates  were  continued,  and 
not  a  few  papers  handed  about  anent  the 
business  of  the  advocates,  hinted  at  before, 
and  the  elections  of  burghs,  which  being 
merely  civil,  I  say  no  more  of  them.  It  is 
more  agreeable  to  my  province  to  take 
a  view  of  the  state  of  the  indulged  presby- 
terian  ministers  this  year,  and  hint  at  the 
opposition  made  to  the  duke  of  Lander- 
dale  in  England,  and,  what  I  promised  upon 
the  former  chapter,  the  differences  among 
the  bishops  and  clergy,  which  terminate  this 
year,  with  some  few  other  things  that  fell 
out 

Ministers  who  had  embraced  the  indul- 
gence, were  not  altogether  easy;  their 
greatest  discouragements  firom  obloquy  and 
reproach,  by  some  who  professed  the  same 
ends  with  them,  were  not  yet  come  to  any 
great  bearing,  though  a  divisive  temper 
among  presbyterians  was  beginning  to  work, 
by  the  cunning  of  enemies  and  weakness 
of  friends :  but  they  wanted  not  their  dis- 
couragements as  to  outwards ;  though  they 
served  the  cure,  and  preached  at  the 
churches,  yet  the  collectors  and  others  paid 
them  almost  no  stipend.  Therefore  I  find 
many  of  them  petitioning  the  council,  in  the 
month  of  January,  for  warrants,  and  getting 
them.  That  the  curious  reader  may  see  the 
form,  I  shall  set  down  one  act  with  respect 
to  Mr  William  Violet,  the  autograph  where- 
of is  before  me. 

^  At  Edinburgh,  the  26th  day  of  January, 
1675,  anent  the  petition  presented  by  Mr 
William  Violet,  minister  at  Cambusnethan, 
shewing,  that  the  petitioner  having  been  by 
the  council's  favour  indulged  to  serve  in  the 
said  parish,  he  accordingly  hath  exercised 
his  ministerial  function  therein  these  divers 
years  bypast;  and  whereas  the  petitioner 
is  under  the  burden  of  a  numerous  family, 
and  that  he  hath  not  received  any  part  of 
the  stipend  of  the  said  parish,  for  the  years 
1672, 1673,  and  1674,  bypast-,  humbly  there- 
fore supplicating,  that  warrant  might  be 
granted  to  the  effect  UAd«rKTvttoTL\  ^«\(st^ 
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.  _  of  his  majesty**  privy  council,  hay. 
*  in^  heard  and  cornddered  the  fore- 
said petition,  do  allow  the  petitioner  the 
stipend  of  the  said  parish  of  C>unbusnethan, 
for  the  said  years  1672,  1673,  and  1674  by- 
past>  and  grant  n'arrant  to  the  petitioner  to 
uplift  the  same  from  the  heritors  and  otliers 
liable  in  payment  thereof,  and  discbarge  any 
other  person,  on  the  account  of  the  vacancy, 
to  trouble  the  petitioner  or  the  heritors  for 
the  same,  and  ordain  letters  of  homing  to  be 
directed  hereupon  in  form  as  cffeirs.  Extract 
by  me  •*  Thomas  Hay." 

In  those  terms  a  good  many  of  them  got 
their  warrants;  but  at  length,  upon  some 
pretext  or  other,  the  prelates  pre^-ailed  in 
March,  that  the  council  made  the  following 
order.  <<  March  9th,  Ordered  tliat  no  in- 
dulged ministers  get  warrants  for  their  sti- 
pends, without  testificates  from  the  sheriff 
or  magistrates  in  the  bounds,  that  they  have 
iiot  kept  conventicles  since  March  24th, 
1674.**  But  this  restriction  did  not  affect 
many  of  them. 

But  in  the  month  of  July,  a  sorer  storm 
broke  upon  them :  complaints  were  given  to 
the  council,  we  may  easily  guess  by  whom, 
against  most  of  the  indulged  ministers,  that 
they  broke  their  instructions,  and  did 
several  other  things  contrary  to  law ;  and 
the  advocate  is  ordered  to  send  out  sun^ 
mons,  that  they  might  compear  before  the 
:x>uiicil  in  July.  A  principal  copy  of  the 
letters  and  citation  given  to  Mr  James 
Veitch,  niiuister  at  Mauchline,  being  in  my 
hands,  I  shall  insert  a  copy  of  it  here. 

Letters,  king's  advocatey  for  summouing  Mr 
James  Vtitchy  §*c. 

^  Charles,  &c,  to  our  lovits,  messengers, 
&c  Wliereas  it  is  humbly  meant  and 
shown  to  us,  by  our  well-beloved  coun- 
sellor, i>ir  John  Nisbet  of  Dirletouu,  our 
advocate  for  our  interest,  in  this  matter 
underwritten,  that  where,  by  the  9th  act  of 
the  3d  session  of  our  2d  parliament,  it  is 
statute  and  ordained,  that  no  person  or 
persons  whatsomcvcr  presume  to  appoint  or 
ordain  any  person  to  the  office  and  work  of 
the  ministry,  except  these  who  have  autho- 
rity, approven  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom 
for  that  effect ;  and  by  the  said  act,  both 


the  penmui  pretended  <wdaiiien,  and  thew 
who  shall  pretend  to  have  reoeiTed  ordiMh 
tion,  are  appointed  to  be  seiied  upon  by  tha 
sheriff^  or  other  ordinary  magietiaie  of  the 
place,  and  to  be  committed  to  priaon  ontS 
they  be  delated  onto  the  lords  of  our  privy 
council,  who  are  by  the  said  act  aiitlMiiiifd 
and  ordained,  after  trial,  and  finding  the  wM 
persons  guilty,  to  sentence  them,  by  ooafii- 
cation  of  all  Uieir  moveable  goods,  and  ban- 
ishing them,  and  causing  them  to  find  can- 
tion  not  to  return  to  our  dominiooa^    Aad 
whereas  by  the  omnmon  law  and  practici 
of  this  kingdom,  if  any  person  or  penom 
presume  to  usurp  and  awuma  any  authoci^ 
civil  or  ecdeaaatic,  belonginif  to  ns^  or  theis 
to  whom  it  is  intrusted  by  ua,  ought  to  bs 
severely  punished ;  and  tint  albeit  the  ir 
dieting  or  appointing  of  a  fiiat  to  be  kept  by 
any  of  our  subjects,  doth  belong  only  to  m» 
or  to  those  who  have  power  and  authoritf 
from  ua  to  that  purpose:  and  M-hexeas^l^ 
an  act  of  our  privy  council,  dated  Septcniba> 
3d,  1672,  confining  several  outod  ™inMto« 
to  the  parishes  therein  specified,  they  ■« 
indulged  the  liberty  to  preach  vidthin  ther 
respective  parishes,  they  observing  the  pii^ 
ticular  instructions  following,  to  wit,*'  &a 
(I  do  not  insert  them,  being  above  set  dova.) 
**  Notwithstanding,  it  is  of  verity,  that  lb 
James  Veitch,  who  is  confined   unto  the 
parish  of  Manchlin,  Mr  John  Gemhle  ooa- 
fined  unto  the  parish  of  Symington,  and  Mr 
Hugh  Campbell  confined  to  the  parish  of 
Muirkirk,  with  indulgence  to  preach  at  tbdr 
own  kirks  upon  tlie  observance  of  the  mi 
instructions,  they  and  every  one  of  tbev 
have  contravened  the  tenor  thereof,  in  so  Isr 
as  upon  the  first,  second,  third,  or  remanent 
days  of  tlie  month  of  January,  or  some  or 
other  of  the  months  of  years  1674,  or  167Jk 
have  taken  upon  them  to  baptize  persons  or 
marry  people  in  other  parishes,  and  have  not 
celebrated  the  communion  in  one  and  the 
same  day,  but  at  divers  and  distinct  times, 
and   admitted   persons  of   other   parisbei 
thereto,  without  testificates  from  the  minis- 
ters thereof,  and  have  preached  in  churcb- 
yards  and  other  places  without  the  kirk,  aid 
have  not  remained  within  the  parishes  fore- 
said, to  which  they  were  confined,  but  have 
departed  forth  thereof  to  other  partis snd 
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places  at  their  own  pleasure,  without  war^ 
rant  or  license  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese: 
fhey  have  also  taken  upon  them  to  meet  to- 
gether and  appoint  and  ordain  seyeral  per- 
sons to  the  office  and  rank  of  the  ministry, 
without  any  authority  from  us :  as  also  the 
said  persons  have  hig^hly  usurped  our  autho- 
rity, in  so  far  as  they  and  several  others, 
bein^,  upon  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  the 
said  months,  convened  at  the  town  of  Ayr 
and  several  other  places,  they  did  presume 
to  appoint  a  day  or  days  of  fasts;  whereby 
the  forenamed  persons  have  directly  contra- 
Tened  the  tenor  of  the  said  act  of  parlia^ 
Bent  and  instructions  above  written,  and 
therahy  have  incurred  the  pains  therein  con- 
tained, and  are  guilty  of  usurping  our  autho- 
rity,  in  indicting  and  keeping  of  fasts  in 
manner  foresaid :  for  which  they  ought  to 
be ezamplarily  punished  in  their  persons  and 
goods,  to  the  terror  of  others  to  do  the  like 
in  time  coming.  Our  will  is,  that  ye  com- 
mand and  charge  the  said  Mr  James  Vcitch, 
Mr  John  Gemble,  and  Mr  Hugh  Campbell, 
personally,  if  they  can  be  apprehended ;  and 
friling  thereof,  at  their  dwelling-houses,  and 
by  open  proclamation  at  the  market-cross 
of  the  head  burgh  of  the  shire  where  they 
dwell ;  and  that  ye  deliver  to  them  personally, 
or  leave  at  the  pUices  foresaid,  full  copies  of 
these  our  letters,  to  compear  personally  be- 
fore the  lords  of  our  privy  council,  at  Edin- 
burgh, or  where  it  shall  happen  them  to  be 
for  the  time,  the  29th  day  of  July  instant, 
to  answer  to  the  premises,  and  to  hear  and 
see  such  orders  taken  thcrcaneut,  as  apper- 
tains, under  the  pain  of  rebellion,  and  put- 
ting them  to  our  horn ;  with  certification  to 
them  if  they  failie,  our  other  letters  shall  be 
direct  to  put  them  to  our  horn,  accordin^if  to 


Those  three  above   named  were 


167i. 


cited,  and  several  others ;  but,  from 
the  registers,  I  cannot  find  they  compeared : 
if  I  mistake  it  not,  the  matter  was  made  up  by 
my  lord  Stair,  and  some  other  of  their  well- 
wishers,  nothing  being  to  be  laid  to  their 
charge,  that  could  easily  be  proven,  but 
their  appointing  a  fast  in  their  respective 
congregations,  when  the  Lord  was  visibly 
contending  as  to  the  fruits  of  the  ground  : 
and  it  would  have  been  hard  to  Imve  pro- 
secuted them  on  this  head,  \i-hen  the  coun- 
cil themselves  appointed  a  fast;  and  the 
matter  of  ordination  was  so  cautiously  man- 
aged, that  it  was  difiicult  to  get  it  proven. 
Thus  this  storm  blew  over,  and  they  had 
some  quiet  from  the  government  for  some 
years :  yea,  by  the  interest  of  some  persons 
concerned,  upon  the  death  of  the  minister 
indulged  to  Carmichael,  the  council  were 
pre^'ailed  with  to  send  another  thereto, 
being,  as  they  say,  a  parish  allowed  to  have 
an  indulged  minister,  as  hach  been  noticed 
upon  this  chapter  already. 

However,  towards  the  end  of  this  year, 
and  the  next,  there  was  a  very  small  matter 
like  to  prove  uneasy  to  them,  and  that  was 
the  payment  of  the  biusar  and  clerk  of  the 
diocesan  synod,  their  quotas  for  the 
parishes  where  they  preached.  Upon  the 
lid  of  September,  the  whole  of  the  indulged 
got  a  charge  of  homing,  to  pay  the  dues 
ordinary,  to  Lodovick  Fairfoul,  clerk  to  the 
synod,  and  Mr  David  Clunie,  biusar.  Some 
hastily  went  into  the  payment  of  them,  and 
others  stood  out,  and  applied  for  a  suspen- 
sion ;  in  which  they  found  no  small  difficulty, 
because  the  payment  of  these  was  one  of 
the  things  imposed  upon  them  by  the  act  of 
council,  for  their  indulgence.     These  who 


justice,  &C.     Given  under  our  signet  at '  refused  to  pay  were  of  dififerent  sentiments, 
Edinburgh,  the  15th  day  of  July,   and  of  some  of  them  reckoning  it  was  lawful  to  pay 


our  reign  the  27th  year,  1675.    Per  actwn 
dominorum  secreti  conciliL 

**  I  Robert  Leich,  messenger,  by  virtue  of 
the  above  written  letters,  in  our  sovereign 


these  undue  impositions,  when  forced  and 
distressed  in  law,  being  a  part  of  that 
passive  obedience  they  reckoned  lawful,  and 
what  had  been  generally  gone  into,  as  to 


lord*8  name  and  authority,  command  and  the  stipends  of  curates,  by  gentlemen  of 
charge  you  Mr  James  Veitch,  to  compear  their  persuasion .  others  of  them  reckoned 
before  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun-  '  it  simply  unlawful  in  any  case.  This  matter 
cil,  day  and  place  above  written,  to  the  effect,  j  came  not  to  an  issue  till  some  time  sSter 
for  the  causes,  with  certification  above  ex- :  this,  and  I  shall  have  occasion  to  give  an 
pmt.  **  Robert  Leich,  Messenger."  t  account  of  it  in  the  follo^'vn^  ^«»xv 
II.  «jiv 


S98 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  11. 


1G75. 


The  duke  of  I^uiderdale  wrh  now 
the  great  wheel  by  which  all  our 
little  wheeU  moved,  and  uo  small  painB 
were  taken  in  Kuf^land  to  make  the  kiuj^ 
part  with  him.  The  attempts  this  way  I 
shall  much  leave  to  the  civil  historians.  1 
find  it  noticed,  that  the  duke  was  the  first 
adviser  to  bring  in  the  test  biU,  by  some 
called  the  bishops*  bill,  containing  an  oath 
to  be  imposed  upon  all,  that  they  should 
endeavour  no  alteration  of  the  government 
in  the  church.  This  was  a  counter  part  of 
our  Scots  declaration,  and  proceeded  from 
a  cry  formed  with  a  peculiar  design  and 
frequently  made  use  of  since,  that  die  church 
was  in  danger.  Tjaiidcrdale  proposed  this  to 
ingratiate  himself  with  the  high  fliers,  then 
called  the  church  party.  But  this  biU  was 
found  contrary  to  the  liberties  of  parliament, 
and  many  fine  speeches  were  made  in  the 
house  of  poers  against  this  imposition ;  and 
the  earl  of  Halifax  had  a  speech  much  no- 
ticed upon  this  subject.  His  lordship  ob- 
served, ''that  as  there  was  really  no  security 
to  any  state  by  oaths,  so  also  no  private 
person,  much  less  statesman,  would  order 
his  affairs  as  relying  upon  them :  no  man 
^vould  ever  sleep  with  open  doors  or  un- 
locked treasure,  should  all  the  town  be 
sworn  not  to  rob ;  so  that  the  use  of  multi- 
plying oaths,  had  been  most  commonly  to 
exclude  or  disturb  some  honest  conscientioiLs 
men  who  would  never  have  prejudiced  the 
government."  The  party  who  opposed  the 
duke,  got  Dr  Gilbert  Burnet,  so  well  known 
to  the  world,  trailed  before  the  bar  of  the 
commons,  to  declare  what  he  knew  anent 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale*s  administration  and 
practices ;  and  I  have  added  a  copy  of  his 
examination.*     From  this  examination  the 


BurneV$  examination  and  declaration. 


commons  oonld  not  form  what  some  among 
them  projected.f  Uowever,  in  May 
June,  they  drew  up  and  presented 
address  to  the  king,  that  the  duke  might  be 
removed  from  all  his  employments,  and 
from  his  miyesty*s  presence  and  council  for 
ever,  as  being  a  person  obnoxioiis  and  dan- 

ioto  England  out  of  Scotland,  the  tint  Satordaj 
of  September  1673,  he  went  to  yislt  the  duke  af 
I^ndenlale  in  his  lodging  In  Whitehall,  whcrr 
the  duke  and  he  diacoureed  of  the  aAiirs  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  particularly  of  the  pro- 
reedinp  of  parliament  concerning  the  dcMra- 
tion,  fur  sotpending  penal  laws  in  matters  fede- 
HiaRtical ;  and  beinf  afterwards  asked,  whether, 
if  Scotland  being  called  to  aasitt  the  king,  thef 
would  aMltt  him  w  not?  he  answend,  m 
thought  they  woold  not ;  but  the  duke  repliid, 
he  believed  they  would,  and  that  hla  coming  iiita 
England,  would  bring  a  great  many.  'I*hat  the 
duke  asking  him  of  the  affain  of  Seotlaad,  hs 
answered,  the  people  in  Scotland  that  wen  «C 
such  a  distance  could  not  Imagine  what  to  thfaik 
of  the  king's  speech  and  draaration  ;  wkart* 
unto  the  duke  replied,  hine  iUtt  iaiArym^,  aai 
that  all  had  forsaken  the  king  hat  himself  ud 
the  lord  Cliflbrd. 

f  I'he  reader  will  have  obaerred,  that  in  tbcN 
supplementary  notes  we  have  made  rn^otat 
rererence  to  Bishop  Burnet  at  an  impartial 
witness  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  of  ear 
author.  We  have  done  so  on  three  groondi. 
Firsty  Bishop  Burnet  not  only  lived  at  the  tint 
when  most  of  the  transactions  which  he  reiaiai 
took  place,  but  was  in  many  instances  an  cyc- 
witneMM  of  them,  and  an  active  participant  ia 
theli'  causes,  attendants,  and  consequenu ;  tai 
was  thus  a  most  competent  iudge  and  historian 
of  such  transactions.  In  the  second  place,  aU 
his  prejudices  were  against  the  covenantera,  and 
in  favour  of  the  episcopal  hierarchy,  and  this, 
while  it  accounts  for  the  contemptuous  vaanwr 
in  whitrh  he  sometimes  speaks  of  men  who  were 
decidedly  his  superiors  In  theological  and  genenl 
literature,  rrndem  his  teMimouy  in  favoar  «f 
the  rhiiracter  and  history  of  the  covenanters  fir 
more  worthy  of  regard,  as  being  the  testimony 
of  one  whose  inclinations  certainly  did  not  lie  in 
that  diret'tion.  In  the  third  place;  altboujEh 
Woflrow  nnd  Buni(>t  wrote  and  published  their 
hiHtorien  (*ntirely  without  the  knowledge  of  nc^ 
other,  there  is  a  remarkable  harmony  in  thrir 
narrations  as  to  all  the  leading  events  of  the 
times.  The  first  volume  of  Burnet  was  pub- 
lixhed  in  1723,  luid  the  second  in  1734 ;  ao  that 
Wodrow,  whoite  work  appeared  In  ITtl,  ITiS, 
could  not  pomlbly  have  s*ren  either  the  one  or 
the   other.     Mr  llumc   seems  to  have  valued 


The  doctor  attending  according  t<»  the  order 
of  tliehou&e.  was  called  in,  and  hit vin^  answered  |  Burnet  highly,  as  he  very  frequently  transcriba 
to  the  several  quoMtions  pro|Ki9ed  to  him  by  the  ■  from  him,  while  he  as  frequently  cries  bim 
master  speaker,  and  the  house  not  being  hatiN-  |  down.  Wespmk  not  of  his  theology  nor  of  his 
tied  with  the  answer,  he  was  called  in  again  to  ;  general  character  as  a  man  :^  but  we  Htlopt  the 
give  his  last  answer,  which  he  having  done,  and  i  sentiments  of  a  late  historian  who  had  labo- 
heiiiK  withdrawn,  and  the  house  not  being  yet  ;  riuuNly  compared  the  history  of  Burnet  with  an 
fully  satisfied  with  his   answer,   he  was  again  '  immense    moss  of    MSS.    in   the    Advocates' 


called  in  to  explain  himbelf,  and  being  witli- 
drawn,  some  heads  of  his  testimony,  to  avoid 
mistakcM,  were  drawn  in  writ,  and  being  again 
called,  and  the  same  reud  to  him,  and  having 
MBarndvtt  it  In  some  par liculars  at  tltn  bar  of  tVvW 


Library,  that  *<  the  narrative**  of  the  bishop**  it 
neither  to  be  rejected  because  the  dates  may  bo 
sometimes  misplaced,  nor  are  the  glowing  cba- 
rattlers  of  nature  to  be  discarded  because  tbey 
coV\\c\dv  \iol  with  the  prejndtrea  of  party  wri* 


botue,  the  sHine  /*  m  folinw!*,  vi/.    Ihat  cortuii^^  xiev*.  ^-\«:\w^*\\\'s\w'5,>i«\.  Vv.'!^.  :ig8.— JErf. 
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DOS  to  the  government  A  copy  of  tliix 
ress  the  reader  will  find  at  the  foot  of 
pjiffe.* 

iie  two  heads  the  honse  of  commons 
St  upon,  are,  his  passing  an  act  in  the  par* 
lent  of  Scotland,  for  levyingf  twenty  thou- 
1  men  to  march,  at  the  king's  command,  to 
part  of  his  dominions,  where  his  honour 


tntnums'  addrat   against  Lauderdale^  April 

27,  1075. 
'e  your  mMjesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
sominons  in  the  present  parliament  assem- 
,  do  with  humility  and  faithfulness  acknow- 
9  your  majesty's  care  fur  the  safety  of  your 
le«  In  calliug  us  together  at  this  time,  to 
nit  of  the  best  means  for  the  preservation  of 
religion  and  properties,  though  we  have 
i  CAUsie  to  rest  assured  of  the  continuance  of 
iniijeMty's  disposition  towards  us,  jret  we 

upon  serious  examination  of  the  state  of 

kingdom,  that  there  are  great  jealousies 
ly  that  some  persons  of  great  employment 
iT  your  majesty,  hare  fomented  designs  con- 
r  Co  the  Interest  both  of  your  migesty  and 
aur  people,  intending  to  deprire  us  of  our 
■nt  rights  and  liberties,  that  thereby  they 
It  easily  introduce  the  popish  religion,  and 
rbitrury  form  of  government  over  us,  to  the 

»nd  destruction  of  the  whole  kingdom. 
Nigiit  these  who  are  presently  employed 
«■  your  majesty,  we  have  just  cause  to  ac- 
,  for  a  promoter  of  such  designs,  the  duke 
Auderdale,  lately  created  earl  of  Guilford, 
Bjae  we  have  heard  it  testified  in  our  house 
eTcral  of  our  own  members,  that  in  the 
Kng,  before  the  council,  of  the  case  of  Mr 
ilcy,  who  had  committed  Mr  James  con- 
r  to  your  majesty's  declaration  of  the  1.5th 
arch,  1671,  he,  the  said  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
Bpeoly  affirm  in  the  presence  of  your  ma- 
■  sitting  in  council,  and  before  divers  of 
subjects  attending  there,  that  your  ma- 
*■  cdCcts  ought  to  be  obeyed,  for  your  edicts 
«|nal  with  Jaws,  and  ought  to  be  obeyed  in 
Irat  place,  thereby,  as  much  as  in  him  lay, 
rjring  the  said  declaration,  and  the  proceed- 

thareupon,  and  declaring  his  inclinations 
rbitrary  counsels,  in  terror  of  your  good 
le.  And  we  are  further  confirmed  in  this 
ion  by  late  acts  of  parliament,  of  a  very 
1^  and  dangerous  nature,  which  we  have 
[-▼ed  amongst  the  printed  statutes  of  your 
dom  of  SooUand,  the  first  whereof  was  in  the 
I  aeasion  of  the  first  parliament  held  there 
tr  your  majesty,  cap.  2.5,  and  the  other  in 
•  majesty's  second  parliament,  cap.  2,  the 
vrhereof  was  never  passed  since  the  union  of 
;«ro  kingdoms,  and  are  directly  contrary  to 
ntentiori  of  an  act  past  here  in  the  fourth 

of  the  reign  of  king  James,  *<  for  the  utter 
Itfon  of  all  memory  of  hostility,  and  the  de- 
lancies  thereof  between  England  and  Scot* 
,  and  f(ir  the  repressing  of  the  occasion  of 
irda  and  disorders  in  time  to  come,"  and  of  a 
act  past  about  thesame  time  in  the  kingdom 
Dotland.  By  force  of  which  said  late  acts, 
e  ia  a  militia  settled  in  that  kingdom  of 
Bty  thousand  foot  and  two  thousand  horse, 
I  are  obliged  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  Into . 

part  of  tbh  kingdom,  far  aay  aerrioe  wbero-  J 


and  interest  shall  require:  and  hu  inye 
having  said  at  the  council-table  at 
London,  **  That  the  kiug*s  edicts  were  equi- 
valent to  laws.**  The  reader  will  find  what 
answers  were  g^ven  to  both  the  allegations,  in 
I  lis  majesty'sanswer  to  the  house  of  commons' 
address,  below.f  Notwithstanding  this  at- 
tack upon  the  duke,  he  continued  firm  in 

in  your  majesty**  honour,  authority,  and  great- 
ness may  be  concerned,  and  are  to  obey  surh 
orders  and  directions,  as  they  shall  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  the  privy  council  there.  By 
cfdour  of  which  general  words,  we  conceive  thw 
realm  may  be  liable  to  be  invaded  under  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever  ;  and  this  hath  been  done,  as 
we  apprehend,  principally  by  the  procurement 
of  the  said  duke  of  Lauderdale,  he  having  all  the 
time  of  these  transactions  been  principal  secre- 
tary of  the  said  kingdom,  and  chiefly  intrusted 
with  the  administration  of  affairs  of  state  there^ 
and  himself  commissioner  for  holding  the  imrlia- 
ment  at  the  time  of  passing  the  latter  of  the  said 
acts,  whereby  the  providing  of  the  said  horse  and 
foot  is  effectually  imposea  upon  the  said  king- 
dom, and  that  extraordinary  power  vested  in 
the  privy  council  there ;  and  we  conceive  we 
have  just  reason  to  apprehend  the  ill  consequences 
of  so  great  and  unusual  a  power,  especially  when 
the  affairs  of  that  kingdom  are  managed  by  the 
said  duke,  who  hath  manifested  himself  a  person 
of  such  pernicious  principles.  We  do  therefore 
in  all  humility  implore  your  sacred  majesty,  con- 
sidering how  universal  a  fame  and  clamour  of 
the  said  misdemeanours  runneth  openly  through- 
out this  realm,  that  for  the  ease  of  the  hearts  of 
your  people  who  are  possessed  vrith  extraor- 
dinary grief  and  sorrow,  to  see  your  majesty  thus 
abused,  and  the  kingdom  endangered,  **  your  ma- 
jesty would  araclously  be  pleased  to  remove  the 
said  duke  of  Lauderdale  from  all  his  employ- 
menu,  and  from  your  majesty's  presence  and 
council  for  ever,  as  being  a  person  obnoxious 
and  dangerous  to  the  government." 

f  King^i  answer.  May  7,  1676. 

Charles  IL— -His  majesty  has  considered  of 
the  address  against  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  and 
the  reasons  accompanying  it.  As  to  the  acts  of 
parliament  mentioned  to  have  been  past  in  Scot- 
land, his  majesty  observes  the  first  of  those  acts 
was  in  the  year  1663,  which  \vas  long  before  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale  was  his  majesty's  commis- 
sioner in  that  kingdom,  the  latter  was  in  pur- 
suance of  the  former :  as  to  the  words  by  the 
time  of  Mr  Whaley's  cause,  his  mi^esty  perceives, 
that  if  they  had  been  spoken  they  must  have  been 
spoken  before  the  last  act  of  general  pardon; 
and  his  miyesty  being  sensible  how  great  satis- 
faction and  security  the  Inviolable  preservation 
of  the  former  act  of  indemnity  and  oblivion  has 
been  to  all  his  subjects,  cannot  but  apprehend 
the  dangerous  consequences  in  inquiring  into 
any  thing  that  hath  been  pardoned  by  an  act  of 
general  purdon,  lest  the  example  of  that  might 
give  men  cause  to  fear  their  security  under  the 
act  of  oblivion. — Given  at  the  court  of  White- 
hall, the  7th  day  of  May,  1675. 

The  same  being  read,  and  a  debate  rising 
thereupon,  the  fartVier  4iibata  iA^tdmI  ^-<>^i^ 
Tuesday  morning  ncxl. 
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1675  ^^®  kind's  favour,  and  that  of  the 

'  duke  of  York ;  and,  for  some  time, 

he  and  his  brother  manai^ed  all  in  Scotland, 

and  their  party  carried  every  thing  they 

pleased  in  the  council  and  treasury. 

The  former  year  and  this,  the  differences 
among  the  episcopal  clergy  were  not  small ; 
and  since  no  account  of  them  hath,  that  I 
know  of,  been  g^ven  to  the  public,  I  shall 
insert  here,  what  I  can  gather  from  any 
papers,  relative  to  this,  come  to  my  hand, 
though  indeed  it  is  but  lame.  Bishop  Sharp 
and  his  party  resolved  to  oppress  and  bear 
down  some  who  set  up  themselves  for  some 
further  advances  in  reformation,  as  they  took 
what  they  pressed  for  to  be.  And  the  pri- 
mate's carriage  in  this  affiiir  will  be  a  new 
instance  of  that  antichristian  spirit  of  perse- 
cution and  pride  he  was  possessed  with,  in 
so  great  measures,  not  only  toward  presby- 
terians,  whom  he  had  deserted,  and  resolved 
by  all  methods  to  ruin,  but  also  to  those  of 
his  own  kidney,  when  they  came  not  up  to 
every  thing  that  was  his  pleasure,  as  if  he 
had  been  an  in^lible  and  visible  head  of  the 
church,  and  vicar  of  Christ,  or  another  anti- 
christ in  Scotland.  This  business  be^an 
last  year,  and  ended  in  September  this  year; 
and  I  put  it  all  together,  as  far  as  it  has 
come  to  my  hand. 

In  May  and  June,  1674,  not  only  some  of 
the  inferior  clergy,  but  even  some  of  the 
bishops  themselves,  began  to  complain  pretty 
openly,  that  the  church  was  not  governed 
in  an  ecclesiastical  way,  but  in  a  most  arbi- 
trary method ;  and  that  archbishop  Sharp 
acted  as  a  pope,  and,  in  council  and  out  of 
it,  managed  the  affairs  of  the  church,  without 
so  much  as  noticing  the  rest  of  the  prelates : 
and  that  though  there  was  a  law  for  a 
national  synod,  yet  none  had  been  permitted, 
by  his  influence,  to  meet,  for  a  common 
course  in  ecclesiastical  affairs,  compiling  of 
canons,  and  exercise  of  discipline.  Bishop 
Sharp  and  his  friends  allege,  that  these  com- 
plaints were  groundless,  and  flowed  from  the 
country  party,  as  it  was  called,  in  the  state, 
in  order  to  heighten  the  clamour  and  differ- 
ences under  the  duke  of  Lauderdale's 
administration.  How  far  the  persons  dis- 
satisfied with  the  duke's  management,  might 
pldf  their frume  here,  I  am  not  to  delermine : 


but  desires  for  bettering  thinga  in  the  church 
were  not  unreasonable,  at  things  stood; 
and  if  there  was  any  thing  in  this  matter  of 
partying,  it  was  carefully  improven  by  the 
primate,  to  make  the  duke  essay  to  embaik 
his  majesty  in  his  own  faction,  and  to  bev 
down  the  other  side.  All  the  aoconnt  of 
this  matter  I  am  able  to  g^TC,  to  set  the 
papers  following  in  the  fuller  light,  is,  thst 
these  complaints,  and  the  motion  for  a 
national  synod,  was  pretty  openly  given  into 
by  bishop  Laurie  of  Brechin,  and  Mr  Jamei 
Kamsay,  bishop  of  Dumblane.  When  ths 
bishop  of  Brechin  came  to  Edinbugb,  ht 
was  prevailed  upon  by  his  friends,  to  ooih 
form  himself  to  archbishop  Sharp's  scoti- 
ments ;  and  accordingly  he  quit  the  otiNf, 
and  left  him  to  manage  the  affair  alone:  yo^ 
it  is  said,  he  dropt  some  representations  ht 
had  in  trust  from  his  diocesan  synod,  pN»> 
ing  a  national  synod.  Bishop  Ramsay  stooi 
out  for  some  considerable  time,  and  insisted 
upon  the  joint  desires  of  the  clergy  of  Ui 
diocese,  and  in  other  places,  for  a  natioodl 
convocation  of  the  clergy.  Among  tht 
inferior  clergy  some  appeared  likewise  my 
active  in  this  matter,  particularly  Mean 
Turner,  Cant,  Robertson,  and  Hamilton,  it 
the  diocese  of  Edinburgh.  Their  diooeai 
being  utterly  averse  from  a  national  sywA 
they  and  some  others  agreed  upon  a  petition 
to  him,  that,  if  possibly  they  could  previl 
with  him,  he  might  deal  with  the  primate  tt 
interpose  for  the  indicting  of  one.  Ltit 
year  the  petition  was  formed,  but  when  it 
was  presented,  I  cannot  say.  A  copy  of  it 
lies  before  me,  said  to  be  taken  in  haste,  an! 
characters,  when  the  petition  was  retd; 
and  I  give  it  here  as  I  have  it. 

**  To  the  reverend  father  in  God^  the  M 
bishop  of  JEdinburgh^  the  hunible  petUim 
of  some  of  the  ministers  of  the  ditfcese  cf 
Edinburgh, 

**  That  whereas  your  lordship  is  perfecfly 
acquainted  with  the  disorders  andconfusiooi 
of  this  kirk,  and  the  contempt  the  ministefi 
and  ordinances  of  the  gospel  lie  under  at 
the  present,  and  that  the  protestant  religion 
itself  is  thereby  exposed :  we  do  humbly  and 
eamestiy  desire,  that  your  lordship  wiQ 
intercede  with  the  lord  primate  his  gnos^ 
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•nd  the  rest  of  the  R.  R.  the  hishops,  that ;  writ  before  the  matter  wan  tabled  in 
they  would  be  pleased  carefully  to  represent  j  council,  and  follows.  * 

the  sad  and  deplorable   condition  of  this 


kiriCy  to  his  most  sacred  majesty  :  and  that 
uoce,    in  all  9geB,  synods  and  assemblies 


**  May  it  please  your  g^race, 
**  Albeit  1  liave  kept  long  silent,  and  my 


haTe  been  judged  the  best  ecclesiastical  j  correspondence  with  your  grace  hath  not 
remedies  of  such  evils,  they  would  interpose  |  been  so  frequent  as  formerly;  yet,  like  the 
that  a  national  synod  may  be  indicted  by  :  son  of  Cresus,  I  must  cry  out  when  my 
his  majesty's  authority ;  and  so  the  schisms  !  mother  the  church  is  in  hazard,  and,  I 
and  abounding  disorders  whereby  truth  and    belieye,  if  I  should  hold  my  peace,  the  very 


peace  are  in  so  much  danger,  with  all  the 
bad  effects  thereof,  may  be  removed,  and 


stones  should  speak,  for  the  gospel  is  now 
at  stake.    We  are  assaulted  not  only  by 


tome  speedy  solid  course  fallen  upon,  for  foreigners*  our  old  enemies  the  fanatics, 
advancing  the  purity  and  power  of  religion,  <  who  were  never  off  us;  but  also,  alas !  my 
and  good  discipline  :  that  so  his  majesty's  lord,  there  is  a  fire  set  to  our  own  bed-straw 
subjects,  agreeing  in  the  truth  of  God's  most  •  by  sons  of  our  own  bowels,  who  viper-like 
holy  word,  may  live  quietly  and  peaceably,  j  seek  to  eat  that  which  produced  them. 
in  all  godliness  and  honesty,  under  his  gra-  |  They  are  all  crying  for  a  general  convocation 
dous  government.  We  are  confident  your  >  of  the  clergy,  upon  no  other  account  but  to 
lordship  will  favourably  accept  of  this  humble  shake  off  our  yoke,  and  break  our  bands 
address ;   neither  can  we  doubt  but  your    asunder. 


lordship  will  endeavour  to  do  yoiu*  utmost 
in  so  good  a  cause.  We  know  likenise, 
many  others  of  the  brethren  of  the  diocese 
would  have  joined  in  the  same  desires,  had 
they  enjoyed  this  occasion  of  applying  your 
lordship,  and  with  us  have  exonerated  them- 
selves in  what  is  so  much  our  duty,  in  times 
of  so  much  difficulty  and  danger.  Thus, 
remitting  other  things  to  your  lordship's 
prudence,  we  pray  Almighty  God  to  grant 
yon  direction,  and  remain,"  &c. 

Who  or  how  many  signed  this  petition  I 
know  not ;  but  I  find  the  four  last  named 
ministers  were  removed  from  their  charges 
for  some  time :  we  shall  afterwards  find  two 
of  them  reponed,  on  their  submission ;  and 
it  is  probable  the  rest  were  received,  after 
they  had  suffered  a  while  upon  the  score 
of  their  hannless  opinion  in  this  matter. 
It  is  but  little  further  account  I  can  give, 
save  what  the  reader  must  collect  from  the 
papers  I  shall  now  insert,  which  speak  for 
themselves,  and  contain  a  pretty  full  view 
of  this  matter,  from  the  parties  principally 
concerned.  I  begin  with  a  paper  relating  to 
this  matter,  and  entitled,  **  Letter  from 
Archbishop  Sharp  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,"  dated,  in  two  copies  before 
me,  in  the  year  1674,  but  without  the  month 


**  1  hope  your  grace  will  consider  your 
own  hazard,and  what  disorders  have  followed 
in  England,  upon  our  distempers  in  Scot- 
land :  when  our  neighbour's  house  is  on  fire, 
it  is  time  to  look  to  our  own.  Their  great 
aim  and  design  is  against  me,  who,  God 
knows,  like  Paul,  have  spent  myself  in  the 
service  of  this  church,  and  am  yet  willing  to 
spend  what  remains.  I  believe  no  man  can 
say  I  have  run  in  vain,  but  if  I  be  not  sup- 
ported by  his  majesty's  special  favour, 
through  your  grace's  interposition,  I  shall 
inevitably  sufier  shipwreck ;  and  that  were 
of  no  value  upon  my  ohti  account,  but  I 
see,  through  my  side,  the  church  shall  be 
wounded. 

**  The  only  remedy  is  to  procure  his 
majesty  to  discharge  the  convocation,  which 
will  calm  the  storm,  and  quench  all  those 
malicious  designs  which  are  now  on  foot  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  church.  They  are 
already  come  to  that  height  of  insolence, 
that  one  Mr  Cant,  a  presbyter,  has  shaken 
off  all  fear  of  God,  and  regard  to  his 
canonical  oath,  in  calling  me  a  great  grievance 
to  the  church.  My  dear  lord  and  brother, 
bestir  yourself  in  this  affair,  and  remember 
the  wo  is  pronounced  against  those  who  are 
at  ease  when  Zion  is  in  distress.     So  recom- 


and  day.     It  appears  to  me  to  have  been  |  mending  this  to  your  care,  I  am,  my  lord. 
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11175.  y^^"*  €"^*   afTectionate  brother, 
uid  faithful  servant, 

*•  St  Andrews." 

Directed,  *<  For  hie  piux,  the 
archbiebop  of  Canterbarj.** 

Whether  this  whining  letter  put  the  bi- 
shop of  Canterbury  upon  using  his  interest 
at  court  in  this  matter,  I  know  not,  but  no 
stone  is  left  untamed  here  to  cnrt>  this 
alleged  insolence  of  these  who  differed  from 
the  primate.    Accordingly,  I  find  the  arch- 
bishop tables  this  matter  before  the  council* 
and  begins  the  persecution :  and,  July  2d, 
1674,  **  the  council  being  informed  by  the 
archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  of  some  insolent 
carriage  and  expressions  of  Mr  Archibald 
Turner,    Mr  John    Robertson,    and    Mr 
Andrew  Cant,  ministers  at  Edinburgh,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  presbytery,  and  before  and 
thereafter;  do  remit  to  the  archbishop  of 
St  Andrews,  lord  privy  seal,  earls  of  Kin- 
cardine and  Dundonald,  president  and  advo- 
cate, to  meet  and  examine  them  thereaneut, 
and  to  examine  witnesses,  with  power  to 
confine  and  imprison  as  they  find  cause,  and 
report."     Wliat  they  found  and  did  there- 
upon, I  know  not ;  bnt  it  would  seem  that 
an  account  was  sent  up  to  London,  and  that 
i»  the  foundation  of  the  letter  from  the  king, 
which  I  shall  just  now  speak  of.    And  a 
meeting  of  bishops  is  thought  proper  at  St 
Andrews,  and  the  bishop  of  Dumblane  is 
acquainted  to  wait  upon  it    All  the  account 
I  can  give  of  this,   is  from  a  letter  from 
bitihop  Ramsay  to  this  meeting.    He   did 
come   to   them,    and    used  abundance  of 
freedom  with  the  primate.    This  was  so  ill 
taken,  that  he  is  advised  to  withdraw,  which 
he  did,  leaving  the  following  letter  behind 
him. 

"  May  it  please  your  grace, 
"  It  was  in  obedience  to  your  letter  re- 
quiring me,  that  I  presumed  to  come  to  this 
meeting,  wherein,being  thus  called,  I  thought 
I  might  have  spoken  my  opinion  freely^ 
according  as  my  reason  did  dictate  to  me : 
yet  no  sooner  did  I  offer  to  speak  my 
thoughts  before  the  bishop  and  dean  of 
Edinburgh,  upon  a  particuhu*  then  debated, 
bat  jour  fp-ace  did  charge  me  as  unchris- 


tian and  uncivil,  though  I  was  upon  my 
guard  tospeak  in  all  submissive  terms, your 
grace  having  signified  your  displeasiire  with 
me,  by  refusing  me  your  hand  at  fint  meet- 
ing ;  and,  my  lords  the  biahopa  know  with 
what  sharp  expressioiis  yoor  grace  treated 
me  yesterday,  for  no  other  canae,  but  thit  I 
humbly  desLred  to  know  in  what  capacity 
we  were  to  act  in  this  meetiniry  wheUier  is 
a  provincial  or  nationai  synod ;  *nd  once 
and  again  your  grace  required  me  to  be  gOM 
from  the  meeting :  however,  I  was  loatii  tt 
go  away  presently,  but  stayed  tiD  that  mMl- 
ing  was  ended.    Yet  finding  it  is  not  fit  for 
me  to  appear  at  a  second  diet,  after  yosr 
grace  required  me  to  begone,  and  also  ifipif^ 
bending  there  may  be  hazard  for  me  waj 
more  to  speak  my  mind  in  this  meeting, 
which  I  conclude  from  the  warning  one  of 
the  right  reverend  bishops  gave  me  yestfr- 
night,  who  told  me,  he  believed  my  netk 
was  yuiking,  which  hazard  I  have  the  man 
reason  to  apprehend,  because  I  heard  it 
spoken  in  the  meeting,  that  there  were  let- 
ters from  the  king's  majesty,  which  yonr 
grace  hath  showed  to  the  rest  of  my  rerer' 
end  brethren,  and  kept  up  finom  me ;  there* 
fore  I  resolve  to  give  your  grace  and  this 
meeting  no  further  trouble  by  appearing  is 
it :  only  I  protest  for  the  liberty  of  my 
episcopal  seat,  that  in  all  time  coming  it 
may  be  free  for  the  bishops  of  Dumblane  te 
be  at  the  meetings  of  the  bishops,  and  be 
authorized  to  bring  presbyters  with  them  to 
the  same,  as  well   as  any  other  bishops, 
which  hath  not  been  granted  to  me  at  thii 
time. 

**  And  though  I  cannot  at  this  time  be 
any  more  present,  yet  I  stiU  presume  to 
offer  my  humble  opinion  anent  the  motios 
about  canons,  which  was  spoken  of  yester- 
night, and  lay  those  considerations  followiog 
at  your  feet,  and  the  rest  of  my  lords  the 
bishops.  1st.  Although  none  in  this  church 
is  more  grieved  for  long  want  of  ^^mi^^w^  nor 
wishes  a  more  speedy  settlement  of  them  in 
a  regular  way,  than  mjrself,  yet  it  may  be 
considered  whether  (especially  at  this  time) 
it  may  not  possibly  increase  our  schism  sad 
disorders,  by  raising  a  jealousy  in  the  miadi 
both  of  the  orderiy  clergy  and  othen;  ss  if 
%  we  intended  to  rule  them  in  an  arbitnuy 
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way,  if  we  alter  these  methods  of  makings 
eociesiasticsl  laws,  which  have  been  oon- 
stantly  used  since  the  refonnatioD,  and  was 
pleaded  for  by  the  bishops  themselves  in  tlie 
year  1 6 1 9,  as  archbishop  Spotis wood  records 
in  his  history.  2dly.  If  we  can  legally  form 
canons  for  the  church,  in  a  meeting  which  is 
neither  national,  proyincial,  nor  diocesan, 
but  only  consultatiTe,  as  your  grace  declared 
this  to  be  yesternight,  since  by  an  express 
act  of  parliament  it  is  declared,  that  no  act 
or  canon  shall  be  of  any  force  or  validity,  or 
be  obeyed  by  any  in  this  church,  but  what 
■hall  be  agreed  on  by  the  national  synod,  as 
the  said  act  seems  clearly  to  appoint  3dly. 
Whether  it  be  not  very  expedient,  that  after 
■o  long  a  want  of  canons,  there  should  be 
fiill  and  mature  deliberation  had  thereanent, 
Lest  they  be  either  defective  or  redundant, 
^nA  SO  still  keep  this  poor  church  in  an 
luiaettled  condition,  while  we  think  to  settle 
the  same :  for  your  lordships  may  easily  see 
how  improbable  it  is,  upon  the  first  hearing 
Df  these  canons  read  (for  some  of  us  never 
WKW  them  as  yet)  that  we  should  be  able  to 
BOgiiosce  seriously  of  every  thing  necessary 
to  be  considered  in  so  great  anafiair,  and  so 
bnp<Hrtant  to  the  church.  4thly.  Though 
the  archbishop  of  Glasgow  was  not  written 
fco,  that  he  might  attend  this  meeting,  yet  it 
is  not  unknown  to  your  grace  and  lordships, 
bow  6tted  he  is  to  give  advice  in  the  matter 
(bf  canons ;  nor  doubt  I  but  it  will  be  expe- 
lieat  that  he  should  be  consulted  in  an 
kffur  that  concerns  the  whole  church,  since 
be  is  a  distinct  metropolitan.  5thly.  Whether 
M"  not  the  matters  of  faith  and  worship  ought 
bo  be  considered,  by  the  same  necessity  that 
anions  are,  since  we  both  feel  and  have 
reason  to  fear  danger  to  this  church,  by 
beresy  and  irreligion,  no  less  than  by  scan- 
Inls  in  piactice.  And  therefore  J  leave  it 
before  your  lordships'  grave  consideration,  if 
It  be  fitting  to  do  the  affairs  that  are  intrin- 
sical  to  the  church  by  halves,  yea,  by  smaller 
pleises,  and  not  rather  by  carefully  preparing 
these,  than  canons  only;  that  when  they 
are  prepared,  according  to  the  warrant 
granted  by  his  majesty,  many  years  ago,  to 
that  effect,  his  majesty  may  be  humbly  soli- 
eited  to  indict  a  national  synod,  against 
Such   tame  as  his   majesty   in    his   royal 


wisdom    shall    think    fittest,    and 
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most  consistent  with  his  other 
affiurs.  And  since  the  schism  of  this  church 
hath  opened  the  door  to  most  of  our 
other  evils,  1  also  move  with  all  tobmiarion 
(if  there  be  any  harm)  that  endeavours  be 
used  to  cure  the  schism  in  a  church  way, 
and  that  essays  be  made  to  bring  them  to 
our  church,  inviting  the  gravest  and  most 
sober  of  these  ministers  that  yet  have  not 
concuired  with  us,  that  so  at  least  the  wide- 
ness  of  the  breach  may  be  contracted,  and 
the  church  more  fortified  against  all  its 
distempers. 

*<And  thus  I  have  presumed  to  empty 
my  most  sincere  and  inward  thoughts  touch- 
ing that  affair,  as  far  as  the  shortness  of 
time  would  allow :  and  as  I  beg  your  grace 
and  lordships'  pardon,  if  in  any  thing  I  have 
offended,  so  I  hope  your  goodness  will  for- 
give the  trouble  of  this  letter,  which  I  shall 
lengthen  no  further  than  to  assure  your 
grace,  however  I  be  disposed,  your  assist- 
ance and  direction  by  the  unerring  Spirit  of 
God,  for  recovering  this  poor  church,  shall 
always  be  prayed  for  by,"  &c 

Directed,  **  For  his  grace  the  archbishop 
of  St  Andrews,  and  my  lords  the  bishops 
of  his  province,  now  convened  at  St 
Andrews." 

''P.S.  I  presume  to  add,  that  it  is  my 
humble  request,  that  your  grace  may  inter- 
pose for  taking  off  the  sentence  inflicted 
upon  these  loyal  and  worthy  watchmen  the 
ministers  of  Edinburgh,  lest  disorders  grow 
more  in  that  dty,  and  finom  thence  infect 
other  places." 

The  sentence  against  the  ministers  of 
Edinburgh,  spoken  of  in  this  postscript,  will 
best  appear  from  the  following  letter  sent  to 
the  council  upon  this  affair,  which  was 
before  the  above  meeting  of  the  bishops  at 
St  Andrews ;  of  which  I  have  not  the  date> 
but  only  find  it  was  this  year.  When  infor- 
mation had  been  sent  up,  in  June  or  July^ 
of  this  matter,  the  king  sent  down  this  let* 
ter,  dated  July  16th,  1674,  which  1  find 
read  in  council,  July  28th. 

''Right  trusty  and  well  beloved,  ke. 
We  greet  you  welL  As  we  cannot  but, 
when  occasion  is  g^ven,  signify  our  royal 
displeasure  against  aU  fact\o\)fi  qlh^  ^vxvkln^ 
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i«7»5  ^"^y  ^"  *^*  chnrch,  unbecomiii; 
'  that  orderly  Bubordinalion  and 
dependence,  which  is  owned  by  the  canons 
of  the  Christian  church,  and  the  hiws 
of  that  our  ancient  kingdom ;  so  from  our 
princely  zeal  and  care  that  the  authority 
and  honour  of  bishops  in  their  due  subor- 
dination may  be  preserved,  and  all  con- 
trivances agfainst  them  suppressed  and  pun- 
ished, we  have  thought  fit  to  write  to  the 
archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  that  it  is  our 
royal  pleasure,  that  forthwith  there  be  a 
translation  of  the  bishop  of  Dumblane,  to 
that  of  the  Isles;  and  that  the  bishop  of 
Brechin  be  appointed  ordinarily  to  preach.at 
the  college  kirk  of  Edinbuigh;  that  the 
bishop  of  Edinburgh  remove  Mr  Turner, 
Mr  Kobertson,  and  Mr  Cant,  from  the 
exercise  of  the  ministry  in  Edinburgh,  or  any 
place  in  his  diocese  without  license,  and 
that  Mr  Hamilton  be  removed  from  Leith. 
Therefore  as  upon  other  occasions,  we  have 
reoonunended  our  bishops  in  that  church  to 
be  countenanced  and  assisted  by  the  lords 
of  our  privy  council  in  the  discharge  of  their 
offices,  and  that  their  persons  may  be  kept 
in  safety  and  due  respect ;  so  at  this  time 
especially  we  judge  it  necessary,  when  their 
authority  is  not  only  assaulted  by  schisma- 
tics, but  contemned  and  violated  by  those 
who  are  solemnly  engaged  to  pay  them 
obedience  canonical,  to  require  you  to  em- 
ploy your  authority  for  that  effect :  and  in 
particular,  we  do  positively  require  you,  to 
cause  the  bishop  of  Dumblane,  within  two 
weeks  to  remove  from  residence  in  any 
place  of  the  diocese  of  Glasgow,  and  forbear 
meddling  with  matters  relative  to  the  church, 
save  in  his  diocese  of  the  Isles,  but  as  he 
shall  be  called  thereunto  by  his  ordinary  the 
archbishop  of  Glasgow,  or  by  the  archbishop 
of  St  Andrews,  upon  occasion,  as  primate : 
that  ye  cause,  within  ten  days,  Mr  Turner 
to  remove  from  Edinburgh  to  Glasgow, 
there  to  abide  till  our  further  pleasure  be 
signified :  that,  within  the  space  of  ten  days, 
ye  cause  Mr  Robertson  to  be  removed  to 
the  minister's  manse  at  Auchterless,  in  the 
diocese  of  Aberdeen,  there  to  abide  till  our 
further  pleasure :  that  within  the  like  space 
Mr  Cant  be  removed  to  Libberton,  there  to 
td/ide  till  our  further  pleasure ;  and  within 


the  said  space  Mr  Hamihon  remored  frat 
Leilh  to  die  manse  of  Cnumoad^till  farther 
orders.  For  all  which  this  shall  be  joir 
warrant,  and  so  we  bid  yon  heartily  fiueweH 
Given  at  our  castle  at  Windsor,  the  16th 
i  day  of  July  1674,  and  of  our  reign  the  26tk 
year,     by  his  majesty's  command^ 

**  Laudbedalx." 

Here  indeed  is  snmmar  justice,  and  the 
full  exercise  of  the  royal  supremacy ;  bishopi 
and  ministers  removed  and  confined,  without 
any  process  or  trial  I  know  of,  but  merelj 
by  letters  and  informations  sent  up  by  their 
enemieb  here.  The  king's  letter  was  obeyed 
in  all  pmnts  of  it,  and  July  28ih,  the  coaiidl 
send  a  macer  to  intimate  the  king's  plesmt 
to  all  of  them :  (and  upon  the  30th  of  July, 
as  we  saw  in  the  council's  letter  of  this  dste 
last  year,  they  signify  to  the  duke  so  mncb) 
and  order  each  of  them  to  gire  obedience  ai 
accords. 

The  same  day  the  bishop  of  DnmbUm 
presents  a  petition  to  the  council,  aneot 
which  I  know  no  further  than  what  is  coS' 
tained  in  his  letter  to  the  bishop  of  St 
Andrews,  just  now  to  be  insert  Only  I 
find  this  sliort  letter  to  Lauderdale  in  tlK 
couucdl  books.  ^  May  it  please  yourgnce, 
The  enclosed  petition  from  the  bishop  ^ 
Dumblane,  being  this  day  presented  to  nS) 
we  thought  not  fit  to  meddle  in  the  afiir, 
but  have  transmitted  it  to  your  grace,  tint 
his  majesty  may  be  acquainted  therewith.  I 
am,"  &c.  Whatever  was  in  the  petitioa 
the  bishop  of  Dumblane  (for  although  by  tbe 
king's  letter  he  is  ordered  to  be  translated  ti 
the  Isles,  yet  he  still  in  his  papers  keeps bs 
style  of  Dumblane,)  takes  the  first  oppoitf 
nity  to  go  up  to  court  himself.  AccordiogH, 
in  April,  1675, 1  find  both  hun  and  the  pi> 
mate  at  London,  where  the  two  bishops  £i8 
a  scolding  in  their  letters ;  they  give  the  bcrf 
account  of  their  difference  themselves,  sn^ 
so  I  insert  them.  The  bishop  of  DnrnUsn* 
begins  this  paper  war  with  the  foUowiif 
letter,  of  the  date  June  7th,  1675,  fall  d 
severe  charges. 

"  May  it  please  your  grace, 
"  It  is  not  unknown  to  your  grace,  what 
obliged  me  to  oome  to  this  place,  or  occa- 
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lis  majesty  takes  notice  of  in  his  letter  to 
fou,  July  16thy  1674,  and  was  the  ground 
)f  what  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  order 
sonceming  me,  both  in  that,  and  the  letter 
to  the  privy  ooundl,  of  the  same  date.  It 
vras  you  who  not  only  intimated  his  majes- 
ty's pleasure,  contained  in  your  own  letter, 
f«ry  surprisingly  to  me,  and  in  an  eztn^u- 
dkrbd  and  unfiitherly  manner,  without  any 
gliostly  exhortations;  but  also  influenced 
the  council  to  intimate  their  order,  without 
previous  calling  me  to  be  heard:  and  when 
I  gave  in  my  petition  to  the  council,  contain- 
ing my  purpose  to  give  exact  obedience  to 
iiis  majesty's  pleasure,  but  only  prayed  them 
to  represent  my  case  to  hb  sacred  majesty, 
that,  for  the  justification  of  my  innocence, 
(since  I  was  not  called  before  sentence)  I 
migfat  be  put  to  the  strictest  trial,  anent 
thoe  crimes  informed  against  me ;  (a  desire 
which  comingfrom  the  meanest  buck,  should, 
§or  its  justice,  have  been  kindly  entertained 
hj  churchmen)  yet,  you  know  how  vigor- 
aasly  you  opposed  it ;  yea,  after  the  council 
pleased,  notwithstanding  your  opposi- 


ioned  my  stay  lo  long  in  it     1  have   upon  what  shadow  of  ground  you 
^und  to  believe  it  was  you  who  abused   either  think  or  report  it  to  others  ?        ^ 
ijesty's  ears  with  that  acoount^  which    Have  youany  letters  under  my  hand,avouGh> 

ing  that  presbyterial  government,  even  but 
for  iU substentials, /sre  dwmo?  Or,  that  I 
was  thinking  demutandoioh,  when  the  par- 
liament made  the  first  discoveries  of  their  in- 
clination to  restore  episcopacy  ?  And  your 
grace  may  remember,  that  I  was  sequestrate 
by  the  usurpers,  from  the  exercise  of  my 
chaige,  till  the  king's  happy  restoration ;  and 
you  know  how  early  I  discovered  my  per- 
suasion touching  church  government,  and 
how  I  acted  for  it  in  the  synod  of  Lothian, 
under  the  eye  of  the  greatest  patrons  of 
presbytery;  and  do  you  think  I  am  turned 
fimatic  because  a  bidi<^  ?  I  beseech  your 
grace  to  consider  how  unjustifiable  those 
slanders  will  be,  when  put  to  the  touch. 
Wherefore,  I  desire  (I  shall  not  say  the 
fiivour,  but  the  justice  of  you)  that  you  may 
either  choose  an  indifferent  person,  who 
may  consider  your  allegations,  with  their 
evidences,  and  my  answers;  or, that  without 
more  noise  (considering  that  my  sufferings 
already  are  fiur  above  die  merits  of  all  you 
can  lay  to  my  charge)  you  will  be  pleased  to 
interpose,  and  wipe  off  the  dirt  by  the  same 
tion,  to  transmit  my  petition  to  his  majesty's  |  hand  that  threw  it  on  me,  whereby  I  may 

be  restored  to  his  majesty's  favour,  and  my 
just  right :  by  doing  whereof,  you  may  cross 
a  lust  of  malice,  but  can  neither  wound  con- 
science nor  honour.  But,  if  you  please 
neither  of  these,  nor  any  thing  else  than  my 
being  a  holocaust  to  your  revenge ;  then  let 
me  beseech  you  to  allow  me  the  same  free- 
dom in  representing  you,  which  you  have 
taken  concerning  me:  and  I  assure  you, 
though  I  will  have  foul  things  to  represent,  I 
will  doit  in  fiurer  manner  than  that  in  which 
you  used  me ;  and  this  candour  in  warning 
you  is  one  step  of  it  My  lord,  if  you  think 
strange  of  the  terms  and  manner  of  this 
address,  I  must  be  excused ;  for  I  would  not 
put  what  I  was  obliged  to  say  in  fairer  or 
better  expressions ;  nor  can  I  believe  you 
should  expect  I  would  come  to  trouble  you 
myself,  after  you  had  often  discovered  your 
displeasure  when  I  waited  on  you,  and  re- 
quired me  to  begone  out  of  your  own  house, 
after  you  had  called  me  to  it,  and  at  length 


oOBsideration,  you  shortly  after  came  here, 
where  you  have  stayed  since,  having  no 
miaU  influence  on  them  who  manage  public 
albirs.  It  might  have  been  reasonably  hoped, 
that,  as  primate,  you  should  have  concerned 
jrours^lf  to  help  forward  a  favourable  answer 
to  the  petition  of  a  bishop  of  your  own  pro- 
vince, so  just  in  itself,  and  so  transmitted ; 
or,  though  your  lordship  had  no  regard  to 
■ae,  yet  the  consideration  of  the  good  of  the 
cbnnch,  in  that  comer  where  you  know  dis- 
orders are  increased  since  my  restraint, 
together  with  the  danger  of  the  preparative, 
dMuld  have  prompted  your  grace  to  do 
somewhat,  to  bear  witness  that  your  seal  for 
the  church  was  stronger  than  your  private 
pique  at  me.  But  since  I  came  here,  I  have 
been  amazed  to  find  a  person  of  your  char- 
acter and  parts,  could  think  it  worthy  of 
himself  and  his  pains,  to  make  and  spread 
such  reports  as  I  am  told  you  have  done. 
May  I  be  so  bold  as  to  ask  your  grace,  if 

indeed  you  believe  me  to  be  a  fanatic ;  or  |  pursued  me  to  this  height  and  continuance 
II.  1  ^ 
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of  suffering,  withoat  just  grounds. 
Howeyer,  my  kxrd,  I  ha?e  a  jott 
yeneiation  for  your  character,  and  shall  be 
loath  to  dishonour  any  that  bears  it,  if  yon 
do  not  oonstrsin  me,  by  continningto  oppress 
me  uiyustly,  and  by  endeaTOuring  to  shut  up 
against  me  all  ayenues  for  redress :  yet,  eyen 
when  this  force  shall  be  put  upon  me^  1 
will  endeavour  to  follow  such  methods  as 
are  agreeable  to  the  canons  and  practice  of 
the  church  in  such  cases,  so  much  as  un- 
ayoidable  circumstances  will  permit  me. 
And  herein  I  desire  not  to  be  mistaken,  as 
if  I  sent  this,  out  of  my  trifling  vanity,  to 
fret  you;  I  do  it  not,  but  out  of  duty  to 
warn  you.  They  are  no  trifles  I  have  to 
say;  and  if  you  contemn  this  warning,  1  will 
be  ezonered  before  God  and  men  to  publish 
them.  But  I  hope  and  desire  you  will  pre- 
vent me  by  taking  sober  resolutions ;  for  I 
declare  upon  my  honesty,  that  no  man  knows 
that  (much  less  what  I  have  written)  so  that 
it  is  in  your  power  yet  to  make  it  public,  or 
keep  it  quiet;  do  which  plesses  you:  but 
let  me  assure  you  (though  you  would  seem 
not  to  believe  it)  that  I  am  a  true  son  of 
the  church,  a  zealous  lover  of  order  and  due 
subordination  in  it;  and  wherein  you  are 
truly  for  these,  you  shall  never  find  me 
other  than,  may  it  please  your  grace,  your 
grace^s  most  fiuthful  servant, 

"  Ja.  Duublanen.*' 
'^  If  your  grace  return  no  answer  this  or 
the  nest  day,  1  wiU  conclude  you  resolve  to 
give  me  none." 

No  question  this  letter  would  put  the 
primate  to  use  his  politics,  and  in  his  return 
he  spares  not  his  brother.  Which  of  them 
speaks  truth  I  cannot  determiue ;  but  one 
of  them  must  be  a  liar,  for  they  flatly  con- 
tradict each  other,  as  will  appear  from  the 
primate's  return. 

**  Axyard,  June  Sth,  1675. 
•*  My  lord, 
**  Yesterday,  in  the  morning,  while  I  was 
going  from  the  privy  garden  to  the  park,  a 
serving  man  put  a  letter  in  my  hand,  from 
your  lordship;  which  having  read,  J  shall,  in 
gratification  of  your  pressing  desire,  send 
this  return.  Your  lordship  knows  best  what 


obliged  yon  to  come  to  this  place,  or  oeea- 
sioned  your  so  long  stay  in  it^  having  neti- 
fied  neither  to  me;  and  yon  are  mistakm  if 
you  think  that  I  came^  or  have  stayed,  in 
reference  to  you  or  jojot  case^  or  have  tskca 
pains  to  make  or  spread  reports,  as  you  sre 
told  I  have  done :  for  I  dedara  I  have  not 
mentioned  your  name  to  the  kmg,  nor  spoke 
of  you  to  any,  before  I  received  your  l^ter, 
save  to  these  who  told  me  yoa  had  beea 
with  them,  and  spoken  of  me  and  my 
way,  in  reference  to  the  church  and  to  yoa; 
and  what  I  ssid  was  in  just  defence  sod 
vindication,  against  what  yoa  had  most 
injuriously  laid  at  my  door.  Your  kMdship 
has  charged  me  with  many  things  of  which 
1  am  innocent,  and  for  which,  neither  ss  s 
privy  counsellor,  nor  an  archbishop^  am  I 
obliged  to  give  you  an  account.  1  have  act 
made  it  my  business  to  inquire  into  year 
persuasions  in  former  or  later  year%  nor 
into  the  meritorious  actings  or  suffoiqp 
you  value  yourself  so  much  upon,  bcAKS 
the  king's  restoration;  nor  am  I  solicitoai 
whom  you  mean,  who,  by  letters  under  his 
hand,  avoucheth  that  presbytery  is  jarif 
divini^  or  was  thinking  €le  nmUmdo  soh^ 
when  the  parliament  was  about  to  restore 
episcopacy ;  for  better  men  than  either  yon 
or  I,  have,  without  any  criminous  imputa- 
tion,  changed  their  sentiments  about  the  fona 
of  governments  and  public  administratioaik 
which  they  have  owned  by  the  press  and  the 
sword.  1  do  not  think,  nor  said  to  any, 
you  are  "  turned  fanatic  because  become  a 
bishop ;"  but  I  think  there  may  be  a  schisma- 
tical  and  unpeaceable  bishop  in  the  church, 
and  have  more  than  once  admonished  yoa 
to  take  heed  of  that  divisive  temper,  and 
giving  way  to  that  dictating  and  aMtnmi^ 
humour,  by  which  you  have  been  observed 
to  scandalize  your  superiors  and  brethren, 
before  you  was  a  bishop,  and  since;  and 
shall  moreover  fiurly  tell  your  lordship^  thst 
since  your  coming  to  England,  I  have  heard^ 
that  some,  who  think  you  had  no  small 
hand  in  that  persecution,  have  declared  that 
you  contributed  for  promoting  the  fiuutic 
interest,  and  have  not  spared  to  slander  some 
of  your  own  order,  in  their  absence,  a'hich, 
I  believe  is  not  unknown  to  you.  I  had 
little  opportunity  to  converse  with  you  in 
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my  whole  life.  I  remember  when  I  did 
yaa  some  good  offices,  but  cannot  say  I  had 
the  opportonity  to  speak  with  you  above 
twice  or  thrice,  and  then  overly ;  and  seve- 
ral years  before  yon  wore  made  a  bishop, 
and  since,  I  have  said  nothing  but  what  I 
hsve  spoke  to  yourself,  upon  divers  occa- 
sions, before  some  bishc^  and  others  of  the 
t^tngfy  who  have  testified  I  did  not  require 
yon  to  be  gone  out  of  my  house  at  St 
Andrews :  and  after,  at  Edinbui^h,  when 
yoQ  was  at  my  lodging,  you  did  meet 
with  no  uncivil  usage  fit>m  me.  So  that 
when  some  told  me  you  made  that  your 
excuse,  for  not  paying  ordinary  civilities  to 
me  since  you  came  hither,  I  said,  I  was  not 
to  challenge  that  strangeness  which  was 
noiticed  by  others.  It  was  a  strange  allegeance 
of  yoor  lordship,  and  you  are  the  first  clergy- 
man of  any  degree,  whom  I  heard  complain 
of  my  uncivil  usage  of  any  of  them.  And 
it  it  no  less  strange,  that  you  allege  my  con- 
tinoance  to  oppress  you,  for  endeavouring  to 
abut  up  against  **  you  all  avenues  for  redress," 
aa  you  phrase  it,  without  any  evidence  or 
proof;  but  that  you  will  set  up  me  as  the 
digect  of  your  blustering  against,  on  a  pre- 
tence to  the  errand,  you  know  best,  you 
came  and  stayed  here  for.  I  shall  further 
add,  that  the  scolding  language,  and  mensr 
cing  warnings  you  are  pleased  to  treat  me 
with,  by  your  letter,  do  not  fret  or  discom- 
pose me,  though  you  say,  they  are  not  trifles 
jou  have  to  bring  against  me.  And  as  my 
own  heart  tells  me,  I  harbour  no  malice, 
pique,  and  revenge  against  your  lordship, 
which  you  do  so  positively  chaise  against 
me:  so  I  believe  I  can  justify,  to  all  my 
brethren  of  our  order,  (whose  judgment  I 
shall  not  decline,  as  to  all  you  can  accuse  me 
of)  or  to  any  else  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  competent  authority,  that  whatever  I 
have  done  or  said  against  your  lordship,  did 
proceed  from  no  other  motive  but  from  the 
nense  of  that  duty  I  owe  to  the  king,  to  the 
church,  and  to  the  office  I  bear,  which,  in 
the  judgment  of  my  brethren,  you  have 
Tiolated.  And  though  I  might  have  ex- 
pected more  deference  and  regard  from  your 
lordship,  than  hitherto  I  have  found ;  yet, 
if  that  the  unavoidable  circumstances  you 
write  you  arc  under,  will  not  permit  you  to 
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follow  these  methods  which  are  con- 
sistent with  the  great  veneration 
you  say  you  have  for  my  character,  but  that 
yon  nuist  endeavour  to  dishonour  the  per- 
son who  bean  it,  without  transgressing  the 
canons  and  pmcticeaof  the  church,  by  repre- 
senting those  foul  things  you  say  yon  have 
against  me,  I  hope  Ood  will  arm  me  with 
patience  under  this  injustice,  and  also,  from 
your  own  hand,  in-ipe  off  all  that  dirt  that 
shall  be  thrown  upon  my  integrity,  which 
I  will  own  against  all  the  methods  of  express- 
ing that  bitter  and  causeless  enmity  and 
spite,  you  have  not  stuck  to  profess  against 
me  in  Scotland,  and  since  you  came  hither. 
You  know  I  have  not  been  a  stranger  in  the 
lot  of  being  attempted  by  the  baricings  of  the 
malicious  defiunationa,  and  the  printed  libels 
of  the  adversaries  to  that  orto,  for  which,  I 
may  say,  without  vanity,  I  have  suffered  and 
done  more  and  longer,  than  your  lordship 
can  pretend  to,  or  these  who  malign  me. 
And  now  if  you  should  follow  that  trade,  as 
you  have  begun,  others  may  think,  quamms 
ego  dignus  esaem  hoc  contumdia^  nuUgmu 
tamen  tu  qui  facereg.  And  since  you  are 
pleased  under  your  hand,  to  give  me  warn- 
ing that  you  will  represent  foul  things  against 
me,  which  you  will  publish,  and  yet  do  not 
mention  the  particular  crimes,  but  leaves  it 
to  my  choice  whether  to  make  it  public  or 
to  hold  it  quiet,  which  is  upon  the  matter  to 
take  with  the  guilt  of  whatever  malice  shall 
suggest  or  allege  against  me :  this,  I  confess, 
yon  may  declare  upon  your  honesty,  is  a 
generous  offer  firom  a  true  son  of  the  church, 
a  zealous  lover  of  order  and  due  subordina- 
tion, to  be  made  to  one  to  whom  yon  sware 
canonic  obedience,  and  do  now  sign  yourself 
ever  to  be  a  most  £uthful  servant ;  but  on 
the  honourable  terms  of  his  lying  for  ever  at 
his  mercy  for  his  reputation,  I  will  not 
return  you  the  compliment,  nor  use  that 
candour  you  have  used  to  me,  by  giving  me 
warning  of  all  these  hideous  things  you  have 
to  boast  me  with ;  but  tell  you,  I  live  under 
the  protection  of  a  just  prince,  and  the  laws 
which  take  notice  of  public  libellers;  and  I 
do  rejoice  in  the  testimony  of  my  conscience, 
which  charges  me  with  nothing  in  my  admin- 
istrations, for  which  I  have  cause  to  be 
ashamed  before  men.    And  when  you  con- 
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sidcr  the  baurd  of  owniof  your- 
self as  the  author  of  these  foul 
aspenions  yoa  warn  me  to  expect,  and  shall 
retom  to  a  more  sober  and  sedate  reooUec- 
tion  of  mind,  and  of  yonr  duty,  yon  shall 
find,  through  God's  graoe,  that  my  carriage 
shall  be  such  as  becomes  the  duty  of  my 
station,  whidi  forbids  my  entertaining  malice, 
pique,  or  revenge,  against  any,  and  eigoins 
charity,  compassion,  and  long-suffering  to- 
wards all,  especially  those  who  labour  under 
the  infirmities  of  impotent  rage  and  exasperap 
tion  of  spirit  In  this  sense  I  am,  your 
lordship's  yery  humble  senrant, 

**  St  Andrews." 

**  I  haye  obeyed  the  intimation  by  your 
postscript,  with  this  caveat,  that  your  lord- 
ship henceforth  forbear  troubling  yourself 
with  addresses  by  letters  to  me,  for  I  will 
not  further  notice  them  with  returns." 

How  this  paper  war  ended  I  know  not, 
neither  is  it  of  any  great  import,  their  debates 
being  mostly  personal:  and  1  should  not 
have  inserted  them,  had  it  not  been  to  give 
some  specimen  of  both  these  bishops,  firom 
their  own  pens:  but  at  length  a  court  is 
appointed,  of  several  bishops,  probably  of 
both  the  provinces,  to  make  an  inquiry  into 
bishop  Ramsay's  case  and  conduct,  and  it 
met  September  this  year.  In  the  beginning 
of  September,  two  queries  were  proposed  to 
the  bishop  by  this  meeting,  which  I  shall 
insert,  with  his  answers  to  them,  which  he 
gave  under  a  protestation,  in  the  entry, 
against  what  he  reckons  informalities  in 
their  procedure. 

James  bishop  ofJDumblane  his  answers  to  the 
two  interrogatories,  given  in  writing  to  him 
by  the  most  reverend  and  right  reverend  the 
archbishops  and  bishops,  who  are  upon  the 
commission  granted  by  his  majesty,  for 
trial  of  the  said  bishop.  Given  September 
^th,  1G75. 

'^  May  it  please  your  grace  and  lordships, 
"  Upon  the  citation  sent  me,  I  have  accord- 
ing to  my  duty,  appeared  before  you ;  and 
although  your  grace  and  lordships  were 
pleased  to  declare,  that  yon  liad  done  more 
than  you  were  obliged  to  do,  that  you 
caused  read  in  my  hearing  his  sacred  nuijes- 


ty's  commiaBioii,  antboriiing  yonrlofdsfaipB 
in  this  affiur,  whcfcin  I  am  so  deeply  €Oft> 
cemed,  and  did  rctee  my  humble  and 
earnest  desire  for  the  nie  of  the  Mid  nowis 
sioo,  or  a  double  thereof  though  but  for  a 
little  time,  that  I  might  be  the  better  able  te 
consider  the  contents  thereof  so  that  I  have 
not  so  much  as  seen  the  same  bat  at  di^ 
tance ;  yet  I  find  myself  obliged  (thoogh 
still  adhering  to  this  humble  deeire)  to  give 
answer  to  the  two  interrogatories  given  to 
me  in  writing  by  your  grace  and  lordships: 
which  being  these, 

*<  <  1st.  Whether  I  obtained  leave,  dthw 
from  the  king's  nujesty  or  my  metropolitan, 
to  repair  to  court  in  April  last  ? 

« '2dly.  Mliether  I  did  abet  or  assist  ths 
motion  and  petition  for  a  national  synod^ 
without  the  consent  of  my  superior,  and  ths 
bishops  of  the  church  ?* 

**  Before  I  proceed  to  the  answer,  I  mnit 
crave  pardon  to  put  your  grace  and  lordsh^ 
in  mind,  that  I  have  received  no  formal  libej^ 
nor  am  pursued  upon  the  consideration  ef 
the  relevancy,  but  am  proceeded  against  bj 
way  of  inquisition,  and  do  resolve  to  gifo 
answer  thereto,  in  the  innocence  and  inge- 
nuity of  heart  suitable  to  my  station,  where- 
nnto  I  have  freely  condescended,  that  I 
might  do  all  in  my  power  for  clearing  his 
sacred  miyesty  anent  these  information 
which  have  been  given  against  me,  and  satisfy 
your  grace  and  lordships  in  the  methods  yea 
were  pleased  to  oblige  mo  to :  and  therefbie 
I  do  in  all  humility  protest,  that  if  your 
grace  and  lordships  intend  that  the  saoM 
should  be  the  foundation  of  any  sentence^ 
whereby  I  may  be  concerned  in  my  office, 
fortune,  or  liberty ;  in  that  case  I  may  have 
a  formal  libel,  and  be  allowed  to  advise  the 
relevancy  thereof,  and  give  in  all  legdi 
defences,  in  regard  I  have  used  that  plain- 
ness and  ingenuity  in  the  subsequent  answen 
for  the  ends  foresaid :  but  hoping  your  grace 
and  lordships  will  take  no  advantage,  I  pro- 
ceed.    And, 

"  To  the  first  I  answer,  by  confessing  I 
did  not  I  sought  not  leave  from  his  ma^ 
jesty,  not  from  the  want  (God  knows)  of  all 
loyal  and  dutiful  respects ;  but  that  finding 
I  had  been  secretly  misrepresented  to  his 
majesty,  and  thereby  a  sentence  procored, 
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^hich  I  found  heavy  upon  me,  and  that  my 
wtition  to  the  secret  council  was  by  their 
ordahipe  iaToorably  transmitted  to  his  map 
ea^  nine  months  before,  I  was  grieved  any 
oiifer  hmrere  m  reaiu^  and  thereupon  pre- 
nmed  to  address  myself  to  his  sacred  map 
esty,  both  to  dear  myself  of  the  crimes 
nformed  against  me,  and  to  be  ezonered  of 
he  sentence,  not  doobting  in  the  least  that 
lis  aacred  majesty  gradonsly  allowed  any  of 
lis  subjects  who  found  themselves  grieved, 
o  put  their  humble  petition  in  his  rojral 
lands,  without  previous  addresses  for  leave, 
rbidi  I  (who  had  never  been  a  day's  jour- 
ney from  the  place  of  my  residence  before 
Jiat  time)  judged  proper  only  for  persons  of 
preater  quality  and  character  than  I :  yet  if 
iiere  was  any  error  in  this,  I  hope  it  was 
pardoned,  when  his  mi^esty  was  graciously 
pleased,  without  challenge,  to  allow  me 
loeess  to  his  sacred  presence. 

*  That  I  did  not  ask  leave  of  my  metro- 
lolitan,  was  upon  these  considerations,  1st 
rhat  Ms  lordship  had  not  been  in  this  kin^ 
lom  for  near  nine  months  before  I  took 
oamey,  but  was  at  court,  whither  I  was  to 
;o.  2ndly.  Because  I  was  by  the  foresaid 
entenoe  inhibited  the  exercise  of  my  fono- 
ion  eight  months  before  my  journey,  and  so 
lot  tied  to  that  residence,  which,  I  suppose, 
irings  a  bishop  under  the  canonical  obliga- 
iosi,  to  ask  his  metropolitan's  leave  to  go 
rom  his  charge.  And,  Sdly.  To  deal  plainly, 
[  wanted  not  ground  to  believe,  that  he  who 
lad  injured  me  by  that  secret,  and,  I  hope, 
proundless  account  sent  to  court  concerning 
ne^  was  so  nearly  related  to  my  metropoli- 
tan, that  I  could  promise  myself  little  success, 
JiOD^h  I  had  sought  his  grace's  permission 
»  go,  and  counteract  it  before  his  majesty. 
Bfowever,  if  in  this  I  have  neglected  any 
Mort  of  my  duty,  I  beg  his  majesty's  pardon, 
Uftd  do  promise,  that  if  his  majesty  shall  be 
pracioudy  pleased  to  restore  me  to  the  free 
gcercise  of  my  calling,  I  shall  be  ss  careful 
:o  reside  at  my  charge,  and  not  go  abroad 
rithout  permission,  as  any  bishop  in  this 
shnrch.  And  as  this  was  none  of  the  causes 
if  my  sentence,  (which  was  some  months 
liter  it  was  inflicted)  so  I  hope  it  will  be  no 
pround  to  continue  it  longer. 

**  As  for  the  second  interrogatory,  I  deny 


that  I  did  abet  or  assist  the  pet»-  ,^^^ 
tion  for  a  natMmai  synod.  And 
though  I  am  not  obliged  to  say  any 
more  upon  the  question,  as  it  is  stated, 
yet,  to  remove  all  jealousy  of  my  candour 
in  this  affiur,  I  confess  fredy  that  it  was 
my  opinion,  that  a  nationd  synod  was 
necessary  for  settling  a  church  which 
wanted  an  established  rule  of  fidth,  wor- 
ship and  disdpline,  and  saw  no  ground 
then  to  conced  mine  opinion,  wherever  the 
subject  came  to  be  discoursed  of:  but  this 
was  not  an  opinion  taken  up  at  or  near  the 
time  when  the  desire  of  it  was  called  unsea- 
sonable. I  first  began  to  have  it  by  the 
little  that  I  had  read  of  ecdesiasticd  Idstory 
and  disdpline.  But  after  that  act  passed, 
which  is  the  4th  act  of  the  Sd  sesdon  of 
parliament,  holden  since  his  majesty's  happy 
restoration,  entitled,  **  An  act  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  constitution  of  a  nationd 
synod,"  I  never  doubted  but  at  any  time,  and 
to  any  person  I  might  say  as  his  majesty 
sdth  in  that  act,  via.  ^  That  a  national 
synod  is  necessary  and  fit,  for  the  honour 
and  service  of  almighty  God,  the  good  and 
quiet  of  the  church,  and  the  better  govern- 
ment thereof  in  unity  and  in  order."  In 
which  also  it  is  declared  and  appointed,  that 
there  shall  be  a  nationd  synod,  and  who 
shall  be  the  lawfd  membors  of  which  it 
shall  consist. 

*^  And  I  was  the  more  persuaded  of  the 
harmlessness  of  this  opinion,  because  his 
majesty's  royd  inclinations  appeared  for 
many  years  together,  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  to  be  for  granting  such  a  synod,  as 
soon  as  the  matters  to  be  treated  and  deter- 
mined therein  were  prepared.  For  which 
end,  (as  I  remember)  about,  or  not  long 
after  the  time  that  act  passed,  his  majesty 
did  grant  his  royd  warrant  and  command 
to  the  bishops,  and  some  others  of  the  dergy, 
to  meet  and  prepare  a  litui^,  canons,  &c 
first  to  be  conddered  by  his  majesty,  and  if 
approved,  to  be  by  his  majesty  oflfered  to  the 
oondderation  of  the  nationd  synod:  but  in 
this  account  I  beg  pardon,  if  I  have  not  kept 
exactly  by  the  words  of  that  royd  warrant, 
which  I  never  had  the  honour  to  see,  but 
received  this  account  (which  I  have  tran- 
scribed as  fdthfuUy  as  my  memory  can  for- 
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nish  me)  when  the  Ute  right 
'  reverend  the  bishop  of  Ediubufgh 
wn  pleased  to  honour  me  with  some 
share  in  that  work.  And  these  his  msr 
je8ty*s  gracions  inclinations  to  have  that 
synod  held  speedily,  appeared  furtlier, 
when,  not  long  after  his  majesty  had 
granted  the  foresaid  warrant,  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  his  majesty  gave  commission 
to  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Rothes, 
&c.  to  hold,  and  represent  his  sacred  ma- 
jesty at  such  a  synod :  which,  after  a  long 
time's  continuance,  being  expired,  a  com- 
mission to  the  same  purpose  was  granted  to 
a  noble  and  potent  prince  the  duke  of  Lau- 
derdale his  grace,  which  also  continued  for 
some  years;  before  the  expiring  whereof, 
(I  am  told)  some  presbyters  in  the  diocese 
of  Edinburgh,  did  speak  publicly  in  the 
synod  their  desires  to  see  a  national  synod. 
But  it  is  true,  that  during  the  continuance 
of  both  these  commissions,  there  was  no 
national  synod  held ;  and  wherever  the  stop 
of  it  lay,  I  think  I  am  sure  the  king's  most 
excellent  majesty  sufficiently  manifested  his 
princely  inclinations  and  seal  to  have  it: 
for,  besides  these  instances  mentioned,  I  do 
well  remember,  his  grace  the  duke  of  Lau- 
derdale, after  ending  of  that  session  of  parlia^ 
ment,  which  his  grace  held  in  the  year  1672, 
his  grace,  speaking  to  all  the  bishops,  did 
desire  their  lordsliips  to  think  speedily  up- 
on these  tliiugs,  which  wore  necessary  for 
settling  the  church  in  its  uitriusics,  men- 
tioning particularly  canons,  catechism,  and 
form  of  worship ;  wherein  his  grace  assured 
their  lordships  of  his  majesty's  royal  concur- 
rence, as  well  as  his  own  service,  (in  what- 
somever  station  hismajesty  would  bo  pleased 
to  place  him)  for  the  establishing  these,  and 
for  the  enacting  such  laws  as  their  lordships 
had  judged  necessary.  Whence  I  hope  it 
will  be  granted,  that  it  wn»  no  mistake  that 
upon  these  grounds  1  did  believe  so  con- 
cerning his  majesty's  inclinations  for  a 
national  synod;  and  albeit  I  shall  be  found 
to  have  mistaken,  I  am  sure  there  was 
nothing  in  that  error  contrary  to  profound 
loyalty  and  charity,  and  therefore  shall 
humbly  expect  pardon  from  his  miyesty's 
transcendent  clemency. 
•*  And  I  hope  it  will  yet  appear  more 


pardonable,  if  (supported  by  the  abov^ 
mentioned  grounds)  I  did,  somewhat  more 
than  before,  expraM  my  wishes  for  audi  a 
synod,  being  under  the  fenranm  kindled  by 
my  conaecradon  bat  ao  lately  paweii,  aid 
finding  not  ao  much  as  a  catechism  appoiBt 
ed  in  the  church,  nor  a  rale  by  which  to 
try  the  £uth,  and  correct  the  manners  of  mj 
diocese ;  as  also  that  the  foresaid  act  con- 
tains an  express  prohibition  to  all  arch- 
bishops and  bishops,  **  to  obeenre  and  ]utf 
any  act,  canon,  order,  or  ordinance,  but 
what  shall  be  considered,  consulted,  sad 
agreed  upon  by  the  said  synod  ;*'  and  yet 
myself  (the  most  unworthy)  advanced  to  be 
one  but  of  fourteen  persona,  who  are  U 
answer  to  God  Almighty  and  his  Son  thi 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  this  poor  drnrd^ 
which,  though  it  had  frighted  me  to  snatd 
at  remedies,  which  wiser  men,  and  moR 
conversant  in  state  affiiirs  may  think  udms- 
sonable,  the  transportation  is  pitiable,  and 
tlie  cause  of  it  commendable :  yet  I  affinii 
that  as  it  was  no  new  opinion  taken  up  it 
or  nigh  that  time  judged  unseasonable,  bit 
the  prosecution  and  continuation  of  an  oU 
motion  entertained  once  by  the  most  I  cos- 
versed  with;  so  I  wonder  upon  what  groimdi 
the  plain  and  obvious,  and  by  his  maje«(| 
and  parliament,  (where  my  lords  the  bisho|S 
were  sitting)  an  enacted  remedy  for  tlui 
chun^li's  distempers,  should  have  been  su^ 
gested  to  his  sacred  msgesty  as  a  contrivance 
Nor  hath  it  yet  appeared  to  me,  how  aof 
evil  design  against  the  state  could  have  bees 
effected,  among  so  many  loyal  churchmen 
as  that  meeting  must  consist  of,  when 
nothing  can  be  treated  of  but  what  his  n» 
jesty  or  his  commissioner  (who  also  hath  i 
negative)  should  deliver,  or  cause  be  d^ 
livered  to  the  archbishop,  president  thermC 
**  Nor  is  it  almost  supposable,  that  his  d» 
jesty  or  his  commissioner  would  propose  soj 
fauatical  design  against  the  order  of  the 
church,  or  that  the  archbishops,  bi«hop8» 
deans,  and  one  from  every  meeting  of  eze^ 
cise  chosen  by  the  bishops,  with  the  learned 
doctors  from  the  universities,  would  cute^ 
tain  it  Nor  did  1  ever  think  that  a  national 
synod  could  ever  be  indicted,  but  allenailj 
by  his  majesty,  who  only  hath  theautborit/ 
both  of  calling  and  dissolving  them,  and  v 
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nia  snprenw  judgv  on  etrth  of  the  fittest 
imes  when  to  indict  them,  at  his  pleasure ; 
Mnr  did  I  ever  hear  any  of  these  persons 
rlio  appeared  in  that  desire,  but  always 
•prmik  their  wishes  for  it  with  a  full  suhmis- 
um  to  his  majesty's  pleasure. 

^  And  I  utterly  deny  that  ever  my  supe- 
ior  intimated  to  me,  that  his  majesty  was 
lispleaaed  with  my  opinion,  anent  the  neoes- 
ity  of  a  national  synod  for  settling  the 
terch,  until  the  time  that  his  grace  inti- 
Bttted  his  majesty's  sentence  pronounced 
gainst  me :  yea,  on  the  oontniry,  when  I 
wwm  at  the  meeting  of  St  Andrews,  in  July 
1074^  I  was  not  honoured  to  read  or  hear 
hese  letters,  which  I  am  told  came  from 
he  king  and  his  grace  the  duke  of  Lander- 
tale  ;  though  all  the  rest  of  the  bishops,  and 
ome  presbyters  were  allowed  that  fayour. 

*  Tlins  1  haye  answered  the  two  interro- 
letories  giym  me,  with  much  plainness  and 
i^gennity,  and  perhiqM  more  than  was 
,  as  desiring  rather  to  err  on  that 
the  other  hand,  not  doubting  but  your 
^•oe  and  lordships,  intrusted  by  his  ma- 
in this  afl&ir,  will,  according  to  my  pro- 
itim  entered  in  the  beginning,  take  no 
drantage  against  me  from  this  my  plainness, 
md  bong  contented  to  be  treated  by  way  of 
nqniaition,  and  answering  so  ingenuously, 
mi  will  justly,  and  (where  I  need)  &Tour- 
hfy  transmit  my  case  to  hissacred  majesty, 
t  whose  feet  I  throw  myself  that,  from  his 
ojal  goodness  and  clemency,  I  may  obtain 
MgiToness  of  all  that  his  sacred  majesty 
think  a  fitult,  and  be  restored  to  the 
exercise  of  my  calling,  if  I  shall  be 
any  wise  useful  in  the  church :  and 
■hell,  through  the  grace  of  God,  be  faith- 
■1  in  obsenring  such  laws  and  canons  as 
hell  be  set  to  me,  and  eyer  pray  for  his 
M^eety's  happiness  here  and  herc»Eifter,  and 
he  church's  peace,  as  is  the  duty  of 

**  The  unworUiiest  of  the 
seryants  of  God." 

No  accounts  of  this  affiur  haye  come  to 
ly  hand,  saye  these  I  haye  from  the  regis- 
Bfe»  and  the  principal  papers  inserted,  and 
o  I  cannot  tell  the  impression  this  paper 
Bade  upon  the  meeting,  nor  how  it  waa 
■ken.    The  bishop  yery  fairly  owns  his 


ofdnion  in  the  matter  of  the  synod, 
which  was  so  cross  the  primate's  in- 
clinations, and  giyes  his  reasons.  The 
meeting  propose  another  pair  of  queries  to 
him ;  and  upon  the  6th  of  September  he 
returns  his  answers  to  them,  which  will  best 
speak  for  themselyes. 

James  bishop  ofDumbkme  his  answer  to  the 
secondcotq>ieof  queries  by  the  most  rever~ 
end  and  right  reverend  the  archbishops  and 
bishops^  who  are  upon  the  commission 
granted  by  his  sacred  majesty  for  trying 
the  said  bishop.  Given  September  6th^ 
1675. 

**  May  it  please  your  grace  and  lordships, 
— Upon  the  4th  of  this  instant  I  gaye  in 
my  answers  to  the  two  queries  I  receiyed 
fit>m  you  in  writ ;  and  it  may  be  remem- 
bered, that,  before  the  reading  thereof,  I 
made  an  qiology,  that  although  I  had  made 
all  possible  haste  to  make  ready  miee 
answers,  yet  the  shortness  of  the  time  had 
made  it  impossible  for  me  to  get  the  same 
transcribed  in  mundo,  and  therefore  I  begged 
your  grace  and  lordships'  pardon  and  allow- 
ance either  to  carry  that  piq>er  which  I  read, 
with  me,  till  I  had  transcribed  it,  or,  if  yon 
thought  not  fit  tofiiyour  me  so  fiu*,  I  offered 
to  deliyerthe  same  upon  trust  to  my  lord  the 
bi^op  of  Aigyle,  clerk  to  the  meeting,  pro- 
yided  I  might  but  be  permitted  to  sit  by  his 
lordship  till  he  saw  me  transcribe  the  same, 
offering  to  leaye  the  last  written  double 
with  his  lordship,  after  he  had  seen  the 
same  compared :  and  though  your  lordships 
seemed  to  grsnt  the  first  part  of  my  desire, 
and  allowed  me  to  carry  the  said  paper 
with  me,  yet,  not  long  after  I  was  gone 
out  from  your  presence,  it  pleased  my  lord 
bishop  of  Aigyle  to  come  to  me,  and  desire 
a  sight  of  the  said  paper,  which  I  most 
readily  granted,  saying  in  express  words, 
'  My  lord,  I  giye  you  this  in  trust'  I  con- 
fess indeed,  that  after  he  had  got  it  into  his 
hands,  his  lordship  was  pleased  to  say,  that 
he  would  not  take  it  on  trust ;  yet  did  not 
deliyer  the  same  back  to  me,  but  went  into 
the  meeting  therewith.  I  was  indeed  the 
less  concerned  in  the  time,  remembering 
what  I  had  said  before,  and  what  permission 
I  had  receiyed  from  your  grace  and  lord- 
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Bhips:  but  I  confess  I  was  surprised, 
when,  upon  my  being  called  in  be- 
fore you,  I  found  both  the  branches  of  my 
desire  refused,  and  that  with  much  ado  a 
copy  thereof  was  promised  to  me,  which  I 
doubt  not  your  grace  and  IcHtlships  will 
make  good,  and  also  transmit  a  just  and  fair 
double  of  it  to  his  sacred  majesty. 

**  Your  grace  and  lordships  were  pleased 
to  interrogate  me  upon  two  things,  but  re- 
fused to  giye  me  them  in  writing;  however, 
the  substance  and  strength  of  them  is, 

**  Whether  the  bishop  of  Dumblane  heard 
the  bishop  of  Edinburgh  reason  against  the 
motion  for  a  national  synod,  in  the  arch- 
bishop of  St  Andrews  his  chamber  ? 

"  Whether  the  said  bishop  of  Dumblane 
knew,  that  the  motion  for  a  national  synod 
was  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  his  superior 
the  archbishop  of  8t  Andrews  his  grace  ? 

**  Since  this  method  of  inquisition  is  fol- 
lowed with  me,  and  I  hope  no  advantage  is 
to  be  taken  against  me  by  it,  and  adhering 
to  the  humble  protestation  made  in  my  last, 
I  proceed  to  make  answer. 

^  As  for  the  first,  your  grace  and  lord- 
ships cannot  but  remember,  that  when  it  was 
first  proposed  to  me,  I  begged  a  little  time, 
that  I  might  speak  with  my  lord  bishop  of 
Edinburgh  in  private;  which  his  lordship,  in 
your  presence,  was  pleased  to  reject,  saying, 
*  That  he  would  not  speak  in  private  with 
me  upon  that  subject,  and  that  he  thought 
never  to  do  it  in  his  life :'  so  that  I  think 
myself  exonered,  and  at  freedom  to  declare 
whatsoever  is  necessary,  for  clearing  myself 
of  any  thing  designed  against  me  by  this 
question,  though  it  passed  more  privately 
betwixt  his  lordship  and  me,  since  he  both  I 
gave  the  occasion  for  the  question,  and  pub- 
licly refused  to  allow  me  the  &vour  of 
speaking  with  him,  that  either  I  might  have 
obtained  his  lordsliip's  consent,  or,  by  some 
proper  medium,  have  been  delivered  from 
the  necessity  of  speaking  freely ;  yet  I  shall 
speak  nothing  but  what  I  can  prove  by  wit- 
nesses, if  need  be. 

"  To  this  first  question  then  I  answer, 
that  although  I  will  not  question  but  his 
lordship  did  so  reason,  since  he  has  asserted 
it,  it  being  possible,  yea,  probable,  that 
about  or  after  April  1674,  he  might  do  so : 


yet,  I  crave  pardon  to  ny,  I  donotwdl  re- 
member it;  but  I  do  dittinctly  remcnber, 
that  all  the  winter  b^ora,  he  was  §at  i 
national  synod,  in  the  nine  tcnnt  and 
measure  that  I  was^  and  gmve  thia  for  i 
reason,  that  the  church  woald  never  b 
well,  so  long  as  my  lord  St  Andrews  wis 
upon  the  head  of  it,  or  at  least  till  tfam 
were  mlesand  limits  set  to  his  grace,  whov- 
by  he  might  be  restrained  from  doing  in  the 
common  concerns  of  the  ohorch,  withoit 
the  common  consent  of  the  rest  of  tk 
bishops.  And  his  lordsh^  may  remeiabe; 
we  concluded  a  meeting  of  all  the  bishsp 
to  be  fittest  and  ablest,  both  to  judge  of  tk 
expediency  of  the  motion,  and  carry  ha 
grace's  consent  to  it  In  prosecution  wImr* 
of,  his  grace  may  remember,  that  I  selto 
or  never,  all  that  winter,  spoke  for  a  meet- 
ing of  all  the  bishops,  but  when  his  krdskip 
was  with  nfe,  and  ordinarily  the  first  mom. 
And  I  suppose  his  grace  will  remember,  tkrt 
sometimes  his  lordship  moved  that,  wbM  I 
was  not  present  Now,  upon  the  snpp*' 
tion  that  his  lordship  had  so  reasoned,  n 
the  question  imports,  at  the  time  mentioMi: 
yet  if  his  reasons  given  me  in  privnte  for  i^ 
were  stronger  than  these  ofiTered  against  it 
in  public,  I  see  no  great  reason  why  I  shoaU 
have  followed  his  lordship  in  all  his  chaagOi 
and  moulded  my  judgment  just  into  Ae 
Ggwre  of  his,  although  I  do  not  deny* 
great  deference  to  his  lordship's  opisies 
and  person. 

'*  As  to  the  second  query,  I  shall  sot 
deny  that  my  lord  of  Edinburgh  and  I M 
were  not  a  little  jealous  of  his  graoe^s  stv* 
sion  from  that  motion ;  but  I  do  not  renffi- 
ber  that  his  grace  did  ever  interpose  ks 
authority,  or  offer  reasons  against  it,  mvA 
less  that  ever  he  intimated  any  thing  of  fcs 
majesty's  dislike  of  it,  before  July  1674. 
after  which  time  I  suffered.  But  I  am  itfc 
I  acted  nothing  in  prosecution  thereof;  j(*i 
all  the  time,  when  I  expressed  my  opiiiH» 
for  that  motion,  I  cannot  be  charged  witk 
doing  any  more  than  to  use  humble  entrei- 
tics,  that  my  lord  primate  might  go  fo^* 
most  in  it,  according  to  his  primacy.  Wbei 
his  grace  stood,  perhaps  I  used  such  motiTVS 
as  I  could,  and  renewed  my  humble  desires; 
so  that  all  was  done  argued  still  a  depend 
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upon  his  gnuse.  Nor  did  I  doabt  bot 
til  this  accorded  well  with  the  laws  of  the 
Ida^dom,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  church, 
wheraby  I  was  taught,  that  oamet  epuoopi 

it  wna  no  breach  of  order,  or  canonical  obe- 
dience,  for  a  faish<^  to  desire  him  who  is 
■iperior  to  him  in  order  and  extension  of 
power,  according  to  his  place,  to  appear  for 
the  good  of  that  church,  which  the  one 
(though  in  subordination)  was  to  be  account- 
ible  for  unto  the  righteous  Judge,  as  well  as 
the  other;  nor  could  I  see  ground  to  ez- 
paot  exoneration  in  the  day  of  accounts,  if 
he  had  not  humbly,  earnestly,  and  modestly 
ineoewed  these  his  desires  to  his  superior. 
For  if  it  is  not  determined  to  be  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  duty  and  civility,  for  a  sub- 
ject to  seek  a  priyate  &vour  for  himself 
from  his  lord,  and  after  refusal  to  renew  his 
doaires,  and  use  the  mediation  of  others, 
ttnt  he  may  obtain  a  grant;  I  do  not  see 
hoiw  it  can  be  a  crime  in  a  bishop,  after 
lihe  same  manner  to  sue  to  his  metropo- 
IHnn,  in  a  matter  so  nearly  concerning 
the  church. 

*  Now  that  I  have  answered  the  two 
ineries,  in  answer  to  the  commands  laid 
oqpcm  me,  I  might  come  to  an  end ;  but  in 
iMpect  it  was  told  me,  that  if  I  pleased  I 
B%ht  also  speak  to  the  other  two  things, 
fix.  my  secession  from  the  meeting  held  at 
Bt  Andrews,  July  1674,  as  also  touching  the 
letter  Ti-ritten  by  me  to  his  grace  of  8t 
Andrews,  in  June  last;  and  remembering 
thet  some  mention  was  made  of  both  in  his 
■^je8ty*s  commission,  when  I  heard  it  read, 
AoQgh  neither  of  these  two  had  influence 
mfon  procuring  the  sentence  under  which  I 
lie  ;  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  which  is 
in  my  power,  to  gi  ve  satisfaction  to  his  sacred 
DMyesty,  or  your  grace  and  lordships,  anent 
mj  thing  charged  upon  me,  I  hunibly  offer 
Hheae  following  considerations  anent  them. 

*  Anent  my  secession  from  that  meeting, 
[  offered,  in  the  letter  which  at  that  time  I 
lent  to  his  grace,  and  my  lords  the  bishops 
dien  conrened,  two  reasons,  which  I  shall 

a  little  enburge,  that  they  may  be  the 

The  1st  That  his  grace  did  twice, 

before  all  present,  require  me  to  begone.  And 

•Itiioagh  my  lords  the  bishops,  in  that  paper 

n. 


which  they  subscribed,  in  reference 
to  this  affidr,  do  (which  1  do  '^'^' 
not  coiplain  of)  endeavour  to  smooth,  as 
being  only  conditional ;  yet  I  crave  kave 
to  mind  their  lordships,  thatall  which  I 
spoke,  and  which  is  said  to  have  given 
the  trouble^  which  is  mentioned  as  the 
condition  of  tiiat  requisitioB,  was,  *  That 
I  being  unacquainted  with  such  meetings, 
this  being  the  first  I  was  ever  called 
to,  I  humbly  begged  leave  to  ask  in  what 
capacity  we  were  to  act,  that  I  might  the 
better  order  myself,  without  giving  trouble 
after  the  meeting  vras  constitute  ;*  whkh 
being  exprsssed  with  all  due  reverence,  and 
at  the  time  when  there  was  no  business  bot 
general  discourse,  and  smoking  of  tobacco,  I 
believed  should  have  given  no  offence  in  the 
least  Sdly.  I  humbly  i^peal  to  their  lord- 
ships, if  my  lord  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  when 
he  interposed  to  takeoff  his  grace,  used  not 
such  expressions  as  these,  *  Yoor  grace 
must  have  some  other  quarrel  at  the  bishop 
of  Dumblane,  than  his  asking  that  question; 
for  if  I  (said  he)  had  asked  the  question, 
your  grace  would  have  answered  me  more 
calmly.*  odly.  I  also  appeal  to  their  lord- 
ships, if  some  of  them,  after  I  was  gone  out, 
did  not  deal  with  his  grace  to  treat  me  more 
calmly  afterwards. 

**  The  second  reason  I  take  notice  of  in 
the  said  letter,  is,  that  notwithstanding  the 
foresaid  requisition,  having  stayed  the  first 
session  of  that  meeting,  letters  from  Ids 
sacred  majesty,  and  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale,  were  kept  up  finom  me,  though 
read  and  communicated  to  all  the  rest,  albeit 
I  took  notice  thereof  publicly,  when  a  return 
of  thanks  was  proposed  to  the  meeting,  by 
saying.  That  although  I  was  as  much  for 
returning  thankful  acknowledgments  as  any, 
yet  I  was  not  able  to  judge  if  the  returns 
were  relative  to,  and  direct  answers  of  these 
letters,  since  I  had  neither  heard  nor  seen 
them :  nor  did  this  neglect  sink  much  upon 
me,  till  the  breaking  up  of  that  session ;  and, 
after  I  had  offered  my  reasons  why  the  gene- 
ral canons,  designed  for  the  discipline  and 
govemmentof  this  church  bythe  ]aw,required 
the  consideration  of  a  national  synod,  one  of 
my  right  reverend  brethren  told  me,  that  if 
I  had  seen  what  he  had  seen,  I  would  not 
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hare  spoken  so  of  a  national  synod ; 

insinuating  as  if  somewhat  capital 
had  been  in  the  affiur.  And  then,  I  confess, 
I  became  jealous  that  these  letters  might  be 
kept  up  finom  me  upon  design,  and  therefore 
began  to  think  if  it  were  fit  for  me  to  stay 
or  withdraw. 

**  These  reasons  I  thought  sufficient  then 
to  mention,  believing  that  so  inconsiderable 
a  person  as  I,  should  not  have  been  chal- 
lenged for  returning  from  that  meeting  before 
the  close,   more   than  more  considerable 
persons  of  that  order,  who  came  not  at  all ; 
else  I   might  have  mentioned  other  two, 
which  also  I  touched  in  a  letter  at  the  same 
time,  directed  to  my  lord  bishop  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  which  that  to  his  grace  and  the 
meeting  was  enclosed.     I  shall  now  briefly 
add  them.     Ist  That  session  wherein  I  was 
present,  broke  up  without  any  public  ap- 
pointment of  time  and  pkce  for  any  other, 
which  my  lord  bishop  of  Edinburgh  acknow- 
ledged before  your  lordships,  upon  Friday 
last    What  private  advertisements  were 
given  to  other  members,  I  know  not;  but 
the  next  day  I  waited  in  my  chamber  till 
eleven  of  the  clock,  and  hearing  of  no  meet- 
ing, I  went  to  Dr  Weems   his  chamber, 
which  is  near  the  meeting-place,  and  was 
told  that  their  lordships  were  met    Where- 
upon, I  gave  Dr  Scougal  the  trouble  to  go 
to  the  place  of  meeting,  and  try  if  I  might 
speak  with  my  lord  bishop  of  Aberdeen  his 
father,  that  from  his  lordship  I  might  under- 
stand, whether  I  would  be  allowed  to  come : 
but  after  the  said  Dr  Scougal  had  made  an 
attempt  twice,  he  returned  both  times  with 
this  account,  That  their  lordships  were  so 
close,  he  could  not  speak  with  my  lord  his 
father.    After  which  I  continued  waiting  for 
some  advertisement;  but  none  coming,   I 
believed  it  better  to  return  to  my  charge, 
than  to  remain  idle  in  that  place,  exposed  to 
the  mockery  and  mistakes  of  people,  who 
knew  there  was  a  meeting  of  bishops  in  that 
place,  and  beheld  me  from  it     And  there- 
fore, towards  night,  I  withdrew,  and  came 
a  part  of  the  way  homeward :  by  wliich  do- 
ing, (when  the  premises  are  considered) 
whether  I  did  any  great  wrong,  I  submit  to 
the  judgment  and  correction  of  others,  and 
shall  only  say  and  protest,  that  my  so  doing 


proceeded  not  from  any  principle  of  separa- 
tion and  schism,  but  die  contrary.  And  if 
a  sightof  that  paper,  sobacribed  at  that  time 
by  my  reverend  brethren  the  lMsh<^  had 
been  granted  ta  me,  I  should  have  endea- 
voured to  dear  every  thing,  which,  upon  the 
account  thereof^  can  be  objected  against  me : 
but  since  it  was  not  allowed  me,  I  must  csst 
myself  on  that  charity  that  forbids  to  con- 
demn any  man  before  he  be  heard. 

^  The  last  thing  I  am  to  speak  to,  is  tbst 
letter  written  to  my  lord  St  Andrews  ii 
June   last,  which,  if  it  be  condemned  as 
imprudent,  I  shall  not  contradict  it    But, 
as  I  hope  I  will  not  be  condemned  of  pre- 
sumption, simply  for  writing  to  his  grsce,  so 
I  defy  the  worid  to  charge  me  with  publish- 
ing to  any  alive,  that  I  had  written,  modi 
less  what  the  matter  was  therein  contained: 
so  that  if  his  grace  had  not  been  pleased  to 
publish  it,  all  might  have  been  as  innocently 
written,  as  whispered  in  his  ear ;  and  I  hare 
met  with  but  few  who  would  have  condemn- 
ed such  a  method,  either  of  presumption  or 
imprudence.    And  yet  the  only  odds  lies  in 
this,  that  I  am  more  bound  by  my  writ,  than 
one,  who  is  not  ingenuous  and  candid,  could 
have   been  by  his  secret    whisper ;   and 
therefore  I  leave  it  to  consideration,  if  1  cm 
be  called  a  slanderer  of  his  grace,  though  I 
had  v^Titten  more  plain  accusations  thaa  I 
have,  since  I  did  not  publish  them,  by  wluch 
any  information  and  accusation  comes  to  be 
a  slander.     And  if  his  grace,  upon  offence 
or  scandal  thereat,  had  been  pleased  to  hafc 
called  me,  (as  by  the  said  letter  I  insinuated 
a  desire  to  be)  all  this,  and  the  effects  what- 
somever  of  the  publication,  (for  which  lav 
noways  to  blame)  had  been  prevented.    And 
when  I  consider  the  contents  of  that  letter 
I  find  the  first  and  great  part  of  it  contnins 
a  representation  of  some  injuries,  I  con- 
ceived his  grace  had  done  me ;  wherein  I 
hope  there  is  nothing  contrary  to  the  Chiii- 
tian  precept,  *  If  thy  brother  offend  thee^ 
tell  him,'  &c    Anent  which,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, it  were  more  agreeable  to  the  Chris- 
tian  rules,  to  give  me  just  satisfiiudion,  thaa 
severe  challenge.    If  the  words  which  give 
the  great  provocation  be  these,  wherein  I 
say,  **  If  nothing  less  than  my  being  a  holo- 
caust to  your  revenge  (will  please  yon)  be 
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|>l«wed  then  to  allow  me  the  same  free- 
dom in  lepreeenting  you,  which  you  have 
taken  oonoerning  me;  and  I  anure  yon, 
though  I  may  haye  fooler  things  to  represent, 
I  will  do  it  in  a  fiurer  manner  than  that  in 
irhich  I  was  used.'  Concerning  them  it  may 
be  considered,  Ist  That  all  is  upon  a  suppo- 
sition, that  nothing  less  would  satisfy  his 
grace,  than  that  1  be  wholly  consumed  by 
reyenge;  and  it  is  hard  to  determine  how 
much  a  better  man  than  I  may  be  tempted 
to  do,  to  prevent  such  a  lot  Sndly.  That 
the  word  is  but  comparative,  'fouler,'  and  so 
relative  to  what  I  have  been  chaiged  with 
in  these  queries  your  grace  and  lordships 
have  been  pleased  to  put  to  me,  which 
neither  by  word  nor  writ  you  have  alleged 
to  be  transgressions  of  any  particular  kiw  or 
canon.  3dly.  That  I  undertake,  that  any 
representation  I  was  to  make  should  be  in  a 
fiurer  manner  than  that  wherein  I  was  used 
by  his  grace ;  and  afterwards  promised  to 
follow  such  methods  as  were  agreeable  to 
the  canons  and  practice  of  the  church  in 
such  cases;  so  that  I  see  not  in  all  this, 
what  should  alarm  an  innocence  and  inte- 
grity suitable  to  the  dignity  of  his  grace's 
character. 

^  And  now  having  considered  every  par- 
ticular whereupon  I  have  been  inquired,  I 
rejoice,  that  not  any  one  law  or  canon 
has  been  objected,  or  the  trausgression 
thereof  alleged  against  me,  although  there 
bas  been  time  to  search  very  narrowly  in  all 
my  conversation,  these  thirteen  months, 
during  which  I  have  been  restrained  from 
the  exercise  of  my  office,  and  otherwise, 
and  now  the  first  time  called  to  be  heard. 
And  now  I  hope  it  will  give  no  offence  to 
your  grace  and  lordships,  to  be  put  in  mind 
of  that  perpetually  binding  canon,  1  Tim.  v. 
19.  which  since  you  have  not  observed  in 
dealing  with  me,  I  hope  no  sentence  is 
intended  to  my  prejudice :  but  if  my  free 
dedarations  given  in  answer  to,  and  humble 
compliance  with  this  method  of  inquisition, 
be  not  judged  satisfectory,  I  throw  myself  at 
bis  sacred  majesty's  feet,  and  offer  to  under- 
go the  severest  legal  trial,  and  condign  pun- 
ishment, if  I  shall  be  found  to  have  done  any 
thing  against '  Cesar,  the  temple,  or  the  law ;' 
only  I  humbly  beg  that  I  may  have  my  accu- 


ser hoe  to  fiuie,  and  have  license  to 
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answer  for  myself,  concerning  the 
crimes  laid  to  my  chaige,  which  I  doubt  nc 
any  of  your  lordshipswould  think  reasonable 
were  yon  stated  in  my  condition,  and  there^ 
fore  will  not  make  any  precedent  to  the  con- 
trary. Upon  which  grounds  I  do  in  all 
humility  adhere  to  the  protestation  I  made  in 
the  paper  I  gave  in  answer  to  the  two  former 
interrogatories,  and  rest  in  a  perfect  confi- 
dence of  that  goodness  and  clemency  which 
naturally  resides  in  the  sacred  breast  of  my 
dread  sovereign,  the  benign  effects  whereof 
I  have  so  many  grounds  assuredly  to  expect ; 
giving  this  assurance,  that  however  I  be  dis- 
posed of,  I  shall  continue  a  most  faithful 
and  loyal  subject  to  his  nu^esty,  and  a  duti- 
ful son  and  servant  to  this  church,  and  all 
who  bear  office  in  it" 

This  paper  of  the  bishop  of  Dnmblane  lets 
us  in  pretty  much  into  the  reasons  and  man- 
ner of  this  scuffle  among  the  clergy.  The 
primate's  imperious  and  haughty  doing  of  all 
things  relative  to  the  church,  by  himself, 
grated  the  rest  of  the  bishops,  and  for  some 
time  they  lay  their  heads  together  to  oppose 
him,  and  make  use  of  the  fiur  handle  of  an 
act  of  parliament,  for  the  meeting  of  a 
national  synod,  to  lay  down  rules  under 
which  even  his  grace  must  be  comprehended. 
The  bishop  of  Edinburgh  seems  at  first  to 
have  been  at  the  head  of  this  design,  and  to 
have  engaged  some  of  the  ministers  of  Edin- 
burgh in  this  affiur :  but  the  crafty  and  cun- 
ning primate  finds  means  to  carry  off  the 
bishop,  and  then  the  storm  &lls  upon  the 
two  bishops  and  four  presbyters,  who  had  the 
courage  for  a  while  to  stand  their  ground, 
and  appear  for  the  liberties  the  law  had 
allowed  to  their  church.  This  b  all  that 
appears  to  me  from  these  papers,  and  I  must 
leave  the  larger  account  of  the  drcumstanoes 
to  others,  who  may  be  better  in  case  to  give 
it:  having  no  documents  of  what  this  meet- 
ing did  upon  the  whole,  1  can  only  add,  that 
I  am  told  bishop  Ramsay  was  obliged  to 
make  the  best  terms  he  could,  and  at  last 
feign  subjection  to  the  primate,  and  so  the 
business  of  a  national  s3mod  dropt*    As  to 


•  «  Ramaaj  made  more  noite  than  Laurie, 
the  *  nest  egg,*  then  bbhop   of  Brecbin,  but 
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1A75.  ^*  preibTtfln  and  inlwrior  oleify^ 
meDy  I  find  that  this  year,  and  pio- 
baUy  at  thu  aame  time  (for  the  paper  lam 
to  inaert  haa  only  the  gencnd  date  1676) 
Mr  Tomer  and  Mr  Robertaon  are  reponed 
to  the  exerciae  of  their  miniitrf,  upon  their 
giyiBgr  in  the  following  P*pv* 

«  We  mHUnabKribiiv,  tOung  to  oar 
seiiooa  oonnderation,  that  hie  mijeaty  hath 
manifested  his  digpUnaure  against  ua^  for 
our  motion  and  petition  relating  to  a  national 
synod,  June  1674^  do  sinoerriy  declare  our 
grief,  that  thereby  we  did  oooaeion  any 
offence  to  his  ouyesty,  or  any  in  anthoriQr 
over  iis;  and  we  do  most  humbly  beseeoh, 
that  his  nuyesty  may  giadoualy  pam  by 
whatever  bath  offended  him  against  us;  and 
that  my  lord  primate  his  grace,  and  othen 
intrusted  with  him,  may  be  pleased  to  restore 
ns  to  the  exercise  of  our  fonner  ministry, 
wherein,  by  the  Lord's  grace,  we  shall  con- 
stantly behave  ourselves  with  all  loyalty  to 
the  Idng^s  moet  excellent  majesty,  and  nith 
alldutifulnesstoonr  eodeeiastical  superiors, 
acting  in  our  station  in  a  due  subordination 
and  obedience  unto  them,  and  live  in  a 
mutual  love  and  concord  with  our  colleagues 
and  brethren. 

•  Arch.  Tubner. 
**  Jo.  Robertson." 

Whether  Mr  Hamilton  and  Mr  Cant 
came  in  upon  the  same  kind  of  submission, 
I  know  not :  next  year  we  shall  find  the 
bishop  and  them  irecd  from  their  restraints. 
From  these  authentic  papers  the  reader  will 
observe  tlie  spirit  and  genius  of  the  primat^ 
and  the  carriage  of  the  bishops  one  towards 
another,  and  may  be  the  less  surprised  with 


after  furtber  inquiry,  came  off  upon  his  knees. 
Four  cureta  who  bad  made  moet  noise.  Turner, 
Cant,  liobisone,  and  Hamilton,  were  l>aniaht 
from  their  charges  for  conscience'  sake  (as  they 
said)  for  a  while,  but  were  afterward,  upon  satis- 
faction, received,  and  no  more  harm  done.'' — 
Ktrkton,  d.  346.  liamaaj  was  originally  prin- 
cipal of  Glasgow  coll<^,  and  dean  of  Glasgow. 
On  May  8Sd,  1684,  he  was  translated  from  Dum- 
blane,  where  he  had  been  since  the  translation 
of  Leighton  to  Glasgow,  to  Ross,  in  which  dio> 
cese  he  continued  tilfdepriTed  at  the  rerolution. 
He  died  at  Edinburgh,  2Snd  October,  1G96,  and 
lies  buried  In  the  Canongute  church-yard. — 
See  Keith's  Cabal  of  Scottish  Bishops,  bytiussel, 
p.  204.— iW. 


their  management  towards  pnabytarins. 
1  will  advmitnre  to  say,  had  we  note  ef 
bishc^  Sharp'a  papen,  and  what  passed 
betwixt  him  and  his  own  aet  of  peopls^  wt 
would  ase  a  great  deal  of  that  viruleBtaBictU 
diristian  tenyer  tb»  saflftring'  party  lolt  so 
mnchof  at  thia  time.  And  if  this  tatastiM 
war  be  not  altogether  so  mnch  for  their  owa 
reputation,  and  no  great  proof  that  pfeiacy 
ia  calculate  for  preventing  differenoea  aasoag 
dnqgymen,  or  the  qnashnig  of  them,  malm 
it  be  in  tyrannioal  methods  of  plain  opprea- 
aion;  yet  this  will  be  a  sort  of  apology  kf 
their  methods  with  presbyteriana  in  tim 
period,  ao  that  I  am  afanost  ready  to  flatter 
myself  aa  deserving  die  thanks  of  the  party, 
for  acquainting  the  public  with  them,  whi^ 
I  have  done  in  a  very  fiur  and  candid  wajr, 
and  firom  their  own  mouths. 

Very  little  further  offers  to  me  upon  this 
year.  The  same  imposing  and  revengefid 
spirit  that  wrought  in  the  primate,  discovered 
itself  in  too  many  of  the  inferior  ckfgy; 
and  their  spiteAil  and  malicious  canriago 
provoked,  now  and  then,  some  of  their  pa- 
rishioners to  run  into  disorders  and  rioti. 
Accordingly,  I  find,  in  March  this  year, 
some  prisoners  are  brought  in  before  tht 
council,  from  the  Ambundea,  a  countzy 
village  in  the  parish  of  New  Monkland,not 
fiur  from  Gksgow.  It  was  alleged  they  had 
committed  a  riot  upon  the  person  of  their 
minister.     I  do  not  find  the  issue  in  die 


council-books;  whether  the  probation] 
or  what  was  in  it,  I  know  not. 

While  persecution  and  oppression  wot 
canying  on  in  this  island,  and  one  party  cf 
protestants  eating  up  another,  the  pi^HSti 
abroad  were  making  a  good  hand  of  us,  and 
France  was  piece  by  piece  growing  up  to 
that  frightful  power  she  was  lately  at.  Pro- 
digious quantities  of  naval  and  warlike  stors 
were  exported  this  and  the  following  yean^ 
from  Britain  to  France,  furnished  probably 
in  prosecution  of  the  secret  treaties  latebf 
entered  into :  and  that  monarch  vras  put  in 
case  almost  to  accomplish  his  beloved  pro- 
jects of  universal  monarchy,and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  reformation  throughout  Europe. 
Meanwhile  our  managers  were  every  day 
weakening  the  protestant  interest,  by  their 
violoDce  and  severe  conrsea. 
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The  deTil  wat  likewiM  playing  hit  gama 
iBMH^  the  ignorant  and  neglected  eoontltjr 
paeple;andIfindfeTeral  prooeMee  before  tlie 
iuatitiiiji,  for  the  execrable  crime  of  witdi- 
oraft :  particularly,  in  July  thi«  year,  Kather> 
ine  Saods,  laobel  Inglis,  Agnet  Henry,  Janet 
Benry,  confeising  witches,  were  strangled 
nd  burnt,  in  Culro«,  July  29th.«^  I  ahali 
•aly  add,  that  upon  the  27th  of  July,  Sir 
Tbomae  Wallace  of  Craigie  is  admitted 
laitioe-clerk,  in  the  room  of  William  Lock- 
of  Lee,  lately  deceased,  and  a  good 
ly  of  the  after  processes  against  the  suf- 
presbyterians,  fell  under  his  hands. 

CHAP.  XL 

OP  TRB  StTFFBBINGS  AND  STATE  OF   PRBSBT- 
TBRIANS  IN  THB  YEAR    1676. 


1676. 


During  this  year  and  the  foQowing, 
matters  are  gradually  going  on  to 
ripen  things  for  sending  down  the  Highland 
koat  upon  the  west  of  Scotland;  which. 


*  I  am  rather  disappoiDted  in  flndlng  no 
of  the  historjr  of  •  these  witches  in  the 
cuioo%  and  many  of  them  ridiciiloas  and  die- 
jMtlog  details  of  this  nature,  with  which  the 
biter  of  Law's  Memorials  has  filled  the  intro- 
daetkia  to  that  work.  He  indeed  regrets  ex- 
tvemely,  that  Wodrow*8  collections  on  the  sub- 
ject of  witchcraft,  were  not  completed  by  him, 
uid  that  many  of  the  articles  which  he  had  eol- 
iettod  are  not  now  to  be  found  among  his  MSS. 
There  is  no  eridence  diat  oor  historian  actaallv 
hilleircd  in  the  reality  of  that  power  to  which 
witdies  made  pretence;  but  there  is  evidence 
that  he  believed  in  the  reality  of  th^r  preteruUms 
to  that  power,  and  on  account  of  their  cherith- 
inf  toch  pretensions  and  turning  them  to  a  pro- 
fltaUe  account,  by  practbing  on  the  wealc  and 
|iBoliab,he  held  them  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  crime 
hoth  aaainst  religion  and  the  state.  On  this  prin- 
dpIsTbe  might  not  think  it  wrong  to  act  on  the 
oeriptural  authority,'*  Suffer  not  a  witch  to  live.** 
The  crime  was  a  compound,  both  of  blasphemy 
•fBlRst  God,  and  a  base  and  wicked  conspiracy 
aooinst  the  peace  and  lil>erties  of  men.  Mr 
Sharpe  seems  to  view  the  matti'r  nearly  in  the 
Mme  light,  when  he  says,  **  With  all  the  com- 
poaninn  which  the  fate  of  so  many  unfortunate 
Tietims  is  calculated  to  excite,  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten,  tliat  many  of  these  persons  made  a 
boast  of  their  supposed  art,  in  order  to  intimi- 
date and  extort  from  their  neighbours  whatever 
thoy  desired ;  that  they  were  frequently  of  an 
abandoned  life,  addicted  to  horrible  oaUis  and 
Imprecations;  and  in  several  cases,  venders  if 
downright  poison,  by  which  they  gratified  their 
costomers  in  their  darkest  purjxaes  of  aixirUe  or 
revenge,'*  p.  cvii.— £rf. 


with  other  sererities,  prodaeed  the 
rising  quashed  in  the  dsfoat  at  ^^^^ 
BothweU-bridgs.  T%e  eoniiGil  go  on  in 
their  hard  and  iniquitoas  acts  against  pretby^ 
tsriaos,  and  this  year  alfords  a  good  number 
of  instances  of  the  hardships  pat  npon  par- 
ticvlar  persons,  ministers,  and  others;  and  a 
new  committee  for  public  aflaars  helps  on 
alL  More  impositions  are  laid  upon  the 
imiulged  ministera ;  the  differences  continue 
betwixt  the  dukes  of  Lauderdale  and  Ham- 
ilton ;  yea,  the  persecution  is  even  extended 
to  the  ministers  who  were  banished  to 
Holland.  These  and  other  things  will  fur* 
nish  materials  for  three  sections,  where  I 
shall  considsr  the  procedure  of  the  council 
against  conyentioles,  presbyterian  ministers, 
and  others,  with  the  new  and  serere  acts 
they  make  this  year :  and  then  I  shall  give 
a  more  particular  account  of  the  difliculties 
ministers,  gentlemen,  and  others^  were 
brought  under  for  their  nonconformity  at 
this  time;  and  end  this  chapter  with  an 
account  of  the  drcumstances  of  the  in- 
dulged, the  differences  between  the  two 
dukes,  and  some  other  incidental  matters 
which  come  not  in  so  natively  upon  the 
two  former  sections. 

SECT.  I. 

Cf  the  acta  and  procedure  of  the  privy 
councily  againet  conventicles  and  pretb^ 
teritmtt,  this  year  1676. 

Although  there  was,  in  the  foregoing  year, 
a  little  slackening  of  the  persecution,  by 
reason  of  the  multitudes  who  followed  the 
gospel  preached  by  the  outed  ministers; 
yet  towards  the  end  of  it,  and  the  beginning 
of  this,  the  soldiers,  especially  those  in  the 
garrisons,  were  not  ^ idle.  Wherever  they 
found  any  whom  they  were  pleased  to 
reckon  haunters  of  conventicles,  they  impris- 
oned, harassed,  robbed,  and  wounded  them, 
without  control:  and  these  agents  to  the 
prektes,  managed  their  controversy  with  the 
nonconformists  in  the  utmost  violence,  as  if 
we  had  been  in  a  state  of  war,  and  not  like 
an  ecclesiastical  schism,  by  arguments.  Kot- 
withstanding  of  all  this  opposition,  ooo- 
venticles   could  not  be  borne   down.     In 
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Edinburgli  several  sermons  were 
'  (preached)  in  Magdalene-chapel,* 
and  more  priyately  up  and  down  the  town. 
Sometimes  ministers  preached  in  vacant 
churches,  at  the  desire  of  the  heritors 
and  people,  as  at  Kilsyth  and  elsewhere.  In 
the  city  of  Glasgow,  Mr  Ralph  Rogers,  who 
had  been  their  minister  before  the  restora- 
tion, was  invited  to  preach  among  them, 
and  he  and  Mr  Matthew  Crawford  for  some- 
time preached  pretty  openly  in  the  sheriff 
of  Argyle's  lodgings.  The  sacrament  of 
the  supper  being  much  thirsted  for  by 
many,  last  year  and  this,  who  could  not 
receive  it  with  the  incumbents,  and  had 
not  opportunity  to  join  with  the  indulged, 
several  ministers  resolved  to  celebrate  it 
Accordingly,  in  the  parish  of  Kippin  in 
the  shire  of  Stirling,  the  supper  of  the 
Lord  was  dispensed  in  the  ni(;[ht>>time  to  a 
very  numerous  meeting.  There  assisted 
at  that  work  the  reverend  Mr  John  Law, 
since  the  revolution  minister  at  Edinburgh, 
Mr  Hugh  Smith,  minister  at  Eastwood,  and 
his  successor  there  Mr  Matthew  Crawford. 
About  this  time  Mr  Alexander  Jamison 
minister  at  Oovan,  aud  Mr  Hugh  Smith, 
gave  this  sacrament  in  the  house  of  the 
Haggs,  vi-ithiu  two  miles  of  Glasgow,  with 
very  much  power  and  liveliness.  And  if  I 
mistake  it  not,  Mr  Jamison  did  not  again 
drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  till  he  drank 
it  new  in  the  Father's  kingdom,  at  least  it 
was  Romc  time  this  year  that  excellent  per- 
son died.     He  was  a  man  of  great  learning 


*  lliis  chape],  of  which  so  many  notices  are 
taken  in  the  history,  is  situated  near  the  head 
or  west  end  of  the  Cowgate,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  street.  It  was  dedicated  to  St  Mary  Mag- 
dalen, and  Tras  founded  by  Michael  Macqueen, 
citizen  of  Edinbui^h,  who  left  700  pounds  Scots 
to  erect  it,  trusting  to  the  piety  of  others  to  con- 
tribute what  might  be  further  necessary  to  its 
completion.  His  widow  Janet  llhyud,  contri- 
buted 2000  pounds  more  to  finish  it,  and  along 
with  the  chapel,  she  erected  an  hospital  for  ac- 
commodation of  a  chaplain  and  7  poor  men,  and 
endowed  it  with  an  annual  stipend  of  138  merks 
Scots,  arising  out  of  certain  lauds  and  tenements. 
By  her  deed  of  settlement,  dated  12th  Feb.  1547, 
she  granted  it  in  trust  to  the  corporation  of 
hammermen,  with  whom  it  still  remains.  In 
1763,  when  M  ait  land  wrote  his  history,  the 
chapel  was  occupied  by  the  conveuery  of  the 
city,  who  occasionally  met  in  it  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business. — INiaitland's  History  of  Ed- 
inburgh, p.  1&9. — E(L 


and  piety,  and  had  been  toi  yean  professor 
of  philosophy  in  the  Univenitj  of  St  An- 
drews, and  had  a  patent  to  have  been  pro- 
fessor of  divinity  there,  bat  did  not  accept, 
although  all  who  knew  him  were  aennble 
he  was  every  way  qualified  for  it  The 
sapper  was  likewise  dispensed  by  Mr  HngI 
Smith  to  his  own  parishioners  of  Eastwood, 
in  a  bam  at  Kennysbead.  He  had  Mr 
William  Thomson,  Mr  John  Bae,  and  Mr 
Matthew  Crawford  assisting  him.  Thi 
Lord  very  much  onned  these  commameni; 
and  these  sweet  sealing  times  are  not  iw* 
got  by  severals  yet  alive. 

Those  proceedings,  last  year  and  ikm^ 
very  much  galled  the  bishops ;  and  now  thtt 
Lauderdale  had  again  prevailed  over  doke 
Hamilton  at  court,  as  we  shall  hear,  sad 
seeing  they  had  allaccwding'  to  their  miai 
in  the  council,  they  propose,  and  withoirt 
any  difficulty  carry  a  very  serere  prodam- 
tion  against  conventicles  and  other  disordo^ 
dated  March  1st  I  have  annexed  it  at  tbt 
foot  of  the  page.*  Little  needs  be  said  a^ 
on  it,  after  so  many  former  papers  of  tliii 
nature.  The  narrative  owns  great  decsyi 
in  religion,  and  a  dangerous  increase  in  pr^^ 
faneness.  These  are  attributed  to  the  seps* 
ration  from  public  worship,  and  the  fine- 
quency  of  conventicles.  The  matter  of  bet 
is  certain,  but  the  cause  most  unreasonablf 
given.  Separation  from  public  wonlii|k 
when  it  may  be  joined  in  without  sin,  and 
with  edification,  is  certainly  a  very  greit 
sin,  and  chargeable  with  these  consequent^ 


*  rroclamtUion  against  conventicles^  jc.  J/orct 

l«/,  1676. 
Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  kinf  of  Gntt 
Britain,   France,  and   Ireland,  defender  of  ^ 
faith ;  to  macers,  or  mcMcngert  it 

arms,  our  sheriffs  in  that  part,  ooiijuncUy  anl 
sevendly,  specially  constitute,  greeting :  forss- 
much  as  by  many  renewed  acts  of  parliameiH^ 
and  former  proclamations,  with  advice  of  otf 
privy  council,  we  have  manifested  oar  relifiew 
and  princely  care  and  zeal  for  the  interests  it 
the  protestant  reformed  religion,  and  of  tkc 
church ;  and  considering,  how  much  it  impeftt 
the  glory  of  Almighty  God,  as  well  as  the  i»- 
terest  and  service  of  our  crown,  that  all  dw 
obedience  be  paid  to  such  laws,  as  provide  for  tbc 
securing  of  the  same,  by  uniting  in  worship,  wok 
by  procuring  of  all  due  reverence  to  our  arch- 
bishops and  bishops,  and  the  other  subordioatt 
officers  of  the  church;  and  withal,  the  tad  and 
sensible  decays  religion  hath  of  late  suffertd, 
and  the  great  and  dangerous  increase  of  profiui»> 
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nd  1  am  Dot  to  lessen  the  evil  of  it ;  but 
he  presbyterians  at  this  time  were  so  sen- 
ible  of  the  necessity  of  public  worship,  that 
rhen  thejr  could  not  with  any  advantage 


join  with  the  pro&ne  incumbents,  ^^^^^ 
they  carefully  kept  it  up  in  houses 
and  fields,  under  the  greatest  haxards.    Ac- 
cording to  the  style  of  this  period,  erery  evil 


through  the  most  unreasonable  and  schia- 
latical  separation  of  many,  from  the  public 
nd  esUbliHhed  worship,  and  the  frequent  and 
pan  con  veil  ttclrs  both  in  houses  and  fields,  by 
nch  as  thereby  discover  their  disaffection  to  the 
Biablished  religion,  and  their  nndutiful  aversion 
a  our  authority  and  government,  wherebv  the 
caea  of  the  kingdom  Is  endangered,  and  the 
horch  divided,  and,  under  pretence  of  scruple, 
Bction  advanced.  And  we  naving  cause  to  ap- 
whend,  that  these  insolent  disorders  have 
lowed  from  their  abusing  of  oar  royal  clemency 
ad  indulgence,  and  from  the  slow,  remiss,  and 
matcady  execution  of  our  good  and  wholesome 
iws;  and  being  dnirous,  that  all  our  good 
afajecta  may  take  notica,  how  serious  and  reso- 
ute  we  are  to  assert  and  maintain  the  true  rell- 
;lao,  and  the  unity  and  established  order  of  the 
hsKfa ;  do,  with  advice  of  our  privy  council, 
and  command  all  our  officers,  and  others 
tor  that  effect,  to  pat  the  laws  and 
imis  relating  to  the  chnrch,  to  doe  and 
execution,  both  against  papists,  and  all 
aehismatic^  dissenters  and  disturbers  of 
M  peace  thereof.  And  farther,  we  do  particu- 
t0f  require  the  magistrates  of  the  several 
mrghm,  to  seize  upon  any  persons  that  are,  or 
nnafber  shall  be  intercommuned,  and  remove 
■ft  of  their  several  towns  and  jurisdictions,  the 
imili^  of  such  as  are  intercommuned,  or  de- 
iared  fugitives  or  rebels,  and  all  such  preachers, 

•  with  their  families  do  not  attend  the  public 
fWRsbip,  and  that  betwixt  and  the  first  day  of 
rmw  next:  and  we  do  require  all  noblemen, 
!CDtlemen,  and  all  other  sumects  without  buivh, 
•d  all  magistrates  and  other  persons  within 
anally  that  they  do  not  intercom  mane,  harbour, 
■r  relieve  any  of  the  persons  who  are,  or  shall 

•  Intercommuned,  under  the  pains  due  to  in- 
imuners  by  law ;  and  declare,  that  if  any 

aball  discover  any  heritor,  liferenter,  or 
person  without  burgh,  or  inv  magistrate, 
r  other  iuiubitants  within  burgh,  who  shall 
Dteroommune,  harbour,  or  relieve  any  so  inter- 
anmoned,  shall  have  for  such  discovery  made, 
be  sum  of  five  hundred  merles,  instantly  paid 
a  tliem  out  of  our  treasury.  And  whereas,  by 
be  seventeenth  act  of  the  third  session  of  our 
seond  parliament,  all  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  lords  of 
agalitias,  and  magistrates  of  burghs,  are  obliged 
a  pve  an  account  of  their  diligence,  in  putting 
ho  acts  relating  to  conventicles  and  separation, 
Bto  doe  execution,  to  our  privy  council  yearly, 
n  the  first  I'hursday  of  Julv,  under  the  pain  of 
ivo  hundred  merks  for  eacii  year's  failie:  we 
•dare,  that  we  will  call  them  to  an  account  of 
JMir  diligence,  and  punish  their  negligence 
oeordingly :  and  further,  we  declare,  that  the 
iOfiatratea  of  all  royal  burghs,  wherein  any 
anvantielea  sluJl  be  hereafter  kept,  shall  bie 
iBOd  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  merks  for  each 
aovcnticle,  and  that  by  and  attour  any  other 
loo  to  be  imposed  by  our  privy  council  upon 
hami  for  which,  by  act  of  parliament,  they  are 
a  haTO  relief  from  the  peraons  present  at  the 
lid  eooventiele ;  and  that  five  hundred  merks 


shall  be  the  least  sum  to  be  cxaetod  from  any 
burgh  for  every  conventicle,  and  which  shall  fa« 
augmented  on  the  burghs  mora  considerable; 
for  which  sum  they  are  to  have  no  relief,  either 
from  the  common  good  of  the  town,  nor  from 
the  persons  found  at  these  conventicles.  And 
whereas,  by  our  former  proclamation,  of  the 
date  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-nine,  all  heritors,  in  whose 
lands  any  conventicles  are  kept,  are  liable  to  the 
fines,  pains,  and  penalties  therein  contained :  we 
herebv  declare,  that  in  like  mannei',  these  heri- 
torsor  houses,  within  burghs  of  royalty,  regality, 
or  buurony,  in  whose  houses  any  conventicle 
shall  be  kept  after  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
shall  be  fined  in  a  whole  year's  rent  of  the  snid 
tenement  where  the  conventicle  shall  be  kept, 
and  whereof  the  landlord  shall  have  no  relief 
from  the  tenant  or  possessor,  and  this,  Mies 
auotieSf  for  every  conventicle  kept  therein  ;  and 
further,  for  preventing  of  all  disorderly  mar- 
riages and  baptisms,  we  do  hereby  declare,  that 
we  will  take  care  that  the  thirty-fourth  act  of 
the  first  session  of  our  first  parliament,  and  the 
sixth  act  of  the  second  session  of  our  second 
parliament,  be  put  into  due  execution,  against 
the  contraveners  thereof;  and,  for  the  encour- 
agement of  those  who  shall  delate  or  inform,  a 
proportionable  part  of  the  fines  of  these  who 
shall  be  found  guilty,  shall  be  granted  and 
allowed  to  them  for  their  service  therein.  And 
whereas,  by  the  fourth  act  of  the  second  session 
of  our  first  parliament,  it  is  statute,  that  none  ba 
allowed  to  teach  any  schools,  or  be  pedagogues 
to  children  of  persons  of  quality,  or  chaplains  in 
any  family,  without  a  license  from  the  respec- 
tive ordinaries,  we  do  hereby  require  and  com- 
mand, that  none  hereafter  entertain  any  school- 
master, pedagogue,  or  chaplain,  or  person  for 
performance  of  family  worship,  who  have  no 
such  license  under  the  hands  of  the  respective 
bishops ;  and  that  under  the  penalty  of  three 
thousand  merks  to  be  exacted  from  each  noble- 
man, and  twelve  hundred  merks  from  each 
gentleman,  and  six  hundred  merks  from  a  bur- 
gess, or  any  other  subject,  Mies  qvoties,  as  they 
shall  be  found  guilty  herein.  And  that  our 
royal  pleasure  in  the  premises  may  be  made 
public  and  known,  our  will  is,  and  we  chai^ 
you  straitly  and  command,  that  incontinent, 
thir  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market-croas 
of  Edinburgh,  and  remanent  head  burghs  of  tha 
shires  of  this  kingdom,  and  other  places  needful^ 
and  thereat,  in  our  name  and  authority,  by  open 
proclamation,  make  publication  of  our  royal 
pleasure  in  the  premises,  that  all  our  subjects 
may  have  due  and  timous  notice  thereof,  and 
give  obedience  thereto,  according  to  justice,  as 
ye  will  answer  to  us  thereupon.  The  which  to 
do,  we  commit  to  you,  conjunctly  and  severally, 
our  full  power  by  thir  our  letters,  delivering 
them  by  you  duly  execute,  and  indorsed  again  to 
the  bearer.  Given  under  our  signet  at  Ib^din- 
burgh  the  first  day  of  March,  1676,  and  of  our 
reign  the  twenty-eighth  year. 

Tho.  Hay,  C/.  seer,  conciliL 


sso 
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thing  now  must  bo  attributed  to  con- 
Tentides,  though  every  body  ahnost 
at  this  time  knew,  that  the  deoays  of  religion 
were  so  hr  firom  being  chargeable  upon  these 
meetings,  that  the  gospel  preached  at  them 
did  very  much  promote  religion  and  right- 
eousness ;  and  the  present  profaneness  could 
never  be  charged  upon  them,  with  any 
colour  of  reason,  but  upon  the  evil  practices 
of  the  incumbent  clergy,  and  the  want  of 
discipline  in  the  established  church,  which 
we  have  heard  even  some  of  themselves 
regretting. 

The  statutory  part  of  the  proclamation 
runs  very  high :  papists,  pro  more,  are 
thrown  in  with  presbyterian  schiBmatics^ 
and  all  magistrates  are  ordered  to  prosecute 
them,  and  seize  upon  intercommuued  per- 
sons or  fugitives.  What  follows  is  yet 
harder,  **  And  all  such  preachers  as  with  their 
families  do  not  attend  public  worship;"  and 
that  betwixt  and  the  1st  of  June.  One 
would  think,  they  could  scarce  expect  tliat 
presbyterian  ministers  would  hear  the  cu- 
rates, and  that  a  grain  of  allowance  might 
have  been  given  them ;  and  yet  they  and 
their  &milies,  who  perhaps  would  not  have 
gone,  though  they  should  have  had  the  free- 
dom themselves  to  go,  are  marked  out  for 
punishment  for  nonconformity.  All  who 
harbour  the  interconunuued,  are  made  liable 
to  the  same  pains  with  them ;  and  a  reward 
of  five  hundred  merks,  presently  to  be  paid, 
is  offered  to  any  who  shall  discover  such  as 
commune  with,  harbour,  or  entertain  the  in- 
tercommuued. AH  inferior  judges  and  offi- 
cers are  threatened,  if  they  execute  not  the 
laws ;  and  some  of  them,  as  we  shall  hear, 
were  turned  this  year  out  of  their  posts, 
upon  showing  a  little  compassion  towards 
the  sufferers.  Five  hundred  merks  fine  is 
imposed  upon  each  burgh  where  a  conven- 
ticle is  kept,  beside  the  exacting  of  the  bonds 
the  council  had  taken  formerly  from  them, 
and  larger  siuns  upon  the  greater  burghs; 
and  the  magistrates  are  to  have  their  relief 
from  the  common  stock  of  the  town ;  which 
appears  most  unaccountable,  and  a  short 
way  to  ruin  the  royal  burghs.*     Further,  it 

•  In  Mr  Wodrow*8  own  »*  additions**  we 
have  the  following :— There  it  a  mistake  in  the 
rezDJirk  I  make  upon  the  words  in  the  proclama- 


is  statute,  that  the  heriton  shall  be  fined  in 
a  year's  rent  of  the  home  wliere  the  eon- 
vwitide  shall  be  kept,  lohet  ^rHohes,  and,  to 
encourage  informers  and  deblioDi^  a  part  of 
the  fine  is  promised  to  them.  In  short,  if 
any  chi^lain,  schoolmaster,  or  pedagogue  ii 
entertained,  without  a  Ucenae  under  the 
hand  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  they  imp 
pose  the  following  fines;  three  thousand 
merks  upon  each  nobleman,  twelve  hundred 
merks  on  each  gentleman,  and  six  hundred 
merks  upon  bni^gesaes.  This  last  dsnse 
pointed  at  a  great  many  presbyteriao 
students,  youths  of  excellent  qoalificatioai^ 
and  great  piety,  and  learning,  as  hath  since 
the  revolution  appeared,  several  of  whom  I 
could  name,  who  have  filled  and  do  fill  the 
most  important  posts  of  this  church,  and 
our  universities.  The  prelates,  by  this  ex- 
travagant clause,  designed  to  rid  the  youth 
of  such  tutors,  that  they  might  be,  by  othsn 
of  their  own  kidney,  trained  up  in  princi- 
ples agreeable  to  monarchy  in  the  church, 
and  tyranny  and  passive  obedience  in  the 
state.  With  this  severe  prodamation  agaiait 
conventide-keepers,  another  the  same  day 
is  issued  out,  ordering  the  indulged  mioii' 
ters  to  keep  their  instructions,  which,  to 
make  them  the  more  burdensome,  they  call 
"  the  terms  upon  which  they  are  permitted 
and  indulged  to  exercise  their  ministry." 
This  I  shall  notice  further  in  its  own  rooo, 
in  the  last  section.  Thus  they  endeavov 
to  bear  hard  upon  all  presbyterians,  sad 
either  rent  or  ruin  them. 

Laws  signify  very  little  without  cloM 
execution,  and  our  managers  were  very  csiv- 
ful  to  see  that  upon  presbyterians.  The 
soldiers  were  the  daily  executors  of  the  biwn, 
and  now  and  then  the  council  send  parti- 
cular commissions  to  particular  persons,  to 
look  after  the  suppressing  of  conventides. 
The  two  former  years,  such  commissimis 
wore  given,  but  they  did  not  much,  at  least 
that  I  can  learn,  answer  the  severe  projects 
of  the  persecutors;  but  now  they  resoWe 
upon  greater  severity.  I  have  formerly 
noticed,  that  the  persecuting  temper  of  the 
highfliers  in  England,  reached  us  in  Scot- 

tion  against  conventicles,  '*  And  the  mafistnitt* 
are  to  hare  their  relief  from  the  oommoo  stodc 
of  the  town  ;*'  which  I  ny  is  unaeootrntaMe,  aod 
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kndy  thoag-b,  Immt  say,  oar  Soots  numagen 
frr  oiihrent  the  EngHsh.  Aocordingljr,  at 
this  time,  I  find  tlie  meetiiig  hooses  are 
ordered  to  be  shut  up  at  London,  and  tbe 
jostioes  of  the  peace  were  generally  changed, 
and  new  commissions  given,  with  strict 
orders  to  he  aealons  and  yigoroos  in  execut- 
ing the  laws  against  dissenters. 

Upon  the  same  day,  the  cooncil  grant 
eommissions  to  the  chancellor,  and,  generally 
speaking,  those  mentioned  last  year,  with 
acHne  gentlemen  in  each  shire  joined  to 
them,  with  the  aboye  powers  and  instmo- 
tiona,  to  pat  the  laws  against  conyenticles 
and  nonconformity  in  execution.  One  com- 
mittee is  ordered  to  sit  at  Edinbuigb,  another 
at  Glasgow,  another  at  Stirling  and  in  Fife, 
and  one  for  Aberdeenshire,  Murray,  and 
Ross.  No  accounts  from  any  of  them  have 
oome  to  my  hands,  save  that  at  Glasgow, 
which  sat  April  6th.  Sometime  before  this 
oooncil-committee  or  commission  sat  down, 
citations  were  issued  out,  at  the  instance  of 
Sir  John  Nisbet,  his  majesty's  advocate,  to  a 
eonsiderable  number  of  gentlemen,  ministers, 
and  others,  to  appear  before  the  lords  com- 
missioners, and  declare  upon  oath  what 
eooventicles  they  had  been  at  since  the 
jear  1674^  what  children  they  had  baptized, 
and  whether  they  had  reset  or  harboured 
interoommuned  persons.  Their  names,  as 
£ur  as  I  can  recover  them,  were.  Sir  Geoige 
Maxwel  of  Nether-pollock,  of  whom  before, 
John  Maxwel  his  son,  whom  we  shall  meet 
with  afterward.  Sir  Archibald  Stuart  of 
Castlemilk,  the  laird  of  Danlop,  James 
Haauhon  of  Aikenhead,  Gabriel  Hamilton 
of  Westbum,  Mr  Hugh  Corbet  of  Haigray, 
Mr  Ninian  Hill  of  Lambhill,  Patrick  Hamil- 
ton of  Neilsland,  Messrs  Andrew  Morton, 
Hngh  Smith,  Matthew  Crawford,  James 
Wodrow,  after  the  revolution  professcMr  of 
divinity  in  the  university  of  Glasgow,  John 
Johnston,  Matthew  Gumming  merchants  in 


the  way  to  ruio  the  royal  barghi.  I  have  over- 
looked tbe  followio^  expreasioa  in  that  proda- 
mation,  where  upon  a  second  view,  it  is  plain 
the  magistrates  were  to  have  no  relief  from  the 
eommon  stock  of  the  town,  as  may  be  seen  in 
tbe  proclamation  itself,  pp.  S18,  819.  In  some 
former  proclamations  ano  bonds,  relief  was  in- 
deed allowed  them  in  this  manner,  and  1  have 
D. 


Glasgow,  and  some  others.  The 
two  fint,  the  biids  of  PoUods  elder  '^^^' 
and  younger,  got  off  happily  without  swear- 
ing, by  the  fiivoor  of  some  members  of 
the  committee.  None  of  the  ministers  or 
preachers  appeared,  whereupon  they  were 
denounced  rebels,  and  the  soldiers  had  orders 
to  search  for  and  apprehend  them,  and  some 
of  them  were  intercommuned,  and  all  of 
them  forced  to  abscond,  and  undergo  great 
hardships  till  the  indenmity  1679.  The  rest 
refusing  to  give  their  oaths  upon  their  own 
alleged  guilt,  but  remitting  themselves  to 
probation,  were  imprisoned  at  Glasgow,  and 
from  thence  sent  in  under  a  guard  to  Edii^ 
burgh,  after  the  committee  had  fined  them, 
as  guilty  of  as  many  conventicles  as  they 
pleased,  for  refusing  to  swear  themsdves 
guilty;  and  most  of  them  continue  prisoners 
in  Edinburgh  tolbooth  for  some  months. 
And  that  I  may  give  all  the  account  I  have 
of  them  together,  I  find,  after  much  interest 
used,  at  length  their  cause  is  brought  before 
tho  council  ,*  and,  July  20th,  the  lords  pass 
this  act  anent  them.  **  The  lords  of  his  m»> 
jesty*s  privy  council  considering,  that  James 
Hamilton  of  Aikenhead,  Gabriel  Hamil- 
ton of  Westbum,  Alexander  Wardrop  of 
Dahnamock,  Mr  Hugh  Corbet  of  Hargray, 
Patrick  Hamilton  of  Neilsland,  Mr  Ninian 
Hill  of  Lambhill,  Matthew  Cumming  in 
Ghisgow,  (what  became  of  those  not  named 
here  I  cannot  tell)  being  convened  before 
the  commissioners  of  privy  council,  at  Glas- 
gow, for  keeping  conventicles,  and  other 
things  libelled  against  them,  and  the  libel 
being  referred  to  theor  oaths,  they  refused 
to  depone,  and  were  thereupon,  by  the  sen- 
tence of  the  said  lords,  held  as  confest,  and 
committed  to  prison ;  and  now  compearing, 
the  lords  modify  their  fines  as  follows. 
Aikenhead  a  thousand  pounds  Scots,  Har- 
gray a  thousand  merks,  Lambhill  a  thousand 
merks,  Westbum  a  thousand  merks,  Neils- 


noC  observed  the  change  here.  It  is  probable  ] 
may,  through  inadvertency,  have  fallen  Into 
other  escapes  in  my  remarks  on  public  papers, 
and,  upon  discovery,  I  shall  cheerfully  amend 
diem.  But  since  all  the  napers  tbemaelves 
are  annexed  as  vouchers,  I  flatter  myself^  any 
error  that  has  slipped  in,  can  have  no  ill  eonse- 
quence. 
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Itnd  three  hundred  pounds,  Mat- 
thew Camming  two  hundred  pounds : 
and  in  regard  Alexander  Wardrop  gave  his 
oath,  and  oonfessed  one  house  conventicle, 
he  is  fined  in  fiftj  merits ;  and  the  council 
ordain  them  all  to  lie  in  prison  till  they  pay 
their  fines."  Those  persons  very  quickly 
paid  their  fines,  and  were  liberate,  and  got 
home  after  more  than  three  months'  impri- 
sonment. 

The  committee  of  council  likewise  issued 
out  orders  to  all  sheriffis  and  their  deputes, 
bailies  of  regalities,  stewards  of  stewartries, 
and  magistrates  of  burghs,  to  cite  before 
them  all  who  were  delated  by  the  conform^ 
able  clergy,  or  should  be  complained  of,  and 
fine  and  imprison  them,  and  return  accounts 
of  their  diligence  to  the  council  Those 
under-officers  through  the  west,  cited  multi- 
tudes before  them;  but  people  finding  they 
must  give  their  oaths  super  inquirendis 
against  themselves,  did  not  compear,  and  so 
vast  numbers  every  where  were  declared 
fugitives,  and  afterward  interoommuned,  and 
converse  with  them  inhibited  under  the 
pains  of  rebellion.  This  put  ministers,  and 
others,  who  feared  an  oath,  to  terrible  hard- 
ships; appear  they  durst  not,  and  were 
forced  to  hide  and  wander  where  they  best 
might;  and  in  their  hidings,  upon  the  first 
notice  of  them,  parties  were  ordered  out  to 
apprehend  them,  and  the  gift  of  their  escheats 
was  offered  to  any  who  would  buy  them. 
A  volume  might  be  filled  with  well  attested 
accounts  of  signal  and  remarkable  appear- 
ances of  providence,  in  behalf  of  these  con- 
fessors for  the  truth,  this  and  the  following 
years :  their  singular  provision,  their  wonder- 
ful protections,  and  remarkable  deliveries 
and  outgates.  They  found  the  cross  lined 
with  love,  and  many  friends  were  raised  up 
to  them  in  their  distress,  by  their  kind  Lord 
and  Master.  Thus  this  severe  persecution 
did  not  hinder  them  from  preaching  and 
hearing  the  gospel.  In  houses  they  were 
frequently  surprised  by  the  soldiers,  and 
therefore  they  choosed  the  most  retired 
places,  woods,  hills,  and  mosses,  and  had 
their  watches  set,  to  prevent  their  being 
surprised.  Yea,  this  scattering  of  ministers 
and  people  turned  to  the  spreading  of  the 
word  of  life.  Ministers  who  before  preached 


to  a  few  in  housei^  now  preadied  to  mnlti* 
tudes  in  the  fields,  with  mndi  soocea,  and 
the  more  preaishing  there  was»  the  more 
love  to  the  goqpel  increased.  People  coold 
not  but  observe  the  curates  as  the  springs 
of  all  thb  severity,  and  every  day  they  were 
more  disliked,  and  their  meetings  turned 
thinner.  Presbyterian  ministers  preached 
upon  the  haiard  of  all  that  was  dear  to  them 
in  outwards,  and  people  listened  the  more 
attentively  to  them;  and  even  indifferent 
persons  began  to  apprehend  there  was  a 
reality  in  what  they  taught,  when  thej 
ventured  so  much  to  do  them  service.  Ii 
short,  the  gospel  was  costly  and  haiardoni 
both  to  themselves  and  their  preachers,  and 
this  made  them  prize  it  more,  and  improTe 
it  the  better ;  and  the  Lord,  by  his  presence, 
did  very  much  sweeten  outward  d^cultio. 
And  this  love  unto,  and  following  after  the 
gospel  in  the  persecuted  ministers'  handi^ 
was  increased  fh>m  the  observation  of  singu- 
lar judgments  now  and  then  upon  the  po^ 
secut<nr8.  A  collection  of  well  attested 
accounts  of  those  might  be  of  good  use,  and 
instances  are  not  wanting:  yea,  the  relati(»i 
now  flying  up  and  down,  of  the  scandakios 
lives  and  erroneous  doctrine  of  the  bishops, 
and  most  of  their  underlings,  did  not  a  little 
recommend  the  attendance  upon  field  meet- 
ings to  such  who  had  not  opportunity  to 
hear  the  indulged.  Charity  forbids  me, 
without  proof,  to  credit  all  that  W9s  talked 
upon  this  head ;  but  so  much  of  it  was 
notour,  as  led  too  many  to  atheism,  and 
downright  contempt  of  all  religion,  and  many 
of  the  better  sort  much  to  favour  the  per- 
secuted party:  so  that  notwithstanding  sll 
these  hardships,  conventicles  continued,  and 
the  managers  went  on  in  their  severitiei> 
which  brings  me  back  again  to  the  accounts 
of  their  procedure ;  and  to  give  all  I  hafe 
together  that  relates  to  these  council  com- 
missions. 

Upon  the  5th  of  June,  the  coimcil  receive 
the  reports  from  their  conmussioners,  for 
trying  of  conventicles  in  Aberdeenshire,  at 
Glasgow,  and  other  places,  and  find  the  lady 
Polmaise  in  Stirlingshire,  when  before  their 
commissioners,  refusing  to  give  her  oath 
upon  their  interrogatories,  but  declaring 
upon  her  word  of  honour,  that  she  was  firee 
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of  what  was  laid  to  her  charge,  and  remitted 
to  them.  I  find  nothing  done  upon  it  at 
this  ooimcil  meeting.  The  laird  of  Balgony 
and  his  lady,  with  the  lady  Kennet,  for  their 
nonccympearanoe  before  the  oommissioners, 
are  ordered  to  be  denounced.  Mr  Hugh 
Campbell,  for  preaching  at  Muirkirk  without 
presentation,  is  ordered  to  be  dted  before 
the  council ;  but  I  hear  no  more  about  him. 
The  magistrates  of  Glasgow  are  appointed 
to  produce  Mr  Alexahder  Gordon,  or  hb 
cautioners,  for  keeping  a  conyenticle  there. 
This  is  all  I  meet  with  concerning  these 
ccmunittees  of  council,  for  trying  of  conyen- 
tides,  ordered  upon  the  1st  of  March. 

At  that  same  diet  of  council,  March  1st, 
the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  the  bishops 
of  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen,  are  ordained 
to  call  before  them  all  the  masters  of  univer- 
sities and  colleges  through  the  kingdom,  and 
inquire  if  all  of  them  have  taken  the  oaths  of 
terms  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  in  the 
IL  and  act  4th,  sess.  2d,  parL  Ist,  Charles 
report  And  orders  are  given  for  a  strict 
inquiry  through  the  country,  (I  suppose  it 
was  left  to  the  particular  council  committees) 
whether  all  magistrates  of  buighs,  and  other 
inferior  officers,  had  signed  the  declaration; 
and  such  as  had  not,  are  ordered  to  be  pro- 
secuted. I  find,  at  this  same  time,  the 
town  of  Perth  is  fined  for  conventicles ;  and 
in  Glasgow  and  in  other  burghs,  very  strict 
search  is  made  for  conventicles  and  outed 
ministers,  which  was  some  way  happy  for 
them,  since  hereby  they  were  obliged  tim- 
oosly  to  retire,  before  the  council  committees 
came  about  I  do  not  find  any  (other) 
meeting  of  council,  until  April  26th,  when 
they  have  a  letter  firom  the  king,  taking  off 
the  restraints  from  the  bishop  of  Dum- 
Uane,  and  the  rest  formerly  mentioned, 
which  I  shall  notice  in  its  own  room.  At 
this  diet,  the  more  to  bear  down  conven- 
ticles, the  council  extend  their  act  of  April 
1669,  to  the  whole  kingdom,  and  appoint 
this  act  to  be  printed,  and  being  but  short, 
I  insert  it  here. 

**  Act  ctmcemmg  heeping  of  conventicles^ 
Edinburgh,  April  26M,  1676. 

^  The  lords  of  his  majest3r's  privy  council, 
eonsidering,  that  by  a  proclamation  of  the 


8th  of  April,  1669,  they,  upon  the 
oonsiderations  therein  contained,  * 
did  prohibit  and  discharge  all  heritors  what- 
somever,  within  the  shires  of  Lanark,  Ayr 
Renfinew,and  stewartry  of  Kiriccudbright,  to 
suffer  or  permit  any  conventicles  or  private 
meetings,  upon  pretext  o(  or  for  religions 
worship,  to  be  kept  within  their  houses,  or 
the  lands  belongingto  them;  certifying  them, 
if  they  shall  contravene,  that  each  heritor  in 
whose  bounds  or  lands  any  oonventicle  shall 
be  kept,  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  toties  quoties.  The  said 
lords  do  hereby  extend  the  former  act  and 
nroclamadon,  to  the  whole  shires  of  this 
kingdom;  and  do  ordain  all  heritors  to  be 
liable  to  the  fines  above  specified,  in  case 
any  conventicle  be  kept  on  the  ground  of 
their  lands,  or  in  houses  belonging  to  them : 
declaring  always,  that  the  heritors  who  shall 
be  fined  upon  the  account  foresaid,  shall 
have  their  relief  off  the  persons  present  at 
these  conventicles.  And  ordain  these  pre- 
sents to  be  printed,  and  published  at  the 
market  cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places 
needful,  that  none  pretend  ignorance. 

*•  Tho.  Hay,  cL  seer.  condliL" 

Reflections  were  made  above  upon  the 
matter  of  this  severe  act,  and  now  the  fre- 
quency of  conventicles,  both  in  the  north 
and  east,  put  them  upon  extending  it  It 
was  a  very  plain  ground  for  harassing  of 
great  numbers  of  gentlemen,  abundantly 
loyal  and  peaceable,  whom  they  could  not 
otherwise  reach ;  and  it  was  easy  for  them 
to  overlook  themselves  and  their  own 
friends,  when  conventicles,  as  frequently 
happened,  were  upon  their  ground.  And 
the  clause,  allowing  heritors  relief  off  the 
persons  present,  was  no  advantage  at  all, 
but  a  perfect  blind,  to  make  the  severity  of 
the  act  to  be  overlooked ;  since  it  was  but 
seldom  any  of  the  persons  present  were 
catched,  the  probation  against  them  was 
difficult,  and  few  of  them  who  happened  to 
be  taken,  had  relief  to  give. 

Next  day,  April  27th,  the  council  meet, 
and  order  the  lists  of  intercommuned  per- 
sons, and  such  as  were  denounced  and 
decUred  fugitives,  to  be  transmitted  to  all 
the  sheriffs  and  magistrates  of  buri^hs^  thaX 
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under  their  jari8dicti<m.  The  eaine  day, 
i^n  some  infonnatiooa  laid  before  them 
they  make  the  following  ai^iointment 
"  Whereaa  the  privy  ooandl  if  infonned, 
that  there  hath  been  a  numerous  oonren- 
tide  lately  held  in  the  shire  of  Ayr  at 
Coilumwood«  in  the  laird  of  Ciulfield's  lands, 
at  which  llfr  John  Welsh,  a  deckred  traitor, 
preached ;  as  also  that  Mr  Alexander  Roes 
heritor  in  Colmonel  parish,  keeps  constantly 
oonyenticles  in  his  own  house  of  Dalrioch, 
and  baptizes  children;  and  Mr  Robert 
Kennedy,  who  haunts  the  house  of  Knock- 
daw,  and  Mr  John  Cunningham  curate  to 
the  late  bishop  of  Galloway,  who  haunts  in 
Glendnoch  at  Glenluce,  do  keep  conven- 
ticles and  commit  other  disorders :  the  lords 
appoint  the  earl  of  Dumfries,  sheriff  prin- 
cipal of  Ayr,  earl  of  Dundonald, ,  lords 
Cochran  and  Ross,  and  Sir  Thomas  Wal- 
lace justice  clerk,  to  try  these  disorders, 
and  punish  as  they  shall  find  cause."  I 
find  no  more  account  of  these  matters. 

Upon  the  5th  of  June,  when  the  council 
are  approving  the  procedure  of  their  com- 
mittees, they  find  the  process  against  the 
lairds  of  Xcther-pollock,  the  laird  of  Tor- 
rcnce,  and  the  laird  of  Daldowie,  for  keep- 
ing of  conventicles,  not  brought  to  an  issue, 
and  they  refer  it  to  the  committee  for  public 
affairs.  Thither  now  many  processes  are 
referred,  and  it  being  but  seldom  their 
reports  are  insert  in  the  registers,  I  can 
give  no  further  account  of  them.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  find  this  committee  mentioned 
in  the  registers  under  this  name,  and  it  was 
a  very  useful  contrivance  of  the  primate  and 
his  party,  who  now  carry  all  before  them, 
for  engrossing  the  council  power,  which  was 
at  this  time  abundantly  huge,  into  the  hands 
of  a  few,  that  so  their  oppressions  and  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  might  be  the  more 
speedily  and  successfully  carried  on.  In 
the  registers  before  this,  I  have  observed  no 
appointment  for  such  a  committee,  nor  any 
acquainting  the  king  with  this  new  method 
they  were  casting  the  public  business  into. 
I  imagine  they  tried  the  method  for  some 
time,  and  finding  it  answering  their  designs, 
they  wrote  up  for  orders  thereanent,  and 


190A  their  getting  tfam,  diej  Make  a  non^ 
nation*  which  I  shall  jnat  aosr  inaort 

A  letter  from  the  kinf  eoBMa  dowB,  July 
Idih,  which  foUowa.  "  Whtrmm  we,  by  enr 
commiision  of  eoonol,  May  1 1^  1674^  did 
i^ipoint  the  qoonun  to  be  nine,  andalao  Hi 
name  the  persona  sme  ^mhia  hon^  leserving 
to  ourselves  a  power  to  add,  we  do  now  add 
the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  and  Chsilei 
Maitland  of  Haltoon  treaaora^^epntie." 

Whether  this  committee  for  public  affiun 
was  at  first  made  up  of  these  sme  ^inSiif  noi^ 
I  know  not :  but  upon  the  SOth  of  Jnly,  s 
new  commission  of  council  is  sent  dows^ 
and  recorded  in  the  registers,  and  theroa 
the  archbishop  of  St  Andrewa  is  i^ipointei 
to  preside  in  oonncil  when  the  chancellor 
is  not  present.  We  shall  afterwards  hcsr 
the  occasion  of  this  new  nomination  of 
council,  upon  the  following  section.  And, 
the  same  day,  I  find  an  act  and  oommissioB 
for  public  affiurs.  The  lords  of  his  migestT*! 
privy  council  nominate  and  appoint^  "  The 
archbishops  of  St  Andrews  and  Ohifov, 
lord  privy  seal,  earls  of  Argyle,  Mar,  Murray, 
Linlithgow,  Seaforth,Kinghom,DundonBM, 
the  lord  Elphingston,  the  president,  trea- 
surer-depute, advocate,  justice-clerk,  lord 
CoUington,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  meet 
when  and  where  Ihey  see  fit,  and  take  trial 
of  conventicles,  invasions  of  pulpits,  what 
ministers  preach  at  conventicles,  and  the 
ringleading  heritors  at  them,  who  are  guiltj 
of  resetting  and  intercommuning  with  rebds, 
and  other  disorders;  with  power  to  cite, 
apprehend,  bring  under  bond,  and  give  what 
orders  they  see  good  to  the  forces  and 
sheriffs,  and  other  magistrates,  and  to  con- 
sider the  condition  of  prisoners,  and  to  da 
all  things  necessary  to  his  majesty's  servid^ 
and  report  to  the  council" — This  is  aa 
extensive  commission  to  three  persons,  and 
now  prelacy  was  at  the  top  of  afiairs,  when 
the  two  archbishops,  with  any  third  creature 
of  theirs  they  pleased  to  diooee,  had  the 
whole  of  what  for  many  years  hath  been  the 
councirs  chief  work,  the  persecution  of 
presbyterians,  the  management  of,  and  giv- 
ing what  orders  they  pleased  to  the  anny, 
sheriffs,  and  other  magistrates,  put  into  thdr 
hands.  1  do  not  say  they  exerced  this  power 
by  themselves  three,but  this  commission  wai^ 
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nated  them  to  to  do  sand  indeed  thejrwiere 
eagy,  the  most  part  named  heartily  went  in 
with  whaterer  thej  saw  |;ood  to  propose. 
Our  liberties  and  religion  were  now  at  a 
lowpaaa^  when  such  powers  and  commissiona 
are  granted.  And  indeed  for  manj  years 
this  committee  of  public  afiairs  managed  all 
the  persecution,  and  whatever  related  to 
church  and  state,  and  when  they  saw  good, 
reported  to  the  council,  after  they  had  done 
what  pleased  them.  AVhen  their  reports  are 
in  the  registers  we  shall  meet  with  them, 
and  when  they  saw  good  not  to  record  them, 
tlieir  severities  are  buried.  After  this  there 
is  little  or  no  more  room  for  commissions 
of  council,  and  committees  with  council 
powers  which  had  been  used  for  some  years 
iu  the  vacation.  These,  when  they  came 
to  the  country,  and  had  information  how 
matters  stood,  and  having  no  ecclesiastics 
among  them,  generally  speaking,  were  not 
so  inclinable  to  severities:  but  now  the 
primate,  with  two  others  in  his  chamber, 
may  issue  out  orders  as  they  find  proper. 

Periiaps  it  was  by  a  motion  from  this 
powerful  coounittee,  that  the  council,Augu8t 
3d,  pass  an  act  of  intercommuning  against 
several  more  ministers,  and  Mr  James  KLirk- 
ton  upon  the  head  of  them,  for  the  reason 
we  ahall  hear  of  upon  the  next  section. 
The  form  of  such  letters  hath  been  already 
insert  in  the  notes,  and  so  it  may  suffice 
to  give  an  abstract  of  these  letters. 

^  Charles,  &c  Forasmuch  as,  in  July 
1674v  the  underwritten  persons  were  de- 
nounced and  put  to  oiur  horn,  for  not  com- 
pearing personally  before  the  lords  of  our 
council,  July  16th,  1674,  to  have  answered 
and  underlien  the  law  for  convocating,  and 
being  present  at  field  conventicles  at  Inver- 
esk,  Edmonstoun  chapel,  Wolmet,  Corstor- 
phin,  Magdalene  chapel,  Borthwick,  Kirk- 
liston, GUidsmuir,  Torwood,  (and  other 
places  mentioned  in  the  former  letters,)  and 
intruding  into  pulpits  contrary  to  law,  in 
manner  at  length  specified  in  the  principal 
complaint  raised  against  them,  viz.  Messrs 
James  Kirkton,  Alexander  Lennox,  John 
Rae,  David  Hume,  Edward  Jamison,  Robert 
Lockhart,  John  Welwood,  John  Weir, 
Andrew  Donaldson,  sometime  in  Dalgety, 
Thomas    M'Gill,   James    Weddcrbum    in 


J  Coupar,  Thomas  Douglai»  Rrancu 
Irvine,  Alexander  Bertram,  and 
Alexander  Wilson,  as  the  letters  of  denunci- 
ation more  fully  bear :  at  the  procem  of 
which  horn  the  foresaid  persons  have  lien 
ever  since*  taking  no  regard  thereof,  and  are 
encouraged  in  their  rebellion,  by  the  reset, 
supply,  and  interconmiuning  of  their  friends 
and  acquaintances,  to  the  high  contempt  of 
our  authority:  wherefore  we  chaige  you  to 
pass  to  the  market  crosses  of  Edinburgh, 
Haddington,  &c.  and  other  places  needful, 
and  charge  all  our  lieges,  that  none  of  them 
presume  to  reset,  supply,  or  intercommune 
with  any  of  the  foresaid  persons,  &c  in 
common  form.  Given  under  our  signet, 
August  3d,  167Q.*' 

The  same  day  the  council  renew  their 
commission  formerly  granted,  for  repressing 
conventicles  in  the  shires  of  the  north, 
with  a  particular  eye  to  Bamfil  This  was 
at  so  great  distance,  and  the  persons  con- 
cerned so  few,  it  was  not  worth  while  for 
the  committee  of  public  affairs  to  trouble 
themselves  with  it  At  the  same  diet  the 
council  desire  the  two  archbishops  to  signify 
to  the  bishops  of  their  respective  dioceses, 
that  the  privy  council  being  desirous  to  re- 
claim any  persons  who  of  late  have  been 
declared  fugitives,  for  not  appearing  before 
the  council,  anent  conventicles,  and  other 
disorders  of  that  nature,  have  resolved,  that, 
upon  their  giving  satisfaction  to  the  minis- 
ter of  the  parish  where  they  are,  for  their 
orderly  behaviour  in  time  coming,  and  hb 
certificate  thereof,  they  shall  be  relaxed 
from  the  horn,  and  not  be  called  in  question 
for  what  is  past;  excepting  such  persons 
against  whom  letters  of  intercommuning 
have  been  directed,  or  whose  escheats  are 
fidlen  and  gifted,  and  the  gift  declared  on  their 
continued  and  wilful  contempt :  and  that  if 
this  offer  be  not  accepted,  the  utmost  rigour 
will  be  used ;  and  that  the  bishops  intimate 
the  same  in  their  respective  bounds. 

The  managers  and  bishops  had  a  great 
advantage  against  some,  at  least,  of  the 
suffering  party,  at  this  time.  They  could 
do  things  that  seemed  at  first  view  favours 
to  them,  in  the  eyes  of  the  most  part  who 
knew  not  how  matters  stood;  and  yet  in 
the  meanwhile  they  \]l;i«m!^Vs«&  ^^V\^«hi 


326 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  n. 


1676. 


the  sufferera  would    neyer  come 


up  to  these  seemtng  condesoead- 
ences ;  neither  could  the  view  of  things  they 
had,  permit  them  so  to  do :  and  so  every 
way  tiiey  had  their  design,  not  to  offer  any 
thing  which  would  really  take  with  these 
people,  and  yet  to  appear  to  be  offering  con- 
ditions, which  to  strangers  would  seem  not 
unreasonable.  Thus  it  was  in  the  case 
before  us.  The  same  things  that  took 
the  country  people  to  conventicles,  kept 
them  from  owning  the  incumbent,  so  far  as 
to  take  a  certificate  from  him  of  their  good 
behaviour.  And  none  of  them  were  by  this 
persecution  convinced  of  any  sin  or  evil  in 
hearing  the  gospel  dispensed  by  the  outed 
ministers,  and  could  not  engage  for  their 
good  behaviour  in  the  curates'  sense,  as  to 
the  time  to  come :  and  so  thb  specious  act 
was  nothing  in  effect,  but  a  design  to  expose 
these  poor  people  to  obloquy,  upon  their 
refusal,  and  few  or  none  of  them  I  know  of 
fell  in  with  it 

Upon  the  same  day,  for  the  council  now 
do  a  vast  deal  of  things  at  one  sederunt, 
having  matters  just  made  ready  for  their 
voting,  by  their  committee  of  public  affairs, 
they  pass  a  decreet  against  a  vast  many  in 
absence,  for  keeping  conventicles.  There 
are  about  forty  or  fifty  of  them  in  Fife;  and, 
by  another  decreet,  some  thirty  or  forty 
more  in  Chimside,  and  the  country  there- 
about, were  sentenced  for  the  same  faults. 
All  of  them  were  absent,  and  so  the  process 
short. — Little  further  offers  as  to  the  more 
general  procedure  of  the  council  this  year, 
unless  it  be,  that  upon  December  9th,  the 
town  of  Edinburgh  is  fined  in  fifty  pounds 
sterling  for  a  conventicle  kept  in  it,  and  the 
magistrates  allowed  their  relief  as  in  former 
cases.  Their  procedure  against  particular 
"persons  will  come  in  upon 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  sufferings  and  persecution  of  some 
particular  persons^  ffentlemen,  ministers, 
and  others,  this  year  1676. 

\  SHALT,  not  give  myself  or  the  reader  the 

trouble  nicely  to  class  the  sufferers  this  year, 

in  their  different  stations  and  capadliea  *, 


tome  of  all  the  sorts  mentioiied  in  the  titte 
were  brought  to  trouble,  and  I  shall  gin 
them  in  the  order  of  time,  as  £ir  as  I  hafc 
it  February  lOth,  the  council  fine  Durham 
of  Largo  in  twelve  hundred  pounds  Sooli^ 
for  reset  of  llfr  John  Welsh;  and  he  is  fined 
in  two  thousand  ^ye  hundred  merks,ftr 
being  at  two  conventicles  where  Mr  WeUi 
preached.  This  is  the  second,  if  not  tbe 
third  time  this  gentleman  hath  been  attacked, 
and  fined.  The  same  day  swinging  fines  an 
laid  upon  several  very  worthy  persons,  kt 
a  house-conventicle  in  Edinbui^^h.  Edward 
Gillespie  is  fined  in  two  hundred  pomdi 
Scots,  Robert  Richardson  in  a  hundred 
pounds  Scots,  colonel  Ker  in  five  hundred 
merks,  lady  Whitslaid  in  five  hundred 
merks,  Mrs  Stuart,  Mrs  Stirling,  and  Mn 
Hamilton,  in  a  hundred  pounds  Sooto 
apiece ;  but  (without)  prejudice  ezpred|jr 
to  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  whom  they 
allow  to  fine  them  for  their  relief,  notwitb- 
standing  the  fine  imposed  by  the  cound 
An  indifferent  person  would  think  it  hird 
they  are  punished  twice  for  one  fiudt 

About  the  middle  of  June  this  year,  tiien 
fell  an  attempt  upon  the  reverend  Hr 
James  Kirkton,  before  the  restoration  bub- 
ister  at  Merton,  and  since  the  revolutioB  a 
most  useful  minister  for  a  good  many  yean 
in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  well  known  to 
this  church.  This  affair  kindled  a  great 
flame,  and  was  the  occasion  of  some  Terr 
considerable  changes.  I  shall  give  an  ao- 
count  of  the  matter  of  fact,  from  a  namtiTe 
left  of  it  by  himself,  who  could  only  give  tbe 
account  of  some  circumstances  relative  to  it, 
and  whose  veracity  I  know  will  be  depended 
upon ;  and  then  I  shall  subjoin  what  I  meet 
with  anent  it  in  the  council -records:  sad 
my  account  of  this  is  the  larger,  because  this 
incident  hath  been  very  falsely  represented 
to  the  public  in  print* 

*  lliis  affair  was  detailed  in  a  pafiiphlcC  ad- 
dressed to  the  king,  and  entitled,  **  sume  partieii- 
lar  matters  of  fact  relating  to  the  adminiatratiso 
of  affairs  in  Scotland,  under  thedake  of  JLaudcN 
dale,  humbly  offered  to  your  m^estie'a  considef^ 
ation,  in  obedience  to  your  royal  GomnuuHU.'* 
The  author  describes  captain  Carstaira,  wboaeti 
so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the  narratire,  as  a  per* 
Kon,  **  now  well  enough  known  to  your  mMJ»- 
ty,"  and  the  reason  of  this,  the  reader  will  Ter? 
^«ouu  ^cicftWc.    Kirktoo  haa  given  a  very  fim 
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Mr  Kiricton,  about  the  time  mentioned, 
one  day  walking  in  the  street  of  Edinburgh 
about  noon,  was  accosted  very  civilly  by  a 
young  gentleman,  (we  shall  afterward  find 
him  to  be  captain  Carstairs),  and  another 
gentleman,  and  a  lackey :  he  knew  none  of 
them,  but  came  afterwards  to  know  both  to 
his  cost  Carstairs  desired  to  speak  a  word 
with  Mr  Kirkton ;  to  which  he  answered, 
be  would  wait  on  him,  suspecting  no  eviL 
When  walking  off  towards  the  side  of  the 
street,  he  asked  at  the  other,  (James  Scot 
of  Tushilaw),  who  this  young  gentleman  was, 
for  he  was  perfectly  a  stranger  to  him :  Scot 
answered  him  with  silence  and  staring ;  and 
then  Mr  Kirkton  found  he  was  trepanned, 
and  a  prisoner.  However,  he  was  glad  when 
they  carried  him  to  a  private  house,  and  not 
to  the  prison,  which  was  near  by.  The 
place  they  brought  him  unto,  was  Carstairs' 
•wn  chamber,  an  ugly  dark  hole,  in  one 
Robert  Alexander,  a  messenger,  his  house. 
As  ioon  as  Carstairs  got  him  into  his  cham- 
ber, he  sent  off  Scot  and  his  footman,  pro- 
bably to  bring  some  more  of  their  com- 
panions. MThen  they  were  gone,  Mr  Kirk- 
ton asked  what  he  meant  to  do  with  him. 
Carstairs  answered.  Sir,  you  owe  me  money. 
Mr  Kiikton  asked  him,  whom  he  took  him 
to  be,  and  told  him,  he  owed  him  nothing. 
The  other  replied.  Are  you  not  John  Ward- 
IsEW?  Mr  Kirkton  said  he  was  not,  and 
in^^enuously  told  him  who  he  wm.  Then 
C^rsturs  said.  If  you  be  Mr  Kirkton,  I  have 


distinct  account  of  thU  whole  tninMction  in 
bk  hi«torv,  i>.  SH7— 372.  Who  can  read  with- 
•et  Um  liTeliest  indignation,  the  sneering  re- 
— fin  of  Kirkton 's  e*\iUtr  on  Bail  lie  of  Jervis- 
wood.  '*  Bailiie,"  says  Fountainhall,  *<  married  a 
daof  btcr  of  lord  Warriston,  which  fimt  rendered 
Una  boatile  to  goTemment.  He  wan  hanged  for 
liminn  oo  the  2ith  December  1684 !"  And  this 
ii  all  be  says,  of  one  of  the  noblest  of  Scotland's 
patrioCis,  and  who  bled  in  the  same  glorious  field 
with  the  Koseels  and  the  Svdneys  of  £ngland ; 
for  eorrespondence  with  wnom  indeed  he  was 
coodemned,  sap  Fountainhall,  after  stating  the 
Cks  of  his  having  been  executed  within  Jiw  /lOurs 
qfier  the  tentence  was  passed  ;  **  he  died  regretted 
if  many,  and  with  much  resolution.'*  Deci- 
•fima,  vol.  L  p.  SS7.  But  of  this  great  man  we 
■ball  auy  more  afterwards. 

Let  as  hear  bi»hop  Burnet  on  this  shocking 
~  Ir.  *'  Before  the  next  council  day  a  warrant 
I  signed  by  nine  privy  counsellors,  but  ante- 
dated, for  the  committing  of  Kirkton,  and  of  six 
or  icTcii  more  of  their  preachers.     Lord  Athol 


nothing  to  say  to  you.  Then  Mr 
Kirkton  asked  him  who  he  was. 
He  returned.  He  was  Scot  of  Ericiltoun, 
whom  indeed  he  did  pretty  much  resem- 
ble; yet  Mr  Kirkton  knew  not  what  to 
make  of  him,  he  spoke  things  so  inconsis- 
tent. After  they  had  been  about  half  an  hour 
together,  Mr  Kirkton  began  to  imagine 
Carstairs  wanted  money,  and  was  just 
beginning  to  make  some  insinuations  that 
way,  when  that  excellent  gentleman,  whom 
we  shall  meet  with  aftem-ards,  Mr  Robert 
Bailie  of  Jenriswood,  a  near  relation  of 
Kirkton*s,  Andrew  Stevenson,  and  Patrick 
Johnston,  merchants  in  Edinburgh,  ha\nng 
got  some  information  of  Mr  Kirkton's 
circumstances,  and,  with  some  difficulty 
haying  fidlen  upon  the  house,  came  to  the 
door,  and  called  to  Carstairs  to  open,  ask- 
ing what  he  had  to  do  with  a  man  in  a  dark 
dungeon,  all  alone.  Mr  Kirkton  knowing 
the  voice  of  his  friends,  took  heart,  and  got 
up,  saying.  There  be  honest  gentlemen  at 
your  door,  who  vdW  testify  what  I  am,  and 
that  I  am  not  John  Wardlaw:  open  the 
door  to  them.  That.,  says  Carstairs,  I  will 
not,  drawing  his  pocket-pistol;  which  Mr 
Kirkton  perceiving,  thought  it  high  time  to 
act  for  his  own  safety,  and  grasped  Carstairs 
close  in  his  arms:  so  mastering  both  his 
hands  and  the  pistol,  they  struggled  a  while 
on  the  floor.  The  gentlemen  without  hear- 
ing the  noise,  one  crying  out  murder,  burst 
open  the  door,  and  parted  them  without  the 


told  me,  he  was  one  of  those  who  signed  it,  with 
that  false  date  to  it.  So  Baillie  was  cited  before 
the  council:  Carstairs  produced  his  warrant, 
which  he  pretended  he  bad  at  the  time  that 
Kirkton  was  in  his  hands,  but  he  did  not  think 
fit  to  show,  since  that  would  discover  the  names 
of  others,  against  whom  he  was  also  to  make  u*e 
of  it.  Baillie  brought  his  witnesj^es  to  prove  his 
behaviour.  But  they  would  not  so  much  as  tx- 
amine  them.  It  was  said,  that  upon  Carstairs 
saying  he  had  a  warrant  Kirkton  was  bound  to 
go  to  jayl ;  and  that,  if  it  had  been  found  that  he 
wascarried  thither  without  a  warrant,  the  jaylor 
would  not  have  received  him.  Duke  Hamilton, 
and  lord  Kincardin,  were  yet  of  the  council, 
.^nd  they  argued  long  against  this  way  of  pro- 
ceeding, as  more  like  a  court  of  inquisition, 
than  a  legal  government.  Yet  Baillie  was  fined 
£&00,  and  condemn'd  to  a  year's  imprisonment. 
And  upon  this  an  occasion  was  taken  to  turn  duke 
Hamilton  and  lord  Kincardin  out  of  the  council, 
as  enemies  to  the  church,  and  as  favourers  of 
conventicles. " — Ed. 
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leist  violenoe  to  Cantain,  and  as 
they  and  Mr  Kirkton  were  gcing 
out*  they  met  Soot  and  hit  companion 
returning. 

Thus  Mr  Kirkton  escaped,  but  the  others 
inclined  not  to  quit  their  game  so,  but  re- 
solved to  turn  their  private  violence  to  state 
service,  and  so  go  straight  to  Haltonn,  and 
tell  their  own  story,  who  presently  caUs  the 
council,  almost  in  time  of  dinner,  as  if  all 
Edinbui^h  had  been  in  arms  to  resist  lawful 
authority.  When  the  council  got  together, 
Haltoun  tells  the  story,  as  the  villains  had 
represented  it  to  him,  that  some  of  their 
public  officers  had  catched  a  fanatic  minister 
and  that  he  was  rescued  by  a  numerous 
tumult  of  the  people  of  Edinburgh.  The 
council  made  a  diligent  inquiry  into  the 
matter,  and  could  find  nothing  in  it  to  fix 
upon.  Mr  Kirkton  had  taken  care  to  ii^ 
form  his  friends  that  it  was  a  real  robbery 
they  designed,  and  a  little  money  would 
have  delivered  him,  if  he  and  Carstairs  had 
got  leave  to  finish  their  communing.  Jervis- 
wood  was  brought  before  them,  and  gave 
them  a  very  candid  account,  as  above ;  and 
when  the  council  had  gone  their  utmost, 
they  could  find  no  more  in  it ;  and  many  of 
them  were  of  opinion  it  were  best  to  drop 
it  This  bishop  Sharp  violently  opposed, 
and  alleged,  if  Carstairs  were  not  supported 
and  encouraged,  and  Jerviswood  made  an 
example,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  any 
would  ever  prosecute  fanatics,  and  insisted 
with  such  vehemence,  that  he  got  over  the 
most  part  of  the  counsellors  to  a  prosecu- 
tion, and  the  advocate  is  ordered  to  form  a 
libel  against  Jerviswood. 

Next  council-day,  June  22nd,  '^  The  lords 
having  considered  the  libel  given  in  by  his 
majesty's  advocate  against  Mr  Kobert  Bailie 
of  Jerviswood,  for  his  rescuing  of  Mr  James 
Kirkton,  and  deforcing  captain  Carstairs, 
who  had  orders  to  apprehend  Mr  Kirkton, 
find  the  libel  relevant,  and  proven,  by  the 
warrant  produced  by  the  captain,  and  that 
Jerviswood  is  guilty  of  an  insolent  riot  and 
deforcement,  and  fine  him  in  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  and  appoint  him  to  lie  in 
prison  till  he  pay  it."  That  day,  I  am  told, 
the  council  were  in  a  terrible  rage,  so  that 
when  severals  of  the  inhabitants  of  Edin- 


burgh had  got  in  to  Me  what  the  eoandl 
would  do  in  80  odious  a  ciM^  the  qoestioo 
WM  stated.  Whether  all  the  people  in  tht 
lobby  should  be  imprisoned  ornot?  Thej 
eso^ed  confinement  bat  by  one  vote.  The 
council  remit  to  the  oonmittee  ef  puMio 
affairs,  the  examination  of  Andrew  Steven 
son  and  Ptitrick  Johnston,  who  are  dehted, 
as  being  art  and  part  with  Jerviswood  in 
the  deforcement:  and  in  July  they  sr 
fined,  Mr  Stevenson  in  a  thonnnd  poudi 
Scots,  and  Mr  Johnston  in  a  tVrtf^ 
merics;  and  they  were  to  continue  in  prisoa 
tiQ  payment 

This  proeectttion  was  mightily  cried  eat 
upon.  The  reason  given  by  the  mansgcn 
for  this  severity  was,  that  Jerviswood  snd 
the  others  were  guilty  of  resistance  to  Isv- 
ful  authority,  because  captain  Gantainmi 
a  commissioned  officer,  and  had  prodooedVii 
commission  for  apprehending  noted  minii- 
ters,  and  suspect  persons,  at  the  coaadU 
board:  but  this  reason  conld  not  mSadj 
impartial  observers,  who  knew  how  UHttm 
stood.  It  was  indeed  true,  that  Canlain, 
sometime  before  this,  had  a  wairant  to  tkii 
purpose,  granted  him  by  the  archbishop  of 
St  Andrews ;  but  it  was  well  known,  tlstf,  I 
do  not  know  from  what  cause,  he  burnt  thii 
warrant  a  month  before  this,  in  the  eari  of 
Kincardin's  house,  before  severals,  and  pro- 
duced no  warrant  to  Jerviswood  and  tke 
rest,  when  they  rescued  Mr  Kirkton,  neither 
once  so  much  as  pretended  any  such  thing. 
And  his  production  of  a  warrant  before  the 
council  was  afterwards  found  to  be  a  tridE 
and  contrivance  of  the  primate,  which  will 
be  the  more  easily  credited,  when  the  read« 
comes  to  the  case  of  Mr  James  MitdieU, 
and  to  observe  his  carriage  in  that  matter. 
The  thing  stood  thus:  after  the  alleged 
riot  was  conunitted,  and  the  first  meetingof 
the  council  over,  the  archbishop  found  it 
convenient  Carstairs  should  have  a  warnoit 
to  produce,  and  accordingly  one  was  pro- 
vided, and  the  date  was  taken  care  of,  soss 
to  answer  the  time  of  the  fact* s  being  com- 
mitted. It  was  this  Carstairs  produced  ia 
face  of  council,  so  that  really  they  went  upoa 
a  base  forgery.  Further,  it  was  reckoned  s 
very  odd  step  by  onlookers,  that  a  libel 
should  be  found  sufficiently  proven  by  the 
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nisgle  tostimony  of  an  infiunoiis  accuser,  here 
HkewiM  a  party,  against  the  declaration  of 
tlnnee  unquestionably  creditable  witnesses, 
■nd  the  examination  of  all  the  witnesses 
who  were  called  in  this  process:  but 
Sharp  and  Haltoun  must  have  their  will, 
and  so  the  sentence  passed,  though  reasons 
■trong  and  many  were  offered  against  this 
Dlegal  procedure,  by  several  members.  Not- 
withstanding of  aU  these,  the  sentence  as 
above  was  carried,  and  this  worthy  and  pious 
gmtleman,  Jerviswood,  continued  about  four 
■Mmths  in  close  prison.  I  find  him,  August 
8d,  by  order  of  council,  sent  from  Edinburgh 
to  Stirling  Castle,  under  a  guard.  He  paid 
three  thousand  merks  of  his  fine  to  Carstairs, 
M  a  reward  of  his  zeal  against  presby  terians, 
and  because  he  was  an  active  agent  to  the 
ardibishop  in  his  persecution.  It  was  with 
BO  small  difficulty  this  gentleman  was  at 
langth  liberate,  and  passed  as  to  the  rest  of 
kis  fine,  and  not  till  the  court,  upon  better 
information,  had  discovered  some  dislike  at 
this  unrighteous  procedure.  Some  years 
afterward  Jerviswood  will  come  in  again  in 
this  history,  when  he  met  yet  with  harsher 
treatment.  Within  two  months,  Mr  Ste- 
tanson  and  Mr  Johnson  got  out  of  prison, 
kat  not  till  Haltoun  was  presented  with  a 
fieoe  of  good  wine,  and  a  parcel  of  curious 
laoa,  and  then  justice  was  permitted  to  be 
ione  them. 

in  the  meantime  Mr  Kirkton  thought 
proper  to  try  what  he  could  do  at  court, 
and  since  the  duchess  of  Lauderdale  had  not 
long-ago  professed  very  great  kindness  to  him, 
1m  presumed  to  write  to  her  grace,  and  sent 
Wf  a  true  information  of  the  afiair,  complain- 
ing heavily  of  the  wrong  done  him  and  his 
firiends.  The  information  was  indeed  shown 
to  the  duke,  who  seemed  mightily  surprised 
at  it,  and  owned  he  never  met  with  two  in- 
Cwmations  more  different  than  his  brother's 
and  Mr  Kirkton*s.  Within  a  litUe,  by 
whom  I  shall  not  say,  Mr  £Lirkton*s  letter 
mad  information  were  sent  down  to  the 
oouncil,  to  see  what  they  could  make  of 
tiiem  for  a  new  accusation.  When  Haltoun 
saw  them,  he  foamed  and  raged,  but  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  reach  Mr  Kirkton  at 
tins  time;  only  Mr  Kirkton,  as  we  have 
iMard,  is  put  in  the  front  of  the  letters  of 


intercommuning    in    August    this 
year.*     This  spark  raised  a  great  * 

flame,  and  was  followed  with  very  consid^ 
erable  ccmsequenoes.  After  the  coun- 
cil had  come  to  an  issue,  Haltoun  des- 
patched an  account  of  this  affiiir  to  his 
brother  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  and 
misrepresented  all  who  had  spoken  any  way 
fiivourably  of  Jerviswood,  as  if  they  had 
agreed  to  subvert  lawful  authority,  and  were 
in  a  combination  against  the  king,  and  for 
the  fanatics.  A  new  nomination  of  council 
came  down  from  court,  as  we  have  heard, 
and  all  who  would  not  bow  to  Haltoun  and 
the  primate  were  left  out,  such  as  duke 
Hamilton,  who  had  spoken  much  and  freely 
against  the  act  of  fining  Jervisn'ood  and  the 
others,  the  lord  privy  seal,  the  earl  of 
Kincardine,  formerly  Lauderdale's  great 
friend,  the  earl  of  Dundonald,  and  some 
others.  The  earl  of  Kincardine  and  some 
more  went  up  to  court,  to  show  the  king 
the  truth  of  diis  matter,  and  it  is  said,  used 
much  plainness  with  his  majesty,  and 
lamented  that  Scotland  was  abused  by  my 
lord  Haltoun's  tyranny,  under  his  brother's 
authority,  who  was  always  and  in  all  cases 
supported  by  the  king.    But  all  was  to  no 


•  Mr  Kirkton,  author  of  the  valiuble  Hi«- 
tory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  lately  publish- 
ed from  the  original  MS.  by  Mr  Sharpe,  and 
of  which  Mr  Wodrow  haa  made  such  frequent 
use  in  the  compilation  of  his  great  work,  was 
married  to  Grisel  Baillie.  sister  of  Baillie  of 
Jerviswood,  who  suffered  in  16H4,  and  daughter 
of  that  Mr  Baillie  of  Jerviswood  who  married 
one  of  the  dauahters  of  John  Knox,  by  his 
second  wife,  Margaret  Stewart,  daughter  of 
lord  Ochiltree.  By  her  the  reformer  had 
three  daughters,  who  were  all  very  young  at  his 
death  in  1758.  One  of  them  was  afterward 
married  to  Mr  John  Welsh,  and  the  other  to 
Mr  Robert  Pont  of  the  West  Church,  and  one 
of  the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice ;  and  tlie 
third  to  Mr  Baillie.  ^l^  Kirkton  left  two 
sons — one  of  them  a  captain  in  the  navy,  whose 
portrait  is  to  be  seen  among  the  family  pictures 
at  Mellerstein— the  other,  Dr  George  Kirkton, 
a  medical  gentleman  of  great  respectability  in 
Edinburgh  about  a  century  ago,  whose  daughter 
Grisel,  was,  in  1720,  married  to  Dr  Hugh 
Baillie  of  Monkton,  a  cadet  of  the  Lamington 
and  Jerviswood  families.— Robertson's  Ayr- 
shire Families,  p.  28.  I  suspect  that  Mr  Ro- 
bertson is  wrong  in  making  Bidllie  of  Jervis- 
wood, who  suffered  in  16B4,  the  grantUon  of  the 
reformer.  He  must  have  been  his  ereat-gnDd- 
son.  See,  however,  M'Crie's  Life  of  Knox,  vol. 
I!,  pp.  440,  460.— £tf. 
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purpote,  only  Lauderdale  and  the 
^^'^^'  earl,  of  the  doeest  friends  turned 
the  most  bitter  enemiea. 

But  to  go  forward  to  swne  other  hard- 
ships preebTterians  were  under  this  year,  I 
find  from  the  registers,  that  the  laird  of 
Kersland  is  ordered  by  the  council  to  be 
sent  along  with  Jenriswood  prisoner  to  Stir- 
ling Castle.  After  I  had  writ  over  what 
concerns  the  year  1669,  when  he  was  taken, 
a  very  distinct,  though  short  account  of  the 
sufferings  of  this  religious  and  knowing  gen- 
tleman, the  representative  of  a  very  ancient 
fiunily,  came  to  my  hand,  from  a  person  of 
undoubted  credit,  who  had  opportunities  of 
a  fall  knowledge  of  them ;  and  though  it  be  a 
little  late,itcomesin  well  enough  here.  From 
the  registers  I  have  already  hinted  at  some 
<^  his  removes  from  one  prison  to  another, 
and  his  last  remove  and  liberation  will  fol- 
low. In  this  place  I  shall  give  the  detail  of 
his  sufferings  all  together.  We  have  heard 
of  his  unjust  forfeiture  after  the  defeat  at 
Pentland,  and  the  pretext  that  was  made 
use  of  for  this  arbitrary  step.  When  mat- 
ters were  going  this  way,  Robert  Ker  of 
Kersland  found  it  safest  to  retire  from  the 
storm,  as  many  others  did.  The  place  he 
chose  to  live  in  was  Utrecht,  where  he  had 
the  advantage  of  excellent  conversation  and 
hearing  the  gospel ;  there  he  continued  near 
three  years.  His  friends  found  it  necessary 
he  should  come  home  as  privately  as  might 
be,  and  settle  his  civil  affairs,  if  possible. 
His  lady  came  over  about  September  or 
October  1669,  and  in  a  little  time  he  follow- 
ed her ;  but,  to  his  great  affliction,  when  he 
came  to  Edinburgh,  found  her  in  a  fever. 
She  lodged  in  a  house  the  mistress  whereof 
was  a  &vourer  of  sufferers,  and  the  persons 
intercommuued  after  Pentland,  when  they 
came  to  town,  used  sometimes  to  haunt 
there.  Robert  Cannon  of  Mardrogat,  whose 
villany  has  been  already  remarked,  had  not 
yet  thrown  off  the  mask,  but  was  making 
his  peace,  and  seeking  occasions  to  gratify 
the  managers ;  at  least  his  treachery  was  not 
yet  known  to  his  old  companions  at  Pent- 
land, and  thus  he  sometimes  was  with  some 
of  them  at  that  house.  Kersland  .lodged 
not  there,  but  in  a  more  private  place,  and 
used  to  come  in  the  evenings  and  wait  on 


his  side  lady.  Cannon  had  ooeaaion  to  ob- 
serve this»  and  took  can  to  get  infonnatioa 
given  the  chancellor;  and  an  order  was  pro- 
cured from  Landerdale,  then  in  town,  to 
apprehend  Bfr  John  Welsh,  who  was  pre- 
tended to  be  keq^ing  a  conventicle  in  the 
lady  Kersland's  chamber,  though  there  wis 
BO  such  thing,  but  the  design  was  upon  her 
hnsband.  A  lady  of  quality  then  with  the 
commissioner,  assured  him  the  informatioa 
was  groundless,  for  she  knew  the  lady 
Kersland  was  very  iU.  However,  the  war- 
rant was  granted,  with  express  orders  frosi 
his  grace,  that  no  disturbance  ahoold  W 
given  to  the  sick  lady,  if  there  waa  no  con- 
venticle in  the  house.  Acccvdingly  tbs 
party  came  to  her  lodgings,  and  finding  no 
conventicle,  the  commanding  officer  wasjmt 
retiring,  after  he  had  asked  the  lady  Ken- 
land  pardon  fortrouUing  her  in  her  present 
circumstances.  Butoneof  thepartf  haviig 
particular  infonnation  from  Mardrogat,  thst 
when  any  company  came  into  the  rooiB, 
KersUnd,  when  there  in  the  evenings,  used 
to  retire  behind  the  bed,  and  that  probabfy 
he  would  find  him  there ;  this  person  having 
a  torch  in  his  hand,  provided,  no  doubt,  by 
concert,  said,'he  behoved  to  search  the  room, 
and  stepped  straight  to  the  place  vHiere  the 
gentleman  stood  concealed,  and  brought  him 
out,  charging  him  to  render  his  arms, 
land  told  he  had  no  arms,  but  the 
which  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  there  wai 
enough  there  to  condemn  their  methodi. 
I  am  told  this  man's  name  was  Murray,  and 
in  a  few  days  he  fell  into  distraction,  and  ia 
his  lucid  intervals  used  to  roar  under  the 
agony  he  was  in  for  being  the  instrument 
in  this  matter. 

Kersland  was  carried  away  prisoner,  ia 
the  sight  of  his  lady,  who  was  at  this  time 
very  low ;  yet  at  parting  with  him,  beii^  a 
woman  of  a  great  and  excellent  spirit,  she 
discovered  much  calnmess  and  eomposnre^ 
comforted  him,  and  besought  him  to  de 
nothing  that  might  wound  his  conscience 
out  of  regard  to  her  and  her  children,  re- 
peating that  place  of  scripture,  **  No  man 
having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  look- 
ing back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God.*' 
He  was  straight  carried  to  the  guard,  and 
thence  to  the  Abbey,  where  a  ooondl,  or 
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committee  of  it,  was  called  that  Teiy  night 
for  his  examination.  When  be  came  before 
them,  and  was  questioned  upon  the  lawful- 
ness of  the  appearance  at  Peutland,  he  Tery 
plainljT  owned  it  as  lawful,  and  what  he 
thought  duty.  Upon  this  he  was  immedi- 
atelj  imprisoned.  When  he  was  going  away, 
the  chancellor  asked  him  what  it  was  his 
lady  said  to  him  at  partings,  baring  got 
information  from  some  of  the  party.  He  had 
really  forgot  the  express  words,  being  in  a 
hairy,  and  answered,  he  did  not  exactly 
remember.  The  other  told  him  he  would  re- 
fresh his  memory,  and  suid,  she  had  exhorted 
him  to  deaye  to  the  good  old  cause,  and 
upbraided  him  and  her,  saying,  **  they  were 
a  sweet  pack.'*  He  continued  in  Edinburgh 
prison  about  three  months,  and  was  thence 
seat  to  Dumbarton  Ca8tl«*,  where  he  remain- 
ed near  a  year  and  a  half;  then  he  was  or- 
dered to  Aberdeen,  where  he  was  kept  close 
prisoner  in  a  cold  room  for  three  months  in 
the  winter  season,  and  not  allowed  a  fire. 
From  Aberdeen  he  was  brought  south  to 
Stirling  castle,  where  he  continued  several 
years.  Thence  he  was  taken  to  the  castle 
of  Dumbarton  a  second  time,  and  Uy  there 
tin  October  1677,  at  which  time  the  council 
confined  him  to  Irrine,  within  five  miles  of 
his  own  house  at  Kersland.  He  had  some 
time  allowed  him  to  transport  himself  and 
bis  fiunily,  then  at  Glasgow,  to  Irvine.  And 
about  the  end  of  October  he  came  to  his 
fiunily  at  Glasgow,  where  he  had  visits  from 
a  good  many  of  his  friends  and  acquain- 
tances. That  same  night,  as  he  was  con- 
voying the  lady  Caldwell  and  her  daughter, 
who  had  been  to  see  him,  to  their  lodgings, 
when  returning  home  with  Robert  Hamil- 
ton of  Airdrie,  they  were  both  apprehended 
by  some  of  the  king's  lifeguard  then  at 
Glasgow,  and  taken  off  the  street  to  the 
guard-house,  and  kept  till  next  day.  Ma- 
jor Cockbum,  then  the  commanding  officer, 
was  willing  to  dismiss  Kersland,  but  detain- 
ed him  till  the  archbishop's  pleasure  was 
known,  who,  as  a  counsellor,  ordered  Kers- 
land immediately  to  be  made  close  prisoner 
in  the  tolbooth. 

The  bishop  took  horse  immediately  for 
Edinburgh,  and  the  lady  Kerdand  followed 


as  soon  as  ponibk^  to  prevent  the  . 
misinformations  he  might  give. 
Meanwhile  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in 
Glasgow,  and  the  tolbooth  being  iu  great 
hazard  of  being  consumed  with  the  flames, 
all  the  prisoners  were  taken  out  by  the 
people  of  the  town;  and  among  them 
Kersknd  got  his  liberty,  after  he  had 
been  eight  years  prisoner.  He  was  inclined 
to  have  offered  himself  again  prisoner  to 
the  magistrates,  after  the  hurry  of  the 
fire  was  over;  but  upon  mature  delibera- 
tion with  his  friends,  and  having  received 
some  information  from  his  lady,  of  the  arch- 
bishop's designs  against  him  at  Edinburgh, 
he  resolved  to  retire,  and  absconded  all  that 
winter,  and  during  the  spring  and  summer 
following,  where  he  kept  company  with  the 
ministers  that  were  persecuted,  heard  the 
gospel  preached  by  them  in  the  fields,  and 
was  present  at  the  communions,  particularly 
that  at  May  bole,  of  which  we  shall  afterwards 
hear,  until  about  August  1678,  he  returned 
to  Utrecht  his  old  retiring  place,  where  he 
continued  till  the  day  of  his  death,  Novem- 
ber 14th,  1680.  Robert  Hamilton,  who 
commanded  at  Bothwell,  was  then  in 
Holland,  and  with  him  a  little  before  he 
died.  He  saw  good  to  commend  him  very 
much  to  his  face,  and  pretended  to  assure 
him  he  would  be  spared,  and  be  another 
Caleb.  Kersland  was  very  much  offended, 
and  told  Mr  Hamilton  he  looked  on  what 
he  said  as  flattery,  adding,  ^  What  is  a  man 
before  the  Lord,  yea,  what  is  a  nation  ?  as 
the  drop  of  a  bucket,  as  the  smallest  dust 
in  the  balance,  and  before  him  as  nothing, 
yea,  less  than  nothing  and  vanity ;  but  this 
much  I  can  humbly  say,  that  through  free 
grace  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  the  post 
that  God  hath  set  me  at  those  fourteen  years, 
and  have  not  desired  to  lift  one  foot,  till  the 
Lord  showed  me  where  to  set  down  the 
next"  Those  were  among  his  last  words, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  finished  his  course 
with  joy,  and  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  leaving  a 
widow,  and  &ve  children  with  her,  in  a 
strange  land.* 


*  It  mav  not  be  geiiendly  known,  that  pre- 
cisely one  hundred  years  before  this,  a  disiin- 
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The  same  day,  August  3d,  BIr 

*  Alexander  Forrester,  who  had  been 

apprehended  for  keeping  a  oonyentide,  was 


KaUhed  aaoestor  of  Kenlaod  wms  thai  familiarly 
addrcMed  by  letter  from  James  VI.  "  Capten 
Crawford,— I  have  beard  sic  report  of  yoor 
guid  service  done  to  me  from  the  bcf  inning  of 
the  wan  against  my  onfriends,  as  I  shall  som 
day  rememlMr  the  nme,  God  willing,  to  your 
great  contentment.  In  the  meanquhvle  be  of 
guid  comfort,  and  reserve  you  to  that  time  with 
patience,  being  assured  of  my  favour.  Farewell, 
your  guid  friend,— James  Uex.  15th  Septem- 
ber, 1676."  (Crawford's  itenfrew,  p.  70.)— 
lliis  Crawfcnxl  was  the  person  so  celebrated  in 
the  history  of  Scotland,  for  his  capture  of  Dun- 
barton  Castle  in  1571.  He  married  Janet  Ker, 
the  heiress  of  Kersland.  Robert  Ker  whose 
case  is  so  folly  noticed  in  the  text,  was  his  great 
mat  grandson.  In  addition  to  what  is  stated 
in  the  history,  we  may  notice  that  there  is  pre- 
served the  draught  of  a  petition  to  the  privy 
council,  in  which  the  petitioner,  after  mention- 
ing that  he  had  been  confined  for  five  years  in 
different  prisons,  says,  "In  the  very  coldest  of 
this  season,  and  in  such  a  time  when  some  of 
them  were  wrestling  under  heavy  and  sad  sick- 
ness, others  enduring  pains  of  the  stone-gravel, 
so  excessive  as  cannot  be  expressed,  virere  my 
thus  pained  children  extruded  out  of  the  castle 
with  all  the  rest,  except  one  daughter,  who 
with  mysdf  and  tender  wife,  and  one  servant, 
were  thrust  np  to  another  room,  that  is  known 
to  be  intolerable  for  smoke  and  cold."  llie 
petition  concludes  with  a  request  for  *<  a  change 
of  imprisonment  to  Edinburgh  Castle,**  with  the 
view  of  having  an  operation  performed  on  the 
child  afflicted  with  the  stone.  The  name  of  the 
petitioner  has  been  carefully  delated,  but  on  a 
narrow  inspection  appears  to  be  *<  Robert  Ker 
of  Kersland.'*  prisoner  in  '*  the  Castle  of  Stir- 
ling.*' The  date,  which  has  been  altered,  was 
originally  1675.  In  a  note  on  the  back  of  the 
petition,  in  a  different  handwriting,  and  appar- 
ently Kersland's,  the  petitioner  signifies  that 
after  the  draught  was  made,  be  hesitated  as  to 
its  being  his  duty  to  present  it,  **  being  diffident 
of  treating  or  tampering  with  these  so  dreadfullv 
given  up  men."  (MbS.  in  Adv.  Lib.  Jac.  v. 
2,  26,  Art.  SO. )  A  letter  which  appears  to  be 
written  by  the  same  person  to  Macwaid,  is 
dated  "from  my  close  prison  at  Stirling  Castie, 
the  Slst  December,  1673."  llic  writer  says, 
*(  though  I  know  not  if  Forbes  (colonel  Wallace) 
be  there,  yet  about  a  week  ago  I  wrote  to  him, 
which  was  my  second.  I  wrote  also  to  the 
ffood  0I4  provost."  'l*his  was  probably  John 
Stewart  of  Ayr,  so  distinguished  for  his  piety. 
Ker's  widow  was  Barbara  Montgomery.  She 
appears  to  have  been  on  the  continent  in  1G79, 
as  she  is  mentioned  particularly  in  a  letter  of 
Mr  Macward  to  Mr  Brown,  and  published 
by  Dr  M'Crie  in  his  Lives  of  Veitch  and 
Bryson,  &c.  p.  602.  The  estate  which  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  more 
than  500  years,  (Crawford,  p.  71.)  was  given 
to  general  Drummond,  in  consequence  of 
Kersland's  attainder,  but  was  recovered  in 
1600,  in  consequence  of  the  revolution.      In 


by  the  oonncil  ordered  to  the  Bass ;  and  Ifr 
William  Erskine  and  the  laird  of  Bedkoe^ 
jHriaoners  in  Stilling  Castle,  are  ordered  to  be 


the  letter  prafizad  to  Kenlaiid'a  Menioin^ 
the  family  Is  said  to  have  been  aa  wdi  andeat 
M  hooourable,  and  chief  of  the  mat  and 
nnmeroas  dao  of  the  Kara,  p.  111.  ror  moit 
of  the  above  particulars,  the  reader  is  indebted 
to  a  note  in  Dr  M*Crie'a  Lives  of  Veitch, 
&C.  pp.  481,  4C2. 

In  addition  to  what  is  stated  above,  the  fU- 
lowing  particulars  as  to  the  ancient  fismily  of 
Kersland,  have  been  compiled  firom  the  acoouat 
of  the  family  in  the  second  volume  of  Robert, 
son's  Ayrshire  Families.  Robert  Ker  ths 
Intrepid  covenanter,  died  in  Holland  in  1680.— 
At  the  revolution  In  I6B8,  the  forfeiture  «tf  hit 
estate  waa  rescinded,  and  the  lands  restored  to 
Robnt  bis  son,  who  died  without  issue,  and 
was  succeeded  by  bis  brother  Daniel.  He  wai 
true  to  the  canse  of  the  presbyterians,  and  wiiCQ 
<*  the  honest  people  in  the  western  shires*"  prs- 
posed  to  join  in  the  carl  of  Ango^  rr^oMnt, 
afterwards  called  the  Cameronians,  It  wis 
stipulated  that  the  laird  of  Kersland  ahoold  bt 
major.  (Faithful  Contendinga,  p.  S95.)  Ht 
was  killed  at  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Steinkiik 
in  HoUand,  in  I6(tt,  at  which  King  WilliaB 
commanded  in  person,  and  accord iog  to  the 
testimony  of  John  Ker  In  his  Memoirs,  ''left 
behind  bim  the  reputation  of  a  great  soldier,  a 
tine  gentleman,  and  to  crown  all,  a  good  Chris- 
tian. He  was  not  married,  and  the  estate 
devolved  on  his  sister  Jean,  who  married  mi|)ir 
William  Borthwick  of  Johnstonbum,  ssd 
who  in  1697,  sold  the  estate  to  John  Craw- 
furd  of  Fergushill,  husband  of  her  younger 
sister  Anna,  who  upon  this  assumed  the  uamfl^ 
and  title  of  John  Ker  of  Kersland,  and  author 
of  the  **  Memoirs."  He  was  a  man  of  intrlgoe 
and  fnrtioii.  During  his  life  the  greatest  part 
of  the  estate  was  feued  out,  and  the  family  kst 
much  of  its  importance.  In  his  absence  abroad, 
his  wife  was  reduced  to  poverty,  and  obliged  to 
sell  her  jewels  and  part  of  the  furniture  fur  sop- 
port.  He  died  in  17S0,  and  at  his  death  the 
estate  was  sold  to  liquidate  his  debt.  He  left 
three  daughters,  Elizabeth.— married  to  Joha 
Campbell  of  Ellengreig  in  Ai^yleshire-  and 
Ann  and  Jean,  who  were  never  married.  Since 
that  period  the  lands  of  Kersland  have  belonged 
to  ditfui*ent  proprietors.  In  1801,  the  super- 
iority of  the  feus  in  the  barony  of  Kersland  was 
bought  by  John  Smith,  £»q.  of  Swinridj^emuir, 
the  present  proprietor.  The  house  of  Kersland 
is  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a  bank  on  the  left 
side  of  the  Garnock  water,  about  one  nJle  and  a 
half  north-east  from  Dairy. — llie  Rev.  lliomas 
Liniiing  of  Lesmahagoe,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
clergymen  of  his  day,  and  an  able  defender  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  nf  the  church,  waa  married 
to  a  daughter  of  Robert  Ker  the  covenants. 
He  died  in  173»,  and  his  wife  in  1739.  lliey 
are  now  (1828)  represented  bv  their  grandson, 
Michael  Linning,  Esq.  W.S.  Edinburgh.-— The 
account  of  **Kersland"  in  "Robertson^s  Ayrshire 
Families,*'  vol.  ii.  was  contributed  by  a  very  ac- 
curate inquirer  into  the  history  and  antiquities 
of  his  country,  James  Dobie,  Esq.  Beith.— >£(^ 
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tno^NMrtedto  Dambtrtoii,  probabljrto  make 
nMm  for  Jerriswood  and  Kenland.  Bed- 
]aiie»  aa  &r  as  I  can  gneaa,  hath  oontinned 
under  confinement  those  ten  years;  the 
other  was  a  wmtihj  presbjrterian  minister, 
of  whom  I  majr  gire  some  account  elsewhere. 
— Mr  Robert  Steedman,  minister  at  Carri- 
den  near  Linlithgow,  Mr  Oeoige  Haliburton, 
and  Mr  James  Duncan,  at  the  same  time 
are  ordered  to  be  denounced  for  keeping  of 
oonTcnticles.  Mr  Haliburton  was  minister 
at  Aberdalgie,  and  Mr  James  Duncan  was 
in  Balhousie's  fiunily,  where  we  heard  of 
him  before.  Further,  at  the  same  diet, 
Alexander  Gordon  of  Knockbreck,  Henry 

M'Cnlloch  of  Bamhohn, Hay  of 

Arrowknd,  the  old  lady  Monteith,  Robert 
MK}leUan  of  Barmagachan,  Patrick  Vance 
of  Dmmblair,  all  of  them  in  Galloway,  are 
by  the  council  ordered  to  be  denounced  for 
alleged  harbour,  reset,  and  supply  of  inter- 
communed  persons,  and  having  correspond- 
ence with  some  who  had  been  denounced. 
The  probation  was  easy,  since  upon  non- 
compearance  they  were  held  as  confest 
niomas  Blackwell  and  some  other  persons 
in  Glaagow,  were  likewise  at  this  same  time 
denoonced;  and  Douglas  of  Cavers  was 
dted  to  have  compeared  to  underlie  the  law, 
lor  keeping  Mr  James  Osbum,  as  his  chap- 
famHy  without  the  bishop's  license,  and  upon 
noneompearance,  both  the  lairds  of  Cavers, 
and  Mr  Osbum,  are  denounced  and  put  to 
the  hora.    This  hath  been  a  busy  sederunt 

Upon  the  6th  of  September,  I  find  Robert 
Andrew  in  Culross  fined  in  fifty  pounds 
steriiag  for  keeping  conventicles,  which  was 
as  much  as  the  whole  town  would  have  been 
fined  in.  These  particular  instances  are 
endless,  and  it  is  only  some  few  of  them  I 
give  firom  the  registers. 

I  oome  forward  here  to  give  a  larger 
aceoont  of  the  sufferings  of  the  reverend 
Mr  John  M'Gilligen  this  year.  I  find, 
October  1 1th,  the  council  is  informed,  that 
he  isi^prehended  in  Murray,  and  they  order 
him  to  be  brought  south  to  Edinburgh  tol- 
booth.  It  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader,  to  have  some  account  of  this  worthy 
man  and  his  sufferings,  which  I  shall  do 
firom  8<mie  remaining  papers  of  his  own, 
topiet  whereof  are  now  in  mine  eye. 


Mr  John  M*Gil]igen  of  Ahiess, 
before  the  restoration  was  minister 
at  Foddertie  in  the  s3mod  of  Ross,  and 
by  the  1st  and  Sd  acts  of  session  2d 
^u^  1st,  Char.  IL  was  forced  to  leave 
his  charge  there.  The  patron  indeed 
made  him  an  offer  of  a  presentation ;  but 
as  he  himself  hath  left  it  under  his  hand, 
^  He  reckoned  the  acceptance  of  that,  a 
destroying  the  foundation  which  God  had 
laid  in  his  church,  to  the  maintenance  ot 
which  he  was  bound  by  solemn  oath."  And 
although  he  had  quit  his  chaige,  this  did 
not  satisfy  the  spite  of  the  prelates  against 
him.  Bishop  Patenon  of  Ross  cited  him 
to  compear  before  his  diocesan  meeting, 
1663,  and  upon  his  noncompearing  passed  a 
sentence  of  deposition  against  him,  upon 
these  reasons ;  **  His  absenting  himself  firom 
the  diocesan  meeting,  his  not  answering  the 
citation  to  appear  before  him  when  called, 
and  his  preaching,  praying,  and  reasoning 
against  prelatical  government :"  and  caused 
intimate  this  sentence  in  the  kirk  of  Fod- 
dertie, the  last  day  of  May,  1663. 

From  Foddertie  he  came  and  dwelt  at  his 
own  house  in  Alness,  where  now  and  then 
he  preached,  and  up  and  down  that  country, 
when  there  was  any  access,  and  had  many 
seals  of  his  ministry;  and  the  sensible 
measures  of  his  Master^s  presence  he 
enjoyed,  made  all  his  outward  hardships 
and  harassings  for  many  years  very  easy  to 
him.  He  was  many  times  wonderfully  hid 
firom  the  secular  arm ;  and  the  bishop 
threatened  to  excommunicate  him :  when  a 
firiend  of  his  acquainted  him  with  this,  he 
answered  with  his  ordinary  composure, 
that  he  had  already  heard  that  Balaam 
had  designed  to  curse  him,  but  did  not 
question  it  would  end  like  Shimei  his 
cursing  David.  The  prelate  and  his  undei^ 
lings  finding  their  highest  sentence  would 
be  disregarded,  and  that  their  persons  were 
already  despised  in  the  country,  quit  this 
project 

Last  year  we  heard  of  the  pleasant  com- 
munion he  kept  at  Obsdale,  after  he  was 
intercommuned  at  Edinburgh.  Upon  the 
back  of  it  he  was  obliged  to  abscond  for 
some  time,  to  escape  the  prelates'  rage. 
This  year  167G,  his  dear  brotW  Ms  ^\)^ 
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AndenoD,  calkd  hiin  to  baptize 
A  child  of  hit,  and  ho  ttayed  at 
hit  home  all  night  thereafter.  That  night 
he  was  trysted  with  an  odd  enough  paa- 
sage,  which  he  could  not  but  remark:  whoi 
he  fell  aaleep  he  dreamed  that  there  were 
three  men  come  to  the  house  to  wppre' 
bend  him ;  he  waa  no  obteryer  of  dreama, 
and  therefore  when  he  awakened  he 
endeayoured  to  be  fineed  of  the  thoughts 
of  what  he  had  been  dreaming,  and  oom- 
poaed  himself  to  sleep;  and  upon  his  ifidling 
asleep  he  dreamed  it  a  second  time,  and 
awoke;  and  again,after  he  essayed  to  banish 
the  thoughts  of  it,  and  fiJHng  asleep  again, 
he  dreamed  it  athird  time.  This  awakened 
him  with  some  conoem,  and  he  began  to 
apprehend  there  might  be  more  than  ordinary 
in  it,  and  fell  rmder  the  in^uressions  that 
bonds  and  im^isooment  were  abiding  him, 
and  arose  to  compose  himself  by  committing 
his  case  to  the  Lord.  He  had  scarce  got 
up,  and  was  but  putting  on  his  dothes,  when 
early  in  the  morning  George  Mackenaie^ 
Hugh  Bogie,  and  another,  servants  to  the 
earl  of  Seaforth,  were  come  to  Mr  Ander- 
son's house  to  seiie  him.  This  surprised 
him  very  much,  as  what  he  did  not  at  all 
expect  from  the  earl,  and  besides  was  illegal, 
for  the  earl  had  no  power  in  the  shire  of 
Cromarty,  where  Mr  M'Gilligen  now  wafi> 
being  only  sheriff  of  the  shire  of  Ross:  but 
afterwards  he  found  that  he  was  instigate  by 
bishop  Paterson,  afterwards  archbishop  of 
Glasgow;  and  this  fact  did  very  much 
trouble  the  earPs  mind  some  time  after,  as 
he  signified  to  severals.  The  party  who 
apprehended  Mr  M^Gilligen  carried  him  to 
Fortroee,  where  he  was  for  some  time  in 
prison.  He  hath  left  in  his  diary  the  copy 
of  a  speech  he  had  to  the  provost  of  For- 
trose,  to  whom  the  orders  were  sent  to 
receive  him  into  custody,  which  deserves  a 
room  here. 

**  My  lord,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  special  piece 
of  the  providence  of  Him  whose  eyes  look 
to  and  fro  through  the  earth,  proving  him- 
self mighty  in  behalf  of  them  who  fear  him, 
that  he  hath  ordered  my  lot  to  fall  in  your 
hands,  endued  with  so  much  discerning,  and 
who  is  no  stranger  in  our  Israel,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  well  acquainted  with  the  contro- 


▼enies  of  the  timely  and  tfM  OHM  lor  which 
I  am  apprdiended. 

''lUesB  the  most  Higls  whose  I «n^  and 
whom  I  desire  to  svfe  in  the  goapd  ef  Ui 
Son,  so  flur  as  I  can  ssvch  into  mysel(  I 
find  no  evil  in  my  hearty  nor  iniquity  in  mj 
hands,  against  his  migesa^apenon  orantho- 
li^,  whom  I  own,  and  to  whom  I  sobmitiB 
the  Lord«  In  toatimoay  whereof  I  hav« 
given  (in  so  &r  as  oould  consist  with  mj 
duty  to  the  Lord,  and  the  light  and  peace 
of  my  own  conscience,)  a  sabmisBion  unts 
and  observation  of  his  laws:  bnt  fidr  abpofd 
prelacy,  and  perjured  prelates,  that  stasi 
and  those  twigs  which  the  Fatiiet^s  fight 
hand  hath  nevw  planted  nor  watered,  behif 
aseed  which  the  evil  one  hath  sown,  whils 
the  servants  were  asleep,  and  hath  prodneel 
so  much  of  sin  and  suffering  in  thia  land,  I 
look  on  myself  as  obliged  before  the  Loid 
to  refuse,  oppose,  and  bear  teedmony  agaioit 
it;  not  only  by  a  subjective  obligation,  Iran 
the  day  I  lifted  up  my  hand,  and  awars  ts 
the  most  high  God  to  aideavonr  in  mj 
station  and  place  the  extirpation  and  efafr 
cation  of  that  cursed  root  of  bitterness ;  bat 
also  by  a  moral  chfective  obligation  fipom  tht 
word  of  God,  which  knows  none  of  those 
creatures,  but  hath  sufficiently  reproved 
them,  and  rebuked  the  spirit  of  antichiiit» 
when  it  made  its  first  appearance  in  the 
world,  sounding  out  of  the  moutha  of  the  dis> 
ciples,  *  Which  shall  be  greatest  in  the  kiaif- 
dom  of  God.*  The  apostles  being  convinced 
of,  and  humbled  for  their  sim'iil  ambitioii, 
opposed  the  same  spirit,  making  its  neit 
illustrious  appearances  in  the  worid,  Dioi 
trephes  is  condemned  for  affecting  the  pre- 
eminence. For  this  testimony  I  am  will- 
ing to  go  to  prison,  and  be  judged  at  Crsu^c 
tribunal." 

From  Fortrose  he  was  sent  to  the  shire 
of  Nairn,  where  being  prisoner  some  ^m% 
Sir  Hugh  Campbell  of  Calder,  aheriffef 
that8hire,showed  him  much  civility.  Whca 
his  accusers  heard  of  this,  he  quickly  after 
had  orders  sent  him  to  come  into  Edinboif  k 
tolbooth,  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  and 
after  his  lying  some  time  there,  he  was  sent 
prisoner  to  the  Bass.  In  the  Bass  at  first 
he,  with  some  other  worthy  ministers,  was 
imprisoned  pretty  much  at  large,  but  shortly 
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after  m  okwelj,  that  he  was  not  allowed  a 
seirant  to  make  his  bed  or  meat,  but  he 
must  do  all  these  servile  offices  himself. 
Meanwhile,  he  leaves  it  on  record,  that  the 
upp«r  springes  flowed  liberally  and  sweetly, 
when  the  nether  springs  were  imbittered : 
and  he  had  the  experience  of  that,  Temta 
est  duicedo  calestis  gaudii,  ut  si  una  gntiula 
d^fbteret  in  tnfemiimy  totam  ctmaritudinem 
vtferm  absarberet.  And  from  the  sense  of 
this  proceeded  that  memorable  expression 
of  his,  left  under  his  hand,  **  Since  I  was  a 
prisoner  I  dwelt  at  ease,  and  lived  securely." 
Indeed  his  papers  evidence,  that,  while  tn 
the  Bass,  he  triumphed  in  tribubition. 
When  under  this  restraint,  my  lord  M'Leod 
coming  from  his  travels  went  to  see  the 
Bass,  and  procured  some  more  liberty  to 
Mr  MH3illigen  from  the  governor,  so  that 
at  tome  times  he  was  permitted  to  come 
out  upon  the  rock.  However,  it  was  here 
ha  eontracted  that  bitter  gravel,  which  at 
length  carried  him  off.  In  the  year  1679,  as 
we  shall  hear,  he,  with  several  others,  were 
bronght  into  the  tolbooth  of  Edinbui^h, 
and  liberate  on  bail ;  and  Sir  Hugh  Camp- 
bdl  of  Calder  was  surety  for  him  and  some 
othors,  whom  we  shall  again  meet  with  in 
the  jaar  1682,  till  which  time  I  leave  him. 

To  return  to  the  council's  procedure 
against  others  at  this  time;  upon  the  12th 
of  October,  Mr  William  Bell  appears  before 
tfacBiy  for  preaching  to  a  field-conventicle 
near  Pendand-hills ;  and  Robert  Dick, 
whom  they  alleged  had  been  veiy  active  in 
convocating  people  to  it ;  both  are  sent  to 
the  Bass. 

Upon  November  Ist,  Mr  Patrick  Hamil- 
toUy  not  long  since  licensed  by  presbyterian 
ministers,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Halcraig, 
afterwards  lord  of  session  since  the  revolu^ 
tioDy  preached  privately  in  a  house  of  one 
of  his  relations  at  Edinburgh.  The  council 
getting  notice  of  this,  cite  before  them  upon 
the  6th,  the  following  persons,  and  fine  them 
as  f<^ws :  Mary  Hepburn,  lady  Saltcoats, 
in  two  hundred  pounds,  Mrs  Mary  Lidding- 
ton,  her  danghter,  in  two  hundred  merks, 
for  being  present  at  that  sermon.  And 
further,  they  send  Mary  Haldane,  relict  of 
Mr  John  Guthrie,  minister  at  Tarbolton, 
and  Bessie  Muir,  relict  of  Mr  Alexander 


Dunlop,  minister  of  the  gospel  at 
F^osley,*  to  the  tolbooth,  untU  ^^'^^• 
they  shall  find  caution  under  a  thousand 
merks,  each  to  remove  frtwi  the  town  of 
Edinburgh,  and  six  miles  round  it.  All 
of  these  religious  gentlewomen  refused  to 
give  their  oaths,  and  were  holden  as  con- 
fest.  At  the  same  diet  Mr  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy of  Clowbum,  of  whom  before,  who 
had  been  catched,  and  lien  some  time  in 
prison,  is  liberate  upon  bond  of  t«n  thousand 
merks  to  appear  when  called.  Nothing 
criminal  could  be  proven  against  him,  after 
aU  the  noise  the  managers  had  made  for- 
merly about  him. 

By  an  information  from  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow,  James  Dunlop  of  Houshil,  in 
the  shire  of  Renfrew,  is  cited  in  before  the 
council  upon  the  30th  of  November,  and  is 
fined  in  a  thousand  merks,  for  neglect  of  his 
duty,  as  bailie-depute  of  the  regality  of  Glas- 
gow, in  suppressing  some  field-conventicles 
at  Woodside,  P&rtick,  and  other  places 
vrithin  that  jurisdiction  this  summer,  and 
declared  incapable  any  more  to  act  as  bailie 
of  that  regality.  No  madeadministration  could 
be  laid  to  his  charge,  but  only  he  could  not 
allow  himself  to  be  so  violent  in  prosecuting 
people  for  hearing  the  gospel,  as  the  bishop 

*  Benj  at  £liuibeth  Muir  was  the  d«aghter 
of  William  Muir  of  Glanderston,  a  very  ancient 
branch  of  the  family  of  Mure  in  Renfrewshire, 
and  now  represented  by  the  house  of  Caldwell, 
to  which  estate  the  nephew  of  **  Bessy  Muir  ** 
succeeded.  Her  sister  Janet  was  married  to  Mr 
John  Carstaires,  minister  of  the  High  Church  of 
Glasgow,  and  father  of  the  celebrated  principal  of 
Uie  name.  Margaret,  a  third  sister,  was  married 
first  to  Mr  Zachary  Bovd,  and  afterwards  to 
Mr  James  Durham  of  Glawow,  who  succeeded 
Mr  Ramsay  in  1651  In  the  inner  High  Church, 
having  his  brother-in-law,  Mr  Carstaires,  for 
his  colleague.  Mr  Alexander  Dunlop  of  Paisley 
is  particularly  noticed  by  Mr  Livingston  in  his 
**  Characteristies,**  as  a  person  of  singular  learn- 
ing and  piety,  and  peculiarly  qualified  "  to  have 
been  a  professor  of  divinity.  '*  Of  his  suffer- 
ings  in  the  cause  of  truth  we  have  already  had 
some  interesting  information  in  the  first  volume 
of  this  work.  He  died  in  1667.  His  son  was 
principal  of  the  College  of  Glasgow ;  and  his 
grandson  (son  of  the  principal,)  was  professor 
of  church  history  in  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  died  at  the  early  age  of  22 ;  and 
whose  "Sermons  and  Lectures'*  in  8  vols. 
12mo.  furnish  an  eminent  illustration  of  the 
talent  and  piety  of  their  author.  The  present 
representative  (1828)  of  thi0  distinguished  fa- 
mily,  Ls  Alexander  Dunlop,  Esq.  of  Keppqcb, 
in  the  countv  of  Dumbarton.— £r/. 
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and  liis  dergy  would   hare   him. 

And,  to  end  this  section,  December 
7th,  I  find  the  oonncilpus  a  decreet  against 
Mr  John  Law,  late  minister  at  Campsie,  of 
whom  before.  He  is  libelled  for  keeping 
conventicles  at  Campsie,  Bademock,  Kilpa- 
trick,  Kippen,  and  other  places,  since  June 
1674,  and  for  invading  several  pulpits,  and 
presuming  to  ordain  and  appoint  several  pei> 
sons  to  the  office  and  work  of  the  ministiy, 
and  having  given  them  mission  for  that  ef- 
fect Being  called  and  not  compearing,  he 
IS  ordered  to  be  denounced,  and  put  to  the 
horn.  The  sufferings  of  some  other  parti- 
cular persons  this  year,  of  which  I  have 
not  the  dates,  may  come  in  upon 

SECT.  III. 

Of  the  circumstances  of  the  indulged^  and  some 
other  incident(d  matter,  this  y ear ^  1676. 

The  clamour  made  in  the  entry  of  this  year, 
by  the  episcopal  clei^,  against  the  indulged 
presbyterian  ministers,  by  breaking  their 
confinement,  and  the  rules  formerly  given 
them,  produced  a  new  proclamation,  dated 
March  1st  This  proclamation  I  need  not 
insert,  but  in  as  far  as  it  differs  firom  that 
before  set  down,  September  3d,  1672.  And 
I  shall  only  remark,  that  the  first  four  rules 
there  set  down  without  any  change,  are  of 
new  laid  upon  the  ministers ;  and  the  two 
last  anent  their  waiting  on  diocesan  meet- 
ings, and  paying  the  dues  to  the  clerk  and 
bursar  of  the  diocesan  synod,  are  omitted; 
and  then  follows :  *'  And  whereas  it  is  in- 
formed, that  the  said  outed  ministers,  in- 
dulged as  aforesaid  (at  least  many  of  them), 
have  violated  and  contravened  the  foresaid 
orders  and  instructions,  (upon  which  terms 
they  were  permitted  and  indulged  to  preach, 
and  exercise  the  other  functions  of  the  mi- 
nistry), whereby  many  disorders  are  occa- 
sioned ;  the  said  lords  do  therefore  of  new 
again  require  and  command  aU  these  in- 
dulged ministers,  to  keep  and  observe  the 
foresaid  orders  and  instructions  in  time 
coming,  and  especially  for  keeping  within 
the  bounds  of  their  own  parishes,  and  cele- 
brating the  communion  upon  one  and  the 
same  Lord's  day,  as  they  will  be  answerable 


at  their  peril;  and  ordain  these  presents  to 
be  printed,  and  copies  thereof  to  be  sent  to 
the  several  ministers.** 

This  same  day  I  find  in  the  registers,  that 
the  council  *  dischaige  the  mmoonfonn  mi- 
nisters to  admit  any  of  the  ministers  not 
licensed  by  law,  to  their  oommunions  or 
pulpits;  and  if  they  disobey,  they  app<Hnt 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese  to  depose  them." 
This  seems  to  strike  against  the  agreement 
among  presbyterian  ministers,  to  preach  one 
with  other,  indulged  and  not  indulged. 

Wanting  documents  to  let  me  into  tbe 
springs  of  this  proclamation,  at  first  sight  I 
imagined,  that,  considering  the  two  last  mki, 
formerly  insisted  upon,  were  left  out,  it  migbt 
have  been  designed  as  a  &vour  to  the  in- 
dulged ministers,  and  a  new  edition  of  the 
rules,  with  the  omission  of  the  two  last, 
anent  which  some  of  them  were  troubled, 
and  homing  got  out :  but  when  I  conader 
the  additional  order  in  the  registers,  anent 
their  admitting  none  of  their  brethren  to 
join  with  them,  and  the  clause  ("upon 
which  terms  they  were  permitted  and  in- 
dulged to  preach  and  exercise  the  other 
functions  of  the  ministry,")  I  begin  toims- 
gine  this  proclamation  to  be  designed  to 
break  presbyterians  among  themselves,  and 
to  blow  the  sparks  that  were  beginning  to 
kindle  among  us,  and  in  a  year  or  two  bn^e 
out  very  sadly.  I  find  some  of  these  worthjr 
ministers  much  troubled  at  this  clause,  and 
have  in  mine  eye  the  draught  of  a  represen- 
tation of  one  of  them,  which  sets  this 
matter  in  a  very  fair  light,  and  deserves  a 
room  here.  Whether  it  was  ever  given  in 
to  the  council  I  know  not,  but  I  do  not 
question  it  i^'as  the  common  sentimpnts  of 
many  of  them. 

**  Unto  the  most  honourable  lords  ofhh 
mtrjesUfs  privy  council,  the  humble  reprt* 
sentation  and  supplication  of  Mr  Thomas 
Wylie,  minister  for  the  present  at  Fen' 
wick,  occasioned  by  their  lordships^  act, 
March  1st,  1676. 

**  Most  honourable, 
"  I  would  most  willingly  have  forborne  this 
address,  if  not  constrained  thereto  by  yonr 
lordships*  late  act  anent  the  indulged  minis- 
ters. If  the  rules  contained  in  the  act  had  by 
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order  come  to  my  kand,  it  was  always  upon 
my  spirit  to  have  freely  and  ingenaously  re- 
presented my  thooghts  upon  them.  This 
being  the  first  opportunity  offered,  I  humbly 
beg,  for  the  clearing  of  my  practice,  and 
exoneration  of  my  conscience,  liberty  to 
unfold  my  mind  a  little  in  aU  sobriety  in 
this  matter  to  your  lordships. 

^  The  act,  September  3d,  1672,  in  its  com- 
plex contrivance,  with  the  other  two  of  the 
same  date,  were  not  a  little  gricTous  to  many, 
and  to  me:  yet  considering  that  it  is  the 
magistrate's  duty,  not  only  to  permit  and 
allow,  but,  in  case  of  neglect,  to  command 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel ;  and  looking 
upon  these  rules  in  the  second  act  as  enjoin- 
ed sub  pcenoy  I  resolved  (having  an  invita- 
tion from  the  people)  thimkfully  to  accept 
of  the  permission  and  allowance,  anft  to 
answer  when  challenged  for  every  breach 
of  the  rules,  which  I  ever  looked  upon  as 
orders,  and  not  as  terms,  or  considerations 
upon  which  we  are  permitted  to  preach; 
neither  can  I  look  upon  them,  or  any  thing 
in  the  first  contrivance  as  such;  for  *  terms 
upon  which,'  &c  impwt  a  compact  betwixt 
the  giver  and  receiver,  but  in  this  matter  I 
ksow  of  no  such  thing.  Next,  the  permis- 
■ion  or  allowance  is  tendered  in  the  first  act 
by  way  of  free  favour,  not  requiring  a  formal 
free  acceptance  for  completing  of  its  grant, 
but  leaving  the  favour  to  be  made  use  of  or 
nol;  by  the  persons  concerned,  in  their  own 
option;  so  that  it  does  not  stipulate  the  ac- 
isepter's  consent  to  any  condition  whatsom- 
ever. 

''And  as  to  the  rules  enjoined  in  the 
second  act,  your  lordships  did  neither  re- 
quire a  formal  and  consentient  acceptance, 
nor  did  your  lordships  on  your  grant  resti- 
pulate  the  observance  of  any  of  these  rules, 
but  only  enjoined  them  with  that  fairest  of 
certifications,  'as  these  concerned  will  be 
answerable :'  so  that  it  is  very  manifest  there 
is  nothing  in  all  these  acts,  so  much  as  inti- 
mating that  your  lordships  intended  any  con- 
sent or  obligation  by  way  of  condition,  from 
the  receivers  of  your  offer ;  but  that  your 
lordships  contented  yourselves  with  the  inti- 
mation of  your  pleasure,  with  certification; 
hence  judging  the  offer  materially  good,  and 
a  partial  restitution  of  these  desirable  things, 
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we  have  been  and  are  deprived 
of,  and  the  accepters,  of  which  I  '^^' 
am  one,  in  a  capad^  through  the  Lord's 
assistance,  eithw  to  give  a  satisfjring  reason, 
or  if  not  received  (which  yet  I  am  con- 
fident your  lordships  will  not  reject)  to 
suffer  with  a  good  consdenoe  for  the  neglect 
of  the  rules.  I  chooeed  to  make  use 
of  the  offer  which  I  judged  improvable 
to  the  advancement  of  the  gospel,  finding 
nothing  in  the  narrative  or  body  of  the 
second  act  containing  the  rules,  so  much  as 
hintingat  'terms upon  which:'  andfindingin 
the  last  act  a  peremptory  order  and  com- 
mand given  to  the  sherifis  and  other  magis- 
trates, to  inquire  how  the  ministers  confined 
in  their  several  jurisdictions,  do  observe  the 
rules  prescribed  to  them  (not  'the  terms 
upon  which,'  &c.  required  of  them),  and  to 
report  to  the  council  thereanent  once  every 
six  months ;  certainly  if  they  had  been  pn>- 
poeed  to,  and  accepted  by  the  ministers,  as 
terms  and  conditions,  I  am  confident  yoiur 
lordships'  charity  would  have  trusted  the 
performance  for  one  half  year  at  least,  to 
the  nunisters  their  fidelity.  I  beg  liberty 
only  to  add,  that  in  my  humble  opinion,  it 
is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  an  indulgence, 
properly  so  called,  to  require  by  way  of 
condition  from  the  parties  indulged,  the 
performance  of  such  things  as  cross  their 
principles,  judgment,  and  conscience ;  for  the 
nature  and  end  of  an  indulgence,  is  to  ease 
the  party  indulged  as  to  these:  neither  can 
it  be  expected,  that  an  indulged  party  can 
yield  to  any  conditions  that  thwart  with 
their  consciences,  prindples,  and  judgment, 
as  in  the  present  case  these  rules  do;  whidi 
I  am  ready  and  willing  to  make  out,  if 
your  lordships  allow  me. 

"  My  lords,  your  lordships'  offer  being  free, 
the  acceptance  arbitrary,  the  rules  not  en- 
joined as  conditions,  but  commands  subpcaui, 
and  the  resolution  of  ministers  as  to  them 
being  either  to  give  a  satisfying*  reason,  or 
suffer  with  a  good  conscience  for  neglecting 
them  as  said  is;  upon  these  grounds,  I  and 
others  have  been  in  readiness  hitherto  to 
answer  every  one  convincingly,  who  either 
out  of  malice  were  apt  to  reproach,  or  out 
of  scruple  to  stumble  at  the  least  use  makin|r 
of  the  allowance,  as  if  wc  thereby  had  in- 

2\3 


dS8 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  IL 


YoireA  oundyes  in  oompljing^  with 
*  sad  approbatioD  of  prelacy,  Eraiti- 
aniaoi,  the  supremacj  in  its  full  extent  or 
latitude,  and  oooseqoently  in  a  oonstmctiYe 
approbation  of  all  the  alterations  in  the 
church,  that  hare  been  carried  on  these 
years  bygone;  and  also  of  evacuating  the  in- 
trinsic power  of  gOTemment  belonging  to 
the  church,  as  a  society  erected  by  Christ, 
and  granted  to  her  by  his  express  gift: 
which  things  to  approve  were  contrary  to 
the  known  principles  of  presbyterians. 

"  But  now  it  beingyonr  lordships*  pleasure 
to  impose  rules  upon  us,  'as  terms  upon 
which*  we  are  permitted  and  indulged,  &c 
I  confess  I  cannot  answer  what  may  be  ob- 
jected of  that  kind,  or  nullify  the  inferences. 
Though  I  have  been  very  silent  in  those 
matters,  and  do  not  deny  to  the  king's 
majesty  his  just  power  about  matters  eccle- 
siastical, allowed  him  by  the  word  of  God, 
and  practised  by  the  godly  reforming  kings 
of  Judah ;  yet  I  dare  not,  because  of  the  awe 
of  God  upon  me,  do  any  thing  as  my  own 
proper  &ct  and  deed,  that  will  involve  me  in 
such  approbations  and  compliances,  contrary 
to  my  conscience,  such  as '  the  acceptance  of 
the  rules,*  under  the  notion  of  *  terms  upon 
which,*  &c.  or  the  observance  of  them  im- 
posed as  orders  would  do. 

**  Having  in  the  simplicity  of  my  heart, 
and,  I  dare  say,  as  before  the  Lord,  with 
loyal  affection  to  his  majesty,  and  ail  due 
respect  to  your  honours,  thus  unfolded  my 
mind  to  your  lordships,  my  humble  suppli- 
cation is, 

''That  as  I  hold  my  ministry  of  Jesus 
Christ  allenarly,  and  am  to  be  accountable  to 
him  for  all  my  ministerial  administrations ;  so 
I  may,  through  his  majesty's  goodness  and 
patrociny,  and  your  lordships*  favour,  enjoy 
the  free  exercise  thereof,  according  to  the 
word  of  God,  with  the  reservation  of  my 
principles,  and  the  liberty  of  my  judgment 
And  particularly,  I  humbly  supplicate,  that 
every  thing  in  those  rules,  and  every  thins^ 
else  in  the  complex  contrivance,  that  clogs 
his  majesty's  and  your  lordships*  &vour,  and 
is  known  to  be  contrary  to  the  presbyterian 
principles  and  judgment,  and  gjievous  to 
their  minds  and  consciences,  may  be  laid 
aside,  and  not  imposed  upon  your  lordships* 


humble  supplicant;   and  your  petitioner 
shall  ever  pray,"  he 

Joined  with  the  former  repreaeatatioD,  I 
find  another  paper,  drawn  op  by  the  same 
reverend  and  learned  person,  to  have  been 
presented,  if  required,  with  the  former,  which 
contains  short  and  solid  reasons,  why  pres- 
byterian ministers  could  not,  in  their  pnuv 
tioe,  fidl  in  with  the  rules  commanded  bj 
the  oounciL  This  bong  a  material  vfohgj 
for  their  sufferings;  now  and  afterwards^ 
upon  this  score,  and  what  may  discover  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  ventured  all  along 
to  refuse  compliance  in  these  things,  it  ap- 
pears not  improper  to  insert  the  paper  ia 
this  place,  from  the  originaL 

"  A  few  sober  thoughts  upon  the  six  nda 
enjoined  to  he  observed  by  vubdged  mans-' 
ters,  humbly  offered  to  the  most  honourable 
the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coumH 
as  reasons  why  Mr  Thomas  WyliCy  aus- 
ister  for  the  present  at  Fenwick^  camut 
observe  the  same, 

"  The  first  rule*  will  deprive  honest  parents 
of  the  presb3rt«rian  persuasion,  (being  in  the 
parishes  of  conformists,  and  not  dear  ta 
receive  ordinances  from  them,)  of  the  benefit 
of  baptism  to  their  children :  for  the  pareat 
being  under  an  insuperable  scruple,  dare  not, 
with  a  doubting  conscience,  go  to  the  con- 
formist for  that  benefit;  in  which  case,  if  the 
conformist  be  not  of  a  condescending  nature^ 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  parent  n'ill 
obtain  a  certificate  of  him,  to  get  the  benefit 
elsewhere;  which  will  inevitably  occasion 
straitening  to  nonconformist  ministen. 
When  in  this  case,  parents,  to  their  certain 
knowledge,  faithful,  knowing,  honest  Chris- 
tians walking  blamelessly,  shall  request  and 
obtest  them  for  the  benefit,  what  shall  the 
noncomformist  ministers  do?  How  shall 
he  be  answerable  to  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath 
given  him  a  conmiission  to  disdple  and 
baptize,  if  he  shall  refuse  baptism  to  such  an 
one,  of  whom  he  can  say,  in  the  judgment 
of  cliarity,  he  is  a  real  disdple  ?  Supposing 
there  were  some  weakness  in  such,  in  refus- 
ing to  take  the  ordinances  off*  conformists* 
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Yuokda,  yet  it  were  a  hard  measure  to  debar  *  Christ  Though  ministera  should 
them  of  ordinances  elsewhere;  and  the  be  silent  in  this  matter,  yet  many 
readiest  way  imaginable,  through  the  policy  thousands  in  the  land  will  put  their  seal  to 
of  Satan  (whose  devices  ministers  should  .  it»  that  they  have  seen,  observed,  and  felt  the 
guard  against),  to  drive  tender  scrupling  I  outgoings  of  the  Lord,  most  powerful,  glori- 
ous, and  stately  in  his  sanctuaiy,  when  his 
fidthfnl  servants  and  people  have  been  attendp 
ing  duly  in  this  great  ordinance.  As  to  the 
discharge  to  admit  any  belonging  to  other 
the  same  diocese,  should  have  the  com-  ,  parishes,  without  testificates,  to  the  com- 
munion in  one  and  the  same  day,'  is  im-  '  munion,  the  fidthful  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ 
practicable,  as  will  easily  appear  to  any  who  have  their  directions  from  their  Master,  to 
will  consider  the  diflferent  bounds,  numbers  |  separate  the  '  precious  from  the  vile,'  and  it 
of  people,  employments,  &c  of  the  respec-  ;  is  to  be  supposed  they  will  be  faithful  in  obey- 
tive  congregations,  in  one  and  the  same  ing  hisorders,  both  by  calling  for  testificates, 
diocese.  Often  in  one  and  the  same  con-  and  using  all  other  means  of  trial :  but  to 
gregation,  emergent  occasions  have  put  the    debar  a  knowing  godly  person,  who  cannot 


upon  the  precipices  of  a  '  total 
separation,'  of  anabaptism,  quakerism,  and 
the  like. 
*  The  second  rule, '  That  all  in  one  and 


minister  and  eldership  to  change  their  ordi- 
nary time.  Sure  it  were  very  prejudicial  to 
the  people,  to  astrict  all  in  one  and  the 
same  diocese,  to  go  about  that  solemn  work 
in  the  same  day ;  neither  can  there  be  so 
competent  judges,  to  determine  when  the 
communion  should  be  celebrated  in  this  or 
that  particular  congregation,  as  the  faithful 
ministers  and  eldership  thereof,  who  are  to 
take  an  account  of  the  people's  knowledge, 
an  inspection  of  their  conversation,  to  con- 
sider of  their  preparation  for  such  a  work, 
and  who  know  best  the  occupations  and 
employments  of  their  respective  parishes, 
and  BO  can  most  seasonably  pitch  upon  such 
times  for  that  solemn  ordnance,  as  will  be 
freest  of  distraction  to  the  people,  and  least 
impede  their  civil  employments.  Next,  it 
is  impossible  for  old,  sickly,  infirm  men^  to 
dischai|te  all  the  exercises  requisite,  when 
that  ordinance  is  gone  about,  without  help ; 
and  how  shall  it  be  had,  if  all  are  astricted 
to  one  day  ?  Beside,  if  any  minister  alone 
at  the  work,  should  in  providence  be  over- 
taken with  sickness,  which  is  caseable  to  the 
yoongest  and  strongest,  would  it  not  be  a 
heavy  dimppointment,  if  there  should  be 
none  to  take  the  work  ofi^  his  hand?  And 
this  restriction  to  one  day  will  deprive  many 
of  the  Lord's  people,  to  the  saddening  of  their 
hearts,  of  the  more  frequent  opportunities  of 
this  solemn  ordinance,  in  which  the  Lord 
hath  often  dealt  bountifuUy  with  their 
souls,  convincing,  converting,  confirming, 
comforting^  and  building  them  up  upon 


get  a  testificate  itom  a  conformist,  were  too 
hard  a  measure,  as  said  is. 

"  The  third  rule,  *  That  there  be  no  preach- 
ing without  the  church,'  is  prejudicial  to  the 
benefit  of  souls,  will  inevitably  occasion 
much  throng,  confusion  and  disorder  within 
the  church,  in  the  time  of  the  solemn  work, 
and  much  vaging  upon,  and  profaning  of  the 
Lord's  day  without  the  kirk ;  for  there  are 
few  or  no  places  wherein  the  kirk  will  not 
be  thronged  in  a  communion  day,  with  the 
people  of  their  own  congregation :  so  to 
deny  the  liberty  of  preaching  without  in 
some  convenient  place,  wiU  occasion  many 
inconveniences. 

**  The  fourth  rule  relates  to  the  sentence 
of  confinement.  Albeit  I  forbear  to  speak 
against  the  confinement,  knowing  that  all 
civil  punishment  is  in  the  power  of  the  ma- 
gistrate ;  yet  may  I  not,  in  aU  humility,  say 
it  is  hard  enough  that  honest  men,  living 
peaceably  should,  mdicta  causa,  be  sentenced 
as  evil-doers :  this  is  apt  in  itself  to  weaken 
our  ministerial  authority  among  the  profane. 
Next,  it  deprives  us  of  one  of  the  greatest 
comforts  of  this  life,  viz.  mutual  converse 
for  mutual  edification,  and  strengthening  one 
another's  hands  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
And  it  cannot  but  be  grievous  that  the  keys 
of  our  prison-doors  are  hung  at  the  bishop's 
belt,  and  at  his  only.  Were  it  not  that  I 
dare  not  tempt  your  lordships'  patience,  I 
could  here  instance  many  supposable  cases, 
which  render  the  observing  of  this  rule  im- 
possible, and  would  show  our  complaint  as 
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to  it,  to  be  80  grierous,  that  it  is 
better  to  refnun  than  speak :  od\j  I 
may  say  without  offence,  it  cannot  hk  un- 
known to  your  lordihipey  how  unpleasant  it 
will  be  to  presbyterian  ministers,  to  court 
the  bishop,  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  fiiYours, 
to  be  giving  him  an  account  of  their  affairs, 
and  how  unwilling  they  will  be  to  haye  any 
intermeddling  with  him,  lest  they  be  in  haa- 
ard  either  to  provoke  or  be  ensnared. 

*^  The  fifth  rule  thrusts  the  presbyterians 
under  a  direct  and  formal  subjection  and 
subordination  to  prelacy,  contrary  to  their 
known  principle  and  judgment 

**  The  last  rule  fetters  them  under  a  sort 
of  vassalage  and  subeerviency  to  the  bishop. 
But  your  lordships  having  past  these  two  in 
your  last  act,  I  shall  say  no  more  of  them. 

**  The  Lord  pour  out  the  spirit  of  right- 
eous judgment  upon  your  lordships,  in  the 
lear  of  the  Lord." 

It  was  for  such  causes  as  these,  that  the 
indulged,  during  the  whole  time  of  their 
liberty  to  preach,  could  not  keep  these  com- 
mands, and  could  never  allow  them  to  be 
the  conditions  of  the  exercise  of  their  min- 
istry; and  as  they  had  occasion,  disclaimed 
them,  and  both  practically  and  otherwise 
testified  against  them;  and  till  sometime 
after  this,  the  bishops  could  not  prevail  to 
get  many  prosecutions  raised  against  them 
on  this  account. 

The  leaving  out  of  the  two  last  rules  in 
this  proclamation,  if  I  mistake  not,  helped 
to  put  an  end  to  the  trouble  of  such  of  them 
as  scrupled  to  pay  the  dues  of  the  clerk  and 
bursar  of  the  diocesan  synod.  I  took  notice 
above,  that  upon  the  trouble  given  them  this 
way,  last  year,  and  the  former,  they,  for  want 
of  concert  among  themselves,  had  fallen  into 
different  practices.  All  the  indulged  in  the 
synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  as  far  as  I  can 
find,  went  into  the  payment,  except  these 
underwritten.  Fairfoul  the  clerk  had  got 
out  a  homing  against  them,  and  by  an 
original  letter  of  his,  June  Ist  this  year, 
warns  them  he  is  just  going  to  distress  them ; 
whereupon  I  find  they  supplicate  the  coun- 
cil as  follows,  which  I  give  from  an  original 
copy,  only  I  omit  the  names  of  the  parishes, 
bein^  above,  for  shortness. 


**  To  the  ri^  konmarabie  the  lords  of  his 
rmtfeit^s  privy  eotmcil,  the  nqfplicatuM  of 
the  numistere  of  the  gotptA  tmderwritin, 
viz.  Me$tr9  Anthot^  Schaw,  Aieztmder 
Wedderbwn%  Raij^ Roger^  OeorgeRam' 
My,  John  SpaidSnff,  John  Bell,  JRobert 
B(^  John  WaOaee,  Robert  Beff,  Wil 
liam    TiUidaff,  WiUiam  Maitland,  An- 
drew Hutchison^    Thomas   WyHe,   ami 
Crabrid  Cumngham,  humbfy  shewed^, 
^  That  where  tiiere  are  letters  of  horning 
raised  and  direct  against  us,  at  the  instaaoe 
of  one  Ludovidc  Fairfoul,  pretending  him- 
self to  be  clerk  to  the  ■3mod  of  Glasgow,  to 
make  payment  to  him  of  our  alleged  respec- 
tive proportions,  of  the  ordinary  fees  aO^ged 
due  to  him  as  derk  to  the  foresaid  synod!, 
of  all  years  and  terms  resting  nnpai^  and 
in  time  to  come,  during  his  service  thercs^ 
as  formeriy :  and  siklike,  at  the  instance  d 
one  Mr  David  Clunie,  pretending*  himself  a 
bursar  within  the  diocese  of  Glasgow,  to 
make  payment  to  him  of  certain  sums  of  his 
bursary-dues,  of  all  years  and  terms  by- 
gone alleged  resting,  and  in  time  coming  as 
formeriy;  and  many  of  your  petitioners  are 
already  chaiged  by  virtue  of  the  said  hom- 
ings, and  all  of  us  threatened  to  be  denoim 
ced,  and  caption  to  be  taken  out  against  aa 
^  And  seeing  it  pleased  the  king^a  mijesty, 
by  your  lordships'  advice,  to  indulge  your 
petitioners,  and  exeme  us  from  being  con- 
cerned in  either  presbyteries  or  synods;  aod 
that  the  foresaid  pretended  cleric  of  the 
synod  of  Glasgow,  is  no  ways  concerned  ia 
the  afiairs  of  the  respective  congregations  to 
the  which  we  are  indulged ;  and  that  your 
petitioners  are  most  humbly  confident^  thatit 
is  not  either  the  king's  majesty's  inclinatioi 
or  the  intention  of  your  lordships,  to  sufler 
us  to  be  imposed  upon  in  these  things,  whidi 
by  themselves  or  their  consequences  wonM 
infer  our  concessions  to  these  things,  whereto 
with  freedom  of  conscience  we  cannot  con- 
cede ;  and  seeing  these  legal  disti^esses  have 
a  direct  tendency  to  impose  upon  us,  con- 
trary to  the  indulgence,  which  his  majesty, 
with  your  lordships'  advice,  out  of  his  prince- 
ly clemency,  hath  been  pleased  to  vouchsafe 
upon  us. 

*'  May  it  therefore  please  your  lordships 
to  dishai^  the  foresedd  persona  to  tnMt 
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yoor  ]>etitionen  any  fiirther,  by  these  horn- 
ings,  or  other  legal  diatreeses,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  aoch  pretended  dues ;  and  that 
in  tune  coming  we  be  no  more  troubled  by 
any  persons  with  any  matters  of  the  like 
natore;  and  your  lordships'  answer,"  &c 

To  this  supplication  I  find  nothing  byway 
of  answer  recorded ;  but  after  this  year  this 
matter  seems  to  have  been  dropt,  when  it  had 
been  not  a  little  troublesome  to  the  indulged 
ministers;  at  least  I  find  no  more  in  any 
papers  I  have  seen  about  it  No  more  offers 
to  me  this  year  with  relation  to  them ;  only 
some  young  preachers  come  to  the  borders 
of  some  of  their  parishes,  and  preach  on 
Lord's  days :  and  this  I  find  some  of  them 
regretting,  as  what  might  in  the  issue  tend  to 
rent  mnd  distract  people,  and  what  there  was 
no  occasion  for,  since  they  daily  preached 
themselves.  We  may  hear  more  of  this  in 
the  succeeding  years. 

I  come  now  to  take  notice  of  some  few 
other  things  remarkable  this  year.  I  find  two 
or  three  riots  complained  of  before  the  ooun- 
cO.  The  reasons  of  these  attempts  upon  the 
incumbents  in  churches,  when  they  were  not 
merely  from  thieves  and  housebreakers,  have 
been  accounted  for  already,  and  I  shall  only 
set  down  matter  of  &ct  here,  as  it  comes  to 
my  hand.  Mr  Henry  Knox,  episcopal  minis- 
ter at  Dunscore,  represents,  upon  the  6th  of 
January,  to  the  council,  that,  upon  the  28th 
of  December,  some  six  or  seven  persons  at- 
tacked his  house,  beat  himself  and  his  wife, 
and  took  away  his  household  furniture  at 
pleasure.  And,  upon  the  27th  of  January, 
another  riot  upon  himself  and  family  is  com- 
plained of,  by  the  minister  of  Gbrgnnnock. 
Letters  are  issued  out  citing  the  heritors  of 
both  these  parishes  to  compear,  and  upon 
February  10th,  the  council  &ae  the  heritors 
of  Dunscore  in  fi?e  thousand  merks,  to  be 
pud  to  their  minister  Mr  Knox,  for  the  injury 
done  him ;  and  the  heritors  of  Oai^gunnock  in 
six  thousand  merks.  It  would  have  been  en- 
riching to  these  ministers,  if  they  had  been 
attadced  once  a  year  at  this  rate.  In  August 
this  year,  I  find  the  council,  upon  a  complaint 
of  Mr  George  Baptie,  minister  of  Abbotrule, 
for  a  riot  committed  upon  his  person,  issue 
out  letters  against  the  persons  concerned. 
No  more  about  it  is  in  the  registers. 


I  In  February  the  managers  com- 
I  mitted  a  piece  of  great  severity  upon 
.  some  prisoners  in  Stirling  tolbooth.  Toward 
the  end  of  the  year  1674,  fifteen  men  were 
catched  at  a  conventicle,  and  imprisoned  in 
Stirling.  One  way  or  other  eight  of  them, 
in  fifteen  months,  got  out  by  some  interest 
made  for  them.  In  February  this  year,  thofle 
who  remained  sent  the  following  petition 
to  the  counciL 

**  To  the  right  honourable,  &c  the  humble 
petition  of  John  Wingate,  Andrew  Richard- 
son, John  and  William  Patersons,  John 
Adam,  John  Stuart,  and  Charles  Campbell, 
showeth,  that  the  petitioners  being  prisoners 
in  the  tolbooth  of  Stirling  these  fifteen 
months  bypast,  some  of  us  being  poor  old 
decrepit  bodies,  and  all  of  us  poor  creatures 
with  wives  and  families,  we  have  been  many 
times  at  the  point  of  starving,  and  had  long 
ere  now  died  for  want,  if  we  had  not  been 
supplied  with  the  charity  of  other  people : 
the  truth  whereof  is  notour  to  all  who  live 
near  Stirling,  and  which  the  magistrates 
have  testified  by  a  report  under  their  hands. 
**  Wherefore  it  is  humbly  desired,  that 
your  lordships  would  compassionate  our 
pitiful  and  deplorable  condition,  and  that  of 
our  poor  starving  wives  and  children,  and 
order  us  liberty ;  we  being  willing  to  enact 
ourselves  to  compear  and  answer  before 
yourlordships,  whenever  we  shall  be  called." 
These  good  people  had  never  been  legally 
convict  of  that  or  any  other  crime,  and 
fifteen  months  of  such  hard  imprisonment 
would  appear  a  punishment  abundantly  equal 
to  their  being  once  at  a  conventicle,  and 
such  a  petition  would  have  prevailed  almost 
with  any  but  the  people  now  in  power. 
Charles  Campbell  was  upwards  of  sixt}' 
years,  and  John  Adam  near  seventy,  an<l 
some  of  the  rest  were  under  heavy  and  son? 
sickness:  and  yet,  instead  of  compassion  to 
their  clamant  case,  by  order  of  council  they 
are  gifted  to  one  captain  Maitland,  who  had 
been  a  servant  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
an  officer  at  present  in  the  service  of  France. 
A  signed  order  by  the  eari  of  Linlithgow, 
and  Lords  Halton  and  Collington,  came  to 
the  magistrates  of  Stirling  for  this  effect 
Robert  Russel  the  provost  was  taught  to 
carry  on  the  project  with  secrecy,  and  the 
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keys  of  the  tolbooth  were  given  to 
'  John  Hamilton,  then  town  drnmmer, 
an  agent  yeiy  well  qualified  for  this  work ; 
and  he  kept  them  from  haying  access  to  any 
body  for  two  days.  At  length,  upon  Friday 
night,  February  1 8th,  when  all  was  got  ready, 
at  midnight,  without  the  least  warning  to 
themselves  or  relations,  the  poor  men  were 
brought  out  of  prison,  and  delivered  to  about 
fifty  foot  soldiers,  who  carried  them  ofif  fet- 
tered and  tied  one  to  another.  John  Pater- 
son  was  let  out  some  days  before,  being  in 
all  appearance  in  a  dying  condition.  Not- 
withstanding of  this  surprise,  it  was  observed 
they  were  all,  when  they  went  off,  though 
they  knew  not  whither,  most  hearty  and 
cheerful ;  so  strong  is  the  support  of  a  good 
conscience  and  cause. 

The  beginning  of  this  year  the  duke  of 
Hamilton  was  at  London,  and  the  king  was 
pleased  to  hear  some  of  his  complaints 
against  the  duke  of  Lauderdale.  We  shall 
have  more  of  them  afterwards.  Lauderdale 
wanted  not  matter  to  table  against  the  other ; 
that  he  had  sent  for  him  when  commissioner, 
and  he  declined  to  come,  that  he  had  oppos- 
ed a  subsidy  to  his  majesty  in  parliament, 
and  likewise  accused  the  chancellor  of 
several  things  and  practices,  not  agreeable 
to  the  king's  interest ;  and  it  was  moved  the 
chancellor  should  be  called  up  to  answer  for 
himself.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  urged  much 
the  miserable  circumstances  of  many  country 
people,  who  were  cruelly  handled  for  their 
noncompliance,  and  fined,  confined,  banished, 
and  all  through  ill  advice,  and  unjust  repre- 
sentations made  to  the  government.  The 
duke  of  York,  and  earl  of  Athole  (now 
made  marquis),  and  some  others,  were  pre- 
sent The  king  heard  all,  and  said  little. 
Lauderdale  kept  his  ground  with  the  king ; 
and  the  chancellor,  though  the  archbishop 
of  St  Andrews  and  others  interposed,  could 
scarce  have  liberty  to  come  up  to  court  to 
vindicate  himself.  At  length  duke  Hamilton 
left  court,  and  at  parting,  it  is  said  the  king 
taxed  him  fiith  &vouring  of  fanatics,  and 
ordered  him  no  more  to  meddle  that  way, 
or  in  any  of  his  affairs,  for  he  had  no  service 
for  him.  This  is  all  I  meet  with  as  to  this 
affair  this  year. 

Upon  the  27th  of  April,  I  find  the  coun- 


cil have  a  letter  before  them  ficom  the  king, 
of  the  date  January  2d,  relative  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  bishop  of  Dumblanev  and  the 
four  ministers.  How  it  came  to  be  so  long 
delayed  I  cannot  aoooont  for,  knowing  ao 
further  in  this  matter,  than  the  piqier  about 
it,  come  to  my  hands,  bears.  The  king^^i 
letter  runs,  **  That  by  a  letter  from  the  ardi- 
bishop  of  St  Andrews,  he  finds  that  the 
bishop  of  Dumblane,  now  translated  to  the 
Isles,  presented  an  address  to  the  bishop  of 
St  Andrews,  and  the  other  bishops  witk 
him,  containing  a  declaration  of  his  former 
carriage,  and  an  engagement  for  his  future 
deportment,  that  he  shall  live  in  all  becosi- 
ing  duty  and  faithfulness  to  his  metropoli- 
tan and  brethren ;  and  that  they  have  made 
their  humble  si^plication  to  his  majesty,  for 
extending  his  clemency  to  him,  and  recaliiiig 
the  former  order  for  his  translation  to  the 
bishopric  of  the  Isles.  This  he  declares 
he  is  graciously  pleased  to  grant,  and  ordcn 
the  council  to  take  all  restraints  off  hba: 
and  likewise,  upon  the  account  of  the  duti- 
ful address  of  Messrs  Turner,  Robertson, 
Cant,  and  Hamilton,  ministers,  all  resttwDti 
are  to  be  taken  off  them."  The  council 
appoint  accordingly.  This  is  all  I  know  ai 
to  the  issue  of  this  affair. 

After  the  act  of  intercommnning,  in 
August  this  year,  the  harvest  and  winter 
was  a  time  of  very  hot  persecution  through 
the  country,  and  an  outed  minister  scarce 
might  venture  to  appear.  Several  ministen 
who  had  preached  in  the  south,  retired  to 
Northumberland.  Mr  John  Welsh,  after 
whom  a  most  diligent  inquiry  was  madc^ 
hired  a  house  upon  Tweedside,  where  he  for 
some  time  dwelt  very  pleasantly.  Orden 
came  from  the  king  and  the  bishops'  courtly 
to  banish  the  Scots  fugitives ;  yet  the  Eng- 
lish gentlemen  made  no  great  haste,  and  the 
ministers  sheltered  there  this  winter.  I 
take  it  to  have  been  upon  this  occasion,  that, 
October  12th,  the  council  write  to  the  earl 
of  Hume  to  suppress  the  abounding  con- 
venticles in  Berwickshire,  and  in  the  places 
near  the  English  borders.  Even  in  this 
storm,  some  ministers  kept  at  their  work, 
and  the  soldiers  were  very  busy ;  yet  sevenl 
times  they  were  repulsed.  There  was  at 
this  time  a  conventicle  at  Lillies4eaf  Moor, 
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where  a  party  of  soldiers  were  chased  by  the 
country  people  unarmed.*  I  am  told  the 
commander  of  the  party  was  cashiered  for 
running  away:  and  this  same  harvest  or 
n-inter,  a  company  of  foot  were  obliged  to 
retire,  when  attacking  a  ronventicle  near 
Dumbarton. 

Some  more  particular  persons  I  fiod  under 
hardships  this  year.  I  want  the  particular 
dates,  and  therefore  bring  them  in  here. 
Mr  Andrew  Donaldson,  before  the  restore^ 
tion,  minister  at  Dalgety  in  Fife,  and  now 
an  old  infirm  man,  came  with  his  family  to  live 
at  luTerkeithing,  where  Mr  David  Lauder 
was  episcopal  minister.  This  worthy  old 
man  was  so  cautious,  that  he  would  never 
preach,  either  in  his  own  house  or  any  other, 
in  the  time  of  public  worship.  But  some- 
times on  the  Sabbath  evening,  he  preached 
to  his  own  family,  and  some  others  in  the 
town  did  come  in.  For  no  other  cause 
than  this,  a  party  of  soldiers  came  one  night, 
and  carried  him  ont  of  his  bed,  old  and 
infirm  as  he  was,  straight  away  prisoner  to 
Linlithgow  prison,  where  he  continued  more 


Thli  WAS  a  verv  larc^  iisaemblii|[;e ;    the 
:hflr    Air  John    ISlmrkader.      "  They  had 
EDowlcdge  that  the  sherifF,  and  some  of  the  life- 
fvarditwere  ranging  Lilsly  ( Lillies-LeaO  Muirs 
OD  the  forepart  of  the  day;  apon  which  the  meet- 
ing  lOiifted  their  ground  within  Siellcirkthire, 
thinking  themaelveii  imfe,  being  outof  his  bounds. 
Watdbct  were  set,  and  the  forenoon's  lecture  got 
over  without  disturbance.      About  the  middle 
of  Che  afternoon's  preaching  alarm  was  given 
that  the  aberiflf  and  his  parly  were  hard  at  liand 
TidinK  fast,  whereupon  he,  [the  minister]  closed, 
giving  the  people  a  word  of  composure  against 
fen*.     The  people  all  stood  firm  in  their  places 
without  moTJng.     Two  horses  were  brougiit  for 
the  minister  to  fly  for  his  life,  but  he  refused  to 
go,  and  would  not  withdraw,  seeing  the  people 
kept  their  ground,  and  so  dismissed  the  horses, 
'liie  militia  came  riding  furiously  at  full  gallop, 
and  drew  ap  on  the  burn  brae,  over  against  the 
people,  bat  seeing  them  stand  firm,  they  seemed 
to  be  m  little  damped,  and  would  speak  nothing 
far  a  while.    At  Uiis  moment  ane  bonest  country 
man  cast  a  grev  cloak  about    Mr  Blackader, 
■ad  put  a  brmd  bonnet  on  his  head,  so  he  stood 
in  that  diq^uise  among  the  people  unnoticed  all 
the  time  of  the  tray.      The  sheriff  cried,    '  1 
diarge  you  to  dismiss  in  the  king's  name.'    The 
peopio  answered  raaolutelv  from  several  quarters, 
'  We  are  all  met  here  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
heaven,  to  hear  the  gospel,  and  not  for  harm  to 
any  man.  *     The  sheriff  was  more  damped  seeing 
their  confidence.     He  was  the  laird  of  Heriot. 
His  own  ftister  was  present  at  the  meeting,  and 
■tepping  forth,  in  a  fit  of  passion,  took  his  horse 
by  the  bridle,  dapping  her  bands  and  crying 


than  a  year,  without  any  thing  being 
laid  to  his  charge,  as  we  have  heard. 

Gilbert  M'Uwraith  of  Dinmurchie,  in  the 
parish  of  Barr,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  an  heri- 
tor of  five  hundred  merks  land  rent,  and  a 
considerable  stock  of  money,  beside  his 
moveables  and  plenishing,  was  this  year  in- 
tercommuned,  merely  for  noncompearance 
at  courts,  to  which  he  was  cited  to  bind 
himself  to  conformity.  Many  times  he  was 
searched  for,  but  still  escaped,  and  had  his 
house  frequently  plundered.  In  the  year 
1680,  he  was  forfeited,  with  many  others, 
in  absence,  and  the  gift  of  his  heritage  and 
moveables  was  made  over  to  the  earl  of 
Glencaim,  and  a  transference  was  made  of 
this  to  Edmonston  of  Broich,  and  a  transac- 
tion entered  upon  by  friends  for  his  move- 
ables, and  a  thousand  merks  paid.  Afler- 
M-ards  they  were  again  obliged  to  transact 
ndth  the  laird  of  Milcraig  as  donator,  and 
another  thousand  merks  was  paid  for  the 
moveables,  and  he  was,  by  the  force  of  sol- 
diers, possessed  of  the  house,  lands,  move- 
ables, twice  transacted  for,  bonds,  debts. 


out,  *  Fye  on  ye,  man ;  fye  on  ye ;  the  vengeanre 
of  God  will  overtake  you  fur  marring  hu  good  a 
work:'  whereat  the  sheriff  stood  like  a  man 
astonied.  One  of  the  soldiers  comes  riding  in 
among  the  people,  and  laughing  said,  *  Gentle- 
men and  friends,  we  hope  you  will  do  us  no 
harm.'  litis  was  all  a  pretence— they  had  come 
to  look  for  the  minister,  and  were  edging  nearer 
the  tent ;  but  they  were  ordered  instantly  to  be 
gone,  and  join  their  own  associates,  as  more 
appropriate  companions. 

"  'ihe  people  still  refusing  to  dismiss,  the 
sheriff  called  out  Bennet  laird  of  Chesters,  and 
Tumbull  of  Standhill,  who  were  present  in  the 
congregation,  and  with  them  he  negociute<l  that 
they  would  dismiss  the  meeting,  otherwise  he 
must  use  force.  Accordingly,  at  the  entreaty 
of  Chesters,  they  withdrew.  This  had  more 
influence  with  them  than  all  the  shrritTs 
threatenings.  The  minister  all  this  while  kee|>- 
ing  his  disguise  sat  still  till  all  the  dragoons 
were  gone,  and  then  took  horse  with  a  c«>inpHny 
of  seven  or  eight  gentlemen.  About  twelve  ut 
night  he  reached  Lasswade,  and  got  to  Edin- 
burgh early  in  the  dawning,  about  the  time  of 
the  opening  of  the  ports,  lliis  wan  a  remark- 
able escape,  as  they  had  sought  the  mini{it«>r 
among  the  crowd  during  the  scnfide,  and  paiwed 
often  by  him  without  ever  disrovering  him. 
The  reason  of  his  riding  all  night  was  to  avoid 
danger ;  for  all  the  nobles  and  gentlemen  from 
Edinburgh  were  to  ride  next  day  to  the  race  at 
Caverton-edge,  when  the  roads  to  Teviotdale 
would  be  full  of  them."— Memoirs  of  the  llev. 
John  Blackader,  pp.  191,  192 — EiL 
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and  every  thin^,  till  the  revolii-|  Holland  and  West  Frieeluid^haTiiig^hjidpro- 
loYO.  ^^^  when  the  said  Gilbert,  then  |  posed  to  them,  at  4heir  lart  meeting,  that 
alive,  and  lieutenant  in  the  earl  of  Angus's  the  lords  the  stetes  of  Holland,  hayinf  eon- 
regiment,  intented  a  process  against  the  vened  in  their  states  meetings  had  read  a  mis- 
said  persons,  and,  by  oaths  of  witnesses  sive  of  his  majesty  of  Great  Bntain,  written 
and  writs,  instructed  a  chaige  of  four-  to  the  states  general,  dated  at  White- 
teen  thousand,  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight ,  hall,  the  27th  of  the  preceding  month,  Jui«, 
pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  four  pennies  stilo  vet  oontsining,  that  his  nmjesty  desired 
Scots.  I  do  not  find  he  had  any  restitu- !  that  the  states  goieral  should  effectnsllr 
tion  for  bygones,  though  his  wife  and 
children  were  very  rudely  dealt  with, 
and  thrust  out  of  their  house  with  nothing 
but  the  clothes  on  their  back,  and  an 
infant  in  a  cradle,  and  none  of  their  neigh- 
bours were  permitted  to  harbour  any  of 
them,  till  a  habitation  was  sought  for  by 
the  mother,  besides  the  most  malicious. 


cause  the  persons  of  James  Wallace, 
Forbes,  Robert  M^Waid,  and  John  Otown, 
his  wMjeBtfB  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  being  all  there  convicted  CKf  having 
committed  the  crime  of  lese-majesty,  mi 
having  retired  thonselTea  into  the  prsviace 
of  Holland,  in  pursuance  of  the  trestics 
betwixt  his  said  majesty  and  the  states,  to 


reproachful,  and  blasphemous  language,  unfit    depart   out  of  this  land,  under  the  psins 


here  to  be  repeated;  aU  which  was  proven 
before  the  committee  of  parliament,  after 
the  revolution.  This  account  is  before  me, 
attested. 

To  end  this  year,  so  extensive  and  laige 
was  the  zeal  of  our  managers  against  the 
suffering  presbyterians,  that  it  reached  even 
to  places  out  of  the  king's  dominions.  Ac- 
cordingly, by  the  influence  of  our  primate, 
the  king  is  prevailed  upon  to  write  to  the 
states  general,  to  cause  remove  James  Wal- 
lace, Robert  M'Ward,  and  John  Brown,  out 
of  their  provinces.    This  was  very  hard 


contained  in  the  said  treaties;  and  were 
informed  concerning  this  matter,  that  the 
foresaid  Robert  M*Ward  and  John  Brown, 
had  neithw  been  fugitives  nor  rebels  i^aiast 
his  nugesty,  and  that  such  oonld  not  beoon- 
prehended  under  these  persona,  who^  ood- 
form  to  the  aforesaid  treaties,  must  be  r^ 
moved  out  of  these  lands :  that  it  was  true, 
that  the  foresaid  Robert  M*  Ward  was  im- 
prisoned, and  by  the  king's  advocate  wis 
accused  before  the  parliament  of  Si<:ot]and, 
in  the  year  1661,  of  having  committed  the 
crime  of  lese-majesty,  and  that  therefore  he 


measure,  that  without  any  new  fault  1  can  !  ought  to  be  punbhed :  and  that  he  on  the 
hear  of,  and  for  alleged  crimes  for  which  '  contrary  made  his  defence ;  and  that  the 
they  had  been  sentenced  fourteen  or  sixteen 
years  ago,  and  had  obeyed  the  sentence, 
that  new  difficulties  should  be  put  upon 
them,  and  they  not  be  permitted  to  live 
quietly  in  the  places  whither  they  had  been 
forced  to  go.  When  or  how  James  Wallace 
went  to  Holland  I  have  no  accounts  ;*  of 
the  other  two  we  have  heard.  The  con- 
sideration of  this  made  the  states  reject  this 
unreasonable  proposal,  as  will  best  appear 
by  their  resolution,  which  is  here  insert. 

Extract,  out  of  the  register,  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  high  and  mighty  lords,  the  states 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands, 

"  Die  Veneris,  the  3lst  July,  1676. 
**  The  lords  deputies  of  the  province  of 


Vide  Note,  page  305, 


final  sentence  of  the  foresaid  parliament, 
that  he  should  be  banished  durii^  his  life- 
time, out  of  the  kingdoms  of  ScothuHJ, 
England,  and  Ireland,  and  not  to  zetora 
thither  again  without  his  majesty's  hxn, 
upon  pain  of  death :  that  they  had  caused 
him  to  subscribe  the  foresaid  senteocr, 
and  that  he  having  subscribed  the  mme^ 
without  receiving  a  copy,  was  set  out  of 
prison,  and  upon  the  li^  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1661,  came  to  Rotterdam,  to  take  ap 
his  habitation :  and  that  the  foresaid  Joha 
Brown  being  called  before  his  majesty's 
council,  November  6th,  1662,  compesred 
and  was  put  in  prison;  and  that  he,  after 
some  time,  having  petitioned  for  liberty,  or 
at  least  a  more  huge  imprisonment^  received 
for  answer,  that  he  was  condemned  to  ever- 
lasting banishment,    and  that  there  was 
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nothing  remaining  for  him  to  do,  but  to  give 
bond  to  go  out  of  all  his  majesty's  dominions, 
and  not  to  retnm  without  leave  of  his  ma- 
jesty, upon  pain  of  death ;  and  that  finally 
he  was  resolved  to  do  the  same,  and  having 
given  the  aforesaid  bond,  i»ithout  getting  a 
oopy  of  his  sentence,  was  set  out  of  prison 
the  15th  of  December  the  aforesaid  year : 
and  that  he,  having  had  the  liberty  of  a 
month  to  stay  in  Scotland,  and  afterward 
having  another  month  granted  him,  did, 
upon  the  12th  of  March,  1663,  come  to 
Kotterdam,  and  stay.  And  that  therefore 
the  aforesaid  persons  were  of  opinion  that 
it  should  not  be  imposed  upon  them  to 
remove  out  of  these  provinces^  seeing  they, 
aeoording  to  the  judgment  of  their  own 
judges^  were  to  undergo  no  sorer  punish- 
ment; and  that  they  had  obliged  them  by 
their  own  lumdwrit,  to  no  more  than  to  go 
oat  of  his  majesty's  dominions ;  and  they 
had  finally  satisfied  that  sentence,  by  their 
removal  and  abode  out  of  his  majesty's 
kingdoms,  and  therefore  neither  should  nor 
ou^t  to  be  further  disquieted. 

"  Whereupon  it  being  deliberate,  it  was 
found  good  and  resolved,  that  knowledge  of 
the  aforesaid  should  be  given  to  the  lord 
Bemiingen,  ambassador  for  the  states  at  the 
court  of  England :  that  a  letter  should  be 
directed  to  him,  desiring  him  to  assure  his 
majesty,  that  the  states  general  are  fuUy 
resolved  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  treaties 
betwixt  his  majesty  and  this  state;  but 
withal,  that  they  do  not  believe  that  his 
majesty  will  impose  upon  them,  to  put  away 
persons  who  had  the  misfortune  to  fidl  un- 
der his  disgrace;  and  having  compeared  be- 
fore his  judges,  and  whose  utmost  sentence 
was  to  banish  out  of  his  majesty's  domin- 
ions, did,  conform  to  their  sentence,  remove 
out  of  them :  and  that  the  lord  Benningen 
shall,  in  the  best  and  discreetest  manner, 
wave  the  forementioned  matter,  as  being  in 
the  highest  prejudicial  to  this  land." 

This  paper  is  an  authentic  translation  of 
the  original,  and  allowances  must  be  made 
for  the  difference  of  style  in  our  language 


1676. 


placed  before  the  other  two.  I  am 
informed  by  a  good  hand  since, 
that  this  was  c<4onel  WaUace;  and  Mr 
Brown,  in  his  information  given  in  at  this 
time,  put  this  alignment  in  for  him.  *<  As 
for  Mr  Wallace,  it  may  be  remembered, 
he  is  an  able  and  expert  soldier,  and  may 
raise  new  tumults  in  the  king's  dominions, 
if  he  should  not  be  suffered  to  lurk  here, 
where  he  can  do  no  harm."  However, 
it  seems  they  saw  good  to  overlook  him. 
Thus  this  foreign  persecution  ended,  as  Ceut 
as  I  know. 

CHAP.  XII. 

OF  THE  SUFFKRINGS  OF  FRESBtTERIAN'S 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1677. 

IVIatter  comes  in  so  throng  upon 
me  this  year  and  the  following,  that  ^' '* 
I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  it,  so  as  the 
reader  may  have  any  tolerable  view  of  the 
black  period  of  oppression  and  persecution 
this  summer,  and  especially  in  the  close  of 
the  year,  and  beginning  of  the  next,  by  the 
Highland  host.  For  some  time,  as  we  have 
heard,  the  course  of  persecution  has  been 
carried  on,  with  a  severity  that  would  have 
tempted  almost  any  party  to  run  to  extremi- 
ties; and  yet  the  carriage  of  presbyterians 
continues  still  lo^'al  and  peaceable,  even 
when  their  conventicles  are  most  numerous. 
And  when  nothing  really  irregular  can  be 
fiistened  upon  them,  after  the  vast  numbers 
of  prosecutions  this  spring  and  summer,  un- 
reasonable impositions  are  put  upon  heri- 
tors; and,  upon  their  declining  them,  the 
story  of  a  designed  insurrection  is  trumped 
up,  most  groundlessly  and  maliciously:  and 
upon  this  the  barbarous  Highlanders  are 
hounded  out  upon  the  west. 

The  order  I  have  kept  for  some  preceding 
years,  will  need  to  be  altered  this  year,  that 
the  reader  may  have  the  chain  of  the  facts 
that  preceded  the  sending  down  of  the  High- 
landers, the  better  in  his  eye.  And  I  shall 
give  some  general  accounts  of  affiurs  this 


and  the  Low  Dutch.  No  notice  is  taken  of'  year,  and  then  the  particular  prosecutions 
James  Wallace :  whether  this  be  colonel  and  sufferings  of  ministers,  noblemen,  gentle- 
Wallace,  or  a  minister  of  that  name,  I  know  men,  and  others.  Next,  I  will  take  a  view  of 
not;  hot  I  imagine  it  is  the  colonel,  because  the  procedure  of  the  council  and  government, 
II.  I  «  X 
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against  cooventicles  in  general,  and 
^^'  presbyterians,  which  will  lead  me 
into  more  immediate  inlets  to,  and  pre- 
parations for  the  coming  down  of  the  High- 
land host  These  will  be  the  subject  of 
four  sections. 


SECT.  I. 

Contaming  a  more  general  view  of  the  state  of 
presbyterians  this  year,  with  some  partis 
culars  which  come  not  so  weU  in  upon  the 
foUotoing  sections. 

That  I  may  not  pass  by  some  matters  of 
fact  which  come  not  so  well  under  the  suc- 
ceeding sections,  I  shall  here  take  a  short 
view  of  the  condition  of  presbyterian  min- 
isters this  year,  and  the  indulged  in  parti- 
cular, and  then  hint  at  some  few  other 
things  upon  this  period. 

The  ministers  who  had  been  busiest  at 
conventicles,  were  forced  to  retire  last  year; 
and  this  spring  they  came  back,  though  a 
good  many  continued  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
and  England,  and  in  both  were  a  sweet 
savour  unto  Christ  in  many.  In  Cumber- 
land and  Northumberland,  Messrs  John 
Welsh,  Samuel  Amot,  Gabriel  Semple, 
John  Scot  of  Hawick,  and  others,  were 
very  useful  instruments  among  many  rude 
and  ignorant  people,  who  were  some  way 
fiillow  ground,  and  scarce  had  the  gospel 
preached  to  them  before. 

In  the  entry  of  this  year,  there  was  a 
pretty  large  meeting  of  presbyterian  minis- 
ters at  Edinburgh,  indulged  and  not  in- 
dulged. Mr  Ralph  Rogers  was  chosen  mo- 
derator. I  have  seen  some  very  warm 
papers  from  Holland,  full  of  heat  against 
this  meeting  (as  I  take  it,  for  they  do  not 
name  the  year),  as  a  pretended  general  as- 
sembly :  but  they  never  assumed  any  power 
of  this  kind  to  themselves,  and  did  nothing 
I  can  find,  but  what  was  competent  for  a 
meeting  of  brethren  that  was  occasional,  and 
for  consultation,  and  the  mutual  strength- 
ening of  one  another's  hands,  and  never 
claimed  the  powers  of  the  supreme  judica- 
tory of  this  church.  Very  reasonably  indeed 
they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  sen- 
tcnces  inOicted  in  the  year  1661,  by  the 


brethren  for  the  poblio  retotutions,  in  some 
synods,  upon  several  worthy  ministers  on 
the  other  side,  ought  to  be  taken  off.  Mr 
Hugh  Kennedy,  Mr  William  Crichlon,  both 
of  them  since  the  revolution  ministers  in 
Edinburgh,  Mr  Edward  Jamieson,  and  some 
others,  against  whom  the  malice  of  some 
noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  apostate  mimsten 
had  mostly  run,  were  among  this  number. 
They  gave  it  likewise  as  their  advice  to  their 
brethren  in  the  country,  which  probably  oc- 
casioned the  warm  reflections  from  beyond 
sea,  that  the  indulged  ministers  ought  to  m- 
vite  their  brethren  who  were  not  indulged, 
to  preach  with  them,  as  opportunity  offered; 
and  that  the  indulged  should  likewise,  m 
they  are  called,  and  the  case  of  the  country 
required,  preach  up  and  down,  and  not  ood- 
tine  themselves  only  to  their  own  pnlpits. 
This  I  know  Mr  Gabriel  Cuninghjun,  Mr 
Patrick  Simpson,  and  several  others  I  could 
name,  did.  Likewise  they  had  long  reason- 
ings, and  no  small  debates  about  the  ques- 
tion of  indefinite  ordination ;  whether  in  toe 
present  persecuted  and  oppressed  stake  ef 
the  church,  ministers  might  be  ordained 
without  a  call  and  invitation  from,  or  the 
present  prospect  of  settlement  in  a  particular 
congregation.  Several  papers  upon  this 
subject  pro  and  con  were  handed  about  at 
this  time,  wherein  this  question  is  handM 
with  abundance  of  solidity  and  leanung. 
I  am  told  the  most  part  of  the  meeting 
were  for  the  negative ;  but  a  considerable 
number  being  for  the  affirmative,  no  con- 
clusion was  come  to.  I  have  by  me  Bfr 
James  Kirkton*s  essay,  and  some  papers  of 
Mr  Bro^ini's,  for  the  affirmative  in  this  de- 
bate, and  a  pretty  large  essay  of  Mr  John 
Baird,  who  opposes  indefinite  ordination. 
They  are  too  large  to  be  insert 

Mr  John  Welsh,  and  a  good  many  others, 
returned  to  the  south  and  west  in  the  spring, 
after  last  year's  storm,  and  conventicles  were 
very  frequent  and  common.  A  considerable 
part  of  the  nation  wholly  disowned  the  epis- 
copal clergy  and  church ;  and  the  severe  taws 
against  preaching  of  the  gospel  were  not  ex- 
ecuted, because  of  the  multitude  of  offen- 
ders, except  as  to  some  particular  persons, 
of  whom  in  the  next  section,  who  fell  inte 
theclutche  of  the  persecutors.  Public  cits- 
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tioDft  of  ministers  and  hearers  were  giren 
much  over,  seeiin^  nobody  compeared,  know- 
ing that  the  best  measure  they  could  expect 
m-aa  the  Bass,  whither  all  were  sent  who 
could  be  catched. 

The  two  couTenticles  which  were  mostly 
noticed,  and  grating  to  the  prelates  this 
summer,  were  that  at  Eckford  in  Teviotdale, 
and  in  Maybole  parish  in  the  shire  of  Ayr, 
beside  the  water  of  Gir^-an.*  At  this  last 
Mr  Archibald  RiddeL  Mr  John  WeUh,  Mr 
Andrew  Morton,  Mr  Patrick  Warner,  Mr 
George  Barclay,  and  a  good  many  other 
ministers,  did  celebrate  the  sacrament  of  the 
supper  in  the  fields ;  and  there  were  many 
thousands  of  people  present,  and  Tery  much 
success  attended  the  word  preached  there. 
The  people  were  encouraged  to  follow  the 
gospel  when  they  saw  their  own  numbers; 
and  indeed  they  regarded  the  present  laws 
DO  further  than  the  nature  and  reasons  of 
them  discovered  their  equity  and  righteous- 
ness. A  price  being  set  upon  Mr  John 
Welsh  his  head,  he  traTelled  still  with  some 
of  his  friends  with  him,  armed  for  their  own 
and  his  defence.  The  conformable  clergy 
BMignified  these  meetings,  and  made  a  terrible 
clamour,  as  if  the  whole  of  the  presbyterians 
had  been  in  arms;  and  the  bishops  took  the 
hint,  and  give  out  that  an  insurrection  was 
designed,  when,  in  truth,  there  was  nothing 
like  this  projected.  However,  the  clergy  by 
their  lies  and  stories  compassed  their  end, 
and  got  new  bonds  pressed,  and  severities 
exereised,  as  we  shall  hear. 

Not  very  much  offers  this  year,  as  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  indulged.  Several 
things  concurred  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
tVe  divisions,  which  broke  ont  next  year, 
and  especially  before  the  rising  at  Both  weU. 
Robert  Hamilton,  brother  to  the  laird  of 
Preston,  a  gentleman  we  shall  meet  with 
after  this,  who,  in  his  youth,  was  said  to  be 
none  of  the  strictest  practice,  and  had  of 
late  set  up  with  more  than  ordinary  zeal 


•  In  tb«  Life  of  Mr  Blackader.  pp.  182—189, 
there  i«  a  rerj  fraphical  description  of  this  con- 
venticle. Had  oar  space  jiermitted,  we  would 
have  quoted  it  at  length.  We  beg  to  refer  our 
FMiliii  to  thp  whole  of  Mr  Crichton's  work,  aa 
A  most  valuable  piece  of  biography,  and  admi- 
rably illnatrative  of  eoveiiauting  timet.— i?e/. 


against  prelacy  and  other  corrup- 
tions, together  with  Mr  Richard  '^^'^' 
Cameron,  and  other  probationers  for  the 
ministry,  and  some  others  of  greater  weight 
than  any  of  them,  joined  in  promoting  a 
separation  from  all  who  had  accepted  the 
indulgence :  but  I  shall  leave  this  melancholy 
subject,  till  I  give  it  altogether  in  its  own 
place,  when  it  came  to  a  greater  bearing. 
It  is  the  treatment  of  the  indulged  from 
the  council,  I  shall  here  a  little  hint  at 

Upon  the  7th  of  March,  Mr  Alexander 
Hamilton,  formerly  confined  to  Dalmeny,  is 
ordered  by  the  council  to  remove  to  Dalser^ 
and  allowed  to  exercise  his  ministry  there, 
upon  the  former  terms  given  to  the  rest. 
The  particular  occasion  of  this  allowance  I 
know  not  fully ;  but  I  am  informed,  that  a 
good  many  serious  people  used  to  go  out  of 
Edinburgh  to  Dalmeny,  to  hear  Mr  Hamil- 
ton, which  grated  the  bishop  and  his  party 
there  very  much. 

Upon  the  2d  of  May,  the  council  pass  an 
act,  discharging  all  the  outed  ministers,  who 
did  not  enter  into  their  confinement  in  the 
year  167:if,  to  enter  now  into  any  churches, 
and  declare  they  will  indulge  no  more  in 
time  to  come,  but  will  take  care  the  kirks  of 
such  who  die,  or  are  removed,  be  planted 
with  regular  ministers.  This  act  was  very 
much  kept,  as  fiu*  as  I  have  remarked,  and 
in  a  few  years  the  prelates  got  rid  of  these 
worthy  men,  so  much  their  eyesore,  as  we 
shall  hear.  However,  every  rule  hath  its 
exceptions,  especially  when  any  of  their 
friends  were  concerned;  and  so  I  find, 
August  7th,  Mr  Anthony  Murray  is  in- 
dulged to  the  parish  of  Ciurstairs,  Mr  Greig, 
formerly  indulged  there,  being  turned  out 

A  good  number  of  the  induced  ministers, 
and  such  as  had  been  named  in  the  act,  were 
cited  to  appear  before  the  council,  in  August 
this  year.  By  a  list  before  me,  I  find  the 
following  ministers  cited  to  Thursday  August 
4lh,  Mr  Matthew  M'Kail,  minister  formeriy 
at  Both  well,  Mr  James  Curric  at  Shots, 
Mr  John  Semple,  Mr  William  Wisheart  at 
Kinnel,  Mr  Robert  Fleming,  Mr  Gilbert 
Hall,  Mr  John  Park  at  Stranraer,  Mr  Pa- 
trick  Anderson,  Mr  Thomas  Hogg.  The 
ministers  cited  to  August  1 1th,  Thursday 
after  the  former,  are  Mr  James  Hamlhonax. 
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at  Ganphaim,  Mr  Robert  Lockhart,  Mr 
Almrandtr  Moncrieff  at  Scone,  Mr  Alex- 
ander Strang^  at-  The  reason  of 
thia  almost  general  citation  I  know  not,  onl j 
it  is  probable  it  was  upon  information  g^vcn 
of  their  not  keepings  the  roles.  The  coun- 
cil-register bean  nothin^^  of  it :  bnt  upon 
August  7th,  I  find  Mr  James  Currie  before 
the  council,  and  challenged  for  being  at  a 
conventicle.  He  acknowledges  he  was  there, 
and  the  reason  was,  it  was  in  the  comer  of 
his  own  parish,  and  he  went  thither  to 
expostulate  with  the  preacher,  for  with- 
drawing his  people  from  him,  and  is  dis- 
missed. A  good  number  named  in  this  list 
never  accepted  the  indulgence,  though 
named  in  the  act ;  and  all  cited  here  are  not 
even  in  the  act  I  find,  the  foresaid  day, 
the  council  call  Mr  James  Greig,  who  is 
not  among  those  in  the  list;  and  he  not 
compearing,  they  declare  his  indulgence  is 
forfeited,  and  he  is  discharged  to  preach 
any  more  in  Carstairs. 

At  the  same  time  the  council  being 
informed,  that  the  indulged  ministers  do  not 
keep  their  instructions,  "  Order  a  new  copy 
of  them  to  be  sent  to  each  of  them,  with 
certification,  that,  if  they  break  them,  they 
shall  be  immediately  turned  out,  and  further 
censured."    This  seems  to  have  been  Uie 


^^Ma^w^        ^^       ^n««««i 


i«««ft«W»l  V\J^T% 


^%^\^nr*w%^%^%% 


tions  granted  to  the  persona  then  o 
the  council,  are  a  little  more  fkvoc 
the  indulged;  and  the  council 
**  That  the  indulged  ministers  aha] 
put  to  a  necessity  of  seeking  yearly  i 
for  their  stipends,  but  the  herit^M* 
parishes  where  they  serve  are  an 
and  appointed  to  pay  them  their  i 
according  as  they  serve  the  cure,  in 
in  part  And  it  is  hereby  declared 
any  of  these  indulged  ministerB 
found  to  contravene  the  instruct! 
council  win  proceed  against  them 
shall  see  occasion.  And  it  is  hereby 
mended  to  the  respective  oomnii 
to  see  them  keep  their  confinemeni 
report  if  they  find  them  transgress, 
is  all  I  meet  with  concerning  the  i 
this  year. 

We  heard  formerly  of  the  contests 
the  two  dukes ;  and,  January  6th  t] 
I  find  a  letter  from  tlie  king  to  the 
making  void  all  the  conmiissiona  a1 
militia,  formerly  granted  to  the 
Hamilton,  which  no  doubt  they  tool 
intimate  to  him. 

In  June  or  July  the  duke  of  La 
and  his  dutchess  came  down  to  £ 
and  one  of  the  dutchess's  daughten 
Lionel  Talmash  her  first  husband,  is 


L^   aU-.     1 J     T   ^, 
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dHurqiui  of  Athole*i  eldest  eon;  but  that 

pfO|6Ct  flBlflgW0a 

The  prabTterian  ministen  in  Olaagow, 
I^ueley,  Lrrine,  and  Hamilton,  when  thej 
had  the  aoooonti  of  the  duke's  coming  down, 
fomid  it  proper  to  make  trial  of  an  address 
to  hn  graoe  in  fitvours  of  nonconformists ; 
and  the  Rev.  Mr  Blatthew  Crawford,  from 
whmn  I  had  this  passage,  was  pitched  upon 
to  go  into  Edinburgh,  and  there,  with  the 
help  of  the  Rev.  Bfr  John  Carstairs,  he 
proGored  a  meeting  of  the  ministers  there- 
about ;  who  relishing  the  motion  from  the 
weaty  employed  Mr  Anthony  Murray,  a 
relation  of  the  duchess  of  Lauderdale,  and 
he  got  access  to  the  duke,  and  humbly 
pressed  that  his  grace  would  be  pleased 
to  interpose  with  the  king,  for  the  taking 
off  the  sentences  of  intercommuning  laid 
npon  so  many  ministers,  and  the  roleasiDg 
their  brethren  in  the  Bass,  and  other  places 
of  confinement;  and  begging  that  they 
might  have  access  to  meet  together  under 
his  grace's  connivance,  for  dranving  a  sup- 
plication to  the  king's  majesty.  All  the 
return  Mr  Murray  had  from  the  duke,  was, 
that  as  for  himself  he  was  ready  to  do  him 
any  kindness  that  lay  in  his  power,  but 
would  grant  no  favour  to  that  party,  being 
(aa  he  was  pleased  to  say)  unworthy  of  any.* 
From  this  plain  answer,  the  ministers 
concluded  that  evil  was  determined  against 
them ;    and  so  indeed  it  proved ;  and  we 


■U  duty  and  love  to  me  as  their  father ;  which 
1  cannot  expect  in  the  circumstances  tbey  haye 
been  in  hitherto,  living  with  a  mother  in  those 
terms  with  me,  and  who  never  in  her  life  showed 
them  rither  the  example  of  good  nature  or  duty 
to  their  parent ;  and  who  affrays  carries  herself. 
to  her  children  to  an  extreme  one  side  or  other, 
by  too  much  fondness  or  too  much  severity." 
Sute  Papers,  p.  2S6.^Ed, 

•  Law,  in  his  Memorials,  says,  that  Lauder- 
dale, when  tried  by  some  ministers  whether  it 
vrould  please  him  to  accept  of  an  address  from 
the  presbyterian  party,  declared  that  he  had 
once  burnt  his  fingers  that  gate  else,  but  resolv- 
ed he  would  do  so  no  more,  and  showed  them 
that  the  laws  woold  be  put  with  all  Tigour  in 
execution  against  recusants.  Lauderdale  not- 
witlistanding  of  this  was  rather  a  favourite  with 
Law,  who  affirms  **  that  he  wus  truly  a  man  of 
m  great  spirit,  great  parts,  great  wit,  a  moat  dar- 
ing noan,  and  a  man  of  great  success,  and  did 
more  without  the  sword  than  Oliver  Cromwell, 
the  great  usurper,  did  with  it ;  was  a  man  very 
national,  and  truly  the  honour  of  our  Scots  iia- 


shall  hear  in  the  beginning  of 
August,  new  and  severe  prodanu^ 
tions  and  impositions  on  presbyterians  were 
agreed  npon  and  emitted.  But  next  council 
day,  when  a  good  many  of  the  lords  repre- 
sented, that  the  pressing  of  the  bond  would 
ruin  their  tenants,  and  lay  their  lands  waste, 
the  duke  began  to  talk  of  a  third  indulgence, 
and  that  pretty  openly ;  yea,  came  the  length 
of  signifying,  by  my  lord  Melville,  to  several 
presbyterian  ministers,  his  inclinations  this 
way:  and  commissioners  were  sent  from 
several  comers  in  the  country,  to  advise 
upon  a  supplication  to  the  king.  When 
this  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  two 
archbishops,  they  complained  very  heavily 
to  the  duke;  and  I  am  informed  his  return 
was,  that  he  intended  no  liberty  to  presby- 
terians at  all,  but  it  was  convenient  to  keep 
them  in  hopes,  till  he  got  forces  raised  to 
suppress  them,  and  keep  them  in  order; 
and  he  alleged  they  were  at  present  so 
numerous,  as  they  could  not  be  meddled 
with  without  hazard  to  the  peace  of  the 
country.  In  the  council  at  this  time  the 
prelates'  party  were  strong;  the  chancellor, 
Linlithgow,  Mar,  Glencaim,  Ross,  and 
Halton,  were  violently  against  any  favour 
to  presbyterians.  Argyle,  the  president. 
Stairs,  Sir  Thomas  Wallace  of  Craigie,  and 
a  few  more,  were  for  moderate  measures ; 
but  nothing  was  done.  Upon  the  4th  of 
September,  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Rose- 


tion  for  wit  and  murts.*'  Memorials,  pp.  196, 
65.  Such  is  Law  s  character  of  Lauderdale,  a 
a  man  who  possessed  not  one  good  quality,  and 
whose  very  name  reflects  infiimy  on  his  country. 
Mr  Laing  gives  a  fair  duuncter  of  this  minister, 
when  he  represents  him  as  unprincipled,  and  as 
attached  to  the  covenant  first,  and  arterwards  to 
the  court,  from  one  and  the  same  considera- 
tion, namely,  ambition.  '*  His  manners  were 
coarse,  boisterous,  and  unsuitable  to  the  fastidi- 
ous refinement  of  a  court.**  With  good  talents 
and  extensive  learning  **  His  temper  was  darlc 
and  vindictive,  incapable  of  friendship,  mean  and 
abject  to  his  superiors,  haughty  and  t\Tannicai 
to  his  inferiors ;  and  his  judgment  seldom  cor- 
rect or  just,  was  obstinate  in  error,  and  irre- 
claimable by  advice.  Ills  passions  were  furious 
and  ungovernable,  unless  when  his  interest  or 
his  ambition  Interposed.  His  violence  was  ever 
prepared  to  suggest  or  to  execute  the  most  des- 
perate councils ;  this  ready  compliance  preserved 
bis  credit  with  the  king,  till  his  faculties  were 
visibly  impaired  with  age.**  Laing's  History, 
vol.  ii.  p.  32.— AU 
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haugli,  vn  adiiHttcd  a  fnvj  codd- 
And  muuh  almnt  thu 
tinw.  Sir  John  Niibct  of  Dirieton,  who 
lud  been  advocate  to  tfaa  king  time 
■Mm;  yeara,  i»  tamed  out  of  hi»  post,  >oa>e 
aaj  upon  a  very  aordid  reaMn,f  and  Sir 
tieor^  in  October  this  year,  put  in  bia 
loom,  who  WBB  a  very  great  inatrument  in 
the  after  aeTerities  again«t  presbyteriana, 
sad  waa  acarce  erer  g^iilty  of  moderating 
any  banh  proceediaga  againat  them  in  the 
eyei  of  the  prelate*  themielves. 

At  the  aame  diet  of  council,  a  letter  come* 
down  from  the  king-,  of  the  date  Auguat 
V4th,  signifying,  that  in  time  to  come  be 


■  Sir  C.  M'Krnzia  ol'  Roiehaiigb  mi  ctr- 
talnlfs  man  ofulinti,  uid  one  of  the  DKnt 
■uiTHt  UdeHiIi  wrilm  of  hla  dmy.  He  wm  a 
natixof  Dundfc,  when  be  wh  bum  in  1636. 
Hehtdhiirduutlon  partly  at  the  univfnillM 
nr  AberdHn  and  Si  Andirm,  and  ptrttr  ■* 
Bourgn  in  France.  He  wu  a  diitiuiuiihed 
pleader  at  the  ScdKlih  b«r,  where  nnearhii 

maniul*  of  Argj^le  Id 

lotherankof.    

wu,  in  lert, 

19T7,  one  of  the  lorda  of  the  prlvf 
Scotland.    Is  tbia  capaclljr  Sir  Gearge  certainly 
did  not  temper  hii  •ei'erity  "- 

wr,  with ^-"^ " 


"puWic  p 


bloud-Ihinily  adiDoite,  and  tbe  penecutor  <  of  tlie 
iiinu  of  Gnd,'  wu  to  a  grrat  degree  merited  by 
the  crueiliei  which  he  eierciied  agalDst  Iha 
rovenanten."  In  1G»<  he  oppowd  In  coancil 
tbE  proptued  iddrea*  to  the  prince  of  Onnge  ; 
and  Bndiiig  that  hi*  adbennce  to  the  eiUed  fa- 
mily could  be  of  no  avail,  he  reiigned  all  bli 
ofll.'eo  mid  n-lired  to  enjoy  literary  eaK  in  tbe 
untveniiyafOiford.  In  [bat  eeminaryhe  waa 
by  hvDur,  admlttrd  ai  a  uuiletU  on  lid  June, 
IGRO,  buldiedin  London  in  the  ■priitE  folluw- 
Id(.  He  wa«  author  of  many  worlia,  Ic^i,  po- 
litical, and  literary.  Hin  "  Hiilory  of  the 
affHin  of  Scotland''  waa  found  by  the  Rtv.  Dr 
M'Crie,  in  IPSO,  and  immedlalely  publiJied 
under  the  able  inipec^on  of  Thomai  1'haiD»n, 
Etn-  odTrKBle.  lie  had  the  bonour  of  founding 
Ibe  advocatea'  library  in  IBBO  ;  and  thii  ia,  pcr- 
hap*,  bia  beat  claim  lo  a  [rateful  remembraace. 


"  Sir  Jolin    Niabet,  a  peraon  nf 
'enal  learning,  havlnt  dieobligHl 
e   procured  a  Tetter  to  thi 


fail  faaTing  coniulted  n™  el  eon.  In  the  case  be- 
twixt the  lord  chancellor  and  lord  Melvlllr, 
KHicrniing  the  biilzie  of  tbe  «taU  of  Leven." 
M-Kenzie'a  iliatory  of  Scotland,  p.  324.  Tiila 
iaqulry.  It  would  appear.  Sir  John  waa  unirill- 
ing  (o  T-un  (be  hazard  oi^  and  to  aroid  Itdemll- 

uahh  petu—£d. 


appointi  the  chanceUor,  aegielMy,!! 
depntav  tA  lord  privy  Mai,  to  be  inqnitcd 
if  they  wem  willii^  tfan*  to  take  their 
comnimom,  which  it  aMmc  they  tanaeAf 
had  dunmte  vita,  out  iMwmiemU  o^po. 
We  need  not  doubt  what  their  anawer  w^ 
when  the  king*a  will  king  rinoe  waa  de- 
clared lo  be  their  law.  Their  consent  ii 
registrate,  to  this  alteration,  in  tbe  ooniKit- 
booka.  Thia,  among  other  thinga,  waa  a 
great  handle  for  promoting  the  aibitnjy 
counei  of  thii  period,  and  a  good  mtan  to 
make  all  the  ioferior  ofScen  entirely  de- 
pend upon  him  who  had  the  king**  car: 
and  yet,  as  is  naual,  all  tbeae  atretdwi 
were  turned  againat  the  duke  of  lAudotlale, 
who  contrived  them  for  hii  own  eatabliab- 

Towardt  the  end  of  October,  the  covndl 
receive  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Lander- 
dale,  acqoainting  tbem  with  the  demgned 
marriage  betwixt  the  prince  of  Onnge  and 

j  lady  Alary ;  and  they  write  a  letter  to  tha 
king  full  of  compliment  upon  thia  design 

I  and  tell  him,  they  cannot  expren  the  gred- 
nesa  of  that  h^pinesa  they  promiae  thei»' 
selves  from  that  alliance,  which  brings  a* 
much  support  to  the  royal  family,  and  tbe 
protestant  churches;  and  they  command 
public  rejoidnga  in  the  city  of  Edinboigh 
for  this.  Perhaps,  had  some  of  them  knowv 
what  waa  to  come  out  of  that  anspicioo 
match,  they  would  gorce  have  been  so  for- 
ward. It  was  indeed  the  only  bow  we  had 
in  our  cloud,  in  all  this  dark  period.  And 
the  reader  will  be  ready  enough  toobaerr^ 
though  I  should  not  put  him  in  mind  of  i^ 
that  eiuce  the  union  of  the  crowna,  the  fa- 
mily of  the  StiutrtB  have  been  great  ble*- 
ings  lo  these  kingdoms,  in  the  nurriagfS 
they  made  with  protestant  princes,  yea,  ta 
the  whole  of  the  reformed  churches;  and 
it  is  to  these  we  owe  first  the  glorious  revo- 
lution, and  then  the  happy  settlement  </ 
the  protestant  succession  in  the  family  rf 
Hanover.  Anil  upon  the  other  hand,  their 
matches  n-ith  papists  have  been  as  great 
plagues,  and  once  and  again  brought  tia  and 
our  holy  religion  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 

No  other  tiling  offers,  but  what  will  cone 
in  on  the  following  sectionB,  nnleai  it  bi^ 
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that  upon  the  fint  of  Noyember,  the  com- 
mittee of  public  mffiun,  who  haTe  now  the 
moet  part  of  what  before  was  the  uptaking 
work  of  the  council  upon  their  baud,  report 
to  the  council  that  they  had  appointed  two 
men  to  be  soouiged,  for  a  riot  on  the  min- 
ister of  Torphichen,  and  two  more  for  a  riot 
on  the  minister  of  fiorrowstounness;  and 
the  council  approve  of  this,  and  greater 
things  than  this,  as  we  shall  hear,  done  hj 
them. 

SECT.  n. 

Of  the  parHcidar  hardships  put  upon  the 
presbyterian  ministers,  noblemen,  and  gen- 
tiemen,  this  year  1677. 

The  shortness  of  the  former  section  is  like 
to  be  more  than  made  up  bj  the  length  of 
this  and  the  following,  where  a  very  great 
heap  of  particular  sufferings  of  many  worthy 
persons  presents  itself.  I  shall  begin  with 
the  ministers  who  this  year  came  to  their 
hands  who  managed  the  persecution,  and 
then  giye  some  accounts  of  persons  of 
quality,  and  others,  in  order  of  time  they 
wer^  attacked. 

I  may  well  begin  this  account  with  the 
irapriaonment  and  sufferings  of  that  excel- 
lent and  pious  minister,  and  the  represen- 
tatiTO  of  a  good  family,  Mr  James  Fraaer  of 
Bne,  which  I  shall  give  the  reader  mostly 
finom  his  own  distinct  and  pointed  account 
of  them  in  his  Life,  of  which  he  hath  left  a 
laige  narratiye  in  manuscript  under  the 
borrowed  name  of  Philocris,a  copy  of  which 
from  the  original  is  before  me ;  and  I  shall 
here  and  afterward giyeapretty  large  extract 
firom  it  This  worthy  person  met  with 
sereral  hardships  in  the  preceding  years; 
citations  to  appear  before  the  council  in  a 
day  or  two  after  he  was  married,  timed  just 
out  of  malice  to  vex  him  and  his  spouse, 
which,  with  his  being  dedared  ftigitive,  1 
must  pass,  as  what  would  take  up  much 
room.  We  heard  before  he  is  among  the 
list  of  ministers,  who,  about  two  years  ago, 
were  intercommuned.  It  may  be  worth  the 
while  to  take  notice  of  some  of  his  remarks 
on  this  part  of  his  lot  He  obseryes,  **  That 
the  bishops  and  other  wicked  men  found. 


that  by  all  the  former  branches  of 
their  seyerities,  the  number  of  dis-  *"''• 
senters  increased  upon  their  baud ;  and,being 
fretted  with  this,  bethought  themselyes  of  the 
expedient  of  interoommuning  the  most  active 
ministers  and  professors,  and  stooped  veiy 
low,  even  to  carriers  of  salt,  as  Robert  Kirk  in 
the  Mill  of  Forth ;  and  went  the  length  of 
three  or  four  hundred  in  the  first  and  second 
intercommuning.  He  remarks,  that  mur- 
derers and  traitors  till  now  used  only  to  be 
intercommuned,  and  that  by  this  method 
the  persecutors  hoped  to  keep  the  people 
from  them,  and  to  force  them  to  leave  the 
land,  or  make  them  coy-ducks  to  ensnare 
others.**  He  had  preached  at  field^con- 
venticles,  and  was,  in  his  sentiments,  against 
hearing  the  episcopal  ministers,  and  very 
much  popular,  which  some  of  his  friends 
uiged  against  his  being  put  in  with  others 
in  the  letters  of  interconmiuning ;  but  the 
prelates  were  positive  to  have  him  in :  he 
adds,  **  That  for  all  the  great  hopes  con- 
ceived from  this  harsh  step,  their  counsels 
were  turned  to  foUy,  and  never  one  whom 
he  cared  for  shunned  his  conversation  after 
this  sentence ;  and  even  such  who  had  no 
regard  to  religion,  entertained  him  as  freely 
and  friendly  as  ever;  yea,  he  notices,  that 
it  was  when  under  this  utmost  sentence, 
that  he  got  the  most  of  the  encumbnmces 
off  his  estate,  and  his  civil  business  cleared 
and  settled ;  and  that  he  did  not  hear  of 
any  interconmiuned  persons  who  were  pre- 
judged, only  the  bishops  were  more  univer- 
sally hated,  as  the  authors  of  so  rigorous 
courses,  and  the  whole  land  groaned  the 
more  to  be  delivered  from  them." 

After  two  years  and  a  halTs  continuance 
under  this  sentence,  during  which  he 
preached  as  he  had  opportunity,  the  pre- 
lates used  all  their  interest  to  catch  him, 
knowing  he  was  a  rigid  nonconformist,  and 
had  no  freedom  to  have  any  communion  with 
their  church ;  and,  as  he  expresses  himself, 
imagining  he  was  a  man  of  some  parts,  and 
very  active  in  keeping  up  the  schism,  as  they 
called  it,  and  stirred  up  the  council  against 
him  in  particular,  as  a  person  of  disloyal 
principles  and  practices ;  of  which  he  fiilly 
vindicated  himself,  as  we  shall  hear ;  and  he 
was  one  of  three,  for  the  %v^Y»Vv»TASsii^  ^ 
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haiigb,  was  admitted  a  privy  coud- 
*  Mllor.*  And  much  about  this 
time,  Sir  John  Nisbet  of  Dirieton,  who 
had  been  advocate  to  the  king  these 
many  years,  is  turned  out  of  his  post,  some 
say  upon  a  very  sordid  reason,^  and  Sir 
George,  in  October  this  year,  put  in  his 
room,  who  was  a  very  great  instrument  in 
the  after  seventies  against  presb3rterians, 
«nd  was  scarce  ever  guilty  of  moderating 
any  harsh  proceedings  against  them  in  the 
eyes  of  the  preUtes  themselves. 

At  the  same  diet  of  council,  a  letter  comes 
down  from  the  king,  of  the  date  August 
li^4th,  signifying,  that  in  time  to  come  he 
was  resolved  to  give  no  commissions  to  any 


*  Sir  G.  M'Kenzie  of  KnaehRUgh  wm  cer- 
tainly a  noHn  of  talents,  and  one  of  the  moat 
florrect  English  writen  of  hit  day.  He  waa  a 
native  of  Dundee,  where  he  was  horn  in  1696. 
He  had  hisnlucation  partly  at  the  universitiea 
of  Aberdeen  and  St  Andrew^  and  (Mutly  at 
Bourges  in  France.  He  was  a  distinguished 
pleader  at  the  Scottish  bar,  where  one  of  his  first 
appearances  was  as  counsel  for  the  unfortunate 
marquis  of  Argyle  in  1661.  He  waa  soon  rahwd 
to  the  rank  of  a  judge  in  the  criminal  court,  and 
was,  in  1674,  made  king's  advocate,  and  in 
1677,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  privy  council  for 
Scotland.  In  this  capacity  Sir  George  certainly 
did  not  temper  his  severity  as  a  public  prosecu- 
tor, with  much  mildness,  **  And  we  fear,'*  says 
the  author  of  his  life,  in  the  Edinburgh  Ency- 
clopedia, vol.  xiii.  p.  2^0,  "  that  the  title  of  the 
blood-thimty  advocate,  and  the  persecutor  *  of  the 
saints  of  God,'  was  to  a  great  degree  merited  by 
the  cruelties  which  he  exercised  against  the 
C4>venanter4.**  In  168B  he  opposed  In  council 
the  proposed  address  to  the  prince  of  Orange ; 
and  finding  that  his  adbei*ence  to  the  exiled  fa- 
mily could  be  of  no  avail,  he  resigned  all  his 
offit'es  and  retired  to  enjoy  literary  ease  in  the 
university  of  Oxford.  In  that  seminary  he  was 
by  favour,  admitti^d  as  a  student  on  ^d  June, 
1690,  but  died  in  London  in  the  spring  follow- 
ing. He  was  author  of  many  works,  i^al,  po- 
litical, and  literarv.  His  **  History  of  the 
a^airs  of  Scotland  was  found  by  the  Rev.  Dr 
M'Crie,  in  1B20,  and  immediately  published 
under  the  able  inspection  of  Thomas  Thomson, 
Esq.  advocate.  He  had  the  honour  of  founding 
the  advocates'  library  in  1680 ;  and  this  is,  per- 
haps, his  best  cUiim  to  a  grateful  remembrance. 
— £r/. 

f  "  Sir  John  Nisbet,  a  person  of  deep  and 
universal  learning,  having  disobliged  my  lord 
Halton,  he  procured  a  letter  to  the  lords  of 
session,  ordaining  them  to  make  inquiry  into 
his  having  consulted  ;w-o  et  con.  in  the  case  be- 
twixt the  lord  chancellor  and  lord  Melville, 
concerning  the  tailzie  of  the  estate  of  Leven." 
M*Kenzie's  History  of  Scotland,  p.  S24.  This 
inquiry,  it  would  appear,  Sir  John  was  unwill- 
W£  to  run  the  hazard  of,  and  to  avoid  it  dcmit- 
ied  bJB  poiU^£<i. 


officers  of  state,  hattiinmtebauplaeUo,  and 
appoints  the  chancellor,  lecwtaiy,  ti-easm  m<- 
depute,  and  lord  privy  teal,  to  be  inquired 
if  they  were  willing  thus  to  take  their 
commissioos,  which  it  seems  they  forraeriy 
had  durante  vitOy  aui  hUervemenU  adpa. 
We  need  not  doubt  what  their  answer  was^ 
when  the  king's  will  long  since  was  d»> 
dared  to  be  their  law.  Their  consent  is 
registrate,  to  this  alteration,  in  the  council- 
books.  This,  among  other  things,  was  a 
great  handle  for  promoting  the  arbitruy 
courses  of  this  period,  and  a  good  mean  to 
I  make  all  the  inferior  officers  entirely  de- 
pend upon  him  who  had  the  king's  esr: 
and  yet,  as  is  usual,  all  these  stretches 
were  turned  against  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
who  contrived  them  for  his  own  estaUisk- 
ment. 

Towards  the  end  of  October,  the  comicil 
receive  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Lander* 
dale,  acquainting  them  with  the  designed 
marriage  betwixt  the  prince  of  Orange  and 
lady  Mary ;  and  they  write  a  letter  to  the 
king  full  of  compliment  upon  this  design, 
and  tell  him,  they  cannot  express  the  great- 
ness of  that  happiness  they  pronuse  them- 
selves from  that  alliance,  which  brings  es 
much  support  to  the  royal  family,  and  tke 
protestant  churches;  and  they  command 
public  rejoicings  in  the  city  of  Edinbuigk 
for  this.  Perhaps,  had  some  of  them  knowa 
what  was  to  come  out  of  that  auspicioin 
match,  they  would  scarce  have  been  so  for- 
ward. It  was  indeed  the  only  bow  we  had 
in  our  cloud,  in  all  this  dark  period.  And 
the  reader  will  be  ready  enough  to  observe^ 
though  I  should  not  put  him  in  mind  of  it, 
that  since  the  union  of  the  crowns,  the  ^ 
mily  of  the  Stuarts  have  been  great  bless- 
ings  to  these  kingdoms,  in  the  marriages 
they  made  with  protestant  princes,  yea,  to 
the  whole  of  the  reformed  churches;  and 
it  is  to  these  we  owe  first  the  glorious  revo- 
lution, and  then  the  happy  settlement  (A 
the  protestant  succession  in  the  family  of 
Hanover.  And  upon  the  other  hand,  their 
matches  with  papists  have  been  as  great 
plagues,  and  once  and  again  brought  us  and 
our  holy  religion  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 

No  other  thing  offers,  but  what  will  come 
^  in  on  the  folloiiing  sections,  unless  it  be^ 
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that  upon  the  fint  of  Noyember,  the  com- 
mittee of  public  mffkin,  who  have  now  the 
moet  part  of  what  before  was  the  uptaking 
work  of  the  council  upon  their  hand,  report 
to  the  council  that  they  had  appointed  two 
men  to  be  scourged,  for  a  riot  on  the  min- 
ister oi  Torphichen,  and  two  more  for  a  riot 
on  the  minister  of  fiorrowstounness;  and 
the  council  approve  of  this,  and  greater 
things  than  this,  as  we  shall  hear,  done  hj 
them. 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  partiadar  hartiships  put  upcn  the 
presbyterian  mmi8ter$y  noblemen^  and  gen>' 
tlemeny  this  year  1677. 

Tub  shortness  of  the  former  section  is  like 
to  be  more  than  made  up  by  the  length  of 
this  and  the  following,  where  a  very  great 
heap  of  particular  sufferings  of  many  worthy 
persons  presents  itself.  I  shall  b^n  with 
the  ministers  who  this  year  came  to  their 
hands  who  managed  the  persecution,  and 
then  give  some  accounts  of  persons  of 
quality,  and  others,  in  order  of  time  they 
wer^  attacked. 

I  may  well  begin  this  account  with  the 
imprisonment  and  sufferings  of  that  excel- 
lent and  pious  minister,  and  the  represen- 
tative of  a  good  fiunily,  Mr  James  Fraser  of 
Brae,  which  I  shall  give  the  reader  mostly 
from  his  own  distinct  and  pointed  account 
of  them  in  his  Life,  of  which  he  hath  left  a 
laige  narratiTe  in  manuscript  under  the 
borrowed  name  of  Philocris,a  copy  of  which 
from  the  original  is  before  me ;  and  I  shall 
here  and  afterward  give  a  pretty  large  extract 
firom  it  This  worthy  person  met  with 
sereral  hardships  in  Uie  preceding  years; 
citations  to  appear  before  the  council  in  a 
day  or  two  after  he  was  married,  timed  just 
out  of  malice  to  vex  him  and  his  spouse, 
which,  with  his  being  declared  ftigitive,  1 
must  pass,  as  what  would  take  up  much 
room.  We  heard  before  he  is  among  the 
list  of  ministers,  who,  about  two  years  ago, 
were  intercommuned.  It  may  be  worth  the 
while  to  take  notice  of  some  of  his  remarks 
on  this  part  of  his  lot  He  observes,  **  That 
the  bishops  and  other  wicked  men  found. 


that  by  all  the  former  branches  of 
their  severities,  the  number  of  dis- 
senters  increased  upon  their  baud ;  and,being 
fretted  with  this,  bethought  themselves  of  the 
expedient  of  intercommuning  the  most  active 
ministers  and  professors,  and  stooped  veiy 
low,  even  to  carriers  of  salt,  as  Robert  Kirk  in 
the  MiU  of  Forth ;  and  went  the  length  of 
three  or  four  hundred  in  the  first  and  second 
intercommuning.  He  remarks,  that  mur- 
derers and  traitors  till  now  used  only  to  be 
intercommuned,  and  that  by  this  method 
the  persecutors  hoped  to  keep  the  people 
from  them,  and  to  force  them  to  leave  the 
land,  or  make  them  coy-ducks  to  ensnare 
others.**  He  had  preached  at  field-con- 
venticles, and  was,  in  his  sentiments,  against 
hearing  the  episcopal  ministers,  and  very 
much  popular,  which  some  of  his  friends 
urged  against  his  being  put  in  with  others 
in  the  letters  of  intercommuning ;  but  the 
prelates  were  positive  to  have  him  in :  he 
adds,  "  That  for  all  the  great  hopes  con- 
ceived from  this  harsh  step,  their  counsels 
were  turned  to  folly,  and  never  one  whom 
he  cared  for  shunned  his  conversation  after 
this  sentence ;  and  even  such  who  had  no 
regard  to  religion,  entertained  him  as  freely 
and  friendly  as  ever;  yea,  he  notices,  that 
it  was  when  under  this  utmost  sentence, 
that  he  got  the  most  of  the  encumbrances 
off  his  estate,  and  his  civil  business  cleared 
and  setded ;  and  that  he  did  not  hear  of 
any  intercommuned  persons  who  were  pre- 
judged, only  the  bishops  were  more  univer- 
sally hated,  as  the  authors  of  so  rigorous 
courses,  and  the  whole  land  groaned  the 
more  to  be  delivered  from  them." 

After  two  years  and  a  halTs  continuance 
under  this  sentence,  during  which  he 
preached  as  he  had  opportunity,  the  pre- 
lates used  all  their  interest  to  catch  him, 
knowing  he  was  a  rigid  nonconformist,  and 
had  no  freedom  to  have  any  communion  with 
their  church ;  and,  as  he  expresses  himself, 
imagining  he  was  a  man  of  some  parts,  and 
very  active  in  keeping  op  the  schism,  as  they 
called  it,  and  stirred  up  the  council  against 
him  in  particular,  as  a  person  of  disloyal 
principles  and  practices ;  of  which  he  fiilly 
vindicated  himself,  as  we  shall  hear ;  and  he 
was  one  of  three,  for  the  apu«^h«ktk!daab%  ^ 
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whom,  a  oonriderable  sum  of  money 
was  proffered  At  last,  beiii|^  in 
Edinburgh,  the  town-major,  being  solicited 
by  the  primate,  and  encouraged  by  great 
promises  of  reward,  upon  the  Sabbath 
evening,  January  28th  this  year,  by  means  of 
a  senraoft-maid  of  one  of  his  relations,  with 
whom  he  lodged,  got  notice  of  him;  and 
about  ten  at  night,  when  at  family  w<mp- 
ship,  came  in  and  seized  him,  and  carried 
him  straight  to  prison.  The  archbishop 
was  presently  acquainted  with  the  news, 
and  much  pleased,  gave  the  major  a  small 
present,  and  promised  more;  and  is  soon 
as  the  day  dawned,  sent  strict  orders  to 
the  jailor,  that  Mr  Frazer  should  be  kept 
dose,  and  none  permitted  to  have  access  to 
him,  until  he  was  brought  before  a  committee 
of  council  Before  them  he  appeared  at 
&Ye  of  the  clock  at  night,  and  what  passed 
there  I  shall  give  in  Brae*s  own  words. 

Says  he,  **  When  I  appeared,  I  was  not 
indicted  of  any  crimes,  but  examined,  and 
verbally  chaiged  as  a  seditious  person,  who 
did  rend  the  church  of  Christ,  and  wta  very 
active  to  make  and  keep  up  the  sdiism,  as 
a  preacher  at  field  conventicles,  which  was 
death  by  law,  which  they  gladly  would  have 
had  me  acknowledge,  as  likewise  who  em- 
powered me  to  preach;  that  I  was  inter- 
conmiuned  and  despised  the  law,  in  so  fiir 
as  I  never  made  any  application  to  be  freed 
from  that  sentence;  and  that  I  was  a  person 
of  very  bad  principles,  destructive  to  all  gov- 
ernment; and  thereupon  the  archbishop, 
who  sought  to  ensnare  me  by  my  own 
words,  inquired,  Whether  I  judged  itlawful, 
on  pretext  of  religion,  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  king's  majesty?  This  was  the 
sum;  and  that  I  kept  correspondence  with 
some  prisoners  in  the  Bass,  which  the 
archbishop  confidently  averred  he  knew." 
**  These  things,"  adds  he,  *'  were  not  charged 
upon  me  all  at  once,  but  in  a  confused  way, 
and  many  of  them  by  way  of  question.  I 
cannot  say  of  any  of  the  committee,  but 
they  were  all  civil  and  sober  persons,  of 
whom,  if  the  instigation  and  fear  of  the 
archbishop  had  not  prevailed  with  them,  I 
might  have  been  moderately  dealt  with* 
but  he,  in  a  bitter  and  invective  oration,  did 
represent  me  as  a  very  odious  and  criminal 


person  to  the  other  oomndkui^  aggravatiDg 
my  alleged  crimes  vehemeotly.  To  all  which, 
I  replied,  that  I  did"  acknowledge  I  wai 
(though  most  unworthy)  a  miniater  of  the 
gospel;  and  that  indeed  I  preached  fre- 
quently as  the  Lord  called  me,  and  inds- 
pendently  upon  the  biahop;  that  the  subject 
of  my  discourses  and  aermona  were  not 
disloyal,  and  traitorous  principles  and  anei^ 
tions,  as  the  archbishop  did  aseert;  but 
according  as  I  was  helped  of  God«  I  preached 
'repentance  towards  God,  and  fiiith  toward 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,*  and  no  other  thbf 
than  what  was  contained  in  the  Prophets 
and  the  New  Testament:  that  I  was  so  fiff 
from  being  ashamed  or  terrified  to  own  that 
I  was  a  minister  of  Christ,  that  though  I 
was  of  no  despicable  extraction,  yet  I  gloried 
most  in,  and  counted  it  the  greatest  honour 
I  ever  attained,  to  serve  €k>d  in  the  goepd 
of  his  Son:  that  I  never  stirred  up  the 
people  to  sedition  by  preaching,  and  was 
indifferent  though  the  principles  of  my  heart 
were  as  visible  and  perceivable  to  their  lord- 
ships, as  the  external  lineaments  and  tndts 
of  my  face,  so  as  they  might  read  what  wis 
engraven  on  my  heart:  that  as  for  rising  up 
in  arms  against  the  king,  upon  the  pretext  of 
religion,  which  the  archbishop  alleged  I 
maintained,  1  told  him  he  was  therein  abused 
by  his  informers;  for  I  never  knew  of  any 
of  the  most  zealous  assertere  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  that  did  not  maintain  rising  ia 
arms  upon  pretence  of  religion,  pretences 
giving  no  ground  or  warrant  for  any  man's 
action:  that  matters  of  prerogative  and 
privilege  were  tilings  of  a  ticklish  and  thony 
nature,  and  which  for  the  present  I  desired 
not  to  give  my  thoughts  upon,  not  judging 
them  within  my  sphere,  or  that  I  was  called 
to  meddle  with  them:  that  for  such  as  did 
ordain  me,  I  was  not  free  to  tell  them,  lest 
thereby  I  should  bring  others  into  trouble, 
although  I  designed  to  be  most  free  as  to 
matters  concerning  myself:  that,  as  I  judged 
it  not  unlawful  to  preach  the  gospel,  either 
in  houses  or  fields,  as  conveniency  did  ofier, 
but  duty  and  ordinance  of  Christ,  so  ^  was 
1  from  judging  these  meetings '  rendezvouses 
of  rebellion,'  as  the  archbishop  termed  them. 
That  1  did  not  acknowledge  I  at  any  time  | 
preached  in  the  fields;  and  if  they  thirsted 
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witer  my  blood,  and  to  take  my  life  upon  that 
aeoount,  they  could  not  expect  I  should  giye 
#r  reach  the  weapon  wherewith  to  destroy 
myself,  or  that  I  should  either  witness  against 
or  aeooae  myself  in  a  matter  which  the  law 
had  made  so  criminal;  and  therefore  it  was 
proper  fer  them  to  seek  their  proof  and  eri^ 
deuces  against  me  elsewhere  than  iix>m 
myself;  for  I  was  resolved  no  man  living 
should  be  able  to  make  me  guilty  of  such  a 
weakness :  that  as  to  corresponding  with  any 
in  the  Bass,  which  the  archbishop  alleged,  1 
declared  there  was  no  such  thing,  and  if 
there  was,  I  shall  be  content  to  suffer  the 
greatest  punishment.  I  denied  the  chai|[e 
of  sclmnn,  and  left  it  to  be  proven  by  the 
iNshop:  that  for  my  intercommuning,  I  was 
then  seven  score  of  miles  off  when  it  was 
passed,  and  knew  not  of  it,  till  I  saw  my 
name  in  the  printed  paper,  and  so  could  not 
prevent  it;  and  after  I  was  intercommuned, 
I  could  not  get  one  person  as  would  so  much 
as  draw  up  a  petition  for  me,  being  strsitly 
chai^ged  to  the  contrary:  and  that  from  this 
and  the  fear  of  further  prejudice,  and  not 
lirom  any  contempt  of  the  laws,  it  was,  that 
I  did  not  move  to  have  myself  taken  out  of 
the  letters  of  intercommuning;  that  in  this 
and  all  the  premises  I  was  free  and  ingenu- 
4NIS  with  them :  that  I  came  not  to  justify 
my  breeding  before  their  lordships,  but 
acknowledged  I  was  a  rude  man,  one  of  the 
lords  having  challenged  me  of  unmanner- 
lineas  and  ill  breeding,  that  I  gave  not  the 
soidibishop  his  titles:  and  finally, that  1  was 
now  in  their  lordships*  power,  aud  ready  to 
submit  to  whatever  their  lordships  deter- 
mined concerning  me.*'  This  is  Mr  Frazer*s 
own  account  of  his  examination,  and  it 
agrees  perfectly  well  with  another  account 
written  at  this  time  in  short  hand,  by  one 
fnresent  at  the  examination,  as  the  queries 
and  answers  were  given ;  and  that  the  reader 
may  have  a  specimen  of  the  manner  of  their 
captious  examinations,  1  have  insert  it 
below.*     After  his  examination  he  was 


*  Brae's  exttininationt  January  29>  1677. 

Lord  Haltoo  ioterrogates.  What  man  of 
trade  are  you  ?  Aiuwer,  Your  lorcUhip  would 
exfilain  what  you  mean  by  a  trade.  Question, 
Are  you  an  heritor?    A.  If  that  be  the  thing 
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sent  back.to  prison,  and  ordained  to 
be  kept  more  strictly  than  formeriy.  ^'^'' 
His  pockets  were  searched  for  letters ;  knives, 
ink,  pen,  and  paper,  were  taken  from  him, 
and  all  company  discharged.  He  remarics, 
that  the  Lord  was  a  light  round  about  him 
at  this  time,  and  him  they  could  not  shut 
out,  and  that  night  was  the  sweetest  he  had 
for  many  years,  and  he  was  lifted  up  above 
death,  sin,  hell,  and  wrath,  and  the  fears  of 
prelates  and  papists,  by  a  full  sense  of  the 
Divine  fitvour.  About  six  of  the  clock  next 
day,  he  was  awakened  by  one  of  the  jailors, 
who  called  to  him  to  make  ready  to  go 
presently  to  the  Bass,  for  so  the  council 
had  determined.  Accordingly,  he  and  Blr 
James  Mitchell  were  canned  away  by  a 
guard  of  twelve  horse  and  thirty  foot,  and 
on  Wednesday  morning  were  delivered  to 
the  governor  of  the  garrison,  consisting  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  soldiers. 

In  the  Bass  he  continued  two  years  and 
a  half;  and  he  makes  not  a  few  remarks 
upon  his  own  and  the  rest  of  the  prisoners* 
circumstances  while  there,  too  long  to  be 
insert  here.  Upon  the  one  hand  he  records, 
that  he  met  with  much  of  the  Lord's 
presence,  and  many  visits  from  his  Master, 
and  had  much  sweet  conversation  with  his 
fellow  prisoners,  and  improved  in  know- 
ledge and  grace;  but  upon  the  other  side 
he  complains,  |)esides  their  q^portunities  of 
preaching  were  removed,  distance  from  his 
relations,  and  many  other  things,  which 
easily  offer  to  any  body :  that  the  company 
of  the  ungodly  was  uneasy,  they  lived  among 
lions,  wolves,  and  serpents,  and  dwelt  in 
Kedar.  Their  servants  were  turned  from 
them  frequently,  and  they  obliged  to  seek 
new  ones;  they  were  deprived  often  of 
one  another's  society:  their  letters  were 
often  opened  and  read,  their  diet  was 
extravagantly  dear,  and  they  behoved  to 
tidce  it  at  the  governor's  rates.  Many  times 
they  were  all  shut  up  close,  and  not  suf- 
fered to  see  or  speak  to  one  another,  just 


you  mean  by  a  trade^  I   am.     Q,  Where  lie 
your  landt  ?      A.   In   Koto.      Q,   Are  you  a 

i>reacher?  A.  Though  by  my  not  ackiiow- 
edginK  tliit,  I  might  put  yanv  lordship  to  the 
trouble  of  proving  it,  yet  I  wVU  %<In«  >s^^^^^"'^^ 
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as  freaks  took  the  soldiers.  They 
were  Tezed  with  the  soldiers  miziiigf 
in  with  them,  their  blasphemies  and  cnrsings, 
and  ensnaring  discourse  on  public  matters. 
Their  serranti  were  firequently  attempted 
by  the  ruffians,  so  that  they  could  scarce 
get  any  to  serve  them.  The  worst  among 
the  soldiers  kept  some  others  among  them. 


evidence  of  my  ingenuity,  hj  acknowledging 
freely  that  I  do  preach,  and  tnoug h  I  be  or  an 
eztraet  not  altogether  drapicable,  yet  I  'glory 
more  in  that,  and  in  lerring  God  in  the  goepel 
of  his  Son,  than  in  any  other  thing  I  pretend 
to.  Q.  Are  yoo  in  orders  ?  A.  As  to  what 
concerns  my  own  person,  your  lordship  sees  I 
have  been  rery  free  in  acknowledging  what  I 
knew  made  me  culpable  by  your  law,  and  that 
without  being  circomTented,  but  forei»r**ing  the 
hazard  since,  I  likewise  acknowledge  I  nrearh 
without  any  authority  from  the  bishop ;  but  as 
to  what  concerns  others,  or  may  serve  to  bring 
them  on  the  stage,  your  lordship  will  excuse 
me  from  saying  any  thing  in  it.  Q,  If  ye 
glory  so  much  in  your  ministry,  why  do  not  ye 
avow  it?  why  do  ye  not  own  your  principles? 
that  is  not  ingenuity  at  all.  A.  I  request 
your  lordship  to  have  no  apprehension  of  me 
hut  as  one  most  ingenuous  :  i>ut  I  have  owned 
my  ministry ;  and  any  other  principles  tou  pose 
me  on,  ye  shall  find  me  very  free  to  give  your 
lordship  an  account  of  them,  but  why  I  could 
not  directly  answer  that  question,  I  have  given 
your  lordship  a  reason  already.  Bishop,  This 
gentleman  seems  not  at  all  to  t>e  ingenuous  with 
us,  -pomibly  he  would  be  more  if  Tie  knew  the 
state  he  stands  in,  which  is  not  ordinary,  for  he 
is  of  most  pernicious  principles,  destructive  to 
all  kind  of  government,  and  withal  is  very 
active  in  spreading  these,  so  that  there  is  scarce  a 
conventicle  I  hear  of,  but  it  is  still  Mr  Frazer 
who  is  the  preacher,  and  likewise  he  is  at  If^ast 
given  out  to  be  a  man  of  parts  and  learning, 
and  therefore  the  more  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
since  parts  that  way  improven  are  most  dan- 

frous.  A.  I  know  no  pernicious  principles 
hold,  such  as  you  mean  may  concern  either 
church-govemment  or  loyalty ;  as  to  the  first, 
I  freely  acknowledge,  as  it  is  now  established, 
I  have  a  very  great  aversion  from  it ;  as  to  my 
loyalty  I  would  not  care  much,  though  you  all 
saw  what  were  in  my  heart  anent  it ;  as  to  my 
spreading  of  them,  I  have  been  preaching 
Christ  and  exhorting  people  to  mend  their 
ways  and  repent,  and  if  tlie  doing  of  that  be 
pernicious,  I  confess  myself  guilty  of  it.  Bishop. 
The  greatest  heretic  will  say  so.  A.  It  is  not 
•aying,  but  doing.  Bishop,  These  are  fine 
principles;  you  bold  that  all  that  are  not  of 
your  Judgment  it  is  lawful  to  cut  them  off. 
A.  If  you  can  produce  any  famous  faithful 
witness  (ftiJse  you  mav)  that  will  say  that  ever 
I  maintained  any  such  doctrine,  I  am  content 
to  die  presently.  Bishop,  But  you  hold  that 
the  people  may,  whenever  they  think  them- 
selves wronged,  make  a  pretence  of  religion,  and 


from  conyersing  with  the  ministers  on  reli- 
gious matters  on  the  Lord's  day»  by  fmxe, 
when  several  were  most  willing,  and  had  got 
some  good  this  way :  and  sometimes  in  the 
winter  and  spring  Uiey  were  very  hardly  put 
to  it  for  necessaries,  and  had  nothing  but 
snow-water,  strinkled  upon  some  oatmeal,  to 
drink,  and  a  little  hard  fish  to  eat. 


held  that  opinion,  (upon  which  Halton  and 
some  others  smiled)  and  that  which  we  huU 
concerning  that,  is  nothing  but  what  may  be 
drawn  from  the  positions  ofthe  greatest  loyuisti 
themselves;  but  that  is  a  ticklish  point,  and  I 
desire  not  to  dive  in  it  at  this  time.  UalioH, 
Did  you  ever  preach  in  the  fidda  ?  A.  Your 
lordship  knows  that  that,  according  to  year 
law,  is  criminal,  and  I  am  not  obliged  to  be  my 
own  accuser.  It  is  enough  that  my  throat  be 
cut,  though  I  do  it  not  with  my  own  hands; 
if  you  mind  to  stage  me  on  that,  bring  my 
accusers,  and  then  proceed  as  your  loraahip 
thinks  fit.  Bishop,  Though  theoe  shifts  be 
taken  from  others,  yet  they  must  not.  Sir,  be 
taken  so  from  a  man  of  parts.  DundemaiL 
Sir,  Ye  would  gain  the  gocMl  will  of  the  com- 
mittee, by  being  ingenuous  and  free  ;  I  amare 
you  none  of  us  has  any  ill  will  at  you,  or  intend 
to  take  any  advantage  of  you,  or  of  any  of  year 
party,  from  any  thing  you  say.  A.  I  thank 
your  lordship.  Halton,  Did  you  ever  preadi 
at  Linlithgow?  A.  It  maybe  I  have.  BiAap. 
Yes,  Sir,  you  have,  and  in  the  fields  there  too, 
and  that  in  great  conventicles.  A.  I  desirt 
that  may  be  proven.  Halton*  You  seem  to  be 
a  wolf,  and  not  one  come  in  at  the  door,  but  at 
the  window.  A.  If  I  had  not  said  I  had  been 
in  orders,  your  lordship's  consequence  had  been 
good,  but  when  I  said,  I  could  not  directly 
answer  that  question,  your  lordship  cannot 
araue  from  the  n^ative,  as  if  I  bad  said  it. 
Halton,  But  you  are  intercommuned.  A. 
When  I  was  cited  I  was  six  score  miles  from 
the  place  where  my  citation  was  given,  so  thi^ 
it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  answ^er  it,  and  it 
was  upon  pretended  contumacy,  in  not  appear- 
ing on  this  citation,  that  I  was  intercommuned. 
Halton.  But  why  did  you  not  move  In  it  tbeo  ? 
A.  Since  I  could  not  move  in  it,  for  I  had  nooe 
to  do  for  me,  my  being  intercommuned  putting 
me  in  such  a  condition,  that  they  who  would 
do  for  me  were  afraid  to  converse  with  me,  or 
so  much  as  take  a  petition  out  of  my  hand. 
Halton,  Did  you  ever  converse  with  Mr 
Forrester?  A.  It  may  be.  Bisliop,  Yes,  Sir, 
you  have,  and  ye  had  still,  since  he  wont  to  the 
Bass,  correspondence  by  letters,  and  you  were 
his  correspondent.  A.  My  lord  Malton,  sines 
the  Bishop  says  so,  1  declare  ingenuously  I 
never  had  a  line  from  Mr  Forrester,  yea,  not 
ever  so  much  as  changed  a  w^ord  with  him. 
Halton.  You  seem  to  be  of  the  ouakers*  prin- 
ciples, for  though  ye  give  us  our  due  titles,  yet 
my  lord  St  Andrews,  whom  his  majesty  b 
pleased  to  honour,  ye  give  him  not  so  much  as 
he  gives  you,  he  gives  you  Sir,  and  ye  give 
him  nothing  at  all,  that  is  no  civility.  A.  I 
came  not  here  to  justify  my  good  breeding,  I 


rbe  up  against  the  magistrate.     A.  I  have  read 

«v  and  contra  on  that  subject,  both  loyalisu  ,        .      ,    ,  ,        _ 

itnd  common- wealths  men,  and  among  au  that  \  couiemY  «.ta  SLT>aL^«TOAs\^\rax^«c  that  I  hava  no 
0wer  I  rrMd  or  heard  of,  I  never  knew  any  tViaV  \  cXeKcneas. 
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Till  the  archbishop's  death  no  interoes- 
sioii  could  preTail  for  Uberatiiig  the  most 
part  of  them ;  and  jet  Mr  Frazer  remarks, 
that  the  firm  persuasion  of  a  deliyerance 
was  continually  kept  up  upon  his  spirit, 
and  he  was  made  to  believe  that  the  God 
who  q>oke  to  the  fish  in  Jonah's  case, 
would  speak  to  that  rock  to  give  him  and 
his  brethren  up:  and  accordingly,  when 
the  rash  and  unconcerted  attempt  at  Both- 
well  was  broken,  and  they  judged  their  case 
desperate,  and  all  hope  was  fiiiling,  in  the 
erening  time  it  was  light;  and  the  king 
granted  an  indemnity,  and  sent  orders  to 
liberate  all  prisoners  for  nonconformity, 
who  had  not  been  concerned  in  the  rising. 
Upon  which,  in  July  1679,  Mr  Frazer  and 
eight  or  nine  more  ministers  were  brought 
out  of  the  Bass,  and  taken  to  the  tolbooth 
of  Edinbui|^h.  The  reason  of  their  being 
imprisoned  there,  when  taken  ou^  was,  that 
though  the  king's  orders  were  unconditional 
to  liberate  them,  yet  the  council  would  not 
set  them  free,  until  they  should  either  give 
bond  not  to  rise  in  arms  against  the  king, 
or  any  commissionate  by  him  in  any  case, 
and  to  forbear  field  meetings,  and  preaching 
in  houses,  or  give  security  and  caution  to 
appear  when  called,  under  the  pain  of  five 
hundred  pounds  sterling.  The  first  the 
ministers  in  all  the  points  of  it  would  not 
oblige  themselves  to,  as  what  they  reckoned 
was  a  giving  up  of  their  ministry,  and 
therefore  behoved  to  fall  in  with  the  other; 
and  in  twenty-four  hours'  time  they  and 
some  others  in  prison  at  Edinburgh,  found 
bail  for  eight  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and 
were  liberate.  Mr  Frazer  observes,  he 
continued  in  a  wandering  lot,  preaching 
almost  every  Lord's  day,  till  November 
1681,  when  he  and  his  cautioner  were  cited 
before  the  council ;  at  which  time  we  shall 
meet  with  this  excellent  person  again.* 

I  go  forward  to  the  sufierings  of  some 
other  ministers  about  this  time,  from  the 


*  The  biographical  worlc  from  which  Mr 
Wodrow  has  lo  lai^ely  quoted,  was  afterward 
published,  and  is  now  well  known  to  serioos 
readers  as  one  of  the  moet  interesting  records  of 
the  time.  The  reader  is  referred  to  it,  and  to 
the  printed  memoirs  of  Mr  lliomas  Hogg,  as 
well  dcser\'!og  a  careful  pemssL^^tf. 
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anent  them.  February  1st,  the 
council  order  Mr  Thomas  Hogg,  whom 
they  term  a  noted  keeper  of  conventicles, 
and  intercommuned,  to  be  transported 
from  Murray  to  Edinbui^h  tolbooth ;  and 
Mr  John  M'GiUigen,  of  whom  before,  to 
be  convoyed  from  one  sheriff  to  another, 
to  Edinbui^h.  They  are  informed  that 
the  sheriff  of  Nairn  keeps  him  as  a  chap- 
lain, and  suffers  him  to  preach  and  keep 
conventicles,  and  commit  other  disorders ; 
and  therefore  the  said  sheriff  is  ordered 
likewise  to  appear  before  them  at  Edin- 
burgh. Mr  M'Gilligen  was  sent  to  the  Bass, 
and  continued  there  till  the  (year)  1679. 
What  became  of  the  firiendly  sheriff  I  have 
not  heard,  only  1  find  the  council,  March 
1st,  by  a  letter,  give  to  the  earl  of  Seaforth 
a  severe  reprimand,  for  granting  warrant  to 
the  sheriff  of  Nairn  to  give  some  liberty  to 
Mr  M'Gilligen. 

Mr  Andrew  Forrester,  who  had  been 
formerly  imprisoned  in  the  Bass  for  preach- 
ing at  conventicles,  and  let  out,  was  lately 
taken  in  Fife,  and  brought  before  the  coun- 
cil, February  8th.  The  great  thing  they 
had  against  him,  was  some  papers  he  had 
about  him  when  taken,  and  I  give  the 
account  as  it  stands  in  the  registers.  ^  Mr 
Andrew  Forrester,  when  taken,  had  some 
papers  upon  him,  by  which  it  appears,  that, 
upon  the  20th  of  May  1676,  there  convened, 
within  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  betwixt  fifty 
and  sixty  outed  ministers,  who  did  consti- 
tute themselves  in  form  of  a  commission  of 
the  kirk,  and  voted  their  moderator,  and 
appointed  a  committee  of  their  number  to 
bring  in  overtures;  who  accordingly  did 
meet  at  night,  and  drew  up  a  petition,  and 
overtures  of  a  most  seditious  nature,  to  be 
offered  to  their  meeting;  in  which  they 
condescend  upon,  and  settie  ways  of  keep- 
ing correspondence  in  their  several  societies 
and  synods  established  by  them,  and  for 
entering  upon  trials,  and  sending  out  young 
men  to  the  ministry  in  their  several  societies 
and  bounds,  and  for  one  synod's  correspond- 
ing with  another,  and  for  providing  against 
any  offer  from  the  state  in  order  to  church 
affairs,  without  advertisement  given  unto, 
or  concert  of  the  MN«nI  tt^<(^3i»^  v^  ^^ 
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corrapondeiice  with  g^Qemen  and 
jfidicioiis  elden.    WhUk  overtures 
Jbeiiig»  on  the  said  25th  of  Mi^  presented  to 
the  great  meeting,  were  by  them  voted  and 
•pfiroTen ;  which  yvptar,  containing  the  laid 
petition  and  overtures^  with  another  paper 
bearing  the  leeting  and  voting  <tf  the  modera- 
tor,  and  what  votes  every  minister  had,  and 
the  minutes  of  what  passed  at  those  meet- 
ings, being  found  on  the  said  Mr  Forrester, 
and  he  confessing  he  was  present,  and  the 
said  minutes  were  his  writing;  but  declining 
to  answer  in  what  house  they  met,  and  who 
was  preses,  though  he  owned  he  was  clerk, 
or  who  were  present,  and  other  circum- 
stances; he  is  ordered  to  be  kept  dose  pri- 
soner in  Edinburgh.**     No  more  anent  this 
meeting  oflfers  to  me  than  is  here;  I  make 
no  doubt  it  has  been  a  general  meeting  of 
correspondence,  and  probably  they  voted 
and  concluded  the    overtures   set   down 
above,  for  the  management  of  themselves. 
As  to  their  sitting  as  a  commission  of  the 
kirk,  is  merely  an  addition  or  inference,  and 
I  find  all  who  were  members  of  those  meet- 
ings still  declined  to  take  to  themselves  any 
judicative  power.  We  have  heard  of  another 
meeting  of  this  nature  this  year,  for  regular 
tions  to  themselves  in  this  difficult  juncture ; 
and  after  this  I  much  doubt  if  there  were 
many.  What  became  of  Mr  Forrester  I  have 
not  learned.    May  3d,  the  earl  of  Dumfries 
represents  to  the  council,  that  Mr  William 
M'Millan,  of  whose  sufferings  I  shall  after- 
ward give  a  fuller  account,  hath  been  for 
some  time  unprisoned  in  Dumfries  for  non- 
conformity, and  that  he  may  be  let  out,  and 
confined  to  the  parish  of  Bahnadellan.    The 
council  grant  the  desire  of  a  petition  fr^m 
him  to  this  purpose.    The  same  day  Mr 
James  Dmmmond,  formerly  mentioned,  is 
ordered  **  to  be  brought  into  Edinburgh 
tolbooth.    The  reason  given  is,  because  at 
his  former  liberation  he  engaged  not  to 
keep    conventicles,   and    yet   was    taken 
preaching.*'    If  he  made  such  a  promise,  he 
is  almost  the  only  presbyterian  minister  did 
so  at  this  time.    They  all  gave  bond  to 
compear  when  called,  but  none  of  them 
would  oblige  themselves  not  to  preach. 

Mr  Robert  Trail,    son  to   Mr  Robert 
Traj],  minister  at  Edinburgh,  of  whom  in 


the  former  book,  'm  broagfat  bofimre  the 
council,  July  19Ch.  It  is  namtod  in  the 
article  about  him,  that  ho  waa  taken  at 
Edinburgh,  that  he  had  been  esoepted  oat 
of  the  iademni^  for  the  fobdlioaL  16M. 
When  brought  beibio  the  council  he  a» 
knowledged  he  had  kept  house  conventicles; 
and  being  interrogate  if  ho  bad  pnachcd  at 
field  conventicles,  he  rsfemd  that  to 
tion,  and  declined  to  answer,  as  beings 
nal  by  law :  whereupon  he  was  ordmdky 
the  council  to  purge  himsdf  by  oath,  of 
preaching  or  hearing  at  thorn.  This  bs 
peremptorily  refused,  as  what  in  josties.hs 
could  not  be  obliged  to  in  his  own  caossi 
Being  interrogate,  if  he  ever  omvened 
with  Mr  John  Wdsh ;  he  confessed  he  ha^ 
when  upon  the  English  border.  He  ac- 
knowledged he  was  ordained  to  the  mimstry 
by  presbyterian  ministers  at  Txmdop,  ia^ 
year  1670.  The  council  send  him  to  the 
Bass;  and  major  Johnston  is  ordered  s 
premium  of  a  thousand  pounds  Scots  fia 
apprehending  him. 

October  9th,  1  find  the  committee  for 
public  affidrs  give  it  as  their  opinion  to  the 
council,  that  Mr  Robert  Trail,  Scot  d 
Pitlochie,  Mr  James  Drummond,  Mr  Jaaiei 
Frazer  of  Brae,  be  liberate  from  the  Bafl» 
upon  their  giving  bonds  for  their  compearing 
when  called.  How  far  this  was  gone  into 
by  the  council  as  to  the  rest  I  know  not; 
but  we  have  heard  that  Mr  Fraser  wai 
continued  in  the  Bass,  notwithstanding  ef 
this,  by  the  particular  spite  the  primate  had 
against  him.  At  that  diet,  I  find  that  the 
council  order  Mr  Alexander  Peden,  of 
whom  before,  to  be  liberate  from  the  Bu$, 
upon  his  enacting  himself  to  depart  forth  ef 
Britain,  and  not  to  return,  under  the  pain  of 
being  held  pro  confeMO  to  have  been  st 
Pentland.  I  am  told  he  was  once  precentor 
at  Fenwick  for  some  time.  Likewise  they 
order  Mr  Thomas  Hogg,  who  had  been 
brought  from  the  Bass,  to  the  tolbooth  of 
Edinburgh,  to  be  liberate,  and  confined  to 
Kintyre,  under  the  pain  of  a  thousand 
merks:  and  Mr  John  M'Gilligen  is  like- 
wise ordered  to  be  liberate  and  confined  to 
the  island  of  Isia;  and  Mr  Thomas  Rosi^ 
who  is  prisoner  in  the  tolbooth  of  Tain,  is 
appointed  to  be  liberate^  upon  his  finding 
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OMition  to  compear  when  called^  upon  the 
pain  of  two  thouiand  marlUi 
•  Norember  Itt,  Mr  John  Welwood  is 
infomed  against,  as  haTing  intruded  upon 
the  Idrk  of  TarlK>lton  in  the  shire  of  Ayr; 
and  the  council  i^point  the  earl  of  Oleur 
caim,  and  the  lord  Ross,  to  see  that  he  be 
tamed  out,  and  apprehended.  I  do  not 
hear  he  was  taken,  but  yery  soon  the  High- 
land reformers  came  down  to  that  country : 
and,  NoTsmber  15th,  Mr  James  Forthie, 
chaplain  to  the  Trinity  hospital  at  Edin- 
borgfa,  is  ordered  to  be  turned  out,  for  his 
beinf  present  at  a  conventicle.  This  is  all 
I  meet  with  this  year,  about  particular  min- 
isters. I  come  now  forward  to  the  severi- 
tiea  exercised  against  particular  noblemen, 
gdtfemen,  and  others.  My  accounts  of 
tbcns  are  not  so  large  as  were  to  be  wished, 
beings  mostly  from  the  hints  about  them  1 
obaerred  in  the  ooundl-books.     - 

Upon  the  8th  of  February,  Scot  of  Pit- 
lochie,  who  had  been  formerly  intercom- 
mnned,  and  was  lately  takoi  for  being  at 
conrenticles,  is  brought  before  the  council, 
and  sent  straight  to  the  Bass,  where  I  find 
Mm,  October  5th,  and  ordered  to  be  let 
out  by  the  committee  for  public  affidrs,  as 
hath  been  noticed. 

This  year  the  excellent  lord  Cardross,  of 
whom  before,  had  new  troubles ;  whether 
upon  the  former  iniquitous  sentence  he  had 
continued  in  prison  till  now,  or  what  was 
the  occasion  of  this,  I  know  not :  but,  Feb- 
roary  8th,  1  find  the  council  allow  Henry 
lord  Cardross  liberty  to  go  out  of'  privon, 
until  the  18th  of  that  month,  because  of  his 
]ady*s  illness :  and  upon  the  first  of  March, 
they  allow  the  lord  Cardross  to  go  about 
Ilia  afibirs^  upon  a  bond  of  a  hundred  pounds 
■terling,  to  be  exacted  for  every  offence, 
toties  guqiies,  for  himself  and  his  lady,  in  the 
terms  the  council  appointed  formeriy.  This 
is  rigorously  exacted.  August  7th,  my  lord 
and  his  lady  are  fined  in  half  of  their  yeariy 
valned  rent.  The  pretext  of  this  severity 
was,  that  he  had  baptised  two  children  with 
the  outed  mimsters.  One  would  think  this 
waa  a  pretty  narrow  point,  and  might  have 
been  overiooked ;  but  none  of  these  could 
be  borne  with  by  the  bishops.  Since  I 
finished  what  is  above,  from  the  hints  in 


the  counol  registers,  I  am  in  case, 
from  original  papen^  to  give  some 
further  account  of  my  lord  Cardross's  trou^ 
ble  this  year.  This  excellent  nobleman  had 
continued  in  prison  now  near  two  years. 
It  seems  my  lord  sent  up  a  petition  to  his 
nugesty,  which  was  answered  in  a  letter  to 
the  council,  dated  February  24th,  1676,  a 
copy  of  which  is  before  me,  which  relates 
to  two  other  gentlemen  as  well  as  him,  and 
[  insert  it  here. 

**  J(\ght  trusty  and  well  beloved  cousins 
and  counsellon^  &c  We  greet  you  well. 
Having  seen  and  considered  the  three 
enclosed  petitions,  firom  Henry  lord  Car- 
drossy  Sir  Patrick  Home  .of  Polwart,  and 
lieutenant-general  William  Drummond ;  we 
have  thought  fit  to  signify  to  you  our  royal 
pleasure,  and  we  do  hereby  expressly  re- 
quire you  to  exact  and  cause  full  payment 
to  be  made  of  the  fine  imposed  by  you  on 
the  lord  Cardross,  and  to  take  good  surety 
firom  him,  that  neither  he  nor  his  family 
will  be  guilty  of  such  offences  as  these  for 
which  he  was  by  you  fined  and  conmiitted : 
after  which  (and  no  sooner)  you  are  hereby 
authorized  to  set  him  at  liberty.  As  for 
Sir  Patrick  Home's  desire,  it  is  our  express 
pleasure,  that  the  sentence  formerly  pro- 
nounced by  you,  whereby  he  is  declared 
incapable  ai  all  public  trust,  may  still  con- 
tinue in  full  force  against  him,  until  our 
pleasure  shall  be  (in  writing  under  our  royal 
hand)  declared  to  the  contrary ;  but  that  in 
the  meantime,  you  order  him  to  be  released 
from  prison,  and  to  be  restored  to  his 
liberty.  And  as  for  lieutenant-general  Drum- 
mond's  desire,  it  is  our  royal  pleasure,  and 
we  are  hereby  graciously  pleased  to  author- 
iie  and  require  you  to  cause  him  to  be  set 
at  lus  full  liberty,  hoping  that  his  future 
carriage  will  be  such,  as  that  thereby  we 
shall  have  no  cause  to  think  this  our  royal 
favour  ill  bestowed.  For  doing  all  which 
this  shall  be  your  warrant,  and  so  we  bid 
your  heartily  farewell  Given  at  our  court 
at  Whitehall,  the  24th  day  of  Febmaiy, 
1675-^,  and  of  our  reign  the  28tii  year. 
By  his  majesty's  command, 

'*  Laudbkdalb.*' 

The  council  were  willing  enoui^h  tA  k.««:<^ 
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close  to  this  unfiiTOiirBble  answer; 

and  my  lord  continued  in  prison, 
till  February  this  year  he  is  liberate  for  ten 
days,  and  his  liberty  continued,  under  a 
rigorous  bond,  as  we  hare  just  now  seen, 
tiU  a  new  process  is  intended  against  him 
for  two  irregular  baptisms.  My  lord's  in- 
dictment is  dated  August  2d,  and  I  insert 
it  here  from  the  originaL 

**  Charles,  &c.  Forasmuch  as  it  is  humbly 
meaned  and  shown  to  us,  by  our  trusty  and 
well  beloved  counsellor  Sir  John  Nisbet  of 
Dirletoun,  knight,  our  advocate  for  our  in- 
terest, in  the  matter  under-written,  that 
where,  albeit  by  the  sixth  act  of  the  second 
session  of  our  second  parliament,  it  is  statute 
and  ordained,  that  none  of  our  subjects  of 
whatsomever  degree  or  quality,  presume  to 
offer  their  children  to  be  baptized  by  any, 
but  by  such  as  are  their  parish  ministers,  or 
else  by  such  ministers  as  are  authorized  by 
the  established  government  of  the  church, 
or  licensed  by  our  council,  upon  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  minister  of  the  parish,  if  he 
be  present,  or  in  his  absence  by  one  of  the 
neighbouring  ministers ;  and  it  is  declared, 
that  the  father  of  any  child  which  shall  be 
otherwise  baptized,  (he  being  an  heritor, 
life-renter,  or  proper  wadsetter)  shall  be 
fined  in  a  fourth  part  of  the  valued  yearly 
rent:  notwithstanding  whereof,  it  is  of 
verity,  that  upon  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  remanent  days  of  the  months  of  January, 
February,  March,  and  remanent  months  of 
the  years  of  God  1675,  1676  bypast,  and 
1677  instant,  or  one  or  other  of  the  da3rs  of 
the  said  months,  Henry  lord  Cardross  hath 
several  children  belonging  to  him,  at  the 
least  hath  had  two  children  baptized  by 
persons  who  are  not  his  own  parish  minis- 
ters, or  by  such  ministers  as  are  not  autho- 
rized by  the  established  government  of  the 
church,  or  not  licensed  by  our  council, 
without  any  certificate  from  the  ministers  of 
his  own  parish,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence, 
by  one  of  the  neighbouring  ministers; 
whereby  the  said  Henry  lord  Cardross  hath 
directly  contravened  the  tenor  of  the  fore- 
said act  of  parliament,  and  thereby  incurred 
the  penalty  therein  contained,  wherefore  he 
ought  and  should  be  decerned  to  make 
payment    Our  will  is  herefore,  and  we 


chaige  you  strictly,  and  oonimand,  thst 
incontinent  these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pasi, 
and,  in  our  name  and  anthority,  eomoHuiid 
and  charge  the  said  Henry  lord  Cardrosi 
personally,  and  defiyer  to  him  a  just  copy 
of  these  our  letters,  to  cmnpeer  perMmally 
before  the  lords  of  secret  council  at  Edin- 
burgh, or  where  it>shall  happen  them  to  be 
for  the  time,  the  seventh  day  of  August 
instant,  to  answer  to  the  premises^  and 
give  his  oath  upon  the  verity  thereof  cer- 
tifying him,  if  he  fiul  so  to  do,  that  he  shsll 
be  held  as  confest  thereupon ;  and  tint 
the  lords  of  our  privy  council  will  proceed 
and  give  sentence  in  the  said  matter,  si 
effiers,  according  to  justice,  as  yon  wiO 
answer  to  us  thereupon.  The  whiUc  to  do 
we  conmiit  to  you,  conjunctly,  and  sevenDy, 
our  full  power,  by  thir  our  letters,  deHvering 
them  by  you  duly  execute  and  indomts 
again  to  the  bearer.  Given  under  our  signet 
at  Edinburgh,  the  second  day  of  August,  and 
of  our  reign  the  twenty-ninth  year,  1677. 
— Per  actum  dommorum  secrtti  concUtL" 

"  I  Robert  Leitch,  messenger,  by  virtus 
of  the  principal  letters  raised  at  the  instance 
of  the  above  designed  Sir  John  Nisbet,  ia 
his  majesty's  name  and  authority,  lawfnQy 
summon,  command,  and  charge  Henry  lord 
Cardross,  to  compear,  day  and  place  aboTe 
ezprest,  for  the  reasons  and  causes  abote 
rehearsed. 

**  Robert  Leitch,  messenger." 

In  answer  to  this,  instead  of  legal  defences, 
my  lord  gives  in  the  following  representatioB 
to  the  council,when  he  appeared,  August  7tiL 

''  Unto  the  right  honourable,  the  lords  of  his 
majesty  8  privy  council^  the  humble  reprt^ 
sentationofHetuylord  Cardross,  showethy 
*'  That  being  convened  before  your  lord- 
ships, for  having,  since  January  1675,  a 
child,  one  or  more,  baptized  contnuy  to 
the  act  of  parliament  1670,  as  is  particu- 
larly exprest  in  the  libel ;  I  shall  not  trou- 
ble your  lordships  with  legal  defences,  but 
plainly  lay  forth,  and  humbly  submit  th« 
case  as  it  is,  and  doth  consist  in  my  know- 
ledo^e,to  your  lordships'  favourable  j  udgment 
It  is  not  unknown  to  your  lordships,  how, 
and  for  what  cause  I  ha?e  been  kept  a  pri- 
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•ner  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh^  by  the 
ace  of  almost  two  yean,  and  thereby 
questrated  and  ahnt  op,  not  only  from  my 
dinary  pariah,  but  also  from  my  own  fiuni- 
»  in  which  time  I  grant  that  I  had  a  child 
m  in  the  town  of  £dinbai|^h ;  but  being 
itrained,  as  I  have  said,  and  not  permitted 
mttend  my  wife  in  her  labour,  much  less 
perform  and  discbarge  the  other  duties 
lating  to  the  child,  I  confess  that  I  did 
ither  conceive  myself  concerned  in  the 
resaid  act  of  parliament,  being  in  no  liberty 
capacity  to  satisfy  its  appointment,  nor 
1  I  inquire  nor  inform  myself  further, 
an  to  learn  that  the  child  was  truly  and 
iristianly  baptized,  without  once  asking  by 
hat  minister  the  same  was  done.  And  this 
the  true  aftd  just  account  of  this  affiur : 
mng  therefore  that  the  foresaid  act  is  made 
ipressly  against  wilful  withdrawers,  and 
ch  as  presume  to  offer  their  children  to  be 
iptized  otherwise  than  is  therein  ordained; 
id  so  that  these  things  and  characters  are 
iways  chargeable  upon  me  a  prisoner, 
tTing  neither  ordinary  parish,  nor  settled 
mily,  nor  so  much  as  access  to  have  pre- 
nted  my  child  to  baptize;  and  lastly, 
cing  that  my  long,  and  more  than  ordinary 
ifferings,  are  well  known  to  your  lordships, 
ceas,  the  child  is  now  deceased,  and  so  it  is 
oat  consistent  with  your  lordships'  moder- 
ioo,  not  to  add  affliction  to  the  afflicted, 
ay  it  therefore  please  your  lordships  gra- 
ously  to  accept  of  this  my  declaration  and 
ibni]8sion,and  to  acquit  me  of  the  foresaid 
m1  and  indictment" — Notwithstanding  of 
lia  plain  stating  the  matter,  my  lord  is 
led  as  high  as  the  letter  of  the  law  would 
vmit,  in  half  a  year's  valued  rent  The 
iTerity  of  this  procedure  appears  so  full 
om  the  above  representation,  that  I  need 
ake  no  reflections  upon  it,  but  go  forward 
•  the  sufferings  of  others  this  year. 
Thomas  Blackwell,  William  Stirling,  and 
obert  Fork,  prisoners  at  Glasgow,  and 
rmerly  declared  fugitive,  are  ordered,  Feb- 
lary  8th,  to  be  brought  in  prisoners  to 
dinbnrgh.  Whether  they  were  sent,  I 
now  not  We  have  seen  Mr  Blackwell 
leaped  out  of  prison  last  year  by  the 
*eadful  fire:  it  may  be  by  this  time  he  was 
ken  again,  but  this  I  know,  his  sufferings 
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were  very  sore  and  most  illegaL  An 
information  given  in  to  the  govern- 
ment after  the  revolution,  will  give  us  some 
hint  of  them,  though  far  short  of  what  they 
really  were ;  which  bears,  ''that  at  the  press- 
ing instance  of  Mr  Ross,  then  parson 
of  Glasgow,  and  afterwards  bishop  of  St 
Andrews,  in  the  year  1677,  Bfr  Blackwell 
was  committed  to  prison,  (for  house  and 
field  conventicles,  and  entertaining  noncon- 
formist ministers  in  his  house,)  even  when 
under  a  most  violent  fit  of  a  tormenting 
gravel :  but  one  night  the  door  being  open, 
and  the  jailor  drunk,  he  and  William  Stir- 
ling, a  gentleman  in  prison  with  him,  got 
out  The  council  cited  the  magistrates 
of  Glasgow,  and  they  having  no  defence 
to  make,  were  fined  in  ten  thousand  merks, 
which  fine  was  transacted  with  them  for 
two  thousand  merks,  by  one  of  the  managers. 
After  the  indemnity  1679,  Mr  Black  well  was 
attacked  by  the  cautioners  for  the  jailor,  who 
had  paid  the  fine,  and  put  again  in  prison,  and 
kept  there  under  great  torture  of  the  gravel 
for  a  long  time,  and  was  obliged  to  transact 
for  seven  thousand  merks  to  his  pursuers,  a 
good  part  of  which  was  paid,  though  William 
Stirling  was  not  at  all  pursued."  By  tliis  and 
many  other  hardships,  he  and  his  fiunily 
were  reduced  to  great  difficulties  and  encun»- 
brances,  and  yet  kind  providence  hath  well 
provided  for  them  since  the  revolution. 
Nothing  further  offers  as  to  the  other  two. 
Upon  the  22d  of  February,  Robert  Blae, 
late  bailie  of  Culross,  is  fined  for  being  at 
conventicles,  in  two  thousand  merks  Scots, 
and  William  Gray,  girdle-maker  there,  upon 
the  same  account,  is  fined  in  two  hundred 
merks.  Robert  Bennet  of  Chesters,  upon 
the  2d  of  May,  is  brought  before  the  coun- 
cil, for  being  at  a  field  conveDticle,  where 
they  allege  the  king's  forces  were  resisted;* 
and,  the  same  day,  the  soldiers  who  appre- 
hended Thomas  BUckwell  and  Robert 
Bennet,  are  allowed  ten  pounds  sterling  per 
piece  out  of  the  fines.  June  28th,  I  find 
the  council  fine  Bennet  of  Chesters  in  four 
thousand  merks  Scots,  for  conventicles,  and 


*    '111  it  was  the   conyenticla  at    LHietleaf. 
Vide  Note,  pa(e  ftlS. 
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.  ^  hig  hearing  and  convening  with  Mr 
John  Welsh,  and  appoint  him  to 
continue  in  the  Bass  till  he  pay  it  The 
same  day,  Adam  Stobie  of  Lnacar  is  fined 
by  the  council  in  three  thousand  meiks, 
for  keeping  conyenticles,  withdrawing  from 
public  ordinances,  reset  and  oonyene  with 
interoommuned  persons,  and,  after  payment 
of  the  fine,  ordered  to  be  transported  forth 
of  the  kingdom. 

June  28th,  John  Anderson  of  DowhiU, 
younger,  since  the  revolution  fireqnently 
provost  of  Glasgow,  was  brought  before  the 
committee  of  public  affairs,  and  was  accused 
of  many  conventicles,  and  a  tract  of  noncon- 
formity. All  was  remitted  to  his  own  oath 
for  probation,  which  he  refusing  to  give,  was 
held  as  confest.  He  voluntarily  admow* 
ledged  be  had  for  several  years  deserted  his 
own  church  at  Glasgow,  and  heard  the 
indulged,  that  he  had  a  child  baptized  by  an 
indulged  minister,  that  he  had  been  at  dre 
or  six  conventicles :  he  refused  to  engage 
to  hear  his  parish  minister,  and  they  fine 
him  in  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and 
appoint  him  to  lie  in  Edinbuigh  t<^booth 
till  he  pay  it.  There  he  continued  dose 
prisoner,  till  October  5th,  when  1  find  the 
council  order  him  to  be  liberate  upon  his 
payment  of  two  thousand  pounds  Scots.* 

Sir  Alexander  Bruce  of  Broomhall  is 
fined,  July  24th,  in  twelve  hundred  pounds. 
He  was  fully  regular  and  conform  himself, 
but,  it  seems,  had  not  violently  pressed  his 
tenants  to  subscribe  the  bond ;  and  some  of 
his  tenants  had  been  at  conventicles,  and 
their  fines  are  accumulated,  and  he  chaiged 


*  Among  the  public  tpirited  individuals  in 
Scotland,  who,  in  times  of  peculiar  difficulty, 
distinguished  themselves  bv  their  steadv  and 
noble  minded  adherence  to  the  cause  of  religious 
truth  and  civil  liberty,  and  who  shared  deeply 
in  the  sufferings  of  the  Umes,  no  one  is  entitled 
to  a  more  respectful  notice  than  John  Anderson 
of  Dowhill,  Glasgow,  afterward  lord  provost  of 
the  city  for  a  succession  of  years,  and  a  leading 
membor  of  all  its  commercial  and  civil  establish- 
ments. Descended  from  a  family  who  had  held 
a  principal  rank  in  the  magistracy  and  city  of 
Glasgow  since  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  he  earlv  devoted  his  excellent  talents 
and  extensive  influence  to  the  cause  of  his  suffer- 
ing church.  He  suffered  much  by  fine  and 
Imprisonment ;  but  it  pleased  God  to  spare  him 
to  see  the  triumpKs  of  the  cause  in  the  establish- 
meat  of  the  glorious  revolution.    In  theconven- 
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to  pay  them.  Besides  these  particular  fin- 
ings, I  find  a  great  many  ehaigca  issued  out, 
in  the  end  of  July,  against  ttaay  heritonin 
the  shires  of  Lanark  and  Renfrew,  to  appesr 
before  the  conneil  m  August  next;  whieb 
brought  them  to  a  vast  deal  of  trouble.  The 
form  of  the  charge  I  need  not  give  at  leogtk, 
but  I  shall  insert  the  abstract  of  an  origioal 
one  just  now  before  me,  and  they  nm  aO^ 
tmttatis  mutandu,  in  the  same  strain. 

«  Charles,  &c.  Whereas  it  is  huaUj 
meaned  and  shown  tons  by  Sir  John  NiibK 
our  advocate^  that  notwithstanding  of  set 
1st,  sees,  fld,  IstparLandaevend  other  kvi 
and  acts  of  pariiament,  withdrawing  fima 
public  ordinances,  irregnlar  manriagcs  sad 
baptisms,  converse  with  intereonusmied 
persons^  are  puniahaUe,  as  contained  in  our 
laws:  neverthdess,  it  is  of  Terity,  that  the 
persons  underwritten,  James  Smith  of  Tnl- 
lochshangh,  (no  more  are  named,  becaoM 
the  chaige  before  me  was  peraooallydelivcred 
to  this  gentleman,  in  the  pariah  of  Kilfaiidt 
andahire  of  Lanark,)  have  in  the  years  1674^ 
5,  6,  and  7,  kept  or  been  present  at  fidJ 
conventicles,  or  in  houses  in  the  parishes  of 
Hamilton,  Blantyre,  Donsyre,  Kilbride^  sr 
at  the  muir  of  ,  and  about  or  ncv 

the  said  places,  have  heard  divers  ovtcd 
ministers  preach,  expound  scripture,  pnj, 
and  exercise  severalotherfiinctionaofth^ 
ministry,  particularly  Mr  John  King,  Mr 
John  Dickson,  Mr  Andrew  Morton,  kc. 
and  have  had  their  children  baptised,  sad 
been  married  in  this  disorderiy  manner,  and 
have  convocate  numbers  of  people  to  theie 
meetings,  and  withdrawn  from  their  owa 


tion  of  estates  at  Edinburgh,  which  made  oftr 
of  the  crown  of  Scotland  to  William  and  Maiy, 
he  held  a  prominent  place  among  the  hurtsssw; 
and  his  name  appears  among  the  signatvni 
appended  to  the  public  deeds  on  that  imporCsat 
occasion.  A  beautiful  fiu:  simile  of  one  of  tb«t 
deeds,  namely,  the  celebrated  proteetation  by 
the  Scottish  oonTention,  was  IsteJv  published  is 
the  **  Acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,'*  ai- 
der the  char^  of  Thomas  lliomson,  £aa.  Hr 
Anderson  alterwards  sat  as  member  for  tke  dtj 
of  Glasgow,  in  the  first  parliaments  after  tk 
revolution,  and  in  the  leading  conkmittccs  m 
matters  of  trade  and  commerce  especially,  hi 
took  a  very  active  part  H^  was  provost  of 
Glasgow  for  the  years  1689,  1690,  1696,  l€B6, 
1699,  1700,  1703,  1704^— AcU  of  Scoto  Fkilii- 
ments  for  1669-90,  && ;  Clelahd's  Annals,  h 
104— i'rf. 
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ohurches,  or  at  least  have  reset  and  supplied, 
bttrboured,  or  ooiresponded  with  Mr  John 
Welsh,  Mr  John  King,  Mr  John  Dickson, 
or  oUiers  dedared  rebels  and  traitors,  who 
hftTe  been  intercommoned :  likeas,  the 
persons  underwritten  — ~^»-  (a  blank 
here  without  their  names)  landlords  and 
masters  to  the  foresaid  persons,  their  rent- 
allers  w  tenants,  who  have  not  given  obe- 
dience to  the  foresaid  biws,  in  taking  bonds 
firom  them  conform  thereunto,  ought  to  be 
iBSwerable  for  them,  and  liable,  and  decerned 
■gainst  for  the  pains  and  penalties  incurred 
by  the  said  rentallers  and  tenants:  as  also, 
tke  persons  underwritten,  ,  heri- 

tors ei  the  lands  above  written,  upon  which 
tlie  said  conventicles  were  kept,  ought  to  be 
liable  to  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling, 
for  each  one  of  the  said  conventicles  kept 
on  the  ground  of  their  lands.  Our  will  is 
lierefore,  and  we  charge  you  in  our  name 
and  authority,  to  charge  the  haill  persons 
alwvewritten,  to  compear  personally  before 
tin  lords  of  our  privy  tsoundl,  th^  7th  day 
of  August  next  to  come,  to  answer  to  the 
Ibreeaid  complaint,  and  give  their  oaths  of 
verity  upon  the  respective  articles  thereof; 
with  certification  if  they  fiiil  so  to  do,  they 
shall  be  held  as  confest  thereupon,  and 
decreet  and  sentence  accordingly  pass  upon 
them,  and  to  hear  and  see  such  order  taken 
WM  I4»pertains,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion. 
Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,  July 
28th,  1677." 

Such  chaiges  as  this  involved  the  whole 
ooontry  almost  in  trouble,  and  the  persons 
particularly  charged  in  great  difficulties  and 
Tast  expenses  to  get  rid  of  these  prosecu- 
tions; and  multitudes  of  them  were  given 
out  But  to  return  to  particular  persons ; 
August  2d,  John  Cunningham  of  Bedlane 
petitions  the  council  to  be  liberate  from 
prison  because  of  the  heavy  sickness  he  is 
fidlen  under.  They  grant  his  liberation, 
upon  his  giving  bond  and  caution  to  re-enter 
when  called,  under  the  penalty  of  five  thou- 
sand merks. 

Upon  the  7th  of  August,  I  find  some 
ladies  fined  by  the  coundL  Margaret  Rigg 
lady  Pitlbchie,  Margaret  Pitcaim  lady  Kin- 
kell,  are  cited  for  alleged  being  at  conven- 
ticles, and  when  not  compearing  they  are 

u. 


held  as  confessing,  and  the  lady 
ELinkell  fined  in  five  thousand  merks, 
and  the  other  in  a  thousand,  and  letters  are 
directed  against  them  and  their  husbands ; 
though,  if  I  mistake  it  not,  Pitlodiie  was  at 
this  time  in  the  Bass,  at  least  we  have  seen 
that,  October  6th,  an  order  is  given  for 
liberating  Pitlochie,  and  some  others,  from 
the  Bass.  In  October,  the  committee  for 
public  affairs  order  Robert  Ker  of  Kersland 
to  confine  himself  to  the  town  of  Irvine,  and 
a  mile  round  it:  and,  November  29th, 
Robert  Ker,  sometime  of  Kersland,  and 
Durham  of  Laigo,  prisoners  in  Edinbuigfa 
tolbooth,  are  ordered  to  be  liberate  without 
any  conditions ;  which  is  not  very  ordinary 
at  this  time.  This  liberation  of  Kersland  I 
set  down  as  I  find  it;  how  it  came  about  I 
know  not,  and  his  firiends  know  nothing 
about  it,  or  that  ever  it  came  to  his  know- 
ledge. I  meet  with  no  more  but  what  will 
natively  enough  fall  in  upon  the  following 
sections,  and  so  I  come  to 

SECT.  IIL 

Of  the  mare  general  procedure  of  the  council 
against  conventicles  andpresl^erians,  this 
year  1677. 

In  this  section  I  shall  give  the  reader 
some  view  of  the  actings  of  the  council, 
more  common  to  all  the  suffering  presby- 
terians,  until  the  design  of  the  Highland 
host  was  formed,  and  then  give  the  more 
direct  preparation  for  that  in  the  next 
section. 

February  13th,  the  council  give  com- 
mission to  the  lord  Maxwell,  a  papist, 
to  apprehend  presbyterian  ministers  and 
preachers,  and  substantial  heritors  found 
at  conventicles,  and  such  as  he  should  be 
well  informed  were  there,  in  the  shires  of 
Dumfries  and  Wigton,  and  stewartry  of 
Kirkcudbright ;  he  is  likewise  empowered 
to  uplift  the  &ve  thousand  merks  of  fines, 
lately  imposed  upon  the  parish  of  Dun- 
score  for  a  riot 

Great  care  was  taken  about  this  time  to 
have  the  youth  formed  according  to  the 
course  carried  on  at  present ;  so  upon  the 
6th  of  March,  the  coundl  pass  an  act, 
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discharging  any  students  at  any  nni- 
versity  to  be  admitted  to  receive  uni- 
versity degrees,  till  once  they  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  dechuration,  and  that 
under  pain  of  deprivation  to  the  masters  who 
should  confer  them.  This  bar  in  the  fountains 
of  learning,  upon  all  except  such  who  were 
of  a  particular  opinion,  or  cared  not  what 
they  declared,  hindered  many  youths  from 
receiving  their  degrees,  who  were  as  much 
deserving  as  those  who  got  theuL 

The  same  day  the  council  cause  write 
letters  to  the  sheriffs,  bailies  of  regalities, 
and  other  inferior  officers,  bearing,  that  for 
their  encouragement  to  prosecute  such  who 
haunted  conventicles,  they  are  warranted 
to  uplift  for  their  own  use  the  fines  by  law 
due  from  tenants,  cottars,  and  every  other 
person  below  the  degree  of  an  heritor;  and 
Iiliewise  they  are  appointed  to  uplift  the 
fines  of  heritors,  and  to  be  countable  for 
them  to  the  counciL  They  are  required  to 
be  diligent  and  strict  in  the  levying  the  fines 
from  all  persons  guilty,  and  send  in  frequent 
accounts  of  their  diligence  to  the  counciL 
Before  the  vacation,  upon  the  same  day,  I 
find  the  nomination  of  the  committee  for 
public  affidrs,  with  the  former  powers, 
recorded.  They  are  the  earb  of  Linlith- 
gow and  Winton,  the  lords  Elphingston  and 
Belhaven,  the  treasurer-depute,  advocate, 
and  lord  CoUington,  or  any  three  of  them. 
Upon  the  4th  of  April,  the  council,  in  a 
letter  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  complain 
that  great  numbers  of  conventicle-keepers, 
preachers,  and  hearers,  when  processed, 
fugitate,  and  pursued  by  his  majesty's  forces, 
go  over  the  border  to  England,  and  so 
escape.  They  eamestiy  beg  his  majesty 
may  provide  a  remedy  for  this  evil. 

May  2d,  a  good  many  of  the  royal  buighs 
are  writ  to  by  order  of  the  council,  to  be 
more  careful  in  suppressing  of  conventicles, 
and  send  punctual  accounts  of  their  diligence 
to  the  council  fr^m  time  to  time.  The 
buighs  of  Dunbar,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow, 
the  regality  of  Bunkle  in  Berwick,  and  the 
town  of  Aberdeen,  have  letters  ordered  to 
be  sent  them.  The  same  day,  colonel 
Borthwick,  who  commands  the  forces  lying 
at  Glasgow,  is  ordered  to  be  careful  to 
prevent  people's  going  out  of  that  place  to 


oonventicLet.  The  ooancil  is  infonned,  that 
early  in  the  morning  on  the  Sabbath,  graat 
numbers  there  use  to  go  out  to  conventicles, 
and  leave  their  own  churches.  The  soldieis 
are  appointed  to  be  set  at  the  gates,  and 
seize  such  who  offer  to  leave  the  town. 

It  hath  been  before  observed,  that  the 
committee  for  public  affairs  have  now  a 
great  part  of  the  procedure  against  presby- 
terians  in  their  hands,  and  therefore  I  shall 
here  set  down  a  pretty  large  report  they 
give  in  to  the  council  of  their  proceedings 
which  is  insert  in  their  books,  June  2^ 
and  though  it  repeat  some  things  before 
hinted  at,  yet  containing  some  other  par- 
ticulars, and  being  their  own  acoount,  I  give 
it  here. 

Report  to  the  council  by  the  commHtee  fir 
public  affairs,  Jime  2Sthy  1677. 

"  In  the  year  1674,  tiie  several  sherifi 
being  ordered  by  the  council  to  proceed 
against  the  keepers  of  conventicles,  and  to 
report  an  account  of  their  diligence,  accord- 
ing to  the  act  of  parliament,  some  of  the 
sherifis,  particukrly  the  sheriff  of  Stirling, 
having  returned  an  account,  that  they  had 
convened  and  sentenced  several  persons 
guilty  of  conventicles,  and  other  disorders^ 
issued  forth  their  precepts,  and  raised  letters 
of  homing  thereupon,  by  warrant  of  the 
lords  of  session,  but  their  sentences  were 
suspended  by  the  said  lords,  which  they 
were  not  in  a  capacity,  without  great  attend- 
ance and  expenses,  to  discuss.  The  coun- 
cil thought  fit  to  order,  that  hereafter  letters 
of  horning  upon  the  letters  of  the  sheriffi 
and  other  inferior  magistrates,  should  be 
direct  by  the  authority  of  the  council  only, 
and  that  no  suspension  thereof  should  pass 
but  by  the  counciL  And  accordingly,  letters 
of  horning  being  from  time  to  time  direct 
by  the  council,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  the  said  order  should  b« 
renewed,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
president  of  the  session  to  intimate  the 
same  to  the  lords,  and  that  the  clerk  of  the 
bills  should  be  discharged  to  present  any 
bills  for  homing  upon  the  said  precepts, 
or  to  present  any  bills  of  suspension,  upon 
any  charges  direct  by  the  authority  of 
council,  as  he  will  be  answerable. 
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*  The  committee  has  ordered  letters  of 
denunciation  to  be  direct  against  the  per- 
sons within  Glasgow,  who  did  not  compear 
to  answer  for  conventicles,  and  to  be  de- 
nounced, at  the  market  cross  of  the  shire, 
except  William  OoTan,  John  Leckie,  and 
Mr  William  Bell,  whose  appearance  is  con- 
tinued till  the  11th  of  July  next,  upon  cer- 
tificates produced  for  them. 

**  The  committee  being  informed,  that 
Mr  Peter  Paterson,  who  was  formerly 
denounced,  and  prisoner,  for  conventicles 
and  other  disorders,  and  thereafter,  upon 
bis  application,  confined  to  the  barony  of 
Restalrig,  hath  so  fiur  abused  that  favour, 
that  he  has  kept  frequent  meetings  in  his 
house,  so  frequent  that  people  at  these 
meetings  have  been  without  doors;  and 
there  being  some  of  the  sheriff's  officers 
aent  by  the  sheriff^s  order  to  take  notice 
thereof  on  Sunday  the  17th  instant,  he 
refused  to  open  his  doors,  which  they  de- 
dared  before  the  committee ;  and  that  they 
nw  him  and  some  others  with  him  looking 
ovit  at  his  windows,  and  heard  that  there 
were  many  persons  within  his  house,  who, 
upon  the  officers'  approach  made  their 
escape  out  at  a  back  passage.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  that  his  cautioner 
ought  to  be  ordered  to  enter  his  person  in 
prison  in  the  toibooth  of  Edinburgh  in  forty- 
eight  hours,  under  the  penalty  of  two 
thousand  merks,  conform  to  his  bond. 

''Whereas  captain  John  Inglis,  a  sergeant, 
and  four  rate  of  musketeers,  were  at  con- 
siderable chai^ges  and  trouble  in  taking  of 
William  Stobie  of  Luscar,  now  prisoner  in 
the  toibooth  of  Edinbui|fh;  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  to  allow  them 
tiuree  hundred  merks  out  of  the  first  and 
readiest  of  the  said  WiUiam  Stobie's  fine, 
being  the  tenth  part  of  it,  to  be  divided  at 
nght  of  the  earl  of  Linlithgow. 

"  The  committee  considering,  that  divers 
persons  are  imprisoned  in  the  toibooth  of 
Edinburgh,  and  divers  other  ph&ces,  who 
before  their  imprisonment,  were  denounced 
bis  majesty's  rebels,  and  put  to  the  horn  for 
tbeir  contumacy  in  not  appearing  before  the 
council,  and  several  of  them  intercommuned : 
it  is  their  opinion,  that  in  setting  them  or 


any  of  them  to  liberty,  this  method 
be  followed;  that  suspension  or 
relaxation  be  passed  for  them  before  the 
council  or  committee,  to  such  a  competent 
diet  as  shall  be  found  fit,  upon  caution  to 
be  found  for  their  personal  compearance  at 
that  diet,  and  the  haiil  diets  thereafter, 
until  the  suspension  be  discussed,  under  a 
particular  penalty:  and  that  in  the  mean^ 
time  they  shall  fluent  ordinances  in  their 
own  parish  churches,  and  shall  not  go  to 
any  conventicles,  or  correspond  with,  har- 
bour, or  reset  any  intercommuned  persons, 
under  a  particular  penalty,  toties  quoties, 
conform  to  the  quality  of  the  person. 

**  The  committee  having  called  the  magis- 
trates of  Culross,  who  were  cited  for  per- 
mitting one  Mr  Michael  Potter,  a  fugitive 
person,  to  be  schoolmaster  there,  and  for 
resetting  one  William  Adam  a  fugitive  and 
banished  person,  and  others;  one  of  the 
bailies  compearing  declared,  that  the  magis- 
trates knew  not  the  said  schoolmaster  was 
fugitive,  and  that  he  is  gone  to  Holland 
twenty  days  since,  and  that  sen  sine  (since 
that  time)  the  school  is  planted  with  a  regular 
person:  that  William  Adam  had  a  house  in 
the  town,  and  his  wife  kept  a  shop,  and  that 
he  was  very  seldom  seen  himself,  and  that 
the  bailie  undertook,  that  if  he  could  be 
found  within  their  liberties,  to  apprehend 
and  present  him. 

**  There  being  a  conventicle  kept  in  Cul- 
ross, Sabbath  was  eight  days,  which  was 
dissipate  by  captain  Buchan,  and  about 
eighteen  persons  seised  upon,  and  impri- 
soned in  Culross,  upon  examination  the 
committee  finds,  that  the  magistrates  had 
set  some  of  them  at  liberty  at  their  own 
hand.  The  committee  has  ordered  the 
magistrates  to  call  them  all  back  to  prison, 
and  hath  condescended  upon  the  person; 
most  substantial  of  them,  and  appointed  the 
magistrates  to  produce  them  before  the 
council  this  day  se'en-night ;  and  if  the  rest 
who  are  mean  persons  will  give  bond  to 
keep  their  own  parish  churches,  and  not 
keep  conventieles,  they  have  appointedthem 
to  liberate  them,  otherwise  to  continue  them 
in  prison.  The  committee  find  the  magis- 
trates are  calpable,  and  deserve  to  be  fined : 
but  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  council  shaL 
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delaj  to  punish  them  for  some  time, 
that  thej  may  see  what  will  be  their 
future  carriage,  and  have  time  to  search  fw 
and  apprehend  the  said  William  Adam, 
which  the  bailie  present  undertook  to  do. 

"  Mr  James  Dnimmond  being  formerly 
imprisoned  for  conventicles  in  the  town  of 
Edinburgh,  and  set  at  liberty  upon  his 
engagement  not  to  keep  any  in  time  to 
come,  being  apprehended  at  Glasgow,  and 
liberate  upon  caution  to  compear  this  day,  he 
compeared  before  the  committee,  and  being 
examined,  he  could  not  deny  but  that  he 
kept  both  house  and  field  conventicles,  since 
he  was  liberate,  contrary  to  his  former 
engagement;  and  being  sgain  asked,  if  he 
would  yet  forbear  to  keep  conventicles,  he 
refused  so  to  do.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  he  should  be  presently  sent  to 
the  Bass,  and  thereupon  his  cautioners  may 
have  up  their  bond  foresaid." 

The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
having  considered  the  foresaid  report,  they 
remit  the  first  article  thereof  to  the  foresaid 
committee  to  be  considered  further,  and 
approve  of  the  rest  of  the  articles.  This 
report  is  a  specimen  of  the  diligence  of  this 
committee,  and  had  all  their  reports  been 
recorded  in  the  registers,  I  should  have 
been  in  case  to  have  given  a  more  par- 
ticular account  of  the  procedure  of  this 
time,  whereas  now  I  have  it  but  in  broken 
hints,  sometimes  from  the  council's  actings, 
and  at  other  times  from  the  committee's 
partial  accounts. 

To  go  on,  July  19th,  the  council  grant  a 
commission  to  Sir  William  Murray  of  Sten- 
hope,  whom  we  shall  meet  with  afterwards, 
to  Posso  and  Isk,  officers  of  the  militia, 
to  dissipate  conventicles  in  the  shire  of 
Peebles ;  and  the  first  was  very  careful  in 
this  matter,  and  afterwards  we  shall  find  him 
clothed  with  higher  powers. 

Upon  the  24th  of  July,  *<  The  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council  considering  that  the 
proclamation,  dated  July  18th,  1674,  obliges 
heritors  for  their  tenants,  chamberlains,  &c 
which  was  gone  into  with  the  greatest 
deliberation,  will  be  found  most  effectual  to 
prevent  conventicles  at  this  time,  ordain  the 
same  to  be  prosecute,  and  put  in  further 
execution ;  and  in  order  thereunto,  that  | 


upon  information  of  any  conventicles  in  aoy 
place,  the  heritors  to  whom  persons  present 
are  tenants,  chamberlains,  &c.  shall  be  cited 
as  well  as  they,  to  hear  and  see  themselves 
found  liable  for  their  fines,  if  they  cannot 
make  it  appear  they  have  taken  bond  of 
them,  and  reported  the  same  in  doe  time, 
conform  to  the  proclamation."  It  was  upon 
this  that  the  charge  and  council-lettefs  we 
heard  of  in  the  preceding  section,  against 
James  Smith  of  Tullochshaugh,  or  Thorn- 
ton, and  many  others,  was  given,  and  mahi^ 
tudes  of  gentlemen  put  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble:  but  the  managers  stopped  not 
here ;  it  was  not  thought  so  good  to  proie- 
cute  gentlemen  upon  a  proclamation  which 
had  not  been  much  execute  for  near  km 
years,  and  therefore  new  hardships  are  pot 
upon  heritors,  which  I  shall  give  aooonnt  d, 
when  I  have  observed,  that  upon  the  26th 
of  July,  the  council  are  pleased  to  allow 
the  prisoners  in  the  Bass  liberty  to  walk 
every  where  above  the  walls,  except  Mr 
James  Mitchell,  who  is  to  be  kept  dose 
prisoner.  This  was  a  little  refreshing  to 
these  worthy  persons. 

Meanwhile,  August  2d,  the  council  cone 
to  emit  a  new  proclamation  in  proseoutien 
of  that  1674^  a  copy  of  which,  i*-ith  the 
bond,  see  note,*  by  which  all  heritors. 


•  C<mncU*s  proclamation,  wUh  the  tenor  of  the 
bond,  August  2tU  J677. 

Charles,  by  the  gnce  of  God,  king  of  Grest 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  th« 
faith,  to  our  lyon  king  at  arms,  or  his  breth- 
ren,  macers  of  coancil,  pursaiTsnts,  mcosengen 
at  arms,  our  sheriffs  in  that  part,  conjunctly  and 
severally,  specially  constitute,  greeting:  l«oras- 
mocb  as,  notwithstanding  of  the  many  good  acts 
and  laws  made  in  our  parliaments  and  privy 
council,  for  securing  the  protestant  religion,  tin 
order  and  unity  of  the  charoh,  and  the  tranqaii- 
lity  and  peace  of  the  kingdom,  many  do^  oosti- 
nately  continue,  through  ignorance,  pn^judice, 
or  disaffection,  to  withdraw  from  the  paUie 
worship,  and  to  frequent  house  and  field  eonveo- 
tides,  which  we  have  so  often  declared  to  be  the 
nurseries  of  schism,  and  rendezvouses  of  reM- 
lion,  tending  to  debauch  our  subjects  from  that 
reverence  due  to  religion,  and  that  obedience 
they  owe  to  our  authority;  and  considering^ 
that  these  offenders  take  encouragement  frosa 
their  supposing  a  remissness  in  the  due  and  vig»> 
roos  execution  of  our  good  and  wholesome  law* 
and  acts  provided  against  them  :  therefore  we, 
with  advice  of  the  lords  of  our  privy  council,  faa 
pursuance  of  our  late  proclamation,  dated  the 
eighth  day  of  June,  1674  years,  commanding 
all  heritors  and  landlords,  liferenters,  torequirs 
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letters,  and  liferenten,  are  required  to  engage 
iiemaelves  by  a  bond,  not  only  for  tfaem- 
lelTes  and  fiunilies,  but  for  all  that  lived 
inder  them,  that  they  shall  not  keep  or  be 


thdr  rentallen  and  tenants  ta  subseribe  the  bond 
ifter«to  rabjoined,  and  of  the  seventh  act  of  the 
Mcond  session  of  onr  second  parliament,  where- 
bj  all  our  subjects  were  dlschamd  to  withdraw 
rrom  the  established  meetings  of  divine  worship, 
declaring  that  every  person  who  should  absent 
themselves  without  a  reasonable  cause,  to  be 
allowed  or  disallowed  by  the  judges  and  magis- 
trates theraanent,  should,  if  they  had  any  land 
In  heritage,  liferent,  or  proper  wadset,  pay  the 
6fth  part  of  his  or  her  valued  yearly  rent,  every 
tenant  she  pounds,  every  cottar  or  servant  forty 
shillings :  as  also  of  the  sixth  act  of  the  same 
parliament,  ail  our  subjects  prohibited  to  cause 
baptise  their  children  by  any  save  tbeir  own 
pariah  minister,  or  such  as  are  authorized  by 
the  established  government  of  the  church,  &c 
declaring  that  the  parent  offender  should  pay 
the  foorth  part  of  his  valued  rent,  if  an  heritor, 
liferenter,  or  proper  wadsetter;  fifty  pounds  if 
m  tenant,  twenty  pounds  if  a  cottar,  half  a  year's 
A«  U  a  servant ;  as  also  of  the  S4th  act  of  the  first 
session  of  onr  'first  parliament,  discharging  all 
oar  subjects  to  procure  themselves  to  be  married 
hy  Jesuits,  priests,  deposed  or  suspended  minis- 
Un,  or  any  others  not  authorized  by  law ;  each 
nobleman  under  the  penalty  of  one  thousand 
pounds,  each  baron  one  thousand  merks,  each 
gentleman  and  burgess  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
each  other  person  of  an  hundred  merks  Soots ; 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  other  laws  and  acts 
thereanent  provided,  do,  with  advice  foresaid, 
htfeby  require  and  command  all  masters  of  fa^ 
milies,  to  cause  their  chamberlains,  grieves,  do- 
mestics, servants,  and  others  entertained  by 
them,  give  due  and  exact  obedience  to  the  f(n«- 
•aiJ  acts,  and,  in  case  of  their  disobedience,  to 
remove  them  out  of  their  service,  under  the 

Cins  and  penalties  contained  in  the  said  acts. 
Uceas,  we  strictly  command  and  require  all 
heritors,  wadsetters,  liferenters,  and  landlords, 
Co  require  their  rentallers  and  tenants  to  sub- 
scribe the  bond  hereunto  subjoined,  authorizing 
them  hereby  to  raise  letters  to  charge  them  for 
that  effect,  upon  six  days,  and  to  denounce  and 
iwistrate  them  to  our  horn,  if  they  be  tenants 
who  have  tacks,  and  if  they  be  moveable  tenants, 
that  they  shall  upon  tbeir  disobedience  recover 
dacreets  of  removal  and  ejection  against  them : 
and  we  do  hereby  discbarge  the  said  heritors, 
liferenters,  landlords,  &c  to  set  tbeir  lands  here- 
after to  any  person,  by  word  or  writ,  without 
inserting  the  foresaid  suretv  in  tacka,  and  tak- 
ing bonds  apart,  in  case  there  be  no  written 
tadks,  that  their  said  tacksmen,  rentallers  and 
others,  their  hinds,  cottars,  and  others  who  shall 
live  under  them  in  the  said  lands,  shall  give  obe- 
dience in  manner  foresaid ;  and  in  case  of  their 
dlaebedience,  that  their  rights,  tacks,  and  pos- 
sessions, shall  be  void  and  null,  ipv>  JitclOf 
without  any  declarator  to  pass  thereupon.  It 
is  likewise  hereby  declared,  that  if  any  cottars  or 
servants,  for  whom  the  rentallers  or  tenants 
stand  bound,  shall  be  found  guilty  by  transgress- 
ing the  foresaid  laws  and  acts,  the  respective 
masters  shall  have  their  relief  off  the  said  eon- 
traveners:  and  it  is  further  declared,  that  all 
masters  of  families,  landlords,  and  heritors,  who 


present  at  any  conventicle,  or  bap-  j^,^-^ 
tiie  or  marry  with  outed  ministers, 
and  that  under  the  highest  penalties,  which 
are  repeated  from  the  former  acts,  and  the 


shall  not  give  punctual  obedience,  they  shall  be 
liable  In  the  same  pains  and  penalties  due  by 
contraveners,  but  pr^ndiee  always  of  proceed- 
ing against  the  contraveners,  and  inflicting  upon 
them  the  pains  contained  in  the  said  acts  of  par- 
liament:   and  seeing  the  single  and   liferent 
escheat  of  such  as  live  within  regalities  belong 
to  the  respective  lords  thereof,  we  no  ways  in- 
tending to  prejudge  the  civil  rights  of  our  sub- 
jects, do  allow  them  to  have  the  benefit  tha«>f, 
according  to  law ;  but,  with  advice  foresiUd,  do 
strictly  charge  and  command  them  to  use  exact 
diligence  against  the  contraveners  of  the  foresaid 
laws,    witnin   their    respective  jurisdictions : 
with  certification,  that  ir  they  prosecute  them 
not,  without  collusion,  within  thirty  days  after 
their  delinquency,  we  will  call  them  before  our 
council,  and  punish  them  for  the  neglect  of 
their  duty,     it  is  hereby  declared,  that  these 
presents  shall  no  ways  derogate  to  the  former 
proclamation,  obliging  heritors  and  others  for 
their  tenants,  cottars,  and  others,  but  that  the 
same  shall   stand  and  continue  in  full  force, 
strength,  and  effect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes: 
and  that  the  said  presents  may  be  notified  to  all 
concerned ;  our  will  is  herefore,  and  we  charge 
you  strictly  and  command,  that  incontinent, 
these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market-cross 
of  Kdinboi^h,  and  other  places  needful,  and 
there,  with  all  due  solemnity,  in  our  name  and 
authority,  by  open  proclamation,  make  publica- 
tion.    And  for  the  better  execution  of  these 
presents,  we  require  the  several  sheriiKi  and 
their  deputes,  with  all  possible  diligence,  to 
cause  raid  and  publish  the  same  upon  a  Sabbath- 
day,  at   the   several  parish  kirks  within   the 
bounds  of  their  sheriffdoms,  albeit  some  of  these 
parishes  may  belong  to  other  jurisdictions,  inti- 
mating to  the  heritors  and  others  foresaid,  that 
they  cause  their  tenants  subscribe  these  bonds, 
and  report  the  same  to  their  respective  sheriffs 
or  their  deputes,  who  are  ordered  to  return  to 
our  council  an  account  of  their  diligence,  wiUiin 
the  bounds  reported  to  them,  by  the  hwitors  and 
others    f<»«said,  within  the  spaces  following, 
viz.     The  sheriffs  of  the  sheriffdoms  of  Edin- 
burgh, Haddington,  Berwick,  Roxlmrgh,  Sel- 
kirk,   Peebles,    Lanark,    Linlithgow,  Stirling, 
Dumbarton,     Renfrew,     Perth,    and    Forfiu*, 
betwixt  and  the  second  Thursday  of  November 
next,  and  the  sheriffs  of  the  remanent  sheriff- 
doms within  this  kingdom,  betwixt  and  the 
second  Thursday  of  Decemlter  thereafter ;  and 
ordain  these  presents  to  be  printed  and  publish- 
ed, that  none  pretend  ignorance,  acoordingto 
justice,  as  ye  will  answer  to  us  thereupon.  The 
which  to  do,  &c.     Given  under  our  signet  at 
Edinburgh,  the  2d  of  August  1667,  and  of  onr 
reign  the  29th  year. 

FoUaws  ike  tenor  of  the  bond, 
I  do  hereby  bin<f  and  oblige  me,  that 

I,  my  wife,  children  m  my  family,  cottars  and 
servants,  shall  not  withdraw  from  public  divine 
worship  in  our  respective  parish  courdies,  but 
shall  attend  the  public  ordinances  there  at  the  or- 
dinary diets  thereof,  under  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties contained  in  the  seventh  asX  oi  Vba  vwaxv^ 
session  of  hUma^e^t^  «  aecon4  vuYM3ii«aV^>&^ 
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obligation  is  put  in  the  foim  of  a 
bond  and  annexed.  To  secure 
obedience  to  this,  August  7tb,  powers  and 
commission  is  granted  by  the  conncily  to 
several  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  very 
ample  form,  for  putting  the  laws  against 
conventicles  and  other  disorders,  in  ezecn- 
tion.  This  was  a  kind  of  high  commission 
renewed  sgain  in  little,  and  very  quickly 
backed  more  powerfully  with  a  Highland 
host  I  shall  first  set  down  the  persons 
commissioned,  with  their  respective  bounds, 
and  then  their  commission  and  instructions 
common  to  all  of  them*  The  lord  treasurer 
is  appointed  for  the  shire  of  Edinburgh;  the 
earl  of  Winton,  Belhaven,  Haddington,  for 
the  shire  of  Linlithgow;  the  marquis  of 
Athole  for  Perth;  the  earl  of  Hume  for  the 
Merse  and  Teviotdale;  the  lairds  of  Philip- 
haugh  and  Haining  for  Selkirk ;  the  lord 
Ross  for  the  nether  ward  of  Clydesdale  and 
Renfrew;  earl  of  Wigton  for  the  upper  ward 
of  Clydesdale;  Robert  Dalaiel  of  Glenae 
for  Dumfries;  Richard  Murray  of  Burghton 
(Broughton)  for  Kirkcudbright;  the  earl  of 
Olencaim  for  Ayrshire  and  Dumbarton; 
earl  of  Argyle  for  Argyleshire ;  Kinghom 
and  Sir  Charles  Erskine  of  Cambo  for  Rfe 
and  Kinross ;  Richard  Murray  of  Bui^hton 
for  Wigton;  Sir  William  Murray  of  Sten- 
hope  for  Peebles;  earl  of  Mar  and  lord 
Elphingston  for  Stirling  and  Clackmannan; 
Errol  and  Marischal  for  Kintore ;  the  lairds 
of  Auchmedden  and  Boyne  for  Bamff  aud 


is  six  pounds  Scots  for  every  tenant,  and  forty 
shillings  Scots  for  every  cottar  or  servant;  as 
also,  that  neittier  they  nor  I  shall  contravene  the 
sixth  act  of  that  same  second  session  of  parlia- 
ment, in  having  any  children  of  ours  baptized 
with  any  save  our  own  parish  ministers,  or 
others  lawfully  authorizMl  conform  to  the  said 
act,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  Scots  for 
every  tenant,  and  twenty  pounds  Scots  for  every 
cottar,  toties  quotieSj  and  that  neither  I  nor  they 
shall  be  nuirried  by  ministers  not  lawfully 
authorized,  contrary  to  the  S4th  act  of  the  first 
session  of  his  majesty's  first  parliament,  under 
the  penalty  of  an  nundred  merks,  toties  quotieSf 
and  that  I,  and  my  wife,  and  my  children  in 
family,  cottars  and  servants,  shall  not  be  present 
at  on  vpu tides,  either  in  houses  or  in  the  fields, 
under  the  penalty  contained  in  the  acts  of  par- 
liament and  former  proclamation  of  council, 
consenting  thir  presents  be  insert  and  n^strate 
in  the  boolcs  of  privy  council,  that  letters  and 
executorials  may  pass  hereupon  in  form,  as 
effein,  &o. 


Aberdeen ;  eari  of  Marischal  for  Kindrdine; 
eari  of  Murray  for  Elgin,  Nairn,  and  Inver* 
ness ;  Sir  John  Urqubart  of  Cromarty  ior 
Cromarty ;  earl  of  Airly  for  Forfiu*.  Next 
I  insert  the  tenor  of  their  commission,  ss  it 
stands  in  the  council  books. 

Commutian, 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
considering,  that  albeit  many  persons  have 
been  convened  before  the  council  or  oosih 
missioners  of  council,  for  conventicles,  dis- 
orderly marriages  and  baptisma,  withdrawiiy 
from  public  ordinances,  and  other  disorderi j 
practices,  for  divers  yesrs  past,  some  whereof 
are  fined,  and  their  fines  not  exacted,  sad 
others,  the  far  greater  part,  are  dedared 
fugitives,  for  their  contempt  in  not  appearinf 
bef(Hne  the  council  or  their  commissioncn 
of  council,  and  letters  of  intercommuni^ 
directed  against  them;  and  albeit  the  es- 
cheats of  seversl  be  gifted  to  bis  mijcsty'i 
cash-keeper,  for  his  majesty's  use,  and  de- 
creets of  general  dedarature  passed  tber^ 
upon ;  yet,  for  want  of  particular  infoms* 
tions  of  the  estates  of  Uioee  persons,  sad 
sums  due  to  them,  special  declaratures  are 
not  passed  on  the  same,  which  cannot  be 
done,  except  particular  persons  be  pitched 
upon  in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  when 
these  persons  live,  have  their  residence  aad 
estates,  who  might  make  it  their  work,  aad 
have  some  allowance  out  of  the  particnkr 
persons'  fines  for  their  encouragement;  ban 

therefore  recommended  it  to to 

take  under  his  particular  care  and  chaxft 
the  executing  the  sentences  of  the  council 
already  passed,  fining  any  persons  within  tfct 

bounds  of  the  shire  of and  rojd 

bui^hs  within  the  same,  and  executing  lettoi 
of  caption  against  such  ss  are  already  d^ 
clared  fugitive,  for  convening  persons  nst 
already  cited,  or  not  proceeded  against,  sad 
for  putting  the  sentences  of  inferior  mi^ 
trates  in  execution :  nith  full  warrant  sad 
commission  to  nominate  such  a  person  or 
persons  for  whom  he  will  be  answerable  m 
will  vigorously  go  about  that  service^  sol 
uplift  and  exact  the  fines  and  escheats; 
which  persons  are  to  proceed  according  to 
the  instructions  given  herewith,  and  he  is  to 
call  before  him  the  person  or  persons  nosu- 
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uite,  aod  require  an  aooount  of  them,  that 
le  majr  report  to  the  council :  and  sherifis 
ind  all  magistrates  are  required  to  give 
qpeedy  hdlp  and  assistance  to  the  persons 
hus  nominate;  and  all  officers  of  the  stand* 
ng  forces  and  militia  are  to  concur  to  the 
(xecution  of  the  decreets  of  council,  or 
nferior  judicatories  in  the  foresaid,  as  re- 
[oired,  at  their  periL  And  the  lords  declare, 
hat  upon  Hsts  given  in  of  escheats  not  yet 
iplifted,  they  will  cause  them  to  be  passed 
n  their  name,  and  they  shall  have  one  half 
if  them,  and  one  half  of  the  fines  of  all 
)erM>ns  within  the  said  bounds,  which  shall 
w  uplifted  by  their  diligence,  and  the  one 
lalf  of  the  fines,  not  yet  uplifted  by  sheriflb 
jid  other  inferior  magistrates,  uplifted  by 
bar  diligence ;  they  always  being  countable 
o  the  treasury  for  the  other  half:  and  the 
orda  will  grant  particular  c(»nmi8sions  to 
he  said  persons  for  uplifting  the  fines  and 
•acheats,  conform  to  the  lists  given  in  to 
ind  approven  by  the  council,  or  their  com- 
oittee,  to  stand  in  ftdl  force  till  repealed." 


in  pursuance  of  a  commission 
ffiven, 

^  Yon  are  to  inform  yourself  of  all  persons 
vilfty  of  withdrawing  firom  public  ordinances 
aparish  churche8,of  keeping  of  conventicles 
B  houses  and  fields,  and  disorderly  baptisms 
ad  marriages,  and  send  in  a  list  of  their 
Minea,  designations,  and  the  persons  to 
rhom  they  are  tenants,  to  the  clerks  of  the 
my  council,  that  charges  may  be  given 
hem  to  answer  before  the  privy  council, 
ad  the  names  of  all  intercommuned  persons, 
0  tiie  end  that  they  may  be  cited  before  the 
onnciL  You  may  always  convene  and 
NDsne  any  of  these  persons  before  the 
iMariff,  steward,  bailie  of  the  regality,  or 
ai^gistrates  of  burghs  within  the  bounds,  as 
"OH  shall  think  fit 

**  MThen  any  summons  are  sent  from  the 
lomicil  for  citing  such  delinquents  before 
hem,  you  must  take  special  care  that  the 
Mssenger  employed  cause  cite  them  person- 
ily,  if  possible. 

*  You  are  to  prosecute  diligently  the  up- 
ifting  of  the  escheats  of  such  persons  as 
ihall  be  sent  you  in  a  list  by  his  majesty's 
loKcitor;  and  in  order  thereunto  ye  are 


to  inform  yourselves  of  the  rents 
of  their  estates  or  sums  due  to  '^''* 
them,  and  canse  arrest  the  same,  and  cause 
advertise  the  debitors  and  tenants  of  their 
danger,  if  they  pay  after  arrestment ;  and  in 
case  any  of  tiiem  do  pay,  you  are  to  send 
in  a  list  of  their  names  to  the  solicitor,  that 
they  may  be  prosecute  for  breach  of  arrest- 
ment 

''Yon  are  to  cause  poind  the  goods  of 
such  persons  as  are  fined,  or  shall  be  fined, 
and  obtain  decreet  for  malriny  arrested  goods 
forthcoming,  and  decreets  of  special  declara- 
ture,  and  crave  the  sheriff,  or  other  inferior 
magistrate's  concourse,  if  need  be. 

"  Yon  are  to  call  from  his  majesty's  soli- 
citor for  the  names  of  such  as  are  declared 
fugitive  within  your  bounds,  and  deliver  the 
same  in  rolls  to  the  judges  and  clerks  of 
inferior  courts,  that  they  may  be  debarred 
from  pursuit  or  defence  in  any  action  till 
they  be  relaxed. 

**  You  are  to  apprehend  and  imprison  all 
intercommuned  persons  or  frigitives  in  your 
lists,  and  require  the  magistrates'  or  soldiers' 
assistance. 

^  You  are  to  inform  yourself  of  all  per- 
sons fined  before  sherifis  or  other  ma- 
gistrates; and  if  the  fines  be  not  uplifted, 
to  call  for  them;  and  for  this  end  you  are  to 
require  lists  from  sheriffs  and  other  ma- 
gistrates. 

"  You  are  to  inform  yourself  what  dili- 
gence sheriffs  and  other  magistrates  use  in 
prosecution  of  the  laws  against  conventicles 
and  other  disorders,  and  report  to  the  coun- 
dL 

"  You  are  hereby  authorized,  upon  i4)pli- 
cation  of  any  person  or  persons  fined  by 
sheriflb  or  other  magistrates,  or  hereafter 
shall  be  fined  upon  your  delation,  to  remit 
and  discharge  their  fines,  on  their  giving 
bond  for  their  orderly  behaviour  hereafter, 
providing  this  do  not  extend  to  persons  who 
are  or  shall  be  fined  for  disorderly  baptism 
or  marriage. 

"  You  are  from  time  to  time  to  advertise 
the  council,  or  committee  of  it,  of  aU  ftuther 
expedients  thought  needftd,  for  putting  the 
laws  against  disorders  in  execution;  and 
once  every  three  months  to  send  an  exact 
account  of  your  diligence." 
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FoUowM  the  bond  maUumed  m  the 
uutntctknu. 
as  ]irinoip«l,  and 


caationcr  for  me,  bind  and  oblige  in  ooo- 

junctly  and  leTerallj,  that  I shall 

frequent  the  ordinances  in  my  parish  church, 
and  I  shall  not  go  to  house  or  field  con- 
venticles at  any  time  hereafter,  nor  shall 
reset,  supply,  or  commune  with  any  inter- 
communed  persons,  under  the  penalty  of 
toHea  qmoties.  Add  a  clause  of  re- 
lief and  reg^istration  as  usual 

"iVoto,  The  penalty  is  to  be  filled  up 
according  to  the  quality  of  him  who  gives 
the  bond,  as  the  person  overseer  shall  see 
fit :  and  in  case  the  person  be  so  mean,  that 
he  cannot  find  caution,  he  shall  take  the 
person's  own  bond  without  caution.*' 

It  is  almost  needless  to  make  any  re- 
marks upon  this  commission,  and  those 
powers.  The  narratiTe  of  the  council  com- 
mission refers  almost  to  one  thing,  to  wit, 
the  want  of  knoidedge  of  the  lands  of  in- 
tercommuned  persons ;  but  the  assumption 
and  inference  from  these  premises  is  very 
large,  and  almost  every  thing  relative  to  the 
suffering  presbyterians,  is  not  only  commit- 
ted to  these  noblemen  and  gentlemen  named, 
but  they  are  enabled  to  subcommit  their 
power  again  to  as  many  as  they  pleased,  to 
be  inquisitors  and  oppressors  of  the  country, 
and  they  have  the  greatest  arguments  given 
them  to  be  severe  in  their  impositions,  the 
one  half  of  the  fines  to  themselves. 

When  the  proclamation  with  the  bond 
came  west,  the  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and 
heritors,  were  very  much  alarmed  with  it. 
They  reckoned  it  the  hardest  thing  that 
could  be,  that  they  should  bind  and  oblige 
themselves  for  those  who  were  not  in  their 
power,  and  to  be  required  to  do  impos- 
sibilities: they  alleged  that  many  of  the 
counsellors  themselves  could  not  safely 
bind  themselves  for  their  own  families,  and 
how  could  country  gentlemen  be  bound  for 
such  multitudes  under  such  severe  penalties. 
Upon  this  emergent,  a  great  number  of 
noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  heritors  of  the 
shire  of  Ayr  met ;  the  earl  of  Loudon  was 
chosen  preses  of  the  meeting,  and  after 
reasoning  upon  this  subject,  they  agreed 
upon  a  letter  to  the  council  (a  copy  of 


which  I  have  not  teen,)  wheremtliey  excuse 
themselves  for  refusing  a  bond  which  they 
could  not  keep,  and  hnmUy  propose  another 
expedient  for  the  peace  of  tUr  ooontry, 
and  that  was  a  further  extending  and  eo- 
laiging  the  libei^  to  presbyterians;  the 
letter  was  signed  by  the  earL  This  wss 
taken  so  ill  by  the  managers,  that  this  ex- 
cellent noUeman  (of  whom  I  have  it  affina- 
ed  by  such  who  intimately  knew  him,  thst 
if  he  had  had  opportunities  to  have  exerted 
his  bright  parts,  he  would  have  made  no  Icn 
a  figure  in  the  world  than  his  excdlcat 
fisther,)  after  this  was  never  in  fisvour,  sad 
after  several  hardships,  at  length  he  took 
upon  him  a  voluntary  exile,  and  died  st 
Leyden.*  In  Clydesdale  the  prodamatioii 
was  no  better  entertained.  Duke  Hamilton 
was  no  friend  to  it,  and,  as  has  been  noticed, 
in  no  good  terms  with  the  eonrt  The 
heritors  of  Lanarkshire  met  at  Hamilton, 
and  unanimously  agreed  to  refuse  the  hood. 
The  reqmsition  was  tnily  so  hard,  that  pc^ 
sons  who  had  no  inclination  to  oooventicki, 
or  any  regard  to  presbyterians,  would  not 
go  into  it,  were  it  only  fi!om  a  principle  of 
saving  their  estates;  they  could  not  bind  Ur 
their  fiunilies,  far  less  their  tenants.  Thoi 
the  prodamation  met  with  rubs,  and  the 


*  He  died  in  1664,  and  at  the  very  time  wfaca 
the  council  at  Edinburgh  were  engaced  in  oo(- 
lawinf  him  and  George  lord  MelviUe  for  naa- 
compearance  to  answer  to  a  charge  of  hifti 
treason.  Fountalnhaire  Decinions,  toI.  i.  p- 
308.  He  married  lady  Margaret  Mootgoaerj. 
daughter  of  Hugh  7th  earl  of  Kglinum :  he  wit 
succeeded  by  hia  eon  Hugh  Sd  earl,  who  married 
lady  Margaret  Dalrymple,  only  daughter  sf 
John  1st  earl  of  Stair,  who  sarviTed  her  bnabani 
46  years,  dying  in  1777,  in  the  100th  vear  of  ber 
age,  a  lady  of  remarkable  accomplishments* 
This  earl  died  in  17S1,  and  was  8ucoe«ded  hi  hit 
son  John  4th  earl,  who  died  in  17b&  without 
issue,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  son  of  Sir  JaiMt 
Campbell  of  Lawers  (Sd  son  of  J  amea  the  2d  esri). 
who  married  lady  Jean  Boyle,  daughter  of  tlie 
earl  of  Glasgow,  ( who  by  her  mother  waa  hcireit 
of  Mure  of  Kowallan,)  and  by  her  was  father  ts 
James  Mure  Campbell  6th  earl  of  Ltoodsa. 
lie  married  Flora  daughter  of  Macleod  oi 
Ilaasay,  and  dving  in  1786  without  issue  msle, 
was  succeeded  by  his  onlv  daughter  Fien 
Mure  Campbell  countess  of  Loudon  (the  6tli  is 
the  title),  and  who  in  1804  inarri«l  Franru 
Kawdon  Hastings  earl  of  Moira,  and  who  io 
1816  was  created  marquis  of  Hastings.  Hwy 
have  a  numerous  issue.  Douglas*  Peersgr. 
Aol.  i.,  and  Mure*s  History  of  the  House  of 
Kowallan. — Ed, 
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bond  would  not  go  down  till  crammed,  and 
the  opposition  made  to  the  bond  perhaps 
indined  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  to  think  of 
a  new  indnlfenoe,  as  was  notieed  opon  the 
first  section,  and  to  make  some  proposals 
anent  it,  whidi  came  to  nothing  through 
the  Tirulence  of  the  prelates,  and  only  issued 
in  a  little  softening  of  the  severe  instructions 
and  commissions  in  August,  at  the  council's 
meeting  in  October:  with  the  account  of 
which  I  shall  end  this  section.  Upon  the 
5th  of  October,  the  committee  for  public 
affiurs  bring  in  the  following  opinion  to  the 
coonciL 

"  2%e  report  of  the  humble  opinion  of  the 
committee  fir  public  affairs,  concerning 
the  way  of  prosecuting  his  majestt^s  laws, 
against  such  as  disturb  the  government  of 
the  church. 

"  It  is  thought  fit  and  necessary  for  his 
■ugesty^s  senrioe,  that  the  laws  against  such 
disorderly  persons  be  exactly  but  regularly 
put  in  execution,  in  manner  aftermentioned. 
**  1st  That  his  majesty's  advocate  be 
special  as  to  time  and  place  in  libelling 
against  conventicles,  and  others  pursued; 
but  so  as  he  may  libel  any  day  within  four 
wedo,  or  any  place  within  such  a  parish,  or 
near  to  the  said  parish,  for  else  conventicles 
may  be  kept  upon  confines  of  parishes, 
merely  to  disappoint  his  way  of  libelling. 

**  2do.  When  any  person  is  convened  upon 
a  libd,  that  in  that  case  he  be  only  examined 
iqion  his  own  guilt  and  accession,  seeing 
nothing  can  be  referred  to  a  defender's  oath, 
but  what  concemeth  himself,  during^  the 
dependance  of  a  process. 

**  3tio.  That  if  any  person  who  is  dted,  be 
ready  to  depone  or  pay  his  fine,  he  be  not 
troubled  with  taking  of  bonds  or  other  en- 
gagements; seeing  the  conntant  punishment 
of  such  as  do  transgress  will  supply  the 
necessity  of  the  bonds,  and  the  law  itsdf  is 
the  strongest  bond  that  can  be  exacted  of 
any  man. 

"  4to.  That  the  commissions  granted  to 
noblemen  and  others,  in  the  respective 
shires,  continue,  and  be  vigorously  executed ; 
but  that  the  pressing  of  the  bond  mentioned 
in  the  late  prodamation  be  forborne,  they 
always  pressing  vigorously  the  offenders,  or 

IL 


giving  in  to  the  council  the  names 
of  the  chief  heritors  to  be  pursued,  * 
herewith,  particular  information  of  the  fiujts 
and  witnesses'  names  according  to  their  in- 
structions; the  ooondl  having  considered, 
that  by  a  former  proclamation  heritors  are 
to  be  liable  for  their  tenants. 

''  5to.  The  noblemen  and  others  com- 
missionate  in  the  reflective  shires,  are  to 
be  authorized  and  empowered,  in  case  any 
poor  and  mean  persoos,  below  the  degree  of 
heritors,  do  off*er  to  give  oath  as  to  what 
conventides  they  have  been  at,  to  uplift  and 
reodve  their  fines  without  necessity  of  pro- 
cess; and  if  they  be  already  fined,  denounc- 
ed, and  intercommuned,  the  said  persons^ 
upon  obedience,  as  aforesaid,  and  sending 
in  a  testificate  thereof,  are  to  be  reponed 
and  relaxed  from  homing  and  intercommun* 
ing,  and  all  other  executions,  without  neces- 
sity of  putting  th«n  to  any  bond;  and  upon 
application  to  be  made  to  the  council,  by 
heritors  and  other  persons  above  the  degree 
of  tenants,  and  upon  their  giving  oath  as  to 
their  particular  guilt,  and  paying  their  fines 
accordingly,  the  coundl  will  repone  and 
relax  them  finom  the  horn,  and  all  execution 
following  thereupon:  or  if  the  said  heritors 
apply  themsdves  to  the  respective  commis- 
sioners, and  give  their  oath,  and  pay  tbdr 
fines  to  them,  upon  certificates  fi*om  the 
commissioners  of  their  obedience,  the  coun- 
dl win  repone  and  rdax  them  from  the 
horn,  and  aU  execution  following  there- 
upon. And  the  said  commisnoners  are  to 
be  authorized  to  take  their  oaths,  and  re- 
ceive the  fines,  for  which  they  are  to  be 
countable  to  the  coundl,  conform  to  the 
council's  instructions.  And  it  is  dedared 
by  the  council,  that  the  former  instructions 
sent  to  the  commissioners  the  Tth  of 
August  last,  are  to  stand  and  continue  in 
full  force,  except  in  so  far  as  is  hereby  dis- 
charged ;  and  this  instruction  is  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  commissioners,  that 
the  same  and  the  former  instructions  may 
be  the  rule  of  their  procedure. 

**  That  the  indulged  ministers  shall  not 
be  put  to  the  necessity  of  seeking  yearly 
warrants  for  their  stipends,  but  that  the 
heritors  of  the  parishes  where  they  live  be 
authorized  and  appointed   to   pay    their 
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stipends,  acoording  as  they  senre 
the  core,  in  haill  or  in  part;  and 
if  any  of  these  indulged  ministers  shall  be 
found  to  oontrayene  their  instructions,  that 
the  council  proceed  against  them  as  they 
shall  find  occasion. 

**  Lauderdale,  L  P.  Con." 

**  Edinburgh^  October  5th,  1677.— The 
lords  of  his  majestjr's  privy  council  haying 
heard  and  considered  the  above  report, 
approve  thereof,  and  appoint  an  act  to  be 
extended  conform  thereunto. 

«  Rothes,  Cancel  I.  P.  D.  S.  C."    . 

Accordingly  there  was  an  extended  act 
drawn,  and  doubles  of  it  sent  to  all  con- 
cerned. I  have  one  in  mine  eye  just  now, 
under  the  clerk's  hand ;  but  it  being  just 
the  above  particulars,  it  needs  not  be 
repeated.  This  little  breathing  time  to 
presbyterians,  if  I  may  term  it  so,  soon 
went  over,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  very 
black  doud,  and  the  Highlanders  were 
quickly  brought  down  to  execute  the  laws 
which  had  been  thus  a  little  slackened. 
No  other  thing  as  to  the  council's  pro- 
cedure offers,  but  what  will  come  in  upon 
the  following  section ;  unless  it  be,  that  in 
September  the  council  **  find  a  great  many 
prisoners  have  lien  long  in  Edinbuigh  and 
Canongate  tolbooth,  ndthout  receiving  any 
dittay,  and  therefore  order  the  advocate  and 
the  justiciary  court  to  prosecute  them." 
This  was  an  act  of  justice,  either  to  pro- 
secute or  dismiss;  but  within  a  little  it  was 
most  common  for  persons  to  lie  many 
months  in  nasty  prisons,  yea,  several  years, 
without  any  libel  or  prosecution;  and  a 
good  many  died  under  these  long  and  harsh 
imprisonments.  But  I  come  to  end  this 
chapter  by 

SECT.  n'. 

Of  the  more  immediate  inlets  to  the  High- 
land host,  and  preparative  steps  of  the  ma^ 
nagers  towards  the  end  of  this  year,  1677. 

The  sending  down  the  barbarous  Highland- 
ers to  waste  and  depopulate  the  western 
shires  of  Scotland,  where  the  greatest  num- 


bers of  presbyterians  wero»  ia  to  black  a  part 
of  this  history,  and  we  have  so  lame  accounts 
of  it  hitherto,  that  I  shall  give  the  larger 
deduction  of  this  horrid  scene  of  4^pre«ion 
and  cruelty ;  and  of  design  that  the  reader 
may  have  a  full  riew  of  it,  I  have  left  the 
procedure  of  the  council,  relative  to  this, 
out  of  the  former  section,  and  give  it  all 
together,  in  as  £ur  as  it  was  transacted  this 
year,  here,  as  an  introduction  to  the  acooont 
of  the  coming  down  of  this  host,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  next  year,  that  so  the  whole 
of  this  melancholy  story  may  be  together. 

That  1  may  draw  down  this  account  from 
its  rise  and  springs,  the  reader  by  this  time 
will  have  noticed,  that  a  great,  and,  to  be 
sure,  the  best  part  of  the  subjects  of  Scot- 
land, were  disgusted  and  uneasy  by  the 
introduction  of  prelacy,  and  the  longer  the 
bishops  and  clergy  were  known,  the  more 
were  they  hated.  To  calm  and  ease  people 
under  their  discontent,  the  king  was  {leased, 
in  the  year  1669,  to  grant  an  indulgence  to 
a  good  many  parishes  in  the  west  oountrj, 
where  indeed  prelacy  was  most  generaUj 
displeasing.  This  issued  in  a  general  absti- 
nence in  these  places,  from  these  innocent 
meetings  termed  conventicles;  for  which, 
besides  their  known  principles,  the  insuffi- 
ciency and  scandalousness  of  the  conform 
clergy,  afforded  presbyterians  an  ample  bio- 
logy. Yet,  in  places  secluded  from  that 
favour,  conventicles  were  very  frequent;  but 
the  carriage  of  ministers  and  people  at  them 
was  so  peaceable,  and  joined  with  all  regard 
and  deference  to  the  king's  majesty,  and 
lawful  authority,  that  abating  their  being 
contrary  to  the  laws  made  to  gratify  the 
prelates,  nothing  of  disloyalty  could  be 
charged  upon  them,  even  under  the  greatest 
severities  exercised  against  the  haunters  of 
them,  by  imprisonments  of  multitudes  of  all 
qualities  and  sexes,  finings,  confinings,  de- 
nouncings  and  interconununings.  A  paper 
writ  by  a  gentleman  of  very  good  inteUigence 
at  this  time,  says,  "  that  by  a  sober  compu- 
tation it  appeajred,  that  before  tlie  end  of 
this  year  1677,  near  seventeen  thousand 
were  thus  harassed." 

This  was  the  state  of  the  country  this 
summer,  when  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  came 
down;  the  views  of  which,  with  the  prospect 
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lie  had  of  the  frmtlemness  of  oonyertions  by 
the  soldiers  aod  force,  made  him  indinable 
to  interpose  with  the  king^,  for  an  enlai|;e- 
ment  of  his  royal  fayour  to  his  oppressed  and 
yet  peaceable  subjects.  No  sooner  did  the 
bishops  hear  of  this,  but  they  used  all  the 
interest  they  had  to  stifle  this  desi^ :  they 
plied  their  friends  at  court  in  the  duke's 
absence,  aggrarated  the  numbers  of  presby- 
terians,  and  insisted  upon  the  pretended 
hazard  from  their  being  in  arms  at  their 
meetings,  and  represented  every  thing  they 
could  think  upon  that  might  inflame  the 
king  against  presbyterians.  They  were  like- 
wise very  careful  to  improve  some  private 
animosities  which  were  among  our  managers 
and  ministers  of  state,  to  further  their  pur- 
poses; and  the  primate  was,  by  his  craft  and 
cunning,  extremely  well  fitted  to  play  his 
game  with  both  sides,  and  scarce  ever  ex- 
erted himself  more  than  at  this  juncture. 
The  duke,  if  at  all  hearty  in  this  design, 
had  not  brought  it  to  any  maturity,  Dorlaid 
his  measures  so  as  to  be  able  to  go  through 
with  it ;  and  finding  the  prelates,  and  such 
who  had  packed  cards  with  them,  stronger 
than  at  first  he  imagined,  gave  up  his  de- 
sign, and  left  the  presbyterians  to  the  fnry 
of  the  bishops.  In  place  of  the  indulgence, 
all  that  was  done  issued  in  the  above  over- 
tures, October  5th,  for  moderating  a  little 
the  rigid  procedure  against  the  suffering 
presbyterians. 

Meanwhile  the  prelates  and  their  party 
raised  a  mighty  cry  of  the  danger  of  their 
ciiurch,from  an  intended  insurrection,  which 
had  not  the  least  shadow  of  ground ;  and 
this  they  alleged  was  not  to  be  prevented 
by  condescension  to  dissenters,  but  by  the 
vigorous  application  of  force  and  violence. 
This  story  of  a  designed  rising  was  mightily 
strengthened  by  a  scuffle  that  happened  in 
Fife  at  this  time.  In  the  beginning  of 
October  this  year,  the  abovementioned  cap- 
tain Oarstairs  was  chased  off  by  some  gentle- 
men in  their  own  defence.  This  fellow  had 
been  for  some  time  very  busy  against  pres- 
byterians in  the  east  parts  of  Fife,  and  com- 
mitted many  severities :  he  had  turned  out 
the  lady  Colvil  from  her  house,  and  obliged 
her  to  flee  and  hide  for  some  time  in  the 
mountains  and  fields,  which  very  much  broke  I 


her  health:  he  had  most  wrong- 
oosly  imprisoned  not  a  few  in  that 
country :  he  went  about  most  oflidously, 
with  about  a  dosen  of  men  in  company, 
without  any  conmiission  from  the  king, 
having  the  alone  warrant  of  the  archbishop's 
single  oommission,under  pretext  of  searching 
for  denounced  and  interoommuned  persons, 
and  seized  gentlemen's  horses,  and  com- 
mitted many  disorders.  Six  or  seven  gentle- 
men, some  of  them  obnoxious  to  the  govern- 
ment for  their  nonconformity,  met  without 
any  design  I  can  learn,  in  the  house  of  John 
Balfour,  of  Kinloch.  I  hear  Alexander 
Hamilton  of  Kinkel,  Robert  Hamilton  a 
younger  son  to  Sir  Robert  Hamilton  of 
Preston, whom  we  shall  afterward  meet  with, 
and  two  or  three  more  were  there.  Cai^ 
stairs  getting  notice  of  them,  comes  up  to 
the  house  with  ten  or  twelve  horsemen. 
The  gentlemen  had  no  previous  notice  of  it, 
and  one  of  them  was  accidentally  at  the 
door.  Philip  Garret,  an  Irish  tinker,  one 
of  Carstairs's  men,  comes  up  first,  and  seeing 
a  man  at  the  door,  without  any  provocation, 
or  asking  questions,  fires  upon  him,  and 
happily  missed  him,  he  getting  into  the 
house.  Garret,  a  desperate  bold  fellow, 
dismounts  and  follows  him  into  the  house. 
By  this  time  the  gentlemen  within  were 
sufficiently  alarmed,  and  one  of  them  fired 
at  Garret,  and  wounded  him  in  the  shoulder, 
and  he  felL  Carstairs  and  his  men  fired  in 
at  the  windows  of  the  chamber  upon  the 
gentlemen,  and  wounded  one  of  them.  It 
was  now  time  for  them  to  get  out,  and  very 
briskly  they  broke  out  of  the  house,  and 
attacked  Carstairs  and  his  men,  who  very 
quickly  fled.  They  pursued  a  little,  but  no 
more  blood  was  shed;  only  Kinkers  horse 
was  shot,  and  Garret  received  some  wounds 
with  a  sword,  but  they  spared  his  life,  which 
was  more,  I  imagine,  than  he  would  have 
done  to  them,  had  they  been  in  his  circum- 
stances; and  he  afterwards  recovered.  Car- 
stairs comes,  or  sends  an  information  to  the 
council  in  his  own  way,  and  being  supported 
by  his  patron  the  primate,  this  matter  made 
a  terrible  noise;  and  the  council  find  this  an 
high  act  of  rebellion,  and  resisting  of  lawful 
authority;  while  the  gentlemen  peaceably 
retired,  having  done  nothing  but  in  self* 
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deHuice,  and  what  did  not  ezoeed 


moderamen  incmlpaUB  tuteltB.  How- 
over,  all  of  them,  and  many  othen  not  ooo- 
cemedy  were  cited  before  the  council,  and 
none  compearing,  they  were  denounced  reb- 
df,  and  this  matter  was  chained  on  the  body 
of  presbyterians,  who  were  not  in  the  least 
concerned  in  it ;  and  it  was  not  so  miich  as 
known  for  some  time  in  the  west  country. 
This  scuffle  fell  in  just  nhen  the  bishops 
were  seeking  a  handle  to  misrepresent  the 
presbyterians,  and  they  carefully  improved 
it,  and  Lauderdale  suffered  himself  to  be 
carried  down  the  stream,  and  being  once 
embarked,  violent  measures  were  effectually 
pushed.  I  am  told  by  a  person  I  can 
entirely  credit,  who  was  at  London  at  this 
time,  that  he  heard  from  good  hands,  that 
the  king  was  now  very  much  pushed  by  the 
Whigs,  and  the  affectors  of  liberty  in  this 
time  of  peace,  to  retrench  the  charges  the 
kingdom  of  England  was  at  in  maintaining 
an  army,  and  wanted  a  plausible  handle  for 
keeping  it  up ;  and  that  it  was  concerted  in 
the  cabinet  council,  that  all  measures  should 
be  taken  to  exasperate  the  Scots  fiuiatics,  as 
they  were  called,  to  some  broil  or  other, 
that  there  might  be  a  pretence  to  keep  up 
the  standing  forces;  and  that  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale  was  writ  to,  and  acquainted 
with  the  design ;  and  when  he  came  up  to 
court,  towards  the  end  of  October,  the  pro- 
ject of  gratifying  the  prelates  in  violent 
measures,  and  of  bringing  do^'n  the  High- 
landers, was  brought  to  a  bearing.*    What- 


*  Mr  Wodrowt  8Ut«inent  here  derives  a 
•trikirig  confirmation  from  the  parallel  declara- 
tion by  the  celebrated  Frenchman  Barillon,  as 
stated  by  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  in  his  Memoirs, 
vol.  i.  p.  194.  **  Jlie  duke  of  York,"  says  be, 
**  believes  himself  lost  as  to  his  religion,  if  the 
present  opportunity  does  not  sonre  to  bring 
ringland  into  sulgectioo.  It  is  a  very  bold 
enterprise,  and  the  success  verv  doubtful.  The 
king  still  wavers  upon  carrying  things  to  ex- 
tremities; his  humour  is  very  repugnant  to  the 
design  of  changing  the  government.  He  is 
nevertheless  drawn  also  by  the  duke  of  York 
and  the  high  treasurer."  The  friends  of  popery 
and  arbitrary  power  wanted  a  pretext  for  keep- 
ing up  a  large  standing  army  to  the  kingdom, 
and  when  tney  could  not  get  this  in  Eugfand, 
they  attempte<l  it  by  means  of  a  pretended  in- 
surrection in  Scotland.  All  this  shows  the  tai- 
dencu  in  the  rulers  of  both  kingdoms,  at  this  ill- 
fated  period,  to  all  the  horrors  of  popery  and  the 
papal  tyranny.— ITci. 


aver  ba  in  this,  whicli  at  tlua  diataaca  I  am 
aotaUe  to  detensine^  the  bishopa  in  coun- 
dl  pnahad  their  dangn  briakly,  aad  very 
aoon  got  thia  inTaaion  on  the  weat  eouatry 
brovght  abouL  And  the  ooimcil,  October 
17th,  write  a  letter  to  the  carls  of  Glencaim 
and  Dundonald,  and  the  lord  Roasi  to  oon- 
Tocate  the  heritors  of  the  shires  oiAjr  and 
Renfrew,  and  to  &11  upon  aome  measures  to 
bear  down  oonyenticlea^  otherwise  they 
would  be  obliged  to  other  couraea.  The 
letter  itself  is  aa  follows : 

**  My  lords, — There  haTing  been  fireqnent 
informations  sent  in  here,  of  extraordinary 
insolendes  committed  not  only  against  the 
present  orthodox  deigy,  by  usurping  their 
pulpits,  thrpat4^ning  and  abusing  their  per- 
sons, and  setting  up  of  conyentide  houses^ 
and  keeping  of  scandalous  and  seditions 
conyenticles  in  the  fidds,  the  great  semina- 
ries of  rebellion ;  but  likewise  of  the  great 
prejudice  that  is  like  to  arise  to  his  majesty's 
authority  and  go?emment,  and  to  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom  in  general:  we  did  therefore 
think  it  necessary,  in  a  frequent  meeting  of 
council  this  day,  to  require  your  lordships 
to  send  particular  expresses  with  sure  bear- 
ers, to  call  together  the  commissioners  of 
the  excise  and  militia,  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  specified  in  the  list  here  enclosed; 
and  when  they  meet  at  Irvine,  the  2d  day  of 
November  next,  that  you  seriously  represent 
to  them,  how  highly,  in  his  majesty*s  name, 
we  resent  the  foresaid  outrages  and  affronts 
done  to  the  government,  in  the  shires  of 
Ayr  and  Renfrew,  which  have  been  fre- 
quently represented  to  be  the  most  consid^ 
erable  seminaries  of  rebellion  in  this  king- 
dom; though  none  hath  more  eminently 
tasted  of  his  majesty's  clemency,  nor  hath 
his  majesty  indulged  any  shires  so  much  as 
these :  and  albeit  his  majesty's  service,  and 
the  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  would  require 
such  severe  courses  to  be  taken  for  curbing 
those  insolencies,  as  might  very  much  pre- 
judge the  heritors  of  those  shires;  yet  his 
majesty  and  council  being  further  desirous 
to  make  them  inexcusable,  and  to  the  end 
that  the  kingdom  may  see  that  the  prejudice 
of  heritors  shall  arise  from  their  own  ncj^i- 
gence :  therefore  we  thought  fit,  that  the 
foresaid  persons  should  be  called  together 
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in  a  meetiiigf,  and  under  charactera  allowed 
for  that  efiect  hjtuctd  parliament,  that 
they  may  delibenite  upon,  and  take  snch 
effMstnal  course  in  the  affairs  of  the  said 
shires,  and  for  quieting  the  same  in  obe- 
dience to  his  majesty's  laws,  (which  are  the 
tme  and  only  rule  of  loyalty  and  feithful- 
oess)  as  may  preyent  the  necessary  and 
serere  courses  ^t  must  be  taken  for  secur- 
ing the  peace  in  those  parts :  in  which  if 
they  fittl,  (which  will  be  thought  strange, 
where  there  is  no  force  to  oppose  them)  we 
are  fully  resoWed  to  repress  by  force,  and 
his  majesty's  authority,  all  such  rebellious 
and  factious  courses,  without  respect  to  the 
disadTantage  of  the  heritors,  whom  his  ma- 
jesty will  then  look  upon  as  inrolyed  in 
snch  a  degree  of  guilt,  as  may  allow  the 
greatest  degree  of  severity  as  may  be  used 
against  that  country.  So  expecting  you 
will  represent  this  to  the  meeting,  and  that 
tiiey  win  show  their  ready  compliance,  we 

are  your  lordships',  &c 

<«  EdinbttTgh,  October  I7th,  1677.** 

It  may  be  necessary,  before  I  go  on  to 
what  followed  upon  this,  to  notice  some 
things  that  will  set  the  nature  and  design  of 
this  letter  in  a  due  light.  The  reader  hath 
already  observed  with  me^  that  the  narra- 
tives of  acts  and  proclamations,  letters  and 
other  papers  of  this  period,  have  as  much 
many  times  in  them  agreeable  to  the  party 
design  of  the  paper,  as  to  truth,  and  things 
are  represented  and  aggravated  quite  other- 
wise than  an  ordinary  observer  of  them, 
as  they  passed  in  the  country,  could  take 
them  up ;  and  indeed  for  my  share  I  cannot 
reconcile  some  of  them  with  matters  of  fact 
I  am  fully  assured  of.  Very  much  of  this 
appears  in  the  paper  just  now  set  down, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  found  the  severe 
threatening  here  sent  to  the  west  country 
gentlemen,  which  otherwise  had  been  alto- 
gether groundless,  that  they  should  aggra- 
vate and  misrepresent  matters.  The  west 
of  Scotland  was  indeed  the  butt  of  the 
bishops'  malice,  because  they  would  never 
cordially  submit  to  them,  and  there  the 
greatest  numbers  of  the  firmest  presbyterians 
were ;  and  now  the  prelates  had  the  fiiirest 
opportunity  to  gratify  their  violent  inclina- 


tions. Many  gentlemen  had  refused 
the  council's  prodamation  and  bond  ^^'^'^ 
of  the  2d  of  August,  already;  and  they  wet 
knew  they  would  continue  to  refuse  it,  and 
therefore  a  narrative  of  this  harsh  nature 
here,  must  be  made  up  some  way  to  bear 
the  inference  they  were  to  draw  firom  it 
And  the  council  are  made  to  say,  **  they  have 
rece  ived  frequent  informations  of  insolencies, 
usurpations,"  &c.    That  the  lords  had  such 
informations  I  am  not  to  dispute,  but  all 
depends   upon   the  truth  of  them;   and 
though   the  primate  himself  should  have 
given  them,  as  to  any  thing  appearing  to 
me,  they  are  false  as  to  the  two  shires 
pointed  at  here ;  yea,  the  matter  of  some  of 
them  will  bear  me  out  when  I  term  them  so. 
To  instance  a  little:    as  to    insolencies, 
threatenings,  and  abusing  the  persons  of 
the  orthodox  deigy,  except  it  was  one  or 
two  instances,  and  that  on  no  small  provo- 
cation, not  one  of  these  riots  that  have 
come  before  the  council  were  in  these  shires, 
and  indeed  of  late  the  personal  attacks  upon 
the  curates  were  very  few.    The  instances 
of  invading  of  pulpits  are  yet  fewer,  that  is, 
none  at  all,  as  far  as  I  mind,  in  the  preced- 
ing years ;  and  had  they  been  this  year,  no 
doubt  council<^rocesses  would  have  been 
raised  anent  them.    Where  pulpits  were 
vacant  or  deserted,  it  is  owned,  at  the  invi- 
tation of  heritors  and  people,  presbyterian 
ministers  did  sometimes  preach  in  them ; 
but  I  have  no  instances  in  those  shires  of 
their  doing  this,  even  where  they  were  ill 
filled ;  in  those  cases  they  went  to  the  fields. 
And  then  as  to  keeping  field  conventicle8> 
and  in  houses,  the  gentlemen  could  not  but 
wonder  to  find  themselves  singled  out,  and 
represented  as   **  the  great  seminaries  of 
rebellion  "  this  way,  when  the  most  part  of 
shires  on  the  south  of  Tay  were  far  more 
used  to  this  than  they :  and  the  reason  is 
plain,  because,  generaUy  speaking,  the  indul- 
gence prevented  this,  and  it  was  very  rare, 
if  ever,  at  least  till  afterwards,  that  conven- 
ticles were  kept  in  parishes  where  ministers 
were  indulged ;  and  except  in  some  remoter 
parts,  to  which  the  indulgence  did  not 
reach,  there  were  few  or  none ;  and  there 
they  had  the  same  reasons  with  the  rest  of 
the  nation.    The  only  thing  singular,  and  it 
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was  not  to  these  shires  either,  was 


to  haye  set  up  conyenticle  houses, 
as  they  call  them.  And  the  truth  of  this 
was,  Uiat  a  few  country  people  in  a  moun- 
tainous solitary  country,  without  any  con- 
cert with  the  body  of  presbyterians,  had 
set  up  two  houses  of  turf  and  thatch,  (no 
^  magnificent  &bric/'  as  we  shall  afterward 
hear  them  termed)  to  cover  themselves  from 
the  severities  of  the  weather.  This  was  no 
greater  matter  than  what  was  connived  at 
within  a  few  paces  of  cathedrals  in  England 
and  Ireland,  most  frequently. 

The  gentlemen  could  not  but  complain, 
that  these  things  charged  upon  them  were 
partly  false,  and  where  there  was  any  ground, 
other  places  were  more  deep  in  them  than 
they ;  but  the  design  >vas  against  the  west, 
and  the  councirs  information  behoved  to 
correspond  with  it.  In  short,  his  majesty's 
government  W9a  in  no  manner  of  danger,  or 
the  peace  of  the  country ;  for,  as  hath  been 
observed,  in  prayer  and  sermons  both,  all 
loyalty  was  expressed  by  presbyterians, 
though  I  shall  not  defend  any  excesses  run 
to  some  time  after  this.  I  cannot  say  in- 
deed pre8b3rterians  were  of  opinion  with 
the  council,  ^  That  his  majesty's  laws  were 
the  true  and  only  rule  of  faithfulness  and 
loyalty,"  since  they  reckoned  some  of  them 
sinful,  and  others  harsh  upon  them,  and 
contrary  to  the  king's  true  interest,  and 
rather  to  be  looked  on  as  things  impetrate 
by  the  bishops,  than  the  king's  inclinations. 
They  indeed  reckoned  the  word  of  God  and 
moral  law,  and  what  was  agreeable  thereto, 
the  only  rule,  and  not  the  will  or  law  of  any 
man,  or  society  of  men.  In  short,  the  thing 
sought  of  the  gentlemen  was  not  really  in 
their  power,  to  suppress  and  bear  down 
conventicles ;  for  though  they  had  inclined 
to  do  so,  as  I  hope  the  most  of  them  did 
not,  and  durst  not  hinder  the  pure  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel ;  yet  their  tenants  and  the 
body  of  the  people,  excepting  the  parishes 
of  the  indulged,  were  the  persons  who  heard 
the  gospel  preached,  and  would  not,  with- 
out a  superior  force,  be  restrained  from  so 
doing;  so  that  tlie  council's  argument, 
**  That  there  was  no  force  to  oppose,"  is 
nothing  at  all  to  the  purpose.  But  really 
the  whole  of  this  application  to  the  gentle- 


men was  at  bottom  nothing  but  sham,  and 
a  feint  to  be  a  colour  for  their  own  after 
severe  proceedings,  whidi,  Isuppose,  at  this 
very  tone,  were  resolved  upon  by  some  of 
them.  And  this  i^pears  evident  to  me, 
from  a  resolution  I  find  recorded  in  the 
council  books,  the  day  before  the  gentle- 
men met,  and  without  waiting  for  the  re- 
turn of  theii"  letter,  which  I  insert 

Edinburgh,  November  ]«/. — Upon  some 
informations  of  some  growing  discnrders  and 
insolencies  in  the  western  shires,  it  wai 
thought  fit  a  proclamation  be  drawn  in  case 
of  an  insurrection,  and  the  nearest  ffigh- 
landers  should  be  ordered  to  meet  at  Stir 
ling  upon  advertisement  by  prodamatioo, 
and  letters  are  to  be  writ  to  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  to  have  their  vassals  and  tenanti 
ready,  and  at  a  call.  It  was  further  thought 
fit  that  arms  and  ammunition  should  be 
sent  to  Stirling.  The  forces  at  Glasgow  are 
ordered  to  Falkirk,  and  new  men  are  to  be 
presently  levied  to  complete  them,  and  the 
soldiers  ordered  for  the  Highlands  counter- 
nuLuded.  These  informations  anent  an  in- 
surrection were  perfectly  false,  and,  1  doubt 
not,  made  up  by  somebody,  to  help  on  the 
prelates'  cruel  measures.  What  insolencies 
were  committed  since  their  letter,  two  weeks 
before,  I  know  not;  for  any  thing  I  can 
learn  there  was  nothing  singular.  But  tba 
plainly  shows,  that  they  were  so  far  from 
rendering  the  west  inexcusable  by  their 
letter,  that  they  were  really  jestii^  them 
upon  the  matter,  and  had  resolved  upon  the 
Highland  host  beforehand  in  all  events.  1 
thought  it  necessary  to  give  these  remarks 
in  the  entry  upon  this  first  paper,  and  thej 
will  save  me  very  much  the  labour  of  re- 
flections upon  the  virulent  narratives,  and 
other  papers  that  follow.  I  return  now  to 
the  consequents  of  the  council's  letter. 

The  three  noblemen  were  careful  to  obej 
their  instructions,  and  got  together  the 
gentlemen  of  the  two  shires  in  the  lists  sent 
them.  I  have  not  seen  the  lists,  but  by  the 
issue  it  does  not  appear  that  the  gentlemen 
had  the  council's  will  for  their  law  and  rule. 
November  2d,  they  met  at  Irvine  very  fully, 
and  after  a  good  deal  of  reasoning  pro  and 
con.  upon  tlic  council's  letter  communicate 
to  them,  and  a  serious  deliberation  upon  the 
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state  of  afiairs  among  them,  and  a  cordial 
profession  of  their  lo3ralty,  for  answer  to  the 
noblemen  appointed  by  the  council  to  deal 
with  them,  they  came  in  unanimously  to 
three  resolves,  **  Ist.  That  they  found  it  not 
within  the  compass  of  their  power  to  sup- 
press conventicles.  2dly.  That  it  is  their 
humble  opinion  from  former  experience, 
that  a  toleration  of  presbyterians  is  the 
only  proper  expedient  to  settle  and  pre- 
serve the  peace,  and  cause  the  foresaid 
meetings  to  cease.  3dly.  That  it  is  their 
humble  motion,  that  the  extent  thereof  be 
no  less  than  what  his  majesty  had  gracious- 
ly Youchsafed  to  his  kingdoms  of  England 
knd  Ireland."  This  return  was  given  by  the 
meeting,  to  the  noblemen  who  had  convo- 
cate  them,  and  attended  at  Irvine;  but  their 
lordships  knowing  how  unacceptable  it 
would  be  to  the  council,  declined  receiving 
of  it;  and  the  gentlemen  would  not  alter 
their  resolutions,  and  so  the  meeting  ended. 
The  three  lords  sent  a  return  in  writ  to  the 
council,  which  I  find  read  and  recorded 
November  8th.    Their  letter  follows. 

**  My  lords, — ^We  received  the  council's 
order  on  Sunday  last  at  night,  and  used  all 
deq>atch  in  sending  expresses,  and  went  to 
Irvine  yesterday  morning,  being  Friday, 
November  2d,  where  we  were  very  frequent^ 
ly  met  by  all  who  were  advertised,  to  whom 
we  communicated  the  council's  letter  to  us, 
desiring  them  seriously  to  deliberate  there- 
upon, and  to  take  such  effectual  course  for 
quieting  these  shires,  in  obedience  to  his 
majesty's  laws,  and  suppressing  the  disorders 
therein  conmiitted:  which  they  took  to 
their  serious  consideration,  and  continued 
together  yesterday,  and  much  of  the  night, 
and  made  their  report  to  us.  That  after  the 
consideration  of  the  whole  affiur,  it  was  not 
in  their  power  to  quiet  the  disorders ;  which 
they  desired  us  to  communicate  to  your 
lordships.  We  are  your  lordships',  &c. 
"  Irvine,  November  8d,  1677." 

When  this  letter  came,  the  refusal  in  it 
was  very  ill  taken  by  the  leading  persons  in 
oonncil,  at  least  they  appeared  to  do  so, 
though  I  question  not  it  was  according  to 
the  desire  of  some  of  their  hearts,  and  what 
they  waited  for,  as  a  handle  to  go  on  in  their 


violent  project  against  the  west  .  „„ 
country;  and  they  came  now  to 
follow  out  their  design  formerly  agreed 
upon,  of  raising  such  a  number  of  High- 
bmderS)  a  barbarous  savage  people,  accus- 
tomed to  rapine  and  spoil,  as  might  over- 
run and  depopulate  the  Western  shires, 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace:  and  to 
them  they  resolved  to  join  some  of  the 
standing  militia,  an  establishment  founded 
upon  the  tender  made  to  the  king  some 
years  ago,  act  25th,  sess.  3d,  pari.  1st, 
Charles  II.,  wherein  is  offered,  "a  sufficient 
army,  completely  furnished  and  provided 
for;  and,  if  need  be,  all  betwixt  sixty  and 
sixteen,  for  accomplishing  whatsoever  ser- 
vice the  king  should  be  concerned  in,  through 
any  part  of  his  dominions  in  Scotland,  Eng- 
land, or  Ireland."  By  employing  them  at 
this  juncture,  they  promised  themselves,  by 
tlie  most  rigid  extremity  of  violence,  to 
dHve  presbyterians  to  an  absolute  conform- 
ity, and  compel  them  to  strain  their  con- 
sciences to  a  servile  compliance  with  what- 
soever bonds  and  impositions  it  should 
please  the  bishops  in  council  to  propose. 

This  resolution  seems  to  be  gone  into,  as 
many  of  the  violences  of  this  period,  with- 
out any  express  orders  from  court,  whatever 
hints  there  might  be  before  or  after  this,  of 
which  I  am  uncertain,  but  have  been  in- 
formed, that  Lauderdale,  when  afterwards 
taxed  with  his  severity,  was  heard  to  wish 
"the  breast  it  bred  into  beal,  for  his 
share."*    And  therefore,  the  managers  must 

*  We  have  already  noticed  the  unprincipled 
character  of  Lauderdale,  and  we  have  now  to 
expreM  our  eurpriee  that  he  should  so  lone  have 
retained  the  good  graces  of  some  good  men 
among  the  presbyterians.  He  seems  to  have 
assumed  the  mask  of  presbyterlanism  from 
selfish  and  hypocritical  motives,  or  at  least,  hb 
attachments  tnis  way  were  soon  made  to  yield 
to  considerations  of  crafty  policy.  He  never 
forgot  the  supposed  indignity  that  was  put  on 
him  by  the  covenanters,  In  requiring  him  to 
make  public  profession,  in  the  ciSureh  of  Largs, 
of  his  repentance  on  account  of  his  accession  to 
the  engagement  against  England,  In  1640}  under 
the  dulce  of  Hamilton  ;  and  in  the  course  of  his 
nine  years*  confinement  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
his  mind  seems  to  have  undergone  a  complete 
revolution,  to  that  by  the  time  of  Charlas* 
arrival  in  London,  1660,  he  was  prepared  to 
go  all  the  lengths  that  were  required  in  his 
keenest  adherents.  If  he  still  seemed,  for  a 
season,  to  take  part  with  his  old  friends,  It  was 
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,^^^  wait    some    time    till   the    kimr's 
1677.,  ^  ,  r 

letter     came    down,    empowering 

them  to  enter  upon  this  barharons  scene, 
the  materials  of  which  probably  were  sent 
up  to  court  from  £^bur]g^lL  In  the 
meantime,  the j.  are  not  idle  in  preparing 
and  disposing  nuttteri  for  executing  of  their 
design,  being,  no  question,  sure  enough 
of  a  good  return.  Accordingly,  the  coun- 
cil, November  15th,  appoint  the  guards 
to  muster  at  Larbert-muir  upon  the  20th, 
and  that  the  commissioners  of  the  militia 
meet  at  Ediuhufgh  upon  the  19th,  under 
the  severest  penalties.  November  26th, 
they  order  four  companies  of  soldiers  to  be 
quartered  about  Edinburgh. 

November  27th,  letters  are  appointed  to 
be  writ  to  the  absent  counsellors,  to  be  pre- 
sent next  council  day,  when,  it  seems,  they 
were  more  directly  to  enter  upon  their 
design.  The  same  day,  they  establish  a  post 
betwixt  Edinburgh  and  Port  Patrick,  for 
corresponding  with  Ireland.  To  clear  this 
establishment,  I  find  by  other  narratives  at 
this  time,  that  when  the  king  had  repeated 
accounts  laid  before  him,  of  the  hazard  of 
ap  insurrection,  from  the  numbers  of  armed 
men  at  conventicles,  which  was  in  itself 
really  groundless,  he  offered  them  the  assist- 
ance of  his  English  forces,  and  several  troops 
were  ordered  to  draw  down  towards  the 
border :  and  the  viscount  of  Granard,  lieu- 
tenant-general of  the  forces  in  Ireland,  had 
orders  sent  him  to  draw  the  Irish  forces 
down  towards  the  coast,  and  canton  them 
there,  to  be  in  a  readiness  to  come  over  to 
Scotland  upon  a  call.  But  the  zeal  of  our 
council  prevented  any  need  of  foreigners, 
and  their  Highland  host  answered  their  bar- 


policy,  and  Dot  attacbBQ«nt,  that  ioflaenced 
him.  His  base  hypoorisy  has  appeared  in 
many  iosiances;  but,  perhaps,  no  inddent 
shows  it  more  dearly,  than  the  trifling  drcum- 
stance  noticed  iu  the  text,  as  appears  by  a 
simple  comparison  of  his  conduct  in  this  in- 
sunce,  with  what  is  recorded  of  it  very  soon 
after,  Tsee  p.  467  of  the  History.)  Burnet 
expressly  says,  that,  immediately  before  the 
callioc  in  of  the  Highland  hoot  *<  duke  lAuder- 
dale  writ  to  the  king,  that  the  country  was  in  a 
state  of  rebellion,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
proceed  to  hostilities  for  reducing  them,**  voL  ii. 
p.  186.  The  king  in  reply  leaves  it  to  him  and 
the  council  to  do  their  beet,  and  on  this  the 
HighJanden  wen  called  in.— Z!.W. 


barons  projects  a  gnat  deal  better  than 
regular  troops.  Next  council  day,  December 
6th,  letters  are  writ  to  the  earls  of  Huntley, 
Perth,  and  Airiy,  to  pot  their  Bien  in  s 
posture  of  marching,  that  they  be  in  a  readi- 
aeiB  for  a  call.  It  seems  they  were  now 
assured  their  orders  were  ready  at  court, 
and  at  length  they  came  down.  And  De- 
cember 2(]th,  a  letter  from  the  king,  of 
date  December  1 1th,  is  read  in  council,  by 
which  they  are  fully  empowered  to  act  as 
they  desired  upon  the  western  shirea.  Thu, 
as  the  foundation  of  their  proceedings  after- 
wards, though  impetrate  by  themselves,  I 
set  down  here,  and  dose  this  year  with  it 
It  is  intituled  in  the  registers, 

^'Letter  from  the  kmff,  ement  ike  western  and 
other  shires^  and  suppressing  disorders  there. 
**  Charies  R. — Right  tmsty  and  well  be- 
loved, &c  We  have  been  very  mudi  con- 
cerned at  the  accounts  we  have  had,  not 
only  out  of  Scotland,  but  from  several  other 
hands,  of  the  great  and  insufiRerable  insden- 
des  lately  committed  by  the  fiinatic^ 
especially  in  the  shires  of  Ayr,  Renfrew, 
stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  other  adja- 
cent places,  and  also  in  TevioCdale^  and 
even  in  Fife,  where  numerous  conventidei» 
which  by  act  of  parliament  arc  declared 
'rendezvouses  of  rebellion,'  have  been  kept^ 
with  solenm  conununions  of  many  hundreds 
of  people,  and  seditious  and  treasonabis 
doctrine  preached  against  our  person,  and 
all  under  us,  inciting  the  subjects  to  open 
rebellion,  and  to  rise  in  arms  against  us  and 
our  authority  and  laws,  unlawful  oadis  im- 
posed, the  churches  and  pulpits  of  the  re^ 
gular  clergy  usurped,  by  force  invaded,  and 
their  persons  still  threatened  ^ith  assassi- 
nation and  murder;  and,  what  they  have 
not  formerly  attempted,  preaching-honses 
have  been  lately  built,  and  unlawful  meet- 
ings of  pretended  synods  and  presbjrteries 
kept ;  thereby  designing  to  prosecute  their 
rebellious  intentions,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
schism. 

"  These  insolendes  being  so  recent,  haTc 
moved  us  to  provide  fit  and  timous  reme- 
dies ;  and  therefore  we  have  s^pointed  some 
of  our  English  forces  to  march  to  the  north, 
near  the  Scots  border,  and  a  part  of  our 
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9Tmy  in  Ireland  to  lie  at  Belfiist,  near  the 
lea-ooast,  towards  Scotland 

**  We  hare  been  with  mdch  satisfaction 
informed,  that  you  have  required  the  noble- 
men and  others  who  have  interest,  and  con- 
nderable  vassals  and  following  in  the  Ifigh- 
lauds,  and  places  thereto  adjacent,  to  be  in 
readiness,  with  what  forces  they  can  bring 
out,  to  rendezvous  at  Stirling,  upon  the  first 
advertisement ;  which  we  do  very  much  ap- 
prove, and  give  you  our  very  hearty  thanks 
for  your  care  thereioi  And  whereas  we  are 
informed,  that  those  noblemen  have  made 
an  oflfer  of  a  considerable  number  of  horse 
and  foot,  to  be  in  readiness  to  rendezvous 
at  Stirling,  and  from  thence  to  mardi  with 
our  standing  forces,  upon  the  first  advertise- 
ment, for  the  prosecution  of  our  service ; 
and  seeing  we  are  fiilly  resolved  to  main- 
tain, preserve,  and  defend  the  government  of 
the  church  in  that  our  kingdom,  as  it  is 
now  established  by  law,  and  not  to  suffer 
our  authority  to  be  thus  irrvaded  and  trode 
upon,  nor  longer  to  endure  the  insolencies 
formerly  mentioned. 

"Therefore  we  do  hereby  require  and 
authorize  you,  to  command  all  these  forces 
beforemendoned,  both  standing  forces  and 
others,  to  march  to  these  shires  and  places 
beforementioned,  so  infested  with  rebellions 
practices,  and  there  to  take  effectual  courses 
for  reducing  them  to  due  obedience  to  us 
and  our  laws,  by  taking  free  quarter  fitnn 
those  diat  are  disaffected,  and  by  disarming  of 
all  you  shall  find  necessary,  and  securing  all 
horses  above  such  a  value  as  ye  shall  think 
fit,  by  causing  the  heritors  and  liferenters 
engage  and  g^e  bond  for  their  tenants,  and 
others  that  live  upon  and  possess  their 
lands,  that  they  shall  keep  no  conventicles, 
that  they  shall  live  orderly  and  obedient  to 
the  laws;  and  by  causing  the  tenants  and 
masters  of  fiimilles  give  the  like  bonds,  by 
causing  every  parish  and  the  heritors  of  it, 
give  surety  that  no  conventicles  shall  be 
kept  within  any  part  of  the  parish,  property 
or  commonty,  nor  harbour  or  commune 
with  the  rebels,  or  persons  intercommuned, 
and  for  keeping  the  persons,  families,  and 
goods  of  the  regular  ministers  harmless ;  and 
that  under  such  penalties  as  ye  shall  think 
fit,  by  causing  all  heritors,  tenants,  liferent- 
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ers,  and  others,  take  the  oath  of 
alliance  to  us,  by  using  and  pro- 
secuting all  other  means  and  methods,  and 
taking  all  other  effectual  courses  for  eflfec- 
tuating  the  premises,  and  putting  at  last  an 
end  to  thiBse  insolencies  and  disorders;  and, 
in  case  of  resistance,  that  in  our  name  you 
give  warrant  to  resist  them  by  force  of  arms. 

"  And  for  the  more  effectual  prosecution 
of  these  our  commands,  that  you  punish  the 
disobedient,  or  those  you  judge  disaffected, 
by  fining,  confining,  imprisonment,  or  ban- 
ishment. And  fiuther,  that  ye  place  suf- 
ficient garrisons  in  all  places  where  ye  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  find  it  necessary.  And 
if  at  any  time  hereafter  ye  shall  judge,  that 
these  forces  ye  have  prepared,  are  not  suf- 
ficient for  this  undertaking,  we  do  empower 
and  authorize  you  to  call  to  your  assistance 
those  of  our  forces  now  lying  in  the  north 
of  England,  and  the  nortii  of  Ireland,  one 
or  both  as  you  shall  find  cause;  and  for 
that  e£Ssct  we  have  given  them  our  express 
commands  to  come  to  Scotiand  for  your 
assistance,  whenever  they  shall  be  advertised. 

"  And,  lastly,  we  do  authorize  and  require 
you,  to  call  together  our  militia  of  that  our 
ancient  kingdom,  horse  or  foot,  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  to  command  and  chaige  all 
heritors,  fireeholders,  and  others,  and  if  need 
be,  all  betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen,  to  come 
and  attend  our  host,  under  the  pain  of 
treason,  aocorcfing  to  the  ancient  laws  of 
that  our  kingdom ;  and  that  ye,  in  our  name 
and  authority,  emit  such  proclamations  as  ye 
shall  find  necessary  for  this  our  service,  fiom 
time  to  time.  We  doubt  not  your  ready 
obedience  to  all  these  our  commands ;  of  all 
which  we  expect  frequent  and  full  accounts 
fit)m  time  to  time,  and  so  we  bid  you  hear^ 
tily  farewell.  Given  at  Whitehall,  Decem- 
ber nth,  1677." 

This  letter  and  these  powers  are  what  the 
primate  was  extremely  pleased  with,  and  was 
pushing  for  these  many  years,  but  more 
moderate  courses  had  prevailed.  I  shall 
only  notice,  that  the  king  plainly  speaks  of 
the  bringing  in  of  the  Highlanders  as  their 
act,  not  his,  and  thanks  them  for  it;  that  the 
great  design  in  hb  majesty's  consenting  to 
this  unprecedented  method,  was  the  main- 
taining and  defending  the  preladcal  eatah- 
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.g.,.  lishmenty  which  bdng  contrary  to 
the  indmatioDB  of  multitades,  need- 
ad  violence  to  support  it;  and  that  there 
was  no  counteracting  of  his  majesty,  but  only 
a  refusal  of  obedience  to  his  comrnandst  as 
to  the  government  of  the  church,  among 
presbyterians :  and  lastly,  new  impositions 
are  here  allowed,  not  only  bonds  from  heri- 
tors, but  masters,  and  parishes,  &c  as  above; 
all  wliich  were  vigorously  executed  next 
year. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

OP  THB  HIGHLAND  HOST,  AND  TBB  8TATB  AND 
BOMB  PARTICULAR  8UPPBRIN6S  OF  PRESBT- 
TBRIANS,  DURING  THE  TEAR  1678. 


1678. 


Now  I  come  to  end  this  second 


book,  with  an  account  of  the  down- 
coming  of  the  Ifigfalanders,  and  other  things 
this  year,  which,  with  the  oppressions  for- 
merly mentioned,  and  some  other  incidents, 
made  way  for  the  second  rising,  which  was 
dissipate  at  Bothwell  bridge;  the  history  of 
which  wiU  begin  the  next  booL  There 
was  no  provocation  given  by  presbyterians, 
nor  any  occasion  for  this  terrible  instance 
of  the  prelates'  fury,  in  this  unprecedented 
oppression  of  the  king's  subjects,  save  the 
preaching  and  hearing  the  gospel,  to  which 
they  wanted  not  altogether  encouragement 
from  some  who  went  in  heartily  to  this 
inroad  upon  them,  and  which  they  reckoned 
their  civil  as  well  as  religious  right.  No 
question  but  our  managers  were  some  way 
on  a  lock :  they  had  peremptorily  established 
loathed  episcopacy,  the  dissatisfiictions  with 
that  establishment  were  every  day  growing, 
people's  consciences  will  not  be  forced,  and 
real  principles  are  unalterable,  and  only 
confirmed  and  stiffened  by  violence  and 
impositions:  the  affection  of  presbyterians 
to  the  gospel  was  heightened  and  inflamed 
by  thdr  sufferings,  and,  as  has  been  observed 
for  some  years,  their  boldness  increased, 
conventicles  grew,  and  field  preachers  and 
preachings  turn  frequent.  Now  episcopacy 
must  either  be  slackened,  or  the  people 
destroyed ;  and  we  may  easily  guess  which 
of  the  two  a  government,  almost  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  prelates,  grated  by  the  growth 
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of  thoae  who  diaowned  them,  will  dtoose; 
and  at  length  it  is  detenniiiedy  that  these 
who  will  not  bow  shall  break;  and  the 
bringing  down  of  the  Highlanders  is  thought 
the  fittest  way,  by  fifee  quarter,  to  bring 
presbyterians  to  take  the  bond.  The  west 
country  was  their  nest,  and  populous;  but 
to  make  that  a  hunting  fidd  and  desolate, 
in  some  people's  eyes,  was  better  than  its 
continuing  inhabited  with  such  rebeb  to 
prelacy. 

The  bishops  and  their  party  had  a  double 
chance  and  venture  in  this  expedient ;  either 
people's  consciences  would  be  subdued,  and 
a  tame  subjectbn  to  prdacy  brought  about, 
which  I  can  scarce  imagine  the  more  think- 
ing part  of  the  council  expected;  or,  the 
oppression  of  the  savages  would  turn  wise 
men  mad,  and  drive  common  people  to  a 
tumult  and  rebellion,  and  then  a  fiur  handle 
would  be  given,  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  them 
to  the  resentments  of  the  prelates,  and  the 
duke  of  York  would  have  a  good  laige 
hunting  field.  But "  men's  thoughts  are  van- 
ity ;"  neither  of  these  succeeded  according  to 
their  wishes,  a  better  temper  was  kept,  than 
almost  could  have  been  expected,  by  the 
oppressed  people ;  and  yet  generally  speak- 
ing they  stood  firm  to  their  principles :  and 
the  issue  was  a  greater  abhorrence  in  many, 
of  prelacy  and  prelates,  as  the  authors  and 
abetters  of  these  extraordinary  and  unparal- 
leled methods,  and  greater  pity  to  the  per- 
secuted. And  the  gallant  stand  made  to 
these  oppressive  courses,  by  a  good  number 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  west,  was 
very  honourable  for  them,  and  much  ex- 
posed this  politic.  Upon  this  chapter,  then, 
I  shall  give  as  large  an  account  of  the 
b^innings,  progress,  and  removal  of  this 
Ifighland  host,  as  the  papers  I  have  afibrd 
me;  and  it  will  be  pretty  large.  Then  I 
may  come  to  consider  the  consequents  and 
effects  of  this  incursion,  and  daooage  done 
to  the  country  thereby,  and  the  approbation 
and  accounts  of  it  by  the  court :  and  after  I 
have  given  what  is  relative  to  this  matter  all 
together,  I  shall  give  a  relation  of  Mr. 
Mitchell's  trial  in  the  entry  of  this  year,  of 
the  procedure  against  conventicles,  and  par- 
ticular persons,  and  end  this  year  by  gpither- 
ing  up  some  other  things  which  come  not 
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BO  properly  in  upon  the  fonner  heads. 
These  heads  will  i^ord  matter  for  several 
sections. 
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SECT.  I. 


An  account  of  ike  commUnon  for  raiiing  the 
NighlanderSf  and  tome  other  things  which 
pasted  before  they  aciuaUy  marched. 

It  will  be  proper  to  begin  this  account  with 
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now  come  upon  me  in  wtwltStwdfiy, 
The  reflections  formerly  made  will 
save  me  the  trouble  of  insisting  here.  It 
was  one  of  the  branches  of  the  sufferings  of 
presbyteriansy  to  be  loaded  in  the  public 
papers  of  this  period,  with  most  spitefbl  and 
fiJse  epithets.  I  hope  the  fair  representa- 
tion of  plain  matters  of  fact  about  them  in 
this  history,  will  be  a  sufficient  vindication ; 
and  so  I  pass  the  common  place  reproaches 
of  ''nurseries  of  sedition,  rendezvouses  of 


the  commission  of  array,  or  for  raising  the  ;  rebellion,"  and  others  of  that  nature,  as  usual 


Highlanders  and  militia.  The  managers 
having  refused  the  first  ofier  of  bringing  in 
forces  from  England  and  Ireland,  they  agree 
upon  the  levying  and  modelling  an  army 
themselves,  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name 
of  the  "Highland  host.*'  And  upon  the 
26th  of  December  last,  a  commission  passes 
the  seals  at  Edinbui^,  which  I  have  given 
at  full  length,  in  a  note,  *  that  I  may  not 


flourishes  of  the  railing  eloquence  of  this 
time.  I  have  already  noticed,  that  "the 
invading  of  the  persons  of  the  clergy,  and 
committing  riots  on  them,"  when  examined, 
were  many  times  found  to  be  done  by  per- 
sons who  were  pleased  to  take  on  the  mask 
of  presbyterians,  and  were  conunon  robbers 
ofl-times ;  and  such  practices  was  still  dis- 
owned by  the  body  of  presbyterians.    The 


swell  the  history  itself  with  papers  which   charge  of  "  invading  of  pulpits,  and  building 


*  Commistion  for  raising  the  Highhnderty 
JDeeember  9m,  1677. 
Charlei,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  to  all  and  sondry  whom  it  effein,  greet- 
ing: Foraamoch  as  our  royal  government  hath 
been  of  late  much  affronted,  and  the  jieace  of 
this  our  ancient  kingdom  much  diaquieted,  by 
Irrq^lar  flodclng  to  field  conventicles,  nursories 
of  rebellion,  by  withdrawing  from  public  ordi- 
nances, invading  the  persons  and  pulpits  of  the 
orthodoK  clergy,  building  of  meeting  houses^  the 
kiDing,  woundinf  ,  and  Invading  of  some  that 
were  commanded  in  our  name  to  repress  the 
said  instdencies,  we  have  thought  fit,  in  main- 
tenance of  our  laws,  and  out  of  that  tender  care 
which  we  have  always  had  of  this  our  ancient 
kingdom,  to  require  and  empower  the  1<»^  of 
our  privy  council  to  call  together,  not  only  our 
standing  forces  and  those  of  our  militia,  but  we 
did  likewise  warrant  them  toeommissionate  and 
empower  such  noblemen  and  others,  as  did  offer 
to  bring  any  of  their  vassals,  tenants,  or  adher- 
ents, to  the  assistance  of  our  forces :  and  therefore 
we,  with  the  ei^press  advice  of  the  lords  of  our 
privy  council,  do  hereby  empower  and  require 
to  convocate  and  draw  together 
the  gentlemen  and  heritors  of  who 

are  to  march  under  his  command  on  horseback, 
and  to  convocate  and  raise  the  Highlanders  in 
the  said  bounds,  and  others  under  his  command, 
within  his  lands,  property,  or  superiority,  and 
to  form  them  in  regimentih  troops,  and  compan- 
ies, as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  to  do  every  other 
thing  necessary  for  raising  and  forming  them, 
as  sud  is ;  and  they  being  so  raised  and  formed, 
we  authorize  and  command  the  said 
to  march  with  them  to  Stirling,  and  to  be  there 
with  them  on  Thursday  being  the  24th  day  of 
Januury  next,  and  in  his  and  your  march  there 


to  take  quarter  for  their  money,  and  to  force 
quarter  for  their  money,  in  case  the  same  shall 
be  refused :  and  when  they  are  arrived  at  the 
town  of  Stirling,  the  day  foresaid,  we  hereby 
command  him  and  them  to  obey  such  orders  as 
shall  be  sent  from  our  privy  council  their  com- 
mittee, or  such  person  or  persons  as  we  or  the 
said  lords  of  our  privy  council  shall  commission- 
ate  to  command  our  forces,  and  to  march  under 
their  command  wherever  they  shall  be  ordered : 
on  which  miurch,  we  hereby  authorize  them  to 
tiJce  free  quarter,  according  as  our  privy  coun- 
cil or  their  committee  shall  think  fit  to  order, 
and,  if  need  be,  to  seize  on  horses  for  carrying 
their  sick  men,  ammunition,  and  other  pro- 
visions ;  and  for  their  encouragement,  we  hereby 
indemnify  them  against  all  pursuits  civil  ana 
criminal,  which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
intented  against  them,  or  any  thing  they  shsU 
do  in  our  service,  by  killing,  wounding,  appre- 
hending, or  imprisoning  such  as  shidl  maice 
opposition  to  our  authority,  or  by  seizing  such 
as  they  have  reason  to  suspect,  the  same  being 
always  done  by  order  of  our  pH^  council  their 
committee,  or  of  the  superior  officer ;  and  par- 
ticularly we  do  hereby  give  them  all  such  power 
and  inaemnity,  as  is  usual  and  necessary  for 
such  forces  as  are  raised  by  authority,  or  are  at 
any  time  commanded  to  go  upon  such  military 
expeditions.  And  lastly,  we  hereby  com  mand 
any  such  persons  living  within  the  bound* 
foresaid,  as  shall  be  pitched  upon  by  the  saiil 

to  arise  and  march  with  him 
under  his  command,  and  there  to  act  and  say  as 
they  shall  be  commanded  by  him,  and  that  upon 
their  highest  periL  It  is  always  hereby  declared, 
that  these  heritors  and  others  whom  the  said 
shall  make  use  of  to  command 
the  Highlanders  on  foot,  shall  be  exempted 
from  attending  on  horseback.      Given  undac 
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Highlanden  siupeet  pcncmt :  and  m  if  all 


1A7R    of'DMC^onS^l^oiises,**  hath  been  con* 
107W.    .,      ,  likewise.    Aa  to  what  fol- 


lowetfa, "  the  killing  and  wounding  of  some" 
who  acted  in  the  king^s  name ;  nothing  of 
this  kind  was  found,  after  the  most  diligent 
•earch,  in  the  west  country,  to  which  this 
charge  must  relate:  and  the  business  of 
CSarstairs  and  Garret  hath  been  already  nar- 
rated. There  follows  a  dause  in  the  com- 
mission, ^  noblemen  and  others,  who  did  oflfer 
any  of  thdr  vassals,  tenants,  or  adherents, 
fof  the  assistance  of  our  forces,"  which 
deserves  notice.  I  am  well  assured,  that 
severals  who  in  this  commission,  and  subse- 
^ent  proclamations,  are  said  to  oBSbt  their 
assistance,  were  indeed  forced  thereunto  by 
absolute  command,  under  the  pain  of  rebel- 
lion and  forfeiture.  I  do  not  question  in- 
deed but  many  of  the  Highland  dans  would 
very  willingly  offer  themsdves  to  take  quar- 
ters, in  a  better  soil  than  their  own;  but 
the  question  still  remains,  how  far  it  was 
equitable  and  just  to  accept  such  offers  of 
a  people  living  by  rapine  and  stealth,  against 
loyal  and  peaceable  subjects.  The  forces 
were  under  the  military  law,  even  the  militia 
were  under  regulations,  but  the  ffighland 
vassals,  tenants,  and  adherents,  were  a  law- 
less company ;  every  body  knew  it,  and  their 
actions  were  proportioned.  This  crew  is 
ordered  to  take  quarters  for  money  in  their 
march,  that  was,  whatever  they  were  pleased 
to  give,  t.  e,  none ;  for  generally  they  had  it 
not  to  give;  and,  where  refused,  to  force 
quarters.  They  are  beforehand  indemnified 
for  wounding,  killing,  &c.  all  such  who  made 
opposition  to  the  king's  authority.  This  is 
severe  enough,  when  keepers  of  conven- 
ticles are  made  rebels.  Next,  they  are 
empowered  to  seize  all  they  suspect;  and 
all  that  bore  the  name  of  presbyterians,  and 
had  any  thing  in  thdr  houses,  were  to  the 


oar  siffoet  at  Edinburgh, 
December  1677,  and  of  our 
ninth  year. 

lloTHKS,  chancellor, 

Lauderdale, 

Douglas, 

MUBBAT, 
WiNTOK, 

Linlithgow, 
Marshal, 
Ross, 
Monro, 


the   26th  day  of 
reign  the  tweuty- 

Ch.  Maitland, 
Geo.  Mackenzie, 
Will.  Scot,- 
Strathmore, 
Seaforth, 
Abotk, 
Ja.  Fowlis, 
Tuo.  Wallace, 
J.  Wavchoy. 


this  were  noC  eoaa^  all  whom  they  please 
to  pitch  upon  in  the  places  where  they  come, 
**  must  rise  and  march  with  them,  ander  the 
highest  perns."  After  wdi  a  commission  we 
need  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  dreadful 
ravage  and  barbarities  exercised ;  and  though 
these  were  very  sad,  yet  I  can  scarce  say 
they  were  much  beyond  the  powers  granted 
here. 

All  the  copies  I  have  seen  of  this  com- 
mission have  the  names  of  the  persons 
blank,  because  they  were  given  to  the  com- 
manders severally.  The  marquis  of  Athde^ 
the  earls  of  lAar,  Murray,  Gaithness,* 
Perth,  Strathmore,  and  Airly,  gathered  up 
what  men  they  thought  good,  from  the 
places  they  were  concerned  in,  and  my  lord 
Linlithgow,  with  his  regular  forces,  joins 
them  at  Stirling,  and  when  passed  that  pkoe 
westward,  they  live  on  free  quarters,  and 
press  the  bond,  as  we  shall  hear,  disarm  the 
country,  seize  upon  horses,  and  leave  gsr- 
risons  where  the  committee  of  council,  joined 
with  them,  see  good.  And  the  lord  of 
Huntly  is  ordered  to  keq>  the  peace 
in  the  north,  and  look  after  the  Hiigb- 
landers'  houses  and  families,  when  they  are 
about  this  sort  of  public  service,  of  beariog 
down  presbyterians  in  the  west. 

When  matters  are  thus  forming,  several 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  evidently  seeing 
the  terrible  effects  of  this  method  now  ento'- 
ing  upon,  resolved  to  go  up  to  court,  and 
essay  to  inform  the  king  truly  of  the  present 
circumstances  of  Scotland.  As  soon  as 
this  took  air,  the  bishops,  and  Lauderdale, 
now  at  Edinbuigh,  do  ail  in  their  power  to 
stop  this,  and,  January  3d,  they  pass  an  act 
of  council,  discharging  all  noblemen,  gentle- 
men, and  heritors  to  go  off  the  kii^om, 
without  permission  from  the  council  and 


•  In  the  "  additions**  by  Wodrow  himself,  we 
have  the  foUowing  notice  by  a  literary  friend. 
«  Lest  this  should  be  mistalcen  for  Sinclair  earl 
of  Caithness,  it*s  my  opinion  it  were  not  an6t 
that  you  notice  that  the  laird  of  Glenorchy  had 
at  that  time  the  title  of  the  earl  of  Caithness, 
and  kept  it  some  two  or  three  years ;  but  the  mer- 
est heir  male  of  theSindairs  having  the  title  of  the 
earl  of  Caithness  declared  to  be  bis  rirht.  Glen- 
orchy got  in  room  of  it  that  of  the  earl  of  Bnud- 
albane."  This  account  is  confirmed  by  DouglM 
Vii\i\a  P««x«;(«^  ^ol.  i.  p.  296.— .fill 
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tint  under  the  highest  puiiB ;  and  requiring 
all  betwixt  nzty  and  sixteen  to  be  in  a 
iCMdinrun  to  jcun  the  king's  host.  It  was 
■o  wmder  this  illegal  step  was  taken  to 
cover  another,  for  we  may  suppose,  if  the 
king,  when  from  under  the  management  of 
Lauderdale,  had  got  a  just  information  of  the 
state  of  things,  he  would  have  stopt  this 
procedure.  That  the  reader  may  not  want 
a  paper  so  much  to  the  king  as  well  as 
country's  loss  at  such  a  juncture,  I  have 
insert  the  proclamation  here. 
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publicatiou  to  be  made^  direct  to  the  iahq 
lyon  king  at  arms  his  brethren,  her- 
alds, macers,  pursevants,  and  messengers  at 
arms,  to  pass  to  the  market  cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, andother  places  needful,  and  thereat, 
in  his  majesty's  name  and  authority,  by  open 
proclamation,  make  publication  of  the  pre- 
misses, that  none  pretend  ignorance:  and 
ordain  the  said  lettars  to  be  printed. 

**  Laudsedale,  p." 
And  the  rest  of  the  lords  of  the  sederunt. 


**  Ad  prohtbiting  noblemen  and  others  to  go 
out  <^  the  kingdom  without  license^  January 
2dy  I67a 

'*  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
taking  to  thdr  consideration,  that  upon  the 
great  disorders  lately  committed  in  some 
western  and  other  shires,  they  did  vrrite  to 
them,  requiring  them,  in  his  majesty's  name, 
to  take  such  course  therein  as  might  secure 
the  peace  in  these  places,  with  certification 
to  them,  if  they  iafled  therein,  they  would 
employ  his  majesty's  authority  for  doing 
thereof;  wluch  o£kr  having  received    no 
satis&ctory  answer,  and  they  having  declared 
that  they  were  not  able  to  suppress  the 
disorders,  nor  free  the  country  thereof,  his 
majesty  did  command  and  warrant  his  privy 
council,  to  arm  such  of  his  militia,  and  such 
others  as  should  offer  to  serve  him,  for 
redressing  the  said  disorders,  and  authorise 
diem  to  charge  all  heritors  and  others,  and, 
if  need  be,  all  betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen,  to 
come  and  attend  his  majesty's  host,  under 
the  pain  of  treason,  according  to  the  ancient 
laws  of  this  kingdom :  in  obedience  to  which 
his  majesty's  royal  commands,  the  said  lords 
have  thought  fit  to  send  a  committee  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council,  to  attend  the  forces 
so  to  be  employed  :  and  therefore,  lest  any 
person  should  withdraw  from  the  said  ser- 
vice, by  going  out  of  the  kingdom,  the  said 
lords  do  hereby  require  and  command  all 
noblemen,  heritors,  and  magistrates  of  burghs 
royal,  excepting  actiud  trafiickers  in  bui^hs, 
to  remain  and  continue  within  this  kingdom, 
and  not  to  remove  forth  thereof  upon  any 
pretext  whatsoever,  without  special  license 
from  the  council,  as  they  will  be  answerable 
at  their  highest  peril :  and  ordain  letters  of 


Besides  this  proclamation,  another  method 
the  managers  took  to  stop  the  foresaid  de^ 
sign,  was,  vrriting  particular  letters  to  per- 
sons whom  they  most  suspected,  ordering 
them  to  attend  the  king's  host.  Among 
others  there  was  a  letter  writ  to  the  duke 
of  Hamilton,  which  I  here  insert. 

**  May  it  please  your  grace, 

"  We  having  received  a  letter  fix>m  his 
majesty,  commanding  us  to  use  his  authority 
in  arming  such  of  his  standing  forces,  of  his 
militia,  and  others,  who  voluntarily  ofier 
their  assistance  in  his  majesty's  service,  we 
have,  in  obedience  to  his  royal  commands, 
resolved,  that  such  of  his  majesty's  forces  as 
shall  be  thought  necessary  for  that  his  ser- 
vice in  the  west  country,  shall  rendezvous 
at  Stirling,  and  from  thence  march  to  the 
western  shires;  and  to  the  end  all  things 
may  be  done  regularly  and  legally  in  that 
expedition,  we  have  likewise  resolved,  that 
a  committee  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
shall  go  along  with  his  forces  there.  Likeas, 
we  have  resolved,  that  for  the  same  reason 
the  sheriff  and  other  principal  officers  in 
these  countries,  shall  attend  the  said  com- 
mittee; and  your  grace  being  sheriff  prin- 
cipal of  the  sheriffdom  of  Lanark,  and 
bailie  of  the  regality  of  Glasgow,  we  have 
thought  fit  hereby  to  desire  and  require  you 
to  attend  the  said  committee  at  Glasgow, 
the  26th  day  of  this  instant,  and  to  receive 
and  obey  such  orders  from  the  council  or 
the  said  committee,  from  time  to  time,  as 
shall  be  thought  necessary  for  his  majesty's 
service;  hoping  that  in  this  extraordinary 
exigency  your  grace  will  express  such  re- 
spect to  his  majesty's  interest,  and  obedience 
to  his  commands,  as  may  encousai^  t^^txi^ 
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who  are  engaged  in  that  aemce.** 
Signed,  at  command  of  the  councH, 
by  your  grace's  most  humble  servant, 

*<Laudbbdaub,  L  p.  D.  Con. 
(<  Edinburgh,  Jumarj  Sd,  107B." 

The  duke  of  Hamilton  was  the  nobleman 
of  the  greatest  rank  and  interest  in  the  west, 
and  a  privy  counsellor ;  yet  he  is  not,  for 
reasons  obvious  enough,  put  upon  the  com- 
mittee. And  I  find,  January  21st,  a  letter 
from  him  is  read  in  council,  excusing  himself 
from  attending  the  committee,  by  reason  of 
his  indisponUon ;  and  the  council  send  their 
orders  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  shire  of 
Lanark,  to  meet  at  Hamilton  when  the 
committee  requires  them,  and  receive  their 
orders. 

Upon  the  10th  of  January,  the  bond 
came  in,  signed  by  the  shire  of  Fife,  to  the 
council,  which  was  the  leading  card  to  the 
shires  on  the  south  side  of  Tay,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  give  some  account  of  it.  "When 
the  design  of  the  Highland  host  was  now 


<^  parlnment  madr  theramcnt;  otherwise 
we  shall  remove  them  and  their  fiumliei 
fixiin  off  our  ground:  and  if  we  fiul  herein, 
we  shall  be  liable  to  soch  paina  and  penalties 
as  the  deiinquenta  have  incurred  by  the  law. 
And  fisr  the  more  security,  oooaeotiiig  tlur 
presents  be  regtstrated  in  the  books  of 
council,"  &C. 

This  bond  signed  was  presented  by  the 
chancellor  to  the  council,  on  the  Ibresaid 
day;  and  though  every  body  will  think  thb 
a  strict  enough  tie,  especially  for  persons 
not  in  their  power,  yet  the  council  find  it 
unsatisftctory.  There  was  at  this  time  a 
coldness  betwixt  Lauderdale  and  Rothes ; 
whethei'  it  was  from  this,  or  that  they  had 
another  draught  in  prospect  for  the  west 
country,  I  know  not;  but  althov^  both  the 
primate  and  the  chancellor  defended  this 
draught,  yet  Lauderdale  over-ruled  theaB^ 
and  a  new  draught  is  agreed  upon,  and  sent 
to  the  heritors  to  sign:  which  I  likewise 
msert  here. 

**  We  the  noblemen,  barons,  and  heritors 


formed,  the  chancellor  Rothes  went  over  in   of  the  sheriffdom  of  Fife,  underscribiDg, 


the  end  of  December,  and  laid  out  himself  to 
save  his  own  shire,  by  prevailing  with  the 
heritors  to  take  the  bond.  He  wanted  not 
abundance  of  difficulty  among  them ;  yet  at 
length,  partly  by  promises,  and  partly  by 
threats,  he  prevailed  with  the  most  part  of 
the  heritors  to  sign  the  following  bond  at 
Cupar  of  Fife,  January  3d,  1678. 

"  We  the  noblemen,  barons,  and  heritors 
of  the  sheriffdom  of  Fife,  underscribiog, 
faithfully  bind  and  oblige  us,  that  we,  our 
wives,  bairns,  and  servants,  respectively, 
shall  DO  ways  be  present  at  any  conventicles 
or  disorderly  meeting  in  time  coming,  under 
the  pains  and  penalties  contained  in  acts  of 
parliament  made  thereanent. 

**  As  also,  we  bind  and  oblige  us,  that  our 
haill  tenants  and  cottars  respective,  their 
wives,  bairns,  and  servants,  shall  likewise 
abstain  and  refrain  from  the  said  conven- 
ticles, and  other  illegal  meetings  not  autho- 
rized by  law ;  and  in  case  any  of  them  shall 
contravene  the  same,  we  shall  take  and 
apprehend  any  person  or  persons  guilty 
thereof,  and  present  them  to  the  judge 
ordinary,  that  they  may  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoD^  therefore,  as  b  provided  by  the  acts 


faithfully  bind  and  oblige  us,  that  we,  our 
wives,  bairns,  and  servants,  respectively, 
shall  no  ways  be  present  at  any  conventicle 
or  disorderly  meeting,  in  time  coming,  but 
shall  live  orderly,  in  obedience  to  the  law, 
under  the  pains  and  penalties  contained  in 
the  acts  of  parliament  thereanent.  As  also, 
we  bind  and  oblige  us,  that  our  haill  »Ammf«^ 
and  cottars  respective,  their  wives,  bairns, 
and  servants,  shall  likewise  abstain  and 
refrain  from  the  said  conventicles,  and  other 
illegal  meetings  not  authorized  by  law :  and 
further,  that  we  or  they  shall  not  reset, 
supply,  or  commune  with  forfeited  persons, 
intercommuned  ministers,  or  vagrant  preach- 
ers ;  but  do  our  utmost  to  apprehend  thdr 
persons.  And  in  case  our  said  cottars, 
tenants,  and  their  foresaids  shall  contravene^ 
we  shall  take  and  apprehend,'*  &c.,  as  in  the 
former  draught,  which  needs  not  be  re- 
peated. 

This  new  bond  is  sent  back  to  Fife  to 
be  signed;  and  besides  the  signing  of  this 
bond,  I  find  the  council,  the  said  day, 
order  a  hundred  men  to  be  drawn  out  of 
the  four  militia  regiments,  and  to  march 
up    and    down    the    shire,    and 
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and  root  oat  conyenticles ;  and  these  are 
ordained  to  be  maintained  by  the  shire. 
Tbe  pretext  of  all  this  is,  that  in  the  shire 
of  Fife  Mr.  Welsh  bc^gan  field  conventicles, 
and  fix>m  thence  they  spread  through  the 
kingdom.  As  far  as  I  know,  all  was  sub- 
mitted to,  as  better  than  the  Highland  host. 
January  1 5th,  the  council  order  a  train  of 
artillery  to  be  transported  from  Edinburgh 
to  Linlithgow,  from  thence  to  Kilsyth,  and 
from  thence  to  Glasgow :  and  a  thousand 
merks  were  issued  out  of  the  treasury,  for 
the  charges  of  this  needless  transportation 
of  artillery.  They  had  neither  fortifications 
nor  armies  to  deal  with,  but  a  peaceable 
unprovided  country.  Upon  the  18th  of 
January,  the  council  appoint  a  committee 
of  their  number,  to  attend  and  go  along  Mrith 
the  army,  and  grant  them  a  very  large  com- 
mission and  powers,  which  I  have  annexed 
in  a  note.*    I  need  make  no  reflections 


to  committee  of  eouncil  in  the  west, 
January  l8tA,  IGIQ, 
CbarlflSy  by  tbe  mce  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  &&,  to  all  and  tiuidry  our  sutrjects 
'vduMn  it  effeiri :  Forasmuch  as  we  cannot  bat  too 
wdl  remember,  that  whilst  we  were  engaged  in 
a  war  abroad  in  the  year  1666,  many  in  tbe 
western  shires  were  so  undutifui  as  to  rise  in 
rebdlion  against  us  and  our  authority;  and 
albeit,  after  the  beating  of  their  forces,  we  not 
only  secured  them  by  our  act  of  indemnity,  but 
likewise  gratified  them  above  all  our  other  sub- 
jects, by  indulging  some  ministers  to  preach 
among  than,  of  their  own  pretended  principles, 
expeeung  thereby  not  so  much  to  have  secured 
the  peace  of  that  comer  of  our  ancient  idngdom, 
as  to  have  obliged  these  within  these  shires  to 
hare  lived  quietiy  and  peaceably  under  us,  from 
a  principle  of  gnUitude  as  well  as  duty,  yet  they 
forgetting  both  wlmt  we  and  they  had  done,  did 
again  return  to  the  practice  of  their  former 
rebellious  principles,  and  by  most  seditious 
courses  did  disturb  the  peace,  and  contravene 
oar  laws ;  and  we  baring  again,  by  a  new  act 
of  grace,  discharged  all  pursuits  against  them 
prior  to  the  year  1674,  thev,  notwithstanding  all 
these  repeated  favours,  did  asain  of  late,  either 
by  themselves,  affront  our  authority,  as  it  is  now 
established,  by  flocldng  together  in  field  con- 
Tentides  with  armed  men,  usurping  the  pulpits 
of  the  regular  deivy,  and  threatening  their 
persons,  building  of  meeting-houses,  resetting 
and  following  declared  rebds  and  intercom- 
muned  persons,  who  preach  downright  treason 
against  our  person,  goTsmment,  and  laws, 
inciting  our  people  to  open  rebellion,  or  con- 
nived at,  or  hounded  out  such  as  did  so :  not- 
withstanding of  all  which,  such  was  the  clemen- 
cy of  our  privy  council,  that  they  did  both  invite 
and  empower  the  commissioners  of  militia  and 
excise,  and  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen  with- 
in these  shiresi  to  redress  these  wrongs,  and  to 


upon  it.    The  names  of  the  persons    .^-^ 
to  whom  this  power  is  given,  were, 
the  marquis  of  Athol,  the  earls  of  Mar,  Mur 
ray,  Glencaim,  M^gton,  Strathmore,  Linlith- 
gow, Airly,  Caithness,  Perth,  and  the  lord 
Ross,  eleven  in  number,  of  which  nine  of  them 
were  commanders  of  the  army,  and  had 
brought  down  the  Highlanders,  and  so  were 
the  more  like  to  see  to  their  own  adherents 
and  followers,  and  manage  the  host  to  good 
purpose.    With  this  commission,  the  coun- 
cil j(nn  laige  and  very  remarkable  instruc- 
tions unto  their  committee,  which  being  the 
ground-work  of  what  follows,  I  insert  them 
here. 


Imiructiofu  to  the  ccmmiUeefor  the  west, 
"  1.  You  are  carefiilly  and  vigorously  to 
prosecute  the  commission  granted  to  you 
by  the  council,  being  of  the  date  of  these 
presents. 


secure  our  government  against  the  same  for  the 
future:  with  certification  to  them,  if  they  failed 
therein,  they  should  employ  our  royal  power 
and  force  for  effectuating  uiereof.  Ana  they 
having  met  and  declared,  that  they  were  not 
able  to  repress  these  growing  insolences,  and  lest 
our  other  good  subsets  in  any  of  our  three 
kingdoms,  might  be  again  involvdl  in  these 
fatu  miieries  (occasioned  by  such  distractions), 
out  of  which  they  have  but  lately  escaped,  we 
have<Hrdered  the  caUing  together  or  our  standing 
forces,  with  some  of  our  militia  and  High- 
landers, whom  we  have  commanded  to  march 
to  these  shires;  and  to  the  end  that  all  things 
may  be  done  there  legally  and  effectually,  we, 
with  advice  of  the  loras  of  our  privy  council,  do 
hereby  give  and  grant  full  power  and  commission 
to  our  i^ht  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  cousins 
and  counsellors,  the  lord  marquis  of  Athole,  the 
earl  of  Mar,  the  earl  of  Glencaim,  the  earl  of 
Murray,  the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  the  earl  of 
Perth,  the  earl  of  Wigton,  the  earl  of  Strath- 
more,  the  earl  of  Airl^,  the  earl  of  Caithness, 
and  the  lord  Ross,  to  meet  and  sit  as  a  commit- 
tee of  our  privy  council  in  these  parts,  with 
full  power  to  them,  or  any  five  of  them,  which 
is  to  be  a  quorum,  to  issue  out  proclamations 
and  ordors,  pursue  and  punish  delinquents, 
apprehend  ana  secure  suspect  persons,  and  cause 
such  bonds  be  subscribed  as  they  shall  think  fit ; 
and  generally  all  other  things  to  do^,  with  that 
same  power,  and  in  that  same  manner  as  if  our 
privy  council  were  all  there  personally  present, 
with  whose  authority  we  do  hereby  invest  them 
conform  to  the  instructions  given  them  by  our 
privy  council,  of  the  date  of  thir  presents,  with 
rail  power  to  them  or  their  quorum,  to  choose 
their  own  preses  at  such  times,  and  so  oft  as  they 
shall  find  convenient;  commanding  hereby  ail 
our  good  and  faithful  suljects  to  attend  and 
obey  them,  as  they  shall  be  required,  upon  their 
highest  poU,  In  tha  tama  w%^  a&A.  xnaaocGiKt 
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1678.  "  ^  At  the  first  meeting  at  Glas- 
gow, you  are  to  require  the  sheriffi 
principal  of  the  shire  of  Stirling,  Wigton, 
DumfHes^and  the  8heriff<iepute  of  Roxburgh, 
(in  regard  of  the  sheriff  principal's  absence^) 
immediatelj  to  convene  the  haill  heritors, 
liferenters,  conjunct  fiars,  and  others  within 
the  shires,  for  subscribing  these  bonds  men- 
tioned in  the  following  instructions,  and 
appoint  them  to  return  an  account  of  their 
diligence  and  obedience  to  you,  betwixt  and 
the  7th  day  of  February  next.  You  are 
alao  to  require  the  sheriff  principal  of  the 
shire  of  Lanark,  bailie  of  the  regality  of 
Glasgow,  the  sheriff-depute  of  the  shire  of 
Renfrew,  (in  regard  of  the  sheriff  principal 
his  absence  forth  of  the  kingdom,)  and 
steward  principal  of  the  stewartry  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, as  also  to  convene  the  haill 
heritors,  liferenters,  conjunct  fiars,  and 
others  within  the  said  shires,  regality  and 
stewartry  for  subscribing  the  said  bonds 
mentioned  in  the  instructions  following; 
and  to  cause  the  leaders  of  the  horsemen  of 
the  militia-troops  of  these  bounds,  deliver 
up  to  them  the  haill  militia-arms,  swords, 
pistols,  holsters,  &c.  and  likewise  the  haill 
heritors,  or  other  persons  in  whose  hands 
they  are,  to  do  the  like.  As  also,  you  are 
to  cause  the  sheriff  of  the  sud  shire  of 
Lanark,  bailie  of  the  regality  of  Glasgow, 
sheriff-depute  of  the  shire  of  Renfrew,  and 
Stewart  of  Kirkcudbright,  to  disarm  all 
other  persons,  of  what  degree  or  quality 
soever,  in  these  bounds,  and  to  send  in  the 
arms,  and  all  ammunition  that  is  within  the 
same,  towns  and  villages,  to  you,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  you  shall  be  instructed  by  his 
majesty's  privy  council,  conform  to  the 
following  instruction.  And  you  are  to  order 
the  said  sheri£^  bailie,  and  steward,  to 
report  an  account  of  their  diligence  to  you, 
betwixt  and  the  said  7th  day  of  February ; 
and  you  are  to  return  to  the  council  an 


they  are  obliged,  and  do  now  obey  our  priry 
council,  which  li  settled,  and  usually  alts  here 
at  Edinburgh ;  and  we  do  ordain  this  our  com- 
mission to  last  and  endure  ay  and  while  the 
same  be  recalled  by  us  or  our  privy  council. 
Given  under  our  signet  at  Holyrood-house,  the 
I8th  day  of  January  1678,  and  of  our  reign  the 
i9tb  /ear.— SubtcrUMd  nt  Mederunt, 
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account  of  the^e  orders  given  by  you,  and 


of  the  obedience  given  thereto^  at  all  pos- 
sible speed;  and  you  are  not  to  disarm  the 
shires  of  Stirlii^  Roxburgh,  Galloway,  or 
Dnmfiries,  until  further  orders  firom  the 
coundL 

*'  3.  In  prosecution  of  your  commis- 
sion, you  are  to  go  alongst  with  the  forces 
appointed  to  rendezvous  at  Stirling  the  24di 
of  January  instant,  both  standing  forces, 
Uighlandmen,  militia,  or  others,  and  from 
thence  to  go  to  Glasgow,  and  fixMn  thence 
to  the  shire  of  Ayr,  where  you  are  first  ta 
get  an  exact  roll  of  the  names  of  all  the 
heritors  of  that  shire,  and  of  all  the  heriton 
of  all  the  jurisdictions,  stewartries,  hni1wirv»a, 
regalities,  and  others  that  are  within  the 
bounds  thereof. 

**  4.  That  you  take  special  care,  at  your 
first  coming  to  the  shire  of  Ayr,  to  cause 
the  leaders  of  horsemen  of  the  militia  troops 
of  that  shire,  bring  in  to  you  the  haill  militia 
arms,  swords,  pistols,  holsters,  &c,  and  like- 
wise the  haill  heritors  or  other  persons,  ia 
whose  hands  they  are,  to  be  ^spoaed  of  by 
you,  as  you  shall  be  instructed  by  the  privy 
council  thereanent;  and  in  case  of  their 
refusal  or  disobedience,  to  quarter  upon  the 
contraveners,  and  to  inflict  upon  them  such 
other  punishment  you  find  just :  that  in  like 
manner  you  give  orders  for  inbringing  of  all 
the  arms  whatsoever,  and  of  all  the  ammimi- 
tion  that  is  within  the  bounds  of  the  said 
shire,  and  jurisdiction  lying  therein,  and  of 
all  towns  and  burghs  within  the  same,  tiiat 
is  in  the  hands  and  possession  of  any  person 
whatsoever,  of  whatsoever  degree  or  quality, 
whether  heritor,  tenant,  servant,  cottar, 
tradesman,  or  others  whatsomever,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  you,  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  article :  and,  in  prosecution  hereof 
that  you  give  orders  to  the  major-general, 
or  the  commanding  officers  for  the  time,  and 
in  the  place,  for  seizing  and  searching  for  all 
such  arms  and  ammunition ;  and,  if  need  be, 
that  you  take  the  oaths  of  all  persons  havers 
of  arms,  either  by  yoiuiielves  or  such  as  yon 
shall  appoint ;  and  generally,  that  you  use 
all  other  effectual  means,  and  take  all  other 
courses  for  totally  disarming  of  the  said 
shire,  as  soon  as  possible«  You  are  vigor- 
ously to  prosecute  all  such,  whether  heritors 
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or  odien,  as  hsre  been  present  at  field 
ooBTentidcSyancI  all  soch  as  hayecoovocate 
peofrie  thereto,  since  the  Ist  of  January 
1677,  and  all  such  as  have  preached  or 
exercised  at  conventides,  or  have  invaded 
kirks  or  pulpits,  or  all  such  oa  have  threat- 
ened or  invaded  the  persons  or  goods  of  the 
regular  ministers,  and  all  that  have  been 
accessary  to  the  building  of  preaching- 
bousesy  and  all  heritors,  Hferenters,  and 
landlords,  that  have  connived  at  the  buildii^ 
of  the  8»d  houses,  since  the  24<th  day  of 
March,  1674  years,  and  to  cause  bum  these 
meedng^KXises,  and  rase  them  to  the 
ground. 

**  5.  Yon  are  to  prosecute  such  as  have 
withdrawn  hitherto  from  the  public  ordin- 
ances, or  that  are  guilty  of  irregular  bap- 
tisoia  or  marriages ;  and  generally,  that  you 
put  in  execution  all  acts  of  parliament  and 
acts  of  council  made  anent  the  disorders 
particularly  above  mentioned,  according  to 
the  tenor  thereof;  and  that  you  particulaiiy 
censure  and  punish  all  other  ddicts  and 
transgressions  mentioned  in  these  acts,  and 
which  are  not  here  particularly  enumerate ; 
by  which  delicts  it  is  not  understood  persons 
hearing  of  indulged  ministers  in  the  parishes 
to  which  they  are  confined. 

^  6w  That  according  to  the  power  of 
justidaiy  mentioned  in  your  commission, 
you  do  criminaUy  indict  all  rebels,  forfieited 
persons,  or  such  as  you  shall  apprehend, 
who  have  taken  arms,  and  all  such  whose 
crimes,  by  the  acts  of  parliament,  are  capital 
and  punishaUe  by  death,  and  inflict  upon 
them  the  pains  and  punishments  mentioned 
in  the  acts  of  parliament. 

**  7*  That  after  you  have  received  true 
and  perfect  lists  of  all  the  heritors,  Hfe- 
renters, and  landlords,  within  the  shire  of 
Ayr,  and  haill  jurisdictions  lying  locally 
within  the  same,  that  you  summon  aU  of 
them,  without  respect  of  persons,  to  com- 
pear beCbre  you,  and  command  and  require 
them,  within  such  time  aa  you  shall  think  fit 
to  prescribe,  to  engage  and  give  sufficient 
bond  and  security  to  you  and  the  coundl, 
whereby  th^  oblige  themselves  for  all  their 
tenants,  and  others  whatsomever,  that  live 
upon  or  possess  their  lands,  that  they  shall 
keep  no  conventicles,  nor  be  accessory  to 

n. 
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the  keeping  thereof,  or  convening  |«*« 
of  persons  thereto,  and  that  they 
shall  otherwise  live  orderly  and  obedient  to 
the  laws,  and  that  under  such  pecunial  suras 
and  other  testifications,  as  you  shall  find 
cause;  and  in  case  of  their  postponing  or 
reftising  to  give  the  said  bonds  and  security, 
that  yon  proceed  against  them,  by  fining, 
confining,  imprisoning;  banishing,  or  other 
arbitrary  punishment,  accordmg  to  kw,  as 
you  find  cause. 

**  8.  That  yoo  likewise  bring  before  yoo^ 
or  any  appomted  by  you,  the  haOI  tenants 
and  masters  of  families  within  the  said  shiray 
and  cmise  them  give  the  like  bonds»  for 
themselves,  their  wives,  and  fiunilies,  and 
likewise  the  men-servants  to  give  bond  fiir 
themselves :  and  aB  this  not  only  for  relieif- 
ing  the  heritors  or  masters,  but  likewise  lor 
binding  of  the  tenants  themselves  for  olv 
serving  the  premises ;  and  in  case  of  deUy 
or  refusal,  to  proceed  to  punishment  against 
them,  as  is  prescribed  to  be  inflicted  upon 
the  heritors,  and  that  you  use  all  other  ways 
to  get  exact  rolls  of  all  the  tenants  and 
others  abovementioned,  either  by  ordainii^ 
the  masters  to  give  in  the  same  upon  oath» 
and  by  gettbg  the  rolls,  which  was  the 
method  for  imposing  the  milkia,  or  to  take 
any  other  effectual  way  for  a  full  discovery 
thereof. 

**  9.  That  you  cause  the  heritors  of  every 
parish  give  bond  for  securing  the  persona 
and  goods  of  their  regular  ministers,  and 
that  under  such  pecuiual  suma  and  other 
penalties  as  you  shall  find  cause;  and  for 
avoiding  of  multiplicity  of  bonds,  and  saving 
of  time,  you  are  to  consider,  if  this  dauae 
relating  to  regular  ministers,  may  not  be 
meet  in  the  former  bonds  to  be  given  by 
the  heritors,  and  likewise  in  the  abovemen- 
tioned bonds  to  be  given  by  the  tenants  and 
landlords,  and  their  servants,  and  to  pro- 
ceed therein  as  you  find  cause,  either  jointly 
or  separately. 

**  10.  That  if  you  find  the  former  bonds 
do  not  sufficiently  secure  agiainst  conven- 
ticles, that  you  cause  the  heritors^  Hferent- 
ers, and  landlords,  within  everji  parish,  give 
security  that  no  conventicles  shall  be  kept 
within  any  part  of  their  lands,  property  or 
commonty,  not  haxboux  oi  coccoGfOKv^  ^wi^ 
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1678.   '^^^'  *"^  persons  intercommnned, 
and  the  obligation  be  either  included 
in  tlie  first  bond,  or  taken  separately,  as 
you  find  cause. 

**  11.  That  you  cause  all  magistrates  of 
buTghs,  whether  royal,  regality,  or  baronies, 
and  if  need  be,  all  landlords,  heritors,  and 
inhabitants  within  these  burghs,  give  the 
like  bonds  and  security,  such  as  is  mentioned 
in  the  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  foregoing 
articles,  and  that  under  such  pecunial  pains 
and  penalties  as  you  shall  find  cause. 

**  12.  That  you  cause  secure  all  horses 
aboTe  fifty  pounds  Scots  price  and  value,  so 
as  the  owners  and  others  shall  not  be  capa- 
ble to  have  the  use  of  them,  in  case  of  any 
insurrection  or  rebellion ;  and  thb  either  by 
causing  the  owners  and  their  roasters  (if 
they  be  tenants)  give  security,  that  all  horses 
above  the  foresaid  value  shall  be  put  off 

the  shire,  betwixt  and  the  first  day  of  May 
next  to  come,  and  to  take  any  other  effec- 
tual course  to  make  the  said  resolution,  as 
to  the  horses,  practicable.        ^ 

*'  13.  That  at  your  coming  to  the  shire  of 
Ayr,  or  any  other  time,  as  you  shall  find 
cause,  you  give  order  to  the  major-general 
to  quarter  the  officers  and  soldiers,  horse 
and  foot,  whether  standing  forces.  Highland- 
men,  militia,  or  others,  upon  all  persons, 
whether  heritors,  tenants,  or  others,  within 
and  without  burgh,  excepting  such  persons 
as  the  privy  coimcil  shall  think  fit  to  order 
to  be  free  of  quartering,  and  that  such  quar- 
tering be  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
missions granted  to  the  several  noblemen, 
who  are  appointed  to  bring  together  their 
Highland  forces  and  following,  and  to  such 
orders  as  the  major-general  shall  receive 
firom  the  privy  council  thereanent. 

"  14.  That  you  give  orders  for  placing 
sufficient  garrisons  in  all  houses  and  places 
within  the  said  shire  and  jurisdictions 
therein,  that  you  shall  find  necessary,  and 
that  these  garrisons  be  furnished  sufficiently 
in  all  things  necessary,  by  such  adjacent 
places  as  you  shall  think  fit  to  appoint. 

''  15.  That  after  you  have  prosecute  your 
instructions  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  and  reduced 
the  same  to  order,  or  sooner,  if  you  find 
cause,  or  as  shall  be  advised  by  the  council. 
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Lanark,  and  §rom  thence  to  die  slure  of 


Reofirew,  and  fit>m  thence  Co  the  stewartr? 

_  • 

of  Kirkcudbright,  and  that  you  proceed 
according  to  the  method  mentioDed  in  the 
foregoing  instructions,  which  are  hereby 
deckred  to  be  applicable  to  these  ahires  and 
places,  as  well  as  to  the  shire  of  Ayr,  so 
that  whatever  is  mentioned  in  relation  to 
that  shire,  is  understood  to  be  meant  as  to 
all  these  other  shires  and  places,  and  not 
only  so,  but  as  to  all  other  neighboariDg 
shires,  and  adjacent  places  to  these  Mm 
and  places,  that  ye  shall  understand  to  be 
infested  with  such  dborders,  and  you  go  or 
send  to  these  places  adjacent,  and  there  to 
prosecute  the  forgoing  instructions,  or 
either  of  them,  as  you  shall  find  cause. 

**  16.  And  in  case  it  fall  out,  that  any  be 
so  pemicioucly  wicked  as  to  rise  in  arms,  or 
to  continue  in  the  prosecution  of  their  field 
conventicles  in  arms,  that  you  give  order  to 
the  major-general  to  reduce  than  by  fofce 
of  arms ;  and  that  so  many  of  them  as  shall 
be  taken  alive,  by  virtue  of  the  power  of 
justiciary  contained  in  your  commission, 
you  cause  indict  them  criminally,  and,  being 
found  guilty,'  you  cause  inflict  upon  them 
the  pains  and  penalties  due  to  rebeb  snd 
traitors. 

"  17.  That  what  orders  you  give  to  the 
major-general  and  commanding  officers,  be 
subscribed  by  a  quorum  of  the  committee  at 
least.  All  which  orders  so  given  you  are 
to  leave  the  execution  thereof  to  the  major- 
general,  to  be  distribute  to  these  under  his 
command,  as  he  shall  think  fit,  wherein  he 
is  to  do  as  he  will  be  answerable. 

'*  18.  You  are  to  cause  all  heritors  in 
those  western  shires  and  places  adjacent, 
and  also  all  tenants,  landlords,  and  masters 
of  families,  within  and  without  burgh,  and 
magistrates  of  burghs,  all  sheriffdeputes, 
steward-deputes,  and  bailie-deputes,  and 
others  that  exerce  any  manner  of  jurisdic- 
tion, take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his 
majesty;  and  in  this  you  are  to  consider 
whether  they  are  to  do  this  at  the  giving  of 
the  bond  above-mentioned,  or  to  leave  it  in 
the  last  place,  and  that  because  it  will  take 
up  much  time  to  convene  so  many  persons 


over  again ;  and  in  this  yon  are  to  do  as  the 
that  yon  go  from  thence  to  the  shire  ot\c^AeT«c^\Tc&. 
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"  19.  You  are  to  choose  one  of  your 
Dumber  to  preside  among  you  from  time  to 
time;  and  what  persons  are  cited  or  brought 
before  the  committee,  the  list  of  their  names 
are  to  be  signed  by  the  president,  when  the 
warrant  is  given  for  citation ;  and,  when  the 
persons  are  called,  the  president  is  to 
observe  that  none  be  omitted,  and  that  all 
bonds  taken,  and  all  acts  done  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  all  the  progress  made  in  the 
foresaid  service,  is  to  be  put  in  order,  to  be 
returned  to  the  council  to  be  approven,  and 
to  remain  in  record. — Subscribed  tU  sederunt, 
except  the  two  archbishops." 

By  these  instructions  they  are  to  manage 
the  army,  and  give  orders  to  the  country, 
sheriiB,  and  other  magistrates :  and  to  com- 
plete all,  and  render  them  fully  masters  of 
the  lives  of  the  west  country,  as,  by  their 
army,  they  were  of  their  liberty  and  fortunes, 
they  or  any  three  of  them  are  clothed  the 
same  day  by  the  council  with  a  justiciary 
power,  and  oommissionate  to  be  a  criminal 
court.  I  need  not  insert  their  justiciary 
commission,  since  it  runs  in  common  form, 
and  we  have  had  already  copies  of  it  after 
Pentland.  But  to  save  their  own  bacon 
and  their  friends,  after  all  these  powers  at 
the  same  diet, "  The  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  warrant  and  order  the  com- 
mittee, to  free  all  the  lands  of  counsellors, 
and  such  as  subscribe  the  bond,  and  obey 
the  orders  of  the  committee,  from  quarter- 
ing." And  the  council  appoint  the  first 
meeting  of  their  committee  to  be  at  Glasgow, 
January  26th. 

Every  body  knew,  some  weeks  ago,  that 
the  general  rendezvous  of  the  forces  was 
app<»nted  at  Stirling  upon  the  S^th,  and 
agreeably  to  this,  the  committee  of  council 
is  ordered  at  Glasgow  the  26th ;  yet,  very  sur- 
prisingly, the  half  of  the  regular  forces,  a  squa- 
dron of  horse,  and  four  companies  of  foot, 
got  secret  orders  upon  the  9th ;  and  upon 
Sunday  the  13th  of  January,  in  time  of 
public  worship,  came  in  upon  the  town  of 
Glasgow,  and  made  inunediatdy  a  strict  and 
narrow  search  for  arms,  and  fugitive  and 
intercommuned  persons.  The  same  was 
done,  I  hear,  in  the  town  of  Edinburgh  at  the 
very  same  time.  At  Glasgow  some  persons 
were  comnutted  to  prison,  and,  after  a  few 
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days,  released.  There  thoae  forces 
took  up  their  quarters,  as  harbin- 
gers to  the  Highlanders,  and  their  carriage 
was  high  and  insolent  enough,  but  was 
obscured  quickly  by  their  followers.  They 
themselves  afterward  owned  this  sudden 
attack  of  Glasgow,  was  upon  a  wrong  infor- 
mation. The  matter  was  thus :  the  bishop 
of  Argyle  and  some  others,  (and  indeed  not 
a  few  of  the  marches  of  the  soldiers  were, 
upon  the  bishops'  and  curates'  informations, 
oft-times  ill  grounded,)  had  represented  that 
a  communion  was  to  be  celebrated  at  Glas- 
gow that  Lord's  day  by  the  outed  ministers, 
after  which  they  were  pleased  to  imagine  to 
themselves,  and  frighten  the  managers  with, 
the  ftmcy  that  an  insurrection  was  to  follow. 
The  real  ground,  if  it  may  be  called  so,  of 
this  fright,  was,  that  the  presbyterians  in 
and  about  Glasgow,  minbters  and  others, 
upon  the  certain  accounts  of  the  Highland 
host,  and  the  committee  of  council  their 
coming  west,  expecting  a  very  sharp  and 
severe  trial,  had  kept  the  Tuesday  of  that 
week  as  a  day  of  private  fasting,  humiliation, 
and  prayer  to  the  Lord,  in  this  time  of  dis- 
tress and  darkness.  However,  the  story  takes, 
and  the  soldiers  are  quartered  at  Glasgow, 
to  prevent  an  insurrection,  that  was  never 
once  thought  of  by  the  presbyterians.  John 
Anderson  of  Dowhill  younger,  at  the  revo- 
lution first  provost  of  Glasgow,  of  whom 
before,  was  taken ;  the  soaperie  there  was 
guarded,  and  closely  searched  for  arms  and 
ammunition,  but  nothing  found,  save  that 
gentleman's  sword  and  pistols.  When  they 
found  their  mistake,  within  a  little  he  waa. 
liberate,  upon  bond  and  caution  to  answer 
when  called  to  what  should  be  laid  to  his 
charge. 

I  shall  end  this  section  with  an  account 
of  some  attempts  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
west  country,  to  preserve  themselves  and 
their  neighbours  fit>m  this  barbarous  attack. 
I  want  the  precise  time,  but  it  was  about 
the  beginning  of  this  month,  I  suppose,  and 
about  the  time  of  the  application  from  the 
shire  of  Fife.  The  nobility  and  gentry  of 
the  shire  of  Ayr,  apprehending  this  project 
of  the  Highland  host  to  be  chiefly  levdled 
against  them,  thought  good  to  commission- 
ate  nine  of  thor   number  to  cfl«0A  ^a^ 


THB  HISTORT  OF  HIE  SUFFERINGS  f  BOOK  H. 

obcaiii  a  iomII  dekjr  of  tbe  ordm  to  tlie 


Ediiteiillbt  wmI  repreteot  to  Uie 


eomidi,  *  the  peaoobleocM 
couBtry,  and  that  albeit  their  people  were 
indeed  addicted  to  cooTentidea,  and  thought 
they  had  principle  and  solid  reatom  for  so 
beii^yet  this  was  only  in  these  parishai 
which  were  denied  the  benefit  of  the  indul- 
gence ;  and  that  not  only  in  their  shire,  but 
likewise  in  the  better  part  of  the  kingdom, 
the  same  mild  course,  which  hb  mn^festy 
had  taken  with  hb  other  kiqgdoms,  would 
certainly  prove  the  most  infallible  mean  to 
put  a  period  to  these  alleged  disorders; 
which,  even  yet,  they  were  not  without  hope 
to  obtain  from  the  benign  disposition  of 
their  prince,  and  their  lordships'  intercession; 
that  finally,  as  they  were  not  conscious  to 
themselves  of  a  disloyal  thought,  so  they 
could  not  discern  the  least  tendency  in  the 
people  to  disorder  or  rebellion;  and  there- 
fore humbly  they  deprecate  that  severe  pro- 
cedure of  sending  amoi^  them  so  inhumane 
and  barbarous  a  crew."— When  they  came 
to  town,  Lauderdale,  the  better  to  make 
them  understand  they  had  now  incurred 
his  hi^iest  displeasure,  would  not  so  much 
as  allow  them  access  to  speak  to  him,  and 
would  by  no  means  hearken  to  any  applica- 
tions nuuie  by  the  mediation  of  others: 
and  when  it  was  proposed  to  him  and  others, 
that  the  standing  forces  only  might  be  sent 
to  execute  tbe  law,  in  which  case  some 
offered  to  engage  for  the  peace  of  tbe  whole 
shire,  this  likewise  was  peremptorily  rejected ; 
and  the  gentlemen  were  told  that  nothing 
would  satisfy  but  their  present  signing  the 
J>ond,  and  their  obliging  themselves  upon 
the  spot,  that  all  the  rest  of  tbe  heritors 
should  do  the  like.  This  was  what  the 
commissioners  could  not  do,  *  and  so  they 
returned  without  being  able  to  efiectuate 
any  thing  in  tbe  errand  upon  which  they 
came;  nay,  they  could  not  so  much  as 


*  Bonict  ioforms  ui,  that  **  this  put  duke 
Laaderdale  in  such  a  frenzyi  that  at  couDcil 
table  be  mndm  bere  hfs  arms  abore  hia  elbotra, 
mod  swore  by  Jehovah  be  would  mnkit  them 
enter  into  tbeee  bonds;**  and  after  detaUing  at 
greater  length  their  tyrannical  |nx>oedure  in 
wis  matter,  he  adds»  "  these  things  seemed  dene 
on  desirn  to  force  a  rebellioni  which  they  thought 
woukl  M  eaelljr  quaiAied,  and  would  give  a  sood 
Pfimfr  hr  kmpufg  up  an  snay*    And  duke 


forces  to  march,  until  the  sfaire  were  mel 
and  acquainted  with  these  tanns  now  pro- 
poeed.  Thus  the  violent  aacasurei  now 
resolved  upon  by  the  duke,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  pidates,  at  all  haaards  most  be 
execute :  and  accordingly*  in  the  end  of  thii 
month,  the  host  marched,  and  haraascd  the 
west;  of  which  I  come  now  to  give  aome 
account. 


SECT.  n. 

OfilU  siarcft,  smo^mmu,  pntcedmre,  mmd  retmn 
of  the  Righkmd  ioti,  the  prtumg  of  Urn 
bond,  and  other  ucHngs  of  He  cammiittt 
joined  wUh  thewn^  January,  Febrmmy,  and 
March,  167& 


I  COMB  now  to  the  more  direct  relation  of 
the  proceedii^  of  this  host  and  army,  which 
could  not  be  prevented  by  any  applications 
made;  and  I  shall  give  as  distinct  a  narratife 
of  it  as  I  can,  from  the  papers  I  have  met 
with,  and  intermix  likewise  the  procedure  of 
the  council  at  Edinburgh,  upon  the  accounts 
sent  them  from  the  west.  Upon  the  24th 
of  January,  the  northern  army  rendezvous 
at  Stirling,  where,  besides  other  pieces  of 
rudeness,  they  raised  fire  more  than  once. 
The  earls  were  their  colonels,  when  regi- 
mented; their  lairds  and  chiefrains  were 
their  captains;  their  adherents  and  friends 
under-officers,  and  the  very  scum  of  thst 
uncivilized  country  were  their  common  sol* 
diers:  these,  with  the  Angus  militia,  wad 
some  gentlemen  from  Perthshire,  march  fix)iD 
Stirling  the  25th,  and,  with  the  regulsr 
forces,  they  are  all  at  or  about  Glasgow  the 
26th.  Their  numbers  were  as  follow.  About 
a  thousand  foot  of  regular  forces ;  the  Angus 
militia  and  Perthshire  gentlemen  about  two 


Lauderda]e*s  party  depended  so  much  on  thi% 
that  they  begun  to  diride  in  hopes  the  confed- 
erated estates  among  them,  so  that  on  Valoi- 
tine*8  day,  instead  of  drawing  mistreosea  thej 
drew  estates,  and  creat  joy  appeared  in  thdr 
loolcs  upon  a  false  alarm  that  was  brought  them 
of  an  insurrection,  but  they  were  as  mudi 
dejected  when  they  knew  it  was  false."  Bur- 
net's History  of  his  Own  Tlmes^  rtL  U.  pp.  66^ 
^  184,  \Sb,'^£d, 
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tfaooiMid  two  hundred;  and  of  the  Higfa- 
about  SIX  thousand;  the  hone  guards 
;fat  score,  and  five  other  troops  of 
borae,  beside  the  sereral  retinues  of  the 
lords  of  the  committee  and  others  waiting 
»;  and  a  vast  number  of  stn^gglers  who 
aone  onlj  for  booty  and  plunder ;  so  that, 
)y  an  easy  calculation,  they  may  be  reckoned 
ten  thousand  in  aU.  They  had  no  small 
itore  of  ammunition  with  them,  four  field- 
pieces,  vast  numbers  of  spades,  shovds, 
mattocks,a8  if  they  had  been  to  have  attacked 
{Teat  fortifications.  They  had  good  store  of 
ffon  shackles,  as  if  they  were  to  lead  back 
raat  numbers  of  slaves ;  and  thumb4ocks,  as 
iiey  call  them,  to  make  their  examinationb 
■id  trials  with.  The  musketeers  had  their 
kggers  so  made,  as,  if  need  were,  to  fiuten 
ipon  the  mouth  of  their  pieces,  and  maul 
lorse,  like  our  bayonets,  not  yet  brought  to 
lerfectioo.    In  this  posture  came  they  west.* 

So  formidable  a  company  could  not  but 
xit  all  the  country  into  a  mighty  constema- 
lon,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  They 
vere  surprised  to  find  that  real,  the  reports 
vhereof  they  could  not  persuade  themselves 
o  have  been  any  thing  but  threatenings,  to 
'right  people  to  an  absolute  compliance: 
md  the  amazement  of  the  gentlemen  and 
rfficers  in  the  army,  who  were  of  any  temper 
vr  reason,  was  litde  less,  when  they  entered 
nto  a  country  perfectly  peaceable  and  quiet, 
vhich  had  been  represented,  and  they 
ncpected  to  find,  up  in  actual  rebellion. 

At  Glasgow  the  committee  of  council 
neet,  and  open  their  instructions,  and  fidl 
iboat  their  work  of  disarming  the  peaceable 
oantry,  and  pressing  the  bond.  And  upon 
he  88th  of  January,  they  have  the  sheriA 
if  Roxburgh,  Stirlingshire,  Lanark,  Renfrew, 


*  **  Upon  thb  all  the  force  the  king  had  waa 
mt  Into  the  west  country,  with  aomeeaaoon,  aa 
r  it  bad  been  for  some  dangerous  expedition ; 
nd  letters  were  writ  to  the  lords  in  the  High- 
lada,  to  send  all  the  strength  they  could  to  assist 
ba  king*s  army.  The  marquis  of  Athol,  to 
Iww  his  greatness,  sent  8,400  men.  The  earl  of 
IratdalUn  sent  l.TOa  And  in  aU  8000  were 
roof  ht  Into  the  country,  and  let  loose  upon  fhbe 
A  committee  of  council  was  sent  to  give 
Hers  was  an  army,  but  no 
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nsBiy  appeared.  The  Highlanders  were  very 
nmfy,  and  stole  and  robbed  every  where.**-^ 
lanMC,  vuL  L  ^  88&.— iStf. 


Wlgtoo,  Dumfries,  and  the  stewar- 
try  of  Kirkcudbright,  before  them, 
having  been  formeriy  ordered  to  attend, 
ready  to  receive  their  orders.  The  orders 
they  give  will  best  appear  from  their  instruc- 
tions, which  follow. 

CommUU^i  intintctiont  to  the  therifft, 
GUugoWj  Janmry  28M,  1678. 

**  The  lords  of  the  committee  of  council, 
empowered  by  his  majesty's  privy  council  to 
meet  in  the  west,  do,  in  prosecution  of  the 
commission  and  instructions  given  to  them 
by  the  privy  council,  hereby  require  — — — 
sheriffi  of  the  shire  of  to  convene 

the  haill  heritors,  liferenters,  conjunct  fiars, 
and  others  within  the  said  shire,  for  sub- 
scrilmig  a  bond,  the  copy  whereof  is  signed, 
and  herewith  sent  by  the  lords  of  the  com- 
mittee. And  fiirther,  the  said  lords  do 
require  the  said  sheriff  to  cause  the  leaders 
of  the  horsemen  of  the  militia  troops  of  that 
shire,  deliver  up  to  him  the  haUl  militia 
arms,  swords,  pistols,  holsters,  he  and  like- 
wise the  haill  heritors,  or  other  persons  in 
whose  hands  they  are,  to  do  the  like :  as 
also  the  said  sheriff  is  hereby  ordered  to 
disarm  all  other  persons,  of  what  degree  or 
quality  soever,  in  that  shire,  excepting  privy 
counsellors,  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  who 
are  under  the  king's  pay,  who  are  not  to  be 
disarmed  at  all,  and  excepting  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  quality,  who  are  to  have  license 
to  wear  their  swords  only ;  the  roll  of  the 
names  of  which  gentlemen  of  quality  the 
said  sheriff  are  to  return  to  the  committee. 
And  for  the  more  effectual  disarming  of  that 
shire,  the  said  sheriff  is  hereby  ordained  to 
do  the  same  upon  oath,  as  to  what  arms 
they  have,  and  by  all  other  means  and  ways 
for  discovery  hereof,  and  total  disarming  of 
the  said  shire,  excepting  as  aforesaid,  and 
send  in  the  arms  and  all  ammunition  that  is 
within  the  said  shire,  or  within  the  towns 
and  villages  thereof,  to  — —  to  be  kept  in 
the  said  castle  till  fiirther  order :  ordaining 
hereby  the  said  sheriff  to  report  an  account 
of  his  diligence  snd  obedience  in  the  pre- 
mises, to  the  lords  of  the  committee,  betwixt 
and  the  7th  of  February  next.  It  is  hereby 
understood,  that  all  burg^  both  of 
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1678    ""^  baJrony  in  the  «aid  shire,  are 
hereby  included. 

« WioTON,  Mar, 

Strathmorb,  (}lekcairn, 

AiRi.Y,  Murray, 

Catthntss,  Linuthoow, 

Ross,  Pertil" 
Athole, 

The  arms  in  the  shires  of  Lanark,  Dun- 
barton,  and  Renfrew,  were  to  be  delivered 
to  the  earl  of  Wigton,  captain  of  the  Castle 
of  Dunbarton. 

Copy  of  the  bond,  Glasgow,  January  26ik, 

1678. 


We 


faithfully  bind  and  oblige  us. 


that  we,  our  wives,  bairns,  and  servants 
respective,  shall  no  ways  be  present  at  any 
conventicles  or  disorderly  meetings  in  time 
coming,  but  shall  live  orderly,  in  obedience 
to  the  law,  under  the  pains  and  penalties 
contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament  made 
thereagainst :  as  also,  we  bind  and  oblige  us, 
that  our  haill  tenants  and  cottars  respective, 
their  wives,  bairns,  and  servants,  shall  like- 
wise abstain  and  refrain  from  the  said  con- 
venticles, and  other  illegal  meetings  not 
authorized  by  the  law,  and  that  they  shall 
live  orderly  and  in  obedience  to  the  same : 
and  further,  that  we  nor  they  shall  not 
reset,  supply,  or  commune  with  forfeited 
persons,  intercoromuned  ministers,  vagrant 
preachers ;  but  shall  do  our  utmost  endea- 
vours to  apprehend  their  persons;  and  in 
case  our  said  tenants,  cottars,  or  their  foie- 
saids  shall  contravene,  we  shall  take  and 
apprehend  any  person  or  persons  guilty 
thereof,  and  present  them  to  the  judge 
ordinar}',  that  they  may  be  fined  or  impri- 
soned therefore,  as  is  provided  by  acts  of 
parliament  made  thereanent,  otherwise  we 
shall  remove  them  and  their  families  off  our 
ground ;  and,  if  we  shall  fail  herein,  we  shall 
be  liable  to  such  pains  and  penalties  as  the 
said  delinquents  have  incurred  by  law. 
Consenting  thir  presents,  &c, 

**  Subscribed  ut  supra,*' 

Such  who  took  the  bond  being  to  receive 
protection  thereupon,  were  further  appointed 
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by  the  committee^  January  Slat,  to  Hibacribe 
this  additional  daoae,  "  And  I  da  fivtfacr 
hereby  oblige  me,  that  I  shall  not  Ofwn  any 
persons,  lands,  or  goods,  but  such  as  do  pro- 
perty belong  to  myself,  tinder  colour  of  the 
protection  given  unto  me,  and  that  uider 
such  pains  and  penalties  as  the  council  or 
committee  of  council  shall  impose,  in  case  I 
contravene."  I  have  in  mine  eye  the  list 
of  such  who  dgned  the  bond  in  the  city  oi 
Glasgow,  beginning  with  the  magistrates; 
James  Campbell  provoet,  John  Johnstoo, 
John  Campbell,  James  Colquhoun,  bailies; 
and  except  the  counsellors  and  a  few  mer- 
chants, the  rest  are  but  tradeamen  and  mean 
persons,  and  the  whole  number  in  that  large 
dty  but  one  hundred  and  fifty-three.  The 
refusal  of  this  bond  was  the  pretext  of  all  the 
vast  desolation  and  severities,  exercised  at 
this  time  upon  the  west  of  Scotland ;  and 
all  the  power  and  influence  of  these  booted 
apostles  did  not  prevail  upon  many  to  take 
it.  Some  few  indeed  did  sign  it  every  where^ 
who  were  willing  to  foil  in  with  any  thii^ 
which  came  about,  but  the  most  and  best 
refused. 

By  the  way,  it  may  not  be  aroiaa  here  to 
observe,  that  it  was  as  reasonable  for  presby- 
terians,  some  years  ago,  to  press  the  cove- 
nants upon  malignants  who  scrupled  them, 
as  it  is  in  the  managers  to  press  this  bond 
on  presbyterians.  It  is  not  my  province  now 
to  compare  the  matter  of  the  one  with  the 
other  here ;  the  difference  there  is  prodigi- 
ously great,  there  being  evidently  m  the 
covenants  nothing  but  what  was  agreeable 
to  the  moral  law,  and  what  people  were 
really  bound  to,  whether  they  had  sworn 
them  or  not :  neither  will  I  take  on  me  to 
vindicate  any  rigorous  methods,  said  (perhaps 
upon  no  solid  grounds)  to  have  been  taken 
to  violent  people  to  the  covenants  theoh 
selves ;  this  is  proper  to  be  \eh  to  such  as 
give  us  the  history'  of  the  times  wherein  thti 
is  alleged  to  be  done,  who,  I  am  persuaded, 
may  give  a  very  satisfying  and  reasonable 
account  of  any  thing  done  by  pre8b3^teriaDS, 
as  a  body,  this  way ;  though  I  prof^  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  force  and  violence  ta  no 
proper  way  to  deal  with  consciences:  but 
certainly  the  procedure  of  this  period,  ia 
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mkotiqg  people  into  the  dedaratioD,  bond, 
mod  testy  ought  for  ever  to  stop  the  mouths 
of  the  episcopal  faction,  as  to  their  com- 
plaints of  presbyterian  severities  in  pressing 
the  covenants,  which  they  never  did  by  a 
Highland  host,  when  the  power  was  in  th&r 
band.  And  I  hope,  after  this,  for  their  own 
sake,  we  shall  have  no  more  clamour  firom 
that  side  upon  this  score.  It  will  likewise 
be  remembered,  that  no  longer  since  than 
October  5th,  the  council,  when  in  a  calm 
temper,  give  it  as  their  judgment,  that  the 
pressing  of  this  bond  is  to  be  forborne ;  and 
give  a  solid  reason  for  it,  "that  the  law 
itself  is  the  strongest  bond  that  can  be 
exacted  of  any  man."  The  sudden  change 
in  pressing  this  bond,  thus  laid  aside,  is  not 
so  much  for  the  honour  of  such  a  body  of 
men,  and  too  great  a  proof  that  their  counsels 
fluctuate.  The  cause  is  plain,  the  body  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry  were  against  the 
bond,  as  what  would  ruin  many  of  their 
tenants ;  the  prelates  were  for  it  and  violent 
measures,  and  prevailed  at  court,  and  so  the 
change  comes.  Many  were  the  papers 
written  at  this  time  against  this  bond :  some 
of  them  are  too  laige  to  be  here  insert. 
There  was  a  short  paper  handed  about,  which 
contains  a  tolerable  oompend  of  the  objec- 
tions against  the  bond;  and  that  the  reader 
may  have  a  taste  of  what  was  said  upon  this 
head,  I  msert  it. 
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OhjectioM  againtt  the  pressed  bond,  1678. 

**  1.  The  council  hath  no  power  to  press 
this  .bond,  or  any  odier,  upon  the  lieges,  all 
tbdr  power  being  to  secure  peace,  according 
to  standing  law,  and  to  execute  the  law  upon 
contraveners;  and  he  who  takes  this  bond, 
unless  he  were  enjoined  by  king  and  parlia- 
ment, owns  and  allows  the  assumed  power 
of  the  council.  Never  was  any  bond  imposed 
before  thb  but  by  king  and  parliament. 

**  2.  No  man  of  presbyterian  principles 
can  take  thb  bond,  because  it  obligeth  him 
to  walk  according  to  the  law  establishing 
episcopacy,  and  to  take  that  to  be  a  rule 
which  he  believeth  unlawful ;  and  conscience 
should  not  be  forced  and  pressed  without 
information  before :  and  he  who  is  of  another 
judgment,  and  takes  the  bond,  does  thereby 
encourage  the  magistrate  to  press  presby- 


terians  to  take  it;  and  so  allows  ._g^ 
men  to  be  pressed  and  oppressed 
in  their  estates  and  persons,  merely  for  dif- 
fering in  their  principles  as  to  church  govern- 
ment And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  tender-hearted 
episcopal  men,  and  indifferent  persons,  will 
not  allow  this :  yet  he  who  takes  it  condemns 
him  who  does  not 

**  3.  The  bond  obliges  him  who  takes  it, 
to  give  no  relief  to  outed  vagrant  ministers, 
whereas  sometimes  they  may  be  great  objects 
of  charity:  and  if  we  are  not  to  shut  our 
bowels  of  pity  and  compassion  to  Turks  and 
pagans  in  misery,  how  can  we  suffer  them 
to  be  shut  up  from  a  Christian,  who  only 
differs  from  us  in  a  simple  disputable  point 
of  government?  especially  when  our  Sa- 
viour's rule  obligeth  us  to  do  good  to  all, 
especially  the  household  of  faith ;  and  when 
our  relations  are  vagrant  ministers,  this  bond 
obligeth  us  to  be  unnatural. 

"  4.  The  bond  obligeth  us  not  to  converse 
with  them ;  and  sometimes  a  man  may  be  in 
that  strait,  that  he  must  have  them,  when  he 
can  get  no  others,  for  the  spiritual  benefit 
of  his  soul ;  and  I  know  not  how  we  should 
be  tied  up  firom  conversing  with  any  not 
excommunicate :  and  who  gave  the  council 
power  to  excommunicate  1  Sometimes  this 
may  tie  up  one  from  his  nearest  relations. 

"5.  The  bond  obligeth  us  to  take  and 
apprehend  such  as  it  speaks  of;  and  how 
unsuitable  is  it  for  gentlemen,  and  most  of 
the  king's  firee  li^es,  to  turn  roacers  and 
messengers  at  arms  1  and  who  can  be  forced 
to  that  unless  he  please!  We  are  only 
obliged  to  take  traitors,  or  such  as  are  guilty 
of  lese-majesty. 

"  6.  When  the  controverted  thing  is  pre- 
tended to  be  matter  of  conscience,  I  do  not 
see  how  any  person  can  bind  for  more  than 
himself;  and  consequently  whoever  takes 
this  bond,  binds  himself  to  a  thing  impos- 
sible. And  how  shall  any  nobleman  and 
gentleman  bind  himself  to  that  which  all  the 
king's  forces  could  not  do  ? 

"  7.  When  the  mag^trate  makes  laws 
which  a  man's  conscience  will  not  suffer  him 
to  obey  actively,  he  certunly  ought  to  be 
content  with  the  subject's  passive  obedience, 
or  paying  the  penalty  included  in  the  said 
laws;  or  else  the  magistrate  should  appoint 
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.  _^  Mich  scniplfln  to  depart  the  king- 
dom:  bot  it  is  hard  to  requirB  active 

obedience,  and  force  people  to  it. 

"*  &  The  altemadye  of  the  bond,  ekber  to 
do,  or  paj  the  penalticf  respectire,  will  not 
answer  objectioniy  though  it  be  d»e  thing 
made  use  of;  for  nothing  which  we  jjudge 
unlawful  should  be  the  altematm  of  a  pro- 
mise, but  should  be  absolutely  refused :  if  it 
were  otherwise,  a  Christian  in  Turkey  at 
this  rate  might  bind  himself  under  a  great 
mm,  not  to  bow  his  knee  to  Jesus  Christ, 
and  who  would  think  the  man  a  good  Cbria- 
tian  who  would  do  so  ?  Or  the  king's  sub- 
ject might  at  this  rate  bind  himself  to  an 
usurper,  to  fight  against  his  lawful  sovereign 
under  such  penalty.  I  fancy  the  king  would 
not  take  this  shift  off  his  hand,  that  he 
bound  himself  to  tkut  penalty,  and  not  to 
actual  fighting. 

^  9.  He  who  by  taking  the  bond  promises 
faithfully  to  do  such  and  such  things,  either 
intends  to  do  them  or  not.  If  he  do  promise, 
and  intend  to  do  them,  he  must  jud^  them 
lawful,  and  so  must  answer  the  former 
reasons :  if  he  intend  not  to  do  the  thing,  he 
then  faithfully  promises  to  do  what  he  never 
intended,  and  this  is  dissimulation  and  hypo- 
crisy, and  if  he  think  the  thing  unlawful,  it 
is  not  just  to  promise  it;  and  who  will 
afterward  believe  that  man,  who  can  tell 
that  he  never  intended  to  do  what  he  faith- 
fully promises  ? 

"  Lastfy.  To  take  the  bond  only  for  fear 
of  loss,  and  to  put  by  an  ill  hour,  is  unworthy 
of  a  Christian,  who  should  rather  choose 
the  sorest  suffering  than  the  least  of  sin ; 
and  should  any  man  do  ill  that  good  may 
come  of  it  ?   Such  distrust  and  offend  God.*' 

That  the  reader  may  see  how  contrary 
the  pressing  of  this  bond  was  unto  standing 
law,  I  have  annexed*  a  minute  of  some 


*  Minuie  of  some  reason*  in  law  againet  the  bond, 

1678. 

Besides  what  is  spoksn  of  ths  linfuhicss  of  the 
bond,  let  us  see  what  msv  be  the  iudi^snt  of 
conscientious  lawyers  of  it,  and  of  putting  out 
the  militia  for  the  puniBlrasent  of  refnsen  to 
take  it ;  who,  as  to  the  bood,  wiU  say,  thait  it  is 
illegal,  unwarrantable,  unreasonable,  and  im- 
prestahle. 

I.  That  it  is  illegal  asd  unwairantaUa,  1st, 

Because  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  council  to 

impotB  §aeh  a  hood,  aad  that  It  is  a  great 
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nasons  in  law  against  the  bond  sand  alaiger 
and  more  fiill  discnssioaof  this  matter,  such 


Crt  of  our  f—dimcfital  libsrty,  thai  na  snck 
ods  he  imposed  without  the  warrant  of  ao  act 
of  parliament,  which  may  be  gathered  from  the 
perpetual  OHtoma  obaerred  in  such  caasa,  where> 
in  it  tias  been  tlie  work  of  pariiamauta  to  fhone 
and  require  such  bonds ;  and  acts  made  altout 
tkMaa  do  ao  exactly  design  who  abaD  he  liable  to 
these  bonds,  sometimes  mors  preciady  detarmiiK 
ing,  as  in  the  budness  of  the  dedscratioo,  and 
soasetimeB  making  a  further  reference  to  the 
council's  pleasure,  and  authorizing  them  lor 
that  effect,  as  in  the  matter  of  the  altegianoe,  the 
bood  warranted  act  1670,  to  be  required  of  with- 
drawers  for  year  and  dar,  that  our  lawyers 
have  all  along  supposed  this  power  of  bonds  ts 
be  their  proper  and  peculiar  right.  But,  idly. 
It  is  statute  by  sereral  ancient  acts,  aa  Jsmei 
I.  pari.  S.  c  48.  James  IV.  parL  6.  e.  7S.  and 
James  VI.  parL  8.  c  ISI.  That  all  the  kinc's 
licMs  live  and  be  ruled  by  the  hiwa  mi  me 
realm :  now,  if  this  arbitrary  power  ahoold  take 
place,  both  laws  and  the  power  of  making  them 
might  soon  be  rendered  superiuoua^  and  the 
councirs  power  should  aoon  surmoont  that  of 
parliaments,  for  there  is  the  highest  reason  that 

G»wer  of  imposing  btmds  should  only  reside  in 
ng  and  parliament;  and  that  as  the  king's 
prerogatiye  has  as  vet  been  no  higher  acrewed 
than  that  no  bonds  be  made  amongst  kia  suljccts 
without  his  priyity  and  consent,  so  the  people's 
privilege,  not  to  be  imposed  upon  in  this  lund, 
without  their  representatires  in  pariiament, 
should  alao  remain  inviolabls.  But  it  is  said, 
our  council  is  warranted  to  Impose  this  bond,  by 
virtue  of  the  first  act  of  parliament  1669,  against 
separation,  which  concludes  with  nower  to  the 
council  to  do  every  thing  they  shall  find  neces- 
sary, for  procuring  obedience  to  the  act,  and  put- 
ting the  same  to  punctual  execution,  conform  ts 
its  tenor  and  intent.  Answer,  In  hsw  that 
general  provision  being  only  subjoined  to  some 
particulars  premised  about  the  execution  of  the 
act,  it  cannot  be  understood  to  import  mors  nor 
these  parliaments,  much  less  to  import  more 
than  the  whole  act  amounts  to,  but  doth  in  dTcct 
only  concern  the  bettor  direction  of  particular 
cases  and  circumstances,  that  might  occur  in  the 
execution  of  that  act.  Sdo.  It  were  a  strange 
thing  to  extend  a  clause,  so  clearly  limited,  to 
the  execution  of  an  act,  and  according  to  its 
tenor  to  a  plain  derogation  to,  and  subvenioD 
of  our  fundamental  laws  and  libcrtiea,.  so  tbst 
by  this  rule  the  council  might  as  well  impose  the 
declaration  or  any  other  bond  they  pleaiie,  relat- 
ing to  presbytery  or  episcopacy,  upon  all  the 
lieges  without  distinction.  Stio.  By  the  said 
latter  act  1670,  against  separation,  there  b  s 
bond  therein  appointed  but  only  for  po-sons 
obstinate  year  and  day,  and  the  council  la  there- 
by expressly  empowered  to  require  it ;  by  both 
which  it  appears  that  the  parliament  was  hit 
from  thLnkiug  that  the  council,  either  of  them- 
selves or  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  l€^  bad 
power  to  impose  the  bond  now  In  eontrowrsj. 
8.  They  will  say  it  is  uarsasonable,  because, 
Ist,  It  binds  the  takers  for  persons  not  in  their 
power,  such  as  tenants,  cottars,  and  for  persons 
in  their  power,  to  things  to  which  their  power 
doth  not  extend,  such  as  matters  of  oonsclencs 
are.     A  man  may  indeed  be  bound  as  to  others 
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as  are  at  leisure  will  find  below.*    And  that :  served,  tlmt  those  reasons  were  so  ,^--j 
1  may  put  all  that  offers  at  present  upon  !  plain,  that  as  it  was  but  few  presby- 


this  bond  together,  it  may  be  further  ob- 


in  things  lawful*  to  use  hit  endeayours,  but  here 
the  thing  is  both  anlawful,  and  endeavours  do 
not  relieve.  Tlie  I^ord  has  said,  Every  man  dliall 
bear  his  own  burden,  and  he  has  expresslv  com- 
manded, That  the  son  shall  not  die  for  the  rother*s 
transgression,  and  far  less,  vice  verges  the  fatlier 
for  the  son*s.  2do,  It  is  unreasonalile,  l>ecause 
thereby  all  that  take  it  are  exposed  to  be  wanted 
and  ruined  by  their  tenants,  cottars,  and  ser- 
vants, who  may  soon  make  them  incur  fines  to 
the  eschausting  of  their  estates.  Stio,  Because, 
if  it  should  talu  full  effect  according  to  its  design, 
it  would  turn  all  the  nonconformists  in  S(^t- 
land,  either  to  be  vagabonds  or  blears,  neither 
would  this  be  the  end,  but  even  these  b^^rs 
may  reduce  their  masters  also  to  the  same  con- 
dition, which  is  doubtless  far  from  his  majesty's 
intentions  so  oft  declared,  but  would  be  very 
pn^judicial  to  his  service. 

S.  They  will  say  that  it  is  imprestable,  be* 
cause  the  number  of  the  nonconformists  is  very 
great,  and  though  in  such  cases  it  be  hard  to 
make  precise  reckonings,  yet  it  may  l>e  probably 
affirmed,  that  almost  the  whole  west,  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  south,  very  many  in  the  east, 
and  many  beside«  further  north,  are  of  this  per- 
suasion, which  is  more  than  enough  to  evince 
how  impossible  the  performance  of  this  bond 
will  be  to  most  of  those  of  whom  it  is  required. 

As  to  the  pitting  out  of  militia  men  in  pur- 
suance of  the  ends  of  the  bond,  it  may  be  ration- 
ally supposed  they  will  say,  speaking  consequent- 
ly, that  a  person  refusing  this  bond  from  con- 
science, cmnot  lawfully  put  out  his  militia,  nor 
otherwise  contribute  to  the  employment  of  these 
forces,  for  the  punishment  of  its  refusers  in 
obtaining  of  its  end.  They  will  belike,  say  1st. 
That  a  private  person  ought  not  to  be  inquisitive 
into  the  counsels  or  actions  of  rulers,  nor  im- 
pertinently strict  in  the  examination  of  their 
designs  and  reasons.  2do.  That  subjects  ought 
to  eiitertMU  all  possible  due  charity  for  their 
rulers,  and  be  ready  to  understand  their  pro- 
ceedings with  the  fairest  construction  they  are 
capable  of.  Nay,  Stio.  When  things  intended 
by  the  rulers,  as  to  matter  of  fact,  are  doubtful, 


*  littter  containing  reasons  against  the  bond. 
Sir, — 1  see  you  desire  to  know  mv  thoughts  of 
this  bond  which  the  council  presseth  on  heritors, 
and  I  know  you  need  not  ray  assistance  for  your 
clearini^  but  rather  desire  my  concurring  iudg- 
ment  in  a  case  so  plain  and  obvious ;  and  tnily  'us 
my  wondcur,  1st,  flow  the  council  came  to  require 
it,  and  next  how  any  should  agree  to  take  it;  for 
as  to  the  former,  I  am  told  by  lawyers,  that 
there  is  no  law  for  imposing  of  this  bond,  or 
punishing  of  the  refusers ;  and  that  if  the  coun- 
cil do  assume  a  power  to  impose  bonds  without 
law,  and  to  inflict  pains  upon  the  refusers,  then 
laws  for  ever  hereafter  will  be  useless,  bonds 
being  fkr  more  binding  than  laws.  Beside  that, 
it  appears  by  all  our  acts  of  parliament  about 
bonds,  specisklly  these  about  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  declaration,  that  it  is  only  proper  to  a  par- 
liament to  prescribe  bonds»  and  determine  who 
ahall  take  them ;  and  that  it  is  the  utmost  of  the 
ft. 


terians  whom  the  violent  measures  at  this 


and  do  not  fall  under  the  discovery  of  a  sober 
search,  that  it  should  neither  perplex  nor  demur 
the  subjects  as  to  the  point  ot  obedience :  they 
will  say  as  to  the  matter  of  fact,  because  if  the 
scruple  be  In  matter  of  conscience,  then  without 
all  question  the  best  and  safest  course  is  to  for- 
bear; but  notwithstanding  of  all  these  their 
former  resolution  in  the  case  in  hand  is  right, 
seeing  these  considerations  have  not  so  much  as 
place  in  it,  but  the  matter  of  fact  and  conscience, 
to  wit,  the  employment  of  these  forces  in  a  plain 
persecution,  being  so  evident,  that  a  refuser  of 
the  bond,  and  a  complier  with  it,  doth  beyond 
all  pei-ad venture  destroy  what  he  has  built. 

It  is  true,  they  will  say,  the  militia  is  estab- 
lished  by  act  of  parliament,  and  that  this  strait- 
eneth  beyond  what  coiicerneth  the  bond,  yet  to 
this  reply,  that  if  this  militia  (how  convenient- 
ly soever  or  not  established  at  first)  be  now 
evidently  misemployed  to  violence,  man's  autho- 
rity binds  not  against  the  Lord  :  they  will  also 
belike,  affirm,  that  although  the  militia  be  legiiUy 
established,  vet  this  application  and  use  making 
of  it,  is  as  illegal  and  unwarrantable  as  the  im- 
posing of  the  bond,  and  that  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment offers  the  militia  not  only  for  foreign  in- 
vasions and  intestine  troubles  (which  yet  was 
much  in  all  reason),  but  for  any  other  service 
his  migesty's  honour,  authority,  and  greatness 
may  be  concerned  in,  yet  that  in  all  probability 
the  parliament  did  not  then  dream,  that  this 
would  be  extended  to  the  present  expedition,  to 
invade  and  destroy  peaceable  sutjjects,  and  levy 
men  in  the  midst  of  peace,  and  as  it  were  on 
purpose  to  break  it,  and  dissolve  the  very  found- 
ations of  society  and  government ;  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  his  majesty's 
honour,  authority,  and  greatness.  l)eside  that, 
they  will  say,  in  this  expedition  free  quarter  is 
allowed,  expressly  contrary  to  the  provision  of 
the  act  of  parliament,  asserting  his  majesty's 
prerogative  in  the  militia,  which  savs  in  terminis^ 
the  subjects  always  being  free  of  the  provisions 
and  maintenance  of  these  forts  and  armies,  un- 
less the  same  be  concluded  in  parliament  or  con- 
vention of  estates,  act  5th,  parL  1.  Charles  II. 


king's  prerogative,  that  bonds  cannot  be  taken 
by  his  subjects  without  bis  consent,  so  it  is  the 
subjects'  undoubted  privilege,  that  bonds  cannot 
be  imposed  upon  them,  without  their  own  con- 
sent in  parliament :  and  truly,  if  it  were  other* 
wiw,  1  see  not  why  the  council  might  not  as 
well  impose  the  declaration  on  all  heritors,  or,  if 
they  pleased,  a  bond  renouncing  the  protestaot, 
nay,  the  Chrbtian  religion,  or  if  you  will,  a  bond 
surrendering  every  man's  life  and  fortune  to 
their  pleasure ;  for  if  once  their  power  be  allowed 
as  to  any  thing  without  law,  it  is  evident,  that 
it  may  be  extende<l  in  like  manner  to  all  things ; 
law  being  the  only  bound  and  limit  between  the 
king  and  subjects,  and  without  law  all  things 
being  arbitrary  and  at  pleasure.  I  know,  it  is 
said,  that  the  act  of  parliament  163S,  fives  the 
councU  power  to  do  whatever  they  shall  find 
necessary  for  obtaining  the  conformity  ther^y 
commanded :  but  I  am  alao  told^  that  UaX^^nm^ 
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.--g    time  prerailed  upon;  so  when  by 
force  and  fraud  some  of  easier  tem- 
pers than  others  had  taken  it,  many  and 


is  only  a  general  for  clearing  of  caaee  which 
might  fall  out  in  execution  of  that  act,  and  could 
not  then  be  determined,  but  that  It  were  against 
sense  to  think,  that  the  parliament  did  thereby 
give  the  council  a  power  to  bind  men  to  more 
than  they  themselyes  commanded  by  their  act : 


[book  II. 

bitter  were  their  reflectioDS  upon  it.  I  gire 
but  one  instance,  in  the  case  of  a  very  sensi- 
ble countr3rman,  who  was  surprised  into  it. 


therefore  onr  laws  maintain  not  ns :  but  as  to 
nonconformists,  sure  none  that  ownsttaAt  name, 
or  himself  to  be  a  faTonrer  of  that  party,  can  in 
the  least  comply  with  this  bond;  Tor,  1st,  It 
binds  a  man  to  all  oonfHmity,  and  in  effect 
makes  him  as  guilty  as  if  he  had  been  a  consenter 


nay,  further,  that  the  parliament  in  166^  in  -  and    Toter  to  all  the  laws  made  about  it,  so 

unother  act  to  the  same  purpose,  have  appointed    that  if  he  judge  the  laws  unlawfol,  he  cannst 

a  bond  to  be  taken  by  obstinate  witbdrawers,    but  judge  nis  bindin||[  of  all  contained  In  the 

for  year  and  day,  from  their  own  churches,  and    law,  unuiwful ;  since  it  is  in  effect  the  same  ss 

authorizing  the  council  to  require  it,  which  had    if  he  did  subscribe  to  the  law,  which 

been  rery  needless,  if  the  council  hud  (either  of 

themselves,  or  by  virtue  of  the  act  1663,)  power 

to  impose  such  bonds.     But,  Sir,  I  have  further 

inquired  what  should  be  the  certification  against  I  law,  and  there  heing  many  good  suljecta  which 


less  the  doty  of  subjection  doth  not  ref  aire ;  it 
beinff  clearly  a  different  case  for  a  man  te  pra- 
fiess  himself  subject  to  law,  ami  to  suhKribe  to  a 


the  refusers  of  this  new  bond ;  and  the  answer 
is,  that  they  are  to  be  reputed  contemners  of  his 
mnjesty*8  authority;  and  for  any  thing  that  I 
see,  if  this  shall  be  thought  a  good  certification, 
his  msjesty  may  command  what  he  will,  and 
the  disobi^yers  must  be  at  his  mercy ;  so  that  I 
cannot  but  still  wonder,  how  the  council  have 
nt  this  time  resolved  to  impose  this  bond,  which 
is  both  without  law,  and  of  so  bad  example. 
Hcstde,  how  unreasonable  is  it,  that  they  should 
require  men  to  bind  for  things  without  their 
power ;  and  that  a  man  should  oind  for  his  wife 
and  bairns  in  matters  of  conscience,  where  they 
hold  themselves  only  to  God,  and  that  a  master 
should  bind  for  his  tenants,  which  are  free  men, 
as  strictly  as  the  severest  laws  did  ever  bind 
masters  for  their  slaves?  If  the  council  had 
required  men  to  bind  to  endeavour  the  confor- 
mity of  these  persons,  it  might  have  had  some 
colour,  but  to  bind  men  precisely  for  other  men*s 
transgressions,  is  without  example ;  and  the  law 
of  God  in  the  strictest  relation  that  can  be, 
expressly  says,  That  the  son  shall  not  die  or  suf- 
fer for  the  father's  transgression,  much  less  then 
the  father  for  the  son's,  or  the  husband  for  his 
wife,  and  least  of  all  the  master  for  the  tenants. 
I  might  also  tell  you,  that  it  is  not  yet  five  months 
since  the  council  declared,  that  bonds  of  this 
kind  are  not  to  be  taken,  seeing  that  the  laws 
are,  and  ought  to  be  binding  upon  all ;  and 
further,  that  if  this  bond  should  find  a  general 
compliance  and  performance,  all  the  noncon- 
formists, and  many  more  with  them,  must 
necessarily  be  ruined,  which  will  not  only  be 
contrary  to  his  majesty's  often  declared  inten- 
tions, but  also  very  prejudicial  to  his  interest 
and  service.  But  I  shall  not  insist  longer  on 
this  head,  it  is  indeed  more  strange  to  me  how 
any  should  be  found  to  take  this  bond,  for  I 
conceive  that  all  may  well  be  divided  in  con- 
formists and  nonconformists ;  and  as  for  con- 
formists, who  may  take  the  greater  liberty, 
what  should  hinder  them  to  ask  at  their  imposers 
by  warrant  of  what  law  this  bond  is  required, 
and  modestly  to  urge  the  things  above  mention- 
ed, specially  our  old  and  frequent  statutes,  that 
all  his  majesty's  subjects  should  be  governed  by 
his  laws,  and,  consequently,  not  by  Iwnds  ?  And 
certainly  were  men  but  men,  albeit  conscienct 
were  not  in  the  world,  they  would  stand  more 
apon  this  plea,  and  not  surrender  their  liberties 


both  reason  aninst,  and  vote  against  making  of 
laws.  Sdly,  This  bond  binds  a  man  for  himself, 
and  all  under  him,  that  they  shall  live  oiticrly 
in  obedience  to  law,  which  may  be  extended  to 
all  sorts  of  transgressions,  and  at  least,  by  renew- 
ing of  the  bond,  to  laws  as  well  to  be  made  as 
made,  and  so  not  only  to  real  tramgreesions, 
but  to  seemingtransgressions  also  of  unrighteoas 
laws.  Sdly,  This  bond  binds  a  man  not  to 
reset  or  supply  those  whom  Christ  commands 
me  to  receive,  visit,  relieve,  and  assist  as  hfan- 
self,  and  according  to  the  doing,  or  not  doing 
whereof,  he  hath  declared  that  he  will  one  day 
judge  the  world.  4thly,  This  bond  throws  fire 
into  families,  and  divides  the  nearest  relations, 
setting  the  husband  against  the  wife,  and  father 
against  the  children,  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel, 
and  so  binding  to  that  as  a  duty  which  our  Lord 
hath  foretold,as  one  of  the  saddest  evils  which  the 
malice  of  the  world  should  occasion  upon  the 
publishing  of  the  gospel.  Ohserration.  If  it  be 
said  the  tmnd  contains  an  alternative,  and  binds 
at  most  to  pecunial  pains ;  it  is  answered,  1st, 
That  for  a  man's  sell',  his  wife,  and  bairns,  the 
bond  is  not  alternative,  but  binds  hinti  faithfully 
that  he  and  they  shall  abstain  from  hearing  the 
Lord's  ministers,  and  conform  to  episnipscy. 
Sdly,  Neither  doth  it  contain  any  alternative  as 
to  the  supplying  or  not  supplying,  or  resetting 
of  intercommuned  ministere,  or  vagrant  prvacb- 
ers,  but  binds  a  man  simply  not  to  supply  or 
reset  them,  and  further  to  assist  to  take  them. 
.Sdly,  The  bond  is  not,  as  to  any  part  of  it, 
alternative,  but  In  effect  binds  in  the  first  pboe 
faithfully  and  principally  to  conformity,  and 
only  to  penalties  for  greater  confirmation,  and 
for  easier  execution.  4thly,  The  law  of  God 
commands,  Exod.  xxiii.  7.  That  a  man  keep 
himself  far  from  a  false  matter,  and  the  gospel 
doth  often  require  that  men  should  confess  the 
truth  before  men,  as  they  would  have  Christ  to 
confess  and  own  them  before  his  Father  id 
heaven,  which  certainly  imports  that  no  man 
should  bind  himself  against  the  truth,  albeit 
only  under  a  penalty,  seeing  that  this  at  least  h 
a  qualified  denial  of  it.  5thly,  If  a  man  should 
bind  himself  not  to  worship  God,  or  to  worship 
an  idol  under  a  certain  pecunial  pain,  would 
this  alternative  of  a  penalty  excuse  him  before 
God,  or  relieve  his  conscience?  or  if  a  man 
should  bind  himself  to  rebel  against  the  king, 


upon  every  demand ;  but  it  has  been  ever  our  I  or  to  assist  his  enemies,  or  else  nay  sneh  a 
fault,   that   we    maintain    not  our  laws,  and ^v^nvXi^t'wVVXvYsSaiNXffnv^xV^^YM^rY  his  loyalty > 


CHAP.  Xni.3  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Hugh  M 'Cutcfaaon  in  Ayrshire,  and  left  and 
apread  abroad  the  paper  I  insert  below,* 
upon  this  occasion,  which  will  likewise  let 
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us  into  the  force  and  fraud  used  to 
cram  the  bond  down  poor  people's 
throats.    By  virtue  of  these  instructions  the 


C  ert»inly  no  man  of  conicienoe  or  of  loyalty  can 
afll  rm  either.  Gthly,  As  the  penalties  of  their 
la  wt  for  conformity  are  anrighteous,  so  I  ought 
not  to  hind  myself  thereto,  much  less  to  exact 
the  same  of  others,  lest  I  make  myself  to  par- 
Cake  of  the  sin  of  these  unrighteous  lawmakers ; 
and  it  is  one  thing  for  a  man  to  profess  himself 
sulijeet  to  the  penalty  of  an  iniquous  law,  and 
to  commit  the  event  to  the  providence  of  God, 
and  another  thing  for  a  man  with  his  ovru  hand 
to  bind  himself  to  this  penalty,  and  so  to  the 
tomptation,  which  be  should  rather  pray  the 
Lord  not  to  Im  led  into,  and  by  this  means  pro- 
voke his  holy  jealousy  to  abandon  him  to  the 
ain  ako.  Sir,  these  things  are  in  themselves  so 
clear,  that  1  am  sure  th«re  are  thousands  both 
of  Icgral  and  conformable  subjects  in  Scotland, 
which  dislike  this  hood,  and  would  be  loth, 
whatever  may  Im  their  own  persuasion  or 
practice,  to  be  the  imposers  and  exactors  upon 
«ther  men's  consciences  of  the  things  therein 
eootaioed;  how  much  more  then  ouffht  every  true 
ooiiconformist  to  abhor  the  very  thought  of  it  ? 
but  the  greater  regret  is,  that  in  effect  the  most 
part  that  take  this  bond  do  solve  all  their  diffi- 
culties, with  a  plain  resolution  never  to  keep  it, 
as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  indiflfierency  for  men  to 
promise  any  thing  bow  sinful  soever,  providing 
they  keep  nothing.  But  I  hope  that  all  true 
men  will  consider,  1st,  How  that  the  promise, 
with  a  resolution  not  to  perform,  is  a  manifest 


*  Smffk  M*Hmtchi»om't  paper  upon  the  taking  the 
bondy  Majf,  1678. 
I  need  not  give  an  account  how  in  that  time, 
I  was  at  »y  own  boose  apprehended  by  a  party 
of  the  Highlanders,  and  alter  some  three  or  four 
days  being  kept  prisoner  at  Maybole  and  Ayr, 
and  brought  before  that  committee,  by  whom 
being  inquired  anent  the  hearing  of  some  honest 
minnters,  and  being  at  their  meetings  upon 
fields  and  in  houses,  upon  confessing  of  all  tney 
poaed  BM  with ;  and  1  was  very  hairdly  threat- 
ened by  some,  and  flattered  bv  others,  until  at 
length  that  bond  was  presented  to  me  as  a  most 
indmerent  thing,  the  sobocribing  whereof  would 
be  a  sufficient  satisfaction  for  all  the  alleged 
irrongs  I  had  done,  which  immediately  1  sob- 
aaribed  without  any  farther  advisement,  my  de- 
ceitful heart  sumstiug  unto  me,  that  thereby  I 
might  rid  mysdf  from  among  the  hands  of  my 
adTersariet ;  and  yet  observing  nothing  in  that 
bond,  bttt  within  little  space  thereafter,  before 
ever  I  came  from  my  prison,  I  b^^  to  consider 
wbat  I  had  done,  where  my  couMience  bearing 
me  witness,  Uiat  amongst  many  mercies  that 
God  liad  in  my  time  trysted  me  with,  it  was  a 
mort  special  one,  that  ever  I  had  the  happiness 
to  hear  the  gospel  preached  by  his  sent  servants, 
called  and  qualifiea  for  that  office,  and  the  credit 
to  have  any  of  them  in  my  house,  and  now  by 
that  bond  I  had  given  it  under  my  hand,  that  I 
should  not  only  ^ve  up  with  the  preached  gospel 
amongst  the  hands  of^these  persecuted  servants 
4^  Jesus  Christ,  tmt  should  also  turn  their  per- 
secutor and  burrier;  these  and  other  thoughts 
so  great  upon  me,  that  I  could  have  no  peace, 
aoul  by  these  confused  lines,  I  should  publish 


lie,  most  contrary  to  the  God  of  truth  hiii  exprrss 
commandment,  most  pernicious  to  human  «<i> 
dety,  subverting  common  trust  amongst  men, 
the  principal  ground  of  it ;  awd,  lastlv,  most 
derc^tory  to  a  man's  honour,  which  ties  unto 
truth,  as  the  chief  concern  of  it.  Sdly,  How 
just  were  it  with  God  to  abandon  such  mockers 
to  their  own  delusions,  and  since  they  have  not 
the  virtue  to  refuse  a  sinful  promise,  to  deny 
them  also  the  strength  to  perform  it  ?  iidly.  The 
Lord  requires  that  we  should  confess  his  truth 
before  men,  and  it  is  said,  that  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  unto  salvation,  how  then  dare 
any  man  think  to  appear  before  God  who  dis- 
sembles and  denies  his  confession,  with  no  l>etter 
excuse,  than  that  he  mindeth  to  practice  other- 
wise ?  4thly,  That  bond  doth  not  simply  bind, 
but  bindeth  faithfully  to  perform  the  things 
therein  contained,  which  is  a  more  than  ordinary 
asseveration,  and  may,  in  its  full  construction, 
amount  to  a  promissory  oath ;  but  the  matter  is 
so  plain,  and  this  wofiu  shift  of  resolving  not  to 

Eerform  so  absurd,  that  I  have  exceeded.  I 
eartily  wish  that  the  Lord  may  keep  all  that 
are  ivM,  both  from  the  temptation  and  snare  of 
this  sinful  bond,  and  am  very  hopeful  that  all 
his  true  followers  jhall  be  taught  by  that  anoint- 
ing which  teaches  us  all  things,  as  not  only  to 
abhor  this  vile  bond,  but  to  keep  themselves  also 
from  all  appearance  of  evil. 


to  the  world  my  recantation  of  so  horrid  an  act. 
I  know  that  in  a  short  time,  less  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  I  did  before  the  lords  of  council, 
uriiat  I  can  never  undo  again  all  my  days  ;  for 
now  it  must  go  to  the  grave  with  me,  and  stand 
npon  record  when  I  am  dead  and  gone,  that  in 
such  a  year,  such  a  day  thereof,  1  did  give  it 
under  my  hand,  that  I  should  abandon  a  solemn 
part  of  God's  worship,  persecute  his  servants, 
renounce  my  former  vows  and  engagements,  and 
in  a  word,  acquiesce  in  all  these  dresdful  acts  and 
laws  that  now  stand  in  force  against  the  interest 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  Scotland :  I  say  again,  all  that 
I  can  do,  or  say,  or  write,  is  a  very  poor  salve 
for  such  a  wound,  and  therefore  I  reckon  sincere 
sorrow  my  best  remedy.  Only  a  word  unto  two 
sorts  of  persons.  1st,  I  obtest  all  in  Scotland 
who  liave  taken  that  bond,  especiuliy  such  as 
know  me,  and  look  upon  It  as  a  simple  indifferent 
thing,  that  they  do  not  think  that  by  my  taking 
of  it,  they  are  strengthened  in  their  way  ana 
peace,  either  iu  Uking  or  keeping ;  for  hereby  I 
do  declare  my  recantation  of  that  deed,  and  do 
inroclaim  unto  the  world  that  at^tion,  and  myself 
in  doing  of  it,  both  vile  and  execrable,  and  do 
solemnly  witness  1  have  had  no  peace  since  my 
taking  thereof,  except  that  I  have  some  for  off 
looks  to  have  my  interest  again  restored  by  the 
blood  and  intercession  of  that  Saviour  whose 
Interest  I  renounced  In  that  unhappy  bond. 
Sdly,  I  obtest  all  in  Scotland,  that  have  not  taken 
this  l>ond,  that  they  stand  to  their  post,  and  that 
they  be  nothing  ashamed  of  the  cause  and  interest 
of  the  kIrk  of  Scotland,  because  that  some  old 

f professors  of  that  cause,  and  I  among  the  rest, 
n  an  hour  of  ie\A^UXVQiTi>  \VvtQ>\^\^Msi'wa?:*> 
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1678L  ^^^"^  acted,  according  to  their 
different  tempers,  as  we  shall  hear 
just  now  in  their  reports. 

Little  other  thing  was  done  at  Glasgow, 
save  the  ordering  the  quarters  of  the  army, 
and  the  administratiug  the  bond  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  dty,  as  has  been  noticed, 
and  the  giving  it  to  nine  timorous  gentlemen, 
who,  in  order  to  procure  protections  from 
quartering,  came  in  and  offered  themselves, 
anticipating  the  proper  time  of  taking  it, 
although  the  committee  sat  there  ten  days, 
and  even  on  the  Sabbath  itself,  in  time  of 
sermon :  meanwhile  they  suffered  the  coun- 
try round  about  to  be  ruined  by  the  High- 
landers. 

While  at  Glasgow,  I  find  a  letter  read 
from  the  committee  in  council,  signifying 
their  work  and  business  is  much  over  at 
Glasgow.  This  is  read  February  1st;  and 
another  letter  comes  of  the  date  of  February 
3d  at  Glasgow,  af^er  the  Highlanders  are 
ordered  to  march  to  Ayrshire,  bearing,  "  that 
they  had  sent  the  double  of  a  bond,  the 
same  vdth  that  signed  in  Fife,  to  Roxburgh, 
Wigton,  Lanark,  Renfrew,  Stirling,  and 
Dumfries ;  but  finding  the  shire  of  Ayr,  and 


weakness,  fears,  unwatchfulness^and  infirmities, 
fainted  and  yielded,  but  rather  let  them  study 
more  of  watchfulness,  self-denial,  and  constant 
recourse  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  they  be 
not  led  unto,  nor  left  in  temptation,  for  that 
shameful  breach  I  have  made  upon  my  own 
peace,  my  profession,  and  upon  the  credit  of  the 
followers  of  that  despised  interest  of  Christ  in 
Scotland  bv  taking  of  that  bond.     I  hope  the 
example  of  an  old  doted  man  will  be  but  small 
ground  of  insulting  to  the  adversary,  and  no 
great  ground  of  discouragement  to  the  friends  of 
that  interest.     The  example  of  Peter  in  such  a 
case  will  be  but  small  ground  of  glorying  to  the 
profane  upon  the  one  hand,  or  relief  to  the  godly 
upon  the  other  hand,  if  they  should  precipitate 
in  that  snare,  far  less  the  example  of  an  old  dot- 
ing man  such  as  I  am.     I  shall  say  no  more,  but 
that  ali  that  fear  God,  and  love  their  own  peace, 
may  stand  to  their  engagements  for  the  interest 
of  Christ  in  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  that  there- 
from they  do  not  swerve  upon  the  example  of 
any,  less  upon  mv  example  in  taking  that  un- 
happy bond :   which  action  I  do  hereby  again 
revoke,  and  do  hereby  promise,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  to  adhere  to  the  old  interest  of  the  kirk  of 
Scotland,  in  doctrine,  worship,discipline,  and  go- 
vernment, according  to  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
Catechism,  and  covenants  of  that  kirk.    In  wit- 
ness hereof,  I  do  subscribe  thir  presents  with 
my  own  hand  at  the  Blackrow,  the  22d  of  May 
i67Bf  before  thir  witnesses. 

I-||]GH  M'UUTCMISOV. 
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jurisdictions  thereunto  bdonpng,  are  in  a 
condition  fiur  difierent  firom  that  of  the  rest 
of  the  shires,  in  regard  the  coondl  having 
given  warrant  to  the  commissioners  of  excise 
and  militia  to  secure  the  peace,  and  free  the 
country  from  disorders,  they  did  not  give 
that  obedience  which  became  them:  and 
considering  that  they  were  instructed  to  go 
a  greater  length  with  them  in  the  first  place 
than  with  others ;  they  tell  the  council,  we 
have  drawn  the  draught  of  a  bond  for  that 
shire,  which  if  your  grace  and  the  couodi 
approve,  or  give  order  that  the  first  bond  be 
subscribed,  we  shall  be  ready  to  proceed 
accordingly.  We  have  also  sent  a  copy  of 
the  letters  to  be  made  use  of  against  delio- 
quents."  This  perhaps  may  have  been  the 
first  proposal  of  the  bond  of  lawborrows  we 
shall  presently  hear  more  of,  and  the  charge 
and  indictment  to  be  used ;  and  this  proposal 
seems  to  have  coine  fix>m  the  committee,  at 
the  instigation  perhaps  of  some  others,  by 
whom  they  were  pushed  to  the  most  violent 
measures.  However,  the  council  the  same 
day  make  a  return, "  that  they  think  it  fit 
they  offer  to  the  sliire  of  Ayr  at  first  the 
same  bond  with  other  shires,  leaving  the 
committee  afterwards  to  require  fiirther 
bonds,  as  they  sec  cause,  according  to  their 
instructions :  and  they  reconunend  to  them 
to  take  the  same  course  with  the  stewartry 
of  Kirkcudbright,  as  with  the  other  shires ; 
and  think  fit  they  proceed  to  disarm  the 
other  shires,  according  to  their  instructions; 
and  seriously  recommend  it  to  them  to  allow 
of  no  proposals  that  may  be  made,  to  arm 
private  persons  or  shires,  on  pretext  of 
securing  the  peace."  The  committee  were 
in  no  great  hazard  of  soft  measures,  and  so 
this  last  clause  was  well  enough  obeyed. 

Upon  the  2d  of  February,  the  host  began 
to  march  westward,  and  against  the  7th 
they  were  scattered  all  over  Cunningham 
and  Kyle.  In  the  country  round  Glasgow, 
and  in  their  march,  and  while  in  the  shire 
of  Ayr,  they  carried  as  rudely  and  insolently 
as  if  they  had  been  a  declared  enemy  in  a 
conquered  country.  Some  general  view 
may  be  taken  of  the  damage  done,  by  itself: 
here  I  am  but  upon  their  march,  and  only 
notice,  that  whither  ever  they  spread,  they 
\tvot  ot\^  VooV  \^^  ^wVV  VoLtitude  of  the  above 
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nacTBted  commiBsiony  in  preBsbg  hones  for 
their  carriages,  not  only  from  country  people, 
but  even  off  those  who  travelled  on  the 
road;  but  likewise  would  overturn  loads 
they  met  with,  and  took  the  horses  of 
labourers  wherever  they  found  them,  with- 
out distinction;  yea,  every  where  almost 
they  took  them  out  of  the  very  ploughs,  and 
the  labouring  the  ground  was  stopt  all  the 
country  over ;  though  by  our  law,  agreeable 
to  the  divine  law,  Deut.  xxiv.  6.  it  be  crim- 
inal, even  in  the  execution  of  a  legal  sen- 
tence, to  poind  horses  or  oxen  during  the 
whole  time  of  labour.  The  loss,  especially 
of  the  shire  of  Ayr,  by  this  incursion,  indeed 
cannot  be  reckoned;  and  the  reader  will 
remark,  that  the  Highlanders  are  let  loose 
upon  them,  even  before  the  committee  go 
west,  or  any  offer  of  the  bond  is  made  them. 
Upon  the  7th  of  February  the  committee 
nt  down  at  Ayr,  and  among  the  first  things 
diey  do,  the  earl  of  Cassils  is  appointed  to 
pull  down  the  meeting-houses  ic  Carrick. 
The  earl  had  already,  in  obedience  to 
orders,  delivered  up  all  his  arms,  save  his 
walking  sword.  This  he  signified  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  since  he  had  nothing  to  defend 
lumself  in  case  of  opposition,  he  begged 
that  some  of  the  soldiers,  at  least  of  the 
neighbouring  gentlemen,  might  go  with  him 
to  assist  him :  this  was  refiised.  Next,  he 
desired  he  might  have  some  of  his  own  arms 
back  in  case  of  a  rabble  of  the  country 
people,  or  a  tumultuary  crowd,  were  it  but  of 
women  in  defence  of  their  meeting-houses, 
might  hinder  or  affiront  him ;  neither  could 
this  be  allowed  him.  This  made  him  demur 
a  little  upon  so  unreasonable  a  demand,  till 
one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  a 
firiend  of  his,  whispered  him  in  the  ear,  that 
there  was  but  a  hair-breadth  betwixt  him 
and  imprisonment,  if  he  made  any  further 
difficulty;  whereupon  he  declined  their 
orders  no  longer.  But  some  country  people 
naving  notice  of  what  had  passed,  out  of 
regard  to  my  lord,  saved  him  the  labour, 
and  they  were  turned  down  to  the  ground 
before  tiie  earl  came.  In  the  council  regis- 
ters, February  18th,  I  find  it  noticed,  **  That 
orders  were  given  and  execute  by  the  earl 
of  Cassils,  for  demc^hing  two  meeting- 
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houses  in  Carrick."    We  niay  hear    .^-q 
more  of  this  afterward  in  this  case. 

Their  next  woriL  that  day  was  to  call  for 
the  returns  of  the  sheriA,  anent  the  bond 
appointed  to  be  made  this  day :  the  return 
firom  Dumfiies  and  Nithsdale,  it  seems, 
pleased  them  best,  and  was  voted  satisfac- 
tory. The  return  firom  Renfrew  was  dis- 
pleasing to  them.  Mr.  Ezekiel  Mont- 
gomery, whom  we  shall  afterward  meet  with, 
was  sherifi-depute,  and  his  report  was,  that 
only  two  gentlemen,  and  these  among  the 
lowest,  and  three  burgesses,  had  taken  the 
bond;  and  a  very  small  number  of  arms,  by 
what  was  expected,  were  given  up.  Mr. 
Montgomery  petitioned  for  a  new  day,  and 
he  would  deftl  further  in  the  shire,  and 
bc^gged  the  conmiittee's  sense  of  these  words 
in  his  instructions,  **  that  gentlemen  of  qua^ 
lity  might  be  permitted  to  wear  their  swords." 
They  told  him  he  was  to  understand  by 
gentlemen  of  Equality,  only  those  who 
took  the  bond."  Which,  when  he  desired 
might  be  given  him  under  their  lordships' 
hands,  since  he  was  but  a  servant,  there 
were  only  three  of  them  signed  it,  and 
withal  discharged  him  to  produce  it,  but  in 
case  of  necessity.  This  shows  there  were 
in  the  committee  who  were  for  running 
matters  to  heights,  and  this  was  an  article, 
it  seems,  they  were  not  instructed  in,  and 
afterwards,  upon  their  motion,  had  it  sent 
them  in  their  additional  instructions,  of 
which  in  their  own  room.  The  report  fix>m 
the  shire  of  Lanark  dissatisfied  them  most 
of  all,  so  that  the  petition  of  the  sherifl^ 
depute  was  thrown  over  the  bar.  My  infor- 
mation bears,  that  of  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  heritors  and  feuars  in  that  shire, 
only  nine  of  the  former,  and  those  of  no 
great  interest,  and  ten  of  the  last,  had  sub- 
scribed the  bond.  The  duke  of  Hamilton, 
lords  Blantyre  and  Carmichael,  did  peremp- 
torily decline  it.  In  the  more  remote  shires, 
the  sheri£&,  some  of  them  pretending  the 
copy  of  the  bond  had  not  come  to  them, 
waved  a  report,  and  begged  a  new  day,  both 
to  present  the  bond  a  second  time,  and  to 
renew  their  inquiry  for  arms.  This  was 
granted,  and  they  were  appointed  to  interro- 


gate every  person  upon  oath,  **  Whether  he 
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1678.  ^^  ^^^  ^'"'"^  ^  ^  diapcwed  of  any 
since  January  Ist,  1678  ?  if  gifted  or 
sold?  and  to  whom?  or  if  hid  ?  and  where  ?" 
These  queries  were  extended  to  ail  the  shires, 
and,  for  the  greater  terror,  the  officers  of  the 
Highlanders  in  some  phices,  were  intrusted 
with  this  business ;  and  the  houses  of  noble- 
men, gentlemen,  and  others  narrowly  search- 
ed. Thus  the  whole  country  was  turned 
naked,  and  utterly  put  out  of  case  either  to 
serve  the  king,  or  defend  themselves,  in  case 
of  intestine  commotion,  or  foreign  invasion. 
Some  gentlemen  indeed  represented  to  the 
committee,  that  though  they  were  most 
ready  to  yield  their  arms,  yet,  unless  their 
lordships  and  the  council  would  grant  them 
receipts  of  what  was  given  up,  they  under- 
stood not  what  assurance  they  had  to  give 
them  up,  since  the  whole  country  had  been 
enjoined  to  provide  themselves  in  militia 
arms  at  their  own  chaises,  and  had  done  it, 
and  not  received  them  from  the  king's 
magazine;  and  they  might  as  well  be  com- 
manded to  give  the  money  out  of  their 
pockets.  But  all  that  could  be  said  was  to 
no  purpose.  Such  reports,  from  the  places 
where  they  resolved  to  have  obedience* 
coming  to  the  council,  let  them  see,  that 
the  bond  would  not  go  down  in  the  west, 
after  all  they  could  do :  and  this  puts  them 
upon  new  measures,  probably  some  of  them 
were  advised  to  by  the  committee,  especially 
the  odd  step  of  lawborrows. 

Upon  the  11th  of  February,  the  council 
issue  out  a  proclamation,  to  forward  the 
taking  of  the  bond  discharging  masters  to 
receive  tenants  or  servants,  without  certifi- 
cates that  they  have  taken  the  bond.  I 
have  annexed  it.*     The  design  of  it  is  plain 


*  ProelameUion  againti  retetting  tenanti,  Brc. 
February  II,  1678. 

Charlw,  by  the  graoe  of  God,  kin§:  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith  ;  to  our  lyon  king  at 

arms,  his  brethren,  heralds,  macers  of  coundl, 
pursuivants,  or  meaaengen  of  arms,  our  sheriflf;! 
In  that  part,  conjunctly  and  severally,  specially 
constitute,  (j^reetinjii^ :  Forasmuch  as  we  have,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  proCestant  religion,  as  it 
is  now  establiMhed  by  the  laws  of  this  our  ancient 
kingdom,  taken  care  that  all  unlawftil  meetings, 
upon  pretence  of  religion,  may  be  restrained,  by 
which  many  of  the  commons  of  that  our  king- 
dom,  have  been  for  several  years  withdrawn 
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enough,  to  prevent  teaaati  and  servants 
coming  out  of  these  places  where  the  bond 
was  pressed,  to  other  places,  and  for  making 
this  imposition  universal.  The  narrative  of 
it  is  very  bitter,  and  the  public  papers,  since 
Sir  John  Nisbet's  being  laid  aside,  have  a 
peculiar  edge  and  flourish  against  presby- 
terians.  It  is  cunningly  enough  insinuate, 
as  if  only  the  commons  of  Scotland  had 
been  withdrawn  fix>m  their  parish  churches; 
but  it  is  well  enough  known,  that  persons 
of  very  good  note  abstracted  themselves, 
and  a  good  many  of  the  best  quality  in  the 
kingdom,  though  now  and  then  they  joined 
in  worship,  were  very  much  diasatisfied 
both  with  the  prelates  and  their  dergjr. 
The  presbjTterian  ministers  are  said  "to 
assume  impiously  the  holy  orders  of  the 
church.'*  To  say  nothing  of  the  pluase^ 
much  used  indeed  by  the  papists,  it  is 
evident  presbyterian  ministers  had  beea 
**  impiously"  laid  aside  from  the  exerdae  of 
the  holy  office  of  the  ministry,  and  did  not 
assume  it,  but  had  been  regularly  placed  io 
it,  not  by  the  supremacy,  but  the  laying  on 
of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery.  If  the 
penner  had  spoke  of  the  then  clergy,  as  in 
the  '*  holy  orders  of  the  king,"  it  had  been 
pretty  agreeable  to  fact.  They  are  most 
groundlessly  charged  with  ''seditious  and 
false  doctrine  and  principles,  not  allowed  in 
any  protestant  or  Christian  church."  Such 
a  charge  needs  better  proof  than  the  word 
of  the  compiler.  If  sedition  be  meant  of 
any  thing  spoken  or  done  against  the  iUi- 
mited  supremacy  and  episcopacy,  it  may  be 
the  ministers  would  not  be  very  careful  to 
vindicate  themselves  from  this  charge;  but 
as  to  false  doctrine  and  principles,  &c.  they 


from  their  parish  churches,  and  been  thereby 
deprived  of  the  appointed  means  for  their  estab- 
lishment in  the  true  fear  of  God,  and  the  duty 
they  owe  to  us  and  our  government,  and  have 
been  seduced  to  keep  seditious  field  conventirles 
in  a  tumultuous  way,  and  other  disorderly  meet- 
ings, where  they  may  and  do  actually  hear 
declared  traitors,  intercommuned  and  vagrant 
preachers,  and  any  who,  without  license  or 
authority,  do  impiously  assume  the  holy  orders 
of  the  church,  and  make  it  their  buaineas  to 
diffuse  amongst  the  unwary  and  credulous  mul- 
titude, seditious  and  false  doctrines,  and  per- 
nicious principles,  which  are  destructive  to  aU 
order  and  constitution  of  societies,   by  which 
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have  been  abundantly  vindicated  many  ing  clause  is  added,  discharging  pro- 
times,  and  taught  or  held  nothing  but  what ,  secudons  after  year  and  day. 
was  according  to  the  holy  scriptures,  and  The  bond  annexed  to  the  prodamadon  ia 
our  Confession  of  Faith,  now  since  the  revo-  the  same  with  what  is  above,  unless  it  be 
lution  happily  imbodied  in  our  law,  and  that  the  word  pams  is  taken  out,  upon  the 
made  a  part  of  our  civil  rights.  The  statu*  j  allegance  that  some  scared  at  it,  as  import- 
tory  part  is,  "that  no  tenant  or  servant  be  !  ing  corporal  punishment.  This  bond  was, 
received  without  testificate  of  their  carriage, !  February  Uth,  signed  by  all  the  counsellors 
agreeable  to  the  bond  annexed,"  upon  the  present,  and  they  appoint  the  lords  of  8e»- 
pain  of  arbitrary  punishment;  and  a  soften-    sion  to  sign  it  when  diey  meet     Such  great 


these  who  frequent  those  meetingt,  are  observed 
to  be  (HUTupteid  and  poisoned  with  an  open  and 
obstinate  contempt  of  all  authority,  civil  or 
ecclesiastic,  and  to  be  led  into  most  irregular 
practices,  which  are  inconsistent  with  all  order 
and  government,  and  are  not  to  be  allowed  in 
any  protestant  or  Christian  church ;  for  remedy- 
ing of  which  growing  evils,  and  vindicating  our 
authority  and  hkvrs  from  such  gross  violations 
aod  affronts,  we  have  commanded  a  bond  to  be 
•absciibed,  whereby  heritors,  liferenters,  and 
Boasters,  are  obliged  for  their  tenants,  servants, 
and  others  living  upon  their  lands,  and  they  for 
themselves,  for  obeying  such  laws  as  may  secure 
■gidnst    schism  and    separation;   and  lest  the 
■une  be  eluded,  and  the  heritors,  liferenters,  and 
masters  prejudged  by  the  tenants,  servants,  and 
othen  foresaid,  deserting  such  as  take  the  said 
bond,  or  lest    the    said  tenants,  servants,  or 
•then,  may  be  encouraged  not  to  take  the  same, 
npoo  expectation  that  after  they  are  removed  by 
their  masters,  or  run  away  from  their  masters, 
for  not  taking  the  bond,  or  for  going  to  conven- 
ticles, or  withdrawing  from  public  ordinances, 
or  upon  any  other  account,  provided  against  by 
the  masters'  bond,  they  may  or  will  be  sheltered 
hw  others ;  we  therefore,  with  advice  of  the  lords 
of  our  privy  council,  do  hereby  require  and  com- 
mand, that  no  tenants,  servants,  or  others  fore- 
said whatsomever  within  this  kingdom,  be  reset 
upon  another  man*s  ground  or  in  his  service, 
without  a  testificate  from  the  heritor,  master,  or 
ftmn  the  minister  of  the  parish  where  they  live, 
that  they  have  lived  orderly,  in  manner  fnre- 
mid ;  declaring  hereby,  that  whatsoever  heritors, 
lifisrenters,  or  masters,  shall  receive  any  such 
tenants  or  servants,  or  others  foresaid,  without 
such  a  testificate,  they  shall  be  liable  to  such 
flnes  as  our  privy  council  shall  think  fit  to 
inflict  suitable  to  their  guilt,  both  for  repairing 
the  damage  done  to  the  heritor,  liferenter,  or 
master,  and  for  punishing  their  contempt  of  this 
ovr  proclamation.     And  to  the  effect  our  plea- 
sore  in  the  premises  may  be  made  known  to  all 
parsons  concerned,  our  wUl  is  herefore,  and  we 
charge  you  strictly,  and  command,  that  incon- 
tinent, these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the 
market-cross  of  Edinburgh,    and  other  places 
needful,  and  thereat,  in  oor  name  and  authority, 
hy  open  proclamation,  with  all  solemnities  re- 
f  nistte,  make  publication  of  the  premises,  that 
none  of  our  liei^es  may  pretend  ignorance  thereof. 
And  ordain  these  prnents,  and  the  bond,  and 
aet  of  council  underwritten,  to  be  printed,  and 
aubjolned  hereunto^     The  which  to  do,  we  com- 
mit to  yon  conjunctly  and  severally,  oar  full 
power  by  tiiflw  our  lettan,  delivering  them  by 


vou  duly  execute  and  Indorsed  again  to  the 
bearer.  Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh, 
the  11  th  day  of  February,  1678,  and  of  our  reign 
the  SOth  year. 

Per  actum  dominorum  ieereti  eonciUu 
Al.  Gibson,  CI.  Seer.  Omeiliu 
God  save  the  king. 

Folhweth  ike  tenor  of  the  bond  mentioned  in  the 

foresaid  proclamation, 

I  undersubscribing,  do  faithfully 

bind  and  oblige  me,  that  I,  my  wife,  bairns, 

and  servants   respectively,  shall  no  ways  be 

f»resent  at  any  conventicles  and  disorderly  meet- 
ngs  In  time  coming,  but  shall  live  orderly  In 
obedience  to  the  law,  under  the  ]>enalties  con- 
tained in  the  acts  of  parliament  made  thers- 
anent:  as  sIm  I  bind  and  oblige  roe,  that  my 
whole  tenants  and  cottars  respectively,  then* 
wives,  balms,  and  servants,  shall  likewise  refttiin 
and  abstain  IVom  the  said  conventicles,  and  other 
illegal  meetings,  not  authorissed  by  the  law,  and 
that  they  shall  live  orderly  in  obedience  to  the 
law:  and  further,  that  I  nor  they  shall  not 
reset,  supply,  or  commune  with  forfeited  persons, 
intercommuned  ministers,  or  vagrant  preachers, 
but  shall  do  our  utmost  endeavour  to  apprehend 
their  persons;  and  In  case  my  said  tenants, 
cottars,  and  their  foresaids  shall  contravene,  I 
shall  take  and  apprehend  any  person  or  persona 
guilty  thereof,  vad  present  them  to  the  judge 
ordinary,  that  they  may  be  fined  or  Imprisoned 
tlwrefora,  as  is  provided  in  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment made  thereaneiit,  otherwise  I  shall  remove 
them  and  their  families  from  oflT  my  ground ; 
and  if  I  shall  fail  herein,  I  shall  be  Uable  to  such 
penalties  as  the  said  delinquents  have  Incurred 
by  the  law,  consenting  to  the  registration  hereof 
in  the  books  of  his  mi^esty*s  privy  council,  or 
books  of  any  other  judges  competent,  that  letters 
and  executorials  may  1^  direct  hereupon  In  form 
as  eifeirs,  and  constitute  my  procurators. 

Edinburgh^  theWth  day  of  Pfitruaryt  1678. 

The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  do 
declare,  that  the  heritors,  hferenters,  and  mas- 
ters, who  have  subscribed,  or  shall  hereafter 
subecrilie  the  bond  above  written,  obliging  them 
for  their  tenants,  and  others  therein  specified, 
shall  be  only  liable  for  the  penalties  by  the  delin- 
quencies of  their  tenants,  and  others  foresaid,  in 
case  the  tenants,  and  others  for  whom  they  are 
bound,  shall  be  pursued  and  convict  within  year 
and  dav  after  the  committing  of  the  ddinquen- 
cles,  without  prejudice  to  pursue  the  tenants,  or 
others  foresaid,  themselves  at  any  time  ther^ 
after,  as  accords.     Extracted  Vy  me, 

Al.  Gibson,  CZ.  Seer,  ConeOH* 
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patterns  had  no  great  weight  on 
the  west  of  Scotland;  and,  by 
their  informations  firom  the  committee, 
they  find  that  there  was  no  great  prospect 
of  making  proselytes  to  fliis  bond.  And 
therefore,  upon  the  I4th  of  February, 
the  council  make  an  act  for  securing  the 
public  peace,  as  they  term  it,  which  I 
have  insert  below,*   as  one  of  the  odd 
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stretches  made  at  this  time,  and  deserves 
I  some  reflections,  which  would  come  better 
from  one  skilled  in  our  Scots  law,  than  tlie 
writer  of  this  history.  As  an  historian,  I 
shall  remark,  that  the  managers  were  grated 
with  the  accounts  of  the  general  refusal  of 
this  bond  every  where.  Beade  those  from 
the  west,  the  reader  had  just  now,  in  Fife, 
the  earl  of  Crawford,  the  lords  Balmerino, 


•  Act  for  securing  the  public  peaces  February  14^ 

1(J7B. 

The  lords  of  hU  mi^etty^s  privy  council  con-  ' 
•Idering  serioiuly,  that  the  greateet  part  of  the 
disorders  of  this  nation  are  occasioned  by  a  | 
seditious  and  schismatic  humour  in  some  western 
and  other    shires,   which    upon    all    occasions 
in6ames  them  into    great    irre^larities,    and 
remembering  bow,  albeit  it  might  have  been 
expected  after  his  majesty's  happy  restoration, 
that  the  fresh  remembrance  of  these  Insolenciea 
which  we  suffered  under  a  tyrannic  usurpation 
(drawn  upon  us  by  the  same  seditious  principles, 
which  b^^n  now  to  revive  in  those  places,) 
would    have  inclined    all  his   majesty's    good 
subjects  to  live  with  great  satisfaction  quietly 
under  his  happy  government,  and  to  believe  that 
the  laws  made  by  his  majesty  and  their  own 
representatives,   were    both    the    true    healing 
remedies  of  these  bygone  distempers,  and  the 
safest    means  for  preventing  the  like  for  the 
future;  yet  many  in  those  shires  did,  by  a  most 
remarkable  principle  of  disloyalty,  rise  m  rebel- 
lion against  their  native  prince,  in  anno  1666, 
when  lie  was  engaged  in  a  foreign  war:  and 
though,   after  the  beating  of  their  forces,  his 
majesty  had   extended  his  indemnity  even  to 
these  rebels,  and  had  so  far  gratified  those  shires, 
as  to  grant  them  an  indulgence;  yet  they  con- 
tinued still  to  disturb  the  pt'acc,  and  to  spread 
their  infection  over  the  neighbouring  shires,  by 
assembling  themselves  in  field  conventicles,  these 
rendezvouses  of  rebellion,  resetting,  maintaining, 
and  hearing    interrommuned    preachers,    and 
declared  traitors,  who  infused  in  them  openly 
and  boldly  rebellious  and  treacherous  principles, 
by  invading  the  persons,  usurping  the  pulpits  of 
the  orUiodox  clergy,  threatening,  affronting,  and 
injuring  both  them  and  such  as  adhered  to  them, 
and  by  disobeying  and  deforcing  with  armed 
men  in  a  hostile  manner,  and  even  wounding 
and  killing  such  as  offered  in  his  majesty's  name 
to  put   his  laws  in  execution:    and  to  let  the 
world  see  that  they  were  fixedly  resolved  to 
adhere  to  these  principles  in  spite  of  authority, 
and  that  they  had  settled  themselves  in  a  per- 
manent form  of  government  (as  they  imagined) 
they  did  hold  sessions,  presbyteries,  and  aii.sem- 
blies,    established    correspondencies,    and,    for 
perpetuating  the  schism,  ordained  and  granted 
missions  to  preachers,  built  meeting-places,  and 
taxed  his  mi^esty's  subjects  for  their  mainte- 
nance :  and  that  they  might  cut  off  their  proselytes 
from  all  dependance  upon  their  native  prince, 
against  whose  person   and    government   they 
railed  upon  all  occasions,  they  at  last  arrived  at 
so  great  a  height  of  rebellion,  as  to  persuade  the 
people  that  it  was  unlawful  to  take  the  "  oath 
of  ulegiance.  **    Wnereupon  the  lords  of  his  ma- 
jmty'a  privy  ooancil,  upon  design  to  prevent  \hca« 


growing  disorders,  or  the  just  severity  which  the 
authors  thereof  had  deserved,   did  ordain  the 
commissioners  of  excise,  militia,  and  justices  of 
peace  within  these  shires,  to  meet  and  to  propose 
such  means  as  might  effectually  secure  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  peace  of  the  country :  with  certifi- 
cation, that  if  they  did  not,  his  majesty  behoved 
to  reduce  them  to  their  duty  by  force,  and  would 
look  upon  the  heritors  therem  who  refused  to 
secure  the  peace  (as  said  b),  as  involved  in,  and 
fautors  of  those  seditious  and  diaorderly  courses. 
To  which  they  returned  no  other  answer,  save 
that  these  disorders  were  grown  to  such  a  height, 
that  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  redress  them ; 
whereupon  it  was  thought  high  time  to  acquaint 
his  nudesty  with  the  present  state  of  these  bis 
afl^rs  nere,  who,  to  vindicate  his  own  autliority, 
and  from  a  tender  care  of  his  people,  whose 
security  with  that  of  bis  laws,  he  did  foresee  to 
be  undermined  by  such  pernicious  contrivances 
and  practices,  did,  by  his  royal  letter,  dated  the 
eleventh  day  of  December,    1677,  declare  bit 
resentment  against,  and  his  detestation  of  these 
courses ;  and  for  suppressing  thereof,  commanded 
and  authorized  his  said  privy  council,  to  procefd 
by  force  and  arms,  to  reduce  that  country  to 
their  obedience,  and  to  oblige  them  to  give  bonds 
for  their  own  and  their  tenants  living  regularly 
and  obedient  to  the  laws ;  and  particularly,  that 
they  should  not  go  to  conventicles,  harbour  nor 
commune  with    rebels,   or    persons   intercom- 
muned,  and  for  keeping  the  persons,   familifs, 
and  goods  of  their  regular  ministers  harinlest, 
and  that  under  such  penalties  as  they  should 
think  fit.     In  obedience  to  which  letter,  a  bond 
was  accordingly  drawn,  only  obliging  the  heri- 
tors alternativelv,  either  to  present  their  tenants, 
or  to  remove  tlhem  ;  and   declared,  chat  thry 
should  be  only  answerable  for  their  said  tenants, 
if  they   were  convict   within   a  year  after  the 
committing  of  these  delinquencies.     All  which 
courses  proving   ineffectual,   his  majesty  hath 
just  reason  to  suspect  the  designs  of  such  as  hare, 
or  shall  refuse  or  delay  to  take  the  said  bond, 
as  tending  to  overthrow  his  majestv*s  authority, 
to  subvert  the  established  order  o/  the  churc n, 
and  to  disquiet  the  peace  of  his  majesty's  good 
subjects :  and  since  every  privAte  subject  may 
force  such,  from  whom  they  fear  any  harm,  to 
secure  them  by  lawborrows,  and  that  it  hath 
been  the  uncontro verted  and  legal  practice  of 
his  maiesty's  privy  council  to  oblige  such,  who»e 
,  peaceableness  they  justly  suspect^,  to  secure  the 
peace  for  themselves,  tlEieir  wives,  bairns,  men, 
tenants,  and  servants,  which  are  the  very  words 
of  all  such  bonds,  and  that  under  such  penalties 
as  they  find  suitable  to  their  contempt,  guilt,  or 
occasion  upon  which  such  sureties  are  sought, 
and  suitable  to  the  qualities  of  such  from  whom 
^  cauUou  U  craved :  therefore  the  lords  of  his 
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Meholle,  and  Newark,  stuck  at  it :  in  Stir-  j  pec^le,  and  declares  him  to  be  in    tarfo 


lingshire,  the  earl  of  Callender,  sheriff 
principal^  and  the  viscount  of  Kilsyth:  in 
Teriotdale,  the  earl  of  Roxburgh;  and  in 
all  these  shires,  a  great  many  barons  and 
gentlemen,  and  many  of  the  most  learned 
lawyers,  peremptorily  refused  the  bond.  The 
managers,  therefore,  to  force  a  general  com- 
pliance with  the  bond,  fell  upon  this  new 
and  unprecedented  method,  by  a  most  igno- 
minious debasing  of  the  prerogative  and 
majesty  of  the  king,  to  make  him  crave 
lawborrows  of  his  subjects.  A  parallel  to 
this  I  believe  will  scarce  be  found  in  any 
other  law  in  other  kingdoms.  The  import 
of  lawborrows  in  Scotland,  is,  when  two 
ne^bours  are  at  variance,  the  one  procures 
from  the  council,  or  any  competent  court, 
letters  diarging  the  other  to  find  caution 
and  surety,  that  the  oomplainer,  his  wife, 
baimBi  Ac.  shall  be  skaithless  from  the 
person  complained  upon,  his  wife,  bairns, 
Ac  in  their  body,  lands,  heritages,  &c  and 
before  such  letters  can  be  granted,  the 
complainer  must  gjve  his  oath  expressly, 
that  he  dreads  bodily  harm,  trouble,  and 
molestation,  fit>m  the  person  complained 
upon.  This  ts  not  uncommon  nor  unreason- 
able among  private  persons;  but  that  the 
king  or  the  state  should  require  this  of  sub- 
jects, and  the  meanest  of  them,  who  refuse 
an  unreasonable  bond,  beside  that  this  pro- 
ceeds notoriously  upon  *'a  sinister  narra- 
tion, and  wrongous  information,*'  the  usual 
reasons  for  a  suspension  of  lawborrows,  it 
b  wholly  without  example*  and  really  in 
itself  nonsense:  it  cannot  but  raise  the 
highest  jealousies  between  the  king  and  his 


m^csty*!  priiy  council  contidering,  that  hit 
majesty  hath  declared  hie  just  •uspicion  of  those 
who  refuse  or  delay  to  take  the  said  bond  in 
the  terms  foresaid;  and  the  said  Iwds,  being 
from  the  whole  series  foresaid  justly  suspicious 
of  the  practices  and  principles  of  such  as  refuse 
the  same,  do  ordain,  that  all  such  persons  as 
refuse  the  said  bond,  shall  be  obliged  to  enact 
themselves  in  the  books  of  secret  council,  that 
they,  their  wives,  bairns,  men,  tenants,  and 
aerrants,  shall  keep  his  midesty*s  peace,  and 
particularly,  that  they  shall  not  go  to  field 
conventicles,  nor  harbour  nor  commune  with  / 
rebel%  or  persons  intercommuned ;  and  that  they 
■hall  keep  the  persons,  Cunilies,  and  goods  of 
tbdr  rcfolar  ministers  harmless,  and  that  under 
tiM  dsula  of  avirj  manls  valued  yearly  rent 
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dread  of  them,  and  makes  him  the 
complainer  upon  them  to  the  council,  and 
the  council  compkiners  to  themselves. 

Upon  perusal  of  the  narrative  of  this  act, 
the  reader  will  find  it  stufied  with  the  great- 
est bitterness  and  malice,  and  designed  to 
expose  presbyterians,  and  the  refiisers  of 
the  bond,  to  reproach  and  obloquy:  and  to 
be  an  apology  for  this  unaccountable  method 
now  a  taking,  much  of  the  matter  in  it  has 
been  already  considered,  and  I  shall  only 
make  a  few  cursory  remarks  further.— The 
western  shires,  in  order  to  palliate  present 
severities  against  them,  are  branded  with 
"  humoursomeness,  schism,  and  sedition." 
It  was  a  pretty  strong  humour  indeed  that 
made  presbyterians  su£kr  so  much  as  they 
did,  without  rising  in  sedition  and  rebellion 
in  its  proper  sense;  and  nothing  but  the 
force  o£  truth  could  have  supported  them, 
and  it  was  the  sense  of  their  duty  to  Ood 
and  the  king,  made  them  bear  so  long. 
Next,  a  la  mode  1661,  all  the  tyrannical 
usurpations  under  Cromwell,  are  chaiged 
upon  presbyterian  ministers,  who  were  the 
persons  who  opposed  him  most.  The 
aggravating  of  the  guilt  of  field  meetings, 
from  the  indemnity,  hath  been  already  con- 
sidered; as  likewise  roost,  if  not  all  the 
branches  that  follow.  The  holding  assem- 
blies they  never  pretended  to,  sessions  were 
aUowed  to  the  indulged,  and  no  other  kept 
them,  and  the  same  defences  hold  for  their 
keeping  of  presbyteries,  that  is,  meetings  for 
exercise  of  discipline,  and  other  proper  min- 
isterial acts  that  were  advanced  for  their 
preaching.  Their  "taxing  the  subjects  for  their 


(if  behave  any),  and  of  such  other  penalties  as 
shall  be  thought  convenient  by  the  lords  of  his 
mi^esty's  privy  council,  or  their  committee,  if 
they  have  no  valued  rent,  ordaining  letters  to 
be  direct  for  charging  all  such  persons  as  refuse 
to  tidce  the  said  bond,  to  enact  themselves  in  the 
books  of  privy  council,  to  the  effect  foresaid,  and 
that  within  six  days  next  after  the  charge,  under 
the  pain  of  rebellion,  and  putting  of  them  to  the 
horn*;  with  certification  to  them,  if  they  fail, 
the  said  space  being  come  and  by  past,  that  they 
shall  be  denounced  rebels,  and  put  to  the  horn 
for  their  contempt  and  disobedience ;  and  ordain 
these  presents  to  be  printed.     Extracted  by  me 

.    Al.  Gibson,  CL  Seer,  ConeUiu 

God  save  the  kln^« 
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maintenanee,**  is  both  false  and  in- 
vidious; and  they  are  as  calumni- 
ously  charged  with  "  railing  against  the  king, 
and  denying  the  lawfulness  of  an  oath  of 
allegiance."  The  very  covenants  they  main- 
tained the  obligation  of,  contain  a  strict  oath 
of  allegiance;  many  of  them  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  and  none  of  them  disowned  the 
king's  authority.  The  odium  of  sending  an 
army  upon  the  west  country,  is,  in  the  next 
room,  thrown  upon  the  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men who  had  sincerely  declared  it  was  not 
in  their  power  to  suppress  conventicles,  and 
proposed  the  only  habile  way  for  this ;  which 
had  appeared  so  reasonable,  that  the  council 
themselves,  till  over-ruled,  were  convinced 
of  the  need  of  more  moderate  measures. 
Loitiy,  The  ''alternative  in  the  bond"  is 
insisted  upon,  as  easy  either  to  "  remove  or 
present**  their  tenants,  when  only  three 
days  ago,  they  themselves  had  taken  away 
any  force  here  by  their  proclamation. 

Afler  this  long  and  invidious  narrative, 
(he  council  find  the  refusers  of  the  bond  to 
be  *'  disaffected  persons  to  the  king's  majes- 
ty," and  declare  them,  by  wholesale,  "  sus- 
pect persons;"  and  require  them  to  enact 
themselves,  &c.  in  the  books  of  council,  to 
keep  the  peace,  not  to  haunt  conventicles,  or 
commune  with  intercommuned  persons,  and 
to  keep  the  incumbents  skaithless,  under  the 
penalty  of  the  double  of  their  yearly  valued 
rent,  and  an  arbitrary  punishment  to  others, 
&c  as  in  the  act  itself  at  more  length. 

Such  a  rigour  as  this  act  bears,  seems 
plainly  designed  to  make  a  standing  army 
necessary,  which  the  primate  and  others, 
now  finding  the  Highland  host  did  not 
answer  their  expectations,  pushed  for,  and 
saw  would  be  a  good  mean  of  tyranny  and 
oppression  through  the  whole  island.  The 
springs  of  euch  unaccountable  steps  cannot, 
at  this  distance,  be  positively  detemiined ; 
but  it  seems  plain,  there  was  somewhat  of 
larger  extent  than  even  to  presbyterians,  at 
bottom:  and  it  was  openly  enough  said, 
that  some  persons  who  durst  not  abide 
trial  elsewhere,  inclined  to  make  their  stay 
in  Scotland  necessary,  by  raising  slanderous 
reports,  and  filling  the  coiut  with  apprehen- 
sions of  seditious  disorders  and  hazards,  and 
by  a  numerous  force  here  to  overawe  tlieir 


[book  n. 

enemies :  and  when  the  party  who  appeared 
against  them  were  disabled,  then  would  be 
a  proper  time  to  call  a  packed  parliament, 
and  therefixnn  procure  a  ratification  of  that 
illegal  and  criminal  actings.  How  well 
grounded  these  jealousies  were^  I  mnst 
leave  to  others;  and  shall  end  this  account 
of  this  act,  with  the  sense  that  people  had 
of  the  lawborrows  at  this  time^  in  a  letter 
writ  upon  this  subject^  which  tuffidentiy 
exposes  it.^    In  short,  king  Charles  I.  was 


*  LeHtr  on  ike  lawborrowa,  167B. 
Sir,— -I  am  glad  that  von  have  received  my 
last,  and  I  hope  you  will  keep  and  me  it  for 
yourself,  as  I  intended  it;  for  tbcee  are  evil 
tiroes,  wherein  a  man  by  epealdnff  or  writiof 
may  far  oooner  wrong  binuelf  than  better  oClMn. 
As  for  this  new  act  and  certification  of  the  bond, 
wherein  also  you  require  my  opinion,  I  will  mv 
nothing  to  its  narratire,  it  speaks  bat  too  muck 
for  itself,  and  all  that  I  find  new  in  the  case,  is, 
that  the  coundl  hath  thought  good  to  give  aome 
colour  to  their  |Mvoedure  from  tlie  form  and  style 
of  lawborrows :  and  next,  that  aa.thcy  aeem  to 
have  abridged  the  former  bond  and  its  obligatory 
part,  BO  they  have  much  augmented  the  p»alty. 
Sdly,  That  froro  the  pretext  and  practiek  of  law- 
borrows  they  also  give  warrant  to  cbarfe  men 
to  enact  themselves,  or  take  the  new  boncC  under 
the  pain  of  rebellion.  But  as  to  the  first,  1  sbtU 
not  trouble  you  how  decent  or  indecent  it  may  be 
for  rulers  to  require  lawborrows  of  their  sub- 
jects, the  thing  I  rather  take  notice  of  is,  tint 
even  our  common  lawborrows  are  not  ooly 
founded  on  very  clear  reasons,  and  conceived  in 
very  reasonable  terms,  but  also  all  ezprcstly 
warranted  by  several  acts  of  parliament,  par- 
ticularly king  James  VI.  pari.  7.  cap.  ]]7,aneDt 
the  form  and  pains  of  lawborrows,  whIcJi  is  a 
Ciirther  evidence  of  what  I  told  you  in  my  fi-iw 
mer,  that  it  is  a  certain  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciple both  of  our  law  and  llbertv*  that  neither 
bond  can  be  imposed,  nor  pain  indicted,  without 
the  warrant  ol^  an  act  of  parliamenL  2dly,  If 
the  old  act  and  form  of  lawborrows  do  warrant 
the  present  proceedings,  why  did  not  our  coun- 
cil content  tnemselves  therewith,  and  then  pro- 
secute the  contraveners  and  contraventions 
according  to  luw  ?  But  they  knew  well  enough, 
that  neither  would  law  nor  reason  make  the 
going  to  a  field  meeting  a  breaking  of  the  peace, 
at  lea9t  such  as  hath  always  hitherto  been  under- 
stood in  the  case  of  lawborrows,  and  certainly 
in  no  case  or  construction  to  infer  their  exorbit- 
ant penalty  of  the  double  of  a  man's  rent ;  and 
next,  that  albeit  the  council's  practice  had  been 
(as  this  their  late  act  says)  to  cause  suspected 
persons  bind  to  secure  the  peace  fur  themvelves, 
their  wives,  bairns,  men,  tenants,  and  servants; 
yet  it  always  hath  been  understood,  and  for  the 
most  part  is  expressed  with  this  qualifying 
addition,  "and  others  of  their  causing,  hounding 
out,  resetting,  command,  assistance,  and  ral^ 
habition,"  which  this  late  act  of  council  indus- 
triouttly  omits,  albeit  neither  reason  nor  law  can 
make  any  person  otherwise  liable  fur  another 
man's  transgression;  and  this  I  think  may 
satisfy  you  as  to  the  first  head,  how  little  tht 
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anich  Uamedy  for  declaring  hii  Scots  sulV' 
jects  rdbels;  but  the  managers  made  his 
son  ridiculous,  in  asking  lawborrows  from 
his  subjects.* — Jointly  with  this  act  the 


fate  act  and  new  bond  !s  coantenanced  either  bj 
ordinary  fawborrovrs  between  mmn  and  mmn,  or 
the  fawbonrowi  and  surety  nsiud  to  be  required 
by  the  council  to  preiervetiie  ciril  and  righteous 
peace  of  the  realm.  2dly,  As  to  the  bond  itself, 
I  eee,  that  albeit  men  be  not  required  ti»  enact 
themeelves  and  the  rest  under  them  expressly  to 
abst^n  from  house-meetlogs,  to  live  orderly, 
and  not  to  snpp!y  vagrant  preachers,  but  to 
anlftt  to  take  them,  as  in  the  former  bond,  yet 
all  the  reesons  above  deduced  to  prove  the  former 
either  un  warrantable,unreRson«Dle,  and  imprest- 
able,  do  also  stronglv  conclude  against  the  second 
bond ;  and  for  the  things  that  are  left  in  it,  they 
teem  to  many  no  less  unlawful  than  the  things 
lefk  out  For,  1st,  How  can  a  man  bind  both 
Air  himself  and  all  these  exprest  in  the  bond 
precisely,  without  any  qualification,  that  they 
shall  keep  his  majesty^  peace,  which  is  evidently 
of  that  extent  that  a  man  may  be  made  liable 
for  all  the  riots  and  other  disorders  against  the 
peace,  that  either  the  bairn,  tenant,  or  servant 
may  fall  into,  albeit  the  same  fall  out  never  so 
aore  against  their  will.  2dly,  Manv  men  doubt 
at  present  what  and  where  his  majesty's  peace 
is,  for  they  see  clearly  that  the  public  peace  is 
broken,  tne  north  being  in  an  actual  hostile 
Invasion  of  the  west,  and  reallv  if  men  by  bind- 
ing to  the  peace,  do  become  obliged  to  suffer  all 
that  the  Highlanders  have  done,  and  that  they 
and  others  may  yet  further  do  both  there  and  in 
other  parts,  this  may  prove  too  heavy  for  their 
faiith  as  well  as  to  their  patience.  I  grant  Jt 
may  be  said,  that  if  this  peace  be  broke  to  any 
man  thereto  bound,  it  is  also  broke  with  him, 
and  that  just  and  necessary  defence  agidnst  a 
breach  was  never  accounted  a  breach :  but  I  am 
far  more  certain,  that  this  is  neither  meant,  nor 
eould  ever  be  received ;  but  on  the  contrary  to 
allcige  it,  would  be  judged  worse  than  any  viofa- 
fion.  But  the  second  thing  in  this  new  bond 
is»  '*and  particularly  that  they  shall  not  go  to 
field  conventicles  ;**  and  here  I  am  sure  is  plainly 
held  out  such  meaning  of  his  majesty's  peace,  as 
may  not  only  satisfy  any  nonconformist  that 
the  keeping  thereof  is  sinful,  but  may  also  con- 
vince all,  that  the  extent  of  this  enacting  is  in  | 
effect  almost  the  whole  import  of  the  former  . 
boudy  albeit  here  couched  in  more  covert  expres-  ! 
sionsy  In  as  much  as  it  is  evident,  1st,  That  the 
not  going  to  field  conventicles  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  a  part  and  branch  of  his  mi^esty*s  peace, 
thereto  a  breach  of  it.     r^ext,  ' 
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council  send  additional  instructions 
to  their  committee  at  Ayr,  which  I 
shall  here  insert,  as  relating  to  the  same 
subject,  and  giyen  the  same  day. 


and  the  going 


That  albeit  field  eonventides  be  only  here  ex- 
pressed, yet  it  is  done  in  such  a  manner,  as 
sufllciently  infers,  that  both  going  to  house  con- 
venticles, and  withdrawing  Irom  the  curates* 
kirks,  are  also  understood  to  be  the  breaches  of 
the  peace,  for  this  as  well  as  the  former  are 
declared  by  the  acts  of  parliament,  1663  and 
1670,  to  be  seditious  practices,  and  it  U  upon  this 
account  and  no  other,  that  the  not  going  to  field 
conventicles  Is  made  a  spedality  of  his  majesty's 
peace,  and  not  in  my  opinion  bv  way  of  restrie* 
tion,  but  rather  by  way  of  ampliation,  and  with 
clear  intimation  that  all  other  things  of  the  lllce 
nature  are  also  here  included.  But,  Sdly,  Are 
not  these  field  conventicles  the  very  meetings 
of  the  Lord's  ministers  and  people,  smfuUy  and 
unjustly  disliked  by  men,  but  no  less  visibly 
owned  and  countenanced  by  the  Lord  himself, 
who  as  he  often  held  and  kept  such  meetings 
while  here  present  on  earth,  without  being  so 
much  as  once  accused,  either  by  the  Romans 
these  most  ambitious  and  jealous  dominators,  or 
by  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  these  roost  envious 
and  cruel  clergymen,  as  a  peace-breaker  on  this 
account ;  so  are  these  meetings  now  so  much  the 
more  to  be  allowed  and  adhered  to,  that  they 
appear  to  be  as  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  not  volun- 
tarily removing,  but  driven  away  of  men,  and 
standing  upon  the  mountains,  and  are  also  there- 
fore the  more  persecuted,  as  if  they  wei*e  the 
only  remains  to  complete  the  conquest  of  these, 
who  have  long  since  violently  cast  out  the  Lord's 
ministerii,  both  from  kirks,  town«,  and  houses. 
I  grant  that  there  are  laws  against  these  meet- 
ings, particularly  the  severe  act  1670,  but  who 
are  they  that  affirm  these  laws  to  be  just  ?  Nay, 
how  few  are  they  in  Scotland  that  do  approve^ 
or  would  consent  and  suliMiribe  to  the  rigours 
of  that  act  ?  and  yet  this  new  bond  and  enacting 
imports  no  less.  I  once  heard  a  nonconformist 
sav,  that  he  could  not  compare  that  act  to  any 
thing  better,  than  that  water  cast  out  as  a  flood 
after  the  woman  fleeing  into  the  wilderness,  that 
she  might  be  carried  away  by  it :  can  any  then, 
owning  his  principles  by  his  own  subscription, 
bind  himself  to  it?  Sdly,  This  enacting  binds 
a  man,  not  only  not  to  go  himself,  but  that 
others  also»  his  wife,  bairns,  &c.  shall  not  go, 
whereby  a  man  In  effect  binds  himself  to  be  a 
constrainer  and  pursuer  of  others,  and  that  in  a 
matter  of  conscience,against  uU  rules  of  Christian 
love,  tenderness,  forbearance,  and  common  in- 
genuity also.     Neither  doth  it  avail  to  say,  that 


*  *'  Ziowhurrowt,  from  burgh,  or  borgh,  or 
horromt  our  old  word  for  ctmtion,  surety,  pledge ; 
and  meaning,  security  given  to  do  nothing 
contrary  to  faw."— Hutcheson's  Justice,  vol.  1. 

£.  402.  «  The  competency  of  using  this  writ, 
1  the  case  of  magistrates  and  communities,  may 
have  suggested,  but  can  neither  excuse  nor 
palliate  the  issuing  of  it  at  the  suit  of  the  sove- 
reign against  his  sutjects.  Even  at  a  period 
wlieo  public  and  private  rights  were  wantonly 
yiolated  by  a  system  of  tyranny  and  oppression, 
this  panrersion  of  law,  and  degradation  of  the 


royal  prerogative  and  mijesty,  scarcely  appeared 
less  ridiculous  than  at  present,  when  the  king 
and  his  people  are  reciprocally  secure  by  the 
legal  establisoment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.'* 
lb.  p.  489.  Sir  George  Mackenzie  rendered  the 
thing  still  more  ridiculous  by  his  grave  defence 
of  it,  under  the  argument,  that  *'  there  was  no 
more  surety  to  be  found**  for  the  king  **  than  the 
ordinary  surety  of  lawburrows,**  &c. !  See  his 
Vindication  of  Charles  II.  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  S46. 
— jtV. 
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AddUunud  instmelhtu  to  the  com' 
mittee  ofcouncUy  now  at  Ayr, 
^That  DO  mesas  be  left  unessayed,  to 


who  have  not  takeo  the  bond,  yoa  91% 
according  to  the  form  o£  the  lS)ei  (the 
indictment,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  presently 


reduce  the  heritors  and  others  to  obedience,   insert,  and  which,  I  suppose,  was  fonnerly 


a  man  mmy  that  bind,  and  yet  not  oonttrain ;  for 
certainly  he  that  that  bindeth,  is  bound  to  use 
hit  utmost  endeaTOun  acoordin|r  to  that  anther 
rity  which  he  hath  over  the  persona  for  whom 
he  bindeth,  which  plainly  amoonteth  to  a  con- 
straint ;  and  to  eay  that  he  will  not  use  these 
endeaTOurs,  is  plainlv  to  say,  that  he  will  bind 
but  not  keep,  which  indeed  is  no  better  than  to 
renounce  all  truth,  destroy  all  trust,  and  mani- 
festly mock  both  God  and  man.     I  know,  some 
think  that  it  may  here  reliere,  that  a  man  doth 
bind  here  only  under  a  penalty,  and  may  before- 
hand resolve  to  pay  the  penalty,  as  the  safer  part 
of  the  altemative  -.  but  I  have  already  discussed 
this  subterfuge,  which  h  in  truth  false,  no  pain 
being  jproperly  an  altematlTe,  specially  in  mat- 
ters or  this  kind,  not  capable  of  a  liquid  estima- 
tion, and  disingenuous,  being  plainly  contrary  to 
the  end  and  meaning  of  the  unpoeers,  and  that 
sufficiently  expressed  and  signified,  and  lastly 
an  open  disavowing  of  both  truth  and  righteous- 
ness, when  the  Lord,  on  the  other  hand,  u  calling 
to  a  faithful  confession.     The  third  thing  in  this 
enacting  is,  «  Nor  harbour  nor  commune  with 
rebels  or  persons  intercommuned  ;**  and  who  are 
here  meant  every  one  knows ;  only  to  make  the 
thing  more  plausible,  the  words,  **  ministers  and 
preachers,**  set  down  in  the  former  bond,  are  here 
left  out :  but  having  noticed  this  clause  sufficient- 
ly in  my  former  letter,  I  shall  only  desire  you 
inrther  to  reflect,  that  if  these,  who  receive  not 
and  relieve  not  Christ's  suffering  members,  be 
doomed  with  that  sad  Depart,  Matth.  xxv.  41. 
of  how  much  sorer  punishment  suppose  ye  shall 
they  be  held  worthy,  who  expressly  bind  both 
for  themselves  and  others,  that  they  shall  neither 
harbour  nor  commune  with  them  ?    The  fourth 
thing  is, «  And  that  they  shall  keep  the  families, 
persons,  and  goods  of  the  regular  ministov  harm- 
less."    Why  this  was  adjected,  the  thing  being 
more  than  much  established  by  the  act  1669,  is 
not  easy  to  determine :  in  my  opinion  it  hath 
been  done,  the  better  to  answer  the  numbers, 
and  to  complete  the  cadence  of  a  lawborrows  ; 
but  the  thing  that  I  think  mors  strange  at,  is, 
how  that,  seeing  it  is  manifest  by  the  said  act, 
that  the  same  was  made  to  supply  the  king's 
authority,  and  secure  these  counsellors,  who  bad 
emitted  a  proclamation  to  the  same  purpose  two 
years  before,  yet  our  present  council  could  ad- 
venture without  a  parliament,  to  stretch  the 
things  yet  more  unreasonably ;  for  they  bind  a 
person  by  this  enacting,  to  keep  the  minister 
harmless,  not  only  within  the  parish,  which  is 
all  that  the  act  or  parliament  binds  to,  but  in- 
definitely  wherever  he  may   be.      Sdly,    The 
said  act  insinuates,  that  using  of  means  and 
diligence  to  apprehend  the  actors  of  such  out- 
rages may  exoner  the  parishioners,  and  so  the 
council  bath  been  pleased  to  interpret  it,  but 
this  enacting  binds  simply  a  man  without  any 
such  qualification.    Sdly,  The  act  command 
men  only  for  themselves,  but  this  binds  a  man, 
that  not  only    he  himself,  but  that  his  wife, 
bairns,  (albeit  ordinarily  very  impotent  folk) 
men,  tenants  and  servants,   (though  never  so 
unable,  and  perhaps  also,  never  so  remote,  both 


from  the  master  and  minister  Itgmred,)  shall 
keep  the  minister  harmless,  so  that  in  ^ect,  s 
minister,  or  any  of  bis  fiunily  being  Injored,  any 
fault  may  Infer  against  a  man  as  many  for- 
feitures  of  the  double  of  his  yearly  valued  rent, 
as  the  number  of  his  wife,  baim%  men,  tenant^ 
and  servants  comes  to,  let  them  be  all  of  thfia 
;  never  so  innocent ;  and  the  least  care  that  s 
prudent  man  thus  binding  himself  can  have^  ii, 
to  provide  his  minister  with  a  sufficient  gusrd 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  which  I  dare  ssy, 
even  the  very  framers  of  this  bond  did  not 
intend.     The  5th  thinf  in  the  enacting  Is  tbe 
pain,  viz.  under  the  double  of  every  msma  yearly 
valued  rent,  &c  which,  1st,  may  be  understood 
for  evenr  contravention  that  may  fail  out  upon 
the  bond,  and  so  expose  a  man  to  be  ruined  by 
cottars  and  servants  in  a  moment.      Sdly,  Thn 
pain  Is  without  all  warrant  of  law,  as  to  ths 
several  delinquencies  that  may  be  reclconed  con- 
traventions of  this  bond,  which  doth  no  wsy 
quadrate  with,  but  may  in  many  cases  exceed 
the  pain  of  lawborrows,  albeit  tbat  afore  these 
pains  had  been  long  arbitrary,  as  appears  by  th« 
act  James  VI.  pari.  9,  cap.  117,  they  are  by  the 
act  James  VI.  pari.  IS,  oip.  166,  expressly  de- 
termined and  liquidate.    Sdly,  Albeit  some  of 
these  delinquencies  that  may  fall  under  this 
bond,  be,  by  acts  of  parliament,  left  to  the  cooo- 
cil*s  discretion ;  yet  this  pain  of  the  doable  of  tbe 
yearly  valued  rent,  if  understood  (as  it  may,  and 
ought  to  be,  for  any  thing  that  appears  to  the 
contrary,;  toties  quoties,  is  most  exorbitant  and 
ruinous.     The  third  thing  that   I  remarked  to 
be  in  the  new  act  is,  that  under  the  pretext  of 
lawborrows,  it  gives  warrant  to  charge  men  to 
enact  themselves,  as  said  is,  within  six  days 
under  the  pain  of  rebellion.     But,  1st,  Why  ao 
peremptory?  might  not  at  least  ten  or  fifteen 
days  have  been  granted  according  to  the  ordin- 
ary style  of  the  council  letters,  these  being  indeed 
no  letters  of  lawborrows.    2dly,  I  have  already 
fully  told  you,  that  the  imposing  of  both  first 
and  second  bond  is  unwarrantable,  and  conse- 
quently this  charge  far  more  unwarrantable ;  and 
certainly  if  this  practice  be  good,  the  coundl 
hath  no  more  to  do  but  to  form  a  preface,  and 
borrow  new  words  of  common  style,  and  so 
issue  out  letters  of  homing,  charging  men,  not 
only  to  take  this  new,  or  me  former  bond,  hot 
the  declaration,  or  any  other  bond  they  please, 
were  it  even  (for  ought  I  can  see)  for  borrowed 
money. 

But,  Sir,  I  weary  you :  were  I  charged  upon 
this  new  act,  and  if  my  heart  did  not  fail  me, 
sure  I  am  I  would  try  a  bill  of  suspension,  and 
albeit  I  will  not  say,  that  I  would  employ  all 
the  reasons  that  I  have  touched  ;  yet  I  think  that 
there  are  several  of  thera,  and  these  the  most 
material,  that  I  both  would  and  might  make  u.se 
of  very  mfely,  and  perhaps  also  effectually;  but 
as  all  the  present  proceedings  are  to  me  mj-stery 
and  wonder,  so  there  are  two  things  further,  that 
I  may  more  especially  wonder  at,  the  1st  is,  how 
it  comes  to  pass,  that  there  being  so  many  and 
great  pains  statuted,  and  so  much  poTver  given 
by  acts  of  parliament  against  nonconformists. 
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to  the  council,  and  by  them  returned 
committee)  formerly  senty  to  inaift 
and  pursue  them  who  shall  not 
*  to  take  the  bond,  or  compearing, 
fuse  the  same,  for  all  conventicles 
them,  their  wives,  tenants,  servants, 
rs,  upon  their  lands;  as  also,  for 
sing  from  the  church,  and  irregular 
I  and  marriages,  and  for  all  prejudice 
the  regular  ministers,  in  their  per- 
1  goods,  in  the  parishes  where  they 
terest;  and  that  for  all  the  days, 
and  years,  since  the  24th  of  March 
ad  for  these  disorders  likewise  to 
Jie  tenants  and  others  living  upon 
ds. 

.  are  likewise  to  pursue  the  said 
and  liferenters,  for  all  conventicles 
thor  own  lands,  since  the  24th  of 
1674,  each  conventicle  being  fifty 
sterling;  as  also  to  pursue  them, 
ir  tenants,  and  others,  for  building, 
ivening  at  building  of  preaching 
the  fine  to  be  arbitrary, 
are  to  command  all  sherifis,  stew- 
lies  of  regalities,  and  their  deputes, 
the  bond  themselves;  and,  in  case 
use,  to  proceed  against  them,  of 
r  quality  they  be  of,  as  is  mentioned 
rmer  instructions. 
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bond,  be   allowed   to 

swords;  and  that  all  heritors  who 

shall  not  compear,  being  cited  by  prodama* 

tbn  or  otherwise,  to  take  the  bond,  (v  who 

compearing  shall  refiise  the  bond,  shall  not 

be  allowed  to  wear  their  swords  or  any 

other  weapons,  whatsoever  quality  they  be  oC 

**  That  after  ye  have  removed  from  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  and  fiilly  settled  the  same^  ye 
go  next  to  the  shire  of  Lanark,  and  fit>m 
thence  to  the  shire  of  Renfirew,  where  you 
are  to  prosecute  the  same  methods  you 
have  done  or  shall  do  in  the  shire  of  Ayr. 

''It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  your 
lordships,  to  bo  careful  of  the  security  of 
such  as  have  taken  the  bond,  or  shall  enact 
themselves  for  keeping  the  peace,  and  parw 
ticularly  those  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Niths- 
dale,  for  the  further  encouragement  of  such 
as  shall  obey. 

**  That  you  prosecute  the  former  instruc- 
tions, in  so  fiir  as  they  are  not  hereby  altered 
or  innovate." 


InstrucHoni  aneni  the  lawborrows, 
"  You  are  to  represent,  that  if  the  bond 
be  not  taken,  his  majesty  and  council  do  so 
&r  distrust  the  refusers  and  delayers,  as  to 
crave  surety  of  them,  conform  to  this  act : 
and  whatever  heritor  compears,  he  must 
all  heritors  who  shall  take  the  |  presently  either  take  the  bond,  or,  if  he 

refuse  or  delay,  he  must  at  the  bar  be 
charged,  upon  six  days,  to  enact  himsel£ 
But  it  is  the  council's  pleasure,  that  only 
the  chief  heritors  shall  be  first  taken  with 
caption,  they  being  first  denounced,  as  is 
usual  in  lawborrows.  If  any  compear  not« 
you  must  charge  them  personally,  or  at 
their  dwelling  places,  upon  six  days,  to 
compear  and  enact  themselves;  and  ^  they 
be  absent,  you  must  cause  denounce  them, 
and  they  will  likewise  be  taken  with  caption. 
**  You  will  give  order  to  charge  such  as 
refiise,  in  the  shires  of  Renfrew  and  Lanark, 
so  that  the  executions  may  be  ready,  before 
you  be  ready  to  leave  Ayr. 

"We  hope  you  will  observe  the  great 
inconveniencies  that  will  ensue  upon  the 
not  taking  of  the  bond ;  for  such  as  refiise 
will  be  liable  in  two  years'  valued  rent, 
which  is  the  certification,  if  they,  their  men- 
servants  or  tenants  contravene;   and,  by 


dent,  if  punctually  execute,  to  exhaust 
them,  the  councL  have  not  contented 
■  to  keep  within  these  ample  bounds, 
■o  palpably  exceeded  and  ne^^lected  all 
of  law,  to  the  exposing  ot  both  his 
anthoritv,  which  ought  to  be  to  all 
Bd,  and  tbemselTei  who  maj  be  there- 
1  in  question.  And  the  second  thing 
t  also  happens  that  these  bonds  being 
Tantable,  unlawful,  unreasonable,  and 
lie,  as  tlkey  appear  to  be,  (and  that 

DHther  conformity  nor  conscience 
ndn  voncemed,)  and  so  many  required, 
to  be  required  to  take  them  who  are 
9onformable,  and  every  way  firee  men, 
Bare  as  yet  adventured  to  oppose  them, 

unquestionable  reasons,  and  dear 
which  law  doth  so  plainly  allow,  but 
Btrary  so  many  eren  of  this  sort  hare 
id  to  take  them ;  whereas  it  is  evident, 
,  had  either  unanimoudy  refused,  or  if 

0  only  which  remain,  should  continue 
dlentlyonly  endure  the  hazard,  the 

:ject  of  these  bonds  and  courses  had 

1  would  be  most  infallibly  defeat  and 
;  eommitters  and  other  actors  undoubt- 
d  rectify  themsdres,  which  is  certainly 
issiroMa  and  happy  remedy.     Adieu. 
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for  all  the  deliiiquencies  of  the  ten- 

ants  tnd  servants,  conform  to  former  pro- 
clamations; whereas  such  heritors  as  take 
the  bond,  will  be  tenderly  dealt  with  as  to 
bygones. 
••  St.  AscDRBWSy  Rothes, 

Glasgow,  Lauderdalb, 

8iR  Oeorgc  Kinnaird,  Abotnb. 
Signed  "  February  14th,  1678." 

And  that  the  reader  may  have  all  that 
relates  to  this  subject  of  lawborrows  at 
once  under  his  view,  I  shall  subjoin  the 
indictment  given  to  those  who  refused  the 
bond,  and  the  form  of  the  charge  of  law- 
borrows. 

In^ctment. 
**  I  John  Schaw  macer  to  the  privy 
council,  by  virtue  of  and  conform  to  the 
principal  letters,  raised  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Roderick  Mackenzie  advocate,  depute 
to  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Rosehaugh,  his 
majesty's  advocate,  summon  and  chai^  you 
—  to  compear  personally  before  the 
lords  of  the  committee  of  council,  met  at 
Ayr,  by  commission  from  his  majesty's  privy 
council,  at  Ayr,  the  20th  day  of  February 
instant,  or  where  it  shall  happen  them  to  be 
for  the  time,  to  answer  to  the  libel  raised 
against  you,  at  the  instance  of  the  said  Mr. 
Roderick  Mackenzie,  for  your  withdrawing 
from  ordinances,  and  for  being  present  at 
house  and  field  conventicles,  where  Mr. 
John  Welsh  a  declared  traitor,  Mr.  Geoi^ge 
Johnston,  Mr.  Andrew  Morton,  Mr.  Donald 
Cargill,  Mr.  John  Rae,  Mr.  Edward  Jami- 
son, Mr.  John  Welwood,  Mr.  — —  Muir, 
or  some  others,  outed  and  vagrant  preach- 
ers, did  take  upon  them  the  exercise  or  the 
office  of  the  ministry,  at  least  for  convocat- 
ing  persons  to  field  conventicles,  at  least 
for  being  married,  or  having  children  bap- 
tized thereat;  at  the  least  for  harbouring, 
resetting,  corresponding,  and  intercommuning 
with  the  foresaid  persons,  and  other  inter- 
communed  persons ;  at  the  least  for  inviting 
or  instigating  these  ministers  unto  these 
disorders,  and  to  exercise  the  ministry  in 
divers  places ;  at  the  least  for  countenancing 
or  OMDmunijiig  with  persons  who  did  insti- 
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gate  tbess  outed  wtmiatffB  to  theae  disoiw 
ders4  aft  the  least  lor  building  o£  preaching 
and  miedngliooses;  at  least  for  houndiiig  out 
toy  or  countenancing  tbese  ifiaorderly  pne- 
tioes ;  at  the  least  have  had  eosventidea 
kept  in  your  houses,  or  upon  the  ground  of 
your  lands;  at  least  some  of  your  tenants 
and  servants  have  been  at  the  said  conven- 
tides  and  disorderiy  meetings^  for  whom 
you  are  answerable,  and  have  inonned  tike 
pains  through  their  guilt  due  to  them  bf 
law ;  and  that  upon  the  first,  second,  third* 
and  remanent  days  of  the  months  of  April, 
May,  and  remanent  months  of  the  year 
1674,  of  January,  February,  and  renaneat 
months  1 675, 76, 77,  and  7S,  or  upon  one  or 
other  of  the  days  of  the  years  and  months 
foresaid,  and  to  give  your  oath  npon  the 
verity  thereof;  and  to  hear  yoors^f  decerned 
to  make  payment  of  the  penalties  contained 
in  the  acts  of  parliament,  made  against  the 
crimes  above  specified,  or  otherwise  pro- 
ceeded against,  and    punbhed    therefore: 
with  certification,  if  you  fSul,  you  shall  be 
holden  as  confest:  and  to  hear  and  see 
yourself  decerned  to  give  bond,  that  ye, 
your  tenants  and  others  living  upon  your 
lands,  shall  live  orderly,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  law  hereafter :  and  to  hear  and  see  such 
order  taken  thereanent,  as  appertains,  under 
the  pain  of  rebellion,  and  putting  of  you  to 
the  horn ;  conform  to  the  principal  letten 
in  all  points,  which  are  of  the  date  the  14th 
of  February,  1678. 

"  Per  actum  dominorum  conrmUsioms, 

"Jo.  8cBAW, macer.'* 

Charge  of  lawborrows. 

**  I  Robert  Leitch  messenger,  sheriff  is 
that  part,  by  virtue  of  our  sovereign  lord*i 
letters,  in  his  majesty's  name  and  authority, 

command  and  charge  you who  has 

not  taken  the  bond,  obliging  yourself,  your 
wife,  bairns,  tenants,  cottars,  servants,  and 
others,  that  they  nor  you  shall  not  go  to 
conventicles,  and  the  other  terms  therein 
mentioned,  to  compear  personally  before 
the  lords  of  the  committee  of  his  majesty^ 
privy  council,  met  at  Ayr,  or  wherever  it 
shall  happen  them  to  be  for  the  time,  to 
enact  yourself  in  the  books  of  privy  councily 
that  you,  your  wife,  bairns,  tenanta,  cottars, 
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and  Mrnuits,  shall  keep  his  nuyesty's  peace, 
and  particularly  that  yoa  nor  they  shall  not 
go  to  field  conventicles^  nor  harbour  or 
fnanmniw  with  rcbels  OT  intefcouununed 
peraoiis,  and  that  you  and  they  shall  keep 
the  pcnons,  fiunilies  and  goods  of  the  regular 
minister  or  mimstersy  in  the  pariah  in  which 
you  dwell  and  reside,  harmless,  and  that 
under  the  pain  of  your  doubled  valued 
tent  yearly,  in  caae  of  fiulure :  and  in  name 
and  authority  foresaid,  command  and  charge 
you  to  enact  yourself  in  manner  and  to  the 
efiect  foresaid,  within  six  days  next  after 
thb  my  charge,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion, 
and  putting  you  to  the  horn:  wherein  if  you 
finl,  the  said  space  being  come  and  bygone, 
yoQ  ahall  be  incontinently  thereafter  d^ 
nounced  his  majesty's  rebel,  and  put  to  his 
highneas^s  horn,  for  your  oontemption  and 
disobedience;  conform  to-  the  principal 
lettera  in  all  pobits,  which  are  dated  at 
Holyrood  house,  the  14th  of  February, 
1678^  and  of  his  majesty's  reign  the  SOth 
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**  Per  actum  domnorum  concUU, 
*  RoBXBT  Leitcb,  Messenger." 

It  is  time  now  to  return  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee  at  Ayr.  When  at 
their  desire  matters  are  thus  making  ready 
for  their  woric,  the  19th  and  SOth  of  Feb- 
ruary, at  Ayr,  they  are  in  the  meantime 
forwarding  matters  in  the  shire,  while  the 
Highlanders  and  the  army  are  wasting  and 
depopulating  the  country  round  about  them. 
Upon  the  9th  of  February,  the  committee 
caused  publish  an  act,  commanding  all 
heritors,  Ac  in  the  shire,  to  compear  before 
the  committee,  at  several  diets,  the  18th, 
19th,  20th,  and  21st  mstant,  to  take  the 
bond.  There  were  three  acts  made  for  the 
three  jurisdictions,  Kyle,  Carrick,  and  Cun- 
ningham. A  copy  of  their  act  for  the  first 
will  be  enough  to  be  insert. 

''M  Ayr^  February  9M,  1678. 

**  The  lords  of  the  committee  of  council, 
met  in  the  west  by  commission  from  his 
majesty's  privy  council,  do,  in  obedience  to 
the  said  commission  and  instructions  given 
to  them,  hereby  require  and  command 
all  and  sundry  the  heritors,  liferenters,  and 


landlords,  within  the  parishes  un-  i^im 
derwritten,  and  magbtrates  of  buighs 
royal  within  the  same,  via.  the  magistratea 
and  council  of  the  town  of  Ayr,  and  heritors 
of  the  parish  thereof;  the  heritors  and 
others  foresaid  of  the  parishes  of  Monktoun^ 
Craigie,  Riccartqun,  Auchinleck,  Barnwell, 
Dalrymple,  Symingtoun,  and  Muirkirk,with« 
in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  to  compear  personally 
before  the  lords  of  the  committee,  upon  the 
18th  day  instant,  within  the  tolbooth  of  the 
buigh  of  Ayr :  as  also  the  heritors  and  others 
foresaid,  of  the  parishes  of  Mauchlin,  Old  and 
New  Tarboltoun,  Coiltoun,  Cumnock,  Old 
and  New  Ochiltree^  Dalmellingtoun,  Dun* 
donald,  St.  Quivox,  and  Galstoun,  within  the 
said  shire,  to  compear  personally  the  19th 
instant;  and  then  and  there  to  subscribe 
such  bonds  as  the  committee  shall  appoint, 
for  the  securing  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
country,  and  preserving  the  same  from  dis- 
orders hereafter :  wherein  the  said  persona 
are  not  to  fail,  as  they  will  be  answerable  at 
their  highest  peril;  and  ordain  publication 
to  be  made  hereof,  at  the  market-cross  of 
Ayr,  and  the  respective  parishes  foresaid, 
upon  a  Sabbath  day  afler  divine  service 
that  none  pretend  ignorance. 

Glbncairn, 
Murray, 

CArrHNESS, 

Mar, 


"  Strathmore, 
Airly, 


Linlithgow." 


Accordingly  I  find  intimations  were  made 
by  sherifis'  officers  in  every  parish,  in  the 
terms  of  the  said  act.  I  have  before  me 
just  now  the  citation  of  the  parish  of  Dun* 
donald,  and  another  citation  to  the  heritors 
and  whole  parishioners  of  Dundonald,  to 
meet  at  the  parish  kirk  or  kirk  town  there- 
of, the  13th  day  of  February,  and  bring  with 
them,  their  cottars  and  servants  within  their 
bounds,  as  likewise  their  arms  of  all  sorts, 
muskets,  pistols,  swords,  pikes,  halberts, 
Lochaber  axes,  dirks,  and  the  like,  to  be 
delivered  upon  oath,  on  pain  of  quartering. 
As  likewise  all  the  militia  arms ;  and  I  doubt 
not  the  like  summons  were  given  to  every 
parish  in  the  shire.  And,  February  11th, 
the  committee  published  a  proclamation 
against  harbouring  or  sheltering  such  tenants 
and  cottars  as  should  be  removed  by  their 
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IA7&.  ""^^^'^  ^  °^  taking  the  bond, 
under  the  penalty  of  six  hundred 
pounds  Scots  for  each  tenant,  and  three 
hundred  pounds  for  each  cottar.  This  is  the 
day  when  the  council  emitted  their  proclama- 
tion to  the  same  effect,  without  specifying 
the  fine,  as  we  have  heard ;  so  well  do  the 
two  meetings  jump. 

I  come  forward  to  the  19th,  20th  and 
following  days  of  February,  when  the  heri- 
tors of  Ayrshire  were  before  the  committee. 
A  great  number  appeared,  and  very  few 
took  the  bond,  except  the  earl  of  Dumfiies, 
Auchmannoch,  and  some  few  others  of  no 
great  consideration,  with  the  magistrates  of 
the  town  of  Ayr;  and  for  their  security, 
there  was  a  bond  of  relief  to  the  magbtrates 
and  town-council  drawn  up,  and  signed  by 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  Ayr,  a 
copy  whereof  I  have  inserted  in  a  note.* 
And  I  suppose  the  same  practice  was  used 
in  other  burghs  where  the  magistrates  went 
into  the  bond.  Vast  numbers  refused  the 
signing  of  the  bond  with  the  greatest  stead- 
festness  and  deliberation.  They  made  the 
roost  ample  declarations  of  their  loyalty  to 
his  majesty,  and  begged  that  their  pressing 


•  JBond  of  relief  to  the  magistrates  of  Ayr ,  FA- 
ruarvi  1678. 
Be  it  known  to  all   men   by  thir  present 
letters,  we 

Forasmuch  as  the  magistrates  and  counseUors 
of  the  said  burgh  of  A}t,  have,  by  special  order 
and  command  of  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  bound  and  obliged 
themselves  and  their  successors  in  their  offices, 
that  they,  their  wives,  bairns,  and  servants 
respective,  shall  no  ways  be  present  at  any  con- 
renticles  and  disorderly  meetings  in  time  coming, 
but  shall  live  orderly  in  obedience  to  the  law, 
conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  made  there- 
anent ;  as  also  have  bound  and  obliged  them  that 
the  haill  burgesses  and  inhabitants  within  the 
said  bui^h  respective,  their  wives,  bairns,  and 
servants,  shall  likewise  abstain  and  refrain  from 
the  said  conventicles,  and  other  illegal  meetings 
not  authorized  by  the  law,  and  that  they  shall 
live  orderly  in  obedience  to  the  law ;  and  further, 
that  they  nor  we  shall  not  reset,  supply  nor 
commune  with  forfeited  persons,  intercom- 
muned  ministers,  or  vagrant  preachers,  but  shall 
do  our  utmost  endeavours  to  apprehend  their 
persons ;  and  in  case  we  shall  contravene,  that 
the  said  magistrates  shall  take  and  apprehend 
any  person  or  persons  guilty  thereof,  and  present 
them  to  the  judge  ordinary,  that  they  may  be 
fined  or  imprisoned  therefore,  as  is  provided  in 
the  acts  of  parliament  made  thereanent,  other- 
wise to  remove  them  and  their  families  oat  of 
the  said  buiyh;  and  if  they  fail  therein  they 
0bUg9  tbenudreB  to  be  liabls  to  such  palna  and 
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difficulties  upon  the  bond  now  proposed 
might  not  be  reputed  as  proceeding  from 
any  want  of  respect  to  the  king,  but  from 
the  force  of  what  they  had  to  say  agunst 
the  bond;  and  then  gave  a  hint  at  the 
reasons  which  obliged  them  to  refuse  it: 
that  the  bond  was  in  itsdf  imprestable,  that 
they  knew  no  law  obliging  them  to  engage 
for  their  tenants,  or  to  force  them  to  go 
into  it ;  and  many  other  things  to  this  effect 
Upon  their  refusal  they  had  the  indictment 
above  set  down  delivered  to  them,  to 
answer  in  84  hours  before  the  committee; 
and  the  chai^  of  lawborrows.  One  gentle 
man  with  some  fervour  refusing  the  bond, 
had  his  indictment  and  chaige  given  him  bj 
the  preses  of  the  committee,  with  an  assur- 
ance that  the  Highlanders  who  were  in 
another  gentleman's  land,  who  had  now 
complied,  should  be  presently  removed,  snd 
put  upon  his,  by  and  attour  those  he  bad 
before.  The  gentleman  told  them  he  had 
no  answer  to  that  aigiunent,  and  could  not 
help  it;  that  he  would  answer  his  indict- 
ment the  best  way  he  could,  but  before  he 
would  comply  with  the  lawborrows,  be 
would  go  to    prison. 


Eenalties  as  the  said  delinquents  hare  incurrrd 
y  the  law,  as  the  said  bond  dated  the  18tb  4sy 
of  February  last  at  length  bears :  mnd  seeing  the 
said  magistrates  and  council  hare,  in  obedience 
to  his  majesty's  authority,  and  for  the  good  and 
standing  of  the  said  burgh,  undertaken,  and 
obliged  themselves  for  them  and  their  successors 
in  their  offices,  not  only  for  themselves,  hot  for 
us  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
burgh,  for  their  and  our  r^ular  and  ordoiy 
deportment  in  time  rx>ming ;  and  we  being  most 
desirous  and  ready  ilk  one  of  us,  for  our  own 
selves,  to  give  to  ti^e  said  magistrates  and  eouncil 
such  relief  as  is  proper  and  incumbent  to  a% 
conform  to  the  said  laws  of  the  kingdom  in  this 
particular,  therefore  we  and  ilk  one  of  m  for 
our  own  parts,  bind  and  oblige  us  to  warrant, 
free,  relieve,  and  skaithless  keep  the  said  present 
magistrates  and  council,  and  their  successors  in 
their  offices,  of  their  engagement  and  oblige- 
ment  foresaid,  made  by  them  in  our  behalf,  npoa 
the  sevend  particulars  foresaid,  ilk  ooe  or  us 
respective  for  our  own  parts ;  and  in  case  we  or 
any  of  us  shall  happen  to  contravene  the  oblige-  * 
ment  foresaid,  made  by  the  said  magistratea  ia 
our  behalf,  we  bind  and  oblige  us,  ilk  one  of  us 
for  our  own  parts,  to  warrant,  free,  relieve,  and 
skaithless  keep  the  said  magistratea  and  their 
successors  of  their  obligement  abore-written, 
and  of  all  cost,  skaith,  damage,  or  expenses,  they 
or  their  foresaids  shall  happen  to  sustain  or 
incur  therethrough  in  any  sort,  fcc  with  clauss 
of  registration. 
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Next  day  the  refiisera  were  called  to 
answer  to  their  indictment.  My  lord  Coch- 
rane was  among  the  first  called  upon,  and 
he  sonified  to  them,  that  he  and  others  in 
his  circumstances  could  not  but  be  surprised 
with  the  shortness  of  the  time  they  had 
given  them ;  and  having  a  lawyer  to  plead 
against  them,  he  humbly  pleaded,  it  was 
necessary  their  diet  should  be  prolonged, 
and  they  have  liberty  to  consult  with  advo- 
cates ;  and  seeing  they  were  called  to  depone 
upon  a  crime  that  might  be  capital,  they 
could  not  be  obliged  to  depone :  whereupon 
the  advocate  past  fW>m  that,  and  restricted 
his  libel  to  an  arbitrary  punishment.  My 
lord  urged,  that  it  was  much  to  be  doubted 
how  far  the  advocate's  passing  firom  that  part 
of  the  libel  would  stand ;  and  although  it 
did,  no  defender  by  law  can  be  obliged  to 
g^e  his  oath,  where  the  punishment  may  be 
any  way  corporu  qfflicUva,  quia  nemo  est 
dominus  membrorum  suoruniy  as  very  good 
lawyers  urge.  Upon  this  all  were  removed, 
and  the  lords  gave  their  interlocutor  on 
what  was  propounded.  Imo,  That  as  to 
the  first  defence,  the  council's  diets  were 
peremptory,  and  so  they  must  answer  pre- 
sently. And  as  to  the  other,  2do,  The 
lords  make  an  act,  declaring,  that  whatever 
the  deponents  declared,  should  never  infer 
tapital  punishment.  And  yet  it  will  be 
lound  the  opinion  of  the  best  of  lawyers, 
that  neither  the  declaration  of  the  pursuer, 
the  advocate,  nor  even  of  the  council,  will 
be  sufficient  security  to  depone^  since  hb 
majesty  and  the  public  interest  can  never 
be  prejudged  by  any  declaration  .'of  bis 
officers. 

When  my  lord  is  called  in,  and  the  lords' 
mind  delivered  to  him,  and  he  urged  to 
give  his  oath  upon  the  libel,  he  propounded 
another  defence,  that  by  act  of  council, 
October  5th  last,  all  libels  against  conven- 
ticles are  to  be  restricted  to  a  month  back- 
wards, and  none  is  bound  to  swear  but  for 
himself;  and  these  who  are  ready  to  purge 
themselves  by  their  oath,  from  their  own 
guilt,  are  not  to  have  any  bond  presented 
them.  My  lord  was  asked.  If  he  had  an 
extract  of  that  act :  he  said.  Not,  but  it  was 
well  enough  known,  and  referred  the  matter 
to  the  personal  knoirledge  of  the  lords  and 
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the  advocate.  The  advocate  de- 
clared he  knew  nothing  of  it;  upon 
which  my  lord  referred  the  matter  to  the 
clerk's  oath.  He  was  again  removed,  and  the 
lords  gave  for  answer,  that  they  remem- 
bered of  no  such  act  of  council,  and  they 
would  not  oblige  thdr  clerk  to  depone  in 
that  matter.  Upon  my  lord  Cochrane's 
being  called  in  again,  he  was  acquainted  with 
their  interlocutor,  and  was  again  urged  to 
depone,  or  be  holden  as  confest :  and  after 
some  explanations  allowed  upon  the  libel, 
he  gave  his  oath,  that  he  was  firee  of  con- 
venticles, and  all  his  servants,  to  his  know- 
ledge. Then  some  new  queries  were  offered 
him,  which  he  refused  to  answer,  they  not 
being  in  his  libel,  and  craved  the  lords* 
answer  upon  this  defence :  and  they  gave  it, 
that  he  was  not  obliged  to  dq)one  upon  any 
thing  not  contained  in  his  libel,  and  so 
adjourned  till  the  afternoon.  I  have  given 
this  large  account  of  their  rigorous  procedure 
with  this  excellent  person,  from  letters  writ 
by  one  who  was  present  at  the  whole,  now 
before  me;  and  I  shall  be  but  short  upon 
the  rest,  because  they  ran  much  in  the  same 
strain  with  them :  and  others  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  shire  insisted  much  on  the  same 
things,  and  received  the  same  treatment. 
Afternoon,  the  lord  Cathcart,  Sir  John 
Cochrane,  and  the  laird  of  Cesnock,  being 
called,  refused  the  bond,  insisting  upon  the 
same  heads  my  lord  Cochrane  urged :  and 
the  laird  of  Kilbimie  did,  in  a  particular 
manner,  urge  the  act  of  council  above  spoken 
of,  October  5th.  The  lords  told  him,  they 
knew  of  no  such  act :  he  offered  to  produce 
a  copy  of  iL  The  lords  would  not  receive 
it,  and  said,  if  there  yraa  any  such  act,  it  was 
taken  away  by  posterior  acts  of  council. 
Kilbimie  offered  to  take  instruments  upon 
his  offer  of  production.  The  earl  of  Caith- 
ness, for  some  time,  hindered  him  fix>ra  taldng 
instruments,  by  insisting  on  the  danger  there 
was  in  so  doing;  but  when  he  could  not 
prevail,  he  procured  a  sudden  adjournment 
of  that  sederunt,  to  prevent  him. 

In  the  after  diets,  all  who  were  present 
being  severally  threatened  with  exorbitant 
fines,  confinement,  double  quartering,  and 
imprisonment,  if  they  persisted  in  their  re- 
fiiMd  to  depone,  were  com^^od  at  l«Qi^<bL 
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to  answer  all  the  articles  of  their 
indictment,  confessing  or  denying 
according  to  their  innocence  or  guilt,  and 
the  derk  marked  what  they  said  severally; 
yea,  so  peremptory  were  the  committee  in  the 
matter,  that  a  young  lord  having  the  bond  pre- 
sented to  him,  and  advancing  as  his  defence, 
that  he  could  not  take  it  in  respect  he  is  minor, 
and  his  friends  have  the  management  of  his 
estate,  and  the  power  of  putting  in  or  out 
tenants,  for  whom  in  reason  he  could  not 
be  answerable ;  yet  the  lords  gave  him  his 
chaige  with  the  rest.  Notwithstanding  of 
all  this  rigour,  they  prevuled  with  none  in 
the  shire  of  Ayr  to  sign  the  bond,  but  these 
named,  and  a  very  few  petty  heritors ;  where- 
as the  earls  of  Cassils  and  Loudon,  the  lords 
Montgomery,  Cochrane,  Cathcart,  Baigeiiy, 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  and  heri- 
tors, and  the  whole  town  of  Irvine,  did 
peremptorily  refuse.  Whereupon,  accord- 
ing to  orders,  they  came  all  to  be  denounced 
the  king's  rebels,  and  to  be  put  to  the  horn. 
I  hear  those  gallant  patriots  offered  a 
security  for  themselves  and  tenants,  which 
went  a  great  length,  and  was  teroied  a  rati- 
habition ;  but  I  have  no  distinct  accounts  of 
it,  and  can  only  tell  the  reader  it  was  refused. 
There  is  scarce  any  more  come  to  my  hand, 
of  the  procedure  of  the  committee  at  Ayr, 
save  that  by  their  orders  several  gentlemen 
in  Carrick  were  summarily  imprisoned ;  and 
upon  the  22d  of  February,  the  committee 
issued  out  a  proclamation,  "  commanding 
all  heritors  and  landlords,  who  have  not 
signed  the  bond,  to  put  out  of  their  posses- 
sion all  horses  above  the  value  of  fifly  pounds 
Scots,  betwixt  and  the  1st  of  March  next, 
and  all  tenants  or  servants  to  do  the  like, 
betwixt  and  the  1st  of  May  next,  under  the 
pain  of  forfeiting  the  horse,  and  payment  of 
a  hundred  pounds  Scots  for  each  horse  or 
mare  above  the  said  value."  This  proclama- 
tion was  most  rigorous,  and  not  only  dis- 
abled the  country  entirely  for  their  own 
defence,  but  likewise  for  necessary  labour, 
manuring  the  ground,  and  commerce. 

While  the  committee  are  thus  employed, 

the  militia  and   Highlanders  were  to  the 

utmost  ravaging  Kyle,  Carrick,  and  Cun- 

ingham,  where  they  committed  the  most 

aotorioua  outrages,  wounded  find  ^smem- 
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bered    some    persons  without    the    least 
shadow  of  provocation;  and  1  do  aot  find, 
but,  generally  ^leaking,  the  few  heritors  and 
tenants  who  took  the  bood,  suffered  much 
the  same  with  those  who  refiised  it»  for  the 
Highlanders    sent    to   execute  the  laws, 
spared  nobody,  and    acted  without  rule, 
which  might  easily  have  been  guessed  at 
before  their  coming.     And  it  is  a  dream- 
stance  strange  enough,  and  some  way  be- 
yond expectation,  that  the  poor  oppressed 
people  were  so  quiet,  and  patiently  endured 
the  spoiling  of  their  goods,  and  other  out- 
rages done  to  their  persons ;  that  the  com- 
mittee and  army  were  not  disturbed  with  so 
much  as  a  false  alarm,  except  once,  when, 
without  all  shadow  of  ground,  it  was  talked, 
that  a  number  of  people  were  gathered  to- 
gether upon  the  hills  about  Fenwick  ronir, 
and  in  arms.    This  was  so  hr  credited,  that 
about  two  or  three  hundred  were  chosen  out 
of  the  army  to  go  hither  in  all  haste,  and 
when  they  came,  th^  found  thdr  comrades 
lying  in  all  security  up  and  down  any  houses 
that  were  thereabout,  never  having  heard 
of  any  such  matter ;  and  so  they  had  nothing 
to  fight  with  but  their  own  shadows,  and 
herds  of  cattle.      But  about  the   22d  of 
February,  an  express  came  to  Ayr  from  the 
council,  which  was  said  to  be  very  dissatis- 
fying to  the  most  part  of  the  lords;  the  con- 
tents were  kept  secret ;  but  it  was  rumoured, 
it  contained  orders  to  send  off  the  High- 
landers.    I  shall  now  give  what  ofiers  from 
the  council  records,  since  I  broke  off.    Upon 
the  18th  of  February,  the  council  are  in- 
formed, '*  That  upon  information  some  men 
were  risen  in  arms  in  Fenwick,  the  com- 
mittee had  sent  out  a  party,  but  none  ap- 
peared, neither  could  they  learn  that  any 
had  been  there  in  arms.    They  are  fiirther 
informed,  that  several  days  had  been  spent 
in  disarming  the  country  upon   oath,  and 
good  numbers  of  arms  had  been  brought  in ; 
that  the  meeting-houses  had  been  demolish- 
ed."    The  same  day  the  coundl  order  the 
Highlanders  to  be  dismissed  and  sent  home 
to  their  houses ;  and  they  appoint  the  militia 
of  Mid-Lothian,  East-Lothian,  Peebles,  and 
Linlithgow,  to  march  towards  Gla^ow  in 
their  room.    And,  Fdiruary  26th,  a  letter 
^coxDM  &om  the  committee  to  the  council, 
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dearin^  girrisoAs  may  be  i^ipointed  when 
the  Highlanders  remofey  which  is  granted; 
and  the  coondl  order  the  earl  of  Cassils  to 

• 

aeod  in  lists  of  the  persons  who  built  the 
raeeiing-houses  in  Carrick,  which  are  now 
dcmoliriied.  And,  npon  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  committee  are  appointed  to  in- 
tunate  to  the  town  of  Irvine,  that  thej  must 
find  persons  fit  to  serve  in  the  magistracy, 
who  are  willing  to  take  the  allegiance,  de- 
claration, and  sign  the  bond,  otherwise  lose 
their  privUeges,  and  that  against  a  prefixed 
day.  At  the  same  diet  the  council  pass  an 
act  as  to  the  city  of  Glasgow.  **  The  lords 
of  council  hettby  impower  the  magistrates  of 
Glasgow,  to  rive  the  burgess  and  guild- 
brother  tickets  of  all  sach  as  refuse  to  take 
the  bond  for  relief  of  the  magistrates,  these 
being  privileges,  depending  npon  his  majesty's 
free  pleasure  and  should  not  be  enjoyed  by 
anch  as  are  disorderly,  especially  in  burghs, 
wliere  such  disorders  are  looked  upon  as 
moat  dangerous :  that  they  approve  of  their 
turning  out  — —  Marshal  from  the  conn- 
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cil,  for  refusing  this;  and  recommend  to 
them  to  turn  all  out  of  council  who  refuse 
the  bond."  The  same  act  is  passed  with 
respect  to  Stirling.  Upon  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  council  recommends  to  the  com- 
mittee to  burden  none  who  have  signed  the 
bond,  with  provision  for  the  garrisons'.  And, 
Bfarch  Ist,  a  letter  comes  from  the  com- 
mittee, signifying  that  they  have  appointed 
garrisons  in  Blairquhan  and  Barskimming, 
and  Cessnock  in  Kyle,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  foot  and  forty  horse  in  the  first,  and 
fifty  foot  and  ten  horse  in  the  other  two 
houses. 

I  find  by  a  letter  writ  by  a  person  of  very 
good  intelligence  fit>m  Edinburgh,  February 
89th,  that  this  business  of  the  garrisons  had 
its  rise  fi'om  a  letter  from  the  regular  clergy 
in  ^be  west,  to  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow, 
wherein  they  signify,  that  they  may  come 
away  from  their  charges  as  soon  as  the  host 
comes  eastward,  if  garrisons  be  not  settled. 
Thb  letter  of  theirs  I  have  not  seen,  but  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  referred  unto  in  another 
letter,  which  my  copy  of  it  bears,  was  writ 
by  the  presbytery  of  Ayr  to  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow,  in  the  end  of  February  this 
yev,  which  I  here  insert 
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*  May  it  please  your  grace, 
"  If  we  had  received  your  grace's 
answer  to  our  last  letter,  we  possibly  could 
have  given  your  grace  a  better  information  of 
affiurs  than  now  we  can;  but,  my  lord,  we 
thooght  it  our  duty  to  transmit  to  your 
grace  our  humble  opinion  of  several  occur- 
rences. 1st,  The  great  and  leading  men 
in  this  country  are  all  gone  into  Edinburgh; 
and  expect  to  be  sheltered  there;  therefiore 
it  is  fit  they  be  severely  dealt  with,  sought 
after,  and  forced  to  obedience,  otherwise 
the  commonalty,  who  absolutely  depend 
i^pon  them,  will  never  be  brought  to  con- 
formity. 2dly,  The  indulged  ministers  must 
be  stinted  of  their  liberty,  and  some  new  tie 
laid  upon  them,  or  they  absolntdy  removed; 
for  let  people  say  what  they  wiU,  most 
of  these  disorders  flow  fitmi  them.  3dly, 
That  the  leading  men  of  this  country  now 
at  Edinburgh,  be  not  protected  by  the  coun- 
cil, but  taken  and  sent  hither;  fi>r  the  com- 
mittee think  their  credit  highly  concerned 
in  it :  if  after  they  have  been  at  the  pains  of 
prosecuting  them  this  length,  the  council  do 
protect  them,  it  will  be  a  great  discourage- 
ment to  them  in  their  procedure  for  the 
future.  4th1y,  The  garrisons  appointed  here 
are  but  three,  and  too  weakly  manned,  and 
they  are  too  far  from  the  heart  of  the  shire, 
and  it  will  be  fit  two  hundred  men  be  left 
in  garrison  at  Ayr.  This  is  the  humble 
opinion  of  your  grace's  most  humble  and 
obedient  sons  in  the  Lord." 

This  letter  needs  no  commentary,  it 
speaks  out  the  genuine  spirit  of  the  regular 
clergy,  and  confirms  whet  has  been  often 
remarked,  that  the  prelates  and  their  under- 
lings were  very  deep  in  all  those  rigorous 
courses.  At  thb  time  I  find  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow  goes  up  to  court,  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  informations  of  the  oppressed 
noblemen  and  gentlemen ;  and  I  have  before 
me  a  draught  of  an  address  to  the  king, 
sent  up  with  him.  In  all  the  copies  I  have 
seen,  it  is  joined  with  the  above  letter,  but 
I  shall  not  say  it  came  from  the  same  meet- 
ing, since  it  does  not  expressly  bear  it ;  but 
I  suspect  it  may,  and  perhaps  docs  refer  to 
the  former  memorial  or  letter.  As  it  is  I 
insert  it. 
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1678  **  ^^  ^^  please  your  most  sacred 
majesty.  The  danger  this  church  is 
exposed  unto  in  the  present  circumstances, 
which  are  such  as  threaten  the  dissolution 
thereof  hath  necessitate  us,  in  the  dischai^ 
of  our  duty,  to  desire  the  lord  archhishop  of 
Glasgow,  humhly  to  address  your  royal  pre- 
sence, and  to  ofo  unto  your  princely  consid- 
eration, how  inconsistent  the  violent  and 
irregular  courses  of  those  who  rent  the 
church,  (and  prosecute  us,  for  no  other 
reason  but  that  of  our  absolute  and  entire 
dependence  on  your  majesty's  authority,) 
are,  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  your 
majesty's  crown  and  goyemment,  as  well  as 
with  the  safety  of  your  people,  and  the 
reverence  due  to  religion ;  for  no  other  end, 
but  that  your  majesty's  authority  may  be 
vindicated  and  rescued  from  the  persecution 
of  the  open  disturbers  of  the  church,  and 
thdr  abettors,  who,  for  their  own  ends, 
endeavour  to  constrain  the  people,  and  to 
ddMiuch  them  equally  from  their  loyalty  as 
their  religion,  as  your  majesty  will  more  fully 
perceive,  by  a  memorial  to  be  offered  to  your 
majesty  at  your  conveniency,  herewith  senL" 
I  know  no  fruther  about  this  application 
from  the  clergy  to  the  king  at  this  time, 
than  is  contained  in  this  paper.  Before  I 
return  to  the  procedure  of  the  committee, 
I  shall  take  notice  of  a  few  more  hints  I 
find  in  the  letter  I  made  use  of  just  now, 
from  a  good  hand,  Edinburgh,  February 
29th,  which  I  meet  not  with  elsewhere. 
The  gentlemen  tells  his  friend,  that  two 
troops  of  the  East  and  West  Lothian  militia 
had  got  twenty  da}V  pay  advanced,  and 
their  officers  were  resolved  to  pay  for  every 
thing,  but  the  soldiers  were  the  very  worst 
3f  men,  any  sober  persons,  who  had  no 
mind  to  go,  put  any  they  could  get  in  their 
room.  He  adds,  that  a  letter  of  thanks 
was  come  from  the  king  to  the  council,  for 
their  care  to  put  the  laws  against  disturbers 
of  the  peace  into  execution,  and  orders  the 
bond  to  be  pressed  on  all  with  care,  and 
garrisons  to  be  settled  where  it  is  refused,  at 
the  charges  of  the  refusers.  He  says,  there 
is  an  overture  here  (at  Edinburgh)  on  foot 
nmong  the  heritors  of  Clydesdale,  Ayr,  and 
Renfrew,  to  offer  to  the  council  to  suppress 
Seld  conventiclea,  which  yet  others  \h\nk  \b 
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too  hard  to  be  engaged  in :  there  are  a  great 
many  of  them  here,  but  nothing  is  yet  con- 
cluded. The  advocates,  yesterday,  (Feb- 
ruary 88th,)  had  a  peremptory  command 
from  the  lords  of  session  to  take  the  bond, 
as  the  last  diet  it  would  be  in  their  ofler, 
with  certification  of  deposition  if  they  refiis- 
ed :  there  are  about  fifty  have  taken  ft.  It 
is  talked  by  some  who  would  have  it  so^ 
that  the  chief  in  the  house  beiog  a^ed,  if 
there  wbs  any  law  for  it,  by  some  gentlemeD 
concerned;  their  answer  was,  there  was 
none,  but  they  minded  not  to  be  martyrs 
for  any  civil  privil^e.  Sir  George  Lock- 
hart  has  not  yet  taken  it,  hia  lady  being 
lately  dead.  The  writen  to  the  signet  hafe 
all  taken  it,  but  six  or  seven.  Aigyle,  the 
president,  and  Cra^e,  are  seeking  to  have 
the  lawborrows  altered,  and  made  easier,  viz. 
each  master  of  a  family  to  engage  for  them- 
selves and  family,  that  in  case  their  fiunilies 
transgress,  they  shall  dekte  them  to  the 
judge  ordinary  for  their  exonoation.  It  is 
thou^t  the  committee  will  proceed  the 
same  way  in  Clydesdale  and  Renfirew  as  in 
Ayr.  llie  magistrates  of  Irvme  are  to  be 
cited  before  the  council,  having  refused  the 
bond,  for  officiating  these  years  bygone 
without  taking  the  declaradon. 

To  return  now  to  the  west  countf}*; 
the  committee,  in  prosecution  of  the  coun- 
cil's appointment,  towards  the  end  of  Feh- 
ruary,  order  the  Highlanders  home.  Ex- 
perience let  our  managers  see,  that  the  west 
country  would  neither  sign  the  bond,  nor 
yet  rise  in  arms,  as  the  prelates  expected, 
but  were  patient  under  all  the  arbitrary 
courses  taken  with  them ;  and  some  of  them 
began  to  be  ashamed  they  had  tried  an 
experiment,  as  ineffectual  for  its  designed 
end,  as  odious  in  itself:  and  as  it  was  never 
tried  before,  so  I  hope  it  shall  never  be 
attempted  afterwards.  So  after  the  High- 
landers had  wasted  the  country,  though 
they  liked  their  quarters  very  well,  yet  they 
marched  off,  except  five  hundred,  who,  with 
the  Angus  militia  and  standing  forces*  con- 
tinued till  the  end  of  April,  when  orders 
came  to  dismiss  them.  When  the  High- 
landers went  back,  one  would  have  thought 
they  had  been  at  the  sacking  of  some 
\\)e^f^^  XA^ti^b^  their  baggi^  and  luggage. 
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Thej  were  loaded  with  spoil:  tb^  carried 
ftwaj  a  great  many  hones,  and  no  small 
quantity  of  goods  out  of  merchants'  shops, 
whole  wdM  of  linen  and  woollen  cloth,  some 
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steps  our  country  was  fbrmeriy  led    .^^^ 
into  that  execrable  rebellion,  and 
did,  with  regret,  see,  that  some  courses 
lately  taken  in  seyeral  disaffected  shires,  did 


silTcr  [date  bearing  the  names  and  arms  of  resemble  too  much  the  beginnings  of  these 


gentlemen.    You  would  have  seen   them 
with  loads  of  bed  dothes,  carpets,  men  and 
women's  wearing  clothes,  pots,  pans,  grid- 
irons, shoes,  and  other  furniture,  whereof 
€bej  had  pillaged  the  country :  and  two  of 
their  colonels.  Airly  and  Strathmore,  are 
aaid  to  have  sent  home  great  smns  of  money, 
which   could  not  all  be  the  produce  of 
their  pay;  and  no  great  wonder,  when  fW>m 
one  country  parish  by  calculation  it  was 
found,  that  one  way  and  another  a  thousand 
pounds  sterling  had  been  enacted  and  got. 
In  their  return  homeward,  they  continued 
to    take    free    quarter,  and  this  without 
restraint,  except  that  now  and  then  a  few 
country  people,  without  arms,  would  set 
upon  some  of  them,  after  they  were  dis- 
banded, and  retook  their  own  goods,  with- 
out taking  any  thing  but  what  belonged  to 
themsdves.    I  am  further  told  by  one  who 
was  present,  that  the  students  at  the  coll^ 
of  Glasgow,  and  other  youths  in  town  with 
them,  stopt  the  bridge  of  Glasgow,  the  river 
being  hig^,  against  near  two  thousand  of 
them;  neither  did  they  permit  them  to  pass, 
till  they  had  delivered  the  spoil  they  carried 
with  them,  and  only  forty  of  them  were 
allowed  to  pass  at  once,  and  conveyed  out 
at  the  west  port,  and  not  suffered  to  go 
through  the  town;  that  the  custom-house 
was  near  by  filled  with  pots,  pans,  bed  dothes, 
wearing  clothes,  nigg  coats,  gray  cloaks,  and 
the  like:  but,  unless  it  was  in  the  parish  of 
Campsie,  where  one  of  the  Highlanders  was 
killed,  I  do  not  hear  of  any  other  resistance 
made  any  where.     Thb  is  all  come  to  my 
hand,  as  to  the  procedure  of  the  Highland 
host  and  committee,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr, 
and  I  cannot  better  sum  it  up  than  in  the 
council's  own  account  of  it  to  the  king,  in 
their    letter,  March  6th,  which   I  insert, 
though  much  of  the  matter  of  it  hath  been 
already  set  down. 

**  May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty. 


unhappy  times,  we  did  endeavour,  by  a  con- 
stant application,  to  rechum  and  punish  such 
as,  under  the  fidse  designs  of  conscience  and 
law,  poisoned  your  subjects;  and  we  did 
particularly  invite  and  impower  the  shires  of 
Ayr  and    Renfrew,  to  secure  the   peace 
against  these  growing  insolendes,  and  were 
resolved  to  have  taken  the  same  methods 
with  those  of  other  shires :  but  findings  by 
the  answers  of  these  shires,  that  they  re- 
solved to  force  your  majesty  to  a  new  indul- 
gence, where  probably  they  would  not  have 
stopt,  if  force  could   have  prevailed,  we 
resolved  to  make  no  more  addresses  to 
other  shires,  lest  they  might  have    been 
influenced  by  thdr  example^  and  so  the 
faction  might  have   grown,  and  appeared 
considerable.    Whereupon,  it  having  been 
thought  high  time  to  acquaint  your  majesty 
with  the  true  state  of  this  kingdom,  your 
majesty,  by  your  royal  letter,  dated  the  1 1th 
of  December,  declared  you  were  resolved 
no  more  to  suffer  that  daily  increase  of 
rebellion,  and  did,  for  preventing  thereof, 
order  us  to  employ  such  forces,  as  some  of 
your  good  subjects  here  would  add  volun- 
tarily to  your  own  standing  forces,  and  those 
of  the  militia,  thereby  to  pluck  up  the  very 
roots  of  these  rebdiious  courses.      And 
thereupon  we  granted  commission,  to  such 
noblemen  as  ofiered  their  service  to  us,  for 
levying  their  tenants  and  vassals,  and  im- 
powered  both  them  and  the  officers  of  your 
militia,  to  quarter  in  those  countries,  which 
had  suffered  these  field  conventicles,  declared 
by  your  laws  to  be  the  rendezvouses  of  rebd- 
lion,  and  had  suffered  declared  traitors,  and 
intercomrouned  rebels,  to  fi^uent  their  juris- 
dictions.   And  that  your  majesty's  service 
might  be  effectually  prosecuted,  we  granted 
the  commissions  and  instructions  herewith 
sent,  to  a  very  considerable  conmiittee  of  our 
number,  who  quartered  your  majesty's  forces, 
first  in  that  shire  of  Ayr,  who  had  refused  to 
secure  the  peace ;  for  securing  of  which  we 
"  When  we,  who  have  the  honour  to  be    caused  draw  a  bond,  to  be  presented  to  the 
vour  council  here,  considered  by  what  fatal    heritors  and  liferenters  within  this  kingdom : 
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onlj  dangacooiy  when  tlragrfek  alicttd,Mid 
whea  ddniiotia  in  opinioii  form  iheouelTes 
into^  and  mix  tfaemadves  vitb  fiction  and 
humoroua  oppoahioa  to  aulhorityy  of  whkh 
your  majealy  has  of  late  had  too  ooanadog 
proofe.  Thk  being  the  true  atato  of  your 
mi^eaty'a  affidra,  and  our  endearoun^  which 
aome  are  pleaaed  to  represent  to  your 
people,  aa  wanting  jour  appiobatioii,  or  as 
done  without  your  apedal  knowledge,  though 
we  hare  managed  that  apedal  tniat  com- 
mitted to  ua,  acrcording  to  law,  and  the 
power,  and  within  the  limita  preacribed  ta 
us  by  your  royal  letter;  yet  we  thought  it 
our  duty  to  subject  them  and  ooraelves  to 
your  majesty's  royal  determinaiioo,  that  we 
may  be  both  strengthened  and  directed 
thereby,  being  only  then  satisfied  with  our- 
selves, when  owned  by  your  majesty,  u, 
may  it  please  your  majesty,  your  most 
fiutbibV'  &c 

This  letter  needs  no  obserfations,  the 
matter  of  k  has  been  akeady  considered, 
and  the  groundlessness  of  the  iil  natured 
insinoations  in  it,  which  are  now  comraoa 
style,  discovered.  Its  plain  intent  is,  bjr  a 
fawning  submission,  to  get  the  king's  appro* 
betion  to  their  rigorous  proceedings,  which 
they  land  all  upon  himself,  though  it  was 
they  who  impeCrate  the  letter  they  speak  of, 
from  him.     This  they  got  as  we  shall  hear. 

It  is  now  time  to  give  some  account  of  the 
procedure  of  the  council  and  committee,  in 
the  month  of  March,  and  after  the  High- 
landers are  sent  home,  laden  with  the 
plunder  of  the  west  country.  Upon  the 
Ist  of  March,  another  letter  is  read  in 
council,  from  the  committee,  giving  an 
account,  that  they  have  charged  all  who 
have  not  taken  the  bond,  with  lawborrows, 
and  they  have  sent  in  lists  to  the  council, 
that,  as  soon  as  the  day  elapsea,  they  may 
be  denounced ;  but  withal  signify,  that  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  charged,  are  not  at 
their  houses,  but  come  into  Edinburgh,  and 
that  all  the  rest  design  to  follow ;  and  thus 
that  part  of  the  council's  instructions,  for 
apprehending  the  chief  persons  concerned, 
will  be  disappointed.  They  add,  that  the 
whole  heritors  in  Renfrew  and  Lanark  are 
charged  with  lawborrows.  About  the 
Jealoused;  tumultuary  rabbles  Vicing  ihctv  (begjianing  of  March,  my  lord  Cochran,  the 


lATR.  ""^  ^^^^  ^^  might  aee  there  was 
nothing  offered  to  them  wliich  was 
BOt  in  itaelf  legal  as  well  as  fit,  the  same 
was  taken  unanimously  by  all  the  members 
of  your  majattfs  privy  council,  senators  of 
the  college  of  justice,  commisaioners  of  your 
treasury,  lords  of  your  exchequer,  and  by  all 
the  advocates,  writers,  and  other  servants 
who  depended  upon  these  courts ;  except  by 
•ome  few  advocates,  who  being  every  way 
hiconsiderable,  were  debarred  from  their 
employment.  But  this  bond  being  pre- 
sented to  the  heritors  and  burghs  within  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  and  many  of  them  having 
refused,  we  did,  by  act  of  council,  ordain  the 
refusers  to  be  charged  with  lawborrows, 
that  is  to  say,  to  secure  the  peace  in  manner 
mentioned  in  the  act  herewith  sent ;  and  did 
ordain  the  burgesses,  in  some  suspected 
towns,  who  refused  to  have  their  buigess- 
tickets  cancelled  and  destroyed,  debarring 
them  fi^m  all  trade  and  commerce;  con- 
coving  that  such  who  would  not  secure 
your  peace,  ought  not  to  enjoy  such  large 
privileges  by  your  free  bounty.  But  lest 
the  tenants  of  such  who  obeyed,  should  run 
into  these  who  would  not  obKge  them  to 
live  peacably  and  orderly,  we,  by  a  procla- 
mation, discharged  them  to  be  reset  without 
a  testificate  from  their  former  master,  or 
the  minister  of  the  parish  where  they  lived. 
These  disorderly  shires  were  also  disarmed, 
and  garrisons  placed  in  some,  and  to  be 
placed  in  other  houses,  who  aie  to  be 
furnished  with  coal,  candle,  &c.  by  such  as 
refuse  to  secure  the  peace.  Your  service 
being  fully  despatched  in  Ayr,  your  com- 
mittee are  to  come  to  Lanark,  where  they 
are  resolved  to  settle  the  shires  of  Renfrew, 
Dunbarton,  and  Lanark,  in  the  former 
method  :  and  to  the  end  your  majesty  may 
know  who  will  refuse  to  secure  your  peace 
in  all  the  shires,  we  are  resolved  to  send 
the  bond  to  all  other  shires :  of  which  your 
majesty  may  expect  a  constant  account  from 
time  to  time.  We  are  fully  convinced  that 
the  meaner  sort  would  not  dare  to  appear 
in  such  open  insolencics,  if  they  were  not 
encoiu'aged  by  persons  of  greater  eminency, 
and  who,  by  how  much  they  are  the  more 
considerable,  are  so  much  the  more  to  be 
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laird  of  KUbiraie,  and  some  other  genUemen, '  to  report  an  account  to  the  com- 
aflfered  a  petition  to  the  council,  for  a  8ua» 
pension  of  the  chaise  of  lawborrows  for 
some  little  dme,  till  they  deliberate  better 
on  this  matter.  The  letter  before  me,  firon 
which  I  have  this  account,  dated  March 
7th,  says,  *'  All  things  are  managed  with  such 
aecrecy,  that  it  is  not  known  what  answer 
ia  given."  By  the  records  I  find,  that, 
llarch  7th,  the  council  signify  to  the  com- 
mittee, *'  That  they  will  receive  no  petition 
from  the  gentlemen  come  to  Edinbuigh, 
and  that  they  had  commanded  them  by 
proclamation  to  remove.*'  Meanwhile,  at 
Ayr,  the  committee  come  to  pass  their  act 
^nent  garrisons  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  which  is 
not  long,  and  I  insert  it  here,  together  witii 
the  consequents  of  it.    The  act  follows. 


"  At  Ayr^  March  UK  1678. 

**  The  lords  of  the  committee  of  the  coun- 
cil met  in  the  west,  by  commission  from 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  in  pursuance  of 
their  commands,  appointing  garrisons  in  the 
afaire  of  Ayr,  and  jurisdictions  within  the 
aame,  having  ordained  garrisons  to  be  in  the 
places  following,  viz.  in  the  house  of  Blair- 
quhan  in  Carrick,  of  a  hundred  foot  and 
twenty  horse ;  another  in  Barskimming,  of 
fifty  foot  and  ten  horse;  a  third  in  Cesnock, 
of  the  same  number;  and  appointed  the 
committee  to  call  for  and  ordain  the  com- 
missioners of  the  ezcbe  of  the  said  shire,  to 
provide  pots,  pans,  and  other  necessaries  to 
the  said  garrisons ;  and,  in  obedience  to  a 
missive  directed  to  the  said  commissioners 
by  the  said  committee,  some  of  them  having 
this  day  appeared,  who  were  appointed  to 
provide  these  necessaries,  the  said  lords 
have  thought  fit  hereby  to  give  warrant  to 
the  said  commissioners  present,  to  call  and 
eonvene  the  rest  of  the  commissioners 
idxsent,  \jo  meet  at  Ayr,  the  7th  of  March 
instant,  and,  with  all  diligence,  to  go  about 
the  providing  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
rix  beds,  twenty-four  pots,  as  many  pans, 
two  hundred  and  forty  spoons,  sixty  timber 
dishes,  as  many  timber  cups,  and  forty 
timber  stoups,  and  to  distribute  them  to  the 
said  garrisons  proportionally,  conform  to 
the  number  of  men;  also  to  provide  coal 
and  candle  for  the  garrisons  respective,  and 


fiiittee  of  their  obedience  herein, 
upon  the  8th  instant,  as  they  will  be 
answerable.  And  it  is  hereby  declared, 
that  no  heritor  within  the  said  bounds,  who 
have  taken  the  bond,  to  be  burdened  with  any 
part  of  the  expense  of  the  said  garrisons. 

'*  SnuTHMOftB^    Glekcairn, 
Airly,  Murray, 

Caithness,        Linuthgow.*' 

Whether  the  meeting  was  full  on  the  Sth^ 
and  refosed,  or  not  so  full  as  they  inclined^ 
I  know  not ;  but,  I  find,  on  the  9th  of  March^ 
the  committee  pass  another  act  on  this 
subject 

At  Ayr^  March  9lh,  1678. 

"  The  lords  of  the  committee,  having 
received  his  majesty's  privy  council  their 
commands,  appointing  them  to  call  the  com- 
missioners of  excise  within  the  sliire  of  Ayr, 
and  jurisdictions  thereof^  that  they,  with 
them,  might  set  prices  upon  all  the  necessary 
provisions,  such  as,  meat  and  drink  for  sol- 
diers, horse  meat,  and  other  necessaries  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  garrisons,  and  ap- 
pointing the  committee  to  lay  their  com- 
mands upon  the  said  commissioners,  to  be 
careful  that  the  foresaid  necessaries  be  pro- 
vided, and  carried  in  to  the  said  garrisons 
for  their  money,  at  the  prices  set  down  by 
the  committee;  and,  besides  coal,  candle, 
bedding,  pots,  pans,  which  are  to  be  furnished 
them  without  money,  as  is  ordinary  in  such 
cases ;  certifying  the  said  commissioners,  if 
they  shall  fail  in  causing  provide  and  carry 
the  said  necessary  provisions  to  the  garri- 
sons, daily,  from  time  to  time,  the  officers 
and  soldiers  shall  be  allowed  to  take  the 
same  firom  the  next  adjacent  places,  at  these 
rates,  except  the  lands  of  privy  counsellors, 
and  those  employed  in  his  majesty's  service^ 
or  such  as  have  taken  or  shall  take  the  bond. 
The  foresaid  lords  do,  in  prosecution  of  the 
council's  commands  aforesaid,  ordfun  the 
clerks  to  the  commissioners  of  the  sfud  shire, 
to  call  and  convene  the  said  commissioners, 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  to  meet  at  Ayr,  the 
12th  day  of  March,  by  ten  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon,  to  set  down  prices,  and  take 
order  for  furnishing  the  said  garrisons :  with 


416 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


1678. 


eertifieatioii,  the  officers  and  sol- 
dien  will  be  allowed  to  take  these 
necessaries  from  the  next  adjacent  places, 
with  the  rates  to  be  set  down  by  the  com- 
mittee, conform  to  the  council's  warrant 

"^  Subscribed  ut  ti^raJ* 

The  commissioners  of  excise  did  not  meet 
upon  the  12th,  the  most  of  them  were 
persons  who  had  refused  the  bond,  and 
besides,  they  would  not  so  far  homologate 
the  iniquitous  imposition  of  garrisons  in  time 
of  peace,  as  to  be  active  in  providing  them ; 
and  the  very  same  reasons  almost  which 
hindered  them  from  taking  the  bond,  weighed 
with  them  in  thb  case :  therefore  the  com- 
mittee do  this  business  by  themselves  in 
their  act  this  day,  which  follows. 

«  At  Ayr,  March  12M,  1678. 

**  The  lords  of  the  committee  having,  by 
order  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  caused 
warn  the  commissioners  of  excise  in  the 
shire  of  Ayr,  to  meet  this  day  with  the 
committee,  to  set  prices  on  the  provisions 
following,  for  the  use  of  the  garrisons ;  and 
they  having  refused  to  convene,  the  com- 
mittee do  hereby  give  warrant  to  the  gover- 
nors of  the  respective  garrisons,  to  cause 
bring  in  provisions  and  other  necessaries, 
when  the  same  can  be  most  conveniently 
had  in  the  next  adjacent  parishes,  they  paying 
the  prices  underwritten,  which  the  committee 
has  thought  fit,  in  absence  of  the  foresaid, 
to  set  thereupon,  viz.  Each  stone  of  hay  2t, 
each  threave  of  straw  4f.  boll  of  oats  50f.  in 
Carrick,  55  in  Kyle ;  each  boll  of  meal  5 
merks ;  each  boll  of  malt  5/.  each  stone  of 
cheese  1/.  10«.  each  stone  of  pork  1/.  \6t, 
each  peck  of  French  gray  salt  \0s.  each  peck 
of  Scots  salt  bt.  each  stone  of  butter  2/.  8«. 
each  dozen  of  eggs  1<.  4^.  each  pint  of  milk 
\s,  each  hen  4f.  each  mutton  bulk  2/.     And 
ordain  the  said  prices  to  continue  until  the 
council   or  committee  give  further    order 
thereanent. 

**  Subscribed  ut  supra,** 


Upon  this  the  officers  of  the  army  go  on 
to  bring  in  firom  the  adjacent  places  what 

the/  need,  and  call  the  heritors  of  every ^  ,,^ 

palish  near  their  garrison  to  meet.    T\ie\o(  Kv^«'NVi«c^\S\«^  declare  themselves  not 


[book  II. 

copy  of  the  summons  to  the  parish  of  Dud- 
doiMdd  I  have  before  me.  **  These  are 
ordering  the  heritors  of  the  parish  of  Dud- 
donald,tobeal  Galston  upon  Mondmy  next, 
bai^  the  85th  of  March,  to  meet  with  the 
other  commissioners  of  the  adjacent  perishes 
to  the  garrison  of  Cesnock,  for  casting  of 
the  proportion  of  the  said  parish,  for  furmsh- 
ing  the  said  garrison,  all  protected  perBons 
being  free :  and  to  that  effect,  to  bring  the 
valuations  of  the  said  protected  persont 
with  them,  as  they  will  be  answersble. 
Given  at  Cesnock,  the  22d  of  March,  167a 

"WiMMUM." 

Though  the  provisions  of  the  garrisons  be 
thus  set  a  going,  yet  I  find  the  council  going 
on  against  the  gentlemen,  who  refiuped  con- 
currence, for  their  absence.  They  had  been 
cited  before  the  council  for  their  not  obeying 
the  committee,  and,  upon  April  3d,  the 
council  pass  the  following  act  to  grant  letters 
against  them. 

Act  anent  commMoners  of  excise  in  ike  shire 

of  Ayr. 

**  The  which  day,  James  earl  of  Cassiis, 
James  earl  of  Lowdon,  William  lord  Coch- 
ran, William  lord  Cathcart,  John  lord  Bar- 
geny,  Sir  William  Muir  of  Rowallan,  James 
Dunlop  of  Dunlop,  John  Montgomery  of 
Lainshaw,  Sir  Hugh  Campbell  of  Cesnock, 
Sir  John  Cochran  of  Ochiltree,  David  Bos- 
well    of   Auchinleck,  '  Campbell    of 

Glasnock, Kennedy  of  Kirkmichad, 

John  Boyd  of  Trochrig, Kennedy  of 

Kilhinzie,  Quintin  M'Lean  of  Grimmat- 
machan,  and  James  Brisbane  of  Bishoptown, 
being  called  to  answer  for  not  meeting  with 
the  rest  of  the  conunissioners  of  excise,  in 
February  or  March  last,  for  executing  the 
orders  of  the  committee  of  council,  with 
certification,  and  not  compearii^  the  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  grant  certifica- 
tion against  them,  superseding  the  extract 
until  this  day  fourteen  days." 

What  the  issue  was  I  know  not,  but  I 
find  a  good  number  of  those  worthy  persons, 
the  earl  of  Lowdon,  Rowallan,  Cesnock, 
Auchinleck,  Lainshaw,  and  some  others, 
meeting  with  others  commissioners  the  I  Ith 
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a  quonmiy  and  fiDd»  that  the  oommittee  hsre 
settled  the  prices  already,  and  they  judged 
it  not  fit  or  oecessaiy  for  them,  to  titer  or 
iimovate  any  of  the  rates  already  set  down 
in  an  order  to  captain  John  Windnun,  dated 
Bfarch  10th  last,  (this  perhaps  hindered 
them  from  meeting  on  the  12th,)  and  ap» 
p<»nt  their  clerk  to  send  an  extract  of  this 
act  to  the  derk  of  the  council,  and  they  all 
sign  this.  I  imagine  this  sisted  fiirther  pro- 
secution, and  I  know  no  more  about  it.  1 
have  giyen  what  concerns  the  garrisons  all 
together. 

The  council  are  going  on  to  make  the 
taking  of  the  bond  as  universal  as  might  be : 
and,  March  13th,  they  publbh  a  proclama- 
tion for  pressing  the  bond  at  the  days  they 
name^  in  the  shires  of  Edinburgh,  Hadding- 
ton, Linlithgow,  Berwick,  Peebles,  and  Sel- 
kirk. Thetenor  of  it  isinsert  inthenote.* 
Jfo  reflections  need  be  made  on  it.    Accord- 
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*  Prodamatiom  for  taking  the  bond  in  several 
MhireM,  March  IS,  1678. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireknd,  dafender  of  the 
faith ;  to  our  lovitt, 

maeere,  or  meMengers  at  arms,  greeting :  For- 
asMiHih  as  upon  oonaideration  of  nrequent 
rebellions  field  cooTeuticles,  and  other  iusolen« 
ciea  and  disorders  in  several  shires  of  this  king- 
dom, we,  by  oar  letter  of  the  1 1th  of  December 
laat,  did  authorise  our  privy  council  to  use  such 
means,  and  take  sucn  courses  as  might  be 
effectual  for  securing  our  peace,  and  quieting 
thcae  disorders :  and  particularly,  we  did  require 
them  to  cause  heritors,  liferenters,  and  masters, 
cive  bonds  for  their  tenants,  servants,  and  others 
u  manner  therein  expressed ;  and  in  pursuance 
of  these  our  commands,  a  bond  was  drawn, 
which  by  a  committee  of  our  privy  council  hath 
been  offered  to  the  heritors  in  some  western  and 
other  shires  of  this  kingdom,  which  were  m<Mt 
infested  with  these  irregularities,  conform  to  the 
power  and  instructions  given  to  that  committee. 
And  to  the  end  such  instdencies  and  disorders 
so  expressly  prohibited  by  law,  and  tending  so 
maeh  to  sedition  and  dbturbance  of  the  public 
peace,  may  be  prevented  in  other  places  of  the 
kingdom,  we,  with  advice  of  the  lords  cf  our 
privT  council,  have  thought  fit,  that  the  foresaid 
bond,  obliging  heritors,  liferenters,  and  masters, 
for  their  tenants,  servants,  and  others  therein 
mentioned,  shall  be  offered  to  the  whole  heritors 
and  liferenters  of  the  shires  of  Edinburgh, 
Haddington,  Linlithgow,  Peebles,  Berwick, 
and  Selkirk^  to  be  subscribed  by  them.  Our 
will  is  hereiore,  and  we  charge  you,  that  incon- 
tinent, these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the 
market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places 
needful,  and  there  in  our  name  and  authosltv, 
you  strictly  command  and  charge  the  whole 
neritors  and  literenters  within  the  shires  aliove- 
named,  and  Jurisdictions  within  these  shires,  to 

II. 


mg  to  thts^  I  find  l^  a  letter,  writ  |^|«q 
from  the  same  person  of  credit 
formerly  meotiaiied,  of  the  date  Itech  20tb, 
the  bond  was  aubacribed  in  the  diflferent 
shires.  East-Lodiiaa  heritors  %ere  coo* 
yened  at  Haddiqgton,  and  the  duke  of  Lai^ 
derdale  came  out  and  signed  it  there,  as  he 
had  done  four  tames  before^  as  a  nwmber  of 
council,  sesskm,  treasury,  and  heritor *of 
Biid-Lothian;  yet  after  all  the  interest  he 
could  make,  there  were  but  about  forty-fir* 
signed  at  that  time ;  and  a  good  nmy  of 
the  most  considcnble  heritors,  HaddingtoOi 
Stevenson,  Sahon,  Lammii^gtoo,  Frestoi^ 
Keith,  Hepburn,  Clerkinton,  Onnistoii, 
Bams,  OarleCon,  and  others,  refiised  it.  la 
that  shire  there  are  upward  of  a  thousand 
heritors,  and  not  above  fifty  or  suty  now 
and  afterward  signed  it.  I  have  no  accounts 
from  the  rest  of  the  shires,  but  that  heritors 
were  generally  backward,  and  by  Uus  tiflaa 


meet  and  convene  upon  the  days,  and  at  the 
places  r^pectivcly  following,  via.  these  of  the 
shire  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  town  of  Edinburgh, 
within  the  new  sessioD-lwuse,  upon  tbenlne* 
teenth  day  of  March  instant;  these  of  the  shire 
of  Haddington,  at  the  burgh  of  Haddington, 
the  twentieth  dav ;  theee  of  tiie  shire  of  Li Ath* 

Sow,  at  the  bui^h  of  Linlithgow,  the  twenty, 
rst  day ;  these  of  the  shire  of  Peebles,  at  tne 
burgh  of  Peebles,  upon  the  twenty-second  day ; 
these  of  the  diire  of  Berwick,  at  Duneei  upon 
the  twenty-sixth  day ;  and  these  of  the  shire  of 
Selkirk,  at  the  burgh  of  SeDdrk,  upon  the 
twenty-eighth  of  this  instant  3  and  tbey  being 
met  upon  the  days  respectively  foresaid,  that 
the  sheriff-principal,  or.  In  case  of  hit  absence, 
his  deputes,  do  offer  the  foresaid  bond,  tar 
securing  the  peace,  to  the  whole  heritors  and 
liferenters  of  the  shire,  to  be  subscribed  by  them, 
and  that  the  sheriff  also  sabserlbe  the  same 
himself:  certifying  such  heriters  and  liferenters 
as  shall  be  absent,  or  being  present  shall  refuse 
to  subscribe  the  said  bond,  they  shall  be  charged 
with  letters  of  lawborrows,  conform  to  the  act 
of  our  privy  council,  of  the  fourteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary last  And  to  the  end  our  saki  senrlee 
may  be  the  more  effectuall  v  proeecute,  we  hereby 
require  the  heritors  and  others  foresaid,  to  repair 
to  their  said  shires  and  attend  the  diets  forenld, 
as  they  will  be  answerable  upon  their  highsat 
peril  And  we  ordain  the  sheriffs  of  the  said 
shires  and  their  deputes,  to  cause  intimate  this 
our  proclamation  at  the  several  parish  kirks  of 
the  shires,  upon  the  Sunday  immediately  prsoed- 
ing  the  diet  of  meeting,  that  none  may  pretend 
ignorance  thereof:  and  that  they  return  to  our 
privy  council  an  account  of  their  diliaenee  In  tho 
premises,  with  the  bonds  signed  by  the  heritors^ 
and  the  namea  of  these  who  shall  be  absent,  or 
refuse  to  subscribe  the  same.  The  which  to  do 
we  commit  to  you,  conjunctly  and  severally,  our 
full  power  by  these  our  iettertitoba  h^'^^^^^&Vi 
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1678.   C^^^^^^^^^'^^'^S^™"^^^''^"'^ 
out  agaiD,  as  we  shall  hear.    Next 

.day  the  conndl  give  orders  to  charge  all  the 

refusers  with    lawborrows,  in    the    shires 

mentioned  in  yesterday's  proclamation,  as 

was  done  in  the  west :  but  the  application 

made  to  the  king,  by  the  noblemen  and 

gentlemen  who  went  up  to  court,  as  we  shall 

hear,  hindered  sererities  following  upon  this 

chaige.    I  do  not  find  much  more  insisting 

upon  the  bond  after  this  proclamation.    In 

the  west,  the  oomnuttee  go  on  in  their  work, 

and  a  letter  comes  finom  them  to  the  council, 

and  is  read,  Biarch  15th,  desiring  a  stop  may 

be  put  to  heritors,  who,  when  they  refuse 

the  bond,  flee,  some  of  them  to  the  borders, 

and  others  of  them  to  Irdand,  and  so  cannot 

be  apprehended  after  they  are  denounced. 

Next  day,  March  16th,  the  council,  in  return, 

send  the  draught  of  a  proclamation,  which 

they  are  to  publish,  discharging  all  persons 

to  go  to  Ireland  without  passes;  and  require 

tiie  committee  to  send  them  lists  of  all  who 

are  charged  with  lawborrows ;  and  they  order 

the  shire  of  Dunbarton  to  take  the  bond  at 

Glasgow.    I  have  now  no  accounts  of  the 

committee's  prpcedure,  but  what  appears  to 

me  from  the  hints  in  their  letters  to  the 

council,  and  the  coundl's  appointments  to 

them;  and  whether,  when  they  left  Ayr, 

they  sat  in  Lanark  and   Renfrewshires,  I 

cannot  determine ;  but,  by  any  thing  I  can 

guess,  they  sat  mostly  the  rest  of  their  time 

at  Qlasgow,  and  probably  called  in    the 

heritors  round  about,  to  them,  there :  but  I 

haye  no  particular  accounts  of  what  past, 

and  say  no  more  of  it.    By  a  letter  from  the 

committee,  read  in  council,  March  26th, 

when  they  seem  to  be  come  to  Glasgow, 

tiiey  acquaint  them,  that  the  bond  hath  been 

ofiered  to  Stirlingshire;  that  in  the  parish 

of  Campsie,  six  miles  off  Glasgow,  north, 

seyeral  hundreds  gathered  together  in  arms, 

and  killed  one  of  the  soldiers ;  and  desire  an 


exwate  and  indoraed  again  to  the  beaiw;  and 
ordain  these  presenta  to  be  printed.  GiTen 
under  our  siniet  at  Edinbm^,  the  thirteenth 
day  of  March,  167B  yean,  and  of  oar  reign  the 
thfrtieth  year. 

Per  aehim  thmiwfnim  ttertH  eomeXu 


Al.  Gibson,  CL  Seer.  CfMeOiu 
God  saTS  the  king. 


THS  SUFFERINGS  [BOOK  II. 

order  to  proceed  i^jainst  the  hentora  of  that 
parish,  for  building  a  dwelling-house  and 
meeting-house  to  one  Law,  who  keeps  many 
conyentides.  This  is  the  rererend  Mr.  John 
Law,  since  the  revolution  one  of  the  ministers 
of  Edinburgh.  They  add,  that  the  country 
about  Glasgow  is  mudi  infected  with  unli- 
censed chaplains  and  goTemors,  and  desire 
that  some  particular  persons  may  be  prose- 
cuted, as  examples  to  the  rest;  and  they 
acquaint  them  that  the  garrison  u  changed 
firom  Bhdrquhan  to  Kinlichin,  belonging  to 
the  laird  of  Carleton.  The  same  day,  the 
council  send  up  two  of  their  number  to  the 
king,  the  earl  of  Blurray  and  lord  Collington. 
The  occasion  of  this  seems  to  be  the  delay 
of  their  letter  of  approbation,  not  yet  come 
down ;  and  especially  to  counter  the  appli- 
cation which  was  now  making  to  the  king, 
by  a  consideraUe  number  of  noblemen  and 
others,  of  which  in  its  own  room.  To 
oppose  this  these  persons  are  sent  up,  and 
the  following  letter  with  them. 

**  May  it  please  your  majesty, 

''  The  insolendes  oonmiitted  against  your 
majestjr's  authority,  which,  after  express 
warrant  from  your  majesty,  forced  us  to  arm 
such  of  your  subjects  as  were  pleased  to 
offer  themselves,  did  also  oblige  us  to  emit 
a  proclamation,  dischaiging  all  noblemen, 
gentlemen,  heritors,  and  magistrates  of 
burghs,  to  depart  forth  of  this  kingdom, 
without  license  from  your  majesty's  privy 
council  during  that  service  only ;  which  pro- 
clamation is  suitable  to  your  laws,  and  the 
constant  practice  of  council,  and  was  neces- 
sary upon  this  occasion  to  prevent  the 
departure  of  such  as  probably  might  disap- 
point any  security  that  was  to  be  demanded 
of  them,  for  securing  the  peace  of  this 
kingdom,  or  any  assistance  that  might  be 
craved  from  them,  in  this  your  majesty's 
service,  and  to  which  they  are  liable  by  the 
express  laws  of  the  nation.  Notwithstanding 
whereof,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
that  after  our  endeavours  were  ready  to 
have  attained  the  wished  for  e£fects,  some 
of  these  who  were  obliged  to  concur  in 
prosecution  of  your  majesQr's  commands,  as 
being  sheriff,  and  enjoying  other  offices 
under  you,  have  not  only  refused  to  take 
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the  bood  oflbred  in  yoar  Dame,  and  by 
wairant  from  jroor  letter,  dated  December 
1 1th,  or  to  tecore  the  peaces  being  chaiged 
upon  their  refiiring.the  bond;  bat  have, 
iHth  nrach  noise  and  obsenration,  gone  to 
Bngland,  in  contempt  of  your  proclamation, 
without  seeking  any  license  from  yoor  conn- 
cily  as  others  did,  and  as  the  proclamation 
required,  and  which  was  nerer  refused,  when 
desired  by  any  of  your  people,  on  good 
reasons;  by  whidi  your  majesty's  authority, 
in  your  council  (which  is  the  great  source 
of  your  government  here),  is  highly  con- 
temned, not  only  in  thb  instance,  but  in 
die  preparative,  and  your  people  diverted 
in  their  present  obedience,  in  expectation  of 
aucfa  alterations  as  are  promised  by  those 
bold  undertakings ;  some  being  induced  to 
believe,  that  none  durst  attempt  that  which 
none  of  your  people  ever  formerly  did, 
without  extraordinary  assurances.  But  we 
who  remember,  with  much  gratitude,  with 
how  much  firmness  your  majesty  hath  owned 
us,  and  all  your  other  judicatories  (who 
having  no  design  but  what  may  tend  to 
secure  your  throne  and  people),  do,  with  all 
humUe  confidence,  expect  that  your  majesty 
will,  by  your  princely  care  and  prudence, 
discourage  all  such  endeavours  as  tend  to 
enervate  your  royal  authority,  and  affront 
your  privy  council.  In  pursuance  of  this 
our  duty,  and  to  prevent  such  ill  conse- 
quences as  might  ensue  on  this  new  and 
dangerous  preparative,  we  have  sent  two  of 
our  number,  to  give  your  majesty  a  most 
exact  account  of  what  is  past,  and  who 
might  satisfy  such  doubts  as  might  occur  to 
your  majesty,  in  which  you  could  not  so 
well  be  satisfied  by  letters :  and  the  eari  of 
Murray  having  been  constantly  present  in 
die  committee  in  the  west,  and  the  lord 
Collington  in  all  the  meetings  and  com- 
mittee here;  and  both  being  of  a  known 
integrity  and  abflity,  we  hope  may  be  fully 
able  to  confute  easily  such  unworthy  misre- 
ports  as  othere  have  choosed  to  raise  now, 
as  formeriy,  at  a  time  when  your  majesty  is 
like  to  be  engaged  in  foreign  war,  and  hath 
assembled  your  parliament  of  En^and. 
Those  reflections  on  their  procedure,  and 
the  remedies  thereof,  are,  with  all  submis- 


sion, left  to,  and  expected  from  your   .^M 
majesty,  by 

"  May  it  please  your  majesty,**  &c. 
«  March  86Ui,  1078." 

Little  in  the  letter  needs  reflections :  less 
could  scarce  be  said  in  defence  of  thdr 
cause;  but  the  matter  would  bear  no  more ; 
and  these  same  reasonings  they  use,  may  be 
turned  to  the  defence  of  the  plainest  tyranny 
that  can  be  exercised  by  wicked  soirants. 
Upon  the  1st  of  April,  they  bad  the  king's 
letter  of  the  26th  of  Mardi,  approving  the 
procedure  of  the  committee;  which  I  shall 
insert  in  another  section,  since  this  hath 
already  swelled  so  much,  and  haste  through 
any  further  hints  as  to  the  committee. 
April  1st,  the  council  have  a  letter  firom  the 
committee,  signifying,  the  committee  (now 
I  think  at  Glasgow)  had  cited  before  them 
the  lord  Semple's  governor,  and  my  lord 
Cochran's  chaplain,  for  (Eclating  without' 
a  license  from  the  bishop  of  the  diocese ; 
and  they  absenting,  the  committee  designed 
to  insist  against  those  who  entertuned  than. 
The  late  reverend  Mr.  Robert  Wylie, 
minister  at  Hamilton  since  the  revolution, 
was  governor  to  the  lord  8emple ;  and,  if  I 
mistake  it  not,  the  reverend  Mr.  William 
Dunlop,  late  prindpal  of  the  university  at 
Ghugow,  was  the  other.  In  a  following 
section  there  will  be  occasion  to  give  some 
further  account  of  the  trouble  the  first  met 
with.  Being  here  upon  the  actings  of  the 
committee,  I  only  further  notice,  that  upon 
Mr.  Wylie's  withdrawing,  being  unwilling 
to  own  the  archbbhop's  power,  his  pupil 
likewise  withdrew;  and  the  committee  so 
far  interest  themselves  in  that  matter,  as  to 
write  the  following  letter  to  the  earl  of  Dun- 
donald,  one  of  my  lord  Semple's  doen. 

•*  OUugow,  AprU  Idih. 
**My  lord, — Thecommittee  having  thought 
fit  to  call  before  them  — .^*-  Wylie,  chwp' 
lain  to  the  lord  Semple,  to  answer  for  taking 
upon  him  that  charge  without  license  finom 
the  archlHshop;  he  not  only  refused  to 
appear,  but  upon  that  occasion  the  lord 
Semple  hath  withdrawn  himself  firom  the 
college :  and  seeing  your  lordship  is  one  of 
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1078L  ^cii'^*^<'*^'^°><^<^oiiceriiediD 
hb  education^  we  desire  your  lord* 
ship  may  cause  return  him  ttttdc  to  the  college, 
that  he  may  follow  his  stodies.  We  expect 
your  lordship  will  be  careful  herein,  and  are, 
your  lordsh^*s  aflectionate  friends  and 
servants, 

**  AlRLT,  GlBlfCAWN, 

R08S»  LofUTflGOW.*' 

WiGToir, 

This  matter  came  to  fidl  in  before  the 
ooandl,  as  we  shall  hear.  In  that  same 
letter  they  signify,  that  James  Dunlop  of 
Househill,  of  whom  before,  hath  refused  the 
bond,  and  absented  himsdf.  If  I  be  well 
informed,  he  went  up  at  this  time,  with 
other  gentlemen  and  noUeroen,  to  London. 
The  committee  desire  the  former  act  of 
council  be  execute  against  him.  They  add, 
that  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow  had  given 
bond  for  tibemselTes,  burgesses,  and  inhabit- 
ants ;  and  they  had  allowed  some  days,  for 
such  concerned,  to  sign  the  bond  of  relief: 
and  further,  that  the  laird  of  Cesnock  was 
retired  to  England,  and  therefore  had  changed 
the  garrison  from  his  house  to  the  house  of 
Rowallan.  The  ooundl  the  same  day,  April 
Ist,  allow  three  to  be  a  quorum  of  the  com- 
mittee, instead  of  five. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  month  the  case 
of  the  earl  of  Cassils  comes  before  the  coun- 
cil, as  to  the  committee's  treatment  of  him ; 
and  an  information  is  drawn  up  of  their  pro- 
cedure, and  printed;  but  these  and  some 
other  things  will  come  in  better  upon  the 
fourth  section,  where  I  shall  give  some 
account  of  what  followed  upon  the  procedure 
of  the  committee.  April  10th,  the  council 
are  informed  that  many  arms  are  not  deli- 
vered in  the  shire  of  Lanark;  they  send 
their  orders  to  the  committee  further  to 
disarm  the  shire  of  Lanark  and  town  of 
Glasgow,  upon  oath,  and  in  the  strictest 
way  they  can :  accordingly  they  appoint  the 
sheriffdepute  of  Lanark,  April  12th,  to  exert 
himself  to  the  utmost  in  this  matter.  I  have 
before  me  the  intimarion  made  in  the  Nether 
Ward  under  the  sherifTs  hand :  no  doubt 
one  to  the  same  purpose  was  given  to  the 
Upper  Ward  of  that  shire ;  but  this  may  suffice 
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to  insert  here.  "In  pursoanoe  of  an  order 
of  the  council  met  in  Uie  west,  direct  to  the 
sheriffdepute  of  Lanark,  of  the  date^  at 
Glasgow  the  18th  of  April  instant,  to  the 
effect  underwritten:  these  are  Isereby  requir- 
wg  the  haill  heritors,  liforenters,  conjunct 
fiars,  sod  others,  within  the  pnrishes  under- 
written, respective,  vix.  these  within  the 
parishes  of  Carmunnock  and  Cathcart,  to 
meet  at  the  lark  of  Garmunnock  on  the  89d 
di^  of  April  instant ;  these  within  the  parishes 
ofGovan,  and  barony  of  Glasgow,  to  meet 
and  convene  at  the  barony  kirk  of  Glasgow, 
upon  the  2dd  day  of  April  instant,  at  tea 
hours  in  the  forenoon;  these  within  the 
parishes  of  Calder  and  Old  Monkland,  at 
the  kirk  of  Old  Monkland,  on  the  24th  day 
instant,  at  the  hour  foresaid ;  these  within 
the  perishes  of  New  Bfonkland  and  the 
Shots,  at  the  kirk  of  Shots,  on  the  2dth; 
these  within  the  parishes  of  Bothwell  and 
Hamilton,  at  Hamilton,  the  2Sth  day ;  and 
these  within  the  parishes  of  Cambusnethan 
and  Dalziel,  to  meet  and  convene  at  the 
kirk  of  Cambusnethan,  upon  the  27th  of  the 
said  month,  the  hour  foresaid;  and  to  bring 
with  them  their  haill  tenants,  cottars,  and 
servants,  together  with  their  arms  of  all 
sorts,  as  muskets,  guns,  pistols,  pikes,  hal- 
berds, lochaber-axes,  dirks,  and  whingers; 
and  there  to  deliver  up  the  same  upon  oath, 
to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  major- 
general  shall  appoint,  in  presence  of  the  said 
sherifi^-dqpute,  or  any  that  shall  be  substitute 
by  him ;  excepting  all  such  who  have  taken 
the  bond,  who  are  allowed  to  wear  their 
swords  and  pistols ;  and  excepting  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  quality,  who  are  allowed 
to  wear  their  sword  only :  certifying  all  such 
as  shall  not  appear  at  the  foresaid  meetings, 
the  foresaid  days  respective  above  written, 
or  appearing  shall  not  give  up  their  arms 
upon  oath,  they  will  be  proceeded  against, 
and  punished  for  their  disobedience.  And 
publication  hereof  is  to  be  made  at  the  re- 
spective parish  churches,  foresaid,  that  none 
pretend  ignorance.  Signed  at  Hamilton, 
the  16th  of  April,  1678,  by  the  foresaid 
sherifi^lepute."  Accordingly  no  pains  were 
spared  to  make  the  whole  shire  naked,  and 
yet,  after  all  their  essays,  a  great  many  did 
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not  coiiip«u%  and  chow  to  nm  all  baards 
befive  tiiey  would  come  and  depone.  In 
abort,  April  tith,  the  oooncil  write  to  their 
committee,  signifying,  that  the  increaaing 
diaordert  by  numeroua  field  conventicles  in 
Fife,  Meree,  Teriotdale^  and  Linlithgow, 
being  come  to  such  a  height,  and  there 
being  to  be  matters  of  consequence  before 
the  oooncil  upon  the  first  of  May,  and  the 
committee's  work  bong  now  oyer  in  the 
west,  they  desire  the  committee  to  come  in 
to  Edinbuigh;  which  I  imagine  some  of 
them  did  yery  cheerfully,  being  heartily 
wearied  of  their  work.  We  shall  hear  more 
of  the  reasons  and  springs  of  this  turn  upon 
the  fourth  section. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  pretty  large  account 
of  the  Highland  host,  and  the  procedure  of 
the  committee,  and  all  almost  from  or^nal 
papers.  Tbe  miserable  depopulation  of  the 
eountry  thereby,  will  be  the  subject  of  the 
next  section,  especially  in  the  shire  of  Ayr. 

SECT.  III. 

Conlaining  some  account  of  the  damages  done 
to,  and  losses  sustained  in  the  western  shires, 
by  the  Highland  host, 

Bbfoke  I  come  to  narrate  the  consequences 
of  this  violent  invasion  upon  the  west  of 
Scotland,  in  the  council  and  in  court,  it  is 
needful  to  take  some  view  of  the  barbarous 
and  unprecedented  carriage  of  the  Ifigh- 
hmders,  when  hounded  out  upon  peaceable 
Presbyterians.  It  is  but  a  very  small  part 
of  the  losses  and  harassing  of  the  shire  of 
Ayr,  and  the  adjacent  places,  that  can  be 
rqwesented  now  at  so  great  a  distance; 
yet  some  account  I  shall  give,  from  papers 
written  by  persons  who  were  witnesses  to 
what  passed,  and  felt  the  severities  of  that 
lawless  company.  The  particular  relation 
of  the  oppressions,  depredations,  exactions, 
and  cruelties  committed  by  them,  would  fill 
a  volume,  and  I  shall  not  enter  upon  a  large 
detail  of  them.  The  reader,  by  a  very  small 
reflection,  will  understand,  what  sad  work  a 
company  of  savage  people  would  make, 
when  sent  in  with  a  design  to  run  people  to 
extremities  by  oppression :  it  is  certain  they 
were  faithful  to  thdr  orders,  and  not  only 


lived  upon  firee  quarter,  but  robbed  v^na 
and  pillaged  everywhere,  where  they 
spread.  I  shall  only  then  give  afew  general 
remarks  upon  their  carriage,  which  may 
serve  to  help  to  form  a  generel  notion  of 
their  management ;  and  then  insert  a  more 
particular  account  of  the  losses  of  the 
particular  parishes  in  the  slure  of  Ayr,  and 
end  the  section  with  some  hints  of  the 
treatment  of  particular  persons. 

More  generally  it  may  be  observed,  that 
the  soldiers  and  Highlanders,  both  in  and 
about  Glasgow,  and  the  shire  of  Ayr, 
behaved  with  that  exorbitant  rudeness  and 
insolence,  as  could  not  have  been  expected 
from  a  conquering  enemy.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  free  quarters  taken,  not  only  by  the 
Highlanders,  as  soon  as  they  came  to  Stir- 
ling, but  even  by  the  standing  forces,  who 
every  day  received  the  king's  pay,  whither- 
soever they  went  to  the  westward  of  Gla^ 
gow,  and  also  by  the  Angus  militia,  when 
the  three  weeks  were  out  for  which  their 
shire  had  advanced  them  pay :  these  I  pass, 
because  their  commission  may  seem  to 
countenance  them  in  them,  and  come  to 
some  other  of  their  odd  practices.  The 
avowed  disobedience  of  the  common  sort 
to  their  leaders  and  commanders,  deserves 
our  notice,  both  as  a  proof  and  the  fountain 
of  their  unaccountable  carriage.  Very  often 
they  would  peremptorily  refuse  to  take  the 
quarters  allotted  to  them,  or  to  do  any 
thing  else  that  went  cross  to  their  own 
barbarous  humours;  and  ordinarily  they 
would  come  in  multitudes,  sixty,  seventy,  or 
eighty  together,  not  only  to  gentlemen's 
houses,  but  to  these  of  tenants  and  cottars  ; 
yea,  that  length  some  of  them  came,  as  to 
present  daggers  to  the  breasts  of  some  of 
their  officers,  when  required  to  restore 
goods  to  such  whom  they  had  unjustly 
plundered.  When  this  was  often  and  openly 
done,  the  reader  will  guess  what  was  to  be 
expected  from  an  host,  where  every  mean 
rascal,  who  had  impudence  enough,  de- 
meaned himself  as  an  insulting  tyrant,  with* 
out  any  possible  check.  Further,  these 
people  not  content  with  free  quarter  (which 
was  illegal,  and  used  to  make  people  strain 
themselves  beyond  their  power,  to  satisfy 
their  unreasonable  demanda)^  the^  o^«nM{ 
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their  eicciies,  in  a  fisw  dajt  to  expend 
thirty  or  forty  shilling!  sterling,  for  bnndy 
and  tobacco  to  them.  It  was  a  conunoo 
practice  with  them,  togo  firom  their  qoarten^ 
and  purchase  their  own  victuals,  and  at 
their  return  to  compd  their  proper  landlordi 
to  give  moaty  for  their  absoice,  and  pay  for 
what  they  bought;  yea,  to  pay  for  the 
blank  men  who  were  not  in  their  company, 
but  they  pretended  should  have  been  with 
them.  In  other  places  th^  taxed  and 
ceased  the  land,  at  the  rate  of  penny  halA 
penny  a-day  the  acre:  and  instances  cao 
be  given,  where  one  small  company  this  way 
gathered  eleven  pounds  starling  at  once^ 
another  sixty  dollars;  and  in  the  comer  of 
one  parish,  there  was  advanced  six  score  of 
dollars  in  a  night  or  two,  to  satisfy  this 
lawless  and  exorbitant  chatge;  and,  k»tly, 
after  they  received  this  dry  quarter,  as  they 
called  it,  the  poor  people  gave  seven  score 
of  dollars  to  save  them  from  plunder,  and 
yet  at  their  removal  the  place  was  plundered 
after  all.  To  crown  all,  it  is  welt  known, 
these  vile  miscreants,  openly  in  cides  and 
towns,  offered  to  commit  rapes,  and  it  is  fit 
to  draw  a  vail  over  their  excesses  of  unna- 
tural and  horrid  wickednesses  up  and  down 
the  country.  I  likewise  pass  the  woundings, 
beatings,  and  cutting  off  fingers  and  hands, 
of  which  I  find  some  complaints  tabled 
before  the  committee,  and  satisfaction  pro- 
mised :  and  it  is  certain  all  these,  and  many 
other  enormities  were  done  without  the  least 
punishment,  unless  it  were  a  nigbt*s  deten* 
tion  in  the  guard  sometimes.  Yea,  too 
many  of  their  leaders  and  o£Bcers,  captains 
and  field-officers  also,  were  their  encounters, 
and  partakers  with  them  in  those  villanies. 
One  of  their  prime  conunanders  was  heard, 
upon  the  head  of  a  discontented  regiment, 
not  only  to  enjoin  them  to  take  firee  quarter, 
and  whatever  else  they  need,  but,  after  many 
fair  promises,  providing  they  would  stay  and 
not  quit  the  service,  he  gave  them  so  vile  and 
lewd  an  advice,  that  I  shall  not  repeat  it. 

From  these  hints  it  may  be  easy  to  gather 
the  sad  condition  of  the  poor  country,  lying 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  those  brutal  tyrants ; 
and  yet  these  are  but  a  very  small  part  of 
what  might  be  said  as  to  their  outrages  at 
\\S:iv&  Ivme^  and  what  is  set  down  is  most 


4«9 

.  ^.^  robbed  upon  the  high  road,  and  in 
houses :  some  they  stripped  naked, 
when  several  miles  distant  firom  dieir  houses, 
and  many  at  and  in  their  houses,  and  every 
where  took  inm  the  country  people,  pots, 
pans,  wearing-clothes,  and  every  thing  which 
made  for  them,  and  money  wherever  they 
could  reach  it;  and  under  all  none  durst 
complain :  when  any  ofoed  but  to  do  it,  they 
were  knocked  down  and  wounded;  and  the 
whole  neighbourhood  was  dealt  the  worse 
with  upon  that  account;  yea,  people  saw  it 
was  needless  to  complain.  And  as  if  all 
this  had  been  but  little,  they  pillaged  houses, 
and  that  even  in  towns  privileged  with 
protections;  others  in  the  country  they 
broke  in  upon,  and  rifled  and  killed  their 
cattle,  far  beyond  what  they  made  use  of 
for  their  provision.  In  some  places  they 
tortured  people,  by  scorching  their  bodies  at 
vast  fires,  and  otherwise,  till  they  forced 
them  to  discover  where  their  money  and 
goods  were  hid  to  avoid  their  thievish 
hands ;  and  drove  away  vast  midtitudes  of 
horses,  first  in  their  march  westward,  to 
carry  the  ammunition  and  royal  artillery,  as 
was  pretended ;  and  then  in  return,  to  carry 
away  their  baggage,  spoil,  and  plunder.  The 
loss  by  all  this  cannot  be  computed  in  any 
exact  way,  and  the  computation  which 
follows  is  very  far  short  of  the  real  losses  of 
the  particular  parishes.  Again,  those  scoun- 
drels, as  if  they  had  been  possessed  of  the 
power  of  king  and  parliament,  without  any 
warrant,  imposed  their  tribute  in  several 
places,  and  threatened  the  burning  of  houses 
and  worse,  if  they  were  denied :  a  crime 
much  worse  than  that  which  in  our  law 
is  termed,  with  relation  to  the  Highlands 
where  it  is  used, "  black  mail,"  which  is 
punishable  with  the  pains  of  theft  and 
robbery.  The  meanest  straggler  exacted 
his  sixpence  a^iay,  and  the  modelled  forces 
their  shilling,  or  merk  Scots  a-day,  and  their 
subalterns,  captains,  and  leaders,  their 
twentypence,  half-crowns,  and  crowns,  as 
they  pleased  to  require;  and  the  poor  coun- 
try people  were  forced  to  find  it,  or  borrow 
it  for  them.  This  was  generally  practised 
by  Highlanders,  besides  their  free  quarter. 
Over  and  above  all  this,  some  poor  families 
were  conatniaed,  merely  to  graidfy  them  \tv 
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It  is  hard  to  ny,  whether  it  be 
more  surprifling,  that  persons  of  honour  and 
quality  should  ever  so  far  have  laid  aside 
humanity,  as  to  be  accessory  and  active  to 
involve  a  peaceable  country  in  such  cahuui- 
ties,  without  any  distinction,  and  wherein 
the  reputed  innocent  could  not  but  suffer 
with  the  pretended  guilty;  or  that  the 
oppressed  people  did  thus  suffer  themselves 
to  be  invaded,  over-run,  disarmed,  ransacked, 
and  treated  like  slaves,  vrithout  offering  to 
defend  themselves.  I  shall  only  remark 
further,  upon  this  general  view,  that  though 
the  greater  part  of  the  lords  of  the  commit- 
tee were  furious  promoters  of  these  oppres- 
sive courses,  yet  there  were  some,  two  or 
three,  who  endeavoured  to  stem  these 
violences.  The  marquis  of  Athole  was 
particularly  noticed  for  his  mercy,  and  the 
earl  of  Perth  for  his  equity ;  and  these  two, 
and  sometimes  one  or  two  more,  were  for 
milder  courses;  but,  generally  speaking, 
they  were  outvoted.  And  though  they  gave 
strict  orders  to  their  men  to  carry  regularly, 
yet  they  did  as  their  comrades  did;  and 
there  was  scarce  any  room  for  complaints : 
and  indeed  no  restraints  were  su£Bcient  to 
keep  in  the  Highlanders,  as  appears  in  an 
uncontested  instance,  that  in  their  march 
some  of  them  stole  even  some  of  the  furni- 
ture belonging  to  thdr  lords.  However, 
this  moderate  party,  in  pity  to  the  country, 
whom  they  could  not  help,  at  length  pre- 
vailed to  get  the  Highlanders  removed. 

This  general  account  shall  be  ended  in 
the  words  of  a  paper  containing  a  distinct 
account  of  the  host  and  committee,  from 
which  I  have  taken  several  things,  with 
which  the  author  concludes.  "  Upon  the 
whole,"  says  he,  *"  it  is  evidently  apparent, 
that  the  proceedings  of  those  few  months 
bypast,  are  a  formed  contrivance  (if  God  in 
mercy  prevent  not)  to  subvert  all  religion, 
and  to  ruin  and  depopulate  the  country: 
they  are  open  and  evident  oppression,  puUic 
Tiolence  and  robbery,  and  invasion  of  the 
person  and  goods  of  a^free  and  loyal  people, 
a  violation  of  the  andent  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  lieges,  and  a  treacherous  nusing 
of  hatred  and  discord  betwixt  the  king  and 
bis  subjects,  and  consequently  manifest 
treason  against  the  oonunonwealth  and  the 
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king's  majesty.  In  a  word,  when 
considered  in  its  full  extent,  and  in 
all  its  heinous  circumstances,  it  is  a  compli- 
cation of  the  most  atrocious  crimes  that 
almost  ever  have  been  conceived  or  per^ 
petrate." 

That  the  reader  may  have  some  more 
particular  account,  as  fiur  as  may  be,  of  the 
losses  of  the  shire  of  Ayr,  I  shall  insert  in 
the  next  place  a  narrative  of  the  losses  of 
the  several  parishes  in  it.  This  paper  was 
drawn  up  by  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
of  the  shire  at  this  time,  that,  if  need  were, 
it  might  be  laid  before  his  majesty;  and 
there  were  particular  instructions  for  every 
article  in  it.  Care  was  taken  not  to  aggra- 
vate matters,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  rery 
judicious  persons  in  the  shire*  that  it  fell 
much  short,  by  the  exactness  of  the  gather- 
ers of  it,  of  the  real  losses  of  the  people. 
Multitudes  of  things  fell  out  which  could 
not  at  all  be  calculate,  and  a  great  many 
particulars  came  not  to  the  hands  of  the 
persons  employed  to  draw  this  account ;  so 
that  I  can  scarce  think  they  were  much  out, 
who  reckoned  the  loss  fully  double  to  the 
sum  here.  I  give  it  just  as  it  was  drawn  up, 
without  any  variation,  though  I  might  have 
shortened  it  a  little ;  and  some  of  the  par- 
ishes seem  wrong  placed,  but  all  are  in  the 
shire  of  Ayr. 

An  iteeount  of  the  lo$$e»  Vu  foOowing  pariMhtt 
stutmned  hy  quartering,  robbing,  and  $poiling 
qfthe  Moldiers  and  Bighiand  hoit,  1678. 

In  Ktlb. 

AifT  and  jUlowaif. 
The  puifhet  of  Ayr  and  AUoway,  their 
loncs  bj  quarteting  of  Um  ktng*i  guard  of 
foot,  ttoBx  the  Stb  of  Fdiniary  until  tbo 
IStb  of  March,  aa  alao  their  robbery,  and 
breaking  opeu  merchant**  ahopa,  amount. 

eth    to    •tM.m....MM«»M.*MM**«M.«M*nM.*W*M.«£.Ul,lw         0        " 

The  parid)  of  SL  Qutvox,  by  quartering 
thirty  of  the  eari  of  Alrtj'i  Iroop— — 
days,  and  tending  out  forty  baggage  b<»«ei, 
a  part  of  them  from  Ayr  to  Xrrine,  and 
part  from  Ayr  to  Fcnwick,  mataliied  the 

Monkton. 
The  pariah  of  Monktoo  niatalned,  by  quar. 
taring  and  oppraning  of  tcMkan,  exacting 
of  dry  quartan,  and  alBNrding  of 
hortet  for  baggage^  UtekMt  of  ..................  V^  0   9 

Tlie  parish  of  TnteltoD,  by  quarteringb 
oppreMton,  rdbbery,  and  thdicf  the  High- 
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1678.       gaga  bonM*  mstaliMd  the  Uw 

of — A.M« 

Tbe  pvMi  oC  OdMoa,  by  quaitwii^  oT 
■oldien,  exacttnc  of  IfiiO.  c€  dry  quarter, 
to  two  hundred  and  forty  men  for  ten 
days,  from  February  4th  to  February  14di, 
and  a  hundred  and  alzty  men  for  twenty- 
five  dayi,  the  lending  of  twenty  baggage 
honet  from  KOmamodc  to  Ayr,  and 
•even  Arom  Oaliton  to  Wagiwham,  quar- 
tering the  earl  of  Perth*!  men,  and  fifty 
honemen  one  night,  and  ftimishing  thirty 
baggage  honee  frmn  that  to  Odifitreeb 

mtained  the  loai  of  »«»»■»»■«■■« »•■■■««■»»■• 

Cndgk. 

Tbe  parish  of  Cralgl^  by  quartering  of  twen. 
ty-foar  of  Aiity'i  troom  flrom  February 
6th  to  94th,  aUowiag  the  expenaw  of  each 
man  and  hone  to  be  eighteen^ience  a  day, 
paying  dry  quarters  to  fourteen  of  the  said 
troop  of  figlhteen  pence  a  day  for  twenty, 
two  days,  quartering  of  a  hundred  of 
Caithness  men  one  night  at  rixpence  a 
night,  with  the  robberies  commuted  by  the 
Highiandmrn,  sustained  the  loss  of  .....m. 

Biecariom. 

The  parish  of  Riocarton,  by  dry  quarters  to 
tbe  eari  of  Murrayls  loldien  IfiML  for 
quarters  at  sixpence  a  day,  amounting  to 
545^  collected  by  twenty  horsemen,  who 
were  gentlemen  of  Perthshire,  85%  with 
thdir  flree  quarter,  reckoning  Mi:  for  each 
gentleman  and  his  boy  a  day,  extending  to 
OOOHL  with  thirty.flre  baggage  horses,  sus. 
■ainefl  tne  loss  oi»«—»— —»«••—.«•».«— »»—.»»««««  31,044   u   o 

DtmdomakL. 

The  parish  of  Dundonald,  by  quartering  of 
three   hundred    and    eighty  soldiers  of 
8trathmore*s  regiment,  for  fourteen  days, 
at  6(1.  per  day,  ii  I,&96/.    By  quartering  of 
four  hundred  and  ninety-three  of  the  said 
regiment  for  scyen  days,  at  tbe  said  rate, 
is  1,085^  6s.    Extorted  of  money  by  them, 
S73L    Of  dry  quarters  to  twenty  of  Airly's 
troop,  at  ISd.  a  day,  for  agbt  days,  144/. 
With  serenty-fiye  baggage   horses,  part 
from  Kilmarnock  to  Ayr,  and  part  flrom 
Irvine   to  Glasgow    and    to   Paisley,  all 
detained  at  least  two  days  on  their  own 
expenses,  which  reckoned  at  3A  is  2X51, 
(besides  many  phmderings  and  thefts)  sus- 
taineci  tne  loss  oi  •»••••••••«••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

BamwelL 

The  parish  of  Barnwell,  in  quartering  of 
twenty.four  of  Airly's  troop  eight  days, 
and  nine  others  of  them  twenty-two  days, 
extending  to  507/.  Exacted  by  them  in 
money  122L  I8c  Dry  quarters  to  seven 
of  the  said  troop  for  ten  days  fS3L  Quar. 
tering  a  hundred  of  Caithness  men  at  6dl 
90L  with  several  nMMries  and  thefts  com- 
mitted,  sustained  the  loss  of   896 

Tbe  parish  of  Symington,  in  quartering  forty- 
eight  horse  of  Airly*s  troop  from  February 
0th  to  lOth,  at  18t.  a  day,  is  172/.  16f.  Ex. 
acted  by  the  same  troopers  from  another 
part  of  that  parish  at  I8s.  each  a  day,  is 
1721  Ids.  In  quartering  twenty-four  of 
tbe  taid  troop  from  Fdmiary  lOth  to 
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February  Mlh,  is  UK  ISbl  Is 
twenty-«lx  of  the  said  troop  for  twenty, 
eight  days,  is  «»L  4c  with  plundetkig  and 
freqacnft  tnuMtait  qjuaiiws,  auiCBlaad  the 

loss  of  .■^^««^-^...., ^  L.U90O  6  i 

MaMcklim,  MMrUrk,  amd  Dafgeam, 
Tbe  parishes  of  MandiHn,  Mulrlcbk,  and 
Daigaan,*  la  quartering  a  hundred  and 
forty  bwse  of  lend  Charles  Murray's  troop 
twenty.eightdays,«t  I8sl  per.  dRy,is3,5i2fl£. 
In  quarterhig  six  hundred  of  Atbde^ 
men,  in  llaudilin  and  Dalgean,  seventeen 
days,  at  6(/.  a  day,  is  3,06Q(:  Itcnt,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  six  days,  is  45QJL 
And  Ufted  by  the  same  men  of  dry  qpiar- 
ters,  iSOL  More,  of  dry  quarters  in  Dal. 
gean  and  Mauchlin,  2tSL  6s.  In  quartoing 
two  hundred  and  fifty  in  Dalgean  one 
night,  161.  In  quartering  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men  three  nights  in  Huirkirfc, 
2SbL  Of  dry  quarters  to  the  same;  TSQIL 
In  quartering  two  hundred  and  starty  men 
under  Caithness,  one  night,  78/.  ItaM, 
three  horses  taken,  valued  at  I8Q/.  sustained 
(beside  plunder  and  transient  quartere)  the 

loss  of  »■««»■—«»—««■»■»»»««»■■«■»■■■«»—»———■■■» 

Caitom. 

The  parish  of  Calton,  sustahied  of  loas,  by 
quartering  one  thousand  and  fifty  of  Caith. 
ness's  common  soldiers,  with  liis  own  ten 
horses,  and  all  the  officers,  which  amount, 
ed  lo  the  value  of  four  hundred  oomnica 
soldien,  four  days,  l,74QfL  An  hundred  of 
them,  with  Caithness's  own  horses  and 
officers,  to  the  value  of  eighty.seven  soU 
dlers,  for  sixteen  days,  8071  Iflc  Dry 
quarters  and  plunder,  600K.  Baggage  horsea 
to  Dalmelington  and  Straiten,  fotty,  with 
men  to  Fenwidc,  forty,  to  Irvine  fhsn  Ayr, 
with  tbe  artillerty,  twenty;  with  the 
people's  own  expense.at  Sl.perlK)ne,30(UL  3^537  12 
OckUtree  and  AuckMeck. 

The  parishes  of  Ochiltree  and  Audilnleck 
sustained  of  loss,  by  quartering  two  hun. 
dred  and  forty  of  Perth's  foot,  from  Feb* 
ruary  5th  to  February  S4th,  nineteen  days, 
besides  officers,  1,9681.  By  quartering 
eighty  Perthshire  gentlemen,  allowing  but 
one  servant  to  each,  and  reckoning  both  at 
2is.  each  day,  fhun  F^nruary  5th  to  Fob- 
ruary  2Sth,  is  1,98QL  By  quartering  alxty 
foot  from  February  S5th  to  March  5th, 
eight  da3rs,  is  144/.  Exacted  of  money  and 
plunder  by  these  former,  1,170/.  14a.  4dL 
Plundered  in  money  and  goods  by  soldiers 
in  passing  through,  or  by  those  quartered 
in  ad  jaoent  places,  432/.  6s.  BdL  By  quarter, 
ing  two  hundred  and  forty  Caithness  men 
one  night,  7S/.  Exacted  by  them  of  naocu 
ey,  68/.  fir.  8dl  Three  horses  taken  by 
Strathmore's  men,  for  recovering  of  which 
was  expended  9BL  IVhicb,  besides  bag. 
gage  horses  and  otho:  horses  ridden  down 

by  them,  extends  to 5,91 1    T   f 

Cimmodk  Old  and  New. 

The  parishes  of  Cumnock  Old  and  Kew,  sua. 
tained  of  loss,  by  quartering  two  hundred 
and  forty  Caithness  men  fifteen  nights, 
with  some  officers,  1,003/.  6s.  Bd.    Exacted 


•  An  old  parish,  comprehended  now  in  the  parish  e 
\\jQ(iu.— Ed. 
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r  oflteen,  and  detrafl  ofTUieir  qaar. 
appears  by  tbdr  notes,  SOK  Hem, 
larten  to  some  oflken,  9U.,  tne 
t  to  them,  eOL,  idunder  by  thew 
t,96eLns.id.  By  quaitering  nine, 
of  Caithnen  men  six  nights,  niL 
rtering  three  hundred  and  twenty 
BM  men  one  night,  981.  Dry  <iuar. 
Id  plunder  by  thew,  S72L  2$.  id. 
Hh  to... ......... . L.  3,015 


167a 


0   4 


Summa  tatatit  in  Kyle...............  55,419  II    0 

In  CARaicK. 
StraiioH. 
tfa  of  Straiton,  by  quartCTing  nine 
d  Caithneit  men  fourteen  days,  by 
Iter,  plundering,  killing  sheep  and 
tlcing  prisoners,  and  causing  them 
ransomed,  sustained   the   loss   of 


Coitmmeil. 
h  of  Colmonell,  by  quartering  three 
1  of  Caithness  men  fifteen  days, 
Iry  quarter,  3fi50L  6s.  Bd,  Eleven 
rorth4(V.  each,4l«/.  Which,  with 
1  money  and  plunder  makes  their 


12,000    0    0 


Kirkoiwatd  and  Ghrvan, 
bes  of  Kirkoswald  and  Girvan  by 
ng  four  hundred  of  the  earl  of 
yen  six  days,  78Q£.  By  quartering 
ne  six  days,  210/.  dry  quarters  to 
KV.  Seven  horses  plundered  out 
iswak!,  at  40/.  per  piece,  280/.    Loss 

Barr. 
I  of  Barr,  by  quartering  three  hun- 
}aithness  men  two  nights,  with  dry 
and  plunder,  sustained  the  loss 

Daylie. 
1  ct  Daylie,  by  quartering  three 
of  Caithness  men  one  night,  at  Os. 
t,  and  as  much  for  dry  quarters. 


10,000    0   0 


1,810    0    0 


1,000    0    0 


180    0    0 


Maybole, 
I  of  Maybole,  by  quartering  forty- 

flfty  of  the  king's  guard,  about 
lur  days,  sustained  of  loss  ............  ],700    0    0 

JDalmetingiOH  and  KMankAaO. 

at  Dalmelington,  wherein  Kirk. 
Is  reckoned,  by  quartering  and 
ws*  ••..•.•.»..••... ......M.......M........  4,961    0    0 


f  ictalit  of  Carrick  is..................  31,077    0 


In  CUNNTNGWAM. 

KHmamock  and  Fenwkk 
es  of  Kilmarnock  and  Fenwick, 
these  bisse8.^Rowallan's  Unds 
*TS,  1,471/.  6».  Dry  quarters. 
Plunder,  1,07U  16s.— Crawford, 
ilttarten,  460?.  Dry  quarters  to 
^umsden,  300/.  Plundered,  368/1 
th  lands,  quarters,  364/.  6i  Ihy 
and  plunder,  606L— Skimeland, 
and  plunder,  296/.— Glebeland, 
ters,  52/.  Plunder,  SSi,  Com. 
lUedoths,  and  baptisnucloths, 
Nrkk  town,  quarten^  56/.     Dry 


qoMXttn  and  brandy,  TU.  ^Plunder,  OK 
PockeUy  lands,  quaiten,  dry  quartnrt  and 
plunder,  1,S6GK:  I7«.-Hairshaw,  quaiten, 
13SL    Dry  quarters,  lOlil    Plunder,  281/. 
lSa4dL— Hietrie,  quarters,  150L  Dryquar. 
ters,40/.  Plunder,  SSI.— Miltoun,  quarters, 
66/.  lar.    Extraordinary  drink,  16/1    Dry 
quarters,  91,    Plunder,  13/.  I4«.— Temple, 
tounbum,  quarters,  15/.    Dry  quartan,  5/. 
Plunder,  0/^LawhUl,  quarters,  3L    10s. 
Dry  quarters,  18».— Astose,  quarters,  7Ut 
10s.    Dry  quarters,  8/.— SUverwood,  quar. 
ters,  25/.  Ids.    Plunder,  5L  10s.— Town  of 
Kilmarnock,  and  lands  betonging  to  my 
lord  within  the  parish,  quarters,  dry  quar. 
ters,  and  plunder,  5^18/.— Glefaland  of  Kil. 
mamock,  quarters,  dry  quarters,  and  plun. 
der,  76/.  14«.— Grange  lands,  quarters,  dry 
quarters,  and  plunder,  16IML  15i.  4d:— Qun. 
•keigh,  quarten  and  baggage  hones,  120L 

Dry  quarten,  61/L    In  aU «... L.  14,431 

Xiiwinning. 
The  parish  of  KUwInnlng  sustained  kiss,  by 
quartering  of  Stnthmore's  troop  one  night, 
his  whole  regiment  one  night,  and  the  half 
thereof  twenty  nights,  SfiOOL  13s.  8dL    Of 
dry  quarten,  l,481i.  12s.  8dL    For  one  hun. 
dred  and  thirty  baggage  horses,  191/1  13*. 
4d    Plundered  of  gold,  silver,  and  other 
goods,  622/.  6t.    In  an  ......m......m.m.m..... 

StofemUm, 

The  parish  of  Stevenston,  by  quartering 
Airly's  troop  one  night,  and  fifteen  of 
Scrathmore*s  riding  horses  and  servants, 
fifteen  days,  three  companies  of  Athole 
men  one  night,  two  companies  one  night, 
one  company  three  nights,  336/1  ISa  Dry 
quarters,  and  quartering  till  the  dry  quar. 
teis  were  paid,  885/1  14i;.  4dl  sustained 
loss  or ........... M.............M.M.M.M....M. .......     028  18    4 


0    0 


ijaOb  15    8 


The  parish  of  Ardrossan,  by  quartering  of 
,Strathmore*»  troop  ten  days,  83QI1   For  dry 
quarten  more  than  666/,  13$.  4d.  susUined 
'^'as  ot  ........M................M.M....M.M...M......  1,540  13    4 

Do/yy. 
The  parish  of  Dah7,  by  quartering  a  com. 
pany  of  Athole  men,  and  several  companies 
of  Strathmore's  men  several  days  5191  ISn 
Of  dry  quarten  and  plunder,  133/.  4jl  8d, 
*D  all  ........M.......M.......M.M..........M........     653  12    8 

Dunlap. 
The  parish  of  Dunkp  sustained  of  loss,  by 
several  transient  quarten  to  Athole  and 
Caithness  men,  and    two  companies  of 
Strathmore's  men,  thirteen  days,  l,S33IL 
16s.   Exacted  of  money,89fil  13s.  2dl  plun. 
dered,  286/.  2s.  with  ninety.four  bainage 
horses,  113^  5s.  4dl    In  aU  ....i.................  8,089  16   6 

irtrfM  jmiik  udtMout  the  town. 
The  parish  of  Irvine  (excepting  the  town, 
where  ninety  Perthshire  gentlemen,  under 
PItcur,  got  their  diet  fourteen  days,  and 
eight  companies  of  foot,  with  the  guard  of 
horse,  and  committee  one  night)  sustained 
of  loss,  by  quartering  the  horses  of  these 
ninety  gentlemen,  and  two  companies  of 
Athole  men,  eight  days,  917/.  9s.  Dry 
quarten  431  St.  Plundered,  56/1  10s.  4dl 
Fourteen  baggage  horses,  9L  ]8sl  besides 
the  ftimishing  thirty  baoage  horses  for 
tlMaitiUcri.   Itv  iJl  ..„....«„,.«„„.,„„««  XJMi  ^  K 


\ 
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Hie  parlih  ot  Lwgi  nMtalned  ef 
loM,  by  qiuurterliif  three  bun. 
dred  and  twenty  of  Athole  men,  five  day*, 
betide  tbdr  bflloen,  48INL  And  faux  ban. 
dred  of  Atbole  men,  two  nights,  MOL 
Uplifted  oi  money,  and  itendored  by 
them,  soar.  Stxatbmare*!  troop,  eondst. 
ing  or  flfty-eight  men,  thirteen  dayi,  89X1. 
St.  betide  plunder  «»«..^.^.^...*.«««»..»w»-«  L.\fitn 

KiOfriie, 
The  parith  of  KiRirtde,  t>y  quaitwlug 
eighty  Athole  men,  four  dayt,  loot  8tratb. 
more'i  men,  tlx  dayi,  (betldet  their  oflloen 
quartered  in  gcntlemen*i  hootet)  43811  Of 
dry  quarters,  MNL  fustalned  of  loit 


0   0 


0    0 


Hie  parith  of  KnUmy  tuttalned  of  kut,  by 
quartering  one  hundred  and  forty  of  Attiole 
men  one  night,  one  hundred  and  thirty, 
ten  dayt,  with  two  hundred  and  forty  of 
Strathmore't,  three  nights,  one  hundred 
and  thirty.4ight  of  them,  flftoen  nights^ 
l,a6W.  (not  reckoning  the  qoaiters  of  their 
ofBcen,  or  their  plundcarlng)  lifted  of 
money,  oiiA    m  aii  »««««»«»—«——»»»»■■»»«■««»» 


8,080  0  0 


The  parith  of  Loodoo  anstalncd  of  loss,  by 
quartering  eighty-fiye  Athole  men,  nine, 
teen  dayt,  one  hundred  of  them,  lUneleen 
dayt,  teventy  of  them,  thirteen  dayt,  tc 
Tenty-one  of  them,  fire  dayt,  eighty  of 
them,  two  dayt,  one  hundred  and  forty  of 
them,  one  day,  l,488e.    The  town  of  New. 
millt  quartering  one  company  —  days, 
and  dry  quarten,  1,008/.  ISt.  ML    Ifitm, 
quartert,  and  four  horset  taken,  9MI.    In 
all    ••—.•••—»••••••—••»—•••♦.•—•——»•»•———«•  9c,Kfv    13    9 

jDrvYAom  cmA  PeufituH. 

The  parishet  of  Dregbmn  and  Pearston  tut- 
tained  of  loct,  by  quartering  teveral  partiet 
of  Strathmore't  troop,  one  company  of 
Atbole  men,  and  tereral  of  hit  ma}etty*t 
guard,  916/.  lit.  dry  quartert,  AOL  14t. 
Plundered  112/.  12s.    Baggage  bortet,3Q/. 

I6s.    In  aU  .....^ ^ » 1,505    17    0 

Kilmamn. 

The  parith  of  Kilmaurt  tuttained  of  loit,  by 
quartering  of  the  lord  RoUo'i  troop,  and 
Pitcur*!  troop,  with  dry  quartert,  and  plun. 
dcred  by  the  Highlanders  and  Strathmore't 

Sietoarton. 

The  parish  of  Stewarton  tuttained  of  lott,  by 
quartering  of  teveral  corepaniet  of  High, 
landers,  Caithnctt'i  regiment  one  night, 
Strathmore*!  foot,  teroal  companiet,  five 
dayt,  and  othert  eight,  ten,  tweWc,  four, 
teen  dayt,  2,032/.  Ut.  com  and  straw  to 
RoUo't  troop,  52/.  money  exacted,  2,190/. 
Of.  lOd.  plundered,  1,066^  ISt.  lOdL    In  all  0,002  12    8 

SHtk. 

The  parish  of  Beith  tuttained  of  lott,  by 
quartering  of  Strathmore't  troop,  (which 
he  gave  up,  officers  and  all,  to  be  one 
hundred  and  thirty,  whereas  there  were 
not  above  fifty-two  and  the  officers)  five 
hundred  and  fifty  of  his  foot,  one  night ; 
his  whole  regiment,  called  twelve  hundred, 
whereas  there  were  not  above  eight  bun. 
dred  of  them ;  one  hundred  and  thirty  of 

Athoh  mco,  aeven  dayt,  and  oDebunOied 


and  twenty  of  IImm»  Iwilwe  dvyi,  six 
dred  of  StntiuBortHi  men,  three  daye,  two 
hundred  and  forty  of  then,  thirteen  days, 
with  dry  qjnarlan,  SJBOK  JteM,  paid  to 
them  at  aiL  4dL  p«  dices,  1,79011  Its.  to  enk 
th^  meat,  as  it  was  called.  Ftandcred, 
217/.    8Uty  b^gagt  horses,  4M.lH.4d. 

In  all  nmwmMmn— »«■■«»■«»■■■«■«■■■■«■■»■■■«>■■■  MjAJM\ 


0  0 


The  Isle  of  MeiUe  Cmnbray  sustained  of  kies, 
by  plunder  of  Atbole  men,  ..«. 


13   4 


The  whole  sum  ftom  the  ahire  of  Ayr 


amounts  to 


.197^100  0  0 


Many  remarkg  might  be  made  upon  this 
account,  but  it  apeaks  (or  itselC  I  onljr 
notice,  that  the  acconnta  from  the  pariah  of 
DahTmple*  and,  which  ia  of  more  import- 
ance, from  the  town  of  Irvine,  are  not  here. 
No  doubt  Irvine  would  be  very  deep,  since 
they  refused  the  bond,  and  Ayr,  who  wai 
obsequious,  was  £12,000.  It  would  be 
further  observed,  that  the  pariah  of  Stew- 
arton, which  was  among  the  last  where  the 
accounts  were  gathered,  reckona  eigfat  thou- 
sand merks  for  loss  of  labour,  which  is  not 
cast  in  the  above  account,  because  a  calcula- 
tion was  not  made  of  it  in  the  rest  of  the 
parishes  of  the  shire ;  but  it  aeems  a  most 
reasonable  article;  they  reckon  eighty  ploughs 
were  idle  twenty  days,  at  five  merks  the 
plough;  and  if  this  be  added  to  what  is 
above,  and  what  was  noticed  before  this 
account,  it  will  grow  exceedingly  on  our 
hand.  The  heaviness  of  this  oppreasioa 
will  further  appear,  if  what  ia  exacted  be 
compared  with  the  valuation  of  the  parishes, 
or  their  yearly  valued  rent.  I  give  but  one 
instance.  The  valuation  of  the  parish  o( 
Stevenston,  I  know,  is  a  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  and  more  than  the  half  was  extorted 
from  them,  L.622,  12s.  4d.  And  lastly,  t( 
at  a  modest  calculation,  and  to  me  it  appears 
short  of  the  real  losses  of  the  shir^  when 
we  make  the  necessaiy  additiona  above 
specified,  we  should  fix  the  whole  of  this 
one  shire,  at  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
Scots,  and  then  adjoin  the  loeaea  of  Stirlkif- 
shire,  Dunbarton,  Lanark,  and  Renfiew, 
^\]kkOMg^  their  losses  could  not  be  ao  great  as 
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Ayrshire^  the  reMtBr  will  gueM,  what  a  hor- 
rible c^ds  and  damage  this  invastoo  by  the 
Highland  host,  was  to  the  west  of  SootlaiuL 

After  what  is  set  down,  I  need  not  much 
enter  upon  thespoiliqgs  and  depredations  of 
particular  persons,  families,  and  places.  A 
few  hints  may  serre  to  gire  some  further 
▼iew  of  the  damage  done  to  the  country  at 
this  time. 

There  were  eight  hundred  Highlanders 
commanded  by  the  laird  of  Glenlyon,  sent 
upon  the  parish  of  Stiatton,  though  the 
parish  was  made  to  pay  as  if  they  had  been 
nine  hundred.  They  had  free  quarters 
fourteen  days;  their  continual  trade  was 
shooting  of  sheep,  robbing  men  and  women, 
n^t  and  day,  and  perfect  thiering  and  sted- 
ing^  It  is  a  modest  calculation  that  b  made 
of  it  in  the  above  account.  As  soon  as  the 
host  came  to  Ayrshire,  the  curate  of  Kirk- 
oswald  went  and  procured  a  regiment  to 
thst  parish,  and  by  his  information  the 
quarters  were  ordered,  and  such  as  had  any 
way  finroured  the  sufferers,  had  multitudes 
sent  upon  them.  John  Alexander  of  Dru- 
mochrein,  because  he  sometimes  had  lodged 
presbyterian  ministers,  had  great  numbers 
quartered  on  him ;  and,  besides  free  quarters, 
was'  obliged  to  pay  eighty  pounds  Scots. 
And  every  family  almost  had  money  forced 
from  it  in  less  or  more,  besides  vast  losses 
by  their  being  obliged  to  disperse  their 
plenishing;  and  what  they  got  not  removed, 
was  generally  plundered.  The  small  parish 
of  Dahnelington  had  nine  hundred  High- 
landers quartered  upon  them.  Every  m«1c- 
land  had  twenty  for  their  share;  and  when 
some  were  sent  to  a  neighbouring  parish, 
there  remained  eight  upon  every  merk-land ; 
and  they  bad  their  sixpence  a  day,  besides 
free  quarter  and  prodigious  plunder.  In 
this  parish  lived  that  excellent  countryman 
Qnintin  Dick,  of  whose  su£ferings  an  account 
shall  be  afterwards  given.  He  was  an  emi- 
nent Christian,  and  prudent,  wise,  and  know- 
ing, fiur  above  most  of  his  education  and 
station :  he  hath  left  a  diary  and  remarks 
upon  the  proridence  of  Ood  toward  him 
in  the  difR»rent  periods  of  his  life,  which  is 
writ  with  a  great  deal  of  solidity  and  judg- 
ment, and  what  he  says,  with  relation  to  the 
Highland  host,  deserves  a  room  here.  ''The 


4S7 


next  passages  (says  he)  I  sbaD  in-  iftja 
stance,  fell  out  in  the  year  1678,  call- 
ed by  us  in  the  country,  the  year  of  the  High- 
land host,  when  the  western  shires  were  by  act 
of  council  given  up  to  be  harassed  and  plun- 
dered by  these  savE^es,  for  no  other  cause,  but 
because  some  few  did  at  some  times  go  to  the 
public  worship  of  Ood,  in  these  meetings  of 
his  people,  called  conventides.  The  first  gen- 
eral rendezvous  being  at  Stirling,  from 
thence  they  came  to  Glasgow:  the  news 
coming,  that  all  along  in  their  march  they 
wasted  and  harassed  the  country,  especially 
the  persons  and  houses  of  idl  such  as  desired 
to  fear  and  serve  €k>d,  and  keep  a  good 
conscience;  and  that  there  was  no  safety 
for  any  person  who  did  refose  thdr  bond,  a 
test  which  the  very  enemies  themsdves 
seemed  to  nauseate,  and  that  with  all  expe- 
dition they  were  hasting  to  the  town  of  Ayr, 
that  shire  being  designed  to  be  made  exam- 
plaiy  to*  all  Scotland.  I  confess,  when  I 
consideried  the  persons  employed  in  that 
affair,  the  commissions  they  had  from  the 
coundlywho  should  have  been  the  fiithers  and 
protectors  of  the  poor  and  oppressed,  the 
methods  they  followed  to  put  their  com- 
mission in  execution,  and  the  Highland 
commanders,  under  which  that  host  march- 
ed, it  was  very  terrible  both  to  me  and  many 
others.  I  need  not  mention  in  what  a  for- 
midable dress  (where  there  was  none  to 
oppose)  they  came  from  Glasgow,  through 
the  country,  to  Ayr,  with  their  cannon,  their 
ammunition,  their  iron  shackles  and  fetters ; 
from  thence  issuing  forth  their  companies 
for  ilk  parish  by  itself,  with  orders  to  keep 
peremptorily  such  and  such  times.  Mean- 
while the  Highlanders  were  sent  in  swarms 
through  the  country,  there  to  lie,  plunder, 
pillage,  and  await  orders  for  more  havock, 
against  all  who  should  seem  to  scruple  what- 
ever should  be  enjoined  them.  In  such  a 
shock,  when  all  rdiige  fidled  me,  I  thought 
it  high  time  to  make  haste  to  the  RodL  of 
Ages."  And  then  this  good  man  sets  down 
his  sweet  experiences  of  the  Lord's  being 
with  him  in  prayer,  and  what  scriptures  he 
was  made  to  hope  upon,  too  long  to  be 
insert  here :  and  particularly  observes,  that 
he  felt  the  whole  verses  of  the  27th  Psalm, 
speak  either  safety  or  direction  to  his  soul; 
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1678.  '^^^^l^^^^^i^'^^^^'i^^Biniiig  a  doub- 
led call  encouraged  hiniy  with  a  quiet 
and  feariess  mind  to  wait,  trusting  in  Ood  till 
his  trial  came.  He  goes  on,  and  remarks, 
"  That  upon  a  Sabbath  night,  when  day-light 
was  going,  two  of  Caithness's  men  as  quarter- 
masters, came  and  alighted  at  my  house  in 
Dalraelington,  and  gare  me  their  orders  for 
quartering  fourteen  hundred.  I  told  them 
I  was  no  public  person,  nor  ever  had  any 
charge  in  the  place.  They  answered,  I  was 
one  of  the  three  in  the  parish  to  whom  they 
were  directed,  and  they  resolved  to  stay  in 
my  house  that  night.  I  told  them  it  was 
Sabbath  night,  and  not  proper  to  cast  quar- 
ters, but  to-morrow  I  should  convene  the 
other  two  persons  they  were  directed  to. 
To-morrow  the  allocation  was  made,  and 
the  fourteen  hundred  came  to  nine  hundred, 
of  which  I  had  twenty  for  my  share.  In 
three  days  thereafter,  orders  came  to  deliver 
up  our  arms  to  Captain  Campbell  of  Loch- 
dochart.  I  had  none,  being  twice  disarmed 
before.  In  a  day  or  two  I  thought  it  would 
be  my  best  to  expose  my  house,  and  shift 
the  company  of  these  whose  language  I 
understood  not,  and  whose  company  I  could 
not  well  digest;  and  after  I  had  provided 
fur  the  removal  and  secret  conveyance  of 
such  things  out  of  my  house  as  I  thought 
fit,  and  prepared  three  servants  to  attend 
the  house,  and  answer  the  guests  so  far  and 
so  long  as  they  could,  after  three  or  four 
days'  stay  I  went  ofi^  and  shifted  the  best 
way  I  could,  for  some  weeks."  So  far 
this  excellent  person. 

The  barbarities  exercised  upon  the  house 
and  lands  of  Cunninghamhead,  in  the  parish 
of  Dreghom,  deserve  a  particular  remark, 
and  I  give  them  in  the  words  of  a  gentleman 
of  honour,  witness  to  some  of  them,  and 
nearly  concerned  in  all,  in  a  letter  to  me, 
which  I  am  allowed  to  publish.  "  In  the 
year  1678,  when  the  Highland  host  came  to 
the  shire  of  Ayr,  a  troop  of  horse,  called  the 
troop  of  Angus  gentlemen  heritors,  com- 
manded by  the  laird  of  Dun,  had  the  lands 
of  Cunninghamhead  allotted  to  them  for 
their  quarters.  Dunbar  of  Orange,  ne- 
phew to  the  laird  of  Dun,  was  coronet  to 
that  troop.  Tlie  present  Sir  William  Cun- 
ningham  of  Cunninghamhead,  was  tVieti  «l 
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minor,  a  sdiool-boy  at  Inrine,  and  his  excel- 
lent &tber  dead  ;*  and  he  himself  to  be 
sure  had  never  acted  any  thing  offensive  to 
the  government.  The  heritors  who  took 
the  bond,  and  their  liuids,  were  firee  from 
quartering  and  all  exactions,  as  for  as  High- 
land robbers  could  be  restrained;  snd 
although  the  minor  Sir  'Vniliam  was  not 
capable  of  accepting  of,  or  refusing  the  said 
bond,  yet  the  said  Angus  troop  were  quar- 
tered upon  his  ground.  The  troopers  pre- 
tending the  several  country  houses  in  Sir 
William's  land  were  not  convenient  enough 
for  many  of  them  to  quarter  in,  they  obliged 
the  tenants  to  advance  the  five  pounds 
sterling  for  dry  quarter,  as  they  called  it. 
When  by  paying  this  they  reasonably  ex- 
pected to  have  been  fi'eed  firom  guests  Uiey 
paid  so  well  for,  every  tenant  in  that  little 
spot  of  ground  had  at  least  three  footmen 
of  the  wild  Highlanders  put  upon  them, 
who,  during  their  abode,  near  a  month,  lived 
at  discretion :  yea,  notwithstanding  of  the 
pretended  insufficiency  of  these  country- 
houses  for  entertaining  gentlemen,  sevenl 
of  them  found  it  best,  aft^  dry  quarters 
were  cc^lected,  to  continue,  particularly  the 
foresaid  coronet  lodged,  with  his  horses  and 
servants,  in  David  Muir's  in  the  Byres  of 
Cunninghamhead.  While  thb  gentleman 
stayed  there,  he  came  one  day  to  the  old 
Tower  of  Cunninghamhead,  where  nobody 
lived ;  and  in  the  second  story  of  it  was  a 
granary  wherein  lay  meal,  which  was  the 
most  substantial  part,  if  not  the  whole  of 
the  minor's  estate.  The  coronet  called  to 
have  the  doors  opened  to  him ;  the  keeper 
of  the  keys  was  accidentally,  and  without 
any  design,  out  of  the  way,  and  so  ready 
access  could  not  be  given  him  at  that  time. 


*  He,  while  a  child,  succeeded  his  father  io 
1670;  and  in  1679  be  was  served  heir  to  his 
mother,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas  first  lord 
Ruthven.  He  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Sir 
Archibald  Stewart  of  Castlemilk,  but  had  no 
issue.  He  died  in  1724,  in  which  year  also  Cun- 
ninghamhead was  sold  to  the  ancestor  of  the 
present  n888)  proprietor,  D.  S.  Buchanan, 
Esq.  The  representation  of  the  family  is  now 
in  the  person  of  colonel  Stewart,  M.  Fullarton 
of  Fullarton,  as  descended  from  Barbara,  eldest 
daughter  of  John  Cunningham  of  Cunning- 
hamhead, who,  in  ]684»  married  Jamea  Fullar- 
ton of  Fullarton.— Robertson's  Ayrshire  Fami- 
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This  enraged  hhn  bo,  that  wilfully,  and  in 
day-ligfaty  without  any  order,  or  any  proYO- 
catkm,  he  became  giulty  of  house-breaking 
and  wHfixl  fire,  a  crime  capital  in  our  law. 
And  there  being  at  the  foot  of  the  stair, 
which  taketh  up  to  the  tower  an  iron  grate, 
with  a  strong  wainscot  door  behind  it,  he 
set  fire  to  the  door,  and  by  gunpowder  got 
the  hanging  lock  upon  the  iron  grate  blown 
up  and  broke  open;  and  having  forced  a 
hole  in  the  wainscot  door,  got  in :  and  after 
he  had  dealt  the  same  way  with  another 
door  and  grate  upon  the  room  where  the 
meal  lay,  got  in ;  and  he  and  his  servants 
broke  open  the  granary,  went  into  it  with 
their  boots  and  shoes,  all  bedaubed  with 
clay  and  earth  from  the  open  fields,  and 
pierced  and  dug  up  the  meal,  under  pretext 
of  searching  for  arms,  and  with  their  dirty  feet 
perfectly  spoiled  it,  to  the  great  loss  of  the 
innocent  minor."  Here  was  a  most  barbar- 
ous and  illegal  step,  without  any  warrant  or 
shadow  of  law,  and  perfectly  malicious. 
**  This  same  coronet  committed  many  inso- 
iencies  beside  this,  in  Sir  William's  lands. 
He  forced  his  landlord,  David  Muir,  to  give 
him  what  money  he  had,  threatening  other- 
wise to  hang  him  in  his  own  bam.  And 
when  he  had  got  what  he  had  in  the  house, 
he  and  his  servants  went  into  the  barn,  in 
the  one  end  of  which  was  a  mow  of  com, 
and  in  the  other  of  bear,  and  they  cast  both 
down  in  the  middle  of  the  bam,  all  through 
othes<  to  the  man's  great  loss  ;  and  all  under 
pretence  that  he  had  a  chest  under  the  stuff, 
where  his  money  was.  Which,  when  they 
found  not,  it  was  with  some  difficulty  they 
were  hindered  by  a  company  of  women,  from 
banging  the  poor  man  in  his  own  bam." 

I  have  before  me  a  lai^  account  of  the 
damage  done  to  the  town  of  Kilmarnock  at 
this  time,  by  the  Highlanders,  and  am  told 
it  is  but  a  very  small  part  of  what  yet  may 
be  attested.  It  is  but  a  few  hints  I  shall 
give  out  of  it.  John  Borland  in  the  Bridge 
of  Kilmarnock,  by  quartering  and  dry  quar- 
ters, lost  one  hundred  pounds  Scots.  Wil- 
liam Taylor, merchant,  had  a  whole  company 
quartered  upon  him  one  night,  besides  his 
ordinary  quota  of  them  who  stayed.  Mat- 
thew Hopkin,  merchant,  reckons  his  loss  five 
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had  nine  Highlanders  quartered  ^^„g 
upon  him  for  six  weeks,  who  had 
meat,  and  drink,  and  dry  quarters.  When  they 
went  off  they  robbed  his  house,  firom  whence 
they  carried  some  sacks  fiill  of  household 
stuff  and  goods ;  a  hose  fiill  of  silver  money, 
and  abused  this  honest  man,  broke  two  ribs 
in  his  side,  and  swore  they  would  cut  off 
his  head;  and  frighted  his  wife  sore,  by 
putting  a  dirk  a  little  into  her  side,  that  she 
being  big  with  child,  very  soon  after  died 
with  the  terror.  This  good  man's  loss  was 
very  great,  upwards  of  a  thousand  merks. 
Hugh  Mowat,  innkeeper,  lost  a  hundred 
pounds.  James  Stuart  and  his  son  had 
twenty-six  men  for  nine  days.  James  Aird 
of  Milton  had  twenty-four  men  for  a  month, 
and  twelve  men  other  ten  days.  I  have  a 
great  many  others  in  the  account  before  me, 
but  I  pass  them.  It  may  be  worth  while  to 
observe,  that  before  the  Highlanders  left 
Kilmarnock,  they  resolved  upon  the  Sabbath 
to  plunder  the  town,  and  did  actually  plun- 
der several  houses,  as  we  have  heard ;  and 
had  done  the  like  to  all,  if  the  matter  had 
not  been  over-mled  with  great  intercession, 
and  considerable  sums  private  persons  ad- 
vanced to  their  officers.  It  was  this  day 
Mr.  Wedderbura  minister  of  the  place,  and 
well  known  by  the  books  he  had  published, 
got  the  beginning  of  his  sickness  of  which 
he  died,  by  the  barbarity  of  a  Highlandman's 
pushing  him  on  the  breast,  with  the  butt  end 
of  his  musket,  when  he  was  interceding  to 
spare  the  place.*    The  real  loss  of  the  town 


able  women,' 
hundred  merks.    William  Dickie,  merchant,  |  stations  by  the  virtues  and  the  graces  of  penonal 


*  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderbum  was  one  of 
those  eminent  worthies  who  witnessed  a  good 
confession  during  the  troublous  times  of  the 
church  of  Scotland.  He  was  minister  first  at 
Forgan  in  Fife,  and  afterwards  at  Kilmarnock. 
Besides  what  he  gave  to  the  public  during  his 
life,  after  his  death  two  volumes  of  his  sermons 
were  published,  partly  from  notes  taken  in  short- 
hand by  those  who  heard  them,  and  partly  from 
his  own  M  SS.  The  sul^ect  of  the  first  of  these 
▼olumes  is,  the  Nature  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace ; 
or  as  he  terms  it "  David's  Testament  opened  up, 
in  forty  sermons  upon  2  Samuel,  zxiii.  6." 
The  subject  of  the  second  is,  the  history  of  our 
Lord's  transfiffuration,  evangelically  and  practi- 
cally improTed ;  in  twenty-two  discourses.  The 
volumes  were  published  after  his  death,  about 
the  commencement  of  last  century,  and  they 
are  dedicated  to  the  countess  of  Kothes,  and 
the  countess  of  Wemyss,  two  of  those  "  honoor- 
**  who   have  adorned  their  high 


430  THE  HISTORY  OF 

1678.   ^  Kilmarnock,  nys  »  penoa  of 
good  credit,  who  writes  to  me,  was 


certainly  gi^eater  this  year,  thao  in  Dalziel's 
year  Bhtr  Pentland ;  then,  as  we  heard,  it 
was  fifty  thousand  merks. 

That  the  reader  may  have  some  view  of 
what  was  done  in  other  places,  as  well  as  in 
the  shire  of  Ayr,  I  shall  notice,  that  the 
parish  of  Evandale  or  Strathaven  in  Lan- 
arkshire, by  an  account  lately  taken  up  from 
such  sufferers  as  were  then  alive,  lost,  by 
free  quarter  and  other  extortions,  the  sum 
of  jf  1,700  :  12«.,  and  we  may  without  any 
stretch  double  it,  considering  that  many 
were  dead  in  thirty  years  and  more,  after 
the  Highland  host  were  among  them.  The 
parish  of  Cambuslang  in  the  same  shire, 
though  it  be  a  very  small  one,  had  a  con- 
siderable loss.  John  Corsbie  had  fifty 
Highlanders  of'  Athole's  men.  With  a  lieu- 
tenant and  quarternnaster,  quartered  on  him 
for  eight  days.  David  Donald  had  sixteen 
quartered  on  him  during  the  said  space. 
Jhmes  Jackson,  William  Ker,  and  Thomas 
Robertson,  in  Middlecots,  had  eadi  of  them 
twenty-two  of  the  foresud  Highlandaa 
quartered  on  them  for  eight  days.  In  the 
return  of  the  host  from  the  more  western 
places,  one  lieutenant  Stuart,  and  quarter- 
master Leckie,   came   to  the  parish  with 
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e^teen  men,  and  continiied  five  weeks  ia 
it  in  aeedtinie;  and  toM  the  parish,  they 
had  orders  to  quarter  eighty  men,  though 
they  let  none  see  the  order,  and  no  more 
men  than  eighteen  ever  came,  and  accord- 
ingly exacted  the  money  off  the  paririi, 
which  amounted  to  je86],  and  wfaoeoever 
refiised  to  pay,  had  their  houses  rifled,  and 
were  forced  to  buy  back  their  goods  at  much 
more  money  than  they  would  have  paid  for 
quarters.  These  and  other  hardships  upon 
the  duchess  of  Hamilton's  lands  at  this 
time,  made  that  excellent  person,  upon  the 
5th  of  April,  take  an  instrument  against  the 
eari  of  Strathmore,  for  the  restoring  of  what 
was  illegally  exacted  from  her  and  her  ten- 
ants ;  a  copy  of  which  I  have  insert  below.* 


godliness.  The  diicounes,  considered  as  pos- 
thumous remains,  are  highly  creditable  to  the 
t^ents  and  piety  of  their  author.  They  abound 
in  excellent  expositions  of  scripture ;  the  style 
is  simple  and  by  no  menus  vulgar;  and  they 
exhibit  what  we  do  not  always  find  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  period,  a  paramount  regard  to  the 
Practical  bearings  of  Christian  truth  on  the 
earts  and  lives  of  Christian  professors.  The 
volume  on  the  covenant  of  grace,  presents  to 
tis  in  sermons  xxi.  and  xxii.  one  of  tne  simplest 
and  clearest  illustrations  I  have  ever  seen  of  a 
subject  much  talked  of,  but  very  imperfectly 
understood  in  the  present  day — the  doctrine  of 
the  assurance  of  faith.  He  shews  at  great  length, 
that,  while  assurance  is  by  no  means  essential 
to  the  being  of  faith,  it  is  exceedingly  desirable 
in  regard  to  the  spiritual  prosperitv  of  a  Chris- 
tian ;  that  it  is  attainable ;  and  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  seek  after  it.  He  points  out  the  reasons 
why  it  is  not  often  attained,  and  minutely 
specifies  the  various  marks  by  which  Christians 
are  required  to  examine  themselves,  so  as  to 
know  tnat  they  are  in  covenant  with  God.  No 
man  who  reads  the  sermons  of  Mr.  Wedderbum 
will  say,  that  the  preachers  of  the  **  olden  time" 
were  txclutivdy  polemical ;  or  that  Calvinism  is 
Incapable  of  a  most  full  and  powerful  application 
to  the  "boaowB  and  the  business'*    oi  human 


*  Jnttnanent,  dwcheu  of  Hamilton  agaiugt  tkt 
arl  of  Strathmore,  April  bth,  1678. 

The  which  day,  in  presence  of  mc  nouur  public 
ondersubscribing,    and    witneases   aftemamcd, 
compeared  personally  John  Bailie  chanabcirlain  «f 
Hamilton,  as  having  power  and  commisaion  fimn 
Anna  duchess  of  Hamilton,  and  to  the  effect 
underwritten,  and  past  to  the  neraooal  preMooa 
of  Patrick  earl  of  Strathmore,  being  for  the  time 
in  the  dwelling-house  of  William  HamlltiNi, 
maltman,  burgess  of  .Hamilton,  and  there  tht 
said  John  Bailie  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  «ud 
duchess,  shewed  the  said  Patrick  earl  of  Strath- 
more,  that  the  said  duchess,  nor  M'llliam  doka 
of  Hamilton  her  husband,  had  never  seen  any 
orders  for  free  quarters  to  have  been  made  by 
any  o£Sicersor  soldiers  in  any  troopsor  reg iments 
for  the  time  within  the  shire  of  Lanark,  upon 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever ;   and  tnat 
notwithstanding  thereof,  a  considerable  part  of 
the  regiment  of  foot  under  the  command  of  the 
said  earl,  sometime  more  and  sometime  fewer, 
had    quartered  upon  the  lands   and    property 
of  the  said  duke  and  duchess,  within  the  parisn 
of  Hamilton,  from  the  16th  day  of  Marchlast 
bypast,  to  this  present  day  inclusive,  witboat 
payment  of  any  sums  of  money ;  therefore,  as 
also  that  the  said  soldiers  have  exai^ted  divert 
sums  of  money,  or  dry  quarters  (so  termed  by 
them),  from  several  of  the  said  duke  and  duchess 
their  tenants,  and  that  by  and  attour  the  enter- 
tainment of  meat,  drink,  and  bedding  they  bad 
in  the  places  where  they  were  qnuartered ;  and 
therefore^  and  in  respect  there  had  been  no  order 
fiihewn  for  free  quarters,  or  levylnr  of  money,  by 
and  attour  the  same,  the  said  John  Bailie  in  name 
and  behalf,  and  at  oonaroand  of  the  said  duchess, 
desired  of  the  said  earl,  that  he  would  either  pay, 
or  cause  make  payment  to  the  said  dnke  and 
duchess  their  respective  tesanta,  for  the  quarters 
such  of  his  soldiers  bad  upon  their  respective 
tenants ;  the  space  above  written ;   aa  also^  that 
the  said  tenants  might  be  reimbursed  of  all 
exactions  used  by  his  said  soldiers  from  them. 
Whereunto  it  was  answered  by  the  said  eari, 
that  the  bringing  such  of  his  regiment  was  at  the 
command  of  his  mi^esty's  privy  council,  founded 
\  uYOTk  \n&Tfia^si^^  warrant ;  and  that  the  qoar- 
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Accounts  of  this  nature  will  be  endless ; 

and  therefore,  though  I  could  add  a  great 
^  many  more>  yet  I  shall  end  thb  section  with 

an  account  I  have  firom  a  good  hand,  of 
i  that  excellent  person  the  lady  Houston,  in 

the  shire  of  Renfrew,  at  this  time.*    A  party 

of  soldiers  had  sadly  harassed  Sir  Patrick 

Houston's  tenants  in  his  absence,  he  being 

at  London ;  yea,  such  was  their  rudeness  to 

dame  Anne  Hamilton  his  lady,  that  not  only 

the  meaner  sort,  but  even  Sir  Oeoige  Nicol- 

8on  who  commanded  them,  threatened  her 

personally  to    that    pitch,    that    she  was 

obliged  to  let  down  the  portcullis  of  the 

gate  to  keep  them  out  of  the  house ;  but 

unhappily  she  found  two  of  her  younger 

sons,  Blr.  William  and  Archibald,  were  with- 
out the  gates :  she  was  so  frighted  with  their 

threatenings,  and  the  fears  of  what  they 

might  do  to  the  young  boys,  that  she  fell 


tcriiig  made  by  him  of  his  regiment,  was  conform 
to  order  from  the  m^Jor-^eneral,  and  that  be  bad 
never  eommanded  or  allowed  any  exactions  of 
any  kind,  beside  tbeir  quarters;  and  that  the 
same  (if  any  was  nsed)  was  expressly  contrary 
to  his  orders:  whereupon,  ana  upon  all  and 
sundry  the  haill  premises,  the  said  John  Bailie 
In  name  and  at  command  foresaid,  as  also  the 
said  Patrick  earl  of  Strathmore,  asked  and  took 
Instmments,  one  or  more,  in  the  hands  of  me 
notar  public  undersubecribinff.  Thir  things 
were  done  within  the  dwelling-house  of  the  said 
William  Hamilton,  betwixt  and  ten  hours  in 
the  forenoon,  day,  month,  year  of  God,  and 
king's  reign  respeetire  foresaid,  in  presence  of 
James  Weir  of  Kirkfield,  Arthur  Nasmith,  and 
Richard  Maxwel  writers  in  Hamilton,  the  said 
William  Hamilton  and  divers  others,  witnesses  to 
the  premises  specially  called  and  required. 
Ma  Cfte  verum  ut  praferturi  ego  Andreas  Schaw, 

motarius  ptihiieus,  aapramitta  requisitus,  assero, 

teUand,  tigno  el  ttibscriptione, 

*  This  lady^s  maiden  name,  as  noticed  below, 
was  Anna  Hamilton,  second  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Hamilton  of  Csjrriden  and  Bargeny,  who 
was  created  a  peer  of  Scotland  in  16S9,  under 
the  title  of  lora  Barffeny.  The  attachment  of 
her  fiitber  to  the  roy^  cause  was  so  conspicuous, 
that  Cromwell  excepted  him  out  of  the  art  of 
|race  ISth  April,  1654;  and  be  died  in  1656. 
Her  mother  was  lady  Jean  Douglas,  second 
daughter  of  William  first  marquis  of  Douglas. 
Her  husband.  Sir  Patrick  Houston,  was  the 
representatiTO  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
Scotland ;  being  noticed  in  charters  of  so  old  a 
date  as  the  rngn  of  Malcolm  IV.  He  was 
created  a  baronet  of  Nora  Scotia  by  Charies  II. 
in  I66S.  He  lived  till  1606,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son  Sir  John ;  in  whose  immediate 
deseendanto  the  Aiale  line  having  failed,  the 
Hooaton  succession  came  by  marriage  to  be 
mened  in  that  of  the  family  of  Shaw  Stewart 
•f  Greenock  and  BladchalL — Robertson^s  Rcnf. 
pp.  117,  413;  Andown's  Ham.  p.  2l7.^JSd. 
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into  a  fever,  of  which  in  a  few  days  iftma 
she  died ;  and  her  sister  Mra.  Griial 
Hamilton,  di^ighter  to  the  lord  Bargeny, 
by  waiting  upon  her,  fell  into  the  same 
distemper,  and  diedf  This  lady  was  singo* 
larly  devout  and  religious;  and  very  much 
in  her  sentiments  against  episcopacy^and 
her  death  was  very  welcome-  news  to  the 
episcopal  clergy  of  that  bounds,  whom  she 
would  never  in  the  least  countenance.  Jt 
was  noticed,  that  this  Sir  Geoige  Micolsoo 
of  that  ilk,  and  laird  of  Lasswade,  afler  this 
sensibly  decayed  in  his  fortune ;  and  though 
at  this  time  he  had  an  opulent  estate,  yet 
in  a  few  years  he  became  bankrupt,  and  his 
estate  was  sold,  after  his  death,  by  the  lords 
of  session,  to  pay  his  debts. 

Upon  the  wholet  as  these  hardships  and 
oppressions  were  general,  and  no  great  dif- 
ference made  in  the  lands  of  such  who  had 


f  It  has  been  noticed  as  **  most  remarkable, 
that  not  one  Whig  lost  his  life  during  the  inva- 
sion of  these  H&hland  crusaders.  —Note  to 
Kirkton  p.  S91.  From  the  instances  noticed  by 
Wodrow  of  deaths  caused  by  these  "  crusaders,^ 
this  statement  may  be  said  not  to  be  strictly 
true ;  but  granting  that  it  ia  true,  what  does  it 
prove?  Nothing  more  than  that  no  violent 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  **  Whigs*'  was  made 
to  these  "crusaders;**  for  assuredly  it  will  not 
be  questioned  that  the  Highlanders  were  em- 
powered, and  expressly  enjoined  to  punish  a  la 
mUitaire  those  who  Tentured  to  fight  with  them, 
or  to  oppose  them  in  any  direct  way ;  and  this 
places  beyond  all  doubt,  the  loyalty  of  the 
covenanters,  and  their  backwardness^  to  take 
arms,  even  when  self-defence  might  with  great 
reason  have  been  plmed.  Burnet  tdU  os  that 
<*  here  things  seemed  done  on  design  to  force  a 
rebellion,**  and  he  adds,  **  it  was  happy  for  the 
public  peace,  that  the  people  were  universally 
possessed  with  this  opinion ;  for  when  they  saw 
a  rebellion  was  desired,  they  bore  the  present 
oppression  more  quietly,  than  perhaps  they 
would  have  done,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that**— 
VoL  ii.  p.  185.  **  As  for  the  oppressions,  ex- 
actions, injuries  and  cruelties  committed  by  the 
Highlanders  among  the  poor  people  of  the  west 
country,  it  is  a  business  alMve  m^  reach  to 
describe:  there  is  a  whole  book  written  upon 
that  subject,  wherein  the  list  is  more  particular 
and  full  than  ever  my  information  could  reach ; 
and  a  thinking  man  may  apprehend,  what  a 
company  of  barbarous  Highlanders  would  doe, 
when  they  were  sent  upon  the  design  to  turn 
the  innocent  people  of  the  west  country  mad  by 
their  oppressions,  in  which  office  indeed  yon 
may  believe  they  were  very  fkithful ;  yet  when 
after  a  few  weeks'  experience,  our  governors 
perceived  the  west  country  woold  not  rise  in 
arms,  (as  was  hoped,)  but  would  continue  pa-' 
tient  under  their  tynnny,  they  begane  to  be 
ashamed,  they  bade  chosen  ane  expedient  both 
ineffectual  and  odious  to  the  world's  end,  aa  it 


432 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  []bOOK  II. 


1678. 


taken  the  bond,  from  those  who 
did  not,  this  project  appeared  to 
all  almost  both  severe  and  unjust,  yea  ridi- 
culous and  unbecoming  the  wisdom  of  a 
government,  and  irritate  multitudes,  ren- 
dered the  managers  contemptible,  and  the 
clergy,  from  whom  in  part  it  did  spring,  and 
who  heartily  fell  in  in  many  places  with  the 
host,  perfectly  odious.  I  come  now  to  the 
consequents  of  tius  in  the  council,  and  at 
court. 

SECT.  IT. 

Of  tome  things  which  followed  the  return  of 
the  Highland  host,  the  approbation  and 


**  King's  letter  of  thanks  and  indemnity  to 
the  council  and  committee,"  but  in  the 
record  it  is, 

Letter  of  the  king  to  the  council,  approving 
their  and  the  commitle^s  proceedings. 

**  Charles  R.— Right  trusty,  &c  We 
well  understood  the  insolence  of  the  ^ 
a£fected  shires,  and  a  great  part  of  your 
progress  in  reducing  them  to  their  duty  in  a 
great  measure,  before  your  letter,  dated 
filarch  16th,  came  to  our  hands:  for  their 
irregularities  make  so  much  noise,  and  are 
so  destructive  to  our  interest,  that  we 
admire  how  many  of  our  subjects  should 
think  (as  your  letter  intimates  some  do) 


narraul  of  the  proceeding,  of  the  councU   ^  *»f  l^'''"  *?'  *  f"?  ^1  "* 
a,dcomnmee,tkeeaHofQu«U',c«e.and   """^  *«  ^  '^  Scotland,  both  fioa 


other  things  at  court,  until  the  convention  of 
estates,  June  26/A,  1678. 

I  DESIGN  this  section  for  giving  a  narrative 
of  some  things  with  relation  to  the  Highland 
host  and  committee,  which  I  could  not 
bring  in  on  the  second  section,  without 
breaking  the  thread  of  the  account  there, 
and  making  it  very  long.  I  am  here  then  to 
give  some  account  of  the  approbation  of  the 
committee's  procedure,  both  by  king  and 
council,  and  the  narrative  they  themselves 
gave  of  this  matter,  with  reflections  upon 
it,  of  the  earl  of  Cassils's  case,  and  the 
attempt  of  duke  Hamilton  and  others,  to 
give  the  king  a  true  account  of  the  state  of 
things  in  Scotland,  and  any  thing  further 
which  offers^  till  the  convention  in  June. 
After  the  council's  submissive  letter  of 
March  16th,  seeking  an  approbation  for 
themselves  and  the  committee,  insert  above 
at  length,  April  1st,  the  following  letter 
comes;  upon  the  receipt  of  which  they 
despatch  copies  of  it  to  the  committee. 
In  most  copies  I  have  seen  it  is  termed, 


Tras  unparalleled  In  the  history  of  the  world 
from  the  beginning.  So  after  the  Hif hlaoden 
hade  to  the  utmost  tempted  the  patience  of  these 
poor  people*  tho*  the  devouring  soldiers  wearied 
not,  our  council  thoufht  good  to  conclude  this 
crusU  expedition. '*^Kirkton,  p.  S90.  Wodrow 
is  also  confirmed  most  fully  by  Law  in  his 
Memorials,  p.  1S9.  and  by  Burnet,  vol.  ii. 


I  Dy  . 
*sHi 


18S.  ke.  See  also  Laing*s  Hist.  toL  iil.  p.  78.— 
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extraordinary  affection  to  that  our  ancient 
kingdom,  and  because  of  the  frequent  repie- 
sentations  that  have  been  made  to  us,)  do, 
for  securing  the  peace  there,  proceeds  merdy 
from  the  suggestions  of  our  coundl^  and  want 
of  true  information ;  since  all  have  had  opca 
access  to  us,  and  we  have,  of  late  yean, 
heard  many  of  our  subjects  of  that  fcipgdnm^ 
fully  and  patiently ;  whilst  they  endeavour, 
by  weak  reasons,  to  justify  the  occasion  of 
their  differing  from  our  ministers,  and  oppos- 
ing our  authority :  nor  could  we  have  ex- 
pected, that  these  who  have  so  afi]X)nted 
our  authority,  and  given  such  ill  example  to 
our  subjects,  and  have  cast  loose  the  prin- 
ciples of  all  government,  could  have  dared 
to  think  that  we  may  yet  approve  of  their 
rebellious  courses.  And  to  let  you  further 
know  our  resentments,  we  do  thank  you 
very  heartily  for  your  careful  prosecution  of 
what  we  recommended  to  you,  in  our  letter 
December  1 1th.  And  afler  perusal  of  your 
commissions  and  instructions,  (which  we 
have  signed  to  show  that  they  were  com- 
pared by  us  with  the  smd  letter)  we  Bp" 
prove  of  your  sending  in  our  forces,  and 
of  the  conunissions  given  by  you  to  these 
noblemen  that  have  thdr  interest  in  the 
Highlands,  and  of  these  given  by  you  to  the 
militia  of  horse  and  foot,  and  to  kill  such  as 
should  oppose  our  authority  by  arms,  (for 
the  suffering  field  conventicles,  which  we^as 
well  as  our  law,  think  the  **  rendezvouses  of 
rebellion,"  and  the  refusing  to  aopprees  them^ 
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did  justly  obl^  you  to  look  upon  these 
shires  as  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  in  which 
these  and  severer  courses  are  neccssaiy  and 
noannoidable,  and  which  are  very  gentle,  in 
regard  of  the  great  misfortunes  tiiat  followed 
lately  upon  the  like  beginnings.)  We  ap- 
prove likewise  of  that  bond  presented  to  our 
subjects,  in  which,  after  serious  perusal,  we 
see  no  cause  of  discontent  to  any  who  re- 
solve to  live  peaceably,  and  for  subscribing 
whereof  we  are  very  well  satisfied  with  our 
judicatories ;  and  since  all  our  judges,  and 
all  the  learned  lawyers  of  that  kingdom,  have 
subscribed  the  same,  we  must,  and  our 
people  should  see,  that  such  as  call  it  ill^al, 
do  ao  merely  firom  the  principles  of  fiuition 
and  humour.  We  are  also  well  pleased  that 
the  said  bond  dumld  be  offisfed  to  all  landed 
penont,  and  magistrates,  within  that  our 
kingdom,  without  exception,  that  we  may 
thereby  know  how  each  of  them  stands 
aflected  to  our  government :  and  you  justly 
observe,  that  &e  most  powerful  diould  be 
most  jealoused.  We  af^rove  also  of  that 
l^gal  surety  which  you  call  lawborrows,  and 
of  your  having  settled  garrisons,  and  the 
way  you  have  taken  to  provide  for  them ;  of 
which  garrisons,  we  think,  none  should  com- 
plain who  love  our  government,  and  the 
peace  of  their  native  country,  since  they  are 
very  necessary  for  both  these  ends,  in  those 
dis^erly  shhvs.  We  approve  likewise  of 
your  reodling  the  privileges  of  such  bur- 
gesses, as  will  not  rdieve  their  magistrates 
according  to  law,  and  of  d^arring  these 
very  few  advocates  who  did  not  compear 
when  cited  by  our  judges,  at  that  time  the 
bond  was  offered  by  those  of  their  society. 

"  These  courses  bong  founded  upon  our 
commands,  and  taken  for  the  common  in- 
terest of  us  and  our  people,  we  own  as  done 
by  us;  and  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  what- 
ever person  or  judicatory  shall  offer  to 
quarrel  any  person  for  being  accessory  there- 
unto, shall  be  punishable  as  murmurers 
against  our  authority  and  royal  prerogative. 
And  for  encouragement  of  all  such  as  serve 
us,  we  declare  that  this  our  approbation 
shall  have  the  force  of  an  ample  and  absolute 
indemnity,  and  letter  of  thanks,  to  all  any 
ways  concerned  in  that  expedition,  either  in 
conndl,  committee^  or  execotioo,  we  having 
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very  good  reason  to  conuder  the 
same  as  our  special  and  necessary 
service.  And  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell. 
Given  at  our  court  at  WbitebaU,  the  26th 
day  of  March,  1678,  and  of  our  reign  the 
thirtieth  year. 

^  By  his  miyesty's  command, 

"  Laudbbdalb." 

It  is  not  improper  to  insert  such  an  ample 
approbation  as  this,  of  so  black  a  procedure, 
which  makes  his  majesty  indeed  approve  of 
what  is  done,  and  meanly  enough  crave  law- 
borrows  of  his  subjects;  since  such  papers 
as  this,  when  evidently  reflecting  upon  the 
honour,  and  contrary  to  the  real  interests  of 
a  sovereign,  are  not  so  much  to  be  con- 
sidered as  adding  weight  to  any  thing  done 
by  wicked  servants,  but  as  necessary,  though 
yery  base,  impositions  upon  a  prince,  and 
must  be  added  to  the  rest  of  the  misde- 
meanours and  crimes  of  the  managers,  in 
order  to  screen  themselves.  This  letter  did 
not  hinder  the  patriots  who  went  up,  from 
laying  before  the  king  the  illegality  and 
hardship  in  many  things  here  approven,  as 
we  shall  hear,  though  perhaps  it  was  designed 
for  such  an  end ;  but  very  quickly  after  it  a 
stop  was  put  to  the  bond  and  lawborrows ; 
and  so  when  I  have  noticed,  that  after  the 
council,  May  2d,  by  a  direct  act,  did  approve 
their  committee  and  the  procedure  diereof, 
it  will  be  fit  to  look  back  a  little,  and  observe 
how  matters  go  at  court,  as  to  the  procedure 
of  the  committee,  particularly  as  to  the  earl 
of  Cassils.  The  earl  was  the  first  who  went 
up  to  court,  when  he  with  others  were  de* 
nounced,  as  his  case,  which  shall  presently 
be  insert,  more  fully  bears,  to  give  the  king, 
a  true  information  how  matters  stood:  I 
hear  he  promised  himself,  and  got  access  to 
the  king,  by  means  of  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth ;  and  a  letter  I  have  just  now  before 
me,  quoted,  earl  of  Cassils's  letter  to  duke, 
1678,  appears  to  me  to  have  been  to  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  though  he  be  not  named 
in  it.    I  insert  it  here. 

"  May  it  please  your  grace,. 
**  The  great  sense  I  have  of  the  duty  I 
owe  to  the  king's  most  sacred  majesty^  and 
the  concern  ^YAdi  €woc^  %«A'^atec«*.  w^ 
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to  have  for  that  kingdom  and  coun- 
try, whereof  he  is  a  member,  have 
moved  me  to  adventure  upon  the  boldness  of 
an  humble  address  unto  your  grace.    There 
is  a  great  body  of  men,  to  the  number  of  seven 
or  dght  thousand,  the  most  part  whereof  are 
Highlanders,  who  are  gathered  together,  and 
brought  into  the  west  of  Scotland,  upon  free 
quarter,  whereby  there  is  the  greatest  com- 
plaint of  violence,  rapine,  and  all  manner  of 
oppression,  that  ever  was  heard  in  the  world: 
they  arc  all  now  quartered  in  the  shire  of 
Ayr,  where  my  small  fortune  for  the  most 
part  is.    All  men  of  ingenuity,  virtue,  and 
discretion,  think  it  very  strange,  that  when 
there  is  no  rebellion,  or  the  least  shadow  of 
an  insurrection,  that  one  part  of  the  kingdom 
should  be  let  loose  upon  the  other;  but 
especially  that  a  multitude  of  men  should 
be  brought  into  a  civil  country,  who  have 
nothing  to  show  they  are  men,  but  the  ex- 
ternal figure;  differing  in  habit,  language, 
and  manners,  from  all  mankind.     AH  this 
country  also  are  commanded  to  deliver  up 
their  arms.    I  am  mightily  troubled  that  I 
can  never  be  so  happy  as  to  be  looked  upon 
as  one,  who,  by  all  imaginable  ties,  would 
evidence  my  readiness  to  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice :  whatever  characters  may  be  given  of 
roe,  I  faithfully  declare  upon  honour  and 
conscience,  I  am  resolved,  in  all  cases  and 
disputes  of  a  public  nature,  to  be  only  deter- 
mined by  the  king's  most  excellent  judgment, 
and  to  deal  very  seriously  with  all  my  friends 
and  relations,  that  they  also  may  perform  all 
acts  of  loyalty  and  duty  that  can  be  exprest 
by  the  best  of  subjects  to  the  best  of  kings. 
There  is  a  proclamation  issued  forth  by  the 
council,  whereby  no  person  dare  go  out  of 
the  kingdom,  without  a  warrant  from  his 
majesty  or  the  council.    Your  grace  may 
easily  observe  how  difHcult  and  unfit  it  were 
to  move  any  thing  to  the  council;  but  if 
his  majesty,  out  of  his  princely  wisdom, 
and  love  to  justice,  which  rules  all  his 
actions,  would  call  upon  such  a  person  or 
persons,  who  are  known  to  be  of  just  princi- 
ples, and  very  loyal  inclinations,  I  humbly 
conceive  it  might  tend  very  much  to   the 
satisfaction  of  the  people,  as  well  as  to  the 
interest  of  his  majesty's  service.    1  Vo^  this 
with  all  submission  at  your  g;nLce^%  feei^w^ 


[book  II. 

humbly  crave  pardon  for  giving  you  the 
trouble  of  so  long  a  letter,  which  was  only 
occasioned  by  the  extraordinary  state  or 
affiiirs  here  at  present  Robert  Macnaogfat 
will  wait  upon  your  grace,  and  what  com- 
mands you  shall  think  fit  to  lay  upon  me, 
shall  have  a  very  punctual  observance.  I 
must  only  be  a  humble  suiter,  that  I  may  be 
always  honoured  with  the  title  of  your  grace^s 
most  fiuthful,  most  obedient,  and  most  hum- 
ble servant, 

"Cassils." 

When  this  letter  was  writ,  I  cannot  sar 
precisely,  but  the  matter  of  it  seems  to  lead 
us  to  think  it  was  before  the  bond  and  law- 
borrows  were  pressed ;  far  less  can  I  say  any 
thing  of  the  return  made  to  the  earl :  this 
seems  to  have  been  sent  express  with  the 
person  named  in  it,  and  by  the  return  the 
earl  appears  to  have  had  room  to  write  i^gain, 
as  he  narrated  in  his  case;  and,  when  all 
application  to  the  council  was  precluded  by 
the  proclamation,  in  the  beginning  of  March, 
the  earl  ventures  up ;  and,  being  allowed,  be 
gives  in  the  following  paper,  March  28th, 
which  contains  a  short  and  distinct  account 
of  what  is  above,  section  2d. 

The  earl  of  CeusiU  being  commanded  by  hit 
majesty^  to  deliver  in   writing  under  his 
hand  the  true  state  of  his  case^  it  was  at 
followeth, 

*'  The  marquis  of  Athole,  earls  of  Mar, 
Murray,  Perth,  Caithness,  Strathmore,  aod 
others,  having  been  empowered  by  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  coimcil,  to  raise  and  convocate 
the  Highlanders  within  their  req>ectiTe 
bounds,  as  also  their  whole  vassals,  and  all 
others  under  their  command,  and  to  march 
to  any  place  where  the  council  or  committee 
thereof,  should  command  them ;  and  in  their 
march  they  were  ordered  to  take  free 
quarters,  and  were  indemnified  for  what 
they  should  do,  by  killing,  wounding,  appre- 
hending, or  imprisoning  such  as  should  make 
any  opposition,  or  such  as  they  should  have 
anv  reason  to  suspect;  as  by  a  commission 
given  to  each  of  them  from  the  privy  council, 
dated  the  26th  of  December  last,  does  fully 
appear.  This  commission  fix>m  the  privy 
c««^ckC^/vDL  v^  W  «k  \he  same  doth  order  the 
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taking  of  free  quarters,  the  earl  does  humbly 
conceive  to  be  expressly  contrary  to  the  5th 
act  of  his  majesty's  first  parliament,  wherdn 
it  IB  declared,  *  That  his  majesty's  subjects 
shall  be  free  from  provision  and  maintenance 
of  any  armies  and  garrisons  which  shall  be 
raised  and  kept  in  the  country.'    The  earl 
of  Strathmore  and  others  being  warranted 
by  thdr  commission,  to  convocate  the  militia 
in  the  shire  of  Angus,  and  to  march  with 
them  into  the  west  country  upon  fi*ee  quar- 
ters, this  accordingly  was  done;  notwith- 
standing, by  the  25th  act  of  the  3d  session 
of  his  majesty's  first  parliament,  the  militia 
forces  are  to  be  fiimished  with  forty  days' 
provision,  from  the  shires  out  of  which  they 
are  raised,  and  the  country  to  be  free  of  all 
other  chaige  for  their  maintenance.      A 
letter  of  the  3d  of  January  following,  at  the 
command  of  the  privy  council,  was  sent  by 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale  to  the  earl  of  Cassils, 
as  bailie  principal  of  Carrick,  requiring  him 
to  attend  the  committee  of  council  at  Glas- 
gow, the  26th  of  that  month,  and  to  receive 
and  obey  the  orders  of  the  committee.     In 
obedience  to  which  he  did  attend  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed.     The  lords  of  the 
committee,  by  their  order  at  Glasgow,  the 
29th  of  January,  commanded  him,  as  bailie 
principal  of  Carrick,  to  receive  from  all  per- 
sons, in  whose  hands  the  militia  arms  were, 
the  whole  militia  arms  of  the  baiiiary,  as 
swords,  pistols,  holsters,  &c.  and  all  heritors, 
liferenters,  and  others,  were  to  bring  with 
them  their  tenants,  cotters,  and  servants, 
with    their  arms  of  all  sorts,    musquets, 
pistols,  swords,  pikes,  halberds,  lochaber- 
axes,  dirks,  and  whingers,  to  be  delivered 
upon  oath    to  such  as  the  major-general 
should  appoint,  in  the  presence  of  the  earl 
of  Cassils  or  his  deputes;  and  whosoever 
should  not  give  up  their  arms  upon  oath, 
should  be  quartered    upon :    an    account 
whereof  he  was  to  return  at  Ayr,  the  7th  of 
February  following ;  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly.    The  lords  of  the  committee  of  Ayr, 
by  their  warrant  of  the  7th  of  February,  did 
order  and  command  the  earl  of  Cassils,  to 
destroy  and  demolish  the  meeting-houses 
within  the  baiiiary  of  Carrick,  and  to  raze 
them  to  the  ground,  or  to  destroy  or  bum 
them ;  and  to  make  a  strict  and  exact  inquiry 
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into  the  persons  who  built  them,  or  .^.^ 
had  been  actors  and  abetters  thereof, 
and  whose  ground  they  were  built  upon : 
all  which  he  did  accordingly,  though  the 
lords  would  not  allow  him  any  of  the 
standing  forces,  nor  the  gentlemen  his 
fiiends  to  go  along  armed  to  assist  him.- 
But  when  he  gave  Uie  lords  an  account  that 
he  had  demolished  and  razed  them  to  the 
ground,  they  did,  by  a  new  warrant  under 
their  hands,  command  him  to  bring  back 
the  timber  of  these  meeting-houses,  to  the 
same  place  where  they  were  built,  and  to 
cause  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  there  to  bum  the 
same  to  ashes ;  which  accordingly  he  caused 
do.  The  lords  of  the  committee,  by  their 
letter  from  Ayr,  of  the  9th  of  February, 
did  ordain  the  earl  of  Cassils,  to  publish 
with  all  expedition,  their  proclamation,  at 
the  market*cross  of  Maybole,  bong  the 
head  burgh  of  that  baiiiary,  and  upon  the 
next  Sabbath-day,  at  the  several  parish 
church  doors  within  the  same ;  requiring  and 
commanding  all  heritors,  liferenters,  and 
others,  of  the  said  baiiiary,  to  appear  before 
the  lords  at  Ayr,  the  22d  of  Febmary  next 
following,  to  subscribe  such  bonds  as  the 
committee  should  appoint;  which  prodami^ 
tion  was  published  accordingly. 

**  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  earl  of  Cassils 
had  given  ready  and  entire  obedience  to  all 
the  orders  and  commands  of  the  committee, 
upon  the  10th  of  Febmary,  that  is,  twelve 
days  before  they  were  commanded  to  appear, 
fifteen  hundred  men  were  sent  upon  free 
quarter,  into  the  jurisdiction  of  Carrick, 
most  of  whom  were  quartered  upon  the  earl 
of  Cassils's  estate ;  whereby  not  only  free 
quarters,  but  dry  quarters,  plundering,  and 
other  exactions,  many  insolencies  and  cmel- 
ties  have  been  committed,  too  tedious  and 
lamentable  to  report ;  of  all  which  proceed- 
ings he  gave  an  account  by  letters,  unto  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Monmouth.  Upon  the 
22d  of  Febmary,  the  earl  of  Cassils,  in 
obedience  to  the  proclamation,  together  with 
all  the  heritors,  liferenters,  and  others,  did 
appear  at  Ayr,  and  a  bond  bdng  tendered 
to  him,  to  be  subscribed,  obliging  him  that 
his  whole  famUy,  tenants,  and  cottars,  and 
their  respective  families,  should  abstmn  from 
conventides,  not  ^otviXdi  i^srX^^bk^i^^^ 
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lATfl.   c^™°^^^®  ^"^  fiMrfeited    penoos, 
intereomonined  minwlera,  Yagrant 

preadiersy  but  should  endcsvour  to  appfe- 

bend  them;  and  in  caae  the  tenants  and 

othera  should  eontravene,  and  be  guflty» 

they  were  ta  be  presented  to  the  judge 

ordinary,  or  they  were  to  be  removed  off 

the  ground ;  and  if  he  should  fail  in  any 

of  these  particulars,  he  should  be  liaUe  to 

the    same  penalties  the   delinquents  had 

incurred.    Which  the  earl  of  Cassils  denied 

to  subscribe,  concdring,  aa  the  bond  was 

founded  on  no  law,  so  it  was  impossible  for 

him  to  perform ;  and  that  such  practice  was 

contrary  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  all 

other   nations.      Whereupon  a  libel  was 

given  in  against  him,  at  the  instance  of  his 

majesty's  advocate,  charging  him  to  appear 

the  2dd  of  February,  before  the  lords  of 

the  committee,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion, 

for  being  at  conventicles,  and  other  crimes 

of  a  very  high  nature,  and  was  to  give  his 

oath  upon  the  veri^  of  the  libel;  who 

accordingly  did  appear,  and  upon  examina> 

tion  he  did  depone  negatively,  only,  if  there 

had  been  any  conventicles  upon  his  ground, 

or  if  his  tenants  had  been  at  them,  he  knew 

no  further  thereof  than  by  hearsay,  he  him- 
self swearing  he  never  saw  any  such  con- 
venticles, nor  any  of  his  tenants  present  at 

them.     At  that  time  also  the  lords  of  the 

committee  did  issue  out  another  proclama- 
tion, commanding  all  noblemen,  heritors,  and 

others,  who  would  not  subscribe  the  bond, 

to  sell  off.  and  dispose  all  their  horses  which 

were  above  the  value  of  four  pounds  sterling 

price,  before  the  1st  of  March  next  ensuing; 

and  in  case  any  horse  above  that  value,  were 

found  in  any  of  their  possessions,  aAer  that 

time,  they  should  not  only  lose  the  horse, 

but  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 

Scots  money.   Immediately  upon  his  refusal 

to  subscribe  the  bond,  notwithstanding  that 

he  had  cleared  himself  by  oath,  of  all  the 

crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  the  lords  appointed 

a  messenger  to  charge  him  with  letters  of 

lawborrows,  to  cnacthimselfin  the  books  of 

privy  council,  that  his  wife,  children,  men, 

tenants,  cottars,  and  servants,  should  not  go 

to  conventicles  and  other  disorderly  meet- 
Jngs,  under  the  pain  and  penalty  of  double 
his  valued  yearly  rent;  and  m  caae  o£  ¥8S&e«\^xw^!^\.  o^  «.\sXtieK  to  the  king  is  ordered  to 


he  was  to  be  denounced  rebel  within  sa 
days.  Upon  which  he  wrote  to  the  lords 
of  the  committee,  to  entreat  their  lordships 
for  a  week's  continuance ;  but  the  lords  did 
refoae  to  grant  him  such  a  fiivour :  where- 
upon he  did  immediately  repair  to  Edin- 
burgh, to  attend  the  privy  coundl,  and  to 
ofier  them  all  possible  satisfiBurtioOy  according 
to  law,  but  upon  his  coming  there,  a  pro- 
clamation was  issued  forth,  commanding  all 
noblemen,  heritors,  and  others  of  the  west 
country,  to  depart  out  of  Edinburgh,  within 
three  days,  to  their  own  houses;  before 
which  time  he  was  actually  denounced  rebel 
at  the  market-cross  of  Ayr,  being  the  head 
bujqgh  of  the  shire,  and  letters  of  caption 
issued  forth  against  him  for  apprehending 
his  person.  Wherefore,  finding  himself  in 
so  great  a  strait,  and  his  case  beii^  brought 
to  such  an  extremity,  and  not  knowing  how 
to  find  a  remedy  in  Scotland,  and  being 
assured  many  of  these  proceedings  were 
ill^al,  and  not  warrantable,  dther  by  the 
statutes  or  customs  of  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, he  thought  it  his  duty  to  repair  to  hii 
sacred  majesty,  as  being  the  fountain  of 
justice,  and  to  whose  sentence  and  deter- 
mination he  is  content  to  submit  his  life  and 
fortune ;  being  assured  in  his  own  conscience, 
that  he  has  not,  nor  ever  shall  knowingly 
violate  any  of  his  majesty's  laws  or  com- 
mands. And  therefore  humbly  implores  his 
majesty  may  be  pleased  to  consider  his  case, 
and  to  examine  how  far  these  proceedings 
against  him  and  his  tenants,  and  the  usage 
he  hath  met  with  from  the  insolence  of  the 
Highlanders  and  others,  are  warranted  by 
law  and  customs  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

"  Cassus." 

'*  This  is  a  true  copy,  compared  and 
examined  with  the  original. 

**  J.  Forrester." 
«'  London,  March  88th;" 

This  Mr.  Forrester  was  secretary  to  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  and  attested  the  copy, 
which  was  sent  down  to  the  council  by  an 
express,  as  soon  as  it  was  given  in  to  the 
king.  Accordingly,  I  find  by  the  registers, 
that  April  dd,  a  copy  of  the  case  of  the  carl 
of  Cassils  is  produced  in   council,  and  a 
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be  brought  in  to-morrow  upon  that  subject,  •  masters,  and  all  who  were  sober,  did    igim 
and  accordingly  it  is  brought  in^  April  4th,  |  with  us  apprehend  from  them  the 


most  fatal  events :  and  yet  we  invited  the 
commissioners  of  excise,  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  your  ofiBcers,  and  that  earl,  among 
others,  to  concur  in  suppressing  them ;  which 
they  returned  to  be  impossiMe  for  them,  the 


and  qiproven,  and,  that  I  may  do  justice  to 
both  sides,  I  insert  it  here. 

**  May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty, 
''The  firm  assurance  we  had  that  your 
majesty  would  not  weaken  your  authority  in  '  distempers  having  run  so  high,  and  being  so 
your  judicatories  here,  and  especially  in  your  '  universal,  as  they  pretended,  that  your  ma- 
privy  council,  where  your  sacred  person  is  jesty  could  not  secure  the  country,  without 
more  eminently  represented,  and  to  whom  the  granting  a  new  and  universal  indulgence^ 
the  care  of  your  royal  government  here  is  which,  as  it  would  have  actually  dissolved 
committed  in  a  most  special  manner,  did  not  the  present  government,  so  would  have  en- 
lessen  the  great  satisfaction  we  received  couraged  those  who  had  succeeded  in  this 
from  your  majesty's  letter  of  the  26th  of :  rebellious  attempt,  to  proceed  by  new  ones 
March  last,  nor  can  we  forbear  to  express  to  wring  the  government  piece  and  piece  out 
our  thankful  acknowledgments  upon  the '  of  your  majesty's  hands,  as  those  of  less 
receipt  thereof;  and  though  it  doth  fully  widced  princi|des  had  done  by  the  same 
secure  us  against  all  jealoumes,  that  could  ;  means,  under  your  royal  father :  and  there- 
arise  fivm  any  application  that  any  factious  |  fore  we  conceived  ourselves  necessarily  ob« 
persons  may  moke  to  you  against  us  your  i]ged,byyour  royal  letter  of  December  lltfa, 
faithful  servants ;  yet  being  desirous  to  owe  '  to  employ  such  as  ofiered  their  service  in  this 
this  favour  to  your  majesty's  justice  as  well  I  dangerous  exigent;  nor  can  we  understand 
as  goodness,  and  to  let  your  majesty  know  what  is  a  state  of  rebellion,  if  fiequent  ren* 
that  we  have  not  misemployed  that  power ,  dezvouses  of  rebellion,  grown  above  correc- 
with  which  your  majesty  hath  intrusted  us,  tion,  be  not ;  or  how  those  should  complain 
we  resolved  to  satisfy  your  majesty  as  to  a  in  this  case,  who  were  themselves  guilty  of 
paper  signed  by  the  earl  of  Cassils,  and  '  suffering  these  to  grow  incorrigible,  without 
whereof  your  majesty  was  pleased  graciously  ,  ever  using  any  endeavours  to  repress  them, 
to  transmit  a  copy,  which  hath  been  shown  though  invested  with  your  authority,  as 
to  us,  and  in  which  we  justly  thought  our- 1  sheriff  and  bailies,  which  offices  oblige  such 
selves  concerned.  Whereas  the  earl  repre-  \  as  are  intrusted  with  them,  to  an  utmost 
sents,  that  we  granted  commissions  to  the  '  and  exact  diligence  in  suppressing  all  disor- 
marquis  of  Athole  and  others,  to  take  free  ders,  and  allow  them  to  raise  all  wiUiin  their 
quarter,  and  that  they  did  accordingly  take  jurisdiction,  for  securing  the  peace ;  and 
the  same,  contrary  to  the  5th  act  of  your  they  being  so  stated,  we  conceive  that  it  is 
majesty's  first  parliament :  we  humbly  con-  your  majesty's  prerogative  and  our  happi- 
ceive  that  your  majesty  had  just  reason  to  '  ness,  that  such  forces  as  you  employ  for  the 
look  on  his  jurisdiction  of  Carrick,  and  some  safety  of  your  crown  and  us,  should  be  main- 
other  western  shires,  as  in  a  state  of  rebel-  tained  by  such  as  occasion  those  confusions, 
lion,  since  field  conventicles  are  by  your  This  hath  always  been  done  in  all  the  exp^ 
laws  declared  to  be  rendezvouses  of  rebel-  ditions  made  by  your  royal  ancestors  for 
lion ;  and  that  these  were  so  increasing,  that  repressing  such  intestine  disorders,  and  was 
there  were  fer  more  armed  men  assembled  never  challenged  till  now ;  and  without  this 
in  them  almost  weekly,  than  could  be  repres-  we  were  in  no  security*  since  our  country 
sed  by  almost  thrice  the  number  of  your  cannot  afibrd  such  standing  forces,  nor  so 
standing  forces ;  so  that  we  behoved  either  much  ready  cash  as  may  repress  such  rebel- 
to  suffer  your  majesty  and  the  peace  of  our  .  lions ;  and  if  we  Wfdt  till  your  enemies  be 


native  country,  to  depend  upon  the  dis- 
cretion of  such  vagrant  and  distracted  mul- 
titudes, or  else  take  care  to  pluck  up  with 


armed,  all  remedies  will  then  be  useless,  and 
the  3d  act,  pari.  2d,  James  II.  gives  power 
to  raise  the  country,  if  there  be  '  violent 


one  expense,  what  grew  so  fiut,  that  their   presumption  of  rd)eIlion,  and  spoiling  the 
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1A7R.  ^^^^untry  by  unreasonable  and  unnile- 
ftil  men.'  But  how  many  were  and 
continued  so  armed,  constantly  as  guards  to 
declared  traitors  ?  and  we  could  willingly  be 
informed,  how  without  this  method,  this  king- 
dom can  be  secured.  Nor  is  this  contrary  to 
the  5th  act  of  your  majesty's  first  parliament, 
which  can  never  relate  to  a  state  of  rebellion, 
but  only  to  regular  times,  payment  to  such 
as  are  in  rebellion  being  due  by  no  law  or 
^ense,  nor  possible  for  such  a  cash  as  yours 
here,  when  many  forces  are  to  be  raised; 
and  the  25th  act  of  the  3d  session  of  your 
Sd  parliament,  is  so  far  from  restricting  your 
royal  power  in  this  point,  that  by  it  your 
parliament  make  a  humble  tender  to  your 
majesty  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  for  the 
promoving  of  your  majesty's  service,  and  the 
advancement  of  your  royal  authority,  *  and 
declare  they  grant  the  said  militia  to  you  for 
oompescing  any  foreign  or  intestine  trouble 
or  insurrection,  and  gjve  fiill  power  to  your 
council  to  make  this  offer  effectual,  accord- 
ing to  the  instructions  and  commands  they 
shall  receive  from  your  majesty.'  These 
being  the  very  words  of  the  act  of  parliament, 
we  leave  it  to  your  majesty  to  judge  whether, 
in  times  and  shires  wherein  there  were  such 
trouble,  and  constant  rendezvouses  of  rebel- 
lion, as  they  acknowledge  were  above  their 
correction,  the  law  did  not  empower  your 
majesty  and  us,  by  your  express  command, 
dated  December  1 1th,  to  quarter  these  forces 
in  these  shires.  Nor  can  we  understand 
what  the  tender  of  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
and  the  effectual  prosecution  remitted  to 
the  council,  can  import,  if  it  do  not  import, 
that  after  your  majesty  and  your  council 
have  used  all  means  to  suppress  troubles 
and  rebellions  in  an  orderly  way,  you  may 
not  raise  forces,  and  quarter  them  freely  in 
such  turbulent  places.  And  as  the  said  act 
offers  you  the  assistance  of  our  fortunes, 
whereof  some  few  nights'  free  quarters  is  but 
a  very  mean  part,  in  cases  of  trouble,  as  well 
as  formal  insurrections,  so  it  offers  the  same 
wherever  your  authority  and  government  is 
any  ways  concerned.  And  we  leave  it  to 
any  reasonable  man  to  judge,  if  your  autho- 
rity and  government  was  not  highly  con- 
cerned, where  such  constant  rendezvouses 
of  rebellion  were  kept  by  declared  traitoTs, 
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with  such  numbers  of  armed  men ;  their 
numbers  and  contempt  growing  daily,  and 
your  ordinary  officers  declaring  that  the 
same  was  above  their  correctton.  But  of 
this  our  procedure  none  can  complain  who 
deserved  the  protection  of  yom*  laws,  smce 
by  living  peaceably  and  securing  their  own 
shires,  they  might  evite  the  danger.  But 
yet  our  orders  are  falsely  rq>resented ;  for 
we  only  gave  orders  to  take  free  qmuter,  as 
your  council  and  committee  should  order, 
and  that  your  council  has  given  order,  is 
denied,  so  that  as  yet  there  is  no  free  quarter, 
though  these  shires  be  the  first  advancers; 
and  which,  as  it  is  necessary  where  there  is 
no  sufficient  fund  for  payment,  so  they  who 
advance  cannot  complain,  if  they  be  inno- 
cent, as  we  conceive  the  earl  is  not,  having 
neglected  to  dissipate  those  conventicles, 
bong  your  majesty's  heritable  bailie,  having 
suffered  meeting-houses  to  be  built  without 
any  opposition,  in  a  country  where  he  hath 
so  many  friends,  so  much  following,  and  so 
great  jurisdiction,  and  having  now  contemned 
your  proclamation,  and  accused  your  privy 
council  for  supplying  what  was  his  duty. 
And  though  every  man  in  that  shire  was 
somewhat  guilty,  in  not  having  opposed 
these  insolencies,  and  that  the  shire  in 
general  is  all  that  ought  to  be  considered  in 
such  cases,  where  their  representatives  were 
called,  and  refused  to  concur,  yet  to  the  end 
that  none  should  suffer  but  such  as  should 
continue  guilty,  it  was  offered  by  your  coun- 
cil, that  only  such  as  should  refuse  to  secure 
the  peace  should  be  quartered  upon;  and 
accordingly  protections  were  granted  to  all 
such  who  secured  the  peace,  so  that  no  man 
sufl^ed  without  his  own  fault,  nor  was  any 
quarter  taken  without  present  payment,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  necessity,  your  majesty's  own 
guards  being  constantly  paid,  and  your 
militia  having  been  paid  as  long  as  their 
allowance  lasted.  And  we  may  justly  expect, 
that  your  people  will  think  we  would  not 
introduce  any  thing  wherein  our  posterity 
might  suffer,  more  than  those  who  complain 
now  do,  without  being  forced  thereunto  by 
the  incorrigibleness  of  offenders,  as  well  as 
warranted  therein  by  your  majesty's  laws, 
by  which  we  shall  be  careful  to  judge  your 


\ 


^o\ile,  and  that  no  innocent  may  suiter. 
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**  Whereas  it  is  represented,  that  a  bond 
was  pressed  without    law,  it    is    humbly 
asserted,  that  the  bond  was  only  offered,  but 
not  pressed ;  and  we  oonceiye  many  things 
are  allowed  in  matter  of  government,  for 
which  there  is  no  express  law,  there  being 
new  emergents  daily,  which  parliaments  could 
not  foresee,  and  which  are  so  sudden  or 
mean,  that  they  cannot  attend,  nor  do  they 
require  parliaments:  but  it  has  been  ever 
believed,  that  your  majesty  and    council 
might  do  every  thing  in  matters  of  state, 
which  in  prudence  might  secure  the  peace 
of  the  country,  providing  it  be  not  against 
express  laws,  (which  this  bond  cannot,  nor 
b.not  by  this  paper  said  to  be,)  but  especially 
where  what  they  do  is  warranted  by  the 
former  precedents,  as  the  offering  bonds  has 
been  formerly  done  by  some  who  now  refuse 
this  bond,  as  appears  by  acts  of  council  sent 
up  to  your  majesty,  with  th&r  subscriptions; 
so  we  conceive,  that  by  the  law  of  tins  and 
all  other  nations,  the  state  may  crave  secu- 
rity from  those  who  have  given  less  reason 
of  jealousy.    And  as  to  the  legal  security  by 
lawborrows,  it  is  expressly  warranted  by 
129th  act,  pari.  9th,  James  L    And  uni- 
versal lawborrows  are  warranted  by  act  13th, 
pari.  6th,  James  II.    And  though  in  private 
cases  the  ordinary  pmns  are  inconsiderable, 
because  in  ordinary  cases  the  taking  such 
surety  b  remitted  even  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace ;  yet  your  majesty's  privy  coimcil  and 
justice  court  have  never  been  restricted  to 
any  sum,  as  is  clear  by  very  many  instances; 
and  thb  is  most  just,  because  in  extraordinary 
cases  the  security  should  be  commensurate 
to  the  danger,  otherwise  it  is  no  security  at 
all :  and  who  can  assert  that  two  years' 
valued  rent,  which  generally  exceeds  not  one 
year's  real  rent,  is  too  great  a  sum  for  the 
security  of  the  king  and  kingdom,  especially 
since  it  is  in  every  man's  power  not  to  con- 
travene; and  if  they  contravene  not,  they 
pay  none ;  and  if  they  trouble  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom,  they  cannot  pay  too  much. 
The  former  reasons  likewise  do  jusdfy  the 
disarming  of  the  shires,  and  craving  security 
for  every  horse  above  fifty  pounds  Scots, 
these  being  still  accounted  among  the  arms 
and  instruments  of  war.     And  the  strength 
of  the  frequent  insurrections  made  by  those 
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shires  against  royal  authority,  hav-  .^.^ 
ing  been  found  to  consbt  in  their 
horses;  and  by  the  act  cited  in  this  very 
paper,  war,  and  all  relating  thereunto,  is  in 
your  majesty's  power;  and  this  hath  been 
done  constantly  in  council,  and  assented  to 
cheerfully  by  such  as  are  now  discontent, 
because  the  same  is  done  by  us.  The  other 
particulars  relating  to  free  quarter,  the  de- 
molishing of  these  meeting-houses,  and  the 
insolendes  charged  only  in  general  terms  by 
that  paper,  are  fully  answered  by  the  com- 
mittee of  your  majesty's  coundL  And  upon 
a  full  review  of  bodi  papers,  it  is  humbly 
entreated,  your  majesty  may  be  pleased  to 
take  such  course,  as  may  discourage  such 
as  have  opened  a  new  way  of  constant 
trouble  to  your  majesty,  of  constant  reproach- 
ing your  council  and  judicatories,  and  of 
inflaming  and  misinforming  the  parliaments 
and  subjects  of  your  other  kingdoms.  Upon 
which  account  it  is  humbly  craved  from' 
your  majesty's  justice,  that  the  earl  of  Cassils, 
who  hath  contemned  your  proclamation,  and 
chai^ged  your  privy  council  with  crimes  of  so 
high  a  nature,  may  be  sent  down  prisoner, 
to  be  tried  and  judged  according  to  law ;  of 
which  pursuit  your  majesty  shall  be  fully 
acquainted  before  it  come  to  a  final  deter- 
mination, which  we  conceive  in  this  and  all 
other  cases  to  be  the  duty  of,  most  gracious 
sovereign,  your  majesty's  most  humble,  most 
faithful,  and  most  obedient  subjects  and 
servants. 

'*  Subscribed  ui  in  sederunt,  except  the 
president." 

The  sederunt  are, — President,  treasurer- 
depute,  register,  advocate,  justice-clerk, 
Niddry,  Aboyn,  Kintore,  Caithness,  £1- 
phingston,  Ross,  Belhaven,  chancellor,  St. 
Andrews,  Glasgow,  Lauderdale,  Douglas, 
Marishal. 


Whether  the  earl  of  Cassils  had  allowance 
to  answer  this  letter,  I  know  not,  but  if  he 
had,  it  was  no  difficult  task.  It  is  indeed 
smoothly  enough  drawn,  and  contains  all 
that  can  well  be  sidd  in  defence  of  so  black 
a  step ;  but  the  foundations  upon  which  the 
reasoning  part  of  it  leans,  have  been  over- 
turned in  the  former  part  of  this  history ; 
and  any  thing  like  ai^gument  in  it,  runs  upon 
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mktakes  and  perfect  stretches.  It  is 
weU  known,  there  WW  as  little  rebel- 
lion at  field  confentides  as  in  the  chorches ; 
and  the  managers  first  give  these  meetings 
names^  and  then  reason  opcm  those  names  as 
law  and  fiu^t,  and  find  the  west  oonntry  in  a 
stBte  of  rebdlion,  because  in  their  conscience 
they  have  no  freedom  to  engage  to  bear 
down  these  meetings,  which  there  is  no 
question  the  heritors  could  have  done,  if 
diey  had  had  fiwedom  to  do  it,  and  had  not 
been  convinced  other  methods  would  be 
more  fior  the  king's  interest.    I  cannot  pass 
the  letter  without  remarking  fiirther,  that  as 
their  reasonings  are  ill  fimnded,  so  they  ad- 
vance facta  which  all  the  country  knew  to 
be  otherwise :  for  instance,  that  weekly  there 
were  more  armed  men  at  conventicles  in  the 
west,  than  three  times  the  number  of  the 
king's  standing  forces  could  repress.  People 
who  were  at  these  meetings  smile  at  this 
bugbear  the  managers  and  prelates,  from 
conscience  of  guilt,  form  to  themselves.  Till 
some  years  after  this,  there  were  very  few 
armed  at  conventicles.    Mr.  Welsh,  indeed, 
and  a  few  others  who  were  intercommuned, 
had  arms  with  them,  but  their  numbers 
were  very  insignificant :  and  what  a  mean 
shift,  not  to  call  it  juggling  with  the  king, 
is  it  to  tell  him,  that  the  council  had  not 
ordered  free  quarter,  but  only  the  committee, 
who  acted  by  their  power,  and  that  the 
exactions  mentioned,  were  only  advanced 
first  by  the  shire  of  Ayr.     Were  they  ever 
repaid  ?  or  was  there  ever  a  design  to  repay 
them  ?    Another  palpable  untruth  is,  that 
free  quarters  were  only  upon  refusers  of  the 
bond,  when  it  is  known  that  the  Highlanders 
came  many  dajrs  before  the  time  of  taking 
the  bond,  and  free  quarters  were  allowed 
on   Cunninghamhead's    lands,  and    others 
who    cannot  be  reckoned  refusers.     And 
what  a  jest  is  it  to  tell  the  king,  that  the 
bond  was  offered,  but  not    pressed  I      If 
the  sending  in  an  army,  and  chai^ng  with 
lawborrows,  and  putting  to  the  horn,  was 
not  pressing,  I  know  not  what   is.    But 
I  am  ashamed  to  insist  upon  such  evident 
misrepresentations.      With  this  letter  an 
information    by    the    committee    of   their 
procedure  is  sent  up  to  the  king.     There 
were  a  good  many  of  them  now  come  to 


[[book  ii. 

Edinburgh  fitmi  Glasgow  wdth  it,  and  it 
fi>llows. 

**  A  true  infbrmaium  of  ike  comtmiiee  €f  Ut 
nutfciij^i  coKftci^  met  imtie  locsl,  their  pro^ 
cedwreagamtttieeari€^Ca»tUg,  Gimgow, 
AprU  3d,  167& 

^  The  lords  of  the  committee,  in  pursuance 
of  their  instractions,  and  the  trust  cmn- 
mitted  to  them,  having  proceeded  with  all 
possible  tenderness  and  equality  against  all 
persons  convened  before  them,  do  admire 
the  injustice  the  earl  of  Casails  has  done 
himself  and  them,  by  misrepresenting  them 
and  thdr  procedure,  as  appeara  by  the 
double  of  a  paper,  the  prindpal  whereof,  the 
committee  are  informed,  the  earl  did  sign, 
and  address  to  his  majesty;  which  obliges 
them  to  give  the  following  account  of  matter 
of  fact  As  to  the  commission  mentioned, 
given  to  some  noblemen  and  others,  the  earl 
misinforms  concerning  the  commission  given 
to  the  earl  of  Strathmore ;  for  he  had  no 
such  commission  for  bringing  out  any  of  the 
Highlanders,  having  none  under  his  com- 
mand. As  to  the  earl  his  coming  to  Glas- 
gow, to  receive  the  committee  of  council 
thdr  commands,  and  fi>r  disarming  the 
bailiary  of  Carrick,  it  was  a  duty  l>ing  upon, 
and  which  others  in  that  country,  who  had 
jurisdiction  under  his  majesty,  performed  as 
well  as  he :  and  the  certification  complained 
of,  is  conform  to  his  majesty's  letter  to  the 
council,  December  II th,  upon  which  the 
council's  instructions  to  the  committee  were 
formed,  and  which  were  approven  and  signed 
by  his  majesty.  The  committee  having, 
with  much  lenity  and  respect,  treated  the 
earl,  in  requirmg  him  to  throw  down  the 
meeting-houses  in  Carrick,  which  they  might 
very  easily  have  done  by  the  king's  forces 
which  were  there,  but  they  judged  it  more 
for  the  earl's  interest,  and  the  preservation 
of  his  rights  and  privileges  of  jurisdiction, 
and  that  he  might  appear  active  in  that 
charge  he  hath  from  his  majesty,  that  it 
should  be  done  rather  by  himself  But  the 
circumstances  of  his  carriage  and  deportment 
in  that  affair,  is  our  duty  to  represent; 
which  was  as  follows.  When  first  the  com- 
mittee called  for  him,  and  held  forth  how 
^w^leeliye  he  had  been  in  the  discharge  of 
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his  trust  committed  to  him  hy  his  majesty, 
in  sufkring  meeting-bouses  to  be  built,  and 
so  to  continue  within  bis  jurisdiction^  and 
that  he  was  so  remiss  in  his  duty,  as  never 
to  g^ve  the  council  notice  of  it;  yet  the 
committee  did  then  require  him  to  concern 
bimsdf  in  that  affiiir,  and  to  go  and  destroy 
these  houses,  which  he  positiveiy  refused 
to  do :  but  after  many  arguments  that  were 
used  to  persuade  him  of  his  duty,  and  some 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  were  dis- 
pensed with  in  private  to  advise  him  there- 
unto, he  at  last  was  moved  to  accept  of  the 
committee's  written  order,  but  with  this  ex- 
press provision,  that  hb  acceptance  thereof 
should  not  oblige  him  to  performance,  if  he 
should  meet  with  any  opposition  or  resist- 
ance; which  the  committee,  regarding  his 
credit,  designed  to  have  concealed,  and  did 
not  allow  the  same  to  be  recorded.  Nor 
was  the  demolishing  of  these  meeting-houses 
performed  by  him ;  but  the  country  people, 
hearing  it  was  ordered  by  the  coounittee, 
knew  well  it  would  be  done  however,  and  so 
prevented  the  earl,  and  demolished  the  same. 
And  whereas  the  earl  pretends,  that  the 
committee  would  not  allow  him  to  take 
along  with  him  the  gentlemen  of  the  country 
m  their  arms  to  assist  him,  it  is  represented, 
that  the  last  day  for  disarming  that  part  of 
the  country,  was  within  a  day  of  the  time 
that  he  was  to  report  the  account  of  his 
diligence ;  but  he  had  nine  days*  time  from 
the  data  of  the  order,  before  the  last  day  of 
the  disarming,  in  which  he  might  have  very 
well  done  it,  before  his  friends  were  dis- 
armed: and  albeit  he  was  appointed  to 
return  and  give  an  account  of  his  diligence, 
against  a  certain  day,  yet  so  little  did  he 
regard  the  committee's  commands,  that  for 
three  days  thereafter  there  was  no  word  of 
him  or  from  him.  And  at  length  there  came 
in  an  unsubscribed  paper,  bearing  an  imper- 
fect account;  so  that  the  committee  rejected 
the  same,  as  no  report :  and  hearing  that  a 
great  part  of  the  timber  was  carried  away 
to  private  places,  the  committee  ordained 
the  earl  to  cause  bring  back  the  same,  and 
to  bum  it  to  ashes ;  whidi  how  soon  the 
country  people  understood,  they  thought  fit 
to  prevent  the  earl  by  returning  the  timber. 
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end  bumiiiig  the  51111^  which  the  earl  at  last  l«luidit!bfi!y\ii»d  4(»ao^  ^i^VArfijoR^ 


reported  to  the  committee  as  done  :  .  ^»g 
by  all  which  it  appears  with  what 
reluctancy  and  anrersion  he  performed  this 
service.  As  for  the  earl's  causmg  publish  the 
coandl's  proclamation,  at  the  markeC-croea 
of  that  bailiary,  and  parish  churches,  it  is  a 
service  in  coarse,  always  performed  by  all 
inferior  magistrates  in  the  kingdom;  and 
albeit  his  lordship  be  the  most  considerable 
person  in  that  country,  he  gave  the  least  obe- 
dience to  the  said  proclamation,  whereby  ht 
gave  ill  example  to  others  in  the  bounds.  As 
for  the  free  quarter  and  plunder  the  earl  com- 
plains of,  committed  on  his  lands  by  fifteen 
hundred  men,  the  committee  denies  their 
knowledge  thereof,  much  less  their  acces- 
sion to  any  such  thing.  Nor  was  there  any 
complaint  made  thereof  to  them,  nor  to  the 
major-general,  nor,  for  any  thing  they  can 
learn,  to  any  inferior  officer :  but  the  com- 
mittee lieing  well  informed,  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  these  lands  have  of  late  fallen  off 
from  being  loyal  and  well  afiectcd,  to  be 
most  disafiected,  and  the  encouragers  and 
entertainers  of  Mr.  John  Welsh,  and  other 
outlawed  preachers,  of  any  part  in  the  west, 
did  oblige  them,  for  the  peace  of  that  coun- 
try, to  send  a  considerable  number  of  forces 
thither,  they  having  just  reason  to  suspect 
that  country  as  in  a  state  of  rebellion ;  in 
which  case  forces  and  their  entertainment 
are  necessary  and  unavoidable.  We  cannot 
but  take  notice  in  that  paper  of  the  earl's  re- 
lating to  the  proclamation,  discharging  those 
who  refused  to  take  the  bond,  of  keeping 
horses  above  the  value  of  four  pounds  ster- 
ling, and  of  the  penalty  to  be  a  hundred 
pounds  Scots,  how  ready  he  is,  if  he  had  any 
ground,  to  make  the  committee  appear  un- 
equal, by  making  such  a  seeming  dispropor- 
tion in  the  calculation  of  the  horse's  price  in 
English  money,  and  the  penalty  in  Scots 
money:  nor  does  he  relate  truly  the  restricted 
value  of  the  horse,  conform  to  the  proclama- 
tion. Albeit  the  earl  did  purge  himself  by 
oath,  of  such  delinquencies  as  he  was  charged 
with  in  times  past,  relating  to  himself  and  his 
own  family,  yet  that  laid  no  restraint  on  the 
committee,  but  that  they,  in  obedience  to  his 
majesty's  commands,  might  require  the  same 
legal  security  of  him,  by  way  of  lawborrow^^ 
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.  ^,-g^  that  country.  The  committee  does 
abBolutely  deny,  that  the  eari  did 
ever  write  to  them  any  such  letter  as  he 
mentions;  and  albeit  he  had,  it  had  been 
most  unfit  for  the  committee  to  have 
granted  any  such  desire,  in  respect  it  would 
have  been  a  bad  preparative,  and  not  agree- 
able to  their  instructions.  The  earl  does 
not  inform  right  concerning  the  caption 
alleged  issued  out  against  him;  for  there 
was  never  any  order  to  apprehend  his  per- 
son, nor  was  it  intended  by  the  commit- 
tee; so  that  the  strait  he  pretends  to  have 
been  in,  was  altogether  his  own  groundless 
apprehension ;  and  the  committee  do  hum- 
bly desire  his  majesty  may  take  notice  how 
the  earl  does  calumniate  and  reproach  them, 
as  if  th&r  proceedings  were  illegal  and  un- 
warrantable, which  they  humbly  concdve  is 
a  crime  of  a  very  high  nature  for  any  private 
subject  to  attempt,  which  they,  in  all  humi- 
lity, subject  to  his  majesty's  consideration. 
"  Airly,  Glencairm, 

Caithness,     Linlithgow, 
Ross,  Stratomore." 

This  representation  hath  nothing  in  it 
that  needs  reflections.  As  to  the  differences 
betwixt  the  earl  and  them  in  matter  of  fact, 
I  am  not  to  determine  which  of  them  are 
right,  but  very  little  of  importance  depends 
on  that  We  shall  just  now  find,  that  the 
earPs  representations,  and  the  application  of 
others,  had  that  weight  at  London,  that  a 
stop  is  put  to  the  lawborrows,  and  new 
methods  are  gone  into. 

We  have  already  heard,  that  the  earl  of 
Murray  and  lord  CoUington  were  sent  up  to 
court,  upon  the  going  up  of  duke  Hamilton 
and  others ;  but  besides  this,  the  managers 
thought  fit  to  publish  and  print  a  paper, 
entitled,  *'  a  true  narrative  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  his  majesty's  privy  council  in  Scot- 
land, for  securing  the  peace  of  that  kingdom, 
in  the  year  1678."  Which,  that  the  admir- 
ers of  the  violences  of  this  time  may  have  no 
reason  to  complain  of  partiality,  I  have 
annexed  below.*     In  the  council-roister. 
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April  lOth,  they  give  order  to  print  this 
paper  by  their  authority.    This   narrative 


•  True  narrative  oi 


men,  than  to  puUuh  the  erron  of  their  own 
ooontrymen :  mnd  though  the  &tal  ocMDaequencct 
which  did  lately  follow  upon  the  like  distempcn^ 
may  create  in  all  thinking  men,  an  extraordiuary 
abhorrence  of  such  courses ;  yet  since  such  as  And 
no  safety  but  in  the  common  distractions,  and 
no  pleasure,  save  in  the  universal  confusions  of 
both  state  and  church,  have  eo  auccessfully 
poisoned  some,  and  endeavoured  eo  indoatrioaaly 
to  poison  many  of  his  majesty's  other  aalgccCs  in 
all  his  dominions,  it  is  hoped,  that  a  true  narra- 
tive of  these  proceedings  will  not  be  unwekwoe. 

It  is  too  well  knovm,  how,  after  that  episco- 
pacy was  established  by  authority,  in  both  tkir 
Idngdoms,  as  that  government  which  was  most 
a{peeable  to  the  wwd  of  God,  and  the  practiee 
oi  the  primitive  church,  and  suited  best  with 
monarchv,  some  factious  persons  here  did  mocb 
disturb  the  reign  of  that  wise  prince  king  Jameii 
and  overthrew  the  govomment  under  that  pious 
prince  king  Charles  I.  in  which  rebellion  (thst 
grew  up  by  plausible  degrees,  too  like  our  present 
proceedings;  under  the  soedous  d  iaguiaea  ofliberty 
and  religion,  God  punisned  as  ao  appoaitdy,  th^ 
^ese  parliaments  which  lusted  so  after  boundksi 
liberty,  were  absolutely  turned  out  from  any 
share  in  the  government,  and  that  new  moddlrd 
church,  which  violently  grasped  at,  even  all  the 
civil  government,  was  rent  in  pieces  by  its  own 
viperous  brood  the  remonstraton,  and  fell  from 
having  any  esteem  with  those  usurpen  whom 
they  ^d  raised.  These  disorders  did  first  take 
rise,  and  had  their  chief  maintenance  from  some 
western  shires  in  this  kingdom,  who  having  been 
the  chief  actors  in  every  scene  of  that  bloody  and 
tragical  rebellion*  were  so  far  from  'wearj'ing  or 
repenting  of  having  opposed  their  native  prince; 
that  they  persecuted  both  in  church  and  titate, 
such  of  their  former  associates  as  resolved  u> 
return  to  their  duty,  and  to  hazard  all  in  res- 
cuing their  king  from  that  imprisonment,  which 
thev  well  foresaw  was  the  first  step  to  the  scaf- 
fold :  and  thir  rebels  being  inflamed  at  a  commu- 
nion in  Mauchlin,  they  moat  rebelliously  fought 
against  his  me^jest^'s  best  troops ;  and  after  tost 
worthy  attempt,  tor  rescuing  his  maiesty  from 
his  imprisonment,  1646,  was  disappointed,  they 
did  atfain  form  their  own  tenants  in  an  army, 
and  therewith  invade  and  plunder  the  Lothians, 
and  other  adjacent  shires:  and  such  as  were 
weary  of  the  insolence  of  that  party,  having 
called  home  our  present  monarch,  these  shires 
to  disappoint  the  opposition  made  to  Cromwell, 
drew  a  remonstrance^  and  divided  from  his 
majesty's  forces,  and  declared  by  an  act  at  the 
West-kirk,  that  if  his  migesty  would  not  grant 
the  concessions  then  proposed  to  him,  and 
whereby  all  his  prerogatives  were  to  be  screwed 
from  him,  they  would  not  own  his  government. 
And  God  having  suffered  his  majesty 'a  armies 
to  be  beat  at  Worcester,  these  remonatrators 
did,  by  all  possible  insinuations,  endeavour  to 
gain  the  usurper's  fiivour,  and  did  persecute  such 
as  had  owned  his  mfgesty  whilst  he  vraa  in  Sco^> 
laud. 

After  his  mi^esty's  restoration,  which  God 
had  made  so  miraculous,  to  confute  the  insolent 
appeals,  which  those  people  had  always  made 


f  of  the  proceedings  of  the  council 

fAe  year  1678.  ,  .     . 

Then  can  nothing  be  so  unpleasant  \o  V)\a\^wa«x^xa«rdinary  providence^  and  to  disappoint 
tVe»0''«judicaiorie8,aatopan!iih»n<ir{o(tYMinfliX\^«  «K{MMi$^«Da^^QnX^lpx«S%  ^ho  vmilvedto 
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appears  evidently  to  hare  been  writ  in  haste, 
and  the  council,  in  their  own  papers  above 


burden  his  return  with  mch  oonoeadona  at  they 
had  fonnerlv  extorted  in  anno  1660»  his  midesty 
and  liis  periiament,  as  the  representatiTes  of  the 
naUon,  did  unanimously  restore  episcopacy,  bat 
so  moderatdy,  that  no  sMter  man  eould  complain: 
and  though  many,  of  a  different  persuasion, 
deoerted  Uieir  charge  in  the  ministry,  yet  all, 
sare  some  remonstrators,  frequented  the  ordi- 
nances, and  lired  most  peaceably;  but  the  chief 
of  these  moderate  men  dying,  some  remonstrators 
who  were  irredidmable,  fearing  the  schism  might 
die  out,  admitted  some  young  men  to  the  minis- 
try contrary  to  the  principle  of  their  own  assem- 
Uies,  irhich  condemned  ministeria  vagOf  and 
contrary  to  the  express  laws  of  this  kingdom, 
which  make  these  punishable  by  death,  ana  they, 
with  the  help  of  these  hotheaded  young  men, 
haTing  inflamed  some  of  their  old  western  friends, 
(for  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  there  are  very  honest 
and  loyal  persons  in  those  shires)  into  a  rel>ellion 
in  anno  1666,  whilst  his  mi^esty  was,  as  they 
conceived,  unable  to  oppose  both  them  and  those 
foreign  enemies,  with  whom  he  was  engaged 
then  in  a  dangerous  war,  it  pleased  God  to  bless 
his  majesty  vnth  a  total  victory  over  them :  but 
yet  his  migesty,  whose  clemency  is  as  extraordi- 
nary as  his  restoration,  was  so  far  from  pursuing 
his  rictory  with  revenge,  that  he  yielded  to  tibe 
Importunate  intercession  of  those  who  promised, 
that  the  indulging  some  parishes  in  the  west,  to 
have  ministers  of  their  own  persuasion,  would 
settle   all  those  distempers;    and   though   his 
mid^^y  ^^^"^  pleased  to  try  this,  and  all  other 
means  of  reclaiming  those  shires,  and  to  l>eatow 
upon  these  ministers  the  salary  due  only  by  law 
to  the  orthodox  clergy,  yet  those  of  that  party, 
flndinf  their  rebellion  so  successful,  concluded 
that  the  same  force,  which  had  procured  that, 
miaht  procure  more,  and  so  they  nttablished  new 
and  flying  rendezvouses  of  rebellion,  called  field 
conventicles,  in  which,  under  pretext  of  preadi- 
ing,  all   lawless   and    dinffectsd    persons   got 
constant  occauons  of  assembling  themselves  and 
adjusting  their  malicious  designs,  and  of  infu- 
sing into  the  people  (in  such  remote  places,  far 
finom  the  observation  of  all  wise  and  judicious 
men^  whatever  their  malice  could  suggest  against 
the  aing,  his  laws,  and  government,  and  firom 
which,  as  the  true  nurseries  of  relwllion,  it  was 
most  easy  for  them  to  form  and  model  them- 
selves into  armies,  when  those  designs    were 
fully  ripened,  as  they  had  formerly  done  in  anno 
1666,  which  reliellion  was  but  a  running  and 
continued  field  conventicle,   fed  constantly  by 
snch  as  came  to   hear   their   ministers,  who 
then   govomed  them,  preach   upon  that  long 
march;  they  having,  in  a  field  conventicle  at 
the  Glenkens,  kept  their  first  rendezvous,  from 
which  they  sent  a  party  to  Dumfries,  and  sur- 
prised a  party  of  his  majesty's  forces,  and  thence 
having    gone  to    another   field  conventicle  in 
Cumnack,  they  proceeded  to  others  at  Ayr, 
Kilmarnock,  Mauchlin,    Strathaven,  Lanark, 
after  which  they  conventided  on  to  Pentland, 
where,  by  their  being  beat,  this  kingdom  was 
restored  to  its  former  peace  and  quiet:  and  in 
which  field  conventicles,  the  covenant,  which  is 
eondemned   as   treasonable  by   the   law,  was 
constantly  preached  up,  and  people  taken  upon 
aathf  boana  by  it  to  reform  Englaiid  and  Ireland, 


us 

set  down,  say  more  in  their  own  de.    i  aivq 
fence  than  this  doth.    Abundance  of 


as  well  as  Scotland,  and  to  bring  all  delinquents 
to  condign  punishment :  nor  was  the  churcn  and 
all  Chri^ian  discipline  in  less  danger  from  them ; 
for  the  people  were  led  out  to  hear  such  as,  foi 
fear  of  revealing,  they  were  obliged  not  to  know, 
and  so  Jesuits,  anabaptists,  and  any  sectary  might 
have  securely  possest  those  ignorant  creatures 
with  what  they  pleased,  and  frequently  did  so, 
and  these  poor  people,  bein^  once  alienated  from 
the  church  and  its  disciplme,  found  therein  a 
sweet  liberty  of  stayins  from  all  churches,  and 
of  being  subject  to  no  dudpline. 

Upon  which  considerations,  the  hing,  by  act 
of  parliament,  did  wisely  declare  these  neld  con- 
venticles to  be  rendezvouses  of  rebellion,  the 
minister  to  be  punishable  by  death,  and  the 
hearers  by  proportional  fines :  notwithstanding 
of  all  which,  and  that  such  meetings  are  destruc- 
tive to  all  government,  unknown  to,  and  unal- 
lowed by  any  Christian  society,  and  preached 
against  by  the  sober  part  of  their  own  principles ; 
yet  those  vdld  hill-preachers  did  still  continue 
and  heighten  their  fury  to  that  degree,  that  such 
of  their  own  party,  as  took  indul^ncies  from 
the  council,  were  railed  at,  and,  in  disdain,  called 
council-curates;  and  sudi  as  officiated  under 
bishops,  were  frequently  robbed  and  assaulted  in 
their  own  houses,  and  threatened  with  such 
probable  cruelties,  that  they  were  forced  to 
relinquish  their  chane.  And  to  possess  the 
people  with  a  belief  of  their  establishment,  they 
did,  contrary  to  express  laws,  keep  presbyteries, 
synods,  and  other  assemblies,  entertain  corre- 
spondence with  the  disaffected  subjects  of  his 
mi^esty's  other  kingdoms,  and  kept  armed  men 
as  guards  for  their  ringleaders,  preaching  in  all 
places,  the  lawfulness  of  resisting  the  civil  magis- 
trate, the  unlawfulness  of  taldng  the  oath  of 
alh^ianoe,  that  episcopacy  was  antichristian,  all 
who  owned  them  were  pojured,  and  enemies  to 
Christ ;  and  the  parliaments  and  laws  by  which 
they  were  established  were  impious  and  sacrile- 
gious. And  to  convince  the  world,  what  might 
have  been  expected  from  these,  if  they  had  pre- 
vailed, let  any  man  read  those  books  printed  by 
them,  wherein,  at  their  lowest  ebb,  they  invite 
all  men  to  oppose  authm^ty,  as  to  a  duty  to  which 
they  were  in  the  covenant  obliged  upon  oath, 
and  to  kill  all  such  as  served  his  nu^jesty,  by  the 
example  of  Phineas;  which  books  poisoned  so 
far  those  whom  their  former  principles  hsd  pre- 
pared, that  some  of  them  adventured,  even  to 
assault  his  mi^esty*s  counsellors  upon  the  chief 
streets  of  his  chier  city  here,  and  in  the  face  of 
the  sun,  and  having  in  cold  blood  maintained  it, 
and  died  justifying  it,  are  to  this  day  numbered 
amongst  their  best  martyrs. 

These  enemies  of  all  order  waiting  all  oppor- 
tunities that  miaht  distract,  or  add  to  the  oth  er 
distractions  of  their  native  country,  finding  in 
anno  167i>  that  some  members  of  parliament  lia  d 
in  several  things  controverted  his  mi^Jesty's 
authority,  and  differed  from  his  ministers,  they 
immediately  flew  out  in  Fife  and  other  shires, 
to  such  heights,  that  thev  dared  to  usurp  some 
pulpits  even  in  Edinburgh,  and  to  convocate  in 
great  numbers  about  the  doors  of  his  majesty's 

f»rivy  council,  with  most  insolent  petitions,  trae- 
ng  carefully  the  execrable  steps  of  cHir  former 
rebellioo  *,  hut  bla  iBa^«Sti*%  Yt^aAnMit^  voA.  ^^^ 
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Iffja    refleetioat  might  be  made  upon  all 
the  branches  of  it;  but  the  reader 


care  of  bis  priry  oouncilt  havinr  quuhcd  those 
appearances,    his  mi^esty's  authcn^ty  did    for 
Home  time  orerawe,  though  not  reclum  them ; 
but  hearing  that  his  migesty  was  like  to  be  in- 
volved in  a  new  fweign  war,  they  again  assem- 
bled in  mighty  numbers  in  October  and  Novem- 
ber l&TJt  and  did  violently  invade  the  pulpits 
and    persons  of  the  orthodox  clergy,  and  so 
threaten  all  with  sudden  and  mat  revolutions, 
and  resisted  so  frequently  and  insolently,  such 
as  came  to  them  in  his  migesty's  name,  killine 
some,  and  wounding  many,  that  theprivv  eonncll 
thought  it  necessary  to  write  to  the  sheriffs  of 
those  riiires,  to    require  an  account  of  their 
diligence  in  repmsing  such  disorders ;  who  in- 
formed them,  that  they  could  not  get  either 
officers  to  cite  the  offenders,  or  men  to  buy  their 
foods  that  were  distrained,  and  that  tlieir  num- 
bers and  contumacy  were  such,  that  they  des- 
pfuredof  all  success ;  and  even  the  council  found, 
that  siirh  as  were  cited  before  them,  contemned 
ftili  tlieir  citations,  and  by  constant  absences 
added  to  the  former  number  of  rebds :  nor  was 
it  possible  to  repress  those  field  conventicles,  by 
legal  pntcesses,  both  because  the  tar  greatest  part 
had  nothing  to  pay,  and  so  feared  not  the  pay- 
ment of  these  fines  imposed  by  Jaw,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  discover  who  were  present  at  them, 
because  ihey  stopt  by  armed  men  any  from  com- 
ing near  them,  who  were  not  of  their  own  prin- 
ciple.    Whereupon  the  council  finding  all  the 
ordinary  legal  courses  fail,  they  wrote  to  the 
commissioners  of  excise,  and  justices  of  peace,  of 
the  shires  of  Ayr  and  Renfrew,  which  did  com- 
prehend most  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  those 
shires,  and  invited  and  empowered  them  to  take 
such  courses  as  might  secure  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  and  his  majesty's  other  good  subjects, 
against  the  jealousies  and  fears  arising  from  such 
tumultuar]jr  and  illi*gnl  convocations :  to  which 
they,  in  a  full  meeting,  and  after  much  delibera- 
tion, returned  as  an  answer,  that  these  disorders 
had  spread  so  far,  and  were  so  deeply  rooted  that 
they  thought  it  impossible  eitlier  to  settle  the 
country,  or  answer  for  their  tenants,  except  the 
king    would  allow  them    a    new  indulgence. 
Which  answer  coming,  after  the  council's  letters 
to  other  shires,  of  tlie  like  tenor,  were  ready  to 
be  despatched,  they  stopped  the  same,  fearing 
that  the  example  of  thir  shires  might  draw  in 
their    neighbours  into   the  like    combination. 
And  it  being  proposed  in  council,  whether  it  was 
fit  to  send  unto  these  shires  the  few  standing 
forces  of  this  kingdom  ;  it  was  niged  by  many, 
and  very  strongly,  that  the  commons  there  had 
so  shaken  off"  all  respect  to  authority,  that  they 
might  probably  disuu-m  those  lew  forces,  and 
thereby    both  disable  the  king  to  make   any 
defence,  and  force  themselves,  for  maintaining 
that  guilt,  to  join  all  of  their  party  in  an  open 
rebellion.     Whereupon  it  was  thought  fitter  to 
arm  some  of  his  majesty's  militia  regiments;  and 
the  miu'quis  of  A  thole  first,  and  then  others 
having  offered  their  Highland  men,  this  was 
thought  les.1  expensive,  and  might  prove  more 
formidable ;  and  therefore  was  choosed  by  the 
council,  who  had  resolved,  with  as  little  expense 
as  could  be  to  the  innocent  shires,  (for  the  militia 
of  these  only  could  be  armed,)  to  fright  these 
irnguUr  §bSrm  into  an  entira  auhmissVQik  to  Yda 
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will  find  matter  enough  from  the  plain  facu 
set  down  in    this  history,  to   obviate    all 


m^Jeaty't  lawa,  eooeeiving,  that  it  was  mock 
more  kind  and  prudent  to  prevent  early,  and  by 
one  single  expense,  the  increase  of  those  rebeU 
lious  priDcipln  and  practices  which  were  dally 
ripening  towurds  an  open  rebellion ;  in  which 
the  whole  nation  might  have  wished,  but  in 
vain,  that  it  had  redeemed  itself  by  ao  aliort  and 
small  an  expense,  from  the  payment  of  soch  vast 
sums,  and  the  ruin  of  so  many  thousands,  as  fell 
in  the  late  unhappy  wars,  and  to  which  they 
found  those  disorders  leading  by  the  same  folal 
steps. 

A  iKtMdamation  was  also  issued  oat  in  hb 
mi^esty's  name,  dlsehar|ing  ail  noUemcn  and 
gentlemen,  to  remove,  without  orders  from  the 
council,  during  thla  service,  which  as  it  hath 
been  constantly  practised  in  Scotland,  so  was 
necessary  at  this  time,  both  to  restrain  such  ss 
might  abstioct  themselves  from  his  mj^jesty^ 
service  at  that  exigent,  and  to  retain  auch  with- 
in the  kingdom,  aa  should  be  found  obliged  to 
secure  the  peace,  it  being  most  ordinary  for  such 
as  judged  themselves  obnoxious,  to  retire  whikt 
his  m^esty'k  forces  were  upon  the  place,  and 
then  return  when  they  were  gone,  wheraai^ 
upon  the  other  hand,  it  was  easy  to  seek  a  war- 
rant, and  none  was  ever  refused  to  such  as 
offened  probable  reasons,  which  might  take  off 
the  suspicion  of  their  going  away  to  elude  the 
proclamation.  His  majesty's  foroea  being  as- 
sembled, it  was  resolved,  that  they  ahould  disarm 
those  shires,  a  course  fwmerly  taken  by  ths 
council  in  the  like  case^  in  March,  1667,  by  ths 

I  same  persons  who  now  comphun,  whilst  they 
them&elves  were  counsellors,  and  leading  men, 
and  which  is,  by  our  express  laws,  a  part  of  our 
king's  prerogative:  and  in  the  next  place,  a 
bond  was  offered,  wherein  every  heriUM*  was 

j  obliged  to  answer  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  his 

i  children,  under  the  penalties  exprest  in  the  arts 
of  parliament,  made  by  the  universal  consent  of 
the  whole  nation,  which  obliges  a  man  to  answer 
for  these  delinquencies  of  his  wife  and  children ; 
so  that  such  as  object,  that  no  man  can  be 
answerable  for  his  wife  or  children,  or  for  any 
except  himself,  do  either  not  understand  our  law, 

I  or  do  maliciously  endeavour  to  persuade  the 
people,  that  our  laws  are  unjust :  and  it  is 
observable  in  all  those  fitlth-monarcliy  presby- 
terians,  that  where  law  can  be  any  way  wrested, 
they  make  much  noise  of  laws  and  customs,  but 
where  that  cannot  be  so  debaucht,  they  cry  out 
against  them  as  impious  and  not  binding.  The 
bond  did  likewise  oblige  the  masters,  either  to 
pay  the  fines  of  their  tenants,  or  to  remove  them 
after  they  were  found  guilty  of  contravening  hb 
majesty's  laws,  or  else  to  present  them  when 
called  for  by  his  migesty's  Jndicaturea,  which 
was  also  most  easy ;  tor  since  these  alternatives 
were  in  every  man's  power,  and  since  the  council 

ju<lged  this  the  only  expedient  for  securing  the 
public  peace,  and  that  it  had  been  formerly 
practised  in  October  1666,  even  by  such  as  now 
shun  to  subscribe  this  bond,  though  in  tliat  pro- 
clamation issued  out  by  them,  all  were  com- 
manded and  charged  under  thepain  of  rebellion, 
whereas  this  bond  was  only  offered,  and  which 
pro<;lamation  was  much  more  ample  and  severe, 
as  the  proclamation  hereto  annexed  can  clear. 

\  \X\»  %>xsBGtf|.aiabaSL  va^  man  ahould  refuM  to  eon- 


CHAP.  Xni.]  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

that  is  there.    However,  as  a  more  direct 
answer  to  it,  I  hare  likewise  insert*  a  letter 


445 

to  a  friend,  writ  at  this  time  upon    ||>7q 
the  receipt  of  the  true  narrative. 


tribute  all  that  is  in  his  power,  to  establish  peace 
where  there  is  such  hazard  of  troubles ;  and  the 
reason  why  this  expedient  was  thought  on,  was, 
because  the  council  was  not  able  to  know,  nor 
pursue  ererr  private  tenant  or   servant:    but 
these  knowing  that  their  masters  were  bound, 
and  the  masters  knowing  that  they  might  be 
overtaken,  this  would  make  both  very  circum- 
spect :  and  yet  the  penalties  were  only  these  to 
which  the  tenants  were  liable,  by  express  acts  of 
parliament :  and  In  the  last  bond,  all  was  sweet- 
ened by  the  former  easv  alternatives,  and  by  the 
first  act,  Sd  session  of  his  miyesty's  first  parlia- 
ment.     The  parliament  foreseeing,  that  new 
methods  would  certainly  be  invented  of  disap- 
pointing the  remedies  proposed  In  that  statute, 
and  that  it  was  not  necessary,  and  would  be 
expensive  to  convene  parliaments  upon  all  such 
occasions,  they  therefore  empowered  the  council 
to  inflict,  not  only  the  penalties  therein  men- 
tioned, bnt  such  other  corporal   punishments 
as  tbev  should  think  fit,  and  to  do  every  thing 
that  they  should  find  necessary  for  procuring 
obedience  to  that  act,  made  by  them    against 
separation  and  disobedience  to  the  ecclesiastical 
government,  and  which  power  was  indeed  very 
proper  to  the  council,  to  whom  by  our  law  the 
administration  of  the  government  is  Intrusted 
under  hb  majesty;  and  which  act  they  thought 
a  sufllcient  warrant  of  the  proclamation  1666, 
for  obliging  the  subjects  to  give  bonds,  and  for 
denouncing  of  such  as  refiued,  and  declaring 
their  leases  null :  whereas  the  bond  now  is  but 
only  oAered ;  and  by  the  paper  subjoined  to  this 
narrative,  it  will  clearly  appear,  that  thb  coun- 
cil was  obliged  bv  the  practices  of  such  as  now 
complain,  to  do  all  that  they  have  done,  and  was 
more  necessary  now  than    then,    since   these 
Dresta*n  shires  had  not  then  risen  in  rebellion, 
hefore  October  1666,  and  field  conventicles  were 
not  then  so  numerous,  whereas  now,  they  are 
dedared  the  rendezvouses  of  rebellion ;  and  how 
eould  thb  council  be  answerable  to  sufifer  ten 
times  more  than  his  mj\}esty*s  standing  forces, 
to  be  assembled  in  arms  weekly,  and  in  despite 
of  law,  or  niiat  nation  under  the  heaven  does 
suffer  the  like  ?     Yet  this  bond  was  not  pressed, 
but  such  as  refused  it  when  offered,  were  there- 
by thought  to  have  given  just  reason  of  su^icion : 
and  therefore,  as  any  private  man  may,  upon 
presumptions,  crave  surety  from  another,  that 
they  shall  not  trouble  them ;  so  the  council  did 
Justly  crave  thb  1ml  surety,  called  lawborrows, 
from  those  who  refused  thb  bond,  which  security 
k  consonant  to  all  law ;  and  that  the  state  have 
Ibrmerly  sought  the  same  as  well  as  private  men 
opon  presumptions^  and  are  still  warranted  to 
do  so,  is  clear  by  act  3,  pari.  2.  James  1 1.     Nor 
are  two  years*  rent  too  great  a  penalty,  for  though 
in  private  cases  the  pain  or  sum  be  smiJl,  because 
there  every  justice  of  peace  may  exact  the  same, 
vet  in  extraordinary  eases  the  pains  have  still 
been  commensurate  to  the  occasion,  by  the  privy 


*  ObiervatioM  upon  the  true  aorraiive,  April 

1678. 

Sir,— My  expectations  were  great,  when  I 
bsard  that  a  vindication  of  the  late  proceedings 
(wfakh  I  never  thimght  eapMe  of  any)  was  at 


council  sad  justice  court,  as  is  undenbble;  nor 
can  there  be  any  security,  where  there  b  not  a 
commensuration  betwixt  the  surety  and  the 
hazard :  and  who  can  deny  that  two  year»*  valued 
rent  (which  amounts  to  little  more  than  one 
yearns' true  rent)  is  too  great  security  for  the 
peace  of  king  and  kingdom ;  for  if  the  giver  of 
that  securitv  does  diligence,  and  lives  peaceably, 
he  pa3rs  nothing,  and  if  he  will  not,  he  can  never 
paV  too  much  where  the  hazard  is  so  great. 

These  forces  having  marched,  the  council  by 
warrant  from  the  king,  ordered  them  to  take 
free  quarter,  not  absolutely,  but  according  as  the 
council  or  committee  should  allow ;  nor  gave 
they  ever  absolute  order  for  free  quarter,  but  on 
the  contrary,  they  ordained  all  such  as  should 
secure  the  peace,  to  be  freed  from  quartering, 
and  that  the  fines  of  the  delinquents  should  be 
employed  for  paying  the  forces,  who  vuluntarily 
contributed  their  assistance ;  but  it  was  fit  to 
insert  free  quarter  in  the  commissions,  because 
many  emergent  accidents  might  have  made  the 
same  necessary.     And  the  king  having  been  put 
to  raise  forces  upon  the  foresaid  tract  of  dis- 
obedience ;  and,  after  all  ordinary  courts  and 
remedies  had  failed,  could  there  be  any  thing 
more  just,  than  that  these  who  justified  the 
foresaid  presumptions  against  themselves,  in  not 
finding  surety  tor  the  peace,  should  have  been 
the  first  advancers,  and  quartered  these  forces, 
than  that  these  quarters  should  have  been  paid 
by  the  innocent  shires,  who  sent  out  the  militia, 
or  by  those  who  voluntarily  assisted  and  raised, 
and  brought  their  forces  upon  their  own  ex- 
penses?    And  to  show  that  the  king  resolved  to 
take  no  advantage  in  this  quartering,  but  to  ease 
the  innocent,  his  majesty's  own  standing  forces 
paid  daily  every  farthing.     It  is  likewise  offered 
to  the  consideration  of  all  who  understand  our 
government,  whether  it  can  be  denied,  but  that 
the  kim^  of  ScotUnd  bad  ever  the  power  to  raise 
forces  for  quashing,  even  the  app«u*ances  of  in- 
surrections ;  for  it  were  too  late  to  prevent  them 
when  they  are  raised,  and  they  never  having  a 
constant  cash,  nor  any  suitable  allowance  for 
this  effect,  they  constantly  quartered  freely  such 
as  were  raised  upon  that  account,  nor  was  this 
ever  quarrelled  till  now :  and  as  the  council  of 
Scotland  never  asserted,  that  free  quarter  was 
lawful  in  time  of  peace,  so  no  reasonable  man 
can  denv,  but  that  it  b  fit  and  necessary  in  tima 
of  trouble,  or  presumption  of  spilling  the  country 
by  unreasonaole  and  unrulefiu  men,  to  raise  the 
country,  as  the  act  of  parlbment  foresaid  ex- 
pressly bears;  and  when  raised,  was  it  ever 
controverted  that  those  countries  which  gave 
occasion  for  that  raising  of  forces,  should  enter- 
tain them,  there  being  no  fund  or  ready  cash 
destinated  by  our  parliaments  for  that  effect: 
and  since  by  the  S5th  act  of  the  Sd  session,  first 
pari.  Charles  II.  the  parliaments  do,  beside  the 
militia,  give  a  power  to  the  council  todispooeand 
manage  that  whole  affair,  so  as  may  b«it  make 


the  press  in  Edinburgh,  and  my  thanks  to  yon 
are  proportionable,  for  your  seiraing  the  paper, 
though  with  a  new  title,  to  me,  wh^in  I  found 
at  fint,  that  the  worst  of  causes  hath  g«yt  thb 
pVees  of  JnsiiG«i^hsX\l  \atia^»i  VoXft^^' 
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which  abundantly  exposes  that  paper,  I  come  forward  to  pre  some  further  account  cf 
and  so  I  say  no  more  of  it,  but    the  application  made  to  the  king,  upon  the 


the  offer  there  made  of  their  Utm  and  fortonea 
most  effectual,  and  declare  that  they  will  hazard 
their  Uvea  and  fortanes,  aa  they  shall  be  called 
for  by  his  nu^esty,  for  the  safety  and  preeenra- 
tion  of  his  lacred  peraon,  authority,  and  gorem- 
ment,  how  can  any  good  subject  deny  so  small 
an  anisUnce  to  hb  mi^esty,  when  his  authority 
«ras  so  baffled  and  endangened,and  where  nothing 
^was  called  for  to  his  mi^esty*s  private  use  and 
advantage,  but  merely  for  their  own  safety  and 
presenration  ?  And  albeit  it  may  be  too  well 
argued,  that  these  thiree  were  in  a  state  of 
rebellion,  field  oonventiclet  being  declared  by  our 
Uw  rendezvouaes  of  rebellion ;  but  there  were 
not  only  such  field  conventicles  as  were  punish- 
able by  pecunial  sums,  but  convocations  of  the 
people  in  arms,  not  accidentally  or  infrequently, 
but  frequently  and  avowedly,  and  under  the 
isondttct  of  many  ministers,  who  were  either 
declared  traitors  for  being  in  that  rebellion  in 
arms,  anno  1666,  or  being  declared  rebels  by 
I^gal  aentences  since,  were  Intercommuned  by 
open  jH-odamations,  and  who  in  all  countries 
kept  correspondency,  and  renewed  the  treason- 
able oath  of  the  covenant,  railing  against  the 
king,  hb  laws  and  servanU,  and,  after  express 
commands  and  proclamations,  dischai^ng  such 
meetings,  as  tending  to  overthrow  the  govern- 
ment of  church  and  state ;  and  is  not  this  such 
a  degree  of  rebellion,  at  least  as,  when  all  re- 
medies failed,  might  have  allowed  quartering  in 
auch  shires,  as  entertained  these  rendezvonses 
of  rel>ellion,  without  any  opposition  ?  Yet  such 
was  the  clemency  of  our  graciouH  prince,  and 
such  the  moderation  of  his  council,  as  that  they 
ordained  the  quarters  to  be  pai<l  out  of  the  fines 
of  the  delinquents,  and  that  all  such  as  offered 
to  secure  the  peace,  should  have  none  quartered 
in  their  land ;  and  albeit  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
vocate  so  many  men  without  some  irregularities, 
yet  so  strict  instructions  were  given  by  the  coun- 
cil, and  so  great  care  was  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee and  officers,  that  fewer  were  committed 
from  so  great  numbers  than  could  have  lieen 
expected,  and  none  were  ever  complained  of  to 
the  council  or  their  committee,  which  were  not 
redressed,  and  the  clamours  are  raised  by  such 
only  as  resolve  to  cast  an  odium  upon  all  that 
serve  his  majesty ;  and  yet  the  clamours  against 
what  is  done  in  the  west,  are  much  greater  in 
Edinburgh  than  in  the  shires  who  are  said  to 
have  suffered,  and  greater  at  London  than  in 
Edinburgh.  It  might  well  be  expected,  that 
these  shires  which  had  taken  free  quarter  them- 
selves, without  any  juH  quarrel  or  order,  would 
not  quarrel  that  quarter  which  had  the  king  and 
councils  order  for  its  warrant,  and  their  own 
guilt  for  its  occasion ;  but  such  murmurers  ought 
to  consider,  that  by  so  doing  they  discourage 
others  for  the  future  to  assbt  the  king  freely, 
which  is  great  unkindness  to  the  king,  and 
obliges  the  king  to  require  a  suitable  standing 


of  the  weakest  of  advocates,  which  is  a  main 
encouragement  to  incline  me  to  gratify  your 
request  of  having  my  observations  thereupon. 
The  only  difficulty  1  find  \\  that  the  erraU  are 


fores^  which  deserves  little  kindness  from  the 
country,  and  that  all  this  noise  tends  to  Itmtm 
our  security,  and  to  heighten  the  ezpectetioof 
of  such  as  resolve  to  lebd,  and  by  aocn  lies  the 
last  rebellion  was  from  a  spark  blown  to  a  flame. 
Whereas  some  assert,  that  the  eonncil  could 
not  Iqpdly  garrison  the  booses  of  private  persons : 
tlie  answer  b  easy ;  for  it  were  strange,  that  our 
king  should  have  the  ordering  of  peace  and  war, 
and  yet  might  not  garrison  housea,  when  hesrei 
great   presumptions  of  rebellion  and  troafalc, 
having  no  forts  nor  garrisona  in  thoae  shins, 
maintained  upon  the  charge  of  oar  nation ;  imt 
were  any  houses  garrisoned  here^  aave  when 
the  proprietors  renised  to  secure  the  peace,  sr 
were  found  guilty  of  breaking  it,  or  had  oclker 
houses  wherein  they  dwelt  conveniently;  and 
albeit  the  commissioners  of  exciae  were  dcsind 
to  furnish  them  with  neoeasariea,  yet  these  wen 
to  be  repaid  by  the  king,  who  eoold  not  make 
present  prepantions  of  such  necessaries,  wiili- 
ont  the  assistance  of  such  as  lived  in  these  shirei, 
and  l>ond  was  given  for  the  repayment:   ow 
gracious  king  and  hb  council  hm,  have  never 
persecuted  tender  consciences,  pnnishJng  only 
such  as,  not  content  to  serve  God  in  a  sober  way, 
inflamed  their  native  country  with  their  im- 
gular  zeal,  and  it  b  expected,  that  auch  as  reflect 
upon  what  has  been  lately  done  by  the  Icing  and 
his  council,  should  first  remember  the  lamentsble 
miseries,  into  which  this  nation  waa  thrown  by 
such,  and  even  milder  Iteginninga  and  acton, 
our  property  disposed  of  arbitrarily  by  com- 
mittees, our  persons  dragged    to  prisons  and 
scaffolds,  for  obeying  those  whom  it  liad  btvii 
treason  to  disobey,  our  nobility  and  gentry  in- 
sulted over  by  every  little  minuter,  and  hb  own 
tenants  in  kirk-sessions,  our  parliament  made 
ridiculous  and  ineffectual  by  their  general  ms- 
semblles ;  and  if  the  council  had  annered  such 
prKtices  to  grow  up  unto  open  rdwUion,  had 
not  our  neighbour  nation,  aa  well  aa  onr  own, 
just  reason  to  have  condemned  our  demency  to 
these  as  cruelty  to  them,  and  to  demonstrate  that 
persons,  not  things,  are  aimed  at  in  these  mis> 
informations.     It  is  most  obeervahle,  that  bis 
majesty*s  own  officers,  as  sherififs,   and  others 
who  ought  to  have  opposed,  are  these  who  cmu- 
plain  most  of  the  opposition  made  to  these  dis- 
orders, that  have  been  fostered  up  by  their  ne- 
gligence or  connivance,  and  tliat  when  the  lung 
or  council  do  anv  thing  to  soften  or  reclaim  these 
imbittered  and  humorous  creatures^  it  b  cried 
out  against  as  indulgence ;  and  when  they  do  the 
least  thing  to  restrain  them,  it  b  railed  at,  by 
the  same  authors,  as  tyranny ;  but  aince  some  in 
our  nation  could  not,  nor  yet  cannot  be  quiei 
under  the  kind  and  gentle  government  of  king 
James,  king  Charles  i.  and  our  nrcaent  monarch, 
and  whibt  the  remembrance  or  onr  late  distrac- 
tions are  yet  fresh  with  us,  what  can  be  expected 
from  sucn  persons  and  princiidea  in  aAer  ages  ? 


itself.     Take  these  few  then,  and  nae  them  as 
from  and  to  a  friend. 

In  all  papen  of  this  nature,  fonr  things  an 
desired  and  expected.    1st,   That  nothing  bat 


§o  many,  that  but  to  note  them  aVi  wouVd  «w^\\  tniVViViiaTttxrated.    Sdly,  That  tmth  impcrtant 
iblM  letter  to  a  greater  bulk  than  the  pampYkV^X  \io  i\k«  \rakMsa  \ia  ^sak  ^saDSaafihSall^  eonosalcd. 
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beck  of  this  Highland  incursion  upon  the   made  a    stand  against  the  bond,    if^rra 

backed  with  so  many  savage  aigu- 


west. 


Our  managers  highly  blamed  the  noblemen    ments,  and  laid  all  the  blame  of  the  obsti- 
and  gentlemen  In  the  west  countr}',  who  had   nacy  of  the  meaner  sort  upon  them,  and 


Sdly,  That  wliat  truth  is  narrated,  it  be  done  <  forsalce  their  bishops  and  curates  for  their  begun 
without  mixture  of  falsehood  in  circunastances.    adyance  to  popery,  and  other  sectaries  are  out 
ithly,  That  there  he  reason  for  publishing  the    rare  in  Scotland,  and  rarely  and  gently  troubled; 
same.     In  all  these  four  this  narrative  is  fully  { it  is  only  the  presbyterian  against  whom  the 
peccant.     1st,  There  are  many  ctoss  falsehoods    strictness  of  the  law  strikes.    7thly,  That  field 
in  it,  as  every  understanding  Scottish  reader    conventicles  are  unlcnown  to  and  unallowed  by 
cannot  be  ignorant  of;  and  though  the  author's    any  Christian,  ibid.     Hath  this  man  read  the 
years  and  Ignorance  of  matters  of  fact,  thirty    Bible,  or  the  Historyof  Scotland,  or  the  Nether- 
or  forty  years  since,  may  offer  some  kind  of    lands,  where  field  meetings  have  been  used  to  ao- 
apology  for  his  unfaithfulness  in  some  of  his    commodate  the  multitude,  whom  no  house  could 
more  remote  relations,  yet  such  as  were  done    contain,  and  whereunto  the  people  were  in  no 
lately,  leave  him  destitute  of  that  plea.     Of  this    such  constraint,  as  the  presby  terlans  in  Scotland 
sort  take  these  among  many,  Ist,   That  episco-    are  by  sucli  strict  laws,  fining  deeply  lands  and 
pacy  was  restored  in  this  kingdom  moderately,    houses  where  the  meetings  are  kept  ?    8thly, 
p.  4.  L  21, 22.     All  Scotland  knows,  that  in  less    That  the  council  gave  not  absolute  order  for 
than    a   year  after  its  late   establishment,    it    free  quarters,  (see  p.  10.  1.  12.)  but  it  was  fit  to 
arrived  to  a  far  greater  height  in  pomp,  power,  ,  insert  free  quarters  in  the  commission,  because 
and  persecution,  than  the  former  prelacy  did    many  emergent  accidents  might  have  made  the 
in  forty  years*  growth ;  so  that  it  is  hard  to    same  necessary,  1.  16,17.     It  would  seem  to  insi- 
coooeive,  now  it  could  have  been  more  immo-  '  nuate  to  a  stranger  in  Scotland,  that  free  quarters 
deratdy  and  exoosively  inferred,  the  convic-    were  neither  oi^ained  nor  exacted,  but  he  might 
tions  whereof  were  so  strong  in  some  of  the    have  as  well  denied  that  a  host  of  many  thousands 
same  persons,  that  both  then  had,  and  yet  have,    of  men  without  pay,  have  been  in  the  west  since 
the  exercise  and  management  of  affairs,  that    January  2ith,  or  else  truly  have  asserted,  that 
they  found  it  necessary  to  abridge  it  in  some    they  lived  all  the  time  upon  the  air.    9thly,  That 
things,  chiefly  in  its  power  of  the  high  com-    his  nuijesty's  standing  forces  paid  every  farthing, 
mission  in  1667.     2dly,   That  many  deserted    ibid.     It  osn  be  proven,  that  they  did  degenerate 
their  charges  in  the  mmistry,  ibid.     When  the    from  their  first  civility,  by  the  uifluence  of  bad 
certain  truth  is,  that  of  the  most  peaceable  and    example,  and  the  licentiousness  allowed  to  the 
innocent  nonconformists,  hundreds  m  a  day  !  Highlanders,  and    that  they  often    took  free 
were  most  violently  ejected,  and  then  they  and    quarters,  if  not  more.     lOthly,  That  so  strict 
most  of  the  nonconforming  in  the  kingdom,  (a    injunctions  were  given  by  the  council,  and  so 
very  few  excepted,)  so  pursued  with  prodama-  '  great  care  taken  by  the  committee  and  officers, 
tion  upon  proclamation,  that  it  was  a  wonder    p.  11.  1.28,29.     It  is  a  marvel  to  see  such  words 
they  were  not  all  ejected  out  of  the  nation,     printed  by  authority,  that  there  is  here  such  a 
Sdly,  That  all,  save  some  remonstrators,  fre-  :  heap  of  untruths,  that  there  is  none  of  the  wild 
quented  the  ordinances,  and  lived  most  peace-  i  host,  or  of  the  oppressing  committee,  or  of  the  op- 
ably,  ibid.    Whereas  it  is  known,  that  many,  I  pr^ed  country,  whose  conscience  doth  not  wit- 
not  remonstrators,  did  never  haunt  their  assem-  ;  ness  against  the  falsehood  of  these  extenuations, 
blies  for  worship,  and  that  such  as  began  first  to    after  that  the  brat  part  of  the  kingdom  isimpover- 
appear  publicly  in  preaching,  notwithstanding  :  ished  and  almost  laid  waste,by  acrewof  barbar- 
prohibiting  laws,  were  neitoer  ministers  nor  I  ous  and  savage  men  of  another  language  and  cus- 
men  when  the  remonstrance  was  framed ;  yea,  |  tom,  and  of  no  religion,  and  so  oppressed  by  ftve, 
it  will  be  found,  that  almost  all  the  ministers  '  dry,  and  assistant  quarters,  besides  open  robberies, 
irho  are  preaching  publicly  on  their  hazard  this  ;  above  what  the  king  of  France  useth  in  his  con- 
day  in   Scotland,  did  enter  into  the  ministry  I  quests :  to  see  all  this  rapine  and  spoil  tiudied  at 
after  both  the  remonstrance  and  protestation,  I  as  nothing,  may  make  men  to  think  that  it  is 
which  the  author  doth  ignorantly  or  maliciously  |  the  mind  of  this  writer,  and  such  as  are  of  bis 
confound.     4thly,    That  they  admitted  some    sentiments,  that  since  the  people  in  the  wi*st 


young  men,  ibid.  It  is  most  certain,  that  before 
1666,  (which  is  the  time  the  author  speaks  of,) 
and  some  years  thereafter,  neither  was  there 
any  of  the  many  nonconformist  probationers 


had  not  their  throats  cut,  their  tongues  should 
not  complain.  1 1  thiy,  That  the  clamours  aninst 
what  was  done  in  the  west  are  greater  at  Edin- 
burgh than  in  the  shires,  and  greater  at  London 


ordained,  nor  any  young  man  licensed  to  preach  '  than  at  Edinburgh,  ibid  It  is  like  that  his  tender 
in  all  the  kingdom.  5thly,  llie  calling  the  rising  ,  ears  hear  these  at  Edinburgh,  and  his  frightful 
in  Galloway,  1666,  a  running  and  continuea  ;  heart  apprehends  the  effects,  that  the  reports  of 
field  conventicle,  p.  5.  L  14.  is  a  ridiculous  fancy,    them  at  London  may  produce  through  the  noble- 


and  with  as  much  shadow  of  sense,  may  the  cam- 
paign in  France  and  Flanders  be  called  by  the 
same  name.  6thly,  That  the  Jesuits,  anabaptists, 
and  other  sectaruss,  frequently  preach  at  those 
meetings.  It  is  well  known  to  the  nation,  and  I 
doubt  if  dreamed  by  the  author,  that  the  Jesuits 
are  under  no  such  necessity  to  go  to  the  fields,  they 
have  warm  protection  in  spreading  their  doc- 
trine ;  nor  are  they  such  rools  as  to  try  their 
bands  amongst  Scottish  fanatics,  who  do  daily 


ness  and  clemency  of  the  king ;  but  thus  to  jeer 
at  the  cry  of  oppression,  (which  hath  doubtless 
come  to  the  ears  of  the  God  of  judgment,  and 
when  its  account  shall  be  published  to  the  view 
of  the  world,  will  render  all  them,  in  whom  ia 
ought  of  Christianity  or  humanity,  amased,)  is 
the  sure  proof  of  a  seared  conscience,  and  a  heart 
void  of  pity.  12thly,  Neither  king  nor  council 
have  ever  persecuted  tender  consciences,  p.  12.L  15, 
16.  is  an  assertion  that  innumerable  consciences. 
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began  to  entertain  thoughts  of  prose- 
cuting  someof  them  with  the  utmost 
severity.    Upon  the  other  hand,  the  barbar- 
ity of  this  experiment  of  the  Highland  host. 


carcasM,  and  punes,  for  these  eighteen  years  last 


given  you  a  round  dozen  of  untruths,  and  It  were 
enougn  in  so  many  pages,  but  I  have  left  as 
many  more  to  a  careful  gleaner. 

Sdly,  Truths  important  to  the  business  nn- 
faithfully  narrated,  as,  Ist,  The  great  numbers 
of  nonconformists  in  Scotland,  and  the  general 
fury  of  the  body  of  the  nation,  cross  to  episco- 
pacy at  the  king^s  restoration.  2dly,  The  fair- 
like claim  they  have  for  expecting  toleration,  at 
least  by  act  of  parliament,  king  Charles  being 
present  in  person,  and  ratifying  therein  the 
covenants,  his  present  majesty's  coronation  oath, 
and  many  laws  formerly  made,  securing  the 
subjects,  (if  any  moral  security  would  have  done 
it,}  from  the  re-entering  oppression  of  prelacy. 
Sdly,  What  great  afflictions  the  nonconformists 
have  endured  with  patience  for  that  persuasion, 
which  would  reouire  a  volume  to  relate  fully, 
and  how  that  under  tht-se  pressings  their  party 
grows  daily,  so  that  they  may  well  be  reclconed 
the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom,  these  who  con- 
form being  generally  compliant  with  prelacy, 
rather  for  their  outward  ease  and  interest,  than 
for  any  conviction  of  the  righteousness  of  the 
cause,  commonly  confessing,  that  they  would 
more  cheerfully  submit  and  concur,  if  authority 
did  re-establisn  the  former  government  of  the 
church.  4thly,  Their  peaceable  submission  to 
an  hard  oppression,  which  might  rather  have 
found  a  reproach  for  excess,  thain  a  calumny  for 
the  contrary. 

Sdly,  Unfaithful  mixture  in  narrating  truth, 
and  here  I  shall  not  so  far  trespass,  either  upon 
your  patience  or  your  memory,  as  to  trouble  you 
with  the  pointing  out  of  the  words,  to  which 
these  truths  are  well  known  to  be  opposite.  1st, 
That  it  was  the  a<;tive  opposers  of  the  engage- 
ment, 1648,  that  invited  and  brought  home  the 
king,  1650.  Sdlv,  That  as  the  remonstrance 
was  never  owned  and  approved  by  the  superior 
Judi(*atories  of  the  church  and  state  at  the  time 
of  its  framing  and  presenting*  so  there  in  hardly 
any  minister  in  S<totland  now  nlive,  (hat  hu^ 
any  hand  in  it,  and  few  of  either  officers  or 
gentlemen,  except  the  present  president  of  the 
session,  whose  interest  in  it  was  remarkable  ; 
and  yet  these  same  remonstrators  fought  stoutly 
against  the  English  at  Hamilton,  and  afterward 
they  and  such  as  came  nearest  to  their  spirit  and 
principles,  kept  the  greatest  distance  from  the 
usurpera,  all  the  time  of  the  usurpation,  the 
contrary  whereof  is  falsely  alleged  by  the  author. 
Sdly,  Though  any  appearance  of  faction  and 
distance  amongst  the  gnindees,  might  well  give 
the  nonconformist  encouragement  to  improve 
such  seasons  T wherein  few  reasons  of  state  or 
executions  of  tne  law  against  them  did  sleep,)  for 
preaching  and  hearing  the  gospel ;  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  known  naughrineoiH  of  the  curates, 
and  the  pride  and  opposition  of  the  prelates,  with 
the  visible  succeutesof  the  nonconforming  minis- 
ten*  }abouraf  had  still  the  greatest  influence  on  the 
Jncnaae  of  their  meetings,  and  that  t\i«w  aaa«m< 
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with  the  fears  of  further  arbitrary  stq», 
soured  the  spirits  even  of  many  who  were 
indifierent  as  to  church  govenuneot:  not 
only  did  the  poor  harassed   prethytaiua 


biles  ara  now  greater  and  more  Dumerous  thia 
when  opposition  to  them  was  far  more  moderate, 
ithly,  The  insurrection,  1666,  is  often  and  much 
reflected  on,  but  if  its  occasions,  and  provocatioos 
to  it,  with  the  executions  and  oppressions  foUow- 
ing  the  defeat,  had  been  also  related,  the  reader 
would  have  inclined  either  to  justify  or  exra« 
the  attempt,  or  at  least  ta  account  the  autb«r 
hugely  impolinent  to  make  a  boost  of  clemency 
in  this  case,  wherein  the  height  of  rigour  and 
severity  was  used  on  many  of  the  meanest  acrev 
Bories.  5thly,  The  indulgence  is  aevenl  Ubm 
invidiously  named,  but  the  visible  constraiuf  of 
prelacy,  rather  than  of  any  eompsMaion  <»'  affec- 
tion of  the  party,  which  did  occasion  the  grant 
of  it,  and  the  miserable  do^  it  was  attended 
vrith  in  its  second  edition,  with  the  narrownea 
of  the  plaster  for  the  sore,  do  clearly  prove  its 
insufficiency,  to  conviction,  as  is  fraudulently 
passed  over.  6thly,  The  supplications  of  a  few 
weak  women  in  Edinbui^h,  who  were  encoar- 
aged  thereto  by  a  preceding  moderation  for  sonie 
months,  is  foolishly  and  faiaely  likened  to  tite 
considerable  addresses  made  to  the  council  bv 
persons  of  all  ranks.  I  might  add,  as  a  thinf 
hugely  impertinent,  that  he  would  fain  rank  all 
persons  dissatisfied  with  the  present  arbitrary 
and  oppressive  course,  in  one  class  with  the 

I  nonconformists ;  yea,  he  likens  the  present  di»> 

I  satisfactions,  and  the  native  method  of  complsin- 
ing  to  his  majesty,  unto  attempts  and  eiidea- 

I  vours  for  casting  off  episcopacy  in  king  Charlf^ 
I.  his  reign,   both  which   arc  groundIe»<s  and 

1  invidious;  and  since  the  author,  to  show  h'u 
spite,  will  needs  go  back  thirty  or  forty  years, 
(which  length  of  time  brings  always  a  new  gene- 
ration of  men  upon  the  stage«)  to  seek  out  in\i- 
dlous  passages,  wherein  the  present  discontented 
party  had  no  interest,  and  wherewith  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  greatest  and  most  considerable  of 
them  have  no  conformity ;  I  wish,  to  render  him 
more  ridiculous,  he  had  gone  l>ack  sixty  or 
eighty  years  further,  and  begun  his  pii^uant 
narrative  from  Knox's  seditious  principles  and 
practices,  and  the  field  conventicles  at  P«ih, 
Carnpat  Muir,  Carberrj'hill,  and  Langjude, 
where  the  queen  regent  waa  opposed  by  arms 
and  where  her  daughter  Mar}*  was  taken  pri- 
soner, and  deposed,  and,  after  her  escape,  wai 
driven  out  of  the  kingdom,  which  brought  her 
at  last  to  a  block,  for  alleged  treason  agaln^'t 
oueen  Elizabeth  :  with  which  courses  secretary 
Livingstone  was  displeased,  and  afraid  of  hin 
danger  for  opposing  the  same,  that,  as  was  genr- 
rally  thought,  he  ended  his  daya  wilfully  by 
p)is*on,  as  Spotiswood  testifies.  These  things 
hud  aflforded  reflections  on  a  discontented  parly, 
n<it  much  more  impertinent  than  Mauchlia 
Muir,  and  Whigmore-road,  and  the  remoo- 
strnncc  do  on  most  men  now  alive. 

For  the  last  thing  required  in  a  narrative,  the 
obvious  reason  for  the  publishing  it,  1  am  sure 
the  design  (if  it  has  any  that  is  ratior.al)  must 
be  information,  which  it  cannot  be,  for  it  is  full 
of  defects  and  falsehood ;  or  the  author  had  done 
better  to  have  remained  a  thinking  man,  and  not 

\  Mk  laji^^wi^l  xanidla  in  writing ;  and  this  brings 
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groan  under  this  inhuman  treatment,  but 
even  a  great  many  who  had  been  active 
enough  in  establishing  of  e|Hscopacy,  and 
had  taken  the  declaration^  and  given  all  proofe 
now  required  of  their  loyalty,  grumbled 
exceedingly;  and  they  began  to  entertain 
thoughts  once  more  of  trying  what  pity  the 
king  would  exercise  towards  his  poor  har- 
assed subjects.  Accordingly,  towards  the 
end  of  March,  duke  Hamilton,  and  about 
a  dozen  of  others,  went  up  to  London. 
Roxbufgh,  Haddington,  lieutenant-general 
Dnimmond,  and  many  others,  joined  the 
duke  in  this  matter,  and  a  good  number  of 
the  most  considerable  of  the  gentlemen  in 
the  west  and  south.  The  managers  at 
Edinburgh  pretended  to  ridicule  them,  and 
assured  their  friends  they  would  get  no 
access  at  all  there;  and  alleged,  that  since 
their  grievances  had  never  been  once  offered 
to  the  council  here,  the  king  would  certainly 
refuse  to  look  upon  them.  However,  their 
going  off  iinthout  asking  leave,  was  not  a 
little  surprising  and  unexpected  to  them. 
8ir  George  Lockhart  was  going  up  about  his 
affairs,  and  having  then  no  land  estate,  and 
not  being  an  heritor,  those  circumstances 
made  him  not  comprehended  in  the  proda- 
mation  dischaiging  persons  not  to  leave  the 
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kingdom  without  allowance.  Great 
pains  were  used  to  prevail  with  Sir 
Geoige  to  ask  a  license;  but  he,  for  the  rea* 
son  above,  would  not  so  £ar  gratify  them. 
But  the  two  persons  who  were  most  noticed 
in  this  application  that  was  made  for  the 
redress  of  grievances,  were  the  marquis  of 
Athole  and  the  earl  of  Perth,  who  had  been 
officers  in  the  army  who  invaded  the  west, 
but  still  moderate  in  their  management. 
How  it  came  that  they  changed  sides,  I  shall 
not  say :  it  is  a  charitable  construction  put 
upon  it,  that  when  they  came  to  the  west 
country,  and  observed  the  peaceable  carriage 
of  presbyterians,  and  had  occasion  to  con- 
verse with  the  noblemen  and  others  of  good 
sense,  and  found  how  matters  stood,  they 
could  not  any  more  be  active  in  the  severi- 
ties, which  were,  without  any  colour  of 
reason,  used  against  them.  Whatever  was 
in  this,  I  find,  that  when  they  returned, 
they  were  so  displeased  with  the  violence  of 
the  prelates,  that  they  were  allciged  to  coun- 
tenance conventicles,  which  at  the  return  of 
the  year  began  to  be  set  up  in  such  parts  of 
the  nation,  that  were  not  immediately  under 
the  terror  of  the  army.  Of  this  I  find  the 
bbhop  of  Galloway  complaining  heavUy,  in 
a  letter  to  the  lord  renter  this  year :  my 


to  my  mind,  what  I  heard  related  about  its 
name  and  title,  which  was  ominoua,  and  in 
Umimt  eespUart,  that  after  some  handreds  of 
oopiet  were  prioted,  the  title  (another  than  this) 
ymm  fonnd  U^  contrived  and  unsuitable,  hut  so 
hasty  were  they  to  send  it  abroad,  and  so  thrifty 
of  expense,  that  they  would  not  destroy  the 
copies,  and  reprint  them  anew,  but  cut  off  the 
Ibvt  title  page,  and  substitute  this  in  its  room, 
(as  is  seen  in  most  of  the  copies,  the  first  sheet 
whereof  is  divided,)  and  so  instead  of  the  much 
expected  and  boasted  of  manifesto  and  vindica- 
tion of  the  late  proceedings,  we  must  be  satisfied 
with  this  lame  narratiye  of  them,  and  if  ever 
there  be  a  necessity  of  publishing  such  a  worthy 
piece,  some  would  offer  a  third  title,  and  desin 
It  may  be  called,  the  second  part  of  Aretlna,  or 
the  first  part  of  the  apostatized  Calumniator 
pmbHeu9,  acainst  that  party  or  interest,  in  whose 
•errice  he  broke  his  leg  about  four  years  affo,  and 
in  deserting  whereof  shortly  after  he  broke  his 
fidth,  neither  of  which  can  ever  be  made  straisht 
again :  but,  however,  wheUier  or  not  this  title 
might  fit  this  paper,  or  the  paper  fit  the  title  of 
narratiye,  or  rather  invective,  this  only  I  would 
note,  that  the  publisher  of  such  a  rude  and  raw 
paper  at  this  time  in  this  dress,  is  histly  censur- 
able, for  herein  is  the  act  of  oblirion  violated, 
and  principles  and  actions  (which  time  itself 
miffht  have  purchased  oblirion  for^  again  raised, 
and  invidious  comparisons  statea  tetwizt  old 
II. 


and  present  things,  and  very  dangerous  practices 
defended,  and  more  dangerous  principles,  all 
which  are  of  very  bad  consequence. 

Tou  may  think  strange  tnat  I  have  omitted 
many  things  of  the  greiUest  importance,  but  it 
is  purpose^  done.  1st,  Because  I  resolved  to 
crowd  all  in  one  letter,  the  bounds  whereof  I 
have  almost  transgressed.  Sdly,  Because  many 
things,  wrong  in  this  narrative,  are,  either  by 
the  very  vronis  or  explicatory  enlargement  of 
them  that  are  in  the  narrative,  clear,  as  of  some 
late  proclamations,  the  cross  mistakes  whereof, 
it  is  noped,  that  a  siffnincant  and  dutiful  way  be 
taken  to  discover  to  his  mi^®"^  "^"^  ^he  world. 
Sdly,  As  for  the  great  things,  the  bond,  law- 
borrows,  host,  free  quarters,  garrisons,  disarm- 
ing the  country,  and  the  grounds  hinted  for  their 
justification,  some  of  them  worse  than  the  thing 
they  are  brought  in  excuse  of,  as  that  the  west 
was  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  the  compliment 
of  the  sulijeets*  lives  and  fortunes,  and  the  act  of 
militia  may  be  made  a  relative,  and  disposed  of 
as  the  council  sees  occasion,  since  these  things 
are  the  subject  of  the  grand  grievances  of  the 
nation,  and  I  doubt  not  but  will  be  managed 
with  full  conviction  to  all  the  world ;  I  think  I 
am  bound  in  civility  to  forbear  to  meddle  in  so 
great  a  cause,  espoused  by  so  many  noble  patriots, 
and  in  present  dependaaoe  before  his  nugesty'a 
royal  throne.    Vale. 
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lA7fi  ^^^  ^  '^  wants  the  particular  date» 
but  I  suppose  it  has  been  before 
they  went  up  to  coiirt,  and  I  insert  it  here. 
"  My  lordy— Since  my  return  from  the 
north,  I  am  surprised  to  hear  of  the  great  and 
insolent  field  conventicles  in  Perthshire,  it 
being  as  much  influenced  by  the  marquis  of 
Athole's  example,  as  directed  by  his  autho- 
rity. TTiere  is,  besides  many  others,  a  con- 
stant field  conventicle  now  settled  in  the 
confines  of  some  parishes,  viz.  Methven, 
Gask,  Tippermuir,  and  another,  where  it  is 
marvelled,  that  many  observe  several  shoals 
of  Highlanders  in  their  trews,  and  many 
barelegged,  flocking  thither  to  propagate 
die  mischief  of  the  **  good  old  cause."  It  is 
to  good  men  no  small  discouragement,  that 
a  shire  under  the  influence  and  conduct  of 
the  marquis  of  Atholeand  the  earl  of  Perth, 
who  say  they  are  true  sons  of  the  church, 
should  (being  formerly  orderly  and  obedient 
to  the  laws)  become  so  turbulent  and  schis- 
matical;  especially  since  the  marquis  is 
shcrifi-principal,  and  that  one  altogether 
devoted  to  his  lordship  is  sherifi^epute 
of  that  shire,  in  whose  hands  is  placed 
die  power  to  punish  and  suppress  these 
disorders.  I  write  this,  being  informed  of 
the  state  of  the  shire  by  a  most  serious, 
godly,  and  knowing  minister,  that  my  lord 
M.  may  know  it,  and  the  rather  that  it 
comes  fi*om  such  a  minister,  as  is  a  great 
honour  of  his  noble  family.  Many  questions 
are  hereupon  proposed,  which  I  am  not  able 
to  answer,  (as  I  gladly  would),  which  insinu- 
ate all  the  blame  of  those  disorders  and 
disturbances  to  be  upon  the  marquis  and 
earl  foresaid,  but  especially  upon  the  former ; 
such  as,  1st,  How  comes  this  change  on  a 
sudden,  that  the  most  orderly  and  obedient 
shire  should  become  so  irregular  and  turbu- 
lent ?  2do,  Whence  is  it,  that  the  marquis 
of  Athole  and  earl  of  Perth,  so  long  as  they 
kept  fiiendship  with  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
and  consequently  clave  to  their  duty  to  the 
king,  that  shire,  under  their  power  and  in- 
fluence, continued  in  order  and  obedience  ; 
and  now  since  they  parted  from  his  grace, 
that  it  is  fallen  into  these  disorders,  which 
are  so  destructive  to  monarchy,  as  well  as  to 
religion  and  the  church?  3tio,  Whether 
there  be  not  a  deeper  Resign  in  coTTuptin^ 
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Perthshire  than  many  are  aware  of,  that 
shire  being  the  key  to  open  the  door  to  all 
manner  of  mutinies  and  diaordera  into  the 
northern  parts  of  Scotknd,  which  is  yet 
almost  untainted,  yea,  and  unacquainted 
with  these  ill  humours  and  disorders  that 
infest  and  threaten  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom ?  4to,  Whether  this  discontented  party 
have  not  so  far  prevailed  upon  the  manpiis 
of  Athole,  and  earl  of  Perth,  as  to  engi^ 
their  lordships  to  give  way  to  these  out- 
breakings  and  insolencies,  to  suflfer  the  other 
half  of  the  kingdom  (which  u  yet  entire) 
almost  to  be  embroiled  and  debauched? 
thereby  their  lordships  may  in  the  issue  be 
as  much  endangered  as  the  king  and  king- 
dom. 5to,  Whether  all  those  pretences 
can  in  any  tolerable  sense  be  reconciled  to 
the  principles  of  these  noble  persons,  who 
profess  not  only  a  kindness  for  our  poor  deso- 
late church,  to  repair  the  ruins  thereof,  hot 
a  zeal  for  the  fiunous  and  well  composed 
church  of  England ;  or,  if  these  professions 
be  not  industriously  made,  the  more  eflec- 
tually  under  trust  to  ruin  the  interest  of  the 
protestant  religion  in  both  churches.  For 
my  part  I  am  not  able  to  answer  these 
shrewd  questions,  when  put  to  it.  My 
good  lord,  I  freely  allow  your  lordship  to 
show  my  lord  marquis  this  letter,  and  show 
him  I  have  so  much  zeal  for  the  king's  ser- 
vice, the  interest  of  religion  and  the  church, 
and  so  much  honour  for  his  lordship,  that  I 
could  not  conceal  this  from  him,  nor  from 
your  lordship,  who,  I  know,  wbhes  both  his 
person  and  family  both  honour  and  happi- 
ness, he  keeping  his  duty  to  his  prince  and  his 
prince's  faithful  ministers :  yea,  the  rather  I 
do  it  now,  t^at  by  the  same  honest  minister 
I  learn,  that  the  fanatic  people  openly  say  in 
that  shire,  that  they  expect  connivance  from 
the  marquis  of  Athole  and  earl  of  Perth; 
and  that  Mr.  Henry  Murray,  when  charged 
with  neglect  in  not  punishing  these  disor- 
ders, individiously  blamed  the  privy  council, 
who,  I  am  sure,  never  denied  assistance  and 
encouragement  to  sherifi*-principalor  deputes, 
for  suppressing  of  these  mad  disorders.  I 
beg  pardon  for  this  long  letter,  which  my 
zeal  for  the  church  hath  drawn  fix>m  me, 
to  which  I  add  nothing,  but  that  I  am,  my 
lord^  your,"  &c 
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This  letter,  though  writ  with  art  enough, 
if  communicate,  did  not  hinder  these  two 
noblemen  from  appearing  with  others  for  the 
liberties  of  their  country,  and  accordingly 
they  went  up  to  London.  I  am  informed, 
that  when  they,  with  their  servants,  and 
some  gentlemen,  were  upon  their  road  in 
Annandale,  they  lost  their  way ;  and  it  being 
late,  the  two  noblemen  were  obliged  to 
shelter  in  a  cottage  in  that  country.  The 
people  having  heard  somewhat  of  their 
errand  in  going  up,  were  extremely  kind  to 
them,  wishing  them  heartily  success.  When 
they  could  not  get  in  their  horses  under 
lock  and  key,  or  perhaps  to  any  house,  the 
noblemen  appeared  concerned  for  them,  lest 
they  should  be  stolen,  having  heard  Annan- 
dale  spoken  of  for  stealing  of  horses ;  but  the 
country  people  told  them  they  were  in  no 
hazard,  there  was  now  no  thieving  among 
them,  since  the  field  preachings  came  into 
that  country,  and  talked  of  many  other 
branches  of  reformation  wrought  by  Mr. 
Welsh,  and  other  preachers  among  them. 
We  have  heard,  that  as  soon  as  the  council 
got  notice  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and 
others  their  being  gone  ofi^  they  sent  up  the 
earl  of  Murray  and  lord  Ck)llington  to  the 
king,  to  counter  them ;  and  we  have  had  the 
letter  writ  with  those.  Nothing  further 
offers  until  the  19th  of  April,  when  an  ex- 
press came  down  from  London  to  the  coun- 
cil, who  were  called  at  eight  in  the  morning; 
and  from  a  letter  writ  that  week  from  Edin- 
bui^,  by  a  good  hand,  I  find,  that  they  sat 
dose  until  four  in  the  afternoon.  I  have 
noticed  nothing  in  the  registers  of  this  day's 
date,  but  the  letter  to  the  earl  of  Murray 
and  lord  Collington,  upon  the  king's  letter 
and  commands  to  the  council,  bearing, "  that 
be  had  considered  some  representations 
made  by  some  of  his  subjects,  anent  the  late 
methods  with  the  west  country,  with  the 
answers  made  thereunto,  and  replies,  which 
so  fortified  the  representations,  that  he  re- 
solved to  hear  and  consider  things  fiilly; 
and  in  the  meantime  commanded  that  the 
bond  and  lawborrows  be  suspended  till  his 
further  pleasure  be  sent,  and  that  all  the 
forces,  except  his  own  guards,  be  immedi- 
ately disbanded."  This  letter  was  very  sur^ 
prising,  when  by  their  last  they  had  desired. 


and  no  doubt  some  of  them  hoped,  .^-^ 
that  the  earl  of  Cassils  should  be  sent 
down  prisoner.  That  same  day  it  was  said 
at  Edinburgh,  that  the  king  had  appointed 
six  of  the  cabinet  council  at  London,  to 
confer  with  our  nolnlity  that  were  gone  up, 
the  dukes  of  York,  Mcmmouth,  chancellor, 
and  three  others.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this, 
the  council  despatched  Sir  George  Mac- 
kenzie to  London,  and  with  him  they  write 
the  following  letter  to  the  earl  of  Murray 
and  lord  CoUington,  whom  they  had  before 
sent  up  to  manage  their  business. 

"  My  lords, — We  received  your  lordships' 
letter,  signifying  to  us  his  sacred  majesty's 
commands,  which,  with  all  others  that  shall 
come  from  him,  shall  ever  be  obeyed  by  us 
with  all  alacrity  and  satisfaction,  being  bound 
not  only  in  duty  to  be  exemplary  to  others, 
in  an  entire  deference  to  our  royal  roaster, 
but  in  gratitude  to  his  majesty,  who  does  so 
wisely  and  generously  own  us  in  maintain- 
ing .his  own  authority.  You  know  how 
much  all  were  inclined  to  give  the  council 
ready  obedience,  till  these  noblemen  inter- 
ested themselves  in  this  fanatical  quarrel; 
how  ready  all  were  to  concur  in  assisting 
his  majesty,  both  with  their  own  tenants 
and  militia ;  and,  which  is  very  remarkable, 
how  ready  the  gentry  and  heritors  in  every 
shire  were  to  rise,  betwixt  sixty  and  six- 
teen ;  which,  in  showing  how  all  ways  were 
taken  and  owned  for  assisting  the  royal 
authority,  did  strike  a  just  terror  in  all  those 
who  were  refractory :  whereas  now  the  num- 
bers and  humorousness  of  those  who  are 
gone  up,  has  done  all  they  could  to  shake 
loose  all  the  foundations  of  authority  here, 
to  such  a  hdght  as  will  soon  grow  above 
correction,  if  it  be  not  speedily,  vigorously, 
and  openly  adverted  to  by  his  majesty.  As. 
to  the  present  condition  of  his  majesty's 
forces  in  the  west,  we  had  resolved  to  have 
speedily  ended  that  progress,  if  the  letters 
sent  us,  had  not  assured  us,  that  the  shire 
of  Lanark  was  not  disarmed  upon  oath, 
as  the  council  and  their  committee  com- 
manded, and  as  the  other  shires  had  been : 
whereupon  we  were  forced  to  order  a  new 
disarming  thereof,  whereof  we  expect  an 
account  very  shortly.  The  shire  of  Niths- 
dale  were  at  first  very  ready  to  have  com- 
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1A78  plied;  but  of  late  it  seems  they 
are  influenced  by  strong  and  fidse 
alamw  finom  London,  so  fieff  as  they  ofibwd 
a  petition,  desiring  to  be  excused  from 
bringing  out  thor  militia:  but  we  seeing 
that  this  tended  to  ruin  the  whole  frame 
of  the  militia,  commanded  them  to  march 
to  Lanark,  to  relieve  the  Mid-Lothian 
regiment,  who  have,  as  the  other  forces, 
till  now  stayed  very  cheerfully.  And  thus 
there  is  only  one  regvnent  to  continue  in 
arms,  with  his  majesty's  guards  and  troop, 
till  that  shire  be  fully  disarmed,  and  no 
longer,  unless  some  new  emeigent  occur; 
of  which  these  complaining  lords  can  make 
juster  prognostics  than  we.  We  never 
raised  nor  resolved  to  raise  any  summons 
against  such  as  contemned  his  majesty's 
proclamation,  having,  according  to  our  duty, 
remitted  that  whole  affiiir  to  his  majest/s 
royal  determination,  and  which  we  expect 
may  settle  his  authority,  and  discourage 
others  from  the  like  attempts  to  be  made, 
whenever  any  discontented  persons  see  that 
hb  majesty  is  like  to  prevail  in  securing  the 
peace  here,  and  b  engaged  in  a  foreign  war 
abroad.  We  are  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  diligence,  faithfulness,  and  prudence 
which  you  have  shown  on  all  occasions,  in 
managing  our  common  concerns;  and  in 
which  we  expect  you  will  continue  your 
kindness  to  us.  We  have  sent  hb  majesty's 
advocate  to  attend  hb  majesty,  and  join 
with  you,  and  give  his  majesty  satisfaction 
in  any  thing  that  may  occur.  This  we 
desire  you  may  represent  to  hb  majesty, 
whose  royal  pleasure  in  thb  affiur,  and  what 
we  formerly  represented,  wherein  his  autho- 
rity is  so  much  concerned,  b  expected,  and 
shall  be  cheerfully  obeyed  by  your  afiection- 
ate  friends,"  &c. 

«  Edinburgh,  April  19th,  1678.*' 

Upon  the  22d,  Sir  John  Cunningham 
went  up  to  London ;  and  Sir  George  Lock- 
hart,  as  we  heard,  was  gone  up ;  and  these 
two  had  not  refused  the  bond,  yet  they  were 
clear  to  give  it  as  their  mind,  that  the 
imposing  of  it  and  the  lawborrows  was  con- 
trary to  law;  and  the  sentiments  of  such 
eminent  lawyers  could  not  but  have  weight 
at  London,    According  to  these  ordera^  \ 
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find  by  other  accounts  of  dib  time,  that  the 
r^gjment  of  Blue-coats,  and  the  Kithsdale 
regiment,  which  was  come  the  length  of 
Lanark,  were  disbanded.  My  lord  Hahoo 
came  west  to  the  committee  at  Glasgow, 
and  gave  the  lords  the  first  account  of  this 
sudden  turn,  assuring  them  of  the  king's 
fiivour,  and  hb  owning  their  proceedings. 
He  acquainted  them  that  the  king's  affiurs 
in  England,  where  the  militia  made  a  migiity 
noise,  made  a  present  disbanding  of  them 
necessary,  and  it  convenient  to  dischaige 
the  pressing  of  the  bond.  However,  this 
effectually  stopt  the  disarming  of  LanariL- 
shire  any  further,  and  few  or  none  appeared 
before  the  sheriff-depute,  with  others  ap- 
pointed, dther  to  depone  or  to  deliver  thdr 
arms.  And  in  a  day  or  two,  as  we  have 
heard,  the  conunittee  was  called  in  to  Edin- 
burgh. 

Little  more  offers  but  what  passed  at  Lon- 
don, till  the  convention  sat  down.  Upon 
the  10th  of  May,  the  garrison  left  at  Ayr, 
to  gratify  the  cleigy  of  that  shire,  b  recalled 
by  the  council  Upon  the  14th,  the  king's 
letter  comes  to  the  council,  appointing  them 
to  raise  some  new  forces,  and  ordering  them 
to  give  their  sentiments  of  the  numbers 
necessary.  That  same  day,  they,  in  their 
return  to  the  king,  take  notice  of  the  growth 
of  conventicles,  and  that  the  rabing  of  new 
forces  appears  to  them  the  best  way  to 
suppress  them,  and  propose  two  troops  of 
horse,  at  a  hundred  men  each,  to  be  levied; 
and  the  support  of  these  necessarily  called 
for  money,  and  a  convention  of  estates 
behoved  to  be  called  for  that  end,  as  we 
shall  hear. 

I  cannot  give  a  full  and  distinct  account 
how  matters  passed  in  England.  The  struggle 
betwixt  the  two  parties  was  not  small,  and 
the  advocate,  when  he  got  up,  by  the  turns 
he  gave  to  matters,  softened  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth and  some  other  English  people. 
Various  were  the  reports  here  as  to  what 
passed  at  London,  which  I  stay  not  upon.  At 
length,  after  long  attendance,  and  the  most 
part  of  the  gentlemen  were  come  off  with- 
out getting  access  to  the  king,  upon  the 
25th  of  May,  duke  Hamilton  and  some 
others  were  admitted  to  a  hearing  before  the 
V  VVtv^^  «xv  «;ccount  of  which  I  shall  give  fit>m  a 
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eCter  in  mine  eye,  writ  at  this  time  by  one 
iresent,  as  the  best  view  I  can  afford  of  this 
natter  to  the  reader.  "  Upon  the  25th  of 
Iflay,  the  king  commanded  the    duke  of 
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Elamilton,  lord  Cochran,  Sir  John  Cochran, 
ind  lieutenant-general  Drommond,  to  attend 
ipon  him  at  four  of  the  dock,  when  they 
ippeared.      TTie  king,  being  accompanied 
with  the  duke  of  York,  duke  of  Monmouth, 
uid   the  treasurer,  desired  to  know  what 
they  had  to  say,  why  they  had  come  to  him 
contrary  to  his  proclamation.    The  duke  of 
Hamilton  spoke  first,  and  said,  he  humbly 
bagged  to  know  the  reason  why  he  had  got 
Bome  marks  of  his  majesty's  displeasure, 
particularly,  that  he  had  been  put  off  his 
majesty's  council,  and  that  since  he  came 
here  (London),  he  had  not  the  conunon 
privilege  of  subjects,  not  being  admitted  to 
kiss  his  majesty's  hand.    The  king  replied, 
he  would  first  know  what  were  the  things 
they  had  to  complain  of,  and  he  would  take 
his  own  time  to  answer  his  first  request. 
The  duke  said,  the  chief  encouragement  he 
had  to  come  and  make  known  his  oppression, 
was  that  which  the  king  said  to  him  when 
last  here,  which  was,  that  when  he  was  any 
way  wronged,  he  should  come  to  himself  and 
make  it  known ;  and  that  now  he  could  not 
but  come,  since  he  and  others  were  so  much 
wronged.    And  then  there  was  an  account 
given  of  the  whole  affair,  of  the  bringing 
down  of  the  Highlanders,  of  quartering, 
plundering  our  lands,  of  having  a  bond  ofier- 
ed  which  was  both  illegal  and  impracticable, 
of  being  charged  with  lawborrows,  and  being 
denounced  thereupon,  and  of  the  proclama^ 
don  forbidding  us  to  acquaint  the  king  with 
jur  condition.    AU  these  were  particularly 
insisted  upon  at  great  length.    To  which 
the  king  returned,  that  these  were  horrid 
Jiings,  and  desired  we  might  set  them  down 
n  paper.    The  treasurer  said,  that  whatever 
Mras  in  these  free  quarterings,  and  in  the 
"est,  they  might  have  been  prevented  by 
aking  of  the  bond,  which  he  conceived 
here  was  law  for  the  imposing  of,  and 
night  be  very  well  kept ;  for  there  was  two 
dtemattves  in  the  bond,  to  wit,  either  to 
leliver  them  prisoners,  or  to  put  them  from 
heir  land.     To  which  it  was  replied,  that 
here  was  no  law  obliging  masters  to  appre- 


hend their  tenants ;  and  the  fiurthest   la^a 
the  act  of  parliament  went,  was,  in 
the  year  1670,  to  oblige  masters  for  their 
fiunities  and  servants.    2dly.  That  masters 
could  not  be  obliged  to  turn  their  tenants  out 
of  their  land,  in  regard  that  the  punishment 
for  going  to  a  conventicle  was  statute  already, 
to  be  a  fine  much  less  in  proportion,  than  the 
turning   them    out  of  their   possessions; 
besides,  most  part  of  the  tenants  have  tacks, 
by  which,  during  their  time,  they  had  good 
right  to  their  possessions,  and  could  not, 
by  their  masters,  be  turned  out  for  a  crime 
that  by  the  law  was  only  finable,  and  had 
no  such  certification,  as  losing  their  posses- 
sions.    The  conference   having  held  two 
hours,  there  was  a  great  deal  said  to  and  fro, 
and  the  king  fully  and  Ccedy  informed.    The 
conclusion  of  the  debate  was.  The  king  told 
us  he  could  not  judge  of  what  we  had  said, 
unless  we  would  give  it  under  our  hands, 
that  he  might  consult  thereanent  with  his 
council,  and  know  what  they  had  to  say  for 
themselves,  and  could  advise  him  to.    It 
was  answered,  that  we  came  to  his  majesty, 
to  give  an  information  of  what  wrongs  and 
oppressions  were  done  to  the  country,  hop- 
ing his  majesty  would  examine  and  redress 
them,  but  not  to  give  in  any  accusation 
against  the  council,  which  we  knew  by  law 
was    very  dangerous,  unless    his   majesty 
would  indemnify  for  it.    Which  the  king 
refusing  to  do,  they  told  they  could  insist  no 
further,  but  leave  it  to  him  to  do  as  he 
thought  fit.     The  king  offered  to  go  out  of 
the  room,  and    duke   Hamilton  kneeling, 
begged  the  favour  of  his  hand ;  but  his  ma- 
jesty declined  it,  and  said,  he  would  consider 
upon,  and  give  an  answer  to  what  had  been 
said,  and  went  away.    There  were  many 
particulars  spoken  to,  wherewith  the  king 
seemed  to  be  moved,  acknowledging  that 
there  were  overdoings,  and  several  things 
done  upon  prejudice  at  particular  persons; 
but  still  when  he  came  this  length,  the  lord 
treasurer  interrupted,  and  gave  some  other 
turn  to  matters,  otherwise,  it  is  thought, 
there  would  a  more  favourable  answer  have 
been  given.     The  king  signified,  that  he  was 
certainly  informed  that  there  was  a  rebellion 
designed  in  Scotland,  but  he  would  take 
care  that  the  actors  in  it  should  be  losers 
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well.  Giren  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  tile 
SSth  of  May  1678,  and  of  our  reign  the 
thirtieth  year.    By  his  majesty's  eanranuM^ 
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by  it     He  endeaToured  alio  much 

to  assure  us,  that  albeit  we  had  not 

come  from  ScoUand,  there  would  not  have 

been  any  caption  executed  i^nst  us  upon 

the  lawborrows.** 

This  is  a  plain,  and,  I  believe,  a  very  just 
account  of  what  passed ;  and  we  shall  hear  in 
the  next  book,  that  afterwards  the  com- 
plaints tabled  against  the  procedure  in 
Scotland,  were  more  regarded,  when  tabled 
in  a  more  favourable  juncttve.  As  yet  the 
king  was  under  the  influence  of  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale,  and  so  the  noblemen  got  no 
redress :  but  a  letter  was  writ  to  the  coim- 
cU,  three  days  after  this  conference,  which 
was  the  third  letter  of  approbation  they  got, 
with  some  severe  enough  reflections  upon 
the  complaining  lords  and  gentlemen;  with 
which  I  shall  end  this  section,  and  my 
accounts,  which  have  now  run  to  so  great  a 
length,  of  the  Highland  host. 

«  Charles  R.  Right  trusty,  &c— We 
greet  you  well.  The  inclination  we  have  to 
distribute  justice  equally  to  all  our  subjects, 
and  the  desire  we  have  to  vindicate  the 
honour  of  our  privy  council,  did  prevail  with 
us  to  hear  what  could  be  said  against  some 
late  proceedings,  in  that  our  ancient  king- 
dom, for  repressing  field  conventicles,  and 
other  disorders ;  and  now,  after  full  informa- 
tion from  such  as  were  authorized  by  you  to 
attend  us,  and  hearing  such  as  pretend  they 
were  injured,  we  do,  as  formerly,  fully 
approve  yoiu*  proceedings;  and  the  rather 
that,  after  trial  taken  by  us,  we  find,  that 
such  as  complained,  refuse  to  sign  any  com- 
plaint Against  those  proceedings  as  illegal. 
We  have  thought  fit,  for  obviating  such 
clamours  for  the  future,  to  declare,  that  we 
are  highly  dissatisfied  with  such  as  have 
caused  these  clamours,  and  that  we  will,  on 
all  occasions,  proceed  according  to  our  laws, 
against  such  as  endeavour  to  lese  our  pre- 
rogative, oppose  our  laws  and  our  privy 
'*ouncil.  We  do  also  recommend  to  you  to 
take  all  such  I^al  courses  as  may  maintain 
our  authority,  secure  the  peace  of  that  our 
kingdom,  and  support  the  government  of 
the  church,  as  it  is  now  established  by  law. 
In  doing  whereof,  you  may  rest  fully  assured 
of  OUT  assistance  and  protection  upon  all 
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Oftheproccu  against ^  and  execution  of  Mr, 
James  MUohelf  JoMuary,  1678. 

Ik  the  former  sections  of  this  chapter,  I 
have  confined  myself  to  the  S^and  host, 
and  what  concerned  that;  and  now  it  if 
proper  to  take  notice  in  this  and  the  foUov- 
ing  sections,  of  some  oUier  matters  which  feQ 
out  this  year :  and  I  begin  with  the  process 
against  Bfr.  James  Iffitdiel,  which  requires  a 
section  by  itself,  as  what  made  a  great  noise^ 
and  hath  been  most  unaccountably  repre- 
sented by  the  advocates  for  the  severities  of 
this  rdgn.  This  subject  deserves  a  particii- 
lar  notice,  since  it  hath  been  misembly  mis- 
represented of  late,  in  a  scorrilods  libd  pub- 
lished at  London,  and  carefully  handed 
about  by  the  Jacobites  and  highfliers,  with 
a  design  to  bespatter  the  church  of  Scotland. 
The  title  of  the  pamphlet  is,  *■  Fanatical 
Moderation,  or  unparalleled  Villany  Display- 
ed, in  the  Examples  of  Major  Wdr,  and  filr. 
James  Mitchel,  London,  1710.*'  A  junc- 
ture when  every  body  now  knows  the  design 
was  fast  bringing  to  perfection  for  overturn- 
ing the  protestant  succesaon,  preventing 
our  excellent  sovereign  king  George  his 
accession,  and  bringing  us  back  to  such 
times,  again,  and  worse,  if  worse  can  be,  as 
this  history  delineates.  This  scandalous 
pamphlet  is  stuffed  with  as  much  virulence 
and  untruth,  as  any  almost  I  have  seen,  no 
doubt  with  a  design  to  expose  the  sufferings 
of  presbyterians  in  this  period,  to  the  Eng- 
lish nation.  And  when  it  was  published  a 
second  time,  with  the  blind  of  a  new  title- 
page  to  help  off*  the  impression,  and  in  that 
new  ritle  it  was  said  to  be  recommended  hj 
Dr.  Hicks,  the  doctor,  whom  nobody  will 
suspect  to  have  been  parrial  to  presbyte- 
rians, found  it  needful  in  the  public  news- 
papers to  insert  an  advertisement  once  and 
again,  that  he  had  never  recommended  that 
paper ;  and  it  was  very  proper  for  a  person 
of  his  learning  and  reputation  to  disown 
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untraths.  Manj  are  the  vile  lies  and  blun- 
dtn  through  the  whole  of  the  pamphlet. 
So  shamelessly  ignorant  hath  the  writer 
been  of  the  period  he  undertakes,  that  he 
blunders  in  an  error  of  four  years  in  his  very 
tide-page,  and  saj^,  Mr.  Mitchel  was  exe- 
cute 1674.  He  talks  of  a  rebellion  at  Pent- 
land  hills,  1668,  and  represents  Sir  Archi- 
bald Primrose  and  Sir  John  Nisbet  as  pres- 
byterians;  to  say  nothing  of  his  impious 
flings  at  religion,  and  his  midring  grace  the 
artificial  part  of  fanaticism.  Agreeable  to 
this  follows  his  jesting  at  extemporary 
prayers,  and  his  bare&ced  reflections  on  our 
excellent  reformers  from  popery.  We  need 
not  then  be  surprised  to  find  him  publishing 
amnt  lies  anent  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson, 
abusing  Mr.  David  Dickson,  and  breaking 
his  jests  upon  the  remonstrator  presbyte- 
riansy  as  he  calls  them.  He  publishes 
groundless  slanders  on  Mr.  Mitchel,  and 
most  disingenuously  conceals  the  vindicatory 
part  of  his  speech ;  and  to  expose  him  the 
nore^  he  couples  him  with  major  Weir, 
whom  presbyterians,  and  Mr.  Mitchel  in 
particular,  d>ominate  and  loathed  as  much  as 
Mb  scurrilous  audior.  And  if  it  were  fair 
reasoning,  as  it  is  not,  I  could  produce 
instances,  and  charge  them  upon  the  epis- 
copal party,  yea,  some  of  the  order  of  bish- 
ops, who  have  been  found  guOty  of  nujor 
Weir's  crimes.  Certainly  the  author  has 
been  foolish  in  putting  Mr,  Mitchel  and  ma^ 
jor  Weir  together,  lest  somd)ody  or  other 
be  tempted  to  draw  a  parallel  betwixt  the 
major  and  the  man  whose  life  Mr.  Mitchel 
attempted.  But  I  leave  this  author  to  be 
chastised  by  others,  who  shall  think  it 
worth  their  while  to  dip  into  the  heap  of 
calumny  and  slander  he  hath  hcked  up  and 
bdiched  out  in  thb  pamphlet.  The  fiur  nar- 
ration I  shall  give  ^om  original  papers  and 
the  roisters,  will  set  this  matter  in  its  true 
light. 

It  is  none  of  my  work  in  this  history,  to 
undertake  a  vindication  of  Mr.  Mitcitel's 
attempt  upon  the  bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  in 
the  year  1668,  for  which  he  is  now  execute. 
I  know  the  wrath  of  man  never  wrought  the 
ijghteousness  of  God,  and  any  thing  that  can 
foe  said  in  behalf  of  these  extraordinary 
attacks,  hath  been  ogain  and  again  printed. 
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Ndthec  is  it  my  business  here  to  |g»c» 
vindicate  Mr.  Mitchel  firom  the  vile 
aspersions  cast  upon  him,  without  any  proo^ 
by  the  villanous  author  last  named,  of  which^ 
by  the  informations  I  have  had,  there  was 
not  the  least  ground  but  spite  and  malice, 
and  from  which  he  yet  can  be  vindicate  by 
persons  alive.  My  part  is  to  give  a  fiur 
account  of  the  base  treatment  he  met  with, 
and  the  breach  of  trust,  yea,  public  faith 
and  honour  pledged  to  him,  as  another 
instance  that  our  prelates  and  their  friends 
stuck  at  nothing  to  avenge  their  quarrels. 
We  left  him  in  the  year  1674,  after  which 
he  was  continued  a  long  time  in  the  tolbooth 
of  Edinburgh,  and  sent  to  the  Bass.  I  have 
of  design  left  any  thing  about  him  I  met 
with  since  that  time  to  this  place.  Febru- 
ary 16th,  1674,  he  wrote  a  laige  letter  finom 
Edinbuigh  tolbooth,  to  a  fnend  of  his, 
vindicating  his  practice,  and  owning  the 
principles  he  went  upon;  which  being 
already  in  print,  vrith  the  speech  he  then 
designed  when  laying  his  account  with 
death,  I  shall  not  insert  them  here,  but  go 
on  to  notice  the  procedure  of  the  council 
and  justiciary  with  him.  By  the  council 
rasters  I  find, "  That  Mr.  James  Mitchel 
having  endeavoured  to  make  his  escape  fix>m 
Edinbuigh  tolbooth,  the  council,  December 
16th,  1675,  appoint  him  to  be  removed  to  a 
surer  room  in  it.  And,  January  6th,  1676, 
Mr.  James  Mitchel  having  refused  to  own 
what  he  confessed  before  the  council,  in 
presence  of  the  justidary,  he  is  ordained  to 
be  put  to  the  question  and  torture,  anent 
his  being  in  the  rebellion  1666."  I  find 
no  more  in  the  council  registers.  In  the 
justiciary  registers,  January  24th,  1676, 
"  Sederunt,  Craigie  jusdce-clerk,  Collingtou, 
Strathurd,  Castldiill,  Forret,  and  Mr.  Thos. 
Murray  of  Glendoick,  justiciars ;  assessors, 
Linlithgow,  Wigton,  Seaforth,  Ross,  trea- 
surer-depute, appointed  by  the  council,  to 
question  Mr.  James  Mitchd  upon  his  being 
at  the  rebellion  1666,  and  to  torture  him 
upon  denial.  His  majesty's  advocate  pro- 
duced a  confession  emitted  by  him  before^ 
and  in  presence  of  the  diancellor,  reg^er, 
and  treasurer-depute,  subscribed  by  him, 
wherein  he  confesses  his  being  in  the  rebel- 
lion, which  being  read  to  him,  he  denied  to 
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ifiTfiu  ^  ^  ▼en^ :  whereupon,  beiiig  put 
to  torture,  he  frequently  and  still 
denied  the  same,  or  that  he  had  emitted  or 
subscribed  the  same.*'  This  is  alll  find  in  the 
records :  but  I  have  a  large  account  before 
me  of  what  passed  betwixt  Mr.  James 
Mitchel  and  the  committee.  January  18th, 
22d,  and  24th,  1676,  which  I  have  some 
reason  to  beliere  was  writ  by  Mr.  Mitchel 
himself,  or  somebody  with  him  at  the  time. 
And  that  the  reader  may  have  some  view  of 
this  wicked  and  inhuman  method  of  expis- 
cating  matters  by  torture,  peculiar  to  this 
time,  I  shall  give  as  short  an  abstract  of 
this  account  as  I  can ;  after  I  have  remarked, 
that  the  thing  he  was  tortured  upon  was 
not  his  designed  assassination,  but  his 
alleged  accession  to  Pentland,  ten  years 
ago,  about  which  it  was  more  than  time 
that  processes  should  have  been  ending, 
where  there  was  no  probation,  and  especially 
those  by  torture.  The  earl  of  Linlithgow 
was  preses  of  the  meeting ;  and  about  six 
of  the  clock  at  night,  January  18th,  Mr. 
Mitchel  was  brought  before  them.  The 
earl  told  him,  he  was  brought  before  them, 
to  see  if  he  would  adhere  to  his  former 
confession.  Mr.  Mitchel  answered,  "  My 
lord,  it  is  not  unknown  to  your  lordship 
and  others  here  present,  that  by  the  coun- 
cil's order,  I  was  remitted  to  the  lords  of 
the  justiciary,  before  whom  I  received  an 
indictment,  at  my  lord  advocate's  instance, 
whereby  I  was  to  be  forfeited  of  life  and 
fortune,  although  I  have  no  fortune;  to 
which  indictment  I  answered  at  three  several 
diets:  and  the  last  diet  being  deserted  by 
my  lord  advocate,  I  humbly  conceive,  that 
both  by  the  law  of  the  nation,  and  practick 
of  the  court  at  that  time,  I  ought  to  have 
been  set  at  liberty :  yet  notwithstanding  I 
was,  contrary  to  law,  equity,  and  justice, 
returned  to  prison ;  and  upon  what  account 


The  pound  was  one  of  the  neat  arrcgHK 
cheats,  liars,  and  rogues  he  had  known. 
Mr.  Mitchel  answered.  My  lord,  if  then 
were  fewer  of  those  persons  you  have  been 
speaking  of  in  the  nadon,  I  would  not  be 
standing  this  night  at  the  bar :  but  my  lord 
advocate  knoweth,  that  what  is  alleged 
against  me  is  not  my  confession.  The  other 
said.  Do  you  not  remember,  that  befixc  mj 
lord  commissioner  and  the  council,  you  asid 
so  and  sa  Mr.  Mitchel  answered,  Mj 
lord  conunilBioner  never  inquired  about  anj 
such  things,  but  only  inquired  if  I  had  been 
beyond  seas,  and  with  whom  I  conversed. 
The  preses  said.  Sir,  we  will  cause  a  shaiper 
thing  make  you  confess:  the  pennel  sn- 
swered.  My  lord,  I  hope  you  are  ChiistiaDs 
and  no  pagans.  Then  he  was  returned  to 
the  prison.  Upon  January  22d,  he  was 
again  called  before  them  in  the  laigfa  coundl 
house,  and  asked  if  he  would  acknowledge 
his  former  confession,  and  a  paper  was  pro- 
duced alleging  to  be  subsoibed  by  him. 
He  answered.  My  lord,  I  acknowledge  no 
such  thing.  The  preses  said.  Sir,  you  see 
what  is  upon  the  table  (the  boots),  I  will 
see  if  that  will  make  you  do  it.  Mr.  Mitchel 
answered,  *'  My  lord,  I  confess,  that  by  tor- 
ture you  may  cause  me  to  blaspheme  God, 
as  Saul  did  compel  the  saints;  you  maj 
compel  me  to  speak  amiss  of  your  lordships, 
to  call  myself  a  thie(  a  murderer,  a  witch 
or  warlock,  and  what  not,  and  then  pannel 
me  upon  it ;  but  if  you  shall,  my  lord,  put 
me  to  it,  I  here  protest  before  God  and 
your  lordships,  that  nothing  extorted  from 
me  by  torture  shall  be  made  use  of  against 
roe  in  judgment,  nor  have  any  force  in  law 
against  me,  or  any  other  person  whatsom- 
ever.  But  to  be  plain  with  you,  my  lords, 
I  am  so  much  of  a  Christian,  that  whatever 
3'our  lordships  shall  legally  prove  agamst 
me,  if  it  be  a  truth  I  shall  not  deny  it ;  but 


I  am  this  night  brought  before  your  lord-   on  the  contrary,  I  am  so  much  of  a  man, 


ships  I  know  not"  The  preses  told  him, 
he  was  not  accused  before  them,  either 
upon  life  or  fortune,  but  called  to  see 
whether  he  would  own  his  former  confes- 
sion. Mr.  Mitchel  answered,  That  he 
knew  no  crime  he  was  guilty  of,  and  there- 
fore no  such   confession   as  was   alleged. 


and  a  Scotsman,  that  I  never  held  myself 
obliged  by  the  law  of  God,  nature,  or  the 
nation,  to  become  mine  own  accuser."  The 
treasurer-depute  said.  He  (the  pannel)  hath 
the  devil's  logic,  and  sophisticates  like  hiro. 
Ask  him  whether  that  be  his  subscription 
To  which  Mr.  Mitchel  replied,  I  acknow- 


The  lord  treasurer-depute,  upou  tVus,  %«^\Ved%«  no  such  thing;  and  he  was  again  sent 


CHAP.  XIII.  J 

back  to  prison.  January  24diy  the  justices 
came  to  die  inner  parliament  house  in  their 
robes,  and  the  executioner  and  boots  were 
presented,  and  Bfr.  Mitchel  was  again  inter- 
rogate as  above,  if  he  would  acknowledge 
his  former  confession,  before  he  was  put  to 
the  torture.  He  knowing,  that  after  the 
rate  of  the  Spanish  inquisition,  the  more  he 
confessed,  either  concerning  himself  or 
others,  the  more  severe  the  torture  would 
be  made,  to  make  him  confess  the  more, 
ddivered  himself  to  this  purpose.  **  My 
lord,  I  have  now  been  these  two  full  years 
in  prison,  and  more  than  one  of  them  in 
bolts  and  fetters,  which  hath  been  more 
kitolerable  to  me  than  many  deaths,  if  I 
bad  been  capable  thereof;  and  it  is  well 
known,  some  in  a  shorter  time,  have  been 
tempted  to  make  away  themselves:  but 
respect  and  obedience  to  the  express  law 
■nd  command  of  God,  hath  made  me  to 
undergo  all  those  hardships,  and  I  hope  this 
torture  also,  mth  patience,  viz.  That  for 
the  preservation  of  my  own  life  and  that  of 
others,  so  &r  as  lies  in  my  power,  and  to 
keep  innocent  blood  off  your  lordships'  per- 
sons and  families,  which  by  shedding  of 
mine  doubtless  you  would  bring  upon  your- 
selves and  posterity,  and  wrath  from  the 
Lord,  to  the  consmning  thereof,  till  there 
should  be  no  remnant  nor  escaping;  and 
now  again  I  protest,  &c.  as  above.  When 
you  please  call  for  the  men  you  have 
appointed  to  their  work."  The  executioner 
was  called,  and  Mr.  Mitchel  was  tied  in  a 
two-armed  chair,  and  the  boot  brought 
The  executioner  asked  which  of  the  legs  he 
should  take.  The  lords  bade  him  take  any 
of  them.  The  executioner  laid  the  left  leg 
in  the  boot,  which  Mr.  Mitchel  lifted  out 
igain,  and  said,  "  Since  the  judges  have  not 
determined,  take  the  best  of  the  two,  for  I 
freely  bestow  it  in  the  cause,"  and  laid  his 
right  1^  into  the  engine.*  When  he  was 
put  into  the  boot,  the  advocate  asked  leave  to 


*  It  oontisted  of  four  pieces  of  wood  very 
Rrmly  fastened  together,  so  as  to  form  a  kind 
if  box  capable  of  admitting  tl>e  leg.  Into  this 
were  inserted  moveable  staves,  between  wbidi 
ind  the  box  a  wedge  was  driven,  so  as  to  squeeze 
IT  cempress  the  leg  to  almest  any  degree  accord  • 
lug  lo  the  Dumber  of  strokes  given  to  iL^^-JStL 
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speakbutawordortwo,andinsbted  jg-g 
9t  a  great  length.  Mr.  Afitchel  an- 
swered, "  The  advocate's  word  or  two  hath 
multiplied  into  so  many,  that  my  memory 
cannot  serve  me,  in  the  condition  in  which 
I  am  (the  torture  being  beginning)  to  re- 
sume them,  but  I  shall  essay  to  answer  the 
scope  of  his  discourse.  Wliereas  he  hath 
been  speaking  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
magistrate,  I  shall  go  somewhat  further  than 
he  hath  gone,  and  own  that  the  magistrate 
whom  God  hath  appointed  is  God's  depute, 
both  the  throne  and  the  judgment  is  the 
Lord's,  when  he  judgeth  for  €k)d,  and 
according  to  his  law;  and  a  part  of  his 
office  is,  to  deliver  the  poor  oppressed  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  oppressors,  and  shed  no 
innocent  blood.  Jer.  xxil  3.  And  disobe- 
diences to  this  brought  wrath  on  himself, 
and  his  princes,  and  the  land,  chap,  xxxviu 
And  whereas  the  advocate  hath  been  enlarg- 
ing upon  the  sinfulness  of  lying  on  any 
account;  it  is  answered,  That  not  only 
lying  is  sinftil,  but  also  a  pernicious  speaking 
of  the  truth  is  a  horrid  sin  before  the  Lord, 
when  it  tendeth  to  the  shedding  of  innocent 
blood ;  witness  the  case  of  Doeg,  Psal.  Hi. 
compared  with  I  Sam.  xxiL  9.  But  what 
my  lord  advocate  hath  forged  against  me,  is 
fiilse ;  so  that  I  am  standing  upon  my  former 
ground,  viz.  the  preservation  of  mine  own 
life  and  the  life  of  others,  so  far  as  in  my 
power."  Then  the  clerk's  servant  being 
called,  interrogate  him  in  the  torture  a 
great  many  questions,  upwards  of  thirty, 
which  were  all  in  writ,  and  his  answers  were 
taken  fix>m  hts  mouth.  It  is  needless  to  set 
them  all  down,  for  many  of  them  are  of  no 
import,  and  therefore  I  shall  only  notice  a  few. 
Question,  Are  you  that  Mr.  James  Mitchel 
who  was  excepted  out  of  the  king's  grace 
and  favour,  or  not  ?  Answer.  I  never  com- 
mitted any  crime  deserving  to  be  excluded. 
Q,  Know  you  any  more  of  that  name  ?  A, 
Yes,  there  are  two  in  Mid  Lothian.  Q. 
Were  you  at  Pentland  ?  A.  No.  Q.  Were 
you  at  Ayr,  and  joined  with  the  rebels 
there?  A.  I  never  joined  with  any  such. 
Q,  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  Pent- 
land  ?  A.  In  Edinburgh.  Q,  When  knew 
you  of  their  rising  in  arms  ?  A,  When  the 
rest  of  the  city  knew  of  iu    CU^KVasql 


458 


167a 


THE  HISTORY  OF 

thftt?  A,  When  the  messenger 
came  from  Dwnfries,  and  Dalziel 
and  his  forces  marched  out  at  the  West  Port 
Q.  Where  did  you  meet  with  James  Wal- 
lace? A.  I  knew  him  not  at  that  time. 
Q.  Did  you  go  out  of  town  with  captain 
Amot?  A,  No.  TTie  rest  are  about  his 
going  abroad,  &c  and  need  not  be  insert* 
The  questions  being  over,  the  executioner 
took  doMm  hb  leg  from  a  chest  whereupon 
it  was  lying  all  this  time  in  the  boot,  and  set 
both  on  the  ground,  and  thrustmg  in  the 
shelves  to  drive  the  wedge,  began  his 
strokes ;  at  every  one  of  them  inquired,  if 
he  had  no  more  to  say,  or  would  say  more  ? 
Mr.  Mitchel  answered.  No  more,  my  lords. 
And  thus  he  continued  till  he  gave  nine 
strokes  upon  the  head  of  the  wedge :  at  the 
ninth  Mr.  Mitchel  fisdnted  through  the 
extremity  of  pain ;  upon  which  the  execu- 
tioner cried,  Alas!  my  lord,  he  is  gone. 
Then  they  stopped  the  torture,  and  went 
off.  And  in  a  little,  when  recovered,  he 
was  carried  in  the  same  chair  to  the  tol- 
booth.f     At  the  begmning  of  the  torture, 


*  It  in  mortifying  to  find  such  a  man  as  Sir 
George  Mackenzie  defending  the  use  of  torture 
in  cases  of  eyidence.  *<  As  to  torture,"  says  he, 
"  it  is  allowed  not  only  by  the  law  of  our  nation, 
but  oi  all  nations  except  England,  and  founded 
on  the  forementioned  maxims,  aalua  populi,  &c. 
Pereatnntuty  potius  qwtm  unitcu,"  Vindicat.  p. 
11.  His  next  sentence  contains  a  manifest 
falsehood. — <<  Nor  was  it  ever  inflicted,  but 
where  the  person  tortured  was  evidently  proved 
to  be  guilty  of  accession  to  the  crime,  and  that  he 
knew  the  accomplices."  Had  he  said  **  sup 
posed"  to  be  guilty,  he  would  have  been  nearer 
the  truth.  In  the  case  of  Mitchel,  there  was 
absolutely  no  proof  whatever,  except  that  found- 
ed on  his  supposed  confessions,  and  the  leading 
men  of  the  nation  must  perjure  themselves  in 
order  to  bring  in  the  poor  man  guilty. — With 
MitchcFs  private  character  we  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do;  and  it  only  proves  in  the 
Editor  of  Kirkton,  malice  against  the  Scottish 
presbyterians,  that  he  aims  a  blow  at  them 
through  the  sides  of  Mitchel.  His  favourite 
authority,  Captain  Creichton,  will  not  be  held  by 
impartial  men  as  a  fair  and  impartial  witness ; 
neither  will  his  illustrious  prototype.  Dean 
Swift,  be  considered  as  "  free  of  partial  coun- 
sel.*^—^rf. 

t  "  When  it  was  reported  that  he  was  to  be 
tortured  in  the  other  leg,  some,  it  seems,  of  his 
friends  drop  in  a  letter  to  archbishop  Sharp  of 
St.  Andrews,  assuring  him  that  if  he  persisted 
in  the  torturing  of  him,  he  should  have  a  shott 
from  a  steadier  hand ;  whereupon  he  was  lett 
Mlooe,  hut  was  still  kept  in  prison.*'.— Law's 
MemwiMh,  p.  85 Ed. 
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when  the  wedge  began  to  piiidi  the  hooC^ 
and  pain  him  most  aensiUy,  he  said, "  Mj 
lords,  not  knowing  but  this  torture  may  cad 
my  life,  I  beseech  you  to  remember,  that  he 
who  sho^-eth  no  mercy,  shall  hacve  jodgpest 
without  mercy.  And  if  any  of  you,  ss  I 
hope  there  is  few  present,  be  thirstiqg  after 
my  innocent  blood,  mind  what  is  spokes 
Revel,  xvi.  5,  6.  And  now,  my  lords,  I  do 
freely  and  from  my  heart  forgive  you  who 
are  judges,  and  the  men  who  are  appointed 
to  go  about  this  horrid  work,  and  those  who 
are  satiating  th^  eyes  in  beholding.  I  do 
entreat  that  God  may  never  lay  it  to  die 
chaige  of  any  of  you,  as  I  b^  that  God  fcr 
his  Son  Christ's  sake,  may  be  pleased  to 
Mot  out  my  sin  and  mine  iniquity.**  Upoa 
this  the  treaiAurer-depute  asserted,  that  the 
paper  containing  his  confession  about  Peat- 
land,  produced  as  signed  by  the  pannd,  wss 
signed  at  the  council  table,  and  the  lord 
chancellor  was  a  witness  thereunto.  The 
advocate  asserted,  that  it  was  signed  at  the 
council  table,  but  the  lord  register  sad 
hunself  were  witnesses.  Hugh  Stevenson 
asserted,  that  it  was  signed  in  the  Isigh 
council  house,  and  not  at  the  council  table, 
and  that  the  register  and  advocate  were 
witnesses.  Mr.  Mitchel  was  just  going  to 
say,  They  were  false  witnesses,  seeing  their 
declarations  did  not  agree  one  with  another; 
but  his  leg  being  in  the  torture,  and  fearing 
to  irritate  them,  be  forbore. 

The  writer  of  this  account  I  have  abridged, 
remarks,  that  such  a  practice  as  this  with 
Mr.  Mitchel,  is  unprecedented,  by  torture 
to  oblige  a  person,  contrary  to  nature,  and 
the  divine  law,  to  be  his  own  accuser.  The 
two  cases  wherein  it  only  has  been  used 
these  many  years  in  Scotland,  come  not  at 
all  up  to  the  case  before  us.  Peter  Roy  the 
Highland  thief  and  robber,  after  he  had  been 
legally  convicted  of  theft  and  murder,  ^-as 
put  to  the  torture,  to  oblige  him  to  declare 
his  associates  and  accomplices.  And  as  to 
the  other  instance  of  the  laird  of  Auchin- 
drane,  he  observes,  that  he  was  accused  of 
an  horrid  and  private  murder,  where  there 
were  no  witnesses ;  and  which  the  Lord  had 
witnessed  from  heaven,  singularly,  by  his 
own  hand,  and  proved  the  deed  against  him. 
\TVi!e  cnr^Ab  csiC  \lbA  man  bdng  bmried  in  Gir- 
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nui  dnirch-yardy  as  a  man  cast  away  at  sea, 
nd  cast  out  there,  the  laird  of  Colzean, 
vhose  senrant  he  had  been,  dreaming  of 
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ikn  in  his  sleep,  and  that  he  had  a  particular 
nark  upon  his  body,  came  and  took  up  the 
Kxiy,  and  found  it  to  be  the  same  person, 
md  caused  all  that  lived  near  by,  come  and 
;cnich  the  corpse,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases : 
ill  round  the  place  came,  but  Auchindrane 
md  his  son,  whom  no  body  suspected,  till  a 
poung  child  of  his,  Mary  Muir,  seeing  the 
Mople  gathered,  came  in  among  them,  and 
vhen  she  came  near  the  dead  body,  it  sprang 
nit  in  bleeding;  upon  which    they  were 
ipprdiended,  and  put  to  the  torture.     In 
he  same  narration  from  which  I  take  this 
iccount,  there  follows  several  remarks  for 
indicating  Mr.  Mitchel,  as  to  his  refusal  to 
»wn  judicially  what  upon  a  promise  he  had 
brmerly  owned.     The  writer   urges,  that 
then  a  confession  or  promise,  is  made  upon 
i  condition,  and  that  condition  is  judicially 
eadnded,  made  null  and  void,  the  obliga- 
ion  of  the  promise  and  confession  Ls  taken 
iway,  and  both  parties  are  put  in  statu  quo. 
losh.  ii.  14,  17.     That  in  many  cases  it  is 
awful  to  conceal  and  obscure  a  necessary 
(uty,  and  divert  enemies  from  a  pursuit 
tpon  it  for  a  time.     1  Sam.  xvi.  1,  2.     1 
Sam.  XX.  5,  6.    Jer.  xxxviil  24,  26.     That 
rhen  an  open  enemy  perverts  and  overturns 
he  very  nature  and  matter  of  a  discourse 
Mr  confession,  by  leaving  out  the  most  ma- 
erial  truths,  and  putting  in  untruths,  and 
trcnmstances  in  their  room,  it  is  no  longer 
he  former  discourse  and  confession:  that 
rhen  a  person  is  brought  before  a  limited 
adicatory,  having  power  to  judge  and  deter- 
Dine  of  what  is  before  them,  and  yet  eo 
bnited,  as  they  cannot  fully  satisfy  the  ma- 
ioe  and  envy  of  some,  and  they  wrest,  ma- 
ign,add,  and  diminbh  from  what  hath  been 
aid  before  them,  m  order  to  make  up  mat- 
er of  sentence  before  another  judicatory  of 
;reater  power,  before  whom  nothing  was 
ver  confessed  or  proven,  the  person  may 
tistly  stand  to  his  defence,  and  put  his 
nemies  to  bring  proof  against  him.    I  do 
;ot  enter  at  all  upon  the  force  of  these 
defences  here,  nor  others  advanced  in  this 
•per,  but  only  set  them   down  as  what 
rere  advanced  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mitchel; 


which  is  my  province  in  this  his-    i^ija 
tory. 

Bfr.  Mitchel  continued  in  Edinburgh  toU 
booth,  till  January  1677,  when,  we  heard 
before,  he  was  sent  to  the  Bass,  where  he 
continued  till  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  the  end  of  October,  I  find  the  advocate 
is  ordered  by  the  council,  to  insist  criminally 
against  Mr.  James  Mitchel,  for  his  designed 
assassination  of  the  bishops  of  St,  Andrews 
and  Orkney.  And,  December  6th,  he  is 
brought  firom  the  Bass  to  Edinburgh  prison, 
to  receive  his  indictment.  And  January  3d, 
1678,  Sir  George  Lockhart,  and  Mr.  John 
Eliies,  are  allowed  and  commanded  to  plead 
for  Mr.  James  Mitchel  before  the  justiciary. 
This  is  all  about  him  in  the  council-books ; 
and  it  would  seem  his  process  and  execution, 
was  timed,  of  design,  just  before  the  High- 
land invasion,  to  season  people's  minds,  and 
fill  them  with  just  apprehensions  of  the  jus- 
tice of  this  time,  and  fright  them  into  a 
silent  submission  to  all  the  arbitrary  methods 
now  on  foot. 

Afler  the  people  who  had  been  concerned 
in  the  promise  of  his  life,  were  prepared  to 
elide  that  defence,  at  the  primate's  instig»« 
tion,  he  gets  an  indictment  given  him,  before 
the  justice  court,  where  Sir  Archibald  Prim- 
rose, lately  turned  out  of  the  register's  place 
to  make  way  for  a  friend  of  Lauderdale's, 
sat  as  justice-general.  His  indictment  is 
now  restricted  to  the  attempt  upon  the 
bishops,  and  his  alleged  accession  to  Pent- 
land  is  left  out,  which  was  in  his  former 
indictment,  1574.  In  all  other  points  the 
dittay  now  given  agrees  with  that  above,* 
and  so  needs  not  to  be  repeated.  Upon 
the  7th  of  January,  his  trial  began.  The 
justice-general  being  cited  as  a  witness,  was 
passed  fi-om.  Many  and  long  were  the 
reasonings  upon  the  points  libelled,  and  Sir 
George  Lockhart  said  very  much  in  the 
pannel's  defence.  The  defences,  replies, 
and  duplies,  are  inserted  in  a  note.f     The 


•  See  Note,  p.  249. 

f  JDefeneei,  rniiesy  and  duplies  in  Mr.  James 
Juitchets  process,  1678. 

Curia  justitiaria  S.  D.  N.  Regis  tenta  in  Pne- 
torio  burgi  de  Edinbui^h  septimo  die  meiisit 
Januarii,  1678,  per  honoral^Ues  viroe,  Domiuoe 
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his  canfeubn,  Febnurf  lOtb,  1674^ 
B  copj  of  which  fbllowa,*  Hie  debata 
nere  ao  long,  that  the  court  adjowRied  till 


Mr.  June*  Hitdiel,  priunar,  Indicted  ud 
HEiued  for  tha  ertmn  of  awwliiBtlMii  aod  In- 
Tsdlng  of  prlTV  cotuiHllan,  and  wounding  of 
■dlaitUn  meatlaDed  In  tba  d)tl».  Hi>  nu. 
Jtftr'i  adTDcata  dacUns  he  ftmm  frmn  my  Inrd 
JoitlcuciMnl,  M  wltn«n  In  tUi  euna.  Mr- 
John  E!i1u  adnMate,  u  pMenrMor  for  the  pitt- 
nd,  daclww,  tha;  imtain  my  Igrdjmtlua  gmwal 
to  ba  Jndg^  oMwlthMuidiag  «r  hta  bMnc  dtad 
M  ■  wltncM  both  bj  pomur  ud  dunidw. 
Hli  miJHtjr^  adToeata  ^odtwed  a  wamnt  trtaa 
fall  DuOcMJ*!  priTT  oonooD  liar  panalnc  Mr. 
Junaa  HltchaC  whcraaftfaa  tanor  foUowi.  Mr. 
J<din  ElliiprodacadHii 
EOandl,  empamrinf  S 
••      -  "    thap 

Mr.  Ji 
denla  ths  diltav  a 
■Uagsd  amitled  bjr      _ 

Coal,  tUegt*  that  ba  cannot  pan  to  the  koaw- 
ja  of  an  aialH ;  and  the  coneliukui,  that  the 
pannel  hai  oommltted  murder,  omnot  be  injer- 
red  riom  tha  aubaumptlan  of  tha  libel,  bacaiua 
by  tha  lain  of  Ihli  kingdom,  the  eiirll  lawi,  and 
tha  oommon  opinion  at  doelon,  and  law,  and 
general  coitom  of  all  naticma,  '*nudiu  conatuiet 
affeetiu  alne  effeelu,"  even  In  the  moat  atrocioui 
caimea,  except  traaaoii.  parricide,  and  other  atro- 
ciouacrliaMricfpled,  ia  not  punlahabia  by  death. 
And  It  irera  ngalngt  all  rason,  leeing  puniah- 
menti  ought  to  be  proportJonal  to  the  crlmn. 
that  a  naked  aodalmpledeilgn  of  murder  ahauld 
be  punished  ai  murder  thai  had  taken  effect : 
"etiDcrltaiiiibugpttvlorlbui,''v1i.  "adulterium, 
furlum.  aodomla,'  the  naked  deaign  tl  not  pun- 
iahed  "  poena  ordlnarin,"  aren  bj  tha  cItU  law ; 
and  though  Lax  Cornelia,  h^  an 


owl.  Mr.  Jamaa  MItchel  wmal, 
tayand  any  prMemtad  conKaalan, 
td  by  him.     Hr.  John  Ellli  for  the 


o  smbaljk- 
ipecial  law  ofour 


•carch,  doea  declare, 
verit,"  yet  It  Ii  but  a  sialutoi 
tobythelawofnatlonii.and  i 
natloD.lnao&rai  murder  in  our  law,  being  de- 
Hned  to  be,  and  baa  only  place  In  '■  interfeetU  per 
feloniam.'  and  thoae  Who  wen  killed  upon  fore- 
thought felony,  edo,  Iniofaraaihellbelean- 
clodea  him  guilty  of  aaaaaai  nation,  the  vma  is  no 
wayi  relerant,  ti  being  both  a  tann  and  a  crime 

*  3tr.  Jamei  MilduTt  canftulm,  Prbnan  10, 

In  preaence  of  the  lord  chanoallor,  lord  rrfis- 
trr,  lord  advocate,  and  treiaurer-depute,  Mr. 
Jamci  MItchel  prisoner,  being  called,  did  freely 

the  blibop  uf  St.  AndrewB,  when  the  biahop  of 
Orkney  was  hurt  thereby,  In  the  year  l(i6S :  and 
deponu  upon  oath,  that  no  living  rreaiura  did 
perauwte  him  to  it,  or  wa*  upon  Uie  knowledge 


[book  n. 

Jaouar;  Otfa,  when  ibej  come  to  their  iater- 
locutor.  "They  find  the  ntide  of  the  dht^, 
fbunded  upon  4th  ut,  ISth  part.  Jamei 
VL  bearing  the  pwmd'a  innding,  by  Aoot- 


onknawn  In  ovr  law  i  and  by  tha  lawa  and  acti  tf 
parllanaot  sfthla  patioB,  tba  aufajecta  of  ScadiDd 
an  la  ha  gareniad  In  tha  lawa  of  Seotlaod,  and 
tbauh  tha  oima  ofawaadnatlin  wars  a  paiat 
of  dlttay  by  our  law,  aa  it  ii  not,  *«t  it  ia  nat, 
nor  eanoet  ba  pretMidrd  that  he  wu  hind  fo 
that«fle>n,iM)tt«rialtlibaUed.  atlo.lBa*te 
aatbe  ilbd  indadeatbe  pain  ofdaMfa,  tartbt 
mnllhtlonof  tba  btabop  or  Orkney,  let,  Itk 
aoawacad,  that  the  aana  la  no  waya  nlenm 
and  the  aaid  omettuiaa  am  no  waya  be  lofimd 
from  tha  aabaomptioa,  becatue  the  act  of  par- 
llamant  dae*  only  dadara  dlroMubratlen  la  It 
poDlAed  aa  rianghtcr.  Sdly,  Tha  aaid  act  d^ 
olana  dtaiuembntlaD  ODly  to  bt  puniabad  m 
ahoglitar,  whan  It  praeeedi  tmm  forathowht 
Many.  Sdly,  Tba  aaid  act  reftdrci  analW 
^ualincatioa,  via.  that  it  b«  purauad  by  the  party, 
iMBe  of  which  aa  ba  anbaancd  opoa  Id  tUa 


, a^bat 

only  had  a  wound  In  the  hand:  ao4  tha  llhd 
daat  eapraaaly  bear,  that  tha  Ualiop  at  Orkaty 
got  the  ihot  in  the  hand  acddeutaUy,  vAan  tha 
diKharfa  waa  agatnal  the  Mabop  of  St.  Andrew^ 
and  ao  waa  not  upou  forethought  fefeny,  m  It 
him.  And,  laitly,  the  bUhop'a  oearcat  of  kin  da 
Dot  concur,  nor  are  punum,  which  ia  a  apedtl 
requiaitlon  by  thaaet  nrparlianwDt:  likna  tba 
aaid  act  ia  abaolute,  and  In  no  reglater  can  it  ba 
made  appear,  that  any  paraon  waa  c^laliy 
punlihed  for  dinnamhntlon,  but,  upon  the  con- 
trary, many  accuied  and  nindemned  by  arUttacy 
ponuhmenta,  ao  that  the  libel  is  no  ways  ide- 
rant,  aa  to  that  article,  for  the  reasona  foreadd, 
especially  aeaing  dlamemhratiOQ  ia  not  hare  ao 
muth  aa  libelled  or  pretended.  And  whvcat  It 
is  Insinuate,  that  tba  bishop  did  languish  and  die 
of  the  aaid  wound  ;  it  is  answered,  tl>at  the  Ubd 

al  or  mortal ;  and  It  la  offerad  ts  ba  por^ 
;  the  bishop  lived  acvrral  yeera  therafter, 
go  about  hla  ordinary  funFtion.  aa  a  biilwBt 
by  preaching,  which  la  a  aoffctent  ground  of 
raculpation  and  defence.  Uo,  In  ao  faraa  the 
libel  is  founded  upon  Dn  act  of  parliamoitaimit 
tha  Invading  of  oounaellora ;  it  la  aniwirad,  that 
this  preaeotcaae  doe*  not  fall  under  the  capacity 
of  the  act  of  parliament,  btcauaa  it  it  nvl  libHML 
the  cauie  of  tha  said  pretended  lOTadon  of 
liohop,  waa  upon  the  aeooont  be  wh  Id  tba 
proaecution  of  hU  majesty'a  aarTice,  hut,  upon 
contrary,   it  may   r ' —   •- 

have  dona  It.      ito,  As  t  . 

'ministers,  they  import  no  capital  punish- 
but  only  confiscation  armeraablaa.  and  aa 
ich  the  said  af  '  " 

.  1670,  It  is  poi 

w  faraa  the  Ubel  e>       . 

tssion,  in  BO  far  aa  tha  aaid  confeuioD  may 
ie  use  of,  aa  a  tole  or  conjunct  prohatlMi ; 
the  pannel  does  object  against  the  aame  ouin  the 
grounds  ai.d  reasons  foliowing.  lat.  If  any 
,  auch  contpsaioii  was  emitted  by  the  panneL 
VwVWkL^w  ^laa  iAhAiiMli  tiairA  In  the    ktH 


pear  atrange  to  any 
et  quo  boim^'  ha  cauld 
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ing,  and  firing  a  justol  at  his  grace  the  arch- 
bishop of  St.  Andrews,  and  privy  counsellor, 
for  douig  his  majesty's  service,  relevantly 
libelled,  his  majesty's  advocate  proving  the 


own  prafloee,  no  ways  acknowledflngthe  same, 
no  respect  can  be  had  thereto,  and  it  la  not  pro- 
batory, becaoae  the  same  is  extrajudicial,  in 
regard  it  is  not  made  in  presence  ot  the  assize, 
who  are  Jadgea  in  the  probation,  which  ia  ex- 
nressly  contrary  to  the  act,  1 1th  pari.  Iciog  Jamea 
Vl.  which  reooirea  the  haill  prol>ation  to  l>e  laid 
in  presence  or  the  assize  and  party ;  which  act 
oi  parliament  was  not  only  made  for  security  of 
pnnnels,  as  to  a  just  and  l^al  procedure  against 
them,  but  also  aa  to  assizers,  to  whom  the  trust  of 
the  life  of  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  is  com- 
mitted, and  who  as  to  the  point  of  prolwtion, 
might  not  proceed  upon  fame  and  report,  but 
upon  a  clear  probation  before  them ;  for  if  that 
irere  not,  the  anize  would  be  altogether  deprived 
to  know  how  the  confession  was  emitted,  if 
•pontaneonaly,  or"exconstantia,veltrepidatlone,** 
or  "spe  venis :"  and  the  most  that  ever  was  sus- 
tained in  this  court  was,  that  the  assize  did  find 
n  party  guilty  upon  a  confession  emitted  before 
n  quorum  of  the  justices  in  a  fenced  court. 
Although  the  said  pretended  confession  should 
be  sustained  probauve,  aa  for  the  reasons  above 
exprest,  the  pannel,  with  all  submission  to  your 
lordships*  justice,  humbly  conceives,  it  cannot ; 
yet  if  any  such  confession  was,  it  is  null,  because 
It  was  elicite  **  spe  veni«  et  immunitatis,**  and,  for 
proving  thereoi,  the  pannel  does  repeat  his  ex- 
culpation, which  he  conceives,  is  relevant  in  law, 
and  craves  the  witnesBes  therein  to  be  examined 
ap«m  the  contents  therein.    Sdly,  The  said  con- 
fosion,  being  emitted  "extra  judicium  et  spe 
renis,"  aa  said  is,  "  est  in  se  nulla,"  and  cannot  be 
confirmed  nor  validate  by  the  testimony  of  any 
witness  whataomever.    And  to  evidence  that  the 
pannel's  life  was  never  intended  to  be  taken  upon 
the  said  pretended  confession,  the  same,  if  any 
was,  is  opponed,  by  whic^  it  evidently  appears 
that  he  was  examined  upon  oath,  as  to  the  most 
material  part  of  the  crime,  viz.  his  complices, 
which  makes  it  more  than  evident,  that  it,  being 
'*  in  materia  criminali  et  capitali,"  in  which  oaths 
cannot  be  taken  by  law,  renders  the  confession 
null  and  invalid,  at  least  makea  it  evident,  that 
the  libel  haa  been  restricted  *'  ad  civiles  efFectus.** 
Bfy  lord  advocate  insists,  in  the  first  place, 
«pon  the  act  16th  pari.  James  V I.  by  which, "  nu- 
doa  conatus,**  attempting  and  invading,  tiiough 
nothing  followed,  is  found  relevant  to  infer  toe 
nain  of  death ;  but  so  it  is,  that  the  said  Mr. 
James  Mitchel  did  attempt  the  killing  of  the 
Wahop  of  St.  Andrews  a  privy  counsellor,  which 
attempt  **deven{t  ad  actum  proximum,*'  the  said 
Mr.  Jamea  having  done  all  that  was  in  his  power; 
and  as  to  the  quality  adjected  in  the  act  insinuat- 
ing the  defence,  that  it  must  be  proven  that  It 
was  for  doing  of  his  mi\jesty*s  service,  it  is  re- 
plied, that  this  quality  is  inferred,  and  can,  nor 
requires  to  be  no  otherwise  proven  than  by  a 
presumed  inference;  for  the  design  of  the  at- 
tempter  being  an  act  of  the  mind  and  secret  of 
the  heart,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  proven,  but 
simply  by  the  attempting  a  secret  counsellor,  or 
any  of  his  majesty's  officers,  againat  whom  the 
pannel  could  have  no  quarrel,  but  for  doing  of 
hit  duty,  and  therefoire  the  law  still  ooodudes 
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presumption  in  hts  reply,  that  the    i^^q 
pannel    said,    he    did    make    the 
said  invasion,  because  of  the  archbishop 
hts  persecuting   those  that  were  in   the 


the  same,  except  the  pannel  will  oflier  to  con- 
descend upon  another  relevant  reason,  viz.  any 
private  fend ;  for  if  it  were  otherwise,  the  act 
would  be  absolutely  useless,  since  any  person 
might  attempt  or  kill  a  privy  counsellor.  It  being 
impossible  to  prove  what  was  the  design,  and 
this  act  was  designed  merely  to  make  all  attempts 
against  privy  counsellors  punishable  by  death, 
for  othenvise  it  would  be  no  fence  nor  protection 
to  privy  counsellors,  if  it  were  only  granted  to 
than  under  a  quality,  which  were  impossible  to 
be  proven ;  nor  can  this  seem  hard,  since  the 
subjects  have  only  themselves  to  blame,  who 
attempt  against  the  lives  of  privy  counsellors ; 
and  it  were  very  ridiculous  to  think,  that  if  the 
brother  of  a  pannel  should  attempt  to  kill  the 
judge  or  klng^s  advocate,  immediately  after  a 
process,  that  it  were  necessary  to  prove  the  d»> 
sign,  otherwise  than  by  that  natural  contingency, 
which  obviously  arises  from  the  qualities  and 
circumstances  of  the  perpetration ;  but  in  this 
case,  as  Mr.  Mitchel  is  a  person  who  can  con- 
descend upon  no  private  offence  betwixt  the  said 
archbishop  and  him,  they  being  absolute  stran- 
gers to  one  another,  so  beside  the  presumption  of 
the  law  above  specified,  it  is  offSered  in  fortifica- 
tion of  the  act,  that  the  said  Mr.  James  owns 
himself  to  be  of  a  profesiuon   who  hates  and 
execrates  that  hierarchy,  and  of  which  sect  the 
unhallowed  penman  of  a  pamphlet,  declares  it 
lawful  to  kill  those  of  that  character.    2dly,  It 
is  notour  and  offered  to  be  proven,  that  Mr. 
James  himself  defended,  that  it  wss  lawful  to 
kill  such,  and  endeavoured  by  wrested  places  of 
scripture,  to  defend  himself,  and  gain  proselytes 
thereby,  and  if  need  be  (as  there  is  none)  it  is 
specifically  and  distinctly  offered  to  be  proven, 
that  he  acknowledged,  that  the  reason  why  he 
shot  at  the  archbishop  was,  because  he  thought 
him  a  persecutor  of  the  nefarious  and  execnwle 
rebels  who  appeared  on  Pentland-hills ;  nor  can 
designs  and  acts  of  the  mind  be  otherwise  proven 
than  by  such  emitted  declarations,  arguings  and 
acknowledgments :  likeas  in  the  whole  course  of 
our  law,  the  invading  or  attempting  of  any  of 
the  sacred  function,  to  still  declared  equivalent 
to  killing ;  and  though  the  last  act  be  posterior, 
yet  it  is  sufficient  to  demonstrate  and  dear. 

2do,  By  the  common  law,  "conatus**  and  en- 
deavour is,  **  in  criminibus  atrocissimis,**  pnniah- 
able  by  death,  '*  ubi  reus  devenit  ad  actum  prox- 
imum,'*  and  *<  omne  quod  in  se  erat  fecit,**  wtiich 
is  in  itself  most  reasonable,  since  the  atrocity  of 
the  crime  should  put  the  same  even  beyond  an  at- 
tempt, and  there  can  be  nothing  more  just,  than 
that  the  extraordinariness  of  a  mme  should  have 
an  extraordinary  allowance,  and  guilt  attempted 
in  atrocious  Crimea,  such  as  sacrilc^ous  assassina- 
tions, is,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  as  great  and 
greater  than  the  stealth  of  an  horse  or  cow, 
especially  where  security  from  the  effect  pro- 
ceeded from  no  innooency  in  the  committer,  who 
did  all  he  could,  but  from  the  special  providence 
of  God  disappointing  the  effect  of  a  cause  he  so 
much  hated  :  and  Carpsovius  requires  only  three 

aualifications  to  make  endeavour  punishable  by 
eath.     lmo>  '*  Qnod  derentum  erit  ad  actwn 
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rebdlion  at  Pentland,  or  worda  to 

that  puqxMie,  relevant  to  infer  the 
pain  contained  in  the  foresaid  act  of  par- 
liament ;  and  remit  the  same  to  the  know- 


morti prazimum."  8do»  "Qnod  non  iteterlt  per 
■■UMimtinnrm,  quin  eomammareturdelictttm.'* 
Stio,  <*  Quod  orctdendus  fortalto  cmu  teutum 
eTMerit;"  all  which  concur  but  too  well  here :  and 
that  **  in  omiiibua  criminibua  atrocissimia  ooii»- 
tus"  ia  puiiiahaUe,  I*  clear  from  Gothofredc, 
Tit.  de  conatu,  from  Covaruviua  in  ClemeDtina 
8i  furioaua.  Num.  6.  and  particulariv  in  the 
crime  of  aswaaainatlon/'totidem  Terbla,  by  Mat- 
thsus  de  airArUa,  Num.  8.  ''aaiaaainua  tamen 
nihil  prodeaM  debet,  aoluaque  oonatua  capite 
paniendua  :**  a  great  inaUuioe  whereof  ia  given 
in  a  deciaion  by  Gothofrede  in  the  aynoid  of 
SaToy,  where  death  waa  Inflicted  upon  a  per- 
aon  who  but  atruck  with  a  baton.  And  wherraa 
it  ia  pretended,  that  aesaaeination  la  no  crime  in 
our  law,  and  that  it  ia  only  inferred  where  the 
deaign  ojf  the  murdering  procecda  from  the  com- 
mitter'a  taking  money :  it  ia  anai/rered,  that  this 
part  of  the  defence  ia  moat  groundleaa,  and  our 
nation  would  be  more  bar&roua  than  thoae  of 
Lapland,  or  the  Tartars,  if  the  Wing  in  wait 
with  a  couatant  deaign  to  kill  clanaeatinely,  and 
"  per  inaidiaa,'*  any  person  who  had  never  emend- 
ed ua,  ahould  not  be  raised  to  a  higher  degree  of 
detestation  than  ordinary  murder ;  for  the  law 
does  not  always  punish  a  mere  endeavour,  when 
designed  ag^nat  auch  aa  have  offended  us,  when 
nature  pU«da  some  excuse  from  the  greatneas 
of  the  pasakm  and  resentment,  or  where  the 
party  kiUed  gave  some  occasion  by  doing  the 
wrong,  or  when  the  auddenness  of  the  design 
allowed  no  time  to  consider  or  repent;  yet 
when  a  perMm  after  mature  deliberation  ripens 
his  own  villany,  and  rrsistn  the  motion  of  rea- 
son and  inspirations  of  God  Almighty,  by  lying 
in  wait  to  kill  a  person  who  never  otiended,  the 
law  thinks  the  commonwealth  raiiiiot  be  secured 
as  lung  an  such  a  viper  in  alive,  who  wants 
nothing  but  opportunity  to  kill  mankind  one  by 
one ;  and  the  siieciality  of  taking  money  is  only 
demonstrative,  not  restrirtive,  since  the  guilt  in 
(in  these  and  such  like  casen)  greater  and  more 
dangerous  than  that  of  taking  money,  for  he 
who  taketh  money  will  not  kill  but  in  darkness, 
and  where  he  may  escape ;  but  the  sun,  and  the 
cross,  and  the  confluence  of  all  the  world  cannot 
secure  against  murderers,  where  the  party 
imagines  that  the  crime  deserves  heaven,  or  at 
least  where  he  thinks  that  those  of  his  persua- 
sion will  rise  in  a  tumult  upon  the  streets  for 
his  defence ;  likeas,  since  the  law  has  inferred 
death  *<ob  conatum/'  in  crimes  of  "raptuK," 
robbery,  kc  much  more  should  it  infer  death 
in  this  unparalleled  and  execrable  crime. 

Ah  to  what  is  alleged  against  the  acts  of  in- 
vading ministers,  it  ui  answered,  that  the  first 
act  appoinu  that  it  shall  be  nunished  with  all 
rigour,  and  the  seventh  act  Charles  I.  and  the 
last  act  issufiicient,  though  posterior  to  the  crime, 
to  declare  what  was  the  meaning  of  that  general 
of"  punished  with  all  rigour;**  and  since  our  law 
makes  the  attempting  of  such  us  are  doing  his 
migesty*s  service,  capital,  that  general  ought  to 
be  extended  to  death,  since  lesswr  crimes  and 
other  Crimea  are  for  the  same  ^casuui^  which,  are 
MppUcMbh  to  thl§,  pimiabable  by  <\eailh,  hot 
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ledge  of  an  assize.  likewise  they  find 
that  part  of  the  dittay,  anent  the  invadmg 
of  bishops  or  ministers^  relevant  to  infer 
an  arbitraiy  pumshmenty  and  remit  it  to 


there  W  any  hazard  in  thia»  ainoa  there  ia  a  lav 
for  the  future,  and  no  man  ahall  ever  die  far  si 
great  a  crime  in  our  nation. 

Whereas  it  is  allq^,  that  the  pannel  did  only 
confess  upon  hopeaof  life.  It  ia  replied,  that, 
Imo,  llie  promise  of  life  from  a  judge,  who 
could  not  grant  the  same,  cannot  detent  especi- 
ally where  no  threatening  preceded,  and  when 
it  IS  clear,  that  what  was  coufeaaed  waa  founded 
upon  other  prcaumptlona  ^*tt  ind Ida.  '*  Nor  is  tbii 
relevant,  except  the  pannel  could  offer  to  ^nn, 
1st,  llireatening,  to  the  fear  whereof  he  yidded. 
Sdly,  That  be  expresaly  paetioncd  that  his  eoo- 
fession  should  not  operate  againat  him,  which  is 
very  clear  from  lloaaius.  Tit.  de  oonfeasis  pir 
torturum.  Num.  IS.  wliere  he  atatea  the  cast^ 
and  concludes  that  a  spontaneous  camfrasiiMB, 
though  life  were  promisMl,  doea  not  defend,  and 
is  the  guilt  less,  or  the  truth  less,  that  ajudge  pro- 
mise ?  And  if  this  were  sufficient  for  every  judge 
to  make  himself  king,  and  grant  remiaaions  at  his 
pleasure,  and  though  this  may  wrigh  with  the 
judge  who  promised,  yet  the  law  considers  the 
party  confessing  still  guilty,  and  ao  doea  never 
secure  him ;  "  et  ||uod  |ioteatcondemnarr  teoent, 
Cimus  Cod.  de  iw  ^ui  ad  eccleniam  effugiunt. 
Alciad.  lege  de  verburum  significatioiie  ^  and 
Clams  himself  says,  **  ego  suspicur  opjiiionrm 
Ceni  esslmagisamununem ;"  but  giving  his  own 
opinion  rather  as  a  private  man  uan  a  law)'er, 
he  says,  "  ego  tamen  non  coiidemnarem  ad  mor- 
tem nisi  alTis  iudiciis  fuerit  gravatua,  ergo  reu* 
indiciis  gravatus  et  morte  plectendua,"  whii'b 
ia  most  just  and  reasonable,  for  though  the 
law  be  jealous,  where  a  mere  ailly  iunucent 
confesseth  to  a  judge  who  may  terrify  him, 
or  having  interest  in  causing  him  coiife»s  ami 
lay  the  blame  ofl"  his  friends;  yet  where  the 
pannel's  own  confeittion  proceeded  from  a  per- 
son suspected  liy  all  tlie  world,  by  a  per»un 
who  publicly  in  all  places  idnce  has  owned 
the  deed,  who  fled  upon  that  acc«iunt,  who  was 
taken  with  unlawful  weapons,  unfit  for  his 
profession,  and  the  specific  weapons  which  cuni- 
mittt'd  the  attempt,  who  condescended  upon  all 
the  circumstances,  and  declared  that  he  gloried 
in  being  a  martyr  upon  that  account,  in  beini: 
seen  running  awav  immediatelv  upon  doing  the 
deed,  with  a  pistol  In  his  hand,  in  being  found 
out  in  a  thousand  lies  and  prevarications  when 
he  was  examined,  in  having  renewed  his  con- 
fession publicly,  it  were  but  to  acorn  the  Uw, 
and  massacre  mankind,  to  think  that  a  confes- 
sion so  adminiculate,  should  not  bind  the  con- 
fessor, who  can  allege  nothing  of  any  threaten- 
ing used  against  him  by  the  judge  to  whom  he 
confessed,  and  lawyers  do  In  that  case  coiisiJrr 
the  quality  of  the  judge,  as  severe,  unjust,  or 
partial ;  but  the  coufesuon  is  alleged  to  be  made 
here  upon  promise  given  by  my  lord  chaii4*ellur, 
whone  benign  gentle  temper  frees  him  from  all 
suspicion :  and  as  the  proponing  of  thia  exculpa- 
tion acknowledges  the  deed  to  be  committed  by 
Mr.  James  Mitchel,  against  which  the  protein 
tatiun  denying  the  UImI  cannot  be  sustaini^l, 
being  "contraria  facto,**  as  b  evident  t<i  any 
\Ta\uAviX  maA\  lasA  ^hit  pannel  cannot  either 
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the  knowledge  of  an  aRsise.  And  siklike,  that 
article  anent  the  wounding  and  mutilating 
the  bishop  of  Orkney,  and  remit  it  to  an  assize. 
And  also  having  considered  that  part  of  the 


pretend  aiibit  nor  any  other  |>retenoe  of  error  for 
excusing  hia  retraction,  ao  hit  mi^ty**  advocate 
oppones  hit  confession,  bearing  no  qualification : 
and  though  he  it  very  secure,  that  the  exculpa- 
tion cannot  be  proven,  yet  since  it  is  notourly 
Imown,  that  he  is  the  committer,  and  that  this 
may  be  a  preparative  to  other  pannels,  against 
^rhom  no  probation  ordinarilv  is  had,  but  con- 
fessions evicted  by  indges  with  fair  and  gentle 
Jiromises,  he  '^mordicus^  adheres  to  the  relevancy; 
or  as  Bossius  says,  **  etsi  judex  dixerit,  nihil 
nMli  eveniet  tibi,  vel  etiam  promittat  ut  libera- 
bitor,  magis  tamen  communis  est  opinio  con- 
fnatonem  valere,  quia  judex  etiam  ita  poterat 
fingere  ad  veritatem  eruendam  :**  and  as  this  is 
most  advantageous  for  the  commonwealth  and 
mankind,  so  there  can  be  no  hazard  to  a  private 
wuiiid,  since,  if  he  can  but  instruct  his  own 
innocence,  or  the  reason  of  his  error,  by  ailing 
that  he  was  alibi,  or  that  there  were  severe 
threatenings  of  torture  used,  the  same  will  still 
be  idlowed  to  qualify  his  confession ;  but  the 

Eneral  presumption  lies,  that  a  judge  will  not 
mn  his  own  soul,  stain  his  function,  ruin  his 
fame,  expose  himself  to  the  terrors  of  God 
Almighty,  by  alluring  a  confession  from  a  poor 
innocent. 

As  to  what  was  objected  against  the  confession, 
•a  extn^udicial,  and  before  an  incompetent 
Jndge,  it  Is  replied,  that  confessions  are  of  all 
probations  the  most  infallible,  seeing  witnesses 
may,  but  it  cannot  be  presumed  a  man  will 
wrong  himself,  and  the  rise  of  that  maxim,  that 
extnjndicial  confessions  are  not  relevant,  was 
only  to  exclude  probation  upon  confessions  emit- 
ted where  there  was  no  judge,  nor  no  design  of 
inquiry ;  but  the  confessor  being  loose  and  in- 
considerate, and  upon  no  guard,  and  under  no 
reason  of  advertance,  did  at  random  own  a  deed 
of  which  he  was  most  innocent,  either  for  osten- 
tation, or  to  please  the  company,  or  in  raillerv ; 
but  to  say  that  a  man  should  not  be  judged  by 
what  he  deliberately  confesses,  where  ne  knows 
the  design  is  to  inquire  into  the  crime,  and  that 
the  event  must  be  a  criminal  trial,  is  without 
all  foundation  of  probability  or  reason,  nor  can 
Judges  or  assizers  be  so  much  convinced  by  what 
witnesses  can  say,  who  may  have  malice,  or  be 
bribed,  or  mistaken,  as  what  proceeds  from  a 
man*sown  breast  deliberately,  and  in  cold  blood, 
which  in  effect  is  oftentimes  the  inspiration  and 
influence  of  the  Almighty  God,  who,  to  show 
Ills  love  to  justice,  and  kindness  to  mankind, 
draws  even  fhmi  the  greatest  of  malefactors  the  , 
dearest  confessions ;  and  since  men  do  not  use  to 
bring  witness  when  they  commit  crimes,  nor! 
can  the  nature  of  the  thing  allow  probation  by 
writ,  to  cut  off  confession  in  these  cases,  were  to  ] 
make  crimes  for  ever  pass  unpunished,  and  to' 
make  law,  which  Is  founded  upon  principles  of. 
reason,  and  the  good  of  the  commonwealth,  i 
evanish  in  mere  terms  of  art,  and  hard  words, ' 
contrary  to  the  desifi^  of  law,  and  the  solid 
principles  of  sincere  policy. 

That  this  confession  is  then  judicial,  b  dear, 
bdng  talcen  by  the  authority  of  the  privy  conn- 
eU^  uia  sopreme  Judicatory  of  tlie  nation,  and 
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debate,  anent  the  panners  confea*    iqjq 
sion,  made  and  emitted  before  a  com- 


mittee appointed  by  authority  of  the  council 
to  receive   it,  and  thereafter  adhered  to, 


where  the  design  was  to  exphcate  the  truth,  and 
the  pannel  luiew  that  he  was  upon  a  trial  for  liia 
life ;  nor  can  the  incompetency  of  that  judica- 
tory be  liere  alleged,  since  as  the  sesdon  \a  a 
judicatory  merely  civil,  and  the  justice-court 
merely  criminal,  so  the  council  is  a  judicatory 
above  both,  compreliending  the  power  of  both, 
and  being  so  far  competent  in  the  cognition  of 
crimes,  that  thev  talie  precocnitions  in  criminal 
causes,  they  modify  and  qualify  the  sentences  of 
the  criminal  court,  they  determine  Intricate 
cases  remitted  to  them  by  the  justices  in  point 
of  law,  and  the  king  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
criminal  court  being  there,  it  were  absurd  to 
think,  that  a  confession  emitted  before  them 
should  not  prove ;  and  if  in  a  precognition  a 
party  should  confess,  and  so  the  trial  there  cease, 
what  could  be  more  absurd  than  to  think  that 
this  confession  should  not  bind  ?  especially  seeing 
confessions  emitted  before  the  lords  of  sesdon.  In 
eases  of  improbatlon  and  decreets  following  there- 
upon, are  a  sole,  a  final  and  plenary  probation  be- 
fore the  justice  court:  likeas,  that  principle  In  law, 
that  confession  ("coram  jndlce  in  competente**) 
does  not  hold,  is  where  "judex"  is  **  inoompetens 
tam  ad  inquldtkmem  quam  ad  aocusationem,** 
as  is  "forum  p«Rnitentl»,*^  as  kirk-soMlons,  or  **  fo- 
rum mere  civile,**  neither  of  which  can  be ndd  in 
this  case,  where  the  judge  before  whom  the  confes- 
sion is  emitted,  is  the  ordinary  judge  of  the  Inqui- 
sition and  trisJ  in  criminal  cases,  "et  iudex  non 
solum  jurisdictionis  proregalis,**  but  a  judge  who 
oriffindly  and  c«nerally  examines  aU  the  pannels 
of  Scotland.  My  lord  advocate  adds,  that  to  to  con- 
fession was  made  in  presence  of  the  lords  of  his 
majesty*s  council  ano  the  king's  commissioner, 
in  whom  all  the  judicatories  of  the  kingdom 
eminently  reside,  and  might  have  sent  the  pan- 
nd  to  the  scaffold  without  an  asdze,  seeing  ("  In 
oonfitentem  nuUasunt  uartesjudlds.  )**  Whatever 
favour  may  be  dlowed  to  retraction  of  confes- 
sions "  factasex  incontinente,  ubi  potest  docere  de 
erroie.**  Yet  what  reason  can  there  be  where  a 
pannel  denies  without  proofs  of  his  Innocency ; 
and  therefore  Bosdas  Tit.  de  oonfesslone,  Num. 
64.  concludes,  **  est  etiam  neoessarium  allegare 
errorem,  csterum  si  simplidter  revocaret,  oon- 
fpssus  non  est  audlendus,*  and  Num.  70,  he  adds, 
"  quia  fateor  quod  qnto  non  auditur  dmplidter, 
dicendo  post  confessionem,  non  est  verum  quod 
confessus  fal,  tamen  d  per  testes  constare  potest 
de  innocentia,  maid*  attenditur  Veritas  quam 
confesdo.**  And  since  minors  in  law  are  obliged 
"  docere  de  errore,**  when  they  revolce,  it  were 
absurd  to  think  that  the  law  was  so  ridiculous, 
as  that  a  man  confessing  before  a  grave  judicatory 
should  have  liberty  to  retract  without  showing 
any  reason  of  his  retraction,  and  the  guilt  rather 
proves,  "  per  inficiatlonem,**  and  by,  that  Impu- 
dent He,  then  is  lessened  by  the  retraction.  In 
the  case  likewise,  where  debates  are  concerning 
the  validity  of  a  confession,  lawyers  condder  whe- 
ther, what  was  confessed,  was  or  can  be  admini- 
culate by  other  collateral  probation,  "argumenta 
et  indicia,**  and  whether  the  probation  be  "  veri- 
simllla,*'  whereas  tlito  confession  is  adminictilate 
hcr^  by  many  other  drcumatanom^aarihia^gt- 
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and  renewed  in  the  presence  of  his 
majesty's  high  commissioner^  and 
lords  of  privy  council,  convened  in  council, 
find  it  b  judicial,  and  cannot  be  retracted. 


•OD8  who  saw  him  ooxne  away,  by  his  owning  of 
the  principle,  ainoe  by  hit  flying,  &c  aothat  here 
neither  can  he  instruct  whv  he  retracts,  and  the 
thing  confeaeed  is  adminiculate,  **  et  circumstan- 
tiia,  et  indiciis.*' 

As  to  the  ol^ections  founded  upon  the  act  of 
parliament,  that  all  probation  must  be  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  assiie :  it  U  replied,  that  the  whole 
form  of  that  act  is  grossly  mistaken,  for  the 
design  of  that  act  was  to  correct  a  barbarous 
custom  whereby  the  pursuers  were  allowea  to 
solicit,  and  to  produce  to  them,  silc  writ  and 
witness,  as  they  pleased,  for  probation  of  the 
crime,  to  preclude  the  pannel  of  what  he  could 
say  against  the  same,  since  false  papers  might  be 
thrown  in  as  confessions  and  proofs ;  but  that 
cannot  reach  the  case  where  a  confession  is  pro- 
duced before  a  pannel,  and  his  procurators  and 
they  being  to  ol^ect  against  the  same :  nor  can  it 
be  urged  by  this  act,  that  no  paper  can  be  rele- 
vant, but  what  is  owned  by  the  pannel  in  presence 
of  the  assize ;  for  we  daily  see,  that  letters  pro- 
duced under  the  pannd's  hand,  though  he  should 
deny  his  subscription,  will  be  sustained,  and  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  prove  by  witnesses,  that  he 
did  snbscribR,  or  by  comparison  of  letters,  that 
he  did  subscribe.  Lilceas  this  act  of  parliament 
does  not  exclude,  that  confessions  before  the 
lords,  in  matters  of  falsehood  and  decreets  follow- 
ing thereupon,  may  not  be  probative  before  the 
justice.  Likeas,  confessions  taken  before  the 
justice,  though  no  assize  be  present,  do,  without 
all  controversy  and  debate,  prove  tlie  crime,  and 
yet,  neither  can  the  justices  condemn  without  an 
assize  :  nor  does  that  art  of  parliament  militate 
more  against  that  caHC,  than  against  this.  And 
in  that  case  of  Finlay  M'Nab,  a  confession  taken 
in  the  tolbooth,  without  a  fenced  court,  and  before 
one  judge,  was  found  sufficient  to  infer  the  pain 
of  death,  both  by  the  council  and  justices.  And 
it  is  admired,  how  it  can  be  thought,  that  pre- 
sumption can  be  sustained,  as  the  foundation  of 
a  criminal  sentence  as  we  see  daily,  and  that 
witnesses  which  in  effect  are  but  presumptive, 
and  yet  a  man's  own  confession  emitted  seriously, 
and  in  cold  blood,  shall  not  be  sufficient.  And 
as  there  could  be  nothing  more  dangerous  to  the 
commonwealth,  than  that  crimes  should  be  thus 
rendered  unsearchable,  so  what  hazard  can  there 
be  to  the  people,  on  the  other  hand,  or  the  pannel, 
when  thev  are  made  their  own  judges?  And  to 
takeoff  all  possibility  of  danger,  it  shall  be  allowed 
to  them  to  prove  error,  force,  innocence,  or  mis- 
take ;  and  this  probation  has  been  in  all  ages  and 
nations  sustained  as  uncontroverted,  as  David  or- 
dained the  person  who  said  he  had  killed  Saul, 
immediately  to  be  execute  without  farther  fn- 
quiry,  giving  as  the  undoubted  reason  that  he  had 
condemned  himself  out  of  his  own  mouth,  and 
which  is  registrate  in  scripture,  to  secure  the 
image  of  God  against  those  who  would  deface  it, 
and  that  such  confessions  should  be  sustained  in 
any  case  much  more  in  this,  when  the  nature  of 
the  crime  is  atrocious,  and  the  manner  of  the 
discovery  extraordinary  difficult,  and  if  either 
atrocity  or  difficulty  prevailed  with  lawyers  to  re- 
mlt  aomewbAt  ofitM  ordinary  ngour  \u  exacl\u% 
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And  also  having  considered  the  ddiate  and 
defence  i^gainst  the  said  confessiony  viz.  that 
the  same  was  emitted  upon  promise,  or 
assurance  of  impunity  of  life  and  limb,  fiud 


clear  probation  :  and  we  see  *'  in  criminibos  do- 
mesticis  et  exceptis,"  much  more,  vrben  boik 
these  concur  against  a  man*s  owii  confcssioa  to 
be  admitted ;  and  whereas  ordinarily  panneli  art 
penitent  at  first  when  examined,  the  horror  of 
their  crimes  softening  their  liearta ;  if  their  con. 
fessions should  not  then  prove,  it  were  impossible 
and  fruitlesK  to  expect,  that  after  they  are  im- 
prisoned amongst  a  company  of  other  malefacton, 
and  after  they  have  men  skilled  in  the  law  ts 
wait  upon  tliem,  to  teach  them  the  art  of  retrac- 
tion, and  that  their  conscience  grows  callous  and 
acquainted  with  the  idea  of  their  own  crimei^ 
what  sincere  oonfea^on  may  be  then  expected 
from  them. 

]My  lord  advocate  declares  he  doc*  not  insist 
against  the  pannel,  for  conversing  with  rebel*  at 
this  time,  and  insists  upon  th^  ehootiiig  of  a 
bishop  and  minister,  before  the  act,  anno  1670^ 
to  infer  an  arbitrary  punishment,  and  iuaists  upon 
mutilation  as  capital,  upon  the  act  of  parliamrat 
anent  demembration,  which  is,  '*  rcddere  mem- 
brum  inutile  i^  and  a  man  is  as  much  demembered 
when  he  has  an  useless  hand,  as  if  he  had  no 
hand,  and  insists  upon  the  act  SB.  pari.  S.  Jam. 
IV.  wherein  slaughter  and  mutilation,  upon 
forethought  felony,  are  equiparant,  and  the  pan- 
nel declared  to  be  punishable  with  death  upon 
both  these  cases,  but  reserves  the  punishment  of 
mutilation  to  be  qualified  by  the  justices  acronU 
ing  to  what  shall  be  found  here  proven,  and  to 
what  has  been  the  custom  of  the  justice-court 
formerly,  in  such  cases. 

Sir  Geoi^e  IxK'kliart  duplies,  aa  to  the  defence 
founded  upon  the  fourth  and  sixteenth  parlia- 
ment James  VI.  that  the  libel  is  not  relevant, 
not  condescending  upon  the  express  qualification 
which  the  act  of  parliament  requires,  is  no  ways 
elided  by  thi'  alleganre  contained  in  the  reply ; 
for,  Imo,  The  lords  of  the  iusticiary  would 
be  pleased  to  take  notice,  that  there  is  no  specia- 
lity in  the  case  of  this  act  of  parliament  as  to 
privy  counsellors,  but  that  it  extends  to  all  his 
majesty's  officers,  and  consequently  the  meanest 
officer  being  invaded  in  the  terms,  and  under  Uie 
qualification  contained  in  the  act  of  parliament, 
might  plead  the  benefit  thereof;  and  if  the  libel 
should  l>e  sustained  in  general  terms,  without 
the  express  qualification,  the  bimple  act  of  inva- 
sion of  a  I  von  herald,  though  neither  death  nor 
wounds  followed  on  it,  would  infer  the  pain  of 
death  ;  but  that  no  such  thing  is  the  meaning,  or 
can  subsist  with  the  act  of  parliament,  is  so  clear 
and  evident,  that  it  were  impossible  for  the  wit 
of  man  to  express  the  qualification  to  be  libelled, 
and  more  positively  proven  in  more  plain  and 
direct  terms  than  it  is  set  down  in  the  said  act. 
in  so  far  as  the  act  of  parliament  requires,  by  way 
of  provision  and  condition,  in  the  statutory  part 
thereof,  in  thir  terms,  it  being  verified  and  tried, 
that  any  of  the  said  counsellors,  sesaioners,  and 
officers,  were  pursued  or  invaded  for  doing  of  his 
majesty's  service,  shall  be  punished  to  the  death: 
and  there  is  great  reason  and  necessity  for  this 
qualification,  because  the  act  of  parliament  in- 
tending, contrary  to  the  custom  that  was  general 
\ii  i2l\  mSCxoiA,  «s\4  Q><  lUU  kingdom,  in  afi  (Kher 
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:he  same  relevant  to  secure  the  pannel  of  the  defence  shall  be  proven;  and    .^.. 
lis  life  and  limb,  reserving  to  the  commis-  remit  the  same  to  the  knowledge  of 
doners  of  justiciary  to  inflict  such  arbitrary   an  assize."    Then  the  probation  was  led. 
lunishment  as  they  shall  think  fit,  in  case   I  need  not  deduce  it  here  at  full  length. 


rimes,  that  *'  conatus  et  atteDtatua,**  which 
a  only  relevant  in  the  crime  of  treason,  should 
w  reputed  "  crimen  consummatum,**  in  case  of 
DTSsion  of  any  of  his  migesty*s  officers ;  therefore 
he  law  requires  this  qualification  further  in 
natter  of  fact,  that  it  should  be  verified,  that  the 
lerson  invaded  was  doing  of  his  m^esty*s  ser- 
riee,  in  which  case  the  crime  had  a  respect,  and 
n  the  construction  of  law,  as  done  against  his 
m^esty's  authority,  which  he  was  then  execut- 
ng :  and  here  this  qualification  in  matter  of  fac^ 
hat  it  was  for  doing  of  his  majesty's  service,  is 
lot  so  much  as  libelled ;  and  in  the  opinion  of 
Jl  lawyers,  as  may  appear  by  JuL  Clar.  §  p. 
lasassin.  Num.  2.  "ubi  agitur  de  imponenda 
KBna  alicujus  constitutionls  specialis,  requiritur, 
[uod  concurrent  omnes  quail  hcationes,  dequibus 
n  ipoa  const! tutione  ;**  and  Quest.  85.  Num.  9. 
le  says  the  same  words,  "  ubi  agitur  de  impo- 
lenda  pcena  alicujus  constitutionls  specialis,  opor- 
et  quod  in  illo  casu  verificentur  omnes  qualitates 
n  ipsa  constitutione  expressae,  alias  p«ena  non 
ommittitur  et  hsec,**  says  he,  "  est  doctrina  com- 
luniter  ab  omnibus  recepta,**  and  most  especially 
rhen  it  is  not  an  intrinsic  qujdity  and  aggravation, 
at  where  it  is  a  qualification  required  by  law  it- 
elf,  as  **  integrans  delicti,"  and  as  Gomes  has  it, 
'alterntrum  poenee,'*  and  therefore  it  must  be 
'•  totidem  verbis"  libelled,  and  positively  proven. 

And  as  to  that  pretence,  that  it  is  to  be  pre- 
umed  and  inferred  from  the  circumstances,  and 
lie  way  and  manner  of  committing  the  fact,  and 
hat  **  propositum"  and  design  cannot  be  other- 
rise  proven,  "  nisi  per  indicia  et  conjectnras."  It 
I  duplied,  the  qualification  required  by  the  act 
f  parliament  is  "  toto  ccelo"  different  from  the 
esign;  for  if  a  person  would  invade  any  of  his 
i^esty's  officers  in  doing  of  his  majesty's  ser- 
ioe»  and  would  pretend  that  he  haci  no  design 
I  invade,  certainly  the  pretence  were  absurd, 
nd  in  that  case  the  design  **pr«numitur  ex 
atura  attentat! ;"  but  the  discnarging  of  his 
i^esty's  service  is  not  a  design,  but  a  matter 
f  fact,  which  consisteth  in  an  extrinsic  action, 
nd  must  be  proven,  and  may  and  does  often 
ocur:  as  for  instance,  if  a  magistrate  should 
e  invaded  in  the  actual  execution  of  his  ma- 
!Sty*s  authority,  or  if  the  invader  should  be 
>  transported  with  rnge,  as,  when  he  invades  a 
idge,  to  tell  him,  that  it  was  because  he  has 
njustly  decerned,  these  and  the  like  cases  are 
ideed  in  the  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament,  and 
le  simple  invasion,  though  no  wounds  followed, 
eing  directly  levelled  against  his  majesty's 
nthority,  "  nudus  conatus  et  affectus  delin- 
aendi  reputatur  pro  effectu ;"  and  as  this  is  clear 
■om  the  express  words  of  the  act,  and  which 
eing  in  **  materia  correctoria  et  criminal!,"  is 
rictly  to  be  interpret ;  so  it  is  also  unanswer- 
sly  evinced  from  the  act  of  parliament,  king 
Charles  I.  of  blessed  memory,  by  which  act  it  is 
rovided,  that  the  invasion  and  violence  done  to 
dnisters,  is  punishable  conform  to  the  act  of 
irliament  1587,  to  which  it  relates,  which  Is 
mfiscation  of  moveables,  and  declares  that  the 
lid  act  ift  to  be  extended  to  archbishops  and 
iabopa :  than  which  the  paoael's  proeoraton 
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argue  thus.  If  by  the  posterior  act  of  parliament 
in  anno  168S,  the  invasion  and  violence  done  to 
archbishops  and  bishops  is  not  punishable  with 
the  pain  of  death,  but  only  an  arbitrary  punish- 
ment; how  is  it  possible,  that  the  fourth  act, 
parL  16.  James  VI.  should  infer  the  pain  of 
death  upon  the  invasion,  as  it  is  circumstantiate 
and  libelled?  but  that  the  archbishop  was  in- 
vaded, who  was  a  privy  counsellor,  and  with  the 
qualification  that  is  required  by  the  said  act  of 
parliament,  that  it  was  for  doing  of  his  miyesty's 
service.  And  as  to  that  allegance,  that  the 
pannel  cannot  condescend  upon  any  private 
l^round  of  quarrel,  or  other  reason  why  he  did 
mvade  the  archbishop:  it  is  answered,  if  this 
all^[ance  were  sustained,  it  were  contrary  to 
the  act  of  parliament  libelled  upon,  which  does 
not  require  the  pannel  to  prove,  but  that  it  must 
be  tried  and  verified  that  the  invasion  was  for 
doing  of  his  majesty's  service,  and  so  his  majesty's 
advocate  must  prove  the  same  by  a  clear  and 
positive  probation,  as  a  point  in  matter  of  fact. 

And  as  to  that  pretence,  that  the  pannel  did 
glory  that  he  had  committed  the  fact  and  inva- 
sion libelled,  and  endeavoured  to  justify  the 
same,  and  persuade  others  that  it  was  lawful: 
it  is  duplied,  that  as  the  said  qualifications  are 
altogether  disowned,  so  they  are  no  ways  the 
qualification  in  matter  of  fact,  required  by  the 
act  of  parliament,  viz.  that  the  invasion  and 
violence  was  for  doing  of  his  majesty  good  ser- 
vice, which  is  indispensably  required  upon  the 
reasons  abovewritten,  otherwise  the  act  of  par- 
liament should  have  said  no  more,  but  that  idl 
invasion  of  his  majesty's  privy  counsellors,  or 
other  officers,  should  be  punished  with  pain  of 
death ;  whereas  the  act  or  parliament  thought  it 
just  and  necessary,  and  fit  for  all  men's  security, 
that  a  single  act  of  invasion  of  any  of  his  mi^esty's 
officers,  however  it  might  be  punbhed  "pcena 
arbitraria,"  yet  should  not  import  or  infer  the 
pain  of  death. 

In  so  far  as  the  dittay  is  founded  upon  the 
common  law,  and  it  is  "  assassinium,"  in  which 
"  conatus  et  attentatus  habetur  pro  crimine  con- 
summato :"  it  is  answered,  the  dittay  is  no  ways 
relevant,  because  it  is  not  founded  upon  any  law 
or  act  of  parliament  of  this  kingdom,  and  the 
common  Roman  law  cannot  be  the  foundation 
of  criminal  dittays,  whereby  to  draw  in  hazard 
the  lives  of  any  of  his  mi^esty's  subjects :  likeas, 
there  are  clear,  express,  and  positive  acts  of  par- 
liament to  the  contrary,  as  the  4Sth  act,  pari.  8. 
James  I.  and  act  79.  pari.  9.  James  IV.  declar- 
ing that  the  laws  of  no  other  realm  are  to  be 
regarded,  especially  whereupon  to  found  crimi- 
nu  indictments;  and  albeit,  by  the  common  law, 
"conatus  in  homicidls,"  especially  where  it  was 
'*  homicidium  dolosum,"  and  designed  to  be  com- 
mitted "  proditorie  per  insidias,**  was  punished  as 
**  crimen  consummatum,"  yet  all  lawyers  agree, 
as  may  appear  by  Jul.  Clar.  Quest.  1x0.  Farma. 
Qusest.  80.  and  by  the  authorities  by  them  cited, 
that  by  general  custom  of  all  nations,  "  in  omnI 
genere  homicidii  affectus,  conatus  et  attentatus,** 
is  not  punishable  *'p(Bna  ordioariiL  dellcsraa^' 
and  to   caxiiMA  \fit«t    %  tM|^ta!i  Y^ac^a^3&»B^^ 
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tion  as  to  the  promise,  and  this  I  shall  pn 
at  full  length*  Mr.  William  Pateraon  uito- 
cate  depones,  he  met  a  man  with  a  pistol  b 
his  hand,  coming  down  the  Blackfriar  W}  nd 


Ifi78    ^°^  ^^  process  now  before  me, 

but  I  shall  give  the  most  material 

witnesses,  and  what  they  said  in  hints.    The 

stress  of  the  matter  ran  upon  the  exculpap 


or  pain  of  death,  as  is  concluded  In  his  indict- 
ment. 

And  as  to  that  pretence,  that  the  crime  libelled 
Is  the  crime  of  amassination,  In  which  **  nudua 
conatus"  is  sufficient,  especially  "  si  devenerit  ad 


Impnnitatis,**  that  yet  it  is  not  sufficient  irbn^ 
upiin  to  liberate  from  capital  punishment,  hf- 
cHUse  a  judge  cannot  remit  a  crime,  and  tbit 
l$ossiu8  and  others  are  clear  that  not  withstand- 
In^  of  any  such  confession   upon    prumise  tf 


actum  proximum:"  It  is  answered,  Imo,  That  |  impunity,  yet  a  iudge  may,  and  ou^ht  to  condnuB 
all  laws  do  agree  in  this,  that  "crimen  assasslnii"  "  ad  po^nam  ordinariam  delicti."  it  is  answered 
is  only  when  the  person  does  hire  and  condui'e  i  the  pretence  does  not  elide  the  defence,  bec»a« 
another  to  commit  the  same,  **  intcrveniente  supposing  it  shall  be  proven,  that  the  oonfrsiioa 
pretio,**  and  for  which  Jul.  Clar.  8.  assassinii,  j  was  elicite  *<sub  spe  venic,"  and  upon  assunsM 
where  he  so  describes  the  crime,  and  Matthaeus  '  of  life,  such  a  confession,  ao  elicits,  cannot  kc 
de  criminibus  does  so  describe  the  same,  and  j  ground  whereupon^  to  violate  the  faith  and  its- 
does  expressly  assert,   that  unless    money    or 


reward  intervene,  the  crime  of  assassination 
cannot  be  committed,  where  the  words  are, 
'*  crediderim  tamen  nisi  merces  certa  et  sceleri 
proposita,  et  constitnta  fuerit,  sive  in  specie  seu 
corpore,  sive  in  pecunia  iiumerata,  non  posse 
enlm  videri  aasassinlum,**  and  there  is  no  other 
lawyer  extant,  that  did  ever  otherwise  describe 
the  crime,  and  there  is  great  reason  why  money 
or  reward  should  be  considered  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  this,  because  the  law  did  consider  the 
crime  with  respect  to  the  hazard,  and  the  hasard 
lay  where  persons  were  hired  and  conduced  by 
infidels,  by  giving  of  money  or  other  reward  to 
kill  Christians :  and  albeit,  even  in  the  proper 
crime  of  assassination  itself,  in  some  particular 
nations,  where  the  said  crime  was  too  frequent, 
as  in  Italy,  "conatus"  is  punishable,  and  Jul. 
Clar.  in  the  same  8.  and  others  do  maintain, 
that  by  the  general  custom  of  most  nations.  In 
the  precise  crime  of  assassination,  "  conatus  seu 
atti>ntatus"  is  not  punishable  with  the  pain  of 
death ;  but  the  pannel  has  no  reason  to  insist 


punity  given,  and  far  less  can  auch  a  oonfessisn, 
though  any  could  be  proven,  being  retracted,  kc 
considered  as  a  confession  ;  and  as  to  which  hw 
and  lawyers  are  very  cImut  and  positive,  tiie  Uw 
is,  I^x  S.  Cod.  de  custode  reorum,  and 
lawyers,  as  may  appear  in  Matthaeus  de  crimini- 
bus, Qujest.  16.  where  his  express  words  an, 
**  Qoarunt  an  confessio  promlssa,  inapunitate  rt 
spe  Venice  elirita,  suffielat  ad  condemnandum-'' 
liespond.  **  Nun  sufficere,  tametu  enim  la 
Judicis  poteatate  non  sit  promittere  impunitatem, 
adeoque  ex  promissione  non  obllgatnr,  tamea 
dolo  extorta  est,  et  per  hano  fraudem  etism 
innocentes  illaqueari  poasunt."  And  Boasios  ia 
that  title,  de  coofessis,  af^er  he  has  stated  ths 
case,  resolves  it  thus,  **  Tutius  tamen  est,  at 
dicamus  requirere  perseverantiam,  et  est  nc 
mente  doctorum,  et  cum  rationc,  quia  negire 
non  potest,  quin  talis  confessio  sit  obumbrata," 
and  says,  it  were  against  humanity  itself,  to 
condemn  '*ad  pcenam  ordinariam  delicti,"  in 
such  a  case.  And  Jul.  Clar.  cited  by  his  ma- 
jesty^N  advocate,   **ego  non    condemnarem   sd 


on  this  matter  ot  fact  libelled,  being  no  ways  the  i  mortem,"  and  which  is  indeed  the  constant  and 
crime  of  assassination,  but  only  to  commit  that  ;  irrefragable  opinion  of  all  lawyers  and  practice 
which  laws  call  a  design,  to  commit  murder  ,  of  all  criminal  tribunals. 

**  proditorie  et  per  insidias,**  in  which  all  agree,  j  And  whereas  it  is  pretended,  that  Jul.  Gar. 
that,  by  the  custom  of  all  nations,  **  conatus  subjoins  these  words,  **  nisi  aliis  indiciis  sit 
facieudi  non  reputatur  pro  fucto."  gravatiis,"  and  his  majesty^s  advocate  condescends 

As  to  that  point  of  dittay,  founded  upon  the  upon  several  presumptions.  It  is  answered.  If 
mutilation  of  the  deceased*  bishop  of  Orkney,  '  his  majesty's  advocate  will  lay  aside  the  run fr^ 
conform  to  the  28th  act.  ]>arl.  8.  Jam.  IV.  It  is  sion,  and  adduce  such  a  presumptive  probation, 
answered,  that  denying  that  the  deceased  bishop  whereupon  the  pannel  may  be  condemned,  then 
of  Orkney  was  mutilate,  so,  albeit  it  could  be  he  may  plead  the  benefit* of  that  qualification, 
proven,  it  cannot  infer  the  pain  of  death.   Imo, 


i3ecauHe  it  is  clear  by  the  said  art  of  (Mirliament, 
that  it  is  not  in  the  case  of  mutilatiun,  but  of  * 
demembration  ;  and  it  were  a  strange  imagina-  j 
tion  to  think,  that  if  a  party  were  mutilate,  or 
lost  a  finger,  that  the  i»ain  of  death  could  be  \ 
inferred  ;  and  there  is  a  ^reat  difference  betwixt  | 
mutilation  and  demeinbration,  mutilation  being  ; 
only  nn  inability  or  privation  of  the  use,  whereas 


but  the  presumptions  condescended  upon  »re 
remote  conjectures,  and  no  tvays  condudiuc, 
and  the  pannel,  after  the  alleged  committing  ot 
the  fact,  did  return  and  live  peaceably  for  wvrral 
years,  and  denies  the  fact,  and  caimot  be  othf>r- 
wise  convicted  thereof.  And  if  any  pretended 
confession  should  be  made  use  of,  eithrr  "per 
se,"  or  **  in  modum  adminlculi,"  it  cannot  be 
divided  from  the  quality  under  which  it  was 


demembration  is  the  entire  loss  of  the  member;  '  granted,  which  the  paimel  offers  to  prove,  wat 


and  it  is  a  principle  in  law  that  nets  of  parliu 
ment,  especially  in  **casu  criminali  et  capitnii," 
caimot  be  extended  "  de  casu  in  causam,  etiam 
ex  identitate  vel  paritate  rationis,"  and  that 
"cortici  verbnrum  adhwrendum  est,  et  casus 
omissionis  habetur  pro  omissa.**  And  here  there 
is  no  parity  of  reason,  both  the  prejudice  and 


ui>on  express  assurance. 

.And  whereas  it  is  pretended,  that  the  grantinf; 
of  an  assurance  or  impunity,  is,  upon  the  matter, 
a  remission,  which  no  inferior  judge  can  do,  but 
that  notwithstanding  he  may,  and  ought  to 
condemn.  It  is  answere<l.  First,  It  will  nppeiir 
by  the  probation  of  that  character  and  quality 


deformity  being  far  greater  in  the  case  of  demcm-  "  the  granier  of  the  assurance  was  In.      Secondly, 

hrHtioi:  t'tun  iniitilution.  |  Lu\vyei*s  do    not    consider,   whether    a   juii^ 

And  whereas  It  is  pretended,  IVvaI  lViou\^  xVv«  \  ^*-  V^V«at  veniam  concedere,**  or  remit  a  crime, 

pumeTg  confsMioQ  had  been  eUcVte  *^«ulV»  «^\W\%.cATd«M£Mni>M3aDL4^&K&te ''sob  ^e  vcni*,* 
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ia  Edinburgh, immediately  after  the  pistol  was 
■hot  at  the  archbishop,  but  knows  not  the 
pannel,  nor  if  it  was  he  who  shot  it  Upon 
the  adducing  of  Patrick  Vanse,  Sir  Qeorge 
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Lockhart  alleged  for  the  pannel,  that    %^*ro 
there  can  be  no  probation  upon 
extrajudicial  confession  admitted,  as  being 
contrary   to   the  interlocutor.     The    lords 


is  not  a  full  and  absolute  confession,  but  a  quali- 
fied, and  cannot  be  made  use  of,  the  quality  not 
performed  and  made  good,  and  It  were  a  preju- 
dice to  public  mterest,  and  a  way  to  preclude 
the  ingenuity  of  all  confession,  if  notwithstand- 
ing of  the  interposition  of  public  faith,  and  the 
Ipuntiog  of  assurances,  and  the  eliciting  of  con- 
fessions, "  sub  spe  Teniae,"  the  confession  might 
be  made  use  of,  and  the  quality  and  condition, 
upon  which  it  was  emitted,  altogether  neglected, 
Krhich  is  downright  inconsistent  with  the  opin- 
ion of  lawyers,  and  the  practices  and  customs  of 
isriminal  judicatories. 

And  as  to  what  is  alleged,  That  though  this 
eonfcMion  had  not  been  emitted  before  the  lords 
of  justiciary,  yet  it  was  not  extngudicial  or  irre- 
Tocable,  b^use  it  was  deliberately  given,  and 
before  a  committee,  who  had  authority  from  the 
lords  of  his  mi^esty's  privy  council.     It  is  an- 
swered, This  point  is  of  extraordinary  import- 
ance and  consequence,  as  to  the  lives  ana  fortunes 
of  bis  majesty's  subjects,  and  as  to  the  lords  of 
Justiciary  and  the  procedure  of  the  inquest,  who 
are  judges  to  the  probation  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
represented  in  benalf  of  the  pannel,  that  admit* 
ting  any  pretended  confession  should  be  produced, 
yet  if  it  was  not  emitted  before  the  lords  of  the 
justiciary,  it  is  not  a  judicial  but  extnnudicial 
confession,  **et  fidem  non  facit,"  as  to  the  pro- 
bation of  the  crime:  and  as  to  which,  First ^ 
There  is  an  universal  concord  in  the  opinion  of 
all  lawyers,  and  in  the  practices  and  customs  of 
all  criminal  judicatories,  and  as  to  which,  the 
lords  of  the  justiciary  are  desired  to  cast  their 
eye  upon  ail  who  have  written  upon  this  point, 
and  as  Clarut  says,  "  non  invenies  dissentientem 
in  mundo,"  and  it  is  a  strange  custom  all  lawyers, 
and  the  custom  of  all  nations  should  have  hallu- 
cinate in  this  jHiint,  for  which  the  pimners  pro- 
curator cites    JuL    Chu*.    Qusst.   65.    Farraa. 
Qujsst.  81.  and  many  other  lawyers  are  like- 
wise clear,  that  confeesions  emitted  *'  prai  judice 
competence,  sed  non  sedente  in  tribunal!,"  is  but 
an  extnijudicial  confession  ;  and  much  more, 
when  it  is  '"confessio  emissii  coram  judic^e  incom- 
petente  ;'*  and  when  the  question  is,  Who  is  to 
be  reputed  "iudex  incompetens  ?*'     It  is  posi- 
tively resolved,  that  <*  omnia  judex"  is  **incom- 
petens,"  who  could  not  proc<«d  "  ad  coodemna- 
tionem,**  as  to  the  crime  as  to  which  the  confes- 
sion is  emitted.      And  certainly  though  any 
confession  were  produced,  emitted  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  lords  of  privy  council,  they  have 
no  criminal  jurisdiction,  so  as  to  proceed  **ad 
condemnandum  in  crimine  capitali,"  that  being 
by  Craig,  Digest.  8.  that  "  ex  eorum  statutis  nee 
periculum  vit«,  hereditatis,  aut  omnium  fortun- 
srum  aubire  posse." 

And  whereas  it  is  urged,  that  the  lords  of 
privy  council  have  a  mixed 'jurisdiction,  and 
may  proceed  by  way  of  procognition,  **et  per 
modum  inquisitionis,"  and  may  resolve  doubtful 
rases,  and  qualify  sentences.  It  is  answered, 
that  it  is  not  denied,  but  the  lords  of  privy 
council,  both  have  and  do  very  well  deserve  that 
jurisdiction ;  but  as  to  criminal  jurisdiction  in 
rapitsl  cMea,  it  is  only  conyetent  befsn  tlio 


lords  of  justiciary;  and  prect^n^itions,  or  the 
previous  inquisitions,  tend  not  **  ad  condemna- 
tionem,"  but  only  as  to  this,  whether  to  stop  or 
remit  to  the  lords  of  justiciary.  And  nothing 
is  considered  as  a  judicial  confession,  but  where 
there  is  *'  formalis  processus,"  and  where  a  party 
is  called  **  coram  judice  oompetente,"  and  he  is 
"sub  instante  periculo  vitse,"  and  knows  that 
the  infallible  import  of  his  confession,  is  to  that 
very  effect  for  his  condemnation,  none  of  which 
can  be  pretended,  when  the  confession  is  emitted 
"  coram  judice  incompetente  ad  condemnan- 
dum." 

And  whereas  it  is  alleged,  that  a  confession, 
in  the  opinion   of  lawyers,  cannot  be  retracted, 
unless  tile  party  could  <*  docere  de  errore,"  and 
purge  his  innocency,  and  did  it  "ex  incontinente." 
It  is  answered,   the    allegance  is    groundless, 
for  though  a  confession  were  emitted  **  coram 
judice  competente  in  tribunali,"    it  might  be 
retracted  "ex  incontinente,"  if  he  were  able  "do- 
cere  de  errore,"  and  there  is  no  lawyer  ever 
required  it  at  other  times,  but  when  the  confesidon 
is  emitted  "coram  judice  incompetente,  fidem 
non  facit  quoad  prolnitionem  delicti,"  either  "  ex 
incontinente,"  or  "  ex  intervallo,"  and  without 
showing  of  any  error,  or  putting  of  innocence, 
such  confessions  in  law,  not  amounting  to  any 
probation,  no  more  than  as  lawyers  argue,  if  the 
depositions    of  witnesses  should   be    taken   in 
"  uno  judicio,"  would  "  fidem  facere,"  either  "  in 
causa  civili,  criminali,  in  alio  judicio."     And 
certainly    there  is    less  reason  for  confessions 
where  parties  disown  the  same,  and  retract  them 
if  raaitted,  and  much  more  hare  where  the  pre- 
tended confession  was  elicite  "sub  spe  veniae," 
so  far  was  the  pannel  from  thinking,  that  emit- 
ting of  his  confession  was  in  order  to  condemna- 
tion ;  especially,  seeing  it  neither  is«  nor  can  be 
proven,  that  the  said  pretended  confession  was 
so  much  as  judicially  given  in  face  of  the  privy 
council,  where  his  grace  the  duke  t»f  Lauderdale, 
being  then  commissioner,  was  present,  and  the 
panneFs  procurator  will  not  debate  the  import  of 
the  same,  but  remit  it  to  the  confession  itself,  in 
case  it  be  offered  to  be  proven,  that  the  confession 
was  emitted  judicially  before  the  privy  coundL 
And  whereas  it  is  alleged,  that  the  act  of 
parliament,  act  9.  pari.  James  VI.  ordaining  all 
probation  to  be  led  in  presence  of  the  assize,  does 
not  concern  the  case,  and  is  misunderstood,  see- 
ing here  the  confession  will  be  produced  in  pre- 
sence of  the  assize.     It  is  answered.  The  act  of 
parliament  is  dear  to  the  contrary,  and  can  ad- 
mit of  no  such  interpretation  ;  for  albeit  that  the 
narrative  of  the  act  of  parliament  bear,  that  abuses 
were  committed,  and  "  ex  malis  moribus  bonsB 
oriuntur  leges,"  the  narrative  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  only  "  causa  impulaiva,"  and  the  sta- 
tutory part  ot  the  act  of  parliament  is  dear  and 
positive,  that  all  probation  should  be  deduced  in 
presence  of  the  assize  ;  and  of  all  other  probation 
there  is  the  greatest  reason  that  the  very  act  of 
confession  should  be  in  presence  of  the  assize, 
who  are  judges  of  the  probation,  and  who  are  to 

Eroceed  upon  oath,  ana  whose  consciences  are  to 
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.  ^.^  ordain  Patridc  Vanse,  keq>er  of  the 
tolbooth,  his  deposition  to  be  taken, 
resenring  the  pannel  his  objections.  Ac- 
cordingly he  depones.  That  a  day  or  two 
after  the  pannel  was  examined  by  the 
council,  he  heard  him  confess  he  had 
shot  the  pistol  at  the  archbishop.  And 
being  inquired  if  he  heard  Mr.  James 
Mitchel  justify  the  deed,  he  remembers  it 
not.  Mr.  John  Vanse,  son  to  the  for- 
mer, being  interrogate,  if  the  pannel  had 
acknowledged  to  him  the  deed  of  shoot- 
ing at  the  archbishop,  depones.  That  being 
in  conference  with  the  pannel  in  prison, 
he  inquired  at  him,  how  he  or  any  man 
could  be  accessory  to  so  impious  an  act 
as  to  kill  a  man  in  cold  blood  who  had  not 
wronged  him.  He  said,  it  was  not  in  cold 
blood,  for  the  blood  of  the   saints   was 


manner,  and  conditions  and  times  whereupon 
such  oonfeMions  were  elidta,  all  which  are  con- 
cealed, where  there  is  nothing  produced  to  them, 
but  a  confession  taken  without  their  presence, 
especially  seeing  the  pannel  alleges  and  offers  to 
prove  the  several  points  of  fact  and  other  parti- 
culars were  condescended  upon  and  declared, 
none  of  which  are  mentionea  in  this  pretended 
confession,  all  which  should  have  been  insert, 
and  could  not  be  divided  as  being  in  **  articulo 
connexa.'* 

And  whereas  it  is  pretended,  that  decreet  pro- 
nounced before  the  lords  of  session  is  "  probatio 
probata,**  and  whereupon  assizes  may  and  ought 
to  condemn.  It  is  answered,  the  argument  is 
in  "  materia  disparata,"  and  does  not  concern  the 
matter  of  confession,  and  is  only  in  a  special  case 
of  falsehood,  and  that  upon  a  special  reason, 
because  the  investigation  of  falsehood  depended 
upon  a  trial,  and  concourse  of  many  and  violent 
presumptions,  which  may  require  a  long  tract 
of  time,  and  examination  of  parties  and  wit- 
nesses; it  were  impossible  that  such  trials  could 
be  deduced  before  an  inquest,  these  depending 
several  years  many  times  before  the  session, 
before  they  can  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  there- 
fore law  and  custom  in  that  case  has  sustained 
a  decreet  of  the  lords  of  session,  as  a  probation 
**in  judicio  criminali;"  but  it  is  absolutely 
denied,  that  it  would  hold  in  any  other  crime, 
and  certainly  if  the  crime  of  theft  were  pursued 
civilly  before  the  lords  of  session,  **  ad  damnum 
et  interesse,'*  the  theft  should  be  proven  or  con- 
fessed  before  the  lords  of  session,  it  would  not 
**  fidem  facere  in  judicio  criminali,"  as  is  evident 
by  the  authority  of  the  lawyers,  who  agree  that 
"acta  probatoria  in  uno  judicio  fidem  uon  faci- 
unt  in  alio,"  nay,  which  is  more,  "  acta  proba- 
toria in  uno  processu  fidem  non  faciunt  in  alio 
prucessu  coram  eodem  judicio  :**  and  as  to  the 
instance  of  the  practick  of  M^Nab,  the  pannel 
oppunes  the  same,  when  there  were  depositions 
of  witnesses,  and  these  many  times  in  the  jour- 
nal books.  The  cases  of  confessions  emitted 
have  been  obtruded,  yet  it  cannot  be  instanced 
that  ever  the  lords  of  justiciary,  did  by  \nt«r^ 
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reeking  at  the  Cross  of  Edinbtiigh.     "  John 
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bishop  of  Galloway  depones.  The  first  time 
he  saw  the  pannel  was  in  Sir  William 
Sharp's  outer  room,  where  he  saw  a  pistol 
taken,  which  was  said  to  be  from  him,  out  of 
which  (as  he  supposed)  there  were  three 
balls  taken,  and  that  the  pistol  was  like  the 
pistol  produced.  Depones,  That  at  that  time 
the  pannel  did  not  confess  any  guilt,  bat 
seemed  to  be  in  a  great  consternation,  and 
fell  a  trembling ;  and  that  the  deponent  hesr- 
ing  he  had  made  a  confession,  went  to  prison 
to  speak  to  him  about  it,  who  acknowledged 
to  the  deponent,  that  he  had  made  a  conA»- 
sion  before  the  chancellor,  and  some  others  of 
the  council,  and  that  he  had  hopes  of  life, 
and  desired  the  deponent  to  intercede  for 
him.  And  the  deponent  having  asked  him, 
how  he  could  do  such  a  deed  against  an 


locutor  sustain  the  same  as  probatire,  but  on  the 
contrary,  it  does  appear  in  the  case  of  Fraser 
in  the  year  1641,  that  Sir  Thomas  Hope,  betof 
then  his  mijesty*s  advocate,  declared,  that  a  con- 
fession emitted  before  a  shoiff-deputc,  who  hss 
a  criminal  jurisdiction  in  some  cases  in  the 
things  allowed  by  law,  and  who  beyond  all 
doubt  is  judge  competent  **  per  modum  inqaisi- 
tionis  ;'*  yet  so  convinces  less,  that  that  was  an  ex- 
tngudicial  confession,  that  he  only  insbted  there- 
in "  ad  modum  adminiculi,*'  and  joined  it  with 
the  other  probation  mentioned  in  the  practick, 
which  was  "per  s«"  convincing  and  sigrnificant : 
as  also,  since  nis  migesty's  happy  restitution,  in 
the  case  of  one  Robertson,  although  the  confes- 
sion was  emitted  before  one  of  the  lords  of  jus- 
ticiary, and  his  majesty's  advocate  for  the  time ; 
yet  he  was  so  convinced  of  the  insufficiency  of 
the  same,  tliat  after  it  was  produced  **  per  mo- 
dum probationis,'*  he  took  up  the  same,  even  in 
that  state  of  the  process,  when  the  assize  were 
sworn ;  and  as  to  the  instance  of  divinity  in 
David's  practice,  it  does  not  concern  the  point 
of  law,  and  cannot  be  made  appear  that  the 
party  retracted  his  confession,  and  it  is  a  prac- 
tick that  either  ^'nimium"  or  <*  nihil  probat.** 
In  respect  whereof,  &c 

The  lords  continue  their  advising  of  this 
debate  till  to-morrow  at  two  o'clocJc  in  the  after- 
noon, and  ordain  assizers  and  witnesses  to 
attend,  ilk  person  under  the  pain  of  an  hundred 
merks.  The  said  day  John  Graham  port- 
master,  Patrick  Graham  his  brother,  — i— 
Keith  of  Lutquhairn,  Matthew  Colvil  writer 
in  Edinburgh,  Alexander  Livingstone  ensign 
to  captain  Windram,  Walter  Kennay  mer- 
chant in  Edinburgh,  'Fhomas  Hamilton  master 
of  the  coffee-house,  James  Fletcher  of  New 
Cranston,  Charles  Murray  merchant,  John 
A  uchmouty  ensign  to  the  Cfastleof  EUiinburgb, 
Robert  Baii*d  of  Sauchtonhall,  each  of  them 
unlawed  in  an  hundred  merks,  for  not  compear 
ing  to  pass  upon  Mr.  James  Mitchel  his  assize. 
Robert  Baird  and  Thonoas  Hamilton  their  un- 
\».w%  discharged,  to  be  hooked  or  extracted  by 
il«\\v«cvn»s  uyani^Cbito  Y*^d^i<»e^ 
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innocent  man;  who  answered,  That  he 
thought  him  an  enemy  to  the  godly,  and 
that  they  would  not  be  in  security  so 
long  as  he  were  alive.  And  the  deponent 
having  inquired  at  him,  if  he  was  sorry  for 
it ;  he  did  not  say  he  was  sorry  for  it,  but  if 
it  were  to  do  again,  he  would  not  do  it." 
Dr.  Christopher  Irwin,  John  Jessie,  and 
William  Bcnthwick,  chirurgeons,  depone 
particularly  enough  as  to  the  bishop  of 
Orkney's  wound  and  mutilation,  which 
need  not  be  insert.  Next,  the  advocate 
adduced  his  witnesses  for  proving  Mr. 
Mitchel's  confession,  who  elided  the  pan- 
nel's  defence  from  the  promise  made  to 
him,  upon  which  his  confession  was  given. 
And  I  shall  give  these  as  they  stand  in  the 
registers. 

"John  earl  of  Rothes,  chancellor  of  Scot- 
land, being  sworn  and  examined,  the  con- 
fession under  Mr.  James  Mitchel's  hand 
being  shown  to  him,  depones  he  was  present, 
and  saw  Mr.  James  Mitchel  subscribe  that 
paper,  and  depones  he  heard  him  make  the 
confession  contained  therein,  and  that  he 
thereafter  heard  him  ratify  the  same  at  the 
council  bar,  in  the  presence  of  the  king*s 
commissioner,  and  lords  of  privy  council, 
bitting  in  council,  and  that  his  lordship  has 
subscribed  the  said  confession;  depones, 
that  his  lordship,  the  advocate,  and  treas- 
urer-depute, were  appointed  by  the  privy 
council  to  examine  Mr.  James  Mitchel ;  and 
being  interrogate,  if,  after  they  had  removed 
the  pannel  to  the  council-chamber,  whether 
or  not  his  lordship  did  offer  to  the  pannel, 
upon  his  confession,  to  secure  his  life,  in 
these  words, '  Upon  his  lordship's  life,  hon- 
our, and  reputation ;'  depones,  that  he  did 
not  at  all  give  any  alssurance  to  the  pannel 
for  his  Ufe,  and  that  tlie  pannel  never  sought 
any  such  assurance  from  him ;  and  that  his 
lordship  does  not  remember  that  there  was 
any  warrant  given  by  the  council  to  his 
lordship  for  that  effect ;  and  if  there  be  any 
expressions  in  any  paper,  which  may  seem 
to  infer  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  his  lord- 
ship conceives  it  hath  been  insert  upon 
fome  mistake. 

**  Rothes, 

*A.  PlUMB0SB,I.  P.  D." 
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"  Charles  Maitland   of  Halton,    .^.^ 
lord  treasurer-depute,  being  sworn, 
and  the  confession  under  Mr.  James  Mitchel'a 
own  hand  being  shown  him,  depones  he  was 
present  when  Mr.  James  Mitchel  made  that 
confession,  and  his  lordship  heard  him  first 
make  it  verbally,  and  then  saw  him  subscribe 
it,  and  that  his  lordship  subscribed  it  also ; 
and  that  at  that  time  there  was  nothing  spoken 
of  any  assurance ;  but  when  the  pannel  was 
asked  by  some  of  the  committee,  upon  what 
account  he  committed  that  fact,  he  seemed 
at  first  unwilling  to  answer,  but  thereafter 
said,  it  was  because  the  archbishop  was  an 
enemy  to  the  good  people,  or  godly  people 
in  the  west.    Depones,  that  within  a  few 
days  thereafter,  at  a  meeting  of  the  council, 
where  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  then  his 
majesty's  commissioner,  was  present,  the 
pannel  being  brought  to  the  bar,  and  the 
confession  produced  being  shown  to  him,  he 
acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  hand-writ, 
adhered  unto,  and  renewed  the  same  in  pre- 
sence of  his  majesty's  commissioner  and 
council ;  and  depones  that  he  did  not  hear 
the  pannel  either  seek  assurance  of  his  life, 
or  any  person  offer  the  same  to  him. 

"  Charles  Maitland. 
A.  Primrose,  I.  P.  D." 

**  John  duke  of  Lauderdale  being  sworn, 
depones,  that  his  grace  was  present,  as  the 
king's  commissioner,  in  council,  when  Mr. 
James  Mitchel  was  brought  to  the  bar. 
Depones,  his  grace  saw  his  former  confes- 
sion, made  at  the  committee  of  the  council, 
shown  to  him,  and  that  he  acknowledged  it 
to  be  hb  confession,  and  that  he  did  adhere 
to  and  renew  the  same,  in  presence  of  his 
grace  and  the  council:  his  grace  heard  of 
no  assurance  ^en  to  him,  and  that  his 
grace  did  not  give  any  assiutince  to  him,  nor 
gave  commission  to  any  others  to  give  him 
any  assurance  of  his  life,  and  would  not  do 
that,  having  no  warrant  fix>m  hb  majesty  to 
that  effect. 

*'  Lauderdale. 
A.  Primrose,  I.  P.  D.'* 

"  James  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews  being 
sworn,  depones,  that  that  day  the  panned 
did  fire  at  hb  grace,  he  had  a  wave  of  him 
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1 A78  P**"^  ^^^^  ^  coach,  and  pasnng 
the  street,  which  had  such  impres- 
uon  upon  his  grace,  that  the  first  sight  he 
saw  of  him  after  he  was  taken,  he  knew  him 
to  be  the  person  who  shot  the  shot.  De- 
pones, his  grace  saw  him  at  the  council4Nury 
in  presence  of  his  majesty's  commissioner 
and  council,  acknowledge  his  confession 
before  the  committee,  and  heard  him  adhere 
thereunto,  and  renew  the  same,  and  that 
there  was  no  assurance  of  life  given  him, 
nor  any  sought  by  him  there.  Depones, 
that  his  grace  himself  did  never  give  any 
assurance  to  him,  nor  any  warrant  to  any 
others  to  do  it;  only  he  promised  at  his 
first  taking,  that  if  he  would  freely  confess 
the  fault,  and  express  his  repentance  for  the 
same  at  that  time,  without  any  further 
troubling  judicatories  therein,  his  grace 
would  use  his  best  endeavours  for  favour  to 
him,  or  else  leave  him  to  justice :  but  that 
he  either  gave  him  assurance,  or  gave  war- 
rant to  any  to  give  it,  is  a  false  and  mali- 
cious calumny;  and  that  his  grace  made 
no  promise  to  Kichol  Somerwel,  other  than 
that  it  were  best  to  make  a  firee  confession. 

**  St.  Andrews. 
A.  Primrose.  I.  P.  D."* 

After  all  these  depositions  were  taken, 
the  advocate  declared  be  had  closed  proba- 
tion; whereupon  the  pannel  produced  the 
copy  of  an  act  of  council,  March  12th,  1674, 
insert  above,  chap.  9.  §  2.  craving  the  register 
might  be  produced,  or  the  clerks  obliged  to 
give  extracts,  which  they  had  refused.    The 
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act  is  read  judicially,  and  the  pann^'a  minh 
cates  crave  liberty  to  speak  upon  it.  This 
the  lords  would  not  allow,  but  came  to  the 
following  interlocutor :  **  The  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  justiciary,  cooaideriiig  that  the 
copy  of  the  pretended  act  of  council  pro- 
duced, was  never  urged  nor  made  use  d, 
nor  any  diligence  craved  for  producing  the 
regbters  of  council,  until  this  afternoon  tbst 

j  the  assize  was  sworn,  after  which  no  dili- 
gence can  be  allowed  and  granted  in  this 
state  of  the  process,  by  the  law  of  the  kin^ 
dom,  and  practick  of  this  court,  espedallj 
seeing  it  appears  by  the  said  copy,  that  tlie 
design  was  to  take  away  any  assurance  the 
pannel  could  have  pleaded ;  and  that  the 
truth  of  the  narrative  of  the  copy  founded 
upon,  insinuating  that  there  was  an  assur- 
ance, is  canvelled  by  the  depositions  of  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  then  hia  majesty's  coin- 

I  missioner,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  and  council." 
And  so  without  admitting  the  production  of 
the  registers,  from  which  I  have  inserted 
the  act  of  council,  the  court  ordain  the 
assize  to  enclose,  and  to  return  their  ver- 
dict to-morrow  at  two  of  the  dock  after- 
noon. To-morrow  the  verdict  of  the  as- 
size is  returned,  and  is  as  follows.  "As 
to  the  first  part  of  the  libel,  founded  on 
the  4th  act  16th  pari.  James  VI.  the  chan- 
cellor and  whole  assize  find  it  proven  with 
one  voice,  conform  to  the  lords*  interlocutor. 
As  to  the  invading  of  bishops  and  ministers, 
and  wounding  the  bishop  of  Orkney,  siklike 
proven  with  one  voice.    As  to  the  third,  of 


*  These  four  depositions  form  such  a  roass  of  i 
depravity,  as  is  not,  we  believe,  to  be  found  in 
the  history  of  any  other   European  country. 
Four  of  tne  principal  officers  of  state,  one  of 
tliem  too  an  archbishop,  looking  in  one  another's 
faces,  and  deliberately  swearing  to  what  they  all 
knew  to  be  an  impudent  lie,  for  the  pleasure  of  , 
taking  away  the  life  of  one  poor  individual !  i 
'llie  record  of  the  solemn  promise  still  remains  ' 
on  the  books  of  council,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of 
all  concerned.     It  was  actually  examined  and 
acknowledged  by  the  four  lords  themselves,  and 
the  blame  of  inserting  it  attempted  to  be  fastened 
on  the  clerk,  and  afterwards  on  Sir  John  Nisbet, 
who  procured  the  evidence  of  nine  privy  coun>  , 
sellors,  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  promise.     See 
State  Trials,  vol.   ii.   p.  627.    Burnet,  vol.   ii. 
p.  180.  **  Doubtless,"  says  Mr.  Laing,  "thefanat- 
Iciaw  of  Mitchel  was  of  the  most  daring  and 
atrociouM  iiaCure,  but  the  gi^lt  of  that  fanatVc  \a 


lost  in  the  complicated  perfidy,  rnielty,  perjury 
and  revenge,  which  accomplished  his  death." 
History,  vol.  ii.  p.  80.  **  As  soon  as  tbe  court 
broke  up,**  says  Burnet,  **the  lords  went  up 
stairs,  and  to  their  shame,  found  the  act  recorded, 
and  signed  by  lord  Rothes,  as  president  of  the 
council'*  Hist.  vol.  ii.  n.  180.  "Sir  George 
Lockhart  and  Mr.  John  £lles,  adrocates  for  the 
pannel,  produced  an  act  of  secret  oonncil,  bearing, 
that  they  revoaked  the  asMuranee  of  Hft  given  him 
because  of  his  disengenuity.  This  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale  stormed  at,  and  told  he  came  in 
obedience  to  a  citation  upon  his  mi^esty*a  letters 
of  exculpation  to  depone,  but  not  to  be  tiagtd 
for  perjury.^  So  says  lord  Fountainhall  in  his 
MS.  Decisions,  as  quoted  by  the  Editor  of 
Kirkton  himself,  p.  S8i5.  who,  nevertheless,  docs 
all  he  can  to  wound  the  presbyterian  cause 
through  the  sides  of  poor  MitcheL — £d. 


CHAP.  XlII.]  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND.  i71 

the  ioitb'  mtertocotor  concerning  his  con->  •  act  of  council,  and  what  he  bimadf  .^^^^ 
fenkm,  finit  before  a  committee,  and  there-  had  been  witness  unto ;  but  above 
•fter  before  his  roijesty's  commissioner  and  '  all,  the  primate's  swearing  so  cleverly  wai 
council,  the  whole  assize,  with  one  voice,  mightily  cried  out  upon.  But  to  sum  up  aii 
finds  it  proven  conform  to  the  lords'  interio- 1  this  account,  I  shall  give  Mr.  Iditdiel's  own 
cutor.  As  to  the  fourth  and  last  part  of  narration  of  it,  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  friends, 
Che  interlocutor,  the  whole  assize  with  one  that  morning  before  he  uras  execute,  which 
voice  finds  the  exculpation  no  ways  proven.  |  appears  to  be  very  agreeable  to  the  process, 


And  further,  concerning  the  exculpation, 
When  the  pannel  was  strongly  pressing  it 
upon  my  lord  chancellor,  the  whole  asfdze 
heard  his  confession  and  acknowledgment 
o£the&ct, 

**  Jo.  Hav,  Chancellor." 

**  After  openii^  and  reading  of  the  which 
verdict,  the  lords  commissiooers  of  the  justi* 
ciary,  by  the  mouth  of  Adam  Auld,  dempster 
of  the  court,  decerned  and  adjudged  the 
said  Mr.  James  Mitchel,  to  be  taken  to  the 
Grassmarket  of  Edinbuigh,  upon  Friday  the 
18th  of  January  instant,  betwixt  two  and 
four  of  the  clock  afternoon,  and  there  to  be 
hanged  on  a  gibbet,  till  he  be  dead,  and  all 
his  moveables,  goods,  and  gear,  to  be  escheat, 
and  inbrought  to  his  majesty's  use,  which 
was  pronounced  for  doom." 

This  is  a  just  account  of  Mr.  Mitchel's 
trial  from  the  registers:  and  I  might  add 
many  other  particulars  and  incidents,  which 
I  meet  with  in  letters  writ  at  this  time;  that 
Mr.  Mitchel  craved  and  protested,  that  the 
omission  of  seeking  the  registers  in  due  time 
should  not  prejudge  him ;  that  Nichol  Som- 
erwel,  Mr.  Micchel's  brother-in-law,  offered 
in  court  to  depone,  that  the  archbishop  pro- 
mised to  him  to  secure  his  life  if  he  would 
prevail  with  him  to  confess.  The  archbishop 
denied  this,  and  called  it  a  villanous  lie.  It 
was  likewise  said,  that  upon  the  17th  of 
January,  the  council  resolved  to  call  for 
duke  Hamilton,  the  justice-general,  the  late 
advocate,  to  attest  the  verity  of  the  lords' 
depositions  in  the  process ;  that  a  bill  was 
preparing  to  the  lords  of  session,  that  Sir 
George  Lockhart  might  be  censured  for 
what  was  to  be  libelled  against  him,  as  to 
this  process.  It  was  said,  that  the  lord 
justice-general  was  not  ill  pleased,  after  his 
late  loss  of  his  place  through  Lauderdale's 
influence,  at  the  inconsistency  that  appeared 
betwixt  the  depositions,  and  the  copy  of  the 


bating  the  contrariety  betwixt  it  and  th« 
depositions. 

*<  Edinburgh,  January  18M,  1678. 

**  My  accusation  before  the  justices  was, 
That  I  shot  a  pistol  at  the  archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews,  July  1688,  whereby  the  bishop 
of  Orkney  was  wounded;  and  that  I  did 
confess  the  same  before  the  council.  My 
defence,  among  many  others,  was.  That  any 
confession  made  by  me,  was  upon  oath  and 
promise  of  life  and  safety.  And  indeed  the 
oath  and  promise  was  made  to  me  by  my 
lord  chancellor,  in  these  words :  '  Upon  my 
great  oath,  honour,  and  reputation,  if  I  be 
chancellor  I  shall  save  your  life,  and  if  ye 
will  not  confess,  the  council  will  tidce 
another  way  to  make  it  out.'  This  I  took 
for  the  boots,  as  afterwards  I  found.  The 
justices  found  my  confession  to  be  a  judicial 
one,  though  I  refused  to  own  it  before  their 
court,  but  did  retract  it,  unless  the  above* 
mentioned  promise  were  made  good  to  me* 
The  justices  sustained  my  said  defence, 
upon  the  foresaid  oath  and  promise  made 
to  me:  but  when  the  indictment  came  to 
be  proven,  the  said  confession  was  witneseed 
by  my  lord  chancellor,  and  other  lords  of 
council  called  to  make  fidth ;  but  with  the 
same  breath  they  denied  the  making,  or  the 
knowledge  of  the  making  of  any  such  oath 
or  promise  to  me.  But  it  pleased  the  Lord 
to  provide  me  with  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
council,  which  was  at  that  time  made  by 
the  same  lords,  and  subscribed,  as  I  believe, 
by  my  lord  chancellor,  wherein  the  same 
assurance  is  expressly  granted  to  have  been 
given  me  by  warrant  of  the  then  lord  com- 
missioner, albeit,  indeed  in  the  same  act  it 
is  revoked,  for  the  reasons  there  given. 
When  I  produced  this,  the  lords  who  wit- 
nessed against  me  were  greatly  commoved, 
and  vehemently  pressed  the  justices  that  no 
such  act  should  be  received  in  mj  vindica- 
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tioD,  iliicc  it  did  8o  directly  oontim- 

*   diet  what  they  had  sworn.    And 

though  it  was  not  reasonable  that  the  oaths 

of  any  should  prejudge  me,  contrary  to  troth, 

and  process  adduced  by  me,  yet  the  justices 

were  necessitate,  without  once  hearing  my 

advocates,  to  r^ect  the  foresaid  act,  and 

cut  me  off  from  so  clear  a  probation  for 

my  defence :  whereupon  I  was  found  guilty 

by  the  assize  upon  the  foresaid  confession ; 

albeit,  in  all  likelihood    they   would  not 

have  found  me  guilty  if  the  act  of  council 

had  been  received,  seeing  the  lords  justices 

had  found  the  foresaid  promise,  if  proven, 

relevant  to  take  off  my  confession.     Upon 

the  whole,  it  is  most  certain  this  judgment 

was  carried  against  both  right  and  truth. 

But  I  remit  it  to  the  Lord^  who  will  one 

day  clear  me  and  all  his  servants." 

Two  days  after  the  sentence  was  passed, 
no  doubt  by  the  primate's  procurement,  an 
order  comes  down  from  court  that  Mr. 
Mitchel's  head  and  hand  should  be  affixed 
up  in  some  public  place  of  the  city:  but 
because  this  came  not  till  after  sentence, 
the  primate  missed  this  piece  of  revenge, 
and  it  was  found,  that  what  was  pronounced 
for  doom  could  not  be  altered.  Accordingly, 
upon  the  1 8th  of  January,  Mr.  Mitchel  was 
taken  to  the  Grassmarket,  and  the  sentence 
executed.  In  the  morning  he  delivered 
some  copies  of  what  he  designed  to  say,  if 
permitted,  at  his  death,  to  some  of  his 
friends,  with  which  I  shall  end  this  section, 
since  reflections  upon  the  process  or  de{>o- 
sitions  are  needless,  the  matter  standing  so 
clear  and  plain  from  original  papers  before 
the  reader:  and  I  insert  this  speech  the 
rather,  that  the  forementioned  libeller  pub- 
lishes another  paper  for  his  speech  at  his 
death,  where  there  is  nothing  at  all  of  the 
true  matter  of  fact,  and  his  vindication  is 
most  disingenuously  concealed.  I  suppose 
he  had  not  liberty  to  deliver  it  to  the  people 
upon  the  scafibld,  but  I  insert  the  copy  of 
it  here. 

"  Christian  people, — It  being  nimoured 
abroad  immediately  after  I  received  my  sen- 
tence, that  I  would  not  have  liberty  to  speak 
in  this  place,  therefore  I  have  not  troubled 
myself  to  prepare  any  formal  discourse,  or 
account  of  the  pretended  crime  for  wbich  1 
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was  aoeosed  and  tenteiioed;  ndther  did  I 
think  it  vcfy  necessaryy  the  fame  of  the  pro- 
cess having  gone  so  mudi  abroad,  what  bf 
a  former  indictment  given  me  nev  four 
years  ago,  the  diet  whoieof  was  sufiered  to 
desert,  in  respect  the  late  advocate  oonU 
not  find  a  just  way  to  reach  me  with  tiie 
extrajudicial   confession  they  caponed  to 
me;  all  know  he  was  zealous  in  it,  ^-et  my 
charity  to  him  is  such,  that  he  would  not 
sufier  that  unwarrantable  zeal,  so  far  to  Uisd 
him,  as  to  overstretch  the  lavrs  of  the  land 
beyond  their  due  limits,  in  prejudice  of  tfce 
life  of  a  native  subject :  next,  by  an  extreme 
inquiry  of  torture,  and  then  by  exiling  me 
to  the  Bass,  and  after  all  by  givii^  me  s 
new  indictment,  at  the  instance  of  the  nev 
advocate,  who  before  was  one  of  mine  wbea 
I  received  the  first  indictment,  and  to  which 
new  indictment  and  debate  in  the  process  I 
remit  you;  and  particularly  to  these  two 
defences  of  an  extrajudicial  confession,  and 
the  promise  of  life  given  to  me  thereupon 
by  the  chancellor,  upon  his  own  and  the 
public  faith  of  the  kingdom,  upon  the  verity 
whereof  I  am  content  to  die,  and  ready  to 
lay  down  my  life,  and  hope  your  charity 
will  be  such  to  me  a  dying  roan,  as  not  to 
mistrust  me  therein;  especially  since  it  is 
so  notoriously  adminiculate  by  an   act  of 
secret  council,  and  yet  denied  upon  oath  by 
the  principal  officers  of  state,  present  in 
council  at  the  making  of  the  said  act,  and 
whom  the  act  bears  to  have  been  present, 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  being  then   hi 
majesty's  commissioner,  likewise    present, 
and  which  act  of  council  was  by  the  lords 
of  justiciary  most  unjustly  repelled.     But  I 
shall  have  charity  for  some  of  the  said  lords, 
who   I  know  would  have  given  law  and 
justice  as  to  my  just  absolution,  if  they  had 
not  been    overpowered  with    plurality  of 
votes,  by  those  who  were  overawed,  and 
dared  by  the  lords  of  the  secret  council; 
but  that  will  not  absolve  their  consciences 
at  the  last  day.    As  to  my  advocates  and 
lawyers,  I  ingenuously  acknowledge  their 
care,  fidelity,  and  zeal  in  my  defence,  and 
which  I  hope  will  be  a  standing  fame  to 
some  of  them  for  this  and  all  futtu^  genera- 
tions.   This  much  for  a  short  account  of 
^tVvV&«fiaix,Cot  Nvhich  I  am  unjustly  brought 
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to  this  place:  bat  I  acknowledge  my  priyate 
•nd  partioolar  sins  have  been  such  as  have 
deserved  a  worse  death  to  me ;  but  I  hope 
in  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  freed 
from  the  eternal  punishment  due  to  me  for 
sin.  I  am  confident  that  God  doth  not 
plead  with  me  in  this  place  for  mj  private 
«nd  particular  sins ;  but  I  am  brought  here 
that  the  work  of  God  may  be  made  mani- 
lesty  and  for  the  trial  of  faith,  John  iz.  3. 
1  Pet  L  7.  That  I  may  be  a  witness  for 
lus  deposed  truths  and  interest  in  this  land, 
where  I  am  called  to  seal  the  same  with  my 
Mood.  And  I  wish  heartily  that  this  my 
poor  life  may  put  an  end  to  the  persecution 
of  the  true  members  of  Christ  in  this  place, 
•o  much  actuate  by  those  perfidious  pre- 
lates ;  in  opposition  to  whom,  and  testimony 
to  the  cause  of  Christ,  I  at  this  time  lay 
down  my  life,  and  bless  God  that  he  hath 
thought  me  so  much  worthy  as  to  do  the 
same  for  his  glory  and  interest  Finally, 
concerning  a  Christian  duty  in  a  singular 
and  extraordinary  case,  and  anent  my  par- 
ticolar  judgment  concerning  both  church 
and  state,  it  is  evidently  declared  and  mani- 
fested elsewhere:  so  farewell  all  earthly 
enjoyments,  and  welcome  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  into  whose  hands  I  commit  my 

spirit' 

*  Ja.  Mitchell.' 
*  Edinburgh  Tolbooth, 
January  I8th,  1678.' 

SECT.  VI. 

Of  the  persecution  for  conventicles,  and 
hardships  particular  persons  underu>ent 
Jar  their  fwncanformity,  this  year,  1678. 

The  essays  of  some  lovers  of  liberty,  when 
the  design  of  the  Highland  host  broke  out, 
to  inform  the  king  of  the  state  of  things, 
which  we  heard  before  were  in  part  pre- 
vented by  the  proclamation  January  3rd, 
together  with  the  actual  informations  given, 
first  by  the  earl  of  Cassils,  and  then  by  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  and  others,  joined  with 
the  recalling  the  Highlanders,  and  disband- 
ing the  militia,  did  not  a  little  hearten  the 
poor  dispirited  presbyterians,  who  began  to 
creep  out  of  their  retirements,  and,  in  the 
spring  and  summer,  oonventides  became 

IL 


pretty  frequent  I  shall  here  cast  .  ^ 
together  what  offers  to  me  of  perse- 
cution upon  this  score,  by  finings,  imprison- 
ment, death,  and  otherwise,  with  some  few 
instances  of  hardships  put  upon  presby- 
terians for  some  other  branches  of  noncon- 
formity this  year. 

There  were  two  conventicles  made  most 
noise  this  summer,  one  at  Williamwood  in 
the  shire  of  Renfrew,  and  the  other  upon 
the  hills  of  Whitekirk,  over  against  the 
Bass,  for  which  James  Learmont  was  exe* 
cuted:  but  I  shall  give  the  persecution 
which  fell  out  upon  the  score  of  conventi- 
cles, and  other  branches  of  nonconformity, 
in  the  order  of  time,  as  near  as  I  can,  fi*om 
the  registers  and  other  papers. 

Upon  the  29th  of  January, '  the  commit- 
tee for  public  affairs,  are  ordered  by  the 
privy  council,  to  cause  transport  some  fana- 
tic ministers  from  Edinburgh  and  Canon- 
gate  tolbooths,  to  the  Bass,  at  this  juncture.' 
The  juncture  was  the  march  of  the  High- 
land host,  as  we  have  heard.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  met  with  this  epithet  of 
fanatic  ministers,  given  to  presbyterians  in 
the  registers,  and  it  is  part  of  the  new  style, 
brought  in  at  this  time  by  the  advocate, 
and  other  drawers  of  public  papers,  to  leave 
a  stain  upon  presbyterians,  who  no  ways 
deserve  this  invidious  name.  February  2 1  st, 
I  find  a  decreet,  at  the  instance  of  the  king's 
advocate,  against  Patrick  Sheriff  in  Knot's, 
and  James  Shiels  in  Bolton,  for  being  pre- 
sent at  house  and  field-conventides,  last 
year,  at  Black-castle,  Lammer-muir,  and 
other  pkces,  where  Messrs  John  Welsh, 

Geoige  Johnston, Hamilton,  and 

Hope  preached,  and  being  absent  from  their 
parish  churches;  personally  compearing, 
they  are  found  guilty  and  fined.  Sheriff  in 
three  hundred  pounds  Scots,  and  Shiels  in 
four  hundred,  and  ordered  to  lie  in  prison 
till  they  pay.  In  council,  as  in  too  many 
courts,  interest  and  firiendship  went  a  great 
way  to  bring  people  off.  Henry  Muir,  com- 
missar-clerk at  Kirkcudbright,  was,  March 
7th,  libelled,  for  being  present  in  Septem- 
ber or  October  last,  at  house  and  field-con- 
ventides, where  Mr  John  Welsh,  Mr  Gabriel 
Semple,  and  Mr  Samuel  Amot  were,  and  of 
corresponding  with  them.  The  defender  ac- 
knowledged he  bad  oino^  Vl««x^  ^&c  ^vasBEOidL 
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Amot,  at  a  field-conventicle ;  but  de- 


nied correspondence  with  him:  inre- 
ipect  whereof,  and  the  bishop  of  Galloway's 
interposition,  the  council  appoint  the  defen- 
der to  be  dismissed  without  any  further 
trouble.  We  shall  just  now  hear,  that 
James  Learmont,  M'ithin  a  few  months,  is 
put  to  death,  for  mere  presence  at  a  field- 
oonyenticle ;  but  he  wanted  a  bishop  to  in- 
tercede for  him,  which  indeed  was  not  now 
ordinary. 

We  heard  before  of  the  attempt  made 
upon  Carstairs  and  his  men,  October  last 
year.  Upon  the  15th  of  March  this  year, 
I  find  a  decreet  passed,  at  the  instance  of 
the  king's  adyocate,  *  against  Pstrick 
Thomson  in  Kinloch,  George  Fleming  in 
Balberty,  Alexander  Hamilton  of  Kinkell, 
Henderson  his  servant,  Robert  Hamil- 
ton brother  to  the  laird  of  Preston,  John 
Balfour  of  Kinloch,  James  Ruasel  feuar  of 
Kettle,  James  Reid,  and  John  Reid  there, 
John  Balfour  tenant  to  Lundy,  Alexander 
Balfour  there,  John  Archer  in  Stramiglo, 
John  Adam  bailie  of  Stramiglo,  and  some 
twenty  more,  who  are  libelled  to  have  met 
at  the  house  of  Balfour  of  Kinloch,  an  in- 
tercommuned  person,  together  with  others* 
to  the  number  of  three  or  four  score  of 
armed  men,  and  lay  in  wait  to  have  mur- 
dered ciqitain  William  Carstairs,  and  

Garret  his  servant,  when  the  said  captain 

required  them  to  deliver  up  to  him, a 

preacher,  and  intercommuned  person,  and 
to  have  loosed  twelve  or  fourteen  shot  at 
him,  whereby  the  said  Garret  was  mortally 
wounded,  in  August,  September,  October 
or  November  last,  and  died  on  the  spot.'  It 
was  easy  to  libel  roundly  against  people 
who  were  not  present  themselves,  and  who, 
upon  absence,  were  to  be  holden  as  con- 
fessed :   and  by  the  best  information  I  can 


pcnons  they  had  deaifriis  upon,  and  kmm 
would  not  bo  present  to  ▼indioite 
selves.  And  so  tbej  are  all,  upon 
absence,  put  to  the  bom,  except  two  m 
three  mean  country  people,  who  e»> 
peared. 

In  the  preceding  section,  we  heard  wkk 
the  committee  of  council  did,  with  respect 
to  Mr  Robert  Wylie  goyemor  to  the  M 
Semple :  I  only  add  here,  that  heiog  sm- 
moned,  Blarch  29th,  to  appear  before  thea, 
and  not  compearing,  and  his  piqnl,  Fnadi 
lord  Semple  a  boy  at  the  college,  bciag  dis- 
gusted at  this  procedure,  and  withdrawiif 
himself,  gets  a  chaige  <tf  Lawborrowi,  Ac 
original  copy  whereof  is  just  now  bcfiMt 
me.  None  of  them  regarded  the  subumwi 
or  chaqpe  very  much.  And,  April  1^ 
my  lord  Semple's  mother,  a  proAned 
papist,  petitions  the  council,  *  that  wheresi 
her  son,  through  the  neglect  of  those  be 
was  recommended  to^  or  the  general  hu- 
mour, and  corruption  of  the  place  (Okifow} 
where  he  is  educate,  he  has  freqiunitlj 
withdrawn  himself  fi>om  the  pnblio  ofdia- 
ances,  to  the  great  contraapt  and  disobe- 
dience to  his  majesty's  laws,  and  is  seduced 
and  poisoned  with  bad  principles,  anent  his 
majesty's  government  and  laws,  by  persoos 
not  legally  authorized ;  their  petitioner  out 
of  her  loyalty  and  obedience  to  his  majesty, 
and  motherly  affection  to  her  son,  being 
unwilling  to  connive  with,  or  wink  at  such 
unworthy  practices,  did  think  it  her  duty, 
to  represent  so  much  to  their  lordships,  and 
craves,  that  they  may  either  recommend 
the  care  of  his  education  to  such  persons  as 
shall  be  answerable  to  their  lordships,  or 
take  such  course  as  shall  secure  the  small 
fortune  to  him  during  his  minority,  and 
himself  in  such  principles  as  are  most  suit- 
able to  his  majesty's  government,  and  may 


have  from  several  concurring  accounts,  it    engage  him  in  loyalty  to  his  majesty  and 
appears  that  very  few  of  the  persons  here  |  bis  successors.'*    The  council  recommend 

named,  were  present  at  the  time  libelled,  or  ' 

any  way  concerned  in  that  attempt,  parti- 

cuWly  John  Archer,  .nd  sevend  others  I !  a^t  ^^^^l'^^]:_^''^,:^^^ 


could  name;   and  we  have  heard  before,  j  mnrkea.     Crawfurd,inhisHittorvof  Kenfrewr 

hat  the] 
och,  em 

Sle  Toe 
_,     ,.  ed  oy  John,  first  lord  Semple, 


that  they  had  no  preacher  among  them  to  !  8»»'J«»*f>\«»' that  there  wis  "a  collegiate  church 

'^  °  at  Locfawhvneoch,  commonly  called  the  roile|Ee 

of  Castle  Semple  (near  to  uie  house  <mF  Castle 


deliver  up,  and  Garret  was  not  killed  upon 

the  spot,  nor  mortally  wounded:    but  all 

these  things,  as  was  now  customary,  were 

tbrowa  in  to  accumulate  tlie  Vi\)«\,  a^vmal 


A.  D.  1605,**  "  in  honour  of  God  and  the  bleswd 
virgin ;  and  for  the  nroaperityof  king  James  the 
\  VN\  w^  ^vcfjMEtt  bisqaeen,  and  for  the  aool  of 
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it  to  the  bishop  of  Argyle,  and  the  lord 
HoM,  to  appoint  some  person  of  sound 
principles  and  loyalty,  to  be  pedagogue  to 
the  petitioner's  son.  I  know  no  more  of 
the  trouble  this  excellent  youth,  and  afteiv 
wards  great  man,  Mr  Kobert  Wylie,  his 
goremor,  met  with,  except  some  few  weeks' 
imprisonment  next  year.  They  could 
cdiaige  him  with  nothing,  but  his  dislike  of 
tiie  prelatical  way:  only,  August  15th,  the 
council  write  to  Dundonald,  *  that  he  cause 
present  Mr  Robert  Wylie  before  them, 
upon  the  1 1th  of  September,  to  answer  for 
his  haying  been  pedagogue  to  the  lord 
Semple  without  license,  and  order  him  to 
provide  a  governor  to  that  lord,  of  sound 
principles,  and  well  affected  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church.'  I  know  Mr  Wylie 
was  at  length  forced  to  take  some  otiier 
pupils,  and  went  abroad  with  them,  and 
improved  himself  to  those  great  measures 
of  all  solid  learning,  he  was  so  much  after- 
wards valued  for. 

April   3d,   Mr    Patrick   Anderson    late 

minister  at  ,  is  charged   before   the 

council,  that  in  the  years  1674,  5,  6,  7,  8, 
he  kept  conventicles  in  his  house  in  Potter- 
Row,  that  he  hath  conversed  and  corres- 
ponded with  Messrs  Welsh,  Williamson, 
Johnston,  and  other  intercommuned  per- 
sons. When  he  appeared  he  denied  the 
charge,  and  was  sent  to  the  Bass,  unless  he 
would  presently  find  caution,  under  the 
penalty  of  two  thousand  merks,  to  remove 
from  Edinburgh,  and  ^re  miles  round  it, 
and  that  he  shall  converse  n'ith  no  body 
but  those  of  his  own  family.  This  was  a 
very  hard  and  iniquitous  interdict. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  the  council, 
April  6th,  by  Mr  Alexander  Ross,  a  worthy 
minister  in  the  north,  <  that  whereas  he  is 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  several  orphans, 
whereof  he  is  tutor  and  curator,  and  he 
being  come  to  Edinburgh  about  their  af- 


Mnrgaret  Colvil  his  spouse,  ftc"  It  was  richly 
endowed  with  a  large  reTenur,  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  pr(>bend  and  three  chaplains,  for  cele- 
hrating  dirine  senrice.  It  is  now  *<  a  place  of 
sepulture  to  that  noble  family,  where  John,  lord  j 
Semple,  and  Janet  Colvil  his  lady,  lie  under  a 
monument  carrying  that  inHcription ;  as  also 
bis  successors  lie  in  a  vault  below  ground,  some 
€>f  them  in  leailen  coffins.**  Crawfurd*8  Hist, 
p.  20,  ed.  1Mb. 


fiurs,  the  seoond  night  after  he  was  _„ 
come  to  town,he  was  taken  out  of  his 
bed  by  the  to  wn-miy  or,  and  kept  close  prison^ 
er  in  the  tolbooth  these  four  months,  without 
any  thing  laid  to  his  charge  in  particular, 
whereby  the  affairs  of  the  minors  suffer 
very  much.'  The  council  are  so  sensible 
of  the  iniquity  of  this  procedure,  that  upon 
surety  given  for  his  living  peaceably,  and 
not  keeping  field-conventides,  they  order 
him  to  be  liberate,  and  appoint  the  magis- 
trates of  Edinburgh  to  take  caution  as 
above,  under  the  penalty  of  two  thousand 
merks. 

In  May  this  year,  the  two  conventicles 
were  which  made  most  noise,  and  I  come 
now  to  give  some  account  of  them,  and  the 
severities  which  followed-  Upon  the  14th 
of  May,  the  council  being  informed  of  a 
conventicle,  kept  in  the  parish  of  Cathcart, 
in  the  shire  of  Renfrew,  at  the  house  of  the 
Williamwood,  they  order  the  prisoners  to 
be  brought  into  Edinburgh.  Mr  John 
Campbell,  Mr  Matthew  Crawford,  and 
some  others  preached  there ;  the  ministers 
escaped,  but  the  meeting  was  dispersed,  and 
the  dragoons  pursued  the  common  people, 
took  a  great  number  of  plaids,  bibles,  and 
other  things  from  the  women  whom  they 
overtook,  and  upwards  of  sixty  men  prison- 
ers ;  they  were  all  of  them  common  country 
people  almost,  and  their  names  will  just 
now  come  in:  about  thirty-four  Glasgow 
people,  and  as  many  country  men,  were  car- 
ried in  prisoners  to  Glasgow,  where  they 
were  examined  by  the  lord  Ross  and  others, 
commissionate  for  that  end.  The  bond  was 
offered  to  them,  but  very  few  went  in  to  it, 
who  were  liberate.  The  rest,  after  some 
days'  imprisonment  there,  were  carried  in 
to  Edinburgh  under  a  strong  guard.  Upon 
the  28th  of  May,  I  find  a  decreet  passed  in 
council  against  them.  John  Bowie,  James, 
John,  and  Robert  Maxwels,  Darid  Crosbie, 
William  Niven  in  Shaws,  William  Urie, 
James  Lickprerick,  James  Blackwood,  Ro- 
bert Reid,  Darid  Fergusson,  William  Steven, 
Darid  Gray,  Archibald  Haddoway,  Mungo 
Cochran,  Robert  Hay,  and  many  others, 
being  called  to  give  their  oath  who  preach- 
ed, and  whom  they  saw  at  the  foresaid  con- 
venticle, and  they  refusing,  the  council 
banish  them  to  his  majesty's  plantations  in 
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the  Indies.  June  13th,  ■ome  sixteen 
1B78 

more  who  had  been  at  that  conven- 
ticle, are  banished  as  above;  and  Ralph 
Williamson  of  London  gives  security  to  the 
council,  to  transport  them  to  the  Indies, 
and  dispose  of  them  there  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, that  is,  sell  them  at  as  high  rates 
as  the  markets  would  allow,  and  gets  a 
warrant  to  receive  them  when  ready.  And 
to  g^ve  all  that  relates  to  this  together, 
after  they  had  continued  prisoners  till  No- 
vember, the  ship  comes  down  from  London 
to  receive  them;  and  they,  with  several 
others  in  prison  for  nonconformity,  are  sent 
off.  December  18th,  I  find,  the  council 
grant  warrant  to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  to 
send  a  party  to  receive  the  following  per- 
sons, prisoners  in  Edinburgh  and  the  Can- 
ongate,  who  are  to  be  transported  to  the 
pbmtations.  James  Maxwell  indweller  in 
Cathcart,  William  Niven  in  Eastwood,  John 
Maxwell  in  Cathcart,  Robert  Maxwell  there, 
William  Urie  there,  James  Lickprevick 
there,  James  Blackwood  in  Carmonnock, 
David  Corsbie  there,  Archibald  Haddoway 
in  Glasgow,  John  Bowie,  William  Hay, 
Mungo  Cochran,  William  Steven  there, 
David  Fei^guson  in  Bridge-end,  Edward 
Gray  there,  Robert  Rcid  in  Cathcart,  Mr 
Robert  Meikle  chaplain  to  Sir  James  Stu- 
art, Stephen  Porteous  tailor  in  Canongate, 
Patrick  Somerwell,  William  Ilackston  in 
Edinburgh,  Adam  Stobie  of  Luscar,  James 
Mosman  of  Moiwt,  William  Laing,  John 
Cavers,  Mr  John  Harroway,  Robert  Dykes, 
John  and  William  Newmans,  James  Miller 
in  Kirkaldy,  George  Alexander  in  New- 
burgh,  David  Barclay  in  Cowquhalty,  Gil- 
bert Mamock  chapman,  John  Clark  writer 
in  Edinburgh,  Thomas  Mowbray  in  Kirk- 
liston, Alexander  Stuart,  James  Law,  John 
Fairbaim  there,  William  Angus  in  Aber- 
com,  James  Brown,  Robert  Panton  in  Dal- 
menie,  Richard  Clydesdale,  Mr  Adam  Aber- 
com  chaplain  to  the  lady  Cavers,  William 
Tumbull  brother  to  Bewlie,  ^—  Cun- 
nini^ham  cook  to  the  earl  of  Strathmore, 
William  Temple  in  Linton,  and  Mr  Alex- 
ander Pedin,  prisoners  in  Edinburgh,  and 
James  Pryde,  John  Anderson  servant  to 
George  Wingate  in  Glasgow,  John  Cam- 
ming there,  Robert  Reid  wright  in  Lang- 
u'de,  Arthur  Dougal,  William  Rae  \n  0\aa. 


gow,  Thomas  Govan,  William  Oovbii,  Alo- 
ander  Anderson  servants,  John  Gnhsu^ 
Alexander  Buchanan,  John  Bnchanan,  Aa, 
drew  Brown,  Walter  M^Gechan,  John  Uii^ 
Daniel  M'Donald,  Gabriel  Thomaon  bniw 
chant  in  Glasgow,  David  Kid,  John  Arnold 
John  Jervie  in  Falkirk,  and  John  Bae ;  aai 
deliver  them  to  Edward  Johnaton,  master 
of  the  St  Michael  of  Scarborough,  now  ly- 
ing at  Leith.  Accordingly,  they  were  d^ 
livered  to  the  said  Johnston,  for  the  bchosf 
of  the  forenamed  Williamson,  who  was  to 
carry  them  to  Viiginia,  where  they  were  to 
continue  in  servitude  for  life,  the  most  pait 
of  them  for  being  present  at  one  field  con- 
venticle. I  have  the  account  which  fol- 
lows, from  one  of  themselves.  Their  p»- 
sage  betwixt  Leith  and  Gravesend  wm 
pretty  tedious,  and  they  were  five  days 
longer  before  they  reached  that  place  than 
was  concerted;  and  when  they  came,  Mr 
W'illiamson  was  not  there.  Mr  Johnston, 
who  had  them  to  aliment,  would  not  take 
that  chaige  any  longer ;  and  so,  after  wait- 
ing some  little  time  for  Williamson,  and  he 
not  coming,  he  set  them  ashore,  and  left 
them  to  shift  for  themselves.  The  country 
M'ere  very  kind  to  them,  when  they  knew 
the  cause  of  their  sufferings ;  and  they  ge- 
nerally got  home  safe,  after  they  had  b^n 
absent  from  their  houses  about  nine  months. 
W^e  shall  meet  with  several  of  them  fiiUing 
afterwards  into  the  hands  of  the  perse- 
cutors. 

The  other  conventicle  over  against  the 
Bass,  was  likewise  in  the  month  of  May. 
The  deputy-governor  of  the  Bass  having 
accx)unt8  of  it,  came  upon  the  meeting  with 
about  forty  soldiers,  and  about  twenty 
country  people,  whom  they  forced  along 
with  them.  When  they  came  near  the 
meeting,  the  people  resolved  to  sit  close, 
and  stay  upon  the  place,  and  offer  no  vio- 
lence to  the  soldiers,  unless  they  disturbed 
them;  and  in  that  case,  they  resolved  to 
defend  themselves.  The  soldiers  came  up, 
and  commanded  the  people  to  dismiss  in  the 
king's  name.  Some  who  were  next  to 
them  answered, '  They  honoured  the  king 
but  were  resolved  to  hear  the  word  of  God 
when  preached  to  them.'  At  which  one  of 
the  soldiers  struck  at  a  man  that  was  near- 
\e«XViicoL\  ^\i«c«vi^n  a  strong  able  country 
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wiih  a  ttaffy  ttnick  the  foldier  to  the 
inHukL  When  they  were  thus  engaged^ 
Am  men  upon  that  aide  of  the  meetings  came 
toad  oompassed  the  foldien,  and  disarmed 
tkem,  and  sent  them  off.  I  find  from  let- 
ten  at  this  timey  that  none  of  the  soldiers 
were  killed,  except  one  who  was  shot. 
Two  of  the  persons  at  the  conventicle  were 
taken  that  day,  and  sent  prisoners  to  Had- 
fington,  and  some  time  afterward  some 
■MMre.  For  being  at  this  conventicle  James 
Laannont  was  executed.  His  trial  and 
■entence  was  mightily  cried  out  upon. 
Some  papers  before  me  say,  he  was  once 
assoilzied  by  the  jury,  but  bishop  Sharp 
being  peremptory  that  he  must  die,  moved 
llie  advocate  to  threaten  them  with  the 
vtmoet  severity ;  and  at  length  they  were 
pnevailed  with  to  bring  him  in  guilty.  It 
IB  plain  enough,  that  James  w^as  entirely 
tne  of  killing  that  soldier,  and  the  assize 
sustained  the  probation  that  he  had  no  ac- 
cess to  the  soldier's  death,  and  he  was  exe- 
cuted merely  upon  personal  presence.  But 
that  the  reader  may  have  a  full  view  of 
this  matter,  which  made  such  a  noise  at 
this  time,  fitmi  the  fountain,  I  shall  insert 
as  short  an  abstract  as  I  can  give  of  thb 
trial,  from  the  justiciary  records.  The  jus- 
tice court,  consisting  of  lord  Carrington 
JQStice^nera],  lords  Collington,  Strathurd, 
GastlehiU,*  Forret,  and  Newton,  sat  Sep- 
tember 11th.  The  prisoners  brought  before 
them  were  James  and  George  Learmonts, 
William  Temple,  Robert  Hepburn  in  East 
Fenton,  William  Bryson  younger  in  Dun- 
bar. The  libel  against  them  by  the  king's 
advocate  is  read,  bearing,  '  that  the  prison- 
ers, on  the  5th  day  of  May  last,  or  some  or 


?  Mr  Wodrow  in  hit  **  additions*' baa  inserted 
the  following  article  which  is  introduced  here 
as  its  proper  place.  "  As  to  the  process  against 
Jftmes  Learmond,  1  have  certain  information 
which  may  be  depended  apon,  that  my  lord 
Castlehill>  though  nis  name  be  marlced  in  the  re- 
gisters, when  that  process  came  before  the  justi- 
ciarv,  and  he  was  present,  yet  his  lordship  was 
•o  disaatisfied  with  what  he  saw  in  design  against 
that  good  man,  that  he  left  the  justiciary  court, 
and  went  to  the  country.  When  as  hath  been 
obserred,  the  lords  could  not  agree,  the  first  diet, 
upon  the  sentence  of  death,  which  my  lord  Cas- 
tlehSil  very  much  opposed,  the  matter  was  de- 
layed till  next  day,  when  the  weight  of  an  act  of 
conneil  was  to  be  thrown  in  upon  them.  That 
day  my  lord  ordered  his  coach  to  be  ready,  being 
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Other  of  the  days  of  that  month,  with 
the  number  of  a  thousand  or  thereby, 
did  assemble  or  convocate  on  the  hills  of 
Whitekirk,  in  the  sight  and  view  of  the  garri- 
son of  the  Bass :  and  the  governor  having  sent 
forth  a  party,  under  the  conmiand  of  ensign 
Charles  Maitland,  and  in  the  king's  name 
required  them  to  dismiss,  and  promised  that 
none  of  them  should  be  made  prisoners  if 
they  would  dismiss;  they  most  insolently 
did  invade  and  assault  the  said  Charies  and 
his  party,  and  did  wound  several  of  them 
with  halberds  and  swords,  and  did  cruelly 
murder  and  kill  the  deceased  John  Hogg, 
one  of  the  party,  having  his  majesty's  livery 
upon  his  back ;  and  had  undoubtedly  mur- 
dered the  said  Charles,  and  the  rest  of  his 
majesty's  soldiers,  if  they  had  not  betaken 
themselves  to  flight  Of  which  crimes  they 
and  ilk  one  of  them  are  art  and  part,  and 
being  found  proven,  they  ought  to  be  pun- 
ished with  the  pains  of  death.'  In  the 
entry,  the  advocate  passeth  horn  Hepburn 
and  Bryson,  reserving  to  himself  to  pursue 
them  for  field  conventicles  before  the  coun- 
ciL  Mr  David  Thoirs,  advocate  for  the 
pannels,  pleads,  stiU  denying  the  libel,  that 
the  defenders'  simple  presence  in  a  crowd 
of  a  thousand  persons,  will  not  make  them 
guilty;  and  offers,  before  the  lords  of  justi- 
ciary, to  prove  that  the  pannels  came  un- 
armed, and  that  others,  now  declared  fugi- 
tives, were  seen  to  strike  the  defunct  with 
swords  and  halberds,  and  that  the  defenders 
did  retire  before  the  engagement.  The 
king's  advocate  replies,  that  field  conventi- 
cles are  rendezvouses  of  rebellion,  and  the 
pannels'  presence  there  in  arms  is  enough, 
which  he  undertakes  to  prove.    Siln  inym' 


determined  to  leave  the  justiciary,  and  go  to  his 
country-house,  if,  aftnrne  had  offered  his  rea- 
sons against  so  iniquitous  a  sentence,  he  could 
not  prevail.  Accordingly,  after  reasoning  against 
it,  when  he  found  all  to  no  purpose,  and  the  mat- 
ter resolved  on,  he  left  them  and  vrent  to  the 
conntrv.  The  accounts  of  my  lord's  carriage  in 
this  affair,  were  immediately  sent  up  to  court, 
and  my  lord  Castlehill  was  straight  turned  out 
of  his  place  in  the  justiciary,  and  was  not  restor- 
ed for  three  or  four  years,  when,  upon  a  turn  in 
the  ministrv,  he  was  taken  In  again.  I  could  not 
but  insert  tnis  here  in  justice  to  my  lord*8  me- 
mory, and  as  a  new  evidence  of  the  injustice  of 
this  time.  In  removing  a  judge  for  acting  accord- 
ing to  law  and  reason,  when  those  did  not  agree 
with  the  measures  laid  down  by  tha  managers. 
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taU.  The  lords  fHTe  their  interlocutor 
^  ^"^  upon  this  part  of  the  debate,  and  find* 
*  ihat  presence  at  unlawful  meetings  of  field 
conventicles  with  arms,  at  which  the  slaugh- 
ter was  committed,  or  giving  counsel  and 
command  in  words  to  this  purpose,  "  Let 
there  be  no  cowards  here  this  day.  Sirs,  and 
let  these  M'ho  have  arms  go  out  foremost,"  or 
the  like  expressions,  relevant,  and  remit  the 
same  to  probation.  When  the  probation  is 
led,  James  Bflanderston  in  North  Berwick 
depones,  that  he  saw  the  pannel,  James 
L^rmont,  at  a  field  conventicle.  May  5th, 
that  he  had  no  arms,  but  that  he  heard  him 
say, '  Let  no  cowards  be  here  to  day,  but 
let  such  as  have  arms  go  out  to  the  fore- 
side;'  that  he  saw  William  Temple  there 
with  a  sword.  Another  of  the  iiitnesses 
depones,  he  saw  James  Learmont  ride  out 
and  view  the  king's  party,  and  said, '  They 
were  but  few,  let  there  be  no  cowards,'  &c 
Another  depones,  William  Temple  had  a 
sword  upon  his  arm ;  that  when  once  they 
were  engaged,  the  confusion  was  such,  of  a 
hundred  to  one,  that  no  distinct  account 
can  be  given.  After  the  probation  is  over, 
the  assise  bring  in  their  verdict  to-morrow, 
as  follows.* 


*  **  The  assize  being  enclosed,  nnd  Bull,  s 
Wright,  was  elected  their  chancellor,  and  the 
first  verdict  that  they  returned  was  that  they 
found  them  guilty  of  being  present  at  a  field  con- 
venticle ;  but  the  advocate,  the  archbishop  of  St 
Andrews,  and  the  justices  being  very  dissatisfied 
with  this  impertinent  return,  they  were  com- 
manded back  and  re-enclosed  (after  they  had 
gone  abroad)  to  amend  their  verdict,  'i'he  se- 
cond time  they  came  out  adhering  to  the  former. 
They  were  thrust  in  the  third  time  and  threat- 
ened* by  the  advocate  with  an  assize  of  error  if 
they  corrected  not  their  verdict.  At  last  thev  re- 
tume«l  by  their  verdict   that  they  were   i)oth 

fuilty.*'-^Fountainhair8  Decisions,  vol.  I.  18. 
le  adds,  **  that  the  sentence  was  thought  a 
terrible  stretch  of  what  was  formerly  esteemed 
law,  and  a  great  shake  to  the  security  of  men's 
lives  and  fortunes,  and  a  most  arbitrnry  decision.** 
Such  was  the  purity  of  our  criminal  adminis- 
tration, and  such  the  spirit  of  jurymen  under 
the  direction  of  the  prelates.  We  find  a  very  cu- 
rious instance  of  the  same  nature  in  the  trial  of 
the  celebrated  William  Peun  and  others  before 
the  king's  bench  at  London  in  the  year  H>70, 
which  we  shall  auote  as  illustrative  of  the  debas- 
ed state  of  public  justice  at  this  dark  period  of 
our  nationtd  annals.  The  reader  will  observe 
that  the  English  jury  showed  more  principle 
and  spirit  tlmn  the  $>c4>ttish;  for  which  no  one 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  public  affairs  in 
Kntfland  in  1(770,  and  in  Scotland  in  1 078  will 
£nd  any  difficulty  in  rendering  a  fa\r  accouTvt. 


<  The  fifteen  sworn  men,  passing  npos 
the  aasiie  of  the  pannek  libelled,  via.  Jsmi 
Learmont  and  William  Temple,  the  iiid 
assiae  having  read  and  considered  the  liM 
interiocntor,  and  the  deposition  of  witness; 
and  having  therein  ripely  adviaed,  find  Wil- 
liam Temple  guilty  of  being  at  the  coDffla> 
tide  libelled,  near  the  place  where  the  nsa 
was  killed,  with  a  sword  under  his  sm, 
bat  not  drawn:  as  also,  they  find  Jssbcs 
Learmont  not  only  guilty  of  presence,  but 
of  words,  conform  to  the  depositions  d 
m^tnesses;  and  this  with  one  nnanioww 
voice  of  the  assise.  Signed  at  Edlnbuijli, 
September  12th,  1676.' 

*  Robert  Buli^  Chanc' 

When  this  is  read,  the  advocate  declares 
he  deserts  the  diet  against  Geoi^ge  Learmont 
Several  others,  alleged  to  be  concerned  in 
this  business,  Sherifi^,  Cowan,  Dawsoo, 
Brock,  Miller,  and  Bull,  being  often  called, 
and  not  compearing,  are  declared  fiigitiTM, 
and  put  to  the  horn.  The  court  pronounce 
no  sentence  this  day  against  the  two  pss- 
nels.  It  seems  they  wanted  direction  what 
to  do  in  so  lame  a  probation,  and  behored 
to  have  an  act  of  council  to  lead  them  in 


William  Penn  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  on 
the  4th  and  5th  of  September,  1670^  for  the  crime 
of  preaching  in  one  of  the  streets  of  Loudoo. 
'ITie  jury,  greatly  to  their  irredit,  returned  no 
other  verdict  than  this :  **  that  the  priaoncr  was 
ffuilty  of  speaking  in  Graoechurcb  street." 
rive  several  times  were  they  sent  back  by  the 
mayor  and  recorder,  and  fire  dlffinmit  thnea  did 
thry  return  the  same  verdict ;  till  at  last  the 
judges  after  every  effort  to  browbeat  the  jury 
were  obliged  to  satisfy  themselves  with  inllkrt- 
ing  a  heavy  fine  on  Penn  for  contempt  of  court 
in  retaining  his  hat  on  in  their  presenre.  Hi^i 
hat  had  l>een,  as  usual  in  such  caaea,  taken  off 
by  the  officer  at  the  door,  but  the  court  ordered 
it  to  be  put  on  again  in  order  that  ihty  mieht 
have  a  charge  against  the  primiuer  for  dedinlni^ 
to  remove  it  voluntarily.— The  following  sprri- 
men  of  the  dialogue  that  passed  on  this  celebrated 
occasion  between  the  court  and  jury  and  iUe  pri* 
soner,  affords  a  very  melancholy  niastratlon  ef 
the  character  of  those  unhappy  times;  and  it 
may  teach  us  a  lesson  of  gratitude  that  we  enjoy 
a  purer  and  more  benign  administration. 

**Recorder,  *  'i'he  question  is,  are  you  guilty  of 
this  indictment?* 

Penn,  *  The  ouestion  is  not  whether  1  am 
I  guilty  of  this  inoictment,  but  whetlxer  this  in- 
dictment be  legal  ?  It  is  too  general  and  im- 
perfect an  answer  to  say  it  is  the  common  law. 
unless  we  knew  both  where  and  what  it  is ;  for 
where  there  is  no  law  there  is  no  transgression, 
%xA>^X\«c<i«  ^Kich  is  not  in  bein^  U  so  far 
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liie  mmtter,  thoogli  1  find  nothing  of  it  in 
tlie  conndtbooks.  Next  day,  September 
13thy  I  find  what  follows  recorded  in  the 
'  hwiku  of  justiciary.  '  The  lords  of  his  ma- 
'  jea^s  priyy  council  hayings  called  for  the 
criminal  process  against  James  Learmont, 
and  William  Temple,  pannels,  they  sent 
the  earls  of  Murray  and  Linlithgow,  the 
lords  Roes  and  CoUington,  four  of  their 
nomber,  to  intimate  to  the  lords  commis- 
mooers  of  justiciary,  that  their  lordships 
liad  considered  the  same  process,  interiocu- 
tOTy  and  TO^ict  of  assize,  and  that  they 
were  well  satisfied  with  the  whole  proce- 
dure in  that  affiiir,  and  recommended  to  the 
•aid  lords,  that  justice  should  be  speedily 
done  upon  the  said  pannels :  and  the  said 
lords  of  the  justiciary  having  considered 
tiie  verdict  of  the  assize,  against  the  said 
James  Learmont  and  William  Temple,  to- 
gether with  the  recommendation  made  to 
them  by  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  priyy 
eoancil;  they,  by  the  mouth  of  William 
Anld  dempster  of  the  said  court,  decerned 
and  adjudged  the  said  James  Learmont  to 


from  bdnr  common,  that  it  !•  no  law  at 
a]l.' 

Jiec,  <  You  are  an  impertinent  fellow :  will 
jtm  teach  the  court  what  law  is?  It  is  /er  mm 
9criftta,  that  which  many  haTe  studied  SO  or  40 
years  to  know ;  and  would  you  have  me  to  tell 
yon  in  a  moment  ?' 

Penru  *  Certainly,  if  the  common  law  he  so 
bard  to  be  understood,  it  is  far  from  being  very 
common  ;  hut  if  the  lord  Cook  in  his  institutes, 
be  of  any  consideration,  he  tells  us,  that  common 
law  is  oommoo  right ;  and  that  common  right 
is  the  great  charter  privilege,  confirmed  9  Hen. 
t,  29.  85  Edw.  1,  1.  2  £dw.  S,  8.  p.  5G.' 

Rec,  *  Sir.  you  are  a  troublesome  fellow,  and 
ift  is  not  for  the  honour  of  the  court  to  suffer  you 
to  go  on.* 

Penn.  *  I  have  asked  hut  one  question,  and 
you  haTe  not  answered  me ;  tluMigh  the  rights 
sad  priYileges  of  every  Englishman  be  concern- 

Bee.  <  If  I  should  suffer  you  to  ask  questions 
till  to-morrow  morning,  you  would  be  never  the 
wiser.' 

Itenn.   'That  is  according  as  the   answers 


be  taken  to  the  Grasa-maricet  of  Edin- 


167a 


Rec.  *  Take  him  away :  my  lord,  if  you  take 
not  some  coarse  with  this  pestilent  fellow  to 
■top  his  mouth,  we  shall  not  Im  able  to  do  any 
thing  to.night.' 

Jlfovor.  '  Take  him  away :  take  him  away ; 
tarn  aim  into  the  bale  dock,    (instantly  done.) 

Clerk.  *  Are  you  agreed  upon  your  verdict  ?* 

Jury,  <  Yes.'  Clerk.  *  Who  shall  speak  for 
yon?' 

Jury,  *  Our  foreman.* 

Clerk.  *  What  sav  you  ?  I^Mk  upon  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar.    Is  he  gnilty  of  the  matter 


burgh,  upon  Friday  the  87th  of  Sep- 
tember, betwixt  two  and  four  in  the  after- 
noon, and  there  to  have  his  head  severed 
firom  his  body,  and  his  moveables,  goods, 
and  gear  to  be  escheat,  and  brought  in  for 
his  majesty's  use ;'  which  was  pronounced 
for  doom.  '  The  lords  commissioners  of 
justiciary  continue  pronouncing  doom  a- 
gainst  William  Temple,  until  the  second 
Monday  of  November  next.  And,  Novem- 
ber 16Ui,  I  find  William  Temple  appears 
before  the  justiciary,  and  produces  a  peti- 
tion he  had  gpven  to  the  privy  council,  with 
the  deliverance  following.  Edinburgh,  No- 
vember 7th,  the  lords  of  his  miyesty's  privy 
council  having  considered  the  within  written 
petition,  recommended  to  the  commissioDen 
of  justiciary,  to  pronounce  sentence  of  ban- 
ishment upon  the  petitioner,  unto  his  majes- 
ty's plantations  in  the  Indies,  he  always 
enacting  himself  in  the  books  of  adjournal, 
that  he  shall  never  return  to  this  kingdom, 
under  the  pain  of  death,  which  was  pro- 
nounced for  doom.' 


whereof  be  stands  indicted  in  manner  and  form 
as  aforesaid,  or  not  guiltv  ?' 

Foreman.  *  William  Tenn  is  guilty  of  speak- 
ing in  Graceohurcb  street.' 

Mayor.  *  To  an  unlawful  assembly  ?* 

Biufiel.  *  No,  my  lord,  we  give  no  other  ver> 
diet  than  what  we  gave  last  night ;  we  have  no 
other  verdict  to  give.' 

Mayor.  *  You  are  a  factious  fellow,  1 11  take 
a  course  with  }ou.* 

Blood.  *  1  knew  Mr  Busbd  woold  not 
yield.* 

Bushel,  *  Sir  Thomas,  1  have  done  according 
to  my  conscience.' 

Mayor.  *  That  conseienco  of  yours  would  cot 
my  throat.' 

Bushel.  *  No,  my  lord,  it  never  shall.' 

Mayor.  *  But  1  will  cut  yours  so  soon  as  I  can.' 

Hec.  *  He  has  inspired  the  jury ;  he  has  the 
spirit  of  divination  ;  roethinks  1  feel  him  ;  I  will 
have  a  positive  verdict,  or  you  shall  starve  for  it.' 

Penn.  *  It  is  intolerable  that  my  jury  should 
be  thus  menaced.* 

Rec.  *  My  lord,  you  must  take  a  course  with 
that  same  fellow. ' 

Mayor.  *  Stop  his  mouth ;  jailor,  bring  feU 
ters,  and  stake  him  to  the  ground.' 

Penn.  *  Do  your  pleasure,  1  matter  not  your 
fetters.' 

Rec.  *  Till  now  I  never  understood  the  rea- 
son of  the  policy  and  prudence  of  the  Spaniards 
in  suffering  the  InquiUtion  among  them;  and 
certainly  it  will  never  be  well  with  us,  till 
something  like  unto  the  Spsnish  Inquisition 
be  in  England.'  "—The  People's  ancient  and  just 
Liberties  asserted  in  the  Trial  of  William  Fenn 
and  William  Mead,  at  the  Old  Bailey  1G70;  in 
tha  Phatnix,  voL  U  ^  SO^  ko £d. 


480 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  a 


Reflections  upon  this  proceM  are  fo 
1678.  ^^^  obvious,  that  I  enter  not  upon 
them.  It  appears  to  me,  that  William  Temple, 
according  to  their  own  la^'s,  is  more  guUty 
than  James  Learmont,  being  at  the  meeting 
with  arms,  whereas  the  other  had  none ;  and 
their  laws  as  yet,  did  not  make  the  simple 
presence  without  arms  death.  Further,  we 
see  that  the  justiciary,  the  supreme  court 
in  criminals,  must  act  just  as  directed  by 
the  council,  in  every  step,  and  receive  their 
orders  upon  the  matter  from  them:  and 
thus  as  the  council  assumed  a  parliament- 
ary power  in  making  la^'s,  they  take  to 
themselves  a  criminal  power  over  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  the  subjects,  and  every  thing 
valuable  was  subjected  to  them  in  this  sad 
period.  According  to  this  severe  sentence, 
this  good  man  James  Learmont  was  execute 
ed,  as  above.  He  was  a  chapman:  his 
speech  at  his  death,  as  well  as  a  large  paper 
he  left  behind  him,  are  already  printed  in 
the  last  edition  of  Naphthali,  and  so  I  shall 
not  swell  this  history  with  them.  There  is 
one  passage  I  shall  add,  to  show  the  iniquity 
of  this  sentence,  besides  what  appears  from 
the  process,  and  it  fully  proves  his  freedom 
from  any  share  in  the  death  of  the  soldier 
who  was  killed.  An  aged  and  reverend 
minister,  yet  alive,  assures  me,  that  eight 
or  nine  years  after  this,  he  was  called  to 
see  a  dying  man,  who  told  him,  a  very  few 
hours  before  his  death,  he  was  one  who  was 
concerned  in  the  death  of  that  soldier  that 
was  killed  at  this  time,  and  that  it  had 
been  matter  of  the  deepest  exercise  to  him 
how  to  carry  when  he  heard  of  James  Lear- 
mont*s  sentence,  and  whether  it  was  his 
duty  to  offer  himself,  as  having  in  his  own 
defence  killed  the  man,  in  order  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  life  of  bis  neighbour,  who 
indeed  was  not  any  ways  concerned  in  it, 
or  present  at  it 

To  return  again  to  a  few  other  particu- 
lars ;  towards  the  end  of  May,  I  find  infor- 
mations come  in  to  the  council  of  frequent 
house-conventicles;  and  in  Edinburgh  se- 
veral persons  are  fined  in  small  fines,  com- 
paratively to  what  had  been  in  some  of  the 
former  years. 

June  20th,  a  petition  is  presented  to  the 
council  by  Oeoige  Hume  of  Kimmei^ham, 
Mad  Jean  Hume  lady  Aytoa,shoYr'\n|^,i\AX 


the  council,  by  their  sentence  in  HanAki^ 
ordered  the  petitionera  to  be  1 1— — '"tr* 
dose  prisoners  in  the  castle  of  Edinb«|lv 
conform  to  the  act  of  periiamcnt  wffkA 
clandestine  marriages ;  and  the  said  Jam  ti 
pay  a  thousand  merks  to  the 
derghaist  pursuer;  that  they  have 
ued  till  now  in  prison,  end  are  ready  JHl 
now  to  pay  the  fine,  and  what  shaD  b 
imposed,  for  pious  uses  irithin  the  psriA. 
The  council  order  them  to  be  libcnti^k 
regard  they  have  paid  the  fine  of  a  thooiai 
merks,  and  consigned  seven  hondred  nl 
fifty  merks  for  pious  uses. 

The  coundl,  upon  August  1st,  have  le> 
fore  them  James  Miller  in  KJrkaUy,  Thvi 
Barclay,  Robert  BAamock,  and  seven  tr 
eight  more,  who  are  charged  with  harisp 
been  present  at  field-conventides,  since  As 
last  indemnity  1674,  at 
Ravensheugh,  Kinkel,  Kinloch, 
och,  Falkland,  Cdlessie,  Kirkaldy,  FUh- 
head  of  Kiricaldy,  deish,  Kinross,  Kenas- 
way,  Ardary,  DaJgety,  Laigo^  Kettle,  Ci^Br, 
Monsie,  Kirictoun,  Lathons,  Kilquhonchsr, 
West-bams,  Glenval,  Borro  wstonness,  Kirk- 
liston, Queensferry,  Dunbar,  East-bans, 
Whitehill,  Whitekirk-hill,  Dundee,  Sand, 
ford,  Pittenweem,  and  other  places,  and 
there  to  have  heard  Messrs  Welsh,  Araot, 
Semple,  Williamson,  Johnston,  Wishart, 
Gillespie,  Erskine,  Donaldson,  Rae,  Hume, 
Weir,  Wedderbum,  Law,  or  some  other 
outed  ministers.  They  compeared  person- 
ally, and  refused  to  give  their  oath  whom 
they  saw  at  these  conventicles,  and  what 
they  knew  about  them.  The  council 
banish  them  to  the  plantations,  and  order 
them  to  lie  in  prison,  until  some  opportun- 
ity to  transport  them  offer.  August  14th, 
Thomas  Kcnnedie  of  Grange  compears  be- 
fore the  council,  and  confesses  he  was  pre- 
sent at  one  conventicle  last  year.  They 
fine  him  in  eight  hundred  merks  to  be  pre- 
sently paid,  and  upon  payment  of  it  he  u 
dismissed.  Next  day  the  council  write  a 
letter  to  the  bailie  of  Maybole  in  the  shire 
of  Ayr,  signifying,  that  they  are  informed 
there  was  a  numerous  conventicle,  the  4tfa 
of  August,  in  the  muir  of  Garholm,  near 
that  place,  at  which  there  were  many  men 
in  arms,  who  did  nuurch  in  formed  troops 
^^«iAcAmY»m\  %a&jiT«ci^;iirs  some  penom 
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Jp  eome  in  and  give  the  council  an  account    the  soldiers  were  judges,  to  have  their 
vW  what  they  know  in  that  matter.    I  find  ,  papers  seized,  and  many  times  when 


'  JM  oooncil  do  no  more  ahout  it  The 
|*|pM  day  the  magistrates  of  Ayr  are  ordered 
j^  Mise  Mr  John  Cunningham,  chamber- 
njUb  to  the  laird  of  Entrekin,  for  harbour- 
H^^  Bfr  John  Welsh  in  his  house.  Upon 
^Jfcytiinilier  1 1th,  the  council  call  before  them 


/niriGk  M'Dougal  of  French,  Thomas  Hay    September  12th,  the  council  go  on  in  their 


they  themselves  were  absent  They  like- 
wise at  the  same  time  ordain, '  that  in  cases 
when  persons  give  bond  to  live  orderly, 
caution  be  likewise  found  to  present  the 
persons  of  the  delinquents  when  called  for, 
under  a  particular  penalty.*     Next  day. 


'«f  PaikfJohn  Blair  of  Dunskey,  Andrew 
'.  Agnew  of  Sheucham,  and  Mr  James  Lawrie 
'«f  French,  as  being  guilty  of  house  and 
*  §M  conventicles,  and  resetting  of  Mr  John 
'  Welsh  and  Mr  Amot     Andrew  Agnew 
■nd  John  Blair  compeared,  and  denied  the 
'  ciiaige  upon  oath,  and  were  assoilzied.  The 
'  ctimcil  supersede  the  extracting    letters 
■gainst  the  other  three,  being  absent    The 
same  day  Alexander  Veitch  of  Glen,  Wil- 
liam Veitch  tenant  to  Glencranston,  Adam 
Rnssel  late  bailie  of  Peebles,  are  cited  be- 
fore the  council,  for  house  and  field-conven- 
tidea.     The  first  is  absent,  and  the  lords 
grant  certification  against  him;  the  other 
two  appear,  and  are  assoilzied.    This  same 
day»  I  find  a  letter  firom  the  king,  of  the 
daie  September  4th,  bearing,  '  that  there 
waa  an  humble  address  made  to  him,  that 
Sir  Patrick  Hume  of  Polwart,  because  of 
hia  present  indisposition,  may  be  removed 
firom  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh  to  a  more 
healthful  prison;  and  requiring  the  coun- 
dl  to  send  him,  under  a  guard,  to  the  castle 
of  Dumbarton,  with  orders  to  the  captain 
to  keep  him  close  prisoner.*     This  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  done  next  Monday.    This 
gentleman  had  been  under  confinement  now 
for  some  years,  for  his  gallant  appearances 


care  against  conventicles:  '  and  to  prevent 
disorders  in  the  shire  of  Fife,  a  squad  of 
the  guards,  and  twenty  foot  with  them,  are 
ordered  to  quarter  at  Cupar,  and  execute 
such  orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the 
council,  their  committee,  or  the  major^n- 
eral.  And  the  council  being  informed,  liiat 
divers  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  Kiric- 
aldy  have  deserted  the  kirk,  and  haunted 
conventicles,  order  the  magistrates  of  that 
burgh  to  proceed  against  such  of  the  inhabi- 
tants as  they  think  fit,  according  to  acts  of 
parliament,  and  to  delate  the  names  of  the 
rest  to  the  council  against  October  next.' 
At  that  same  diet,  they  send  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  the  magistrates  of  Dundee,  for 
their  discovering  a  conventicle,  and  seizing 
the  preacher,  and  acquaint  them  that  the 
preacher  is  to  be  brought  into  Edinburgh, 
and  recommend  it  to  them  to  proceed  against 
the  hearers,  by  fining,  confining,  or  impris- 
oning, conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament 
By  a  letter  to  the  marquis  of  Douglas,  they 
acquaint  him  that  John  Haddoway  his 
chamberlain,  and  James  and  William  Cle- 
lands,  sons  to  Thomas  Cleland  his  gamer- 
keeper,  having  been  before  the  council, 
February  1677,  for  being  at  conventicles 
and  other  disorders;  and  some  witnesses 


and  fireedom  of  speech  in  parliament,  and    are  examined,  and  the  process  delayed,  and 


his  opposing  the  garrisons  he  thought  il- 
legal 

At  this  diet  the  council  spend  much  time 
about  conventicles,  and  come  to  this  resolu- 
tion, besides  what  they  had  done  before. 
*  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
ordain,  that  when  warrants  shall  be  given 
hereafter  for  apprehending  persons  guilty 
of  conventicles,  resetting  rebels,  and  such 
like  disorders,  that  the  major-general  have 
warrant  to  give  orders  to  search  for  arms 
and  papers,  and  that  they  be  seized.'  This 
was  a  very  great  hardship  to  gentiemen  and 


his  lordship's  bond  taken  to  produce  them 
when  called ;  they  being  now  to  go  on  in 
that  process,  they  desire  him  to  exhibit 
them,  the  27th  instant,  conform  to  his  bond. 
In  another  letter  to  the  marquis  that  same 
day,  they  acquaint  him,  '  that  being  in- 
formed of  the  vacancy  of  the  kirk  of  Dou- 
glas, and  that  the  people  of  that  parish  live 
disorderly,  they  desire  he  may  plant  that 
kirk  with  some  regular  orthodox  minister, 
and  take  advice  of  his  grace  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow,  to  whom  they  have  recom- 
mended the  planting  of  it,  if  he  does  it  not 


othen^  upon  church-irregukrities,  of  which    speedily.'    September  1 3th,  James  Mosman 
II.  ^^ 
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tenant  to  the  laird  of  Caven,  and 


William  Laing,  and  some  others,  are 
cited,  for  heing  at  houae  and  field-oonventi- ' 
dee,  where  Mr  Welsh,  Mr  Amot,  Bfr  Trail, ' 
Mr  Blackadder,  Mr  Williamson,  and  other 
outed  ministers  preached.  The  said  James 
Mosman  is  fined  in  1000  merks,  William 
Laing  and  another  in  500  merks  a-piece,  and 
six  or  seven  more  in  100  merks  per  piece; 
and  the  council  declare  they  shall  be  trans- 
ported, if  they  pay  not  their  fines  respec- 
tively against  November  next  to  come. 
Mr  John  Harroway  appears  before  them 
the  same  day.  The  council  find,  that  though 
he  never  received  lawful  ordination,  he 
hath  taken  upon  him  to  preach  and  exer- 
cise other  functions  of  the  ministry,  at 
Leith,  Culross,  Dunfermline;  and  hath 
baptized,  and  married  several  persons.  He  ' 
owned  he  had  been  ordained  by  presbyterian 
ministers,  and  that  he  had  kept  conventi- 
cles ;  but  refusing  to  declare  upon  oath 
who  ordained  him,  and  who  were  present 
when  he  preached,  the  council  banish  him 
to  the  plantations,  and  order  him  to  be 
kept  in  prison  till  he  be  transported.  The 
■ame  day,  Robert  Dick  merchant  and  salt- 
grieve  in  Prestonpans,  is  cited  before  the 
council,  for  being  present  at  one  conven- 
ticle upon  Pentland-hills.  No  probation 
was  brought,  and  he  refusing  to  depone 
thereancntyis  held  as  confessed,  and  baniibed 
to  the  plantations.  At  the  same  diet,  the 
council  give  orders  to  the  earl  of  Linlith- 
gow, to  cause  apprehend  and  bring  in 
prisoners,  the  persons  lately  present  at  a 
field-conventicle  near  the  town  of  Renfrew. 
October  9th,  Mr  James  Hamilton,  indulged 
minister  at  Evandale,  is  charged  with  break- 
ing his  confinement,  and  intruding  upon  the 
ohurch  of  Blantyre,  and  preaching  there 
when  it  was  vacant:  being  present  he  is 
rebuked  before  the  council,  and  this  being 
the  first  fault,  they  dismiss  him  without 
further  censure,  and  ordain  him  to  keep  the 
councirs  injunctions  in  time  coming.  At 
the  same  diet,  Alexander  Buchanan  in 
Bucklyvie,  and  three  or  four  others  there, 
Andrew  Buchanan  in  Shirgarton,  and  three 
more  tenants  in  that  place,  are  brought  be- 
fore the  council,  for  being  present  at  field- 
oonventicles  in  Stirlingshire;  and  having 
M€kDowledged  the  same  before  t\ie  com^ 


mittee  for  public  affidr%  the  oouncil  btauh 
them  to  ihe  plantations,  and  oHaia  tibm 
to  be  kept  in  prison  till  they  be  tniMi|wtiJ 
November  7^  ThomM  and  WilliaB  Gsv- 
ans,  Alexander  Andenony  Robert  Poetoa, 
James  Wilaon,  John  Jerrie,  James  Brows, 
Richard  aydeadale,  David  Kid,  John  A^ 
not,  having  confessed  they  were  prewat  st 
conventicles,  and  refusing  to  depone  who 
preached,  and  whom  they  aaw  present 
there,  are  all  of  them  by  the  council  bsa- 
ished  to  the  jdantatioua.  And  Mr  Jobs 
Oovan  having  deponed  that  he  was  fines  of 
the  oonventides  libelled  against  him,  bat 
acknowledging  he  had  oonrersed  with  Bdr 
Thomas  Fonrester  his  Inother-ui-law,  bow 
interoommuned,  the  oouncil  ordain  him  to 
lie  in  prison  till  they  consider  his  case  fur- 
ther: and,  November  11  th,  the  oonncil  lib- 
erate him,  upon  his  giving  bond  to  live  o^ 
derly,  and  not  to  go  to  conrentides.*    Mr 


*  Mr.  Wodrow,  in  hit «'  Additions,"  hss  is- 
■erted  the  foUowin;  impertaot  fhcts:— >Tbe  tarn 
of  Mr  John  Govan,tM  present  wortby  uoA 
useful  minister  of  tbe  fospel  at  Csomie,  k  in- 
serted UB  It  stands  in  the  wghteia.  In  tbe  pre- 
face to  tlie  firat  yolome  I  si^ified  my  fean,  tkat 
my  keeping  doee  by  tbe  ezpreeaions  of  tbe  re- 
cords, mif  nt  in  some  cases  be  unfaTourable  to 
tbe  sufferers,  and  it  is  so  in  tbia  reYerend  per- 
son's case.  His  modesty,  and  mean  tho«ifhtsof 
his  own  sufferings,  kept  bim  from  givinr  me  the 
account  of  them  I  denred  from  himself.  I  am 
glad  1  can  now  giye  a  fuller  namtiTe  of  them, 
and  do  him  justice  here,  in  a  point  wherein  he 
is  wronged  in  tbe  article  formerly  published 
from  the  roisters.  Mr  Govan  had  come  from 
St  Andrews  to  his  brother-in-law,  the  rcTereod 
and  learned  Mr  Thomas  Forrester,  his  bouse  in 
Monteith.  During  his  stay  there,  a  partr  of 
soldiers  came  on  a  Sabbath  eTening  to  seise*  Mr 
Forrester,  and  happily  missed  him ;  they  forced 
Mr  Govan  and  John  Graham  in  Lodlewin  to 
go  with  them  to  Stirling,  only  (aa  they  said)  to 
verify  that  they  had  obaerTed  their  orders,  pro- 
mising they  should  have  liberty  to  return  next 
dav :  but  when  brought  to  Stirling,  upon  their 
renising  the  bond  of  regularity,  they  were  both 
clapped  up  in  prison.  Ihere  Mr  Govan  con- 
tinued two  years ;  after  which,  at  the  primate'i 
instigation,  as  he  was  informed,  he  waa  brought 
under  a  guard  to  the  Canongate  tolbooth. 
Thence  he  was  brought  before  Uie  council,  and 
had  a  libel  given  him  for  being  at  oonTenticles 
in  many  places,  in  none  of  whidi  he  bad  ever 
been  present;  and  therefore  he  had  full  freedom 
to  declare  negatively  as  to  all  the  poinu  libelled ; 
mean  while,  he  frankly  acknowledged  oonverw 
with  his  brother-in-law.  Whereupon  he  was 
a^ln  remitted  to  the  tolbooth.  In  a  little  time 
his  father-in-law,  when  the  primate  was  absent, 
through  his  interest  with  iny  lord  Rothes,  pro- 
cured an  act  of  liberation  rar  Mr  Govmn,  and  v 
>kTOia^\.\X^A  him  in  vrisoo,  end  he  was  let  oai 
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AlexaiMJer  Ptoden  petitions  the  council, 
KoTember  14tb,  to  be  liberate  from  Edin- 
burgh tolbooth  where  he  had  lain  for  a  long 
timey  and  permitted  to  go  to  Ireland,  where 
1m  had  resided  formerly  for  several  years; 
since  no  libel  had  been  given  in  against 
him,  and  he  was  not  charged  either  with 
honse  or  field-conventicles  in  Scotland,  now 
fior  twelve  years.  The  council,  instead  of 
granting  his  petition,  banish  him  to  the 
plantations,  and  discharge  him  ever  to  re- 
turn to  Scotland,  and  declare  if  he  do,  tlie 
sentence  of  forfeiture  shall  take  effect,  and 
ordain  him  to  lie  in  prison  till  he  be  trans- 
ported. He  was  accordingly,  with  several 
of  these  above  named,  sent  away  in  the  St 
Michael  of  Scarborough,  as  haUi  been  no- 
tioed,  where  I  find  he  was  singulariy  useful 
among  the  prisoners,  and  an  instrument  of 
much  good  to  many  in  the  ship. 

About  this  time,  Mr  Alexander  Wilson, 
minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Cameron  in  the 
firesbytery  of  St  Andrews,  a  singularly 
pious  and  peaceable  person,  was  brought  to 
no  small  trouble ;  I  shall  give  a  hint  of  it 
in  this  place,  altogether  from  an  attested  ao- 
eount  of  it  before  me.  He  was  turned  out, 
with  others,  for  his  nonconformity  to  prelaw 
cy,  by  the  influence  of  the  archbishop,  in 
the  year  1662,  after  he  had  diligently  serv- 
ed his  Master  in  that  chaige  twelve  years, 
being  ordained  minister  of  Cameron  in  1650. 
This  good  man  went  and  lived  in  Cupar  of 
Fife  about  sixteen  years,  during  which  time, 
notwithstanding  his  sermons  were  mostly 
in  his  own  house,  he  was  frequently  search- 
ed for,  and  many  times  narrowly  escaped. 
We  have  heard  he  was  intercommuned  some 
years  ago,  and  towards  the  beginning  of 
November  this  year,  an  order  was  sent, 
procured  by  the  primate  from  the  council, 
requiring  the  magistrates  of  Cupar,  under 
the  penalty  of  500  merks,  to  banish  Mr  Wil- 
son and  his  £unily  from  the  town,  in  forty- 
eight  hours  after  their  receiving  the  orders. 
The  orders  came  to  their  hands  upon  Saturn 


presently.  But  Mr  Goran  !s  potitive,  no  bond 
for  living  orderly,  and  not  keeping  conventicles, 
was  offered  him,  far  less  did  be  give  one,  or  any 
for  him,  that  ever  he  knew  of.  If  any  other  of 
the  sufferers  be  misreprenented  in  the  extracts 
from  the  records,  1  wish  1  had  got  the  accounts 
of  them,  and  they  should  have  been  added  here. 
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day,  when  at  the  prepantion-eermon^ 
before  the  sacrament  of  the  supper 
to  be  dispensed  by  the  episcopal  minister 
next  day ;  and  they  thought  good  to  delay 
the  execution  of  them  till  Monday.  When 
sermon  was  over  that  day,  the  magistrates, 
immediately  after  they  came  out  of  the 
church,  before  they  went  home  to  their 
own  houses,  came  straight  with  their  at- 
tendants and  the  town-officers,  to  Mr  Wil- 
son's house,  and  searched  for  him.  He  had 
got  some  hint  of  the  orders,  and  had  with- 
drawn himself:  however,  they  intimate  the 
council's  pleasure  to  Mrs  Wilson,  command- 
ing her  and  her  family  to  remove  out  of  the 
town  in  twenty-four  hours.  Mrs  Wilson 
signified  to  them  that  it  was  not  poesible 
for  her  to  remove  her  family  in  so  short  a 
time,  having  six  children,  and  one  of  them 
under  sickness  at  present,  and  hoped 
they  would  not  be  so  rigorous,  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  of  her  small  fiunily. 
However,  to  obtemperate  as  far  as  possible, 
that  very  night  Mrs  Wilson  privately  re- 
moved with  her  sick  child,  and  the  other 
five,  and  her  servants,  to  lurk  in  a  neigh- 
bour's house,  till  she  should  see  what  would 
become  of  the  sick  child,  and  till  she  might 
take  some  measures  how  to  dispose  of  her 
fiunily,  and  that  the  magistrates  might  be 
in  no  hazard  of  the  penalty,  for  not  exe- 
cuting their  severe  orders,  which  they  al- 
leged WBS  the  only  reason  of  their  harsh- 
ness to  her.  Yet  the  very  next  day,  the 
magistrates  came  to  see  whether  their  orders 
had  been  obeyed,  and  finding  nothing  but 
locked  doors,  they  caused  a  smith,  whom 
they  had  with  them  for  this  very  end,  fix 
iron  plates  upon  all  the  doors  of  Mr  Wil- 
son's house,  while  the  whole  plenishing 
was  remaining  in  the  honse.  Mrs  Wilson 
looking  for  no  such  treatment,  when  she 
had,  as  far  as  poesible,  complied  with  the 
orders  she  received:  yea,  as  oft  as  Mrs 
Wilson  privately  went  into  the  house,  to 
get  out  such  necessaries  as  she  wanted,  as 
often  new  plates  were  put  on  by  the  magia- 
strates.  Under  these  difficulties  Mr  Wil- 
son's family  continued  for  some  time,  till 
the  lady  Prestonhall,  knowing  their  strait, 
made  an  offer  of  an  empty  house  near  the 
town,  but  not  within  its  jurisdiction,  in 
which  her  gardeners  used  to  live,  which 


484 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  IL 


was  very  thankfully  embraced,  thoogli 
^^^^  there  was  scarce  so  much  room  in  it 
as  to  place  the  beds  necessary  for  the  family. 
Eyen  there  the  persecuting  temper  followed 
them:  Mr  Wilson  was  frequently  searched  for 
in  that  little  house,  but  neyer  catched ;  and  the 
magbtrateSy  in  conjunction  with  the  sheriff- 
depute,  endeavoured  to  eject  his  family  from 
that  little  shelter;  but  the  foresaid  lady 
protected  them :  and,  as  soon  as  the  season 
of  the  year  would  permit,  the  fiunily  re- 
moved to  Kirkaldy,  where  no  house  could 
be  found  to  be  set  for  money  to  Mr  Wilson, 
save  one  that  belonged  to  a  person  who 
was  himself  intercommuned  for  nonconfor- 
mity. There  and  at  Burntisland  Mr  Wilson 
and  his  fiunily  suffered  very  much  till  the 
revolution,  when,  in  the  year  1689,  this 
excellent  person,  after  twenty.«even  years* 
persecution,  returned  to  his  old  flock  at 
C}ameron. 

November  21st,  Thomas  Wauch  merchant 
in  Hawick,  William  Tnmbull  brother  to 
Walter  Tumbull  in  Bewlie,  and  Maigaret 
Barclay,  appear  before  the  council,  for  being 
present  at  house  and  field  conventicles,  and 
refusing  to  depone  upon  the  circumstances 
of  them,  they  are  iMtnished  to  the  planta- 
tions. 

One  of  these  persons  who  were  sent  off, 
Alexander  Anderson,  left  a  paper  by  way 
of  testimony  behind  him,  dated,  Canongate 
tolbooth,  December  10th,  1678,  a  copy 
whereof  is  before  me,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  originaL  He  was  extremely  young, 
and  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  yet  be- 
cause he  would  make  no  compliances,  he  is 
banished  with  the  rest  He  takes  notice, 
'  that  he  is  the  youngest  prisoner  in  Scot- 
land, and  that  the  Lord  had  opened  his  eyes, 
and  revealed  his  Son  in  his  heart,  since  he 
came  under  the  cross ;  that  though  he  had 
much  difficulty  to  part  with  his  friends  and 
relations,  yet  he  had  now  found  fellowship 
with  Christ  did  much  more  than  balance 
the  want  of  the  company  of  his  dearest 
relations;  that  though  he  be  so  very  young, 
as  he  could  not  be  admitted  as  a  witness 
among  men,  yet  he  hopes  that  Christ  hath 
taken  him  to  be  a  witness  to  his  cause.  He 
adheres  to  the  work  of  reformation  from 
popery  and  prelacy,  to  the  national  and 
Bolemn  league  and  covenants ;  and  witnesses 


against  the  pulling  down  of  the  govenmcBt 
of  Christ's  house,  and  settiiig  np  lorily  pie- 
lacy,  and  joining  with  them ;  and  addncei 
a  good  many  pliuxs  of  Scripture,  whidi  he 
conceives  strike  against  th^  praetioe.  Et 
makes  an  apology,  that  he  who  is  bat  s 
child  should  leave  any  thing  of  this  nature 
behind  him ;  but  says,  he  was  ooostnined 
to  it,  to  testify  that  God  perfects  strength 
out  of  the  month  of  bahesL  He  regreti  the 
indulgence,  as  what,  upon  both  sides,  had 
been  matter  of  stumbling  and  offence  amoBg 
good  people ;  and  declares  his  fean  that  a 
black  dreadful  day  is  coming  upon  Scot- 
land; that  it  is  good  to  seek  the  Lord,  and 
draw  near  to  him.  He  leaves  his  commen- 
dation to  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  blesses 
the  Lord  for  carrying  him  throngfa  tempta- 
tions, and  enabling  him,  one  of  the  lambs  of 
his  flock,  to  stand  before  great  men  and 
judges ;  and  closes  with  his  good  wishes  to 
all  the  friends  of  Christ' 

By  an  attested  account  I  find,  this  year 
there  was  a  conventicle  in  Perthshire,  at 
the  hill  of  Coltenachar,  in  the  parish  of 
Foigandenny;  and,  upon  the  Lord's  day, 
an  officer  with  a  company  of  wild  Ifigh- 
landers  came  suddenly  upon  them,  and, 
without  any  orders  to  dismiss,  or  essaying 
to  seize  any  of  them,  discharged  their  pieces 
among  the  poor  unarmed  people.  By  good 
providence  there  was  but  one  man  kUled, 
Andrew  Breddy,  a  wright  by  trmde,  who 
lived  at  my  lord  Ruthven*s  gate,  in  the 
green  of  Freeland.  He  lefl  behind  him  a 
widow  and  four  orphans. 

1  shall  end  this  section  by  observing,  that 
toward  the  end  of  this  year,  the  reverend 
Mr  James  Webster,  since  the  revolution  for 
many  years  minister  at  Edinburgh,  was  seis- 
ed by  the  magistrates  of  Dundee,  with  eight 
others,  when  meeting  for  prayer  and  con- 
ference. Several  of  them  were  severely 
fined,  though  nothing  could  bo  laid  to  their 
charge,  save  calling  on  the  Lord's  name 
together  in  this  melancholy  time.  Mr  Web- 
ster was  kept  close  prisoner  in  Dundee 
more  than  eighteen  months.  By  the  coun- 
cil-registers I  find,  <  March  20th,  1680,  the 
magistrates  of  Dundee  acquaint  the  council, 
that  Mr  James  Webster  had  been  upwards 
of  a  year  prisoner  in  their  tolbooth,  £ot  one 
>^ViQ\i&e  conventicle,  (so  they  call  this  meet- 
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in^  for  prayer)  and  they  have  him  to  main- 
tain in  prison.  The  council  order  him  to 
lie  liberate.'  In  this  place  I  shall  bring  in 
all  the  hardshipe  this  worthy  person  under- 
"vrent,  from  some  hints  he  himself,  after 
much  importunity,  sent  me  a  little  before 
his  much  lamented  death,  May  1720.  After 
he  bad  gone  through  his  philosophical  stu- 
dies, wherein  he  made  great  proficiency,  at 
the  uniTersity  of  St  Andrews,  some  three 
or  four  days  before  the  dass  wherein  he 
waa  were  to  receive  their  degrees,  an  order 
came  from  the  archbishop,  that  he  should 
lay  aside  his  gown,  and  remove  from  the 
class.  The  only  reason  for  this  surprising 
order  was,  that  Mr  Webster  had  not  waited 
regularly  upon  ordinances.  The  regent  in- 
deed, offered  to  intercede  with  the  bishop, 
providing  he  would  engage  to  walk  orderiy, 
and  wait  upon  ordinances  dispensed  by 
episcopal  ministers.  Mr  Webster  reftising 
to  do  so,  asked  a  testimonial  from  his  re- 
gent, that  he  had  studied  under  him  four 
years.  It  was  with  reluctancy  he  reftised 
this,  telling  him  it  was  as  much  as  his  gown 
was  worth.  In  the  year  1678,  Mr  Webster 
was  apprehended  in  the  town  of  Dundee, 
on  a  Lord's  day  afternoon,  when  at  a  meet- 
ing for  prayer,  conference,  and  reading  the 
Scriptures.  Next  day  the  magistrates,  with- 
out calling  any  in  the  meeting  before  them, 
or  making  any  previous  examination,  in- 
formed the  council  that  they  had  seized 
several  persons  at  a  conventicle,  with  Mr 
Webster  the  preacher.  By  the^council*s 
orders,  the  persons  taken  with  him  were 
finedy  and  Mr  Webster  was  kept  eighteen 
months  prisoner.  In  this  interval  the  king's 
indemnity,  1679,  was  published,  and  Mr 
Webster  uiged  it,  and  was  indeed  legally 
comprehended  in  it;  but  the  magistrates 
would  not  allow  him  liberty,  till  at  length 
the  council  was  informed  that  he  was  no 
preacher,  as  indeed  he  was  not,  and  so  he 
was  let  out.  About  the  1685  or  86,  when 
Mr  Webster  was  living  peaceably,  in  the 
house  of  Grier  of  Discanth,  a  party  of  lord 
William  Douglas's  troop  came  on  a  Sabbath 
morning,  and  seized  him  in  his  chamber, 
and  carried  him  to  Dumfries.  He  was  ex- 
amined upon  the  ordinary  questions ;  and, 
with  two  worthy  men,  John  Clark  a  farmer, 
and  John  Haldane  weaver  at  the  town-end 


of  Dumfries,  he  was  thrust  into  the 
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thieves'  hole,  a  very  nasty  place,  and 
had  for  companions,  three  men  there  in 
firmance  for  robbery,  murder,  and  bestiality. 
There  Mr  Webster  and  his  two  friends  conti- 
nued in  that  ugly  hole  full  three  weeks,  and 
after  that  removed  to  the  pledge  house,  where 
debtors  used  to  be  put.  There  he  was  con- 
fined four  weeks,  and  then  liberate  by  lieu- 
tenant-general Drununond.  The  gentleman 
in  whose  house  they  were  taken,  was  like- 
wise made  prisoner  for  some  time.  A  little 
after,  Mr  Webster  was  a  third  time  taken 
prisoner,  when  walking  in  the  street  of 
Edinburgh ;  but  the  viscount  of  Strathalian 
quickly  again  let  him  go.  These  are  some 
hints  of  the  more  public  sufferings  of  this 
good  man,  whose  eminent  learning,  piety, 
and  zeal  is  so  well  known  in  this  church, 
that  I  need  say  no  more  of  him.  Such  was 
his  modesty,  that  in  his  last  letter  writ  to 
me,  he  terms  all  this, '  poor  and  insignificant 
sufferings,  not  worthy  a  room  in  this  his- 
tory.' I  was  of  another  opinion,  and  I  think 
the  reader  will  be  so  likewise. 

These  are  some  few  of  the  troubles  pres- 
byterians  were  brought  to  for  their  being 
at  conventicles,  their  nonconformity,  and 
praying  to  the  Lord  U^ther.  Many  more 
instances  lldght  be  added,  but  I  have  very 
much  confined  myself  to  the  public  regis- 
ters. It  is  now  high  time  to  come  to  close 
the  history  of  this  year,  and  this  chapter  I 
have  been  so  long  upon,  with 

SECT.  VII. 

Of  the  convention  of  estates  which  met  in 
Jitne,  the  cess  imposed  by  them,  and  some 
other  things  which  feU  out  this  year  1678. 
This  chapter  shall  be  finished  with  an 
account  of  the  convention,  and  cess  imposed 
by  them,  and  some  other  incidents  this 
year,  which  may  clear  up  the  history  of  this 
time,  and  yet  could  not  convenienUy  come 
in  upon  the  former  sections.  It  was  very 
grating  to  the  prelates  and  their  party,  to 
find  their  contrivance  of  the  Highland  host 
come  to  so  littie,  and  the  breaking  out  of 
field-conventides,  as  we  have  heard,  made 
them  lose  the  sweetness  they  expected  firom 
the  severe  revenge  they  had  taken  on  the 
west  country.  Care  was  taken  to  inform 
the  king  of  these  field-conventides^  and 
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thej  have  reoourse  to  their  eo  long 
'  wished  for  expedient  of  a  standing 
army,  i«  hich  they  found  necessary  to  carry  on 
their  arbitrary  metsures,  and  the  opiiression 
of  the  poor  harassed  country ;  and  what  only 
could  support  them  under  the  hatred  they 
had  drawn  down  upon  themselTes,  by  the 
seyere  and  illegal  methods  now  given  into. 
The  necessity  of  more  forces  had  been  dropt 
in  letters  from  Scotland,  and  it  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  measures  now  upon  the 
field  in  England.  Accordingly,  a  letter 
comes  down  from  the  king,  dated  May  7th, 
containing  another  approbation  of  their 
procedure,  and  a  proposal  to  raise  new 
forces;  and  it  deserves  a  room  here. 

'Charles  R.  Right  trusty,  &c.  We 
greet  you  well.  After  full  and  satisfac- 
tory information  from  the  lords  com- 
missionate  by  you  here,  of  what  hath 
been  done  by  you  in  our  service,  we  do 
again  approve  of  your  proceedings,  and 
your  care,  assuring  you  of  our  fovour, 
assistance,  and  protection,  upon  all  occar 
sions:  and  for  the  more  effectual  demon- 
stration thereof,  we  find  it  necessary  to 
signify  to  you,  and  by  you  to  our  people 
there,  that  we  are  firmly  resolved  to  own 
and  at»sert  our  authority,  so  as  it  may  equally 
encourage  you,  and  discourage  all  such  as, 
by  seditious  practices,  endeavour  to  asperse 
you,  and  lessen  our  authority  and  preroga- 
tive :  and  finding  by  good  information,  that 
the  fanatics  there,  expecting  encouragement 
from  such  as  oppose  you,  and  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  present  juncture  of  afiairs  here, 
have  of  late,  with  great  insolence,  flocked 
together  in  open  and  field-conventicles,  these 
rendezvouses  of  rebellion,  and  have  dared 
to  oppose  our  forces.  Though  we  neither 
need,  nor  do  fear  such  insolent  attempts, 
yet,  from  a  just  care  of  our  authority,  and 
kindness  to  our  subjects  there,  we  have 
thought  fit  to  order  some  more  forces  to  be 
levied;  and  for  that  effect  we  have  com- 
manded the  lords  of  our  treasury,  to  take 
an  effectual  course  for  providing  what 
money  we  shall  find  necessary,  for  raising 
and  maintaining  those  troops  at  our  charges. 
We  shall  expect  a  speedy  and  exact  account 
of  what  number  and  quality  of  troops  may 
be  Decesaary  upon  this  occaiB^on,  to  XSuft  «a<i 


we  may  direct  oommiaaiont,  and  give  tmk 
orders  as  we  shall  find  requisite:  and  ftr 
doing  this,  this  shall  be  your  warmuL  Aai 
so  we  bid  you  heartily  fiuiewelL* 

'  Laudbbdalb.* 

Such  a  letter  as  this  wovild  be  very  a^ 
oeptable  to  the  DAoagers ;  sund  tiiey  wiite 
back,  as  we  have  heard,  that  the  only  way 
left  to  bear  down  oonventidea,  is  by  niu; 
new  forces.  The  forcea  needed  money  to 
support  them,  and  a  ooovention  of  esiatei 
was  necessary  to  raise  this.  ParliamsBtB 
now  could  not  be  ventored  upon,  lest  ea- 
quiry  had  been  made  into  the  state  of  the 
nation,  and  methods  taken  to  relieve  the 
country  firom  the  hardships  it  was  lyiag 
under ;  and  a  convention  answered  the  de- 
mand of  money  fully  as  well.  This  prac- 
tice of  calling  conventions  only  to  levy 
money,  and  never  permitting  parliaments  to 
sit  to  consider  Just  grievances,  and  provide 
remedies,  was  one  of  the  arbitrary  steps  of 
this  period  loudly  and  justly  oomplained  o£ 
Accordingly,  in  council.  May  SSth,  a  letter 
constituting  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  com- 
missioner, with  very  large  and  ample 
powers,  is  read«  and  a  proclamation  for  call- 
ing a  convention  of  estates,  is  published 
with  very  great  solemnity.  A  copy  is  an- 
nexed at  the  foot  of  the  page.*    I  shall 


*  Prociamntionforconvemtitm,Mayii6lk,  1678. 

Charles,  by  tb«  grsce  of  God,  king  of  Soot- 
land,  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  defeDder  c£ 
the  faith,  &c.  To  all  and  sundry  our  good  aobjccta, 
whom  these  do,  or  may  concern,  greeting :  the 
great  kindness  we  bear  to  that  our  ancient  king- 
dom,  hath  at  all  times  inclined  ns  to  be  very 
watchful  over  all  its  concerns:  and  oMialderinc, 
that  all  kings  and  states  do,  at  fu'caent,  carefulTj 
secure  thenu^lves  and  their  pe«>ple,  by  proTiding 
against  all  such  foreign  invasions  and  intestine 
commotions,  as  may  make  them  a  prey  to  their 
enemies ;  and  that  it  is  not  fit,  that  that  our  king- 
dom  should  onlv,  of  all  others,  remain  without 
defence,  especiaJly  at  a  time  wherein  those  exe- 
crable field-conventicles  (so  justly  termed  in  our 
laws,  "  the  rendezvouses  ot  rebellion")  do  still 
grow  in  their  numbers  and  insolenee ;  against 
all  which,  our  pre8f>nt  forces  cannot  in  reason  be 
thought  a  suitable  security.  Therefore,  and  that 
we  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  raise  some  more 
forces,  for  securing  that  our  kingdom  against  all 
foreign  invasions  and  intestine  commotions,  and 
to  maintain  them  in  the  most  equal  and  regular 
way,  and  let  the  world  see  the  unanimous  affec- 
tion of  our  people  to  us;  we  have  thought  fit  to 
call  a  convention  of  the  estates  of  that  our  ancient 
kingdom,  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  upon  the  twenty- 
^  v&xMi  day  of  Jane  neat  to  oomc :   and  wo  de 
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no  refleotioiu  upon  it  When  the 
■endinf  in  an  army  of  barharooi  Highkuidr 
fln  to  live  at  discretion,  was  not  of  force 
enough  to  tempt  presbjterians  to  rebellion, 
it  is  in  vain  to  speak  of  hazard  from  field- 
oonyenticles ;  and  the  reader  will  notice 
them  now  to  be  termed  execrable  meetings. 
What  would  papists  and  others  say,  when 
they  heard  the  pure  and  plain  preaching  of 
the  gospel  declared  execrable,  and  a  great 
hleving,  by  this  profane  style,  made  a  curse. 
Thst  the  reader  may  hare  a  further  view  of 
the  true  state  of  field-meetings  at  this  time* 
end  the  preceding  years,  I  hare  insert  a 
letter  writ  in  defence  of  field-meetings,  by 
a  person  of  good  judgment,  upon  the  receipt 
of  this  proclamation,  see  below.*     Afler 


this  proclamation  was  published,  the 
guards  attended  the  duke,  and  to- 
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hereby  require  and  coniinand  all  arcbblthops, 
dukes,  marqulMes,  earls,  viscounts,  bishops,  lords, 
and  officers  of  state  of  that  oar  kinf^dom,  to  be 
present,  and  attend  that  diet :  and  also  we  do 
require  all  our  sheriffs,  in  the  several  shires,  and 
their  deputes,  that  if  there  be  any  new  elections 
already  made  for  this  year,  of  commissioners  to 
parliament  or  oouTentions,  they  make  timeous 
intimation  to  these  commissioners,  to  keep  this 
meeting ;  bat  if  there  be  no  elections  already 
made,  that  then,  they  forthwith  call  and  con- 
Tsne  ail  the  freeholders  in  the  respective  shires, 
that  accordinf^  to  the  laws  and  acta  of  parlia^ 
meet,  elections  may  be  made  of  fit  persons,  to  be 
commissioners  for  this  convention :  and  that 
oar  royal  barrows  make  choice  of  commissioners 
aocordin^ly,  and  that  they  and  all  other  persons 
having  Interest,  attend  tliis  convention  of  es- 
tates, under  the  pains  contained  in  our  laws 
made  thereanent.  And  that  all  our  good  sub- 
jects may  have  notice  of  this  our  royal  will  and 
pleasure,  we  do  hereby  command  our  lyon  king 
at  arms,  and  his  brethren,  heralds,  macers,  pnr- 
•oivants,  and  messengers  at  arms,  to  make  time- 
ous proclamation  hereof  at  the  market-cross  of 
Edinburgh,  and  at  the  market-crooses  of  the 
head  bargbs  in  the  several  shires  of  that  our 
kingdom.  Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the 
twenty-third  day  of  May,  ItTTS,  and  of  our  reign 
the  thirtieth  year. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 

*  LeUer  m  d^ence  of  JieUUmeelmgtt  June  1678. 

I  thank  yoa  for  your  letter  of  news,  with  the  ' 
proclamation  for  a  convention,  inclosed :  bat  I 
strange  to  find  mention  of  field-oonventldes 
made  therein  carry  yon  so  far  beyond  your  or- 
dinary moderation.  For  reflecting  upon  their 
late  increase,  and  some  other  apparently  offensive 
clreamstances,  rather  througn  the  prfjudice 
which  this  condition  may  have  excited,  than 
with  that  Juster  consideration  ye  use  to  adhibit, 
ye  accuse  the  ministers  and  leaders,  of  several 
impmdences,  and  forgetting  not  only  the  other 
motives  couched  in  the  proclamation,  but  what 
the  contrivers  of  this  proclamation  are  certainly 
known  to  design,  you  almost  conclude  us  fiel^ 
meeters  to  be  the  only  troublers  of  the  land, 
which  being  a  charge  too  uncharitable  fiir  you, 


and  too  heavy  for  us,  as  Christians  or  good  coun- 
trymen, 1  >h«H  endeavour  briefly  to  clear  your 
judgment  of  these  darkening  mi»takea,  and  then 
point  out  to  you  more  solid  and  satbfying  dis- 
coveries. 1  need  not  Insist  with  you  upon  the 
engagements  that  we  have  in  conscience  against 
bishops  and  their  dependers,  and  to  our  own 
outed  ministers :  though  our  scripture  grounds 
were  less  pregnant,  and  our  oaths  and  covenants 
fewer,  yet  1  am  persuaded,  that  all  sober  men 
who  have  ri||htly  considered  the  nature,  fashion, 
and  fruits  ot  these  two  sorts  of  ministers  and 
their  ministry,  will  already  grant  that  the  very 
all  uf  our  religion,  that  is,  the  glory  of  God,  and 
our  souls'  salvation,  are  most  deeply  concerned  In 
the  differences.  Men  dispute  aoout  forms,  and 
amuse  themselves  with  vain  searches:  bat  as 
things  are  now  seated,  their  agreement  and  dis- 
agreement to  me  comes  shortlv  to  this,  that  both 
serve  their  own  maiiters,  the  bishops  and  curates, 
instigated  by  their  own  lusts,  and  set  up  by 
men,  do  their  own  work ;  and  our  poor  perse- 
cuted ministers,  engaged  by  better  motives,  and 
sent  by  our  Lord  Jesus,  do  accordingly  pursue 
bis  will  and  pleasure,  and  how  determining  this 
should  be  to  all  who  mind  their  souls*  Interest,  is 
no  hard  matter  to  judge,  lliis  only  1  am  most 
sure  of,  that  these  things  with  the  great  and 
signal  advantages  they  have  received  amongst  us, 
more  than  in  lul  the  reformed  churches  besides, 
should  at  least  plead  with  our  rulers  in  our  bo- 
half  for  full  and  free  toleration  and  protection; 
but  how  contrarily  we  have  been  treated,  God 
and  the  world  knows.  It  was  not  enough  to 
overturn  the  Lord's  ministry,  and  in  ite  place 
to  erect  ab}ured  prelacy,  but  as  If  either  con- 
science had  been  a  story,  or  as  versatile  as  the 
weather-cock,  all  must  by  their  actual  conform- 
ity testify  their  hearty  conformity  and  com- 
pHance  with  this  new  model ;  so  that  even  sim|de 
withdrawing  Is  made  criminal,  and  the  innocent 
withdrawers  driven  and  over-driven  to  their 
churches,  until  we  were  driven  into  the  confu- 
sion of  the  1666.  After  that  distress  and  ex- 
tremity we  had  but  a  short  breathing,  when 
immediately  house-meetings  come  to  be  more 
strictly  noticed,  and  fleld-meetings  prohibited 
under  the  pain  of  death  to  the  preacher  and 
convocater,  and  other  grievous  penalties  to  the 
meeters,  and  yet  so  rigorous  was  the  necessity, 
that  we  were  constniined  to  venture  to  the 
fields,  both  because  of  the  danger  of  houses,  pau- 
city of  preachers,  and  a  great  confluence  of  hear- 
ers. l*or  clearing  whereof  1  need  not  remember 
you  how  ministers  were  banished  and  qected 
out  of  towns,  how  fifty  pounds  sterling  was  the 
fine  of  every  master  in  whose  house  a  conventicle 
was  found,  how  officers  and  spies  were  and  are 
set  in  several  towns  to  spy  out  and  seize  sum- 
marily both  on  meetings  and  ministers;  and 
luUy,  how  men  and  women  both  have  been 
dra0;ed,  without  warrant  of  law,  from  meetings 
in  houses,  to  prisons,  as  if  less  bailable  than  mur- 
derers, and  some  forced  to  go  out  at  windows  to 
escape  the  inconveniency.  These  things,  I  say, 
are  but  too  well  known :  but  that  which  more 
presseth,  and  better  expresseth  the  necessity  I 
plead,  is  the  paucity  of  ministers,  which  is  such, 
that  it  is  rare  to  find  two  or  three  of  them  to- 
gether in  a  shire,  and  the  great  confluence  of 
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morrow.  May  29ih,  he  came  up  to 
^^'^^  the  church  in  great  pomp,and  the  day 
was  celebrated  with  lusty  drinking  and  feast- 
ing.   A  new  regiment  of  foot,  three  troops 


of  horse,  and  some  dragoons  were  proposed 
to  be  raised,  and  a  oess  of  eighteen  hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  maintain  them.  The 
elections  went  all  well  on  as  the  oonrt 


bearers,  wboM  extraordinary  number,  neltber 
houses  nor  cburcbes  can  receive;  so  that  all 
these  things  laid  together,  I  would  gladly  ask 
you  or  any  sober  man,  what  other  cause  a  poor 
people  under  a  pressure  of  conscience,  and  soul- 
indigence  for  such  occasions  should  take?  and 
what  better  expedient  they  could  fall  upon,  when 
no  choice  was  left  them*  than  to  imitate  our 
Lord*s  example,  so  great,  so  good,  and  so  con- 
stant a  fieid-conYenticler  ?  laen  of  late  speak 
against  our  field-meetings,  as  if  they  were  a 
wild  choice  of  our  own  fancy,  and  that  we  had 
nerdlesttly  left  houses  when  we  might  hare  kept 
them ;  but  as  the  contrary  is  too  too  evident,  so 
I  am  persuaded  that  any  who  considers,  how 
that,  woether  for  withdrawing,  or  for  going  to 
other  allowed  churches  besides  our  own,  or  for 
house-meetings,  or  for  field  •meetings,  or  for 
building  houses  to  ourselves,  or  lastly,  for  going 
unto  vacant  churches,  we  have  been  always  per- 
secute with  the  same  rigour,  will  easily  be  con- 
vinced that  it  is  neither  this  nor  that  manner  of 
it,  but  nonconformitv  in  whatsoever  form,  that 
is  the  only  object  of  tne  bishops  their  implacable 
animosity.  But  you  say,  there  are  several  scan- 
dalous circumstances  iir  our  meetings  that  do 
roost  provoke,  such  as  our  hearing  of  forfeited 
and  intercommnned  ministers,  our  meeting  in 
armSf  and  our  preachers  speaking  unsufferably 
against  authority.  But  first,  I  am  glad  you  do 
not  object  our  hearing  of  papists,  anabaptists, 
and  other  sectaries,  but  I  think  you  make  no 
question  that  this  is  but  a  calumny,  as  also  that 
If  it  were  more  true,  it  would  be  less  objected. 
Next,  as  to  our  own  hearing  of  forfeited  and  in- 
teroommuned  ministers,  I  think  even  our  ene- 
mies will  notsav,  that  either  forfeiture  or  inter- 
communing  doth  unminister,  so  that  since  men, 
through  the  Lord's  good  providence,  have  es- 
caped, and  are  preserved  from  the  effect  of  these 
law-censures,  we  see  nothing  that  should  hinder 
us  to  own  and  regard  them  as  the  lord's  minis- 
ters, and  our  jpastors,  except  law-hazards,  which 
may  well  make  our  reckoning  greater,  but  doth 
not  make  it  worse :  you  know  that  more  might 
be  said  upon  the  grounds  and  causes  for  which 
these  few  forfeited  ministers  were  so  sentenced, 
but  I  forbear.  Onl^  as  to  the  intercommnned ; 
since  the  ground  ot  this  intercommuning  was 
the  men's  faithfulness,  and  that  they  therefore 
have  been  treated  with  severities  which  used 
only  to  be  exercised  towards  the  most  notorious 
criminals,  such  as  wilful  murderers,  thieves  and 
robbers  fugitive  from  law,  I  see  not  why  it 
shonld  not  endear  them  the  more  to  us,  and  give 
our  rulers  just  cause  to  blame  themselves  for  the 
contempt  of  authority,  which  in  effect  is  only 
occasioned  through  their  own  first  abusing  it. 
As  for  our  meeting  in  arms,  you  know  perfectly 
that  this  is  only  practised  in  a  very  few  places, 
by  a  very  few  men,  and  yet  talked  of  at  a  very 
monstrous  rate ;  but  it  is  indeed  this  fable  that 
I  think  shall  turn  one  kingdom  to  a  fable,  for  as 
it  was  made  the  greatest  pretence  to  condemn 
the  west,  unheard,  into  a  state  of  rebellion,  and 
bring  upon  it  the  late  hostile  and  barbarous  in- 
vBBion,  albeit  it  cannot  be  inttanced  thai  ever  at 
»njr  meetiitg  In  these  parts,  hia  mi^eaty  %  foTcea 


were  either  resisted,  or  in  the   least  apparent 
hazard  of  being  resisted,  so  now  it  ia  blown  up 
with  all  the  cunning  and  industry  possible,  to 
make  the  kingdom  believe  that  they  are  in  sock 
an   Imminent  danger  as  cannot  be  prevented, 
except  by  the  payment  of  such  sums  as  are  like 
to  prove  its  undoing.     Our  field-meetings  were 
at  first  soberly  called  seditions,  then  the  style  is 
Improved,  and  they  are  called  rebelliona,  but  the 
design  requiring  it,  they  must  be  proscribed  as 
execrable,  and  this  third  and  last  blast  is  tbooght 
enough  to  blow  us  from  both  our  monies  and 
liberties,  but.  Sir,  si  iiojndus  vuit  dedpi,  decipiatur; 
it  is   known  to  all  that   these  meetings  were 
generally  at  first,  and  are  still  in  many  places 
so  naked  and  defenceless,  that  two  or  three  idle 
fellows,  without  any  warrant,  have  at  their  own 
hand  fallen  upon  meetings  of  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred, and  scattered  them  without  resistance,  and 
oft  times  about  Glasgow  and  other  parts,  three 
or  four  redcoats  have  and   may  still  dissipats 
thousands  of  these  meeters  most  securely :  which 
things  albeit  they  have  often  happened,  and  that 
with  such  beatings  and   pillagings,  and  other 
Insolendes  as  law  doth  not  allow,  and  flesh  and 
blood  can  hardly  bear,  yet  have  neither  these 
nor  the  abovcmentioned  actof  narliament,  mak- 
ing these  meetings  capital,  as  I  have  said,  pro- 
voked them  for  me  most  |Murt  to  any  better  pos- 
ture, and  all  that  can  be  with  truth  alleged,  is, 
that  partly  to  protect  Uiree  or  four  ministers  in 
more  special  hazard  by  reason  of  a  price  set  by 
the  council  on  their  heads,  and  partly  to  prevent 
the  profkne  interruptings  and  abusings  of  God's 
holy  worship,  and  sincere  worshippers,  by  the 
boldness  of  contemptible,  and    oft  times  non- 
warranted  parties,    some  few  in   remote  parts 
have  been  moved  to  come  together  in  such  ccm- 
dition  as  mightsecure  them  from  such  attempts. 
But  if  these  things  be  a  little  offensive,  may  it 
not,  think  you,  be  a  reasonable  allay  to  reflect 
upon  all  the  violences,  even  to  the  wounding  and 
killing  of  several  persons,  that  have  been  com- 
mitted in  our  meetings  without  any  opposition ; 
and  how  often  have  sheriffs  with  their  men,  and 
parties  of  the  militia,  and  standing  forces,  come 
to  our  meetings,  and  been  encountered  by  double, 
yea,  triple  their   number,  who  could  have  eat 
them  up  ?  and  yet  so  great  was  the  deference  to 
authority,  that  all  done  was  to  break  off  and  ca- 
pitulate for  a  safe  retreat.     It  is  true  the  act 
1670,  calls  the  field-meetings  **  rendezvouses  of 
rebellion ;"  and  this  groundless  conceit  hath  been 
so  much  of  late  talked  of,  that  the  simple  may 
possibly  believe  that  they  are   declared   to   bs 
such,  and  the  being  at  them  made  a  kind  of  sta- 
tutory treason ;    but  there  is  indeed   no  such 
matter,  and  all  the  import  of  the  phrase  is,  that 
the  l^islators,  in  a  more  passionate  than  judi- 
cious preface,  thought  fit  to  employ  that  angry 
ugly  expression,  to  render  the  thing  more  odiou^ 
but  as  to  the  body  of  the  act,  it  is  dear  and  pre- 
cise enough,  and  contains  no  such  tiling.     In  a 
word.  Sir,  you  may  see  that  neither  were  the 
fields  our  choice,  nor  should  our  arms  (for  sines 
men  call   them  so,  1  may  comply,  albeit  it  la 
sicaxc%\^  without  laughing  and  blushing  at  their 
'  l«Oi\«smMa'^\)«  ^«x^«t  c»wSkAftt«d  than  to  move 
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ooald  wisby  and  the  convention  sat  down  .  thousand  pounds  to  the  king.    This  j^^g 
upon  the  day  appointed,  June  26th,  and 
upon  the  10th  of  July  they  come  to  pass 
their  act  and  offer  of  eighteen  hundred 


and  induce  our  rulers  to  modeFAte  these  seTerl- 
ties  that  hare  provoked  to  them :  but  if  humour 
take  authority,  and  so  it  become  determioed, 
urere  it  SYen  aafdnst  the  most  ridiculous  of  all 
things,  to  wU,  tor  instance,  even  laughter,  it  is 
eertun   that   neither  pretences,  even  specious 
enough,  nor  disorders  and  confusions  infinitely 
creater,  would  be  wanting  in  the  prosecuting  of 
Its  discharge.     But  the  third  thing  yon  object  is, 
that  oar  ministers  speak  insuperably  against  au- 
thority; and  I  shall  not  say  but  temptations  too 
TiiUble,  and  infirmities  inseparable  to  the  best, 
may  carry  to  a  little  excns  sometimes :  but  on 
the  other  hand,  I  may  assure  you  with  the  just- 
est  eonfidence,  that  the  reports  that  commonly 
are  spread  of  this,  are  very  false  and  calumnious, 
that  it  is  but  seldom,  and  in  clearly  Inviting 
cecasioos,  that  they  at  all  meddle  with  public 
matters ;  and  that  if  men's  most  horrible  defec- 
tiona,  and  most  unchristian  and  unnatural  per- 
secutioDs  were  but  in  the  least  reflected  upon,  our 
ministers*talkings,were  there  tenfold  more,would 
sooner  be  excus^  than  reproached.    I  might  hare 
insisted  longer  upon  all  these  heads,  and  mso  have 
commended  these  meetings  from  the  Lord's  visi- 
ble presence  with  them,  and  the  most  remarkable 
fruits  of  the  gospel  that  have  attended  them,  above 
the  discredltings  of  all  the  calumnies  of  the  ad- 
versary, bnt  wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children  ; 
only,  to  evince  to  you  or  any  reasonable  man  that 
hatn  not  laid  aside  all  regard  to  c>onscience,  and 
is  not  wretchedly  infatuated  with  the  so  much 
lately  magnified  delusion,  that  peace  and  non- 
conformity, every  where  compatible,  upon  far 
more  different  terms,  are  only  in  Scotland  in- 
compatible on  any  terms,  let  our  rulers  but  once 
apply  themselves  to  any  thoughts  of  a  fair  toler- 
ation, and  you  shall  quickly  see  our  tolerable- 
ness.     1  know  they  hsYe  already  tried  indul- 
gences, but  is  it  not  also  manifest  that  these  were 
ensnaring  to  consciences,  so  restrictive  of  minis- 
terial liberty,  so  uneasy  as  to  the  persons  of  men, 
and  so  unindnlgent  to  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, that  It  is  rather  to  be  marvelled  that  they 
have  produced  so  much  quiet  ?     Our  ill-willers 
woula  have  it  also  believed  that  some  of  us  are 
so  humoursome  that  we  neither  agree  with  our 
Brethren  that  are  indulged,  nor  could  agree  among 
ourselves  in  any  possible  demand ;  but  albeit  we 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  pretences  of  the  indul- 
gences, and  care  little  for  such  clogged  indul- 
gences, yet  we  know  well  enough,  that  even  ill 
contrived,  and  ffir  worse  intended  favour  may 
be  innocently  made  use  of;  and  although  I  will 
not  take  upon  me  to  be  a  proposer,  yet  this  I  am 
sure  of,  that  the  simplest  concessions  are  every 
way  the  best,  and  do  nothing  doubt  but  that  the 
liberty  which  the  infidels  grant  to  Christians  in 
Turkey,  or    papists   grant    to  protestants    In 
France,  or  even  prelatists  grant  to  nonconform- 
ists in  England  and  Ireland,  may  afford  very  ef- 
fectual directions.     Nay,  I  am  persuaded,  that 
would  our  rulers  but  assuringly  and  fairly  allow 
as  to  meet  In  houses,  without  hindering  those 
that  would  not  enter,  to  abide  and  hear  without, 
it  would  prove  a  more  certain  remedy  of  all 
their  jealousies  of  our  meetings  in  the  open fMds, 


is  so  express  in  its  terms,  so  pUiin 
in  its  design  against  presbyterians,  and  be- 
came so  heavy  in  its  execution,  that  I 

and  with  arms,  than  all  their  hosts,  forces  and 
conventions ;  or  if  you  please  to  bring  the  busi- 
ness yet  lower,  both  for  refuting  calumny,  and 
removing  all  offensive  appearances,  let  our  rulers 
only  decure,  that  they  will  not  cause  attack  and 
disturb  our  meetings  in  hostile  manner,  but 
content  themselves  to  prosecute  us  and  Uiem  by 
order  of  law,  and  legal  process,  and  I  am  sure 
the  few  that  come  in  arms,  would  instantly  lay 
them  aside.     What  reason  there  is  then  for  a 
convention,  and  all  the  burdens  wherewith  it 
threateneth  the  poor,  afflicted,  distressed  king- 
dom, let  all  men  judge,  and  1  hope  these  con- 
cerned will  consider.     But,  Sir,  for  to  make  way 
to  these  discoveries  that  1  farther  promised,  hatn 
not  force  already  been  used  by  Dalziel's  army 
in  1666  and  1667,  and  now  again  by  the  High- 
land host  ?    hath  it  not  1>een  the  work  of  our 
parliament,  and  the  constant  will  of  our  council 
now  these  seventeen  years,  to  establish  conform- 
ity, and  suppress  what  they  call   the  contrary 
disorders  ?    nath  not  the  bond  and  lawborrows 
also  1>een  contrived  (and,  if  you  please,  you  may 
suppose,  that  one  or  both  of  them  had  been 
taken  universally)  with  the  greatest  caution  and 
most  e3ctensive  provision  imaginable  for  this  ef- 
fect? and  what  hath  all  availed,  and  what,  1 
pray  you,  can  be  promised,  from  the  utmost  of 
this  kind  that  can  be  devised  ?     Far  be  It  from 
me  to  boast,  the  subject  Is  too  sad,  and  1  know 
too  well  both  the  weakness  of  men,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  sublunary  things,  to  ^ve  way  to 
that  vanity ;  but  if  my  apprehensions  may  be 
received  by  you  with  the  same  sobriety  and  sin- 
cerity wherewith  1  desire  to  entertain  them,  I 
am  much  of  the  opinion,  that  albeit  we  should 
give  five,  nay  ten  years*  cess,  and  should  order 
all  the  forces  it  can  bear,  to  be  levied.  It  will 
not  bring  the  work  of  our  meetings  to  nought, 
and  men  will  much  sooner  weary  themselves 
both  of  paying  and  persecuting,  than  the  Lord's 
people  will  weary  of  his  service;  and  yet  for  all 
this  the  matter  is  far  from  being  desperate,  for 
let  but  a  fair  equal  liberty  be  granted,  not  ex- 
cluding any  caution  that  may  be  reasonable  for 
securing  of'^the  public  civil  peace,  and  I  dare  en- 
gage a  serenity  of  mutual  peace  amount  fellow- 
subjects,  and  pure  affection  and  submission  from 
all  to  his  majesty,  shall  shine  forth  amon^^st  us 
as  ever  blessed  a  people;  which  things  being  so 
hard  and  hopeless  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  thu 
other  so  easy  and  promising,  is  it  possible  men 
should  err  in  their  choice,  were  thev  not  under 
very  sinistrous  and  pernicious  influences?     I 
need  not  tell  you  how  factions  have  risen,  and 
been  driven  these  several  years  in  this  nation ; 
and  amongst  other  things  it  hath  been  one  of 
our  wicked  calumnies  to  persuade  themselves 
and  others,  that  the  malcontent  lords  and  we 
do  now  understand  one  another,  and  that,  I 
warrant  you,  is  dangerous  enough,  but  for  what 
other  reasons  or  ends,  except  it  be  to  involve 
tibemselves  with  us  in  the  same  oppressions,  and 
miseries  I  could  never  conceive.     Thus  you  see 
the  most  conformable  of  them  have  l>een  pressed 
with  the  late  bond  and  lawborrows,  and  that 
witlumt  any  resv>ect  either  to  thfiVt  q^v^>x^q^^%- 
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. cuioot  but  insert  it  as  a  note.*    Re- 

'  flections  upon  it  are  needless,  the 

Uonable  conronnity»  or  their  utter  incapacity  to 
undertake  for  others,  or  lastly,  the  certain  in- 
sifuiiicancy  of  the  bond  as  to  the  thing  pretend- 
ed to  by  it.  But  the  unhappiness  of  the  ai&ir 
was,  that  the  best  reason  that  these  malcontenu 
had  for  their  refusinr,  viz.  incapacity,  and  im- 
possibility was  also  the  strongest,  yea,  only  rea- 
son to  uTve  them  to  it,  seeing  that  the  imposers 
did  thereby  clearly  understand  that  bv  subscrib- 
ing or  enacting  they  would  be  wholly  at  tbeir 
mercy  for  the  full  avail  of  their  fortunes ;  and 


reader  will  easily  see,  that  they  narrate  the 
disorders  of  the  conntiy,  which  thej  lodge 


Scotland,  bv  his  majesty*a  authority  and 
mand,  at  this  time  assembled,  Gonsldering  the 
^eat  happiness,  peace,  and  tranquillity  they  en- 

ioy  uuder  his  nugesty  s  royal  government,  and 
Its  fatherly  care  for  this  his  ancient  kingdom, 
in  being  so  watchful  over  all  its  concern ;  and 
that  as  all  kings  and  estates  do  at  jn'eaent  care- 
fully secure  themselves  and  their  people,  by  pro> 
vidiu^  agaiust  all  such  foreign  juvasions  and 
Intestme  commotions,  as  may  make  them  a  prej 
to  their  enemies :  so  it  is  not  fit  that  this  king- 


now  that  you  know  how  obnoxious  our  gover-    dom  should  ouly  of  all  others,  remain  witbuut 


nors  have  made  themselves  by  their  late  acts, 
and  what  complaints  have  been  made  of  them, 
can  you  doubt  but  that  the  special  motive 
of  the  calling  of  this  convention,  hath  been 
that  common  maxim,  that  when  men  have 
run  into  the  greatest  disorders,  there  re- 
mains no  way  of  doing  better,  but  by  doing 
worse,  and  the  principal  end  of  the  indiction  is 
to  have  money  and  forces  to  secure  the  projectors 
bv  the  ruin  of  their  opposers  ?  I  confei<9<  it  is 
alMo  verv  probable,  that  avarice  and  ambition, 
especially  the  former,  have  had  a  powerful  ac- 
cession ;  but  tliis  is  no  further  of  my  concern 
than  to  tell  you,  that  he  must  be  very  dull,  or 
infinitoly  easy  and  opulent,  that  can  suffer  him- 
sflt'to  )>e  cheated  by  such  manifest  contrivances 
of  avarice,  ambition,  and  revenge,  out  of  both 
his  money  and  liberty,  uiK>n  thin  and  threadbare 
pretences  of  our  so  neces'UU'y,  harmless,  and 
easily  remediable  field  conventicles.  I  thought 
also  to  have  remarked  to  you  the  great  kindnevi 
of  the  country,  (so  much  wasted  unddisordci'ed) 
the  good  example  of  other  kings  (no  doubt  the 
most  Christian  king  for  one)  for  i<ecuring  them- 
selves against  foreign  and  their  own  pi*op1e,  our 
present  want  of  defence  iiguiuiit  foreign  inva- 
sions, (when  all  men  talk  of  a  general  peace) 
the  unproportionablcness  of  our  present  standing 
forces,  agiiinst  the  danger  of  conventicles,  (when 
yet  two  fair  words*,  let  them  serve  Go<l  in  quiet- 
ness, would  blow  away  all  the  ha'^ard)  and  the 
maintaining  of  the  forces  to  be  raised  in  the 
equal  and  regular  way  (that  is,  after  the  ex- 
hausting of  the  west,  by  an  equal  escacting  upon 
all)  which  are  the  rest  of  the  I'eaisons  hinted  at 
In  the  proclamation  ;  but  seeing  T  have  already 
said  enough  for  clearing  the  true  causes,  I  am 
loath  to  trouble  you  with  any  reflections,  and  do 
securely  leave  all  to  the  wisdom,  fidelity,  and 
courage  of  these  honourable  persons  that  arc  to 
meet  in  this  assembly,  and  the  sovereign  and 
overruling  disposal  ot  the  almighty  God,  who 
standeth  in  the  congregation  of  the  mighty,  and 
Judgeth  among  the  gods.  AVill  they  still  judge 
unjustly,  and  accept  the  persons  of  the  wicked? 
Let  thorn  drCend  the  poor  and  fatherless,  do  jus- 
tice to  the  uiTlictcd  and  needy,  deliver  the  poor 
and  needy,  and  rid  them  out  of  the  hands  ot  the 
wicked  ;  if  they  know  not,  neither  will  under- 
stan<l,  if  they  walk  on  in  darkness,  when  all  the 
foundations  of  the  land  are  out  of  course,  though 
they  be  called  gods,  and  nil  of  them  the  children 
of  (lie  nioiit  High,  yet  shall  they  die  like  men, 
and  fall  as  one  of  the  princes.  Arise,  O  God, 
jiid^e  the  earth,  for  thou  shalt  inherit  all  nations. 
So  J  hid  you  farewell. 

*  Act  and  itffer  of  1,800,000  jwunds  by  the 

convention^  16*8. 

ITie  convention  of  estates  of  tVic  "kinj^doTa 


A' 


defence,  in  a  time  wherein  these  dangeroiH  field 
conventicles,  declared  by  law  *  reocWzvouses  of 
rebellion,'  do  sUll  grow  in  their  numbensod 
insolences,  against  ul  which,  the  present  forors 
cannot  in  reason  be  thought  a  suitable  Mcurity. 
And  considering  the  many  frequent  and  renewtd 
professions  this  kingdom  hath  made,  with  thnr 
lives  and  fortunes  to  ser^e  hia  mi^csty,  in  the 
midnteuance  of  his  honour,  and  greatness,  and 
that  there  is  a  new  o]>portunit^  etfered  to  them 
to  make  good  the  professions  ul  their  zeal,  dutj, 
and  affection ;  in  rcc<^nizauce  whereof,  and  in 
humble  acknowledgment  of  the  same,  and  that 
his  migesty  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  raise 
more  forces  for  securing  this  his  ancient  king- 
dom, against  all  foreign  invasions  and  intestine 
commotions ;  and  to  the  end,  they  may  be  main- 
tained by  equal  and  regular  ways :  and  to  let 
the  world  see  the  unanimous  affection  c»f  this  his 
ttunesty's  ancieut  kingdom,  fmr  the  maintenanos 
of  his  mi^eaty's  royal  greatness,  authocity,  and 
government,  in  church  and  state,  as  it  is  now 
asserted  and  established  by  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom, and  in  order  to  the  entertainment  of  such 
forces,  as  his  u^jesty  Nhall  raise  tor  the  defence 
thereof,  the  convention  of  estates  of  this  king- 
dom, for  themselves,  and  in  name  of,  and  as 
representing  this  his  m^esty*s  ancient  kingdom, 
do  humbly  beseech  his  majesty  would  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  accept  the  unanimou*,  ready, 
and  cheerful  offer,  and  humble  tender  of  a  new 
supply  of  eighteen  hundred  thousand  pounds 
Scots  money,  to  be  raised  and  paid  forth  of  the 
shires  and  burghs  of  this  his  nugesty's  ancieat 
kingdom,  in  the  space  of  five  years,  according  to 
the  prewnt  valuations,  and  that  as  twenty-five 
months'  cess,  in  the  whole,  being  five  months 
yearly,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  sixtj 
thousand  pounds  Scots,  ilk  year,  at  two  terms 
in  the  year,  by  equal  portions,  beginning  the 
first  term's  payment,  being  one  hundred  and 
fourscore  thousand  pounds,  at  the  feast  and  term 
of  Martinmas  next  to  come,  for  the  half  yesr 
immediately  preceding,  commencing  from  the 
term  of  Whitsunday  last,  in  this  year  of  God, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  seventy  and  eight 
years,  and  so  forth  to  continue,  and  paying  term- 
ly  the  foresaid  sum  of  one  hundred  and  four- 
score thousand  |>ounds  Scots,  until  the  term  of 
Whitsunday,  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty 
and  three  years  inclusive,  which  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  lie  the  last  term  of  the  said  five  years, 
within  which  space,  the  said  sum  of  eighteen 
hundred  thousand  pounds  Scots,  is  due  and 
payable,  and  that  at  the  proportions  under  writ- 
ten respective,  being  five  months*  cess  yearly,  by 
the  foresaid  space  of  five  years,  which  is*  two 
TxvQu^Xvs  VktA  wi<^  ^^^  fSLQuth's  cess  for  every 
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field  cooTentideB)  for  remedy  of  which 
ftgree  to  the  raising  and  paying  of  an 
,  for  tnboflting  of  which  they  lay  their 
iment  npon  the  country,  and  condnde 
ih  a  very  rigorous  method  of  uplifting 
loney.  By  this  the  bishops  have  at 
i  tiieir  wishes.    Their  friends  are  pro- 

ior  in  the  army,  presbyterians  are 
liyided,  and  then  home  down  by  the 
srs,  and  by  the  severities  of  'tiiis  new 
tiiey  are  forced  to  a  rising  next  year, 
is  act  divided  those  who  were  already 
nted,  and  the  debates  upon  the  lawiul- 
ir  unlawfulness  of  paying  the  cess  here 
led,  were  Act  few.  Upon  the  one 
it  was  strongly  urged,  that  the  pay- 
of  this  cess  was  an  active  concuiring 
the  persecutors  in  their  bearing  down 
d  Lord's  work  in  the  land ;  and  it  was 
it  was  much  the  same  whether  this 
kme  by  the  sword  or  the  purse.  Upon 
ther  side  it  was  reasoned,  that  since 
noe  was  both  expected  and  used,  it  ap- 
id  more  advisable  by  a  piece  of  money 
reserve  themselves  and  their  jfamilies 
,  and  their  substance  in  their  hands, 
etier  uses,  than  by  an  absolute  refusal 
re  an  occasion,  and  afibrd  a  legal  pre- 
to  the  collectors'  cruelty,  to  destroy 
snd  take  as  much  as  would  raise 
Maintain  two  armies.  It  was  add- 
hat  paying  cess  in  this  case  was  not 
taneous,  but  involuntary  and  forced, 
therefore  to  be  excused,  a  person  in 
circumstances  being  rather  a  sufierer 

an  actor;  and  though  it  would  be 
Inly  sinful  in  a  metohant,  to  throw  his 
8  into  the  sea  in  fair  weather,  yet  it 
ttes  his  duty  to  lighten  the  ship,  that 
lay  save  his  life  in  a  storm.  Some  of 
geod  parts  and  great  piety  were  upon 
ddfes  of  this  debate^  and  the  heats  and 
kts  among  ministers,  preachers,  and 
le,  were  not  small.  The  banished  mi- 
irs  in  Holland  were  warmly  against 
Dg  this  assessment ;  and  such  ministers 

who  were  of  the  same  sentiments 
ched  against  the  paying  of  it,  and  some 
be  hearers  violently  pressed  ministers 
»reach  against  it,  while  those  of  the 
r  side  asked,  how  they  would  keep  it 
much  more  out  of  the  soldiers'  hands  ? 
inst  paying  it  the  example  of  one  of 


the  primitive  Christians  was  much 
uiged,  who  having  rashly  demolished 
an  idol  temple^  chooeed  to  suffer  martyrdom 
before  he  would  rebuild  it  These  who  were 
for  paying  it,  as  the  lesser  evil  of  sufferings 
were  silent  till  the  damour  and  heat  was  a 
little  over«  and  used  to  dedare,  that  if  in  th  eir 
judgment  they  had  been  against  paying  it, 
they  would  have  advised  people  to  retire 
and  leave  the  country.  Some  few  did  pay 
it  with  a  declaration,  and  chose  the  middle 
way  betwixt  paying  it  without  any  testis* 
mony  against  what  was  evil  in  it,  and  re- 
fusing to  pay  at  all.  Among  these  the 
fimrementioned  Qnintin  Dick  in  DalmeUing- 
ton  was  one.  And  it  mill  not  be  unaccep- 
table to  some  of  my  readers  to  set  down 
from  his  own  papen  his  exercise  and  prac- 
tice in  this  matter  in  his  own  words.  *  In 
the  year  1678,  the  king,  by  an  act  of  the 
convention  of  estates,  did  impose  upon  the 
subjects,  a  cess  to  be  paid,  and  by  the  act 
did  signify  <the  reasons  for  which  he  im- 
posed it ;  and  among  othera  this  is  one,  for 
levying  and  keeping  up  of  forces  to  suppress 
these  meetings,  called  conventicles.  The 
act  with  this  qualification  did  beget  in  many 
a  reluctance  to  give  obedience;  and  amongst 
othen,  having  made  it  my  work  in  my  place 
and  station  (as  a  witness  to  the  interest  of 
my  Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ)  to  keep 
at  distance  from  all  manner  of  sinM  com- 
pliance or  accession  to  the  overthrow  of  his 
work  and  wonhip  in  Scotland,  I  judged 
myself  deeply  concerned  how  to  carry  in 
this  case :  espedally,  when  by  the  holy  and 
sovereign  dispensation  of  God,  for  his  own 
holy  and  wise  ends^  he  hath  made  it  the  sad 
lot  of  the  honest  ministers  and  professors  in 
Scotfand  at  this  time,  to  be  under  a  spirit 
of  division  and  rent,  to  that  measure,  that 
though  all  were  for  bearing  witness  to  one 
and  the  same  cause  and  interest,  yet  they 
could  not  agree  in  one  and  the  same  method 
and  way  of  entering  their  testimony.  In 
this  hour  of  darkness,  being  mudi  perplexed 
how  to  carry  without  scandal  and  offence, 
I  betook  myself  to  Ood  for  protection  and 
direction :  for  protection,  that  I  teight  be 
kept  from  any  measure  of  denpng  of  Christ, 
or  giving  ground  to  persecutors  to  think  or 
say,  that  I  had  contributed  any  thing  for 
the  overthrow  of  ClwVi^%  ^w^^\  «^^  ^<st 
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.^  direction,  that  I  should  not  be  found 
*  to  staye  off  mj  trouble  upon  any 
grounds,  but  such  as  might  be  dearly  war- 
ranted from  the  word  of  God.    And  after 
much  liberty  in  pouring  out  my  heart  to 
Ood,  I  was  brought  to  weigh,  that  as  my 
paying  of  it  might  be  by  some  interpret  a 
scandal,  and  a  sinful  acquiescence  in  the 
magistrate's  sinful  command ;  so  upon  the 
other  hand,  my  refusing  to  pay  it  would  be 
the  greater  scandal,  being  found  to  dash 
against  a  known  command  of  God,  of  giving 
to  all  their  due,  tribute  to  whom  tribute  is 
due,  custom  to  whom  custom ;  and  knowing 
that  Christ  Jesus,  for  that  same  very  end,  to 
eyite  offence,  did  both  pay  tribute  himself, 
and  commanded  his  followers  to  do  it,  I 
could  see  no  way  to  refuse  payment  of  that 
cess,  unless  1  had  clashed  with  that  com- 
mand of  paying  tribute  unto  Cesar.     So  to 
evite  the  scandal  of  compliance  on  the  one 
hand,  and  disobedience  to  the  magistrate  in 
matter  of  custom  on  the  other,*!  came  to  a 
determination  to  give  in  my  cess  to  the 
collector  of  the  shire  of  Ayr  where  I  lived, 
with  a  protestation  against  the  magistrate's 
sinful  qualification  of  his  conmiands,  and  a 
full  adherence  unto  these  meetings  of  Qod^s 
people,  called  conventicles,  which  in  the  act 
he  declared  his  design  to  bear  down,  as  the 
protestation  itself,  signed  by  my  hand  more 
fully  bears  in  a  paper  by  itself.     1  had  no 
sooner  done  this,  but  I  was  trysted  with 
many  sharp  censures  from  many  hands, 
among  which  this  was  one,  that  my  protes- 
tation was   only  to   evite  sufferings,  and 
could  be  of  no  weight,  being  protestatio 
cantraria  facto.  But  being  truly  persuaded, 
that  it  is  the  magistrate's  right  to  impose 
and  exact  cess  and  custom,  I  could  have  no 
clearness  to  state  my  sufferings  in  opposi- 
tion unto  so  express  a  command  of  God. 
And  as  to  the  magistrate's  sinful  qualifica- 
tion, having  so  openly  declared  and  pro- 
tested against  it,  I  conceive  the  censure  of 
this  to  evite  suffering,  is  altogether  ground- 
less; seeing  the  enemy  has  subscribed  with 
my  hand  before  witnesses,  a  resolute  ad- 
herence to  that  which  they  say  this  tends 
to  overthrow ;  and  if  he  mind  to  persecute 
upon  the  ground  of  owning  conventides, 
he  has  a  fair  and  full  oecasioTi  a^inst  me, 


my  suffering  upon  refiisiiig  to  pay  oess  to 
the  magistrate,  1  have  no  deameta  to  ex- 
pose myself,  or  give  him  groand  to  found 
my  sufferings  upon  sndi  a  refoaaL  And 
when  my  subtile  adyeraary  seeks  gwwmds 
to  state  my  trouble  upon  my  oppodtion  to 
any  of  the  commands  of  God,  I  absohitdy 
hold  it  for  duty  to  own  these  commands,  hj 
paying  of  Cecnr's  due,  and  to  obviate  h^ 
subtilties  by  a  dear  protestation  against 
sinful  qualifications.  So  whateyer  has,  or 
shall  be  the  censure  of  friend  or  foe,  this  I 
say  to  the  praise  and  gkny  of  my  God  and 
my  guide,  I  have  met  with  from  him  much 
comfort,  peace  of  mind,  and  rest  in  my  con- 
sdenoe :  **  Thou  hast  holden  me  by  my 
right  hand,  thou  shalt  guide  me  with  thy 
counsel,  and  afterward  rec^ye  me  to 
glory."' 

A  few  months  ended  this  debate  pncti- 
oally,  and  all  were  forced  to  pay  this  im- 
podtion  one  way  or  other.  We  shall,  in 
the  progress  of  this  history,  meet  with  many 
instances  of  the  severities  of  the  soldiers  in 
exacting  cess  from  good  pe<^le  who  scrupled 
to  pay  it  I  shall  only  give  one  instance 
this  year  out  of  many.  James  Graham  of 
Claverhouse,  with  a  numerous  party  of 
soldiers,  came  and  quartered  upon  Gilbert 
M'Meiken  in  new  Glenluce  parish,  for  a 
good  many  days,  without  paying  any  thing; 
and  when  they  went  off,  though  they  had 
consumed  ten  times  the  value  of  the  cess, 
they  carried  with  them  three  horses  worth 
ten  pounds  sterling.  John  Arrol  who  com- 
manded the  party,  was  killed  next  year  at 
Drumclog,  and  had  his  bowels  tread  out  by 
a  horse. 

Before  I  leave  this  matter  of  the  conven- 
tion, let  me  take  some  notice  of  the  state 
and  circumstances  of  the  army,  and  the 
afiair  of  the  militia,  which  came  towards 
the  end  of  this  year  to  make  some  noise. 
The  troops  to  be  nuiintained  upon  this  cess 
were  prindpally  designed  against  the  pirs- 
byterians.  The  settling  of  the  Highlands 
was  also  made  a  pretext  for  some  of  them. 
I  shall  give  some  hints  how  this  afiair,  and 
that  of  the  militia,  stood  this  year,  as  frr  as 
I  can  gather  from  the  registers. 

September  I  Ith,  I  find  a  letter  from  the 
king  read  in  council,  requiring  them  to  nuse 


under  my  hand :  but  if  be  m\en^  lo  «\aXA \  Vmvq  ^N^^^Q\asii^  ct^xKi^uiies,  t^  a  stop  may 
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be  pot  to  the  depredationfl  in  the  Highlands ; 
and  ordering  each  company  to  consist  of 
150,  besides  officers.  I  do  not  find  in  the 
registers  that  any  such  companies  are  raised. 
Indeed  at  this  time  they  are  so  throng  in 
prosecuting  conventicles,  that  they  seem  to 
mind  nothing  else;  and  it  may  be,  the 
managers  inclined  to  have  the  soldiers,  sup- 
ported by  the  cess,  employed  mostly  that 
way.  September  13th,  they  mite  a  letter 
to  the  lord  M'Donald,  ordering  him  to  at- 
tend them,  September  27th,  that  he  may 
give  security  for  the  peace  of  his  bounds ; 
but  he  makes  no  haste  to  wait  on  them. 
And,  October  10th,  the  registers  bear, '  that 
the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
having,  for  the  peace  of  the  Highlands, 
granted  warrant  to  keep  a  garrison  at  In- 
Terlochy,  do  give  warrant  to  their  com^ 
mander  to  garrison  the  house  of  Dowart 
belonging  to  the  earl  of  Argyle,  or  that  of 
Kenlochallen  belonging  to  Maclean  of 
Lochbowie,  or  that  of  Dunolich  belonging 
to  the  laird  of  M'Coul,  or  Bartallen  belong- 
ing to  the  earl  of  Caithness,  as  he  shall  find 
cause.  November  1 1  th,  they  write  another 
letter,  charging  the  lord  McDonald  to  com- 
pear before  them  November  28th.'  But 
that  popish  lord  continues  to  sit  their 
chai^ges,  and,  it  is  said,  wanted  not  a  Mend 
at  court,  who  one  day  might  have  service 
for  him  and  his  popish  vassals,  as  much  as 
the  council  had  for  the  Highlanders  in  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  against  the  west 
country. 

The  business  of  the  militia  was  a  matter 
that  more  nearly  concerned  the  managers, 
and  of  greater  consequence  to  them  for 
securing  their  arbitrary  measures,  and  the 
bearing  down  of  presbyterians,  and  there- 
fore some  more  vigorous  steps  are  taken  in 
it.  A  letter  is  read  in  council,  October 
9th,  from  the  king,  signifying  that  he  had 
granted  commissions  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
foot,  consisting  of  eight  companies,  and 
three  troops  of  horse,  of  sixty  men  each, 
besides  officers,  to  secure  the  kingdom  from 
foreign  invasions,  and  intestine  commo- 
tions ;  and  requiring  all  the  officers  of  the 
former  and  new  levied  forces  to  attend  their 
respective  chains  upon  pain  of  his  displea- 
sure. The  council  nominate  the  earls  of 
Murray,  Wigton,  and  Linlithgow,  the  bishop 


of  Galloway  (lately  made  a  counsellor, 
and  now  he  must  be  employed  for  the 
church  in  military  affiurs)  lords  Elphinston, 
Ross,  and  Collington,  and  Mr  Maitland,  or 
any  three  of  them,  to  meet  the  22d  instant, 
and  deliver  commissions  to  the  officers  named 
by  his  majesty,  and  to  order  them  to  ren- 
dezvous on  the  links  of  Leith  last  Thursday 
of  November,  and  appoint  the  earl  of  Lin- 
lithgow to  intimate  his  majesty's  pleasure 
above  to  all  concerned.  It  would  seem 
these  new  forces  did  not  fully  answer  the 
ends  proposed,  and  therefore,  November 
14th,  a  letter  comes  down  from  the  king  to 
the  council,  about  raising  and  modelling 
five  thousand  foot,  and  five  hundred  horse 
out  of  the  militia  troops.  The  council  ac- 
quiesce in  it,  and  no  doubt  it  was  the  con- 
cert of  the  prevailing  party  among  them, 
and  send  up  instructions  relative  to  this 
matter,  for  the  king  to  give  his  consent  to, 
of  which  more  just  now.  December  19th, 
this  matter  is  brought  to  some  ripeness; 
and  another  letter  comes  down  from  the 
king,  giving  them  thanks  for  their  care  in 
this  matter,  and  fully  approving  their  in- 
structions to  the  commissioners  of  the 
militia,  and  the  division  of  them,  as  to  the 
difierent  shires  through  the  kingdom,  with 
an  oath  that  the  king  i^idll  have  all  of  them 
to  take.  I  have  insert  all  those  in  a  note 
below,  for  the  use  of  such  as  are  willing  to 
peruse  them :  indeed  this  was  a  model  to 
make  the  militia  effectual  for  all  the  ends  of 
a  large  standing  army,  and  a  promising 
method  to  bear  down  and  ruin  presby- 
terians.* 


*  King**  letter  with  instructions  about  the  miHiia^ 
with  his  letter  about  the  oath  and  the  tenor  of  it, 
December  I9th,  1678. 

Right  trasty  and  well-belored,  &o.  We  greet 
you  well.  Having  received  an  account  of  your 
diligence  in  the  matter  of  the  new  model  ot  the 
militia  of  that  our  ancient  kingdom  (so  earnestly, 
in  our  letter  of  the  S6th  October  last,  recom- 
mended to  your  care)  we  are  therewith  so  well 
satisfied,  that  we  cannot  but  return  you  our 
thanks  for  the  same,  and  for  the  cheerful  readi- 
ness that  appears  in  you  upon  all  occasions,  to 
promote  our  service.  We  have  seen  the  instruc- 
tions prepared  by  you  to  be  given  to  the  com- 
missioners of  our  militia,  with  a  particular 
account  of  the  division  of  the  five  thousand  foot, 
and  five  hundred  horse  on  the  several  shires, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  militia  ap- 
pointed by  the  twenty-fifth  act  of  the  third 
session  of  our  first  parliament,  in  the  year,  1669. 
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I  come  now  to  gmther  up  some    year,  left  of  demgtt  to  thk  ^pAtce,  which  may 


other  thiim[«  which  fell   oat  this 


And  we  being  rery  well  piMwd  with  both,  have 
now  Uioug^bt  fit  to  let  you  know,  tbmt  we  do 
approve  the  aeme.  And  therefore,  we  do  hereby 
authorize  and  require  you,  to  enjoin  the  oom- 
mlnionert  ot'  our  militia,  panctoaliy  to  obwrve 
those  instractions :  and  we  do  further  authorize 

?'0u,  to  add  unto  them  such  other  directions  and 
natmctions,  as  you  shall  IVom  time  to  time 
Judge  iMedful,  for  the  more  effectual  performing 
tliat  service.  In  the  mean  time,  we  will  give 
orders  to  despatch  the  commissions  for  the  offi- 
cers, conform  to  the  several  precincts  mentimwd 
in  the  said  division,  to  the  end  no  time  may  be 
lost  in  bringing  so  good  a  woiic  to  perfection. 
We  have  recei^  your  letter,  dated  the  last  of 
Kovember,  and  are  very  well  satisfied  with 
those  hearty  expreoions  of  your  duty  to  os  and 
our  government ;  for  which  we  return  yon  our 
thanui,  1>eing  wvll  aAvured  of  your  contmuance 
In  the  same.  We  bid  you  heartily  fiurewell. 
Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  tenth  day 
of  December,  1678,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirtieth 
year.     By  his  mi^esty's  command, 

LAUDSaDALK. 

FoOow  the  mttructiofu  mentioned  in  his  fnajesty's 
letteTf  to  be  f^ven  by  his  majettif*s  privy  councU 
to  the  comrmmaners  tf  the  militia  of  the  several 
skires  in  the  kingdom  fjf  Scotland. 
His  m^esty  taking  to  consideration  the  great 
dangers  which  threaten  his  sacred  person  and 
government,  and  all  hia  good  and  fiUthful  sub- 
JectH,  both  from  foreign  and  intestine  designs, 
and  especially  from  the  hellish  plot  of  Jesuits 
and  papists,  and  turbulent  commotions  of  sedi- 
tious people ;  and  his  migesty  relying  much  on 
the  constant  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  this  his 
ancient  kingdom,  and  laying  hold  upon  the  fre- 
quent oflfem  made  by  them  to  him  of  the  militia 
of  horse  and  foot  within  the  same,  hath  by  his 
letter  to  hia  privy  council,  signified  his  royal 
will,  for  putting  a  part  of  the  said  militia  in  a 
fit  capacity  to  act  for  the  preservation  of  him- 
self: in  obedience  whcreunto,  his  mnjesty*s  privy 
council  have,  by  an  act  relative  to  his  mi^esty's 
letter,  appointed  five  thousand  foot,  and  five  hun- 
dred horse,  of  the  number  of  the^e  twenty  thou- 
sand foot,  and  two  thousand  horse  of  the  militia 
established  by  act  of  parliament,  to  be  drawn  out 
of  the  several  shires  and  burehn  of  this  kingdom, 
being  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  (not  including  the 
militia  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh)  and  that  these 
five  thousand  foot,  and  five  hundred  horse  be 
established  according  to  the  rule  of  proportion  : 
and  whereas  the  proportion  of  your  shire  of 

is  foot,  and  horses,  you  are 

therefore  ordered  to  stent  the  number  ox  horse- 
men and  footmen,  upon  the  parishes,  heritors 
and  llferenters  in  your  shire,  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, having  always  a  care  to  pitch  iqM>n  such  as 
may  constantly  attend  the  service.  You  are  to 
appoint  all  these  listed  within  your  shire  to  ren- 
dezvous and  keep  together  four  days  each  month, 
at  such  times,  and  such  places,  as  the  m^or  of 
foot,  or  lieutenant  of  horse  shall  appoint,  whe- 
ther it  be  by  single  companies  of  foot,  squads  of 
horve,  or  greater  number,  or  the  whole,  as  the 
major  of  foot,  or  lieutenant  of  horse  shall  order. 
You  are  to  order  the  heritors  to  give  allowance 
to  the  horsemen  and  foot  soldiers,  for  V.ee^\tvf; 
the  atUd  diet»  of  rendezvous  of  four  day  am  e^ierj 


tend  a  little  to  cnlif  hten  the  history  ef  this 


montK  and  that  Ibr  tea  mantha  (hia  lai^city 
being  to  pay  them  for  the  last  two  months^  at 
the  rate  of  six  shillings  Scots  a  day  for  Ilk  foot- 
man, and  eighteen  shuUiigs  Scots  for  each  harse^ 
man,  conform  to  the  act  of  parliament;  and 
ready  obedience  is  expected  hereto,  teeinc  they 
are  at  no  more  expense  by  paying  forty  days  to 
this  nnmbor,  than  they  were  at  formerly,  by 
paving  ten  days  to  the  wh<de,  which  they  either 
did,  or  should  have  done.  The  heritors  of  yonr 
shire  are  to  pay  their  proportion  of  fbrty-dght 
pounds  Scots  to  the  trumpeter,  with  the  diires 
who  are  joined  with  them  In  constituting  the 
troop;  as  also  yonr  thire  is  to  pay  twelva 
pounds  Soots  to  every  drummer  who  serves  in 
the  companies  within  yonr  shire  conform  to  the 
act  of  parliament  You  are  to  anpofnt  two  of 
yonr  number,  per  vices,  to  attend  the  first  day  of 
each  monthly  rendezvous  within  your  shin^ 
and  one  of  your  number  to  attend  the  general 
rendecvoua  of  your  regiment  or  troop  when 
they  come  together,  it  being  neoeasary  that  there 
be  one  commissioner  present  for  every  shire, 
out  of  which  the  regiment  or  trora  is  takes,  to 
the  effect  they  may  give  order  for  fining  and 
punishinj;  the  absents,  and  for  proceeding  against 
all  deficients,  and  for  performance  of  ewry 
thing  eke  incumbent  to  them,  eoofonn  to  tlie 
acts  of  parliamoit  and  council  made  thereanent, 
as  well  in  every  company  of  foot,  and  squadron 
of  horse,  as  wKen  the  whole  regiment  and  troo* 
are  together,  lliese  two  commiasioners,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  commanding  oflRcer,  pre- 
sent for  the  time,  of  the  foot  company  or  squad- 
ron of  horse,  or  corporalship.  and  of  the  mi^or 
of  foot  and  lieutenant  of  horse,  or  other  com- 
'  manding  oflicer  present,  when  the  regiment  of 
foot  or  troop  of  horse  are  together,  are  carefully 
to  causo  poind  every  deficient  and  other  trans- 
gressors, conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and 
council  anent  the  militia ;  hereby  requiring  the 
said  commissioners  to  do  exact  dUigence  herein, 
as  they  will  be  answerable  at  their  utmost  peril, 
and  certifying  these  commissioners  who  shall  be 
absent,  or,  being  present,  shall  neglect  their  duty 
hereby  and  by  act  of  parliament  entrusted  to 
them,  they  shall  be  proceeded  against  as  con- 
temners or  his  majesty's  authority  and  service, 
and  neglecters  of  the  public  peace  of  the  king- 
dom. 

N.  B.  Several  instructions,  not  of  any  pubUe 
concern,  are  left  out. 

These  instructions  the  council  earnestly  re- 
commend to  you,  as  you  would  testify  yrrar 
care  and  affection  to  the  protestant  religion,  and 
of  the  preservation  of  the  honours,  lives  and 
fortunes,  not  only  of  the  present,  but  of  the  suc- 
ceeding generations,  and  as  you  would  not  dis- 
satisfy or  disappoint  so  gracious  and  so  affec- 
tionate a  king,  who,  upon  all  occasions,  and 
especially  this,  hath  evidenced  so  great  a  trust 
In  you,  and  so  great  solicitude  for  your  safety. 
Appruven  at  Whitehall,  December  10th,  1678. 

Laudkrdali:. 


Division  of  the  Jive  thousand  Jvotf  on  the  differmt 
shires  of  Scotland, 

Reg.  1.  Shire  of  Hoxburffh  and  Selkirk  SSS 
men.  Berwick  20a  Peebles  66.  Dumfries 
^tno.    Wilton  and  Kirkcudbright  800. 

\\«^.  <^  ^VVr^fA'E^x^nst^tOQ.  Haddington 
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period  and  thBj  are  let  dows  mnch  tn  tlw 
orderoftimetheyrellouL  Decembci  17th, 
1677,  tbe  council  order  Or  Jbbm  l>cilej 
piacipal  of  UarUbal  colleyB  in  AberdMO, 
to  b«  uiicd,  nA  carefuUjr  tent  Uto  Edin- 
bui^b :  «ii^  Jaauaxj  3r^  thia  jeai,  the 
doctor  uffem  before  tbe  cousdl,  Kui  ii 
chaiyed  *  with  writing  two  miuiTe  letter((  | 
tbe  on«  dated  the  peoult  dftj  of  Ootobor, 
tb«  other  the  8Mh  of  Nftvemdier  Iturt,  to  tbe 
kioiwp  of  Loadflo,  coKtaisio^  mtaiy  gram 
Uea,  aepeniom^  and  micrepresentatiavs  of 
tbo  public  a0airB  of  Uus  kii^dom,  aud  prc^ 
«»ediiigB  at  hia  m;^cstf't  priiy  council,  aod 
desiring  tbe  bishop  to  adviae  hia  mtjvtj  to 
do  things  incootisteBt  with  the  ataBding 
]aw%  of  tbe  kingdom.  Ths  stud  doctor  did 
with  great  remorse  ackoAwUdg*  bii  foUy 

aOO.  linlitbgow  as.  Stirllv  and  Clacknian- 
nvi  166.    Laiiu-kSfiO.    Ayr  and  Renlnir  110. 

H^.  3.  SblnafFirerniAKliironWO.  Perth 
40a     Hare  for  locality  !£>. 

Hcg.  t.  ^inof  Forfor£t9.  KiocardiDeand 
AlarnhillEOO.  Reniuient  part  of  Aberdeen  and 
BaiBff  t64.  Lotalitlae  of  Argyla,  DumWrtsn, 
•ad  Bnteaoa 

Keg.  5.  Sblreof  KtgiDudNdmSig.  Eul 
of  Scafbrth  and  Lont't  diTition  of  InTernm 
16&  Tbe  reel  of  Hoea  ICia  Sathariand  and 
CaithnsH  SOOl     Orkoejr  and  ZeUaod  1 E6. 

lode.  iBSH.      I 

iKouun  ^mmlioTied  m  hii  miyati/'t  ItUcr]  tf  fat 
hitndfti  kwK  on  the  Mcwrai  tkira  of  ScoUsnd, 
Troop  1.  The  ■him  of  RosboTgh  and  Selkirk 

37.      Berwick  and   Prebla  «fi.     Dumfrln  JS. 

Wigton  and  Suwaitryor  KirkcodbriEht ». 
Troop  i.    Sbire  of  Edinkurib,  HaddiDiton, 

■ad  Linllihrow  16.     S^rling  and  ClackinaDnan 

K.      Lanark  97. 

Troop  3.    SUres  of   Fif*  and  Klnroea  M. 

Perth  U. 

Troop  i.    Sbtn  of  Forfar  SB.     Kineardlne. 

and  wrl  Manball'i  dlilaleD  of  Abardnaihiro 

IS.      Rat  of  Aberdeuuhks  and  Bamffiblra  M. 
Troop  S.    Shin  or  Elgin,  Nairn,  loTemeH, 

RoH,  SntherUnd,  and  Caithneee  66.     Ayr  and 

RrafrtwU. 

Inde.  MO. 

The  «me  d^,  Ung'i  UlUr  ohwl  Ikt  talk,  vath 
the  cnor  Ihernf. 
Right  truMT  and  well  beloved.  Sic.  We  greet 
you  well.  We  having,  for  the  Hcuril;  of  our 
andont  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  prote^ 
lant  religinu  (beroia,  ordained  yuu  by  oar  letUr 
S6Ih  Oetober  lul.  Id  draw  out  five  ihouaand 
Ant.  and  Ave  hundred  horeeafour  militia  Ibrcea 
•<  that  our  kingdom,  to  be  trained  auddliciplin- 
ed  ill  manner  Iberein  eipreiti  and  beiug  deiir- 
one  (bal  lucb  ns  are  to  be  employed  In  that  eer- 
ika  be  in  ■  DHHl  sure  and  ■peclaloanner  obliged 

aa  well  ■■  our  royal  Inlereu  (which  two  we 
tUnk  Iniaparablr  eoi^<tee4)  It  )a  ibaralm  onr 


:i67a 


■ndeiTor  in  writing  SO,  and  omfttMd  , 
the  same  was  ao  great »  dime  that  his 
life  was  not  sufficient  to  expiAte  it,  andihain- 
blf  snbmitl«d  himself  to  what  punishmeot 
tba  council  should  think  St  to  inflict.  Th« 
council  declare  his  place  vacant,  and  bUen 
i^bo  the  evl  of  MarsbAll's  hiniin,  and  or^ 
dain  him  upon  bis  knees  to  crave  the  couD' 
dl  pardon,  irhiob  be  did  immediately,  bearU 
ily  and  particularly  begging  bis  grace  the 
duke  of  Landerdale  pardon,  vbom  he  bad 
w>  groiwdlesslj  and  causelessly  abuaedj' 
and  is  eet  at  liberty.  I  know  no  more  of 
tbia  nutter.  It  seems  the  doctor  had  writ 
ten  a  little  too  plainly  anent  the  practio«a 
of  the  duk^  and  Borne  way  or  other  his 
ktt«n  came  to  lus  hands.  And  however 
fthwdsnc*  d  freedoB  was  used  with  rel^ 


will  a 


we,  that  you  glv* 


I  the  oath*  of  alleclanc*  wd 

., __.  from  all  the  wldtBa,  both 

hone  and  foot,  to  be  employed  nnder  them,  tba 
oatk  In  a  pa^r  benwlth  sent,  and  that  not  In 
tbe  ordinary  way  that  lucb  military  oatki  naa 

to  be  exacted,  by  drawing '*""  " ' 

pany  together  In  a  body, 


1,  by  drawing  up  tbe  troop  or 
-  In  a  body,%nl  that  eve^y  hioic 
ither,  ^aU  by  hlmadf  iwtar  tl 


eame.     And  to  the  elhcl  thle _, „ . 

rule  over  all,  we  hara  thought  It  Bt,  tb^  oar 
Handing  tatti,  both  bone  and  fbot,  and  4m- 
goane  abvady  railed,  or  that  befon  tbIa  wo  ban 
ordered  lo  be  raited,  do  likawiee  take  tbii  oatli. 
and  Id  the  lame  manner  that  thoHof  our  mlUtIa 
•ra  sppointed  to  do,  Id  wUcb  you  aro  to  gtve  the 


tame  order  lo 


tdd 


mi^r-genenl;  and 
you  heartily  fireweh.  Given  at  our  cODTt  at 
Whitehall,  tlw  teath  day  of  Deeember  1678,  and 
of  oar  nlgn  th*  thirtieth  year.  By  tale  a^i*- 
ty^j  command, 

Joflaiw  the  farta  of  the  mililary  eali. 
I  A.  B.  do  iwear  to  be  true  and   fkithrul  Co 
'    -d  king  Chirln,  and  bit  biwrul 
lu  my  elation  to  maintain  the 


DOW  ettabllahed  by  law,  and  to  opsoae  to  my 
power  th«  damnable  prloclplo  of  taking  upanut 
againtl  the  king,  ortheae  commltdonatebyhlm, 
upon  any  pntcxt  whatsoever,  and  to  be  obedient 
In  all  thioga  to  hit  mijeity't  m^or-nneral  or 
command  ir-in- chief,  authorized  by  hit  mutely 
for  the  time  being,  and  will  bebave  myielf  obe- 
diently to  my  auperlor  oScan,  in  all  thai  Ibey 
■ball  command  me  In  hit  majetcy'i  terrlca. 
and  I  do  further  iwear,  that  I  will  be  a  true, 
faithful  and  obedient  soldier,  every  way  per- 
forming my  beet  iDdeavourt  In  hit  tsajeaty'a 
HTvice,  obeying  all  ordcn,  and  lubmlttloc  to  all 
Bucb  rulee  and  article*  of  war,  aa  are  or  iball  he 
ealBbllthed  by  bta  majeity.  So  help  ate  God. 
By  hit  miueMy'i  apecial  command, 

WfaUabaU,  lOtk  D«Mnhet,\«1^ 


496 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  11. 


lion  to  the  duke's  administration  at 
London,  yet  nothing  of  this  nature 
was  let  pass  here. 

Another  process,  somewhat  of  the  same 
nature,  I  find  commenced  in  August  this 
year,  against  some  gentlemen  in  the  south. 
August  1st,  the  council  being  informed  of 
some  treasonable  expressions  uttered  by 
M*Dowal  of  Oarthland,  Thomas  Hay  of 
Park,  M1>ougal  of  Freugh,  John  Blair  of 
Dunskey,  Mr  James  Lawrie  at  Freugh,  and 
of  their  communing  with  and  resetting  Mr 
John  Welsh  and  others,  declared  rebels; 
they  order  his  majesty's  advocate  to  raise 
dittoy  against  them  before  the  lords  of  the 
justiciary.     September  1 1th,  I  find  by  the 
justiciary  registers,  that  the  diet  is  deserted 
against  M'Dowal  of  Oarthland  for  certain 
seditious  speeches,  upon  absence  of  witness- 
es, who  are  unlawed    We  have  heard  be- 
fore, that  the  same  day  the  council  have 
before  them  others  of  these  gentlemen,  for 
reset  and  converse,  and  we  have  seen  what 
they  did.      The    process    upon    seditious 
speeches    is    afterwards    resumed   against 
Oarthland,  Novienber  4th,  before  the  jus- 
ticiary.   When  his  libel  is  read,  bearing, 
'That    notwithstanding  act  3rd,  parL  2d, 
James  L  and  the  83rd  act,  6th  pari.  James 
V.  and  134th  act,  8th  pari.  James  VI.  and 
10th  act,  10th  parL  James  VI.  and  act  2d, 
sess.  2d,  pari.  Ist  Charles  II.  against  slan- 
derous speeches  against   his  majesty  and 
government:  nevertheless  William  M'Dowal 
of  Oarthland  did,  July  14th,  1678,  being 
Sabbath,  say,  that  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  Lauderdale  his  commissioner  were  es- 
tablishing arbitrary  government,  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land,  and 
that  every  true-hearted  Scotsman  was  con- 
cerned to  oppose  them.    And  upon  the  21st 
day  of  the  said  month,  Mr  John  Row  having 
preached  in  his  own  kirk  of  Stainykirk, 
where  the  said  William  M*Do\val  is  heritor 
and  parishioner,  against  the  national  and 
solemn  league  and  covenants,  which  by  the 
foresaid  act  were  declared  null,  the  said 
William    did    declare   that    the    said    Mr 
Row    was    unworthy    to    be    heard    by 
the  people,  and  that  he  would  hear  him 
no    more:    therefore,'    &c.    in    common 
stjrle  of  libels.     The  laurd  of  Oarthland 


bation,  and  nothing  being  proven,  the  pfo- 
cess  is  dropped. 

Another  business  of  the  same  nature  I 
find  before  the  council,  December  19A, 
James  Daes  of  Coldingloiows  is  libelM, 
*  That  having  conceived  dislike  at  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  he  discouraged  soldien 
from  serving  him,  by  saying,  he  would  net 
desire  their  employment ;  and  in  a  pnUie 
debate  he  argued  against  the  justioe  of  the 
laird  of  Polwarf  s  imprisonment,  and  isi^ 
his  majesty  had  no  more  power  over  te 
persons  than  over  the  estates  of  his  sa^ 
jects,  and  could  not  keep  in  prison  abofe 
forty-eight  hours,  without  putting  to  a 
trial.'  The  council  find  the  libel  provo^ 
and  appoint  him  to  crave  pardon  of  the 
councU  on  his  knees.  Thus  people  literyiy 
are  made  offenders  for  a  word. 

I  shall  next  take  notice  of  some  of  the 
more  moderate  steps  of  the  council,  brought 
about,  generally  speaking,  as  much  by  in- 
terest made  with  some  of  them,  as  by  incli- 
nation. March  1st,  Mr  Robert  Anderson, 
cited  before  them  for  nonconformity,  ani 
if  I  mistake  it  not,  though  the  registers  do 
not  bear  so  much,  for  preaching  at  couvok 
tides,  is  liberate,  because  they  are  informed, 
he  is  employed  by  my  lord  Ruthven  when 
abroad,  about  some  of  his  affairs :  but  he  is 
obliged  to  give  bond,  upon  penalty  of  2000 
merks,  to  appear  before  the  council  when 
called.  July  5th,  they  liberate  Oeoi^ 
M'Kartnie  from  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh, 
upon  bond  of  1000  merks  to  compear  when 
called.  And,  August  14th,  Sir  James  Stuart 
late  provost  of  Edinburgh,  prisoner  in  the 
castle,  is  ordered  to  be  liberate,  by  reason 
of  his  old  age  and  infirmity,  and  permitted 
to  go  to  his  own  house,  under  bond  of 
10,000  merks,  to  appear  when  called.  Aug- 
ust 1st,  the  council  renew  their  former  act, 
requiring  all  concerned  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
declaration,  and  appoint  their  act  to  be 
printed,  and  sent  to  all  the  members  of  in- 
ferior judicatories,  town-councils  and  ma- 
gistrates, that  none  neglect  the  doing  of  it 

Complaints,  it  seems,  had  been  made 
against  William  Stirling  bailie-depute  of  the 
regality  of  Glasgow,  as  not  having  done 
what  he  might  have  done  for  suppressingf 


compeared,  and  remitted  the  AiVeV  to  ^t^\  c^'(^n«<(^<^k^    ^»j^^t  14th,  he  compesn 
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before  the  council,  and  alleges  he  hath  but 
neii'ly  entered  into  that  office,  and  was  not 
well  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  the 
oourt  The  lords  supersede  process  against 
him  till  October  next,  and  require  him  to 
be  more  diligent  I  do  not  find  any  more 
complaints  against  him  for  remissness  this 
way.  But,  October  9th,  the  council  cause 
write  a  letter  to  him,  that  they  have  de- 
clared James  Dunlop  of  Househill  incapable 
of  the  trust  of  being  baron4)ailie,  and  he  is 
required  to  continue  diligent  in  that  trust, 
and  send  in  report  of  his  denouncing  the 
persona  whose  names  are  sent  him,  against 
Norember  next  I  find  James  Dunlop  of 
Househill,  formerly  fined  by  the  council  in 
1000  pounds,  for  his  neglect  in  proceeding 
against  persons  guilty  of  being  at  conven- 
ticles, having  applied  to  the  committee  for 
public  afl&irs,  and  promised  in  time  to  comcy 
diligently  and  vigorously  to  do  his  duty,  if 
the  council  will  repone  him ;  they  repone 
him  aa  bailie-depute  of  the  regality  of  Glas- 
gow, during  pleasure,  and  suspend  his  fine. 
This  was  got  done  by  the  interposition  of 
some  of  his  friends;  but  this  gentleman 
was  never  aooeptalde  to  the  archbishop,  and 
episcopal  clergy  and  he  continued  not  long 
in  this  office. 

It  was  this  summer  and  harvest  that  the 
heata  about  the  indulgence  began  to  come 
to  a  greater  height  than  formerly,  and  that 
both  some  ministers  and  probationers,  lately 
fioensed  to  preach,  began  a  separation  upon 
this  score,  and  some  of  them  likewise  took 
in  the  paying  of  the  cess  laid  on  by  the 
convention,  as  we  have  heard.  This  is  a 
subject  I  would  willingly  pass  by  in  this 
history,  were  it  not  a  very  oonsiderable  part 
of  the  lamentable  circumstances  this  poor 
persecuted,  and  now  divided  church  was 
mider.  I  shall  only  essay  to  narrate  mat- 
ter of  fiu^  as  far  as  I  find  it  in  papers  of 
this  time  come  to  my  hand,  and  I  heartily 
wish  it  may  be  a  beacon  to  us  who  come 
after,  to  guard  against  every  thing  that 
may,  firom  very  small  beginnings,  issue  in 
s  rent  and  flame,  and  have  consequences 
worse  than  I  can  express.  This  account  I 
choose  to  give  rather  in  the  words  of  others 
than  mine  own,  and  I  shall  begin  it  with 
part  of  a  letter  writ  to  me  by  a  private  gen- 
tleman of  piety  and  very  good  sense,  who  had 

II. 


much  occasion  to  be  with  bothsidet  ,_^ 
at  this  time ;  and  being  then  but  in 
his  youth,  was  a  silent  and  melancholy  obser- 
ver of  what  he  took  to  be  excesses  on  both 
hands.  Haring  desired  his  accounts  of  this 
period,  he  writes  to  me  as  follows.  'ThesUte 
ofpresbyterians  among  themselves,  in  this 
period,  is  very  difficult  to  inquire  into,  and 
no  less  to  describe.  All  I  purpose  to  my- 
self is,  if  I  can  any  ways  confirm  the  better 
and  more  complete  descriptions  you  may 
have  already.  The  gospel  was  for  some 
years  generally  preached  in  the  fields 
through  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  that 
with  success;  Ood  was  unquestionably  at 
work  upon  the  hearts  of  people  by  the  min- 
istry of  the  word,  both  in  the  fields,  and  in 
the  churches  by  the  indulged,  and  that  both 
in  conversion  and  edification ;  and  no  doubt 
Satan  was  busy  also  sowing  his  tares,  the 
seeds  of  dissention  and  division,  which  after- 
wards sprang  up.  Albeit,  even  from  the 
very  first,  not  a  few  of  the  judicious  had 
their  own  doubts  as  to  the  indulgence,  some 
thinking  their  way  to  be  a  littie  too  sub- 
missive, and  pliable  to  such  usurpations  and 
encroachments  as  were  daily  making;  others 
judged  they  should  have  accepted  no  ftvour 
from  declared  enemies,  but  what  was  gen- 
erally extended  to  their  brethren  in  the 
same  circumstances  with  them;  others 
smelled  much  cunning  and  craft  in  the  de- 
sign, and  feared  the  event :  some,  both  of 
ministers  and  people,  were  under  those  im- 
pressions; yet  these  things  made  no  public 
different  practices,  till  about  this  time  ( 1 677 
and  1678)  and  people  went  to  field-meet- 
ings, and  the  churches  of  the  indulged,  ac- 
cording to  their  conveniency,  without  any 
doubt  or  scruple.  But  about  this  time  the 
zeal  and  love  of  many  being  revived  by  the 
preaching  of  the  w<vd,  and  a  considerable 
accession  of  great  numbers  of  young  people 
brought  in  by  the  gospel,  whose  leal  and 
fervour,  generally  speaking,  runs  high ;  the 
genius  of  people  to  me  seemed  quite  to  be 
altered,  and  from  a  fearful  and  discouraged 
temper,  to  turn  to  a  high  sanguine  consti- 
tution :  no  strength  of  the  enemy  was  then 
thought  upon,  no  danger  was  regarded,  and 
littie  else  among  some  was  matter  of  thought 
and  conversation,  but  projects  of  disqipoint- 
ing  our  enemies'  designs  a^nst  ua.    The 
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seal  and  good  success  of  our  first 
^  reformers,  and  «ur  more  imme- 
diate predecessors  in  the  year  1GS8,  was 
a  pleasant  subject  of  discourse,  and 
much  admired.  Ministers  leaTing  their 
charges  1662,  and  people's  suffering  the 
ountes  to  be  thrust  in,  and  hearing  them, 
was  condemned:  the  king's  perjury  was 
much  spoke  of,  and  his  supremacy,  as 
set  up  1669,  was  reckoned  a  prodigy  of 
wickedness.  The  public  executions,  and 
the  present  and  former  severities,  were  im- 
proven  against  the  goTemment,  and  some 
were  for  running  to  very  great  heights. 
The  indulged  ministers,  upon  the  account 
of  faTours  received  from  bad  and  bloody 
rulers,  came  to  be  less  esteemed;  their 
being  at  ease  when  others  were  in  trouble 
made  them  envied,  and  the  supposition  that 
they  derived  what  they  enjoyed  from  the  su- 
premacy, at  least  not  to  have  testified  against 
it  in  strong  enough  terms,  made  some  di- 
rectly to  set  up  against  and  abhor  thenL 
But  that  I  may  give  you  some  further  sa- 
tisfiu;tion,  how  it  came  about,  that  a  people 
lately  so  forward  to  hear  the  gospel  from 
every  honest  minister,  so  much  in  love  with 
them,  so  highly  esteeming  them,  yea,  bear- 
ing so  patiently  and  meekly  their  sufferings 
upon  that  account;  by  what  means,  1  say, 
such  a  temper  came  to  such  a  height  among 
them,  and  our  divisions  with  it,  you  may 
take  the  following  remarks.  Setting  aside 
the  divine  permission  of  this  for  holy  and 
wise  ends,  and  the  invisible  workings  of 
Satan,  the  grand  enemy  of  the  success  of 
the  gospel,  and  the  peace  and  unity  of  the 
church;  you  will  observe,  that  when  the 
gospel  came  to  be  more  frequently  preached, 
and  people  came  to  seek  ministers,  the 
presbyterian  ministers  had  their  meetings 
at  Edinburgh,  and  elsewhere,  for  unity  and 
discipline,  and  licensed  and  ordained  young 
men,  and  sent  them  out  to  the  country 
about,  as  the  people  craved ;  and  such  who 
came  from  the  country,  took  such  to  preach 
among  them  as  they  were  directed  to  by 
the  ministers;  so  that  for  a  good  nuiny 
years  we  had  some  order  among  us,  and 
consequently  unity  kept  up,  and  this  was 
our  halcyon  hour :  but  the  practice  of  the 
indulged  ministers  was  never  r«\\sVved  by 


by  ail  means  to  keep  up  union  with  them, 
and  an  esteem  of  them.    Our  numbcfs  aa4 
seal  increasing,  together  with  the  enemy'i 
rage  and  cmelty,  every  person  who  wm 
not  either  acting  against  them,  or  aofferia; 
by  them,  was  in  small  esteem.     Some  be- 
ginnings of  rents  appearing,  the  meeting  d 
ministers  to  prevent  a  breach,  did  anthoiv 
tatively  enjoin  silence  upon  this  head  d 
the  indulgence  among  ministers,  and  pa«> 
haps  took  young  men  engaged  at  their  li- 
censing not  to  speak  against  the  indulged, 
and  began  to  call  some  of  them  to  an  a^ 
count  for  doing  so,  and  were  declined  by  t 
young  man  called  before  them  upon  thk 
head.    I  shall  make  no  remarics  upon  thk 
authoritative  way  of  knocking  down  divi- 
sions, though  I  have  heard  some  made,  fu 
less  justify  the  deed  of  declining  them ;  but 
by  these,  with  the  enemy's  vigilance,  ow 
order  was  broke.  It  may  also  be  remaricedi 
that  many  of  the  most  wise,  aged,  and  ex- 
perienced of  the  ministry  were  taken  off 
the  field,  some  by  the  indulgence,  some  by 
age  and  infirmity,  and  others  by  keying 
themselves  quiet  in  towns,  preacliing  rtrj 
seldom  and  very  quietly  to  some  persons  of 
note ;  so  that  the  preaching  of  Uie  gospel 
openly  in  the  fields,  which  was  at  this  time 
mostly  in  repute,  and  was  followed  with 
the  greatest  numbers,  and  most  z^ous  of 
our  way,  fell,  generally  speaking,  to  the 
youngest^  weakest,  and  unexperienced  of 
the  ministry:  and  it  was  observable,  that 
where  old  and  experienced  ministers  did 
frequently  preach  in  the  fields,  either  in 
their  own  charges  or  ebewhere,  there  our 
breaches  were  not  so  wide,  nor  did  people 
run  to  so  great  heights ;  whereas  the  youngs 
er  and  less  experienced  ministers,  not  being 
aware  of  the  evil  of  division,  and  therefore 
not  so  careful  to  avoid  the  first  causes  of 
it,  did  either  motheat,  or  too  much  suffer 
to  be  motheaten  by  the  vulgar,  the  reputa- 
tion of  such  who  did  not  follow  their  way, 
by  putting  hard  constructions  upon  their 
actions  in  ordinary  conversation,  and  did 
not  know  how  to  cultivate  the  minds  of  a 
good  and  zealous,  though  young  and  weak 
people :  yea,  perhaps  some  might  too  much 
cherish  some  frothy  professors,  not  duly 
considering  the  difference  betwixt  a  prose- 
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hmt  a  hopeful  work  was  much  marred,  and 
k  promiaing  generation  ttumbled,  and  per- 
'crted  to  lengths,  from  which  those  whom 
hej  most  esteemed  could  hardlj  ever  re- 
OTer  them.  And  when  the  humour  of 
amnj  began  to  take  a  course  this  way,  some 
if  the  ministers  did  fall  in  with  it,  and  this 
my  h(^)ed  to  manage  them.  Thus  indeed, 
hey  came  to  be  upon  even  ground  in  the 
leople's  eye,  if  not  more  caressed  than  the 
ilder  and  more  experienced  ministers ;  but 
[  cannot  say  they  were  in  case  to  manage 
lie  people,  but  were  forced  to  go  sometimes 
iirther  than  they  themselves  inclined ;  and 
lome  lealous  and  forward  gentlemen,  who 
lad  been  by  the  seyerities  of  the  time  forced 
o  a  wandering  lot,  to  strengthen  them- 
lalTee,  and  secure  a  following,  did  not  a 
title  help  forward  the  xeal  and  the  edge 
Imt  was  upon  the  spirits  of  some  younger 
Mople,  and  preachers  too.  And  I  must 
iddy  that  though  many  things  were  impru- 
lently  vented  in  the  sermons  of  some  against 
he  indulged,  and  upon  the  controversies  of 
he  times,  yet  these  things  were  neither  so 
requent,  nor  so  ill  cautioned,  that  one 
9onld  have  expected  so  bad  effects  as  fol- 
owed,  if  that  of  private  conversation  had 
lot  led  the  way,  and  also  followed  it,  be- 
mrizt  people  and  ministers,  too  much  flat- 
«ring  one  another  in  their  ways,  and  both 
)i  them  too  much  magnifying  party  work, 
o  the  neglect  of  solid  piety  and  religion. 
Besides,  the  truths  delivered  by  ministers 
n  the  fields  upon  quisquous  subjects,  with 
lo  small  caution  by  some,  and  pretty  safely, 
irere  heard  and  taken  up  by  the  hearers, 
locording  to  their  humours  and  opinions, 
nany  times  far  different  from,  and  altogether 
ivithout  the  cautions  given  by  the  preacher, 
rhich  cither  could  not,  or  were  not  under- 
stood by  them.  Thus  not  a  few  were  led 
o  act  their  religious  zeal  and  improvements 
n  knowledge,  with  relation  to  the  public, 
n  high  and  warm  resentments  of  the  mana- 
^rs  and  rulers*  perjury,  usurpations,  perse- 
nitions,  and  cruelty,  and  to  reckon  violent 
>ppo8ition  to  these,  as  the  principal  duty  of 
;he  time.  This  took  much  with  the  younger 
lort ;  their  knowledge  being  but  small,  their 
Eeal  run  high  upon  these  points.  The  zeal 
ind  success  of  our  predecessors  was  called 
'JO  mind,  and  the  obligation  of  our  covenants 


almost  only  understood  of  the  forcible 
resistance  against  wicked  and  irre- 
concilable enemies,  and  the  having  nothing  to 
do  with  them  either  as  men  or  rulers,  was 
reckoned  the  safest  way.  Scruples  came  to  be 
vented  against  hearing  the  indulged,  and  these 
came  to  be  more  and  more  blamed  for  tak- 
ing ftvonrs  from  the  enemy,  and  deserting 
their  brethren:  upon  wUch  a  pamphlet 
was  published  for  their  vindication,  in  an- 
swer to  which  the  **  History  of  the  InduU 
gence**  came  forth,  and  replies  and  duplies. 
These  put  the  people  into  whose  hands 
they  fell,  aloft.  The  banished  ministers  and 
others  in  Holland,  had  been  very  much  con- 
cerned in  our  sufferers  here;  they  them- 
selves had  been  among  our  first  confessors, 
and  consequently  were  very  much  esteemed 
by  our  persecuted  people  in  Scotland,  and 
in  themselves  were  learned  and  excellent 
men,  worthy  of  the  highest  esteem;  and 
yet  it  is  to  be  questioned,  if  all  the  infor- 
mation they  had  of  the  state  of  things  in 
Scotland,  were  well  founded  and  vouched. 
Likewise  at  this  time,  many  other  piq[>en 
were  reprinted,  and  carefully  spread,  such 
as  Mr  Douglases  coronation  sermon,  and 
the  oaths  the  king  took,  the  **  Causes  of 
God's  Wrath,"  "  Gillespie  upon  Associations, 
with  his  dying  Testimony,"  and  these  with 
other  concurring  circumstances  blew  our 
smoke  to  aflame;  and  steps  of  defection  since 
the  restoration  began  to  be  reckoned  up,  such 
as  ministers  leaving  their  charges,  and  for- 
bearing preaching,  the  hearing  the  curates, 
and  li^Uy  the  indulgence,  it  was  truly 
grievous  to  some  of  us  who  were  silent 
observers  of  what  passed,  to  see  a  young 
generation  endued  with  a  great  zeal  towards 
God  and  his  interests,  so  far  led  aside  in 
the  improvement  of  it,  as  very  little  to 
know,  or  seldom  to  be  taught  meekness  and 
patience  under  afiliction  for  Christ's  sake, 
or  charity  and  mutual  forbearance  in  love^ 
yea,  in  daily  conversation,  to  get  these 
things  cast  up  to  them,  as  tended  rather  to 
break  their  teeth,  than  to  nourish  and  re- 
fresh their  weak  spirits.  And  to  such  a 
length  did  these  heats  come,  not  only  among, 
the  younger  and  more  vulgar  sort,  but 
even  among  some  of  whom  better,  things 
were  expected,  that  when  we  were  gather- 
ed together    before  BothwcU,  there  was 
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scarce  any  thing  bat  debatM ;  and 
1^^  some  mn  to  high  upon  pubUc,  jea, 
perscmal  admowledgments  of  these  steps  of 
defection,  as  if  the  doing  of  it  would  hare 
effectoally  hronght  victor7,and  the  not  doing 
so  would  be  the  Achan  in  our  camp ;  yea, 
some  did  not  stick  to  term  the  famous  Mr 
John  Welsh,  because  of  his  opposition  to 
this,  the  Achan  among  us.  By  reason  of 
those  unhappy  jars  many  deserted  us,  and 
many  more  never  joined  us.* 

This  meknoholy  subject  will  offer  itself 
again,  when  I  oome  to  give  account  of  the 
diyisioDs  at  BothwelL  The  account  this 
gentleman  giyes,  who  was  a  sufferer  him- 
self, and  yery  much  among  them,  will  let 
the  reader  into  some  general  view  of  the 
breaking  out  of  this  lamentable  rent  this 
year,  among  presbyterians. 

When  the  accounts  of  the  unguarded  ex- 


tage  of  raking  into  these  burnings  aaj 
further.  Whether  there  waa  any  posterior 
meeting  at  Edinburgh,  1  have  no  aocoaati; 
but  this  I  know,  that  the  heats  oontiniie^ 
yea,  rose  to  greater  heights,  as  we  shsfl 
hear. 

All  the  account  I  shall  further  give  of 
this  melancholy  subject,  is  from  a  letter 
before  me,  writ  by  one  miniater  to  another 
who  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  mmif- 
ters  in  the  west  country,  upon  the 
healing  design  with  that  at 
The  letter  is  dated  September  17th,  sad 
what  it  contains  relatiye  to  this  mattv 
follows.  *  Having  had  occasion  to  be  pro- 
sent  at  the  meeting,  which  I  aoquainted 
you  with,  and  the  chief  design  of  it  beiag 
of  such  necessaiy  and  uniTersal  concern  st 
this  time,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you 
some  account  of  what  passed  at  it,  to  the 


pressions  of  some  probationers  in  their  ser-   end  both  that  you  may  know  their  sense  of 


mons  this  summer  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  presbyterian  ministers,  they  judged  it 
high  time  to  essay  some  remedy.  Accord- 
ingly, a  good  number,  both  indulged  and 
not  indulged,  who  had  the  union  of  this 
suffering  church  very  much  at  heart,  met 
at  Edinburgh  toward  the  end  of  August, 
where  they  had  well  attested  informations 


the  proposal  you  made,  and  other  matten 
of  fact  The  meeting  was  frequent,  and 
haring  fallen  upon  the  business  of  umoa, 
they  did  all  testify  their  earnest  and  hearty 
desires  after  it,  looking  upon  it  as  matter 
of  sorrow,  that  former  attempts  of  thii 
kind  have  not  been  followed  with  a  wished- 
for  success.    They  took  these  rents  to  be  s 


of  the  excesses  to  which  some  of  these  !  great  advantage  to  the  common  enemy,  ami 
young  men  had  run  in  their  discourses  to  |  a  token  of  the  Lord*s  displeasure,  that  these 
the  people.  Two  of  them  they  conversed  '  who  are  of  the  same  principles  in  doctrine 
with,  and  endeavoured  to  make  them  sen- !  and  discipline,  should  yet  be  divided  m 
sible  of  the  hazard  of  these  courses  they  practice  and  affection,  and  every  provides- 
were  falling  into,  and  how  contrary  they  I  tial  eraei^nt  should  help  to  the  widming 
were  unto  the  engagements  they  had  come  I  of  this  breach.  They  all  agreed,  that  the 
under  when  licensed :  but  very  little  ground  !  most  effectual  way  to  prevent  a  further 
was  gained  upon  them,  and  the  third  de-  |  rupture,  and  its  lamentable  effects,  wouU 
clined  to  converse  with  them,  or  subject  be  to  review  the  former  overtures,  for  mi- 
himself  to  their  advices :  whereupon  they  ,  nisters'  classing  and  associating  themselves, 
were  remitted  to  the  particular  meetings,    that  these,  at  a  general  meeting,  may  be 


in  the  country  where  they  had  been  li- 
censed. Letters  were  writ  to  brethren  in 
these  meetings  to  deal  with  them,  and  by 
all  proper  means  to  endeavour  timeously  to 


condescended  to,  and  vigorously  prosecuted; 
and  that  every  preacher  shall  belong  to 
some  class,  to  which  he  shall  be  subject 
;  and  responsible ;   and  that  those  who  are 


quench  this  flame  that  was  like  to  rise ;  |  unfixed,  and  so  cannot  constantly  attend 
and  that  some  of  their  number,  with  those  |  their  class  or  presbytery,  may  do  it  ordi- 
preachers,  might  be  present  with  them  at  I  narily,  or  concur  in  other  meetings,  as  pro- 


their  next  meeting  at  Edinburgh.     A  large 

account  of  their  informations,  the  pains 

taken   with  these  young  men,  and  what 

passed  at  the  meeting,  is  before  me,  Viv  «t 


copy  oftbeir  minutes;  but  1  se«  no  iA\Mi:»\'WfA>SyL«'»na»TJMAftVs  ^sJOasT  Vt^i^&xen  ^r^. 


\" 


vidence  shall  dispose.  And  as  to  the  pro- 
posal you  were  pleased  to  tell  me  of,  in 
order  to  communicate  to  them,  of  a  practi- 
cal \m\QT^  by  promiscuous  preaching,  this 


:hap.  XIII.] 


OP  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


501 


lenty  with  an  intunatioD  it  had  heen  nnani- 
BOOBly  agreed  to.  To  this  it  was  said  bj 
lie  brethren  concerned,  that  snch  a  pnuv 
ice  as  this  must  be  looked  on  as  a  casting 
bMn  loose  from  the  particular  charges  they 
ad  access  to  labour  in,  and  a  depriving 
lemselyes  of  that  liberty  of  exercising 
leir  ministry  in  the  places  where  they 
orwr  enjoy  it  And  as  to  any  agreement 
>  this  purpose,  formerly  made,  they  ez- 
ressly  deny  it  in  the  latitude  that  is  now 
roposed,  but  allege  it  was  directly  refused, 
nd  that  with  consent ;  which  was  attested 
y  witnesses  who  were  present  in  the  last 
neeting  kept  on  that  afiair.  That  the 
neeting  in  Edinburgh,  December  1677,  was 
inly  a  committee  for  consideration,  and  to 
«port  OTertures  to  the  general  meeting  of 
xmrespondents,  whom  they  were  to  call 
ipon  occasion  ;  but  their  power  was  not  at 
iB  definitive.  Nevertheless,  they  have  been, 
ind  are  ready  to  supply  vacancies  within 
Jmit  own  predncts,  upon  the  people's  de- 
ore,  and  would  go  a  further  length,  if  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  unanimous  ap- 
[lointment  of  their  brethren :  but  they  are 
itill  of  opinion,  that  the  first  foundation  of 
unity  must  be  order;  and  that  there  is  no 
Hher  way  of  bringing  us  to  temper  of 
trailing,  and  warming  too  much  estranged 
iffecdons,  and  preventing  the  like  or  worse 
Tor  the  future,  than  that  brethren  who  are 
iBoderate  and  like  minded,  who,  blessed  be 
Qod,  are  yet  the  very  isor  greater  and  better 
Diunber,  may  meet  together,  and  consult 
ipon  fit  means  for  so  desirable  an  end; 
iBd  this  they  have  taken  care  to  signify  to 
their  brethren  in  the  east,  who  had  been 
treating  with  them,  and  had  been  breathing 
liter  unity  and  peace.  They  likewise  com- 
plain they  are  loaded  with  aspersions  by 
lome  uncharitable  young  men  in  their 
preaching,  and  that  some  things  (as  is  r^ 
ported)  are  coming  forth  against  them  in 
print,  which  they  will  find  themselves  con- 
itrained  to  answer  for  their  own  vindica- 
ion,  if  matters  be  not  taken  up  by  an  happy 
iccommodation.  And  truly.  Sir,  it  is  a  sad 
sffect  of  the  distance  that  is  betwixt  the 
more  sober  and  judicious,  and  the  want  of 
m  actual  visible  harmony,  that  some  hot 
f oung  men  have  presumed  to  refuse  sub- 
jection unto  ministers.  And  now.  Sir,  what 


shallwe  run  toat  last,  if  such  manifest  .^- 
and  scandalous  schinns  be  not  early 
prevented,  while  the  promoters  are  yet  but 
few,  and  their  interest  small,  and  the  moat 
godly  and  judicious  of  private  Christians  ar« 
grieving  to  behold  them,  and  longing  to  see 
the  sparks  extinguished  ?* 

This  letter  contains  further,  some  hints 
of  a  very  mehincholy  disturbance,  given  by 
one  of  those  preachers,  supported  by  Robert 
Hamilton,  and  some  armed  men  in  the 
parish  of  Monkland,  near  Glasgow,  upon 
Sabbath,  September  1st,  unto  the  reverend 
Mr  Matthew  SeDdik,  yet  aHve,  and  minis- 
ter of  the  gospel  at  Crichton.  Mr  Selkiric 
had  been  desired  by  the  ministers  in  and 
about  Olasgow,  at  the  application  of  that 
parish,  to  preach  there;  and  accordingly 
went  out,  but  was  violently  hindered,  with 
some  circumstances  aggravating  enough, 
that  there  might  be  room  for  the  other 
whom  Mr  Hamilton  had  brought  in  with 
him  on  Saturday  late.  I  have  an  attested 
account  of  this  under  the  reverend  Mr  Sel- 
kirk's hand,  with  some  hints  of  the  sermon, 
which  he  wrote  from  the  preacher's  mouth, 
which  sadly  discovers  the  heights  the  flames 
were  come  to.  All  the  objection  made 
against  this  worthy  person  was,  that  in  hit 
opinion  he  favoured  the  indulged,  and  yet 
he  had  suffered  not  a  little  for  his  adherence 
to  the  government  and  principles  of  this 
church,  both  before  and  after  this.  But  I 
have  said  enough  upon  this  unhappy  sub- 
ject of  our  rents  among  ourselves;  I  hear- 
tily wish  there  never  had  been  any  rooai 
to  speak  of  it 

Let  me  end  the  accounts  of  this  year, 
with  some  few  more  hints,  mostly  firom  the 
registers.  When  the  council  are  throng  ia 
suppressing  conventicles,  September  12th, 
the  chancellor  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  earl  of  Dundonald  to  him,  dated  the 
9th,  mentioning  a  scruple  proposed  by  the 
commissioners  of  assessment  for  the  shire 
of  Renfrew,  anent  their  taking  the  dedara- 
tion,  which  they  conceive  relates  to  burghs» 
and  not  to  shires.  It  is  ordered  to  be  sig- 
nified to  the  earl  of  Dundonald,  that  the 
council  take  this  scruple  to  be  raised  in 
order  to  retard  his  majesty's  service,  the 
act  plainly  enough  requiring  commissioneri 
of  aaseasment  to  take  the  alle^guuio^  «b4 
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declaration;  and  he  is  desired  forth- 
167a  ^,.^j^  ^  tender  both  unto  them,  and 
to  send  the  list  of  the  refusers  to  the  coun- 
cil, against  the  27th  instant  And,  next 
day,  they  reimpose  both  of  them  upon  the 
royal  burghs.  '  The  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council,  considering  act  5th,  sess.  2d, 
of  his  majesty's  first  parliament,  and  act  2d, 
sess.  3d,  which  are  to  be  put  in  execution 
by  the  council,  do  hereby  require  the 
magistrates,  counsellors,  and  clerks  of  all 
the  royal  burghs  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  Tay,  and  the  burgh  of  Dundee,  at  the 
ensuing  election  of  magistrates,  publicly  to 
take  the  oath  of  all^^iance,  and  sign  the  de- 
claration, and  that  returns  be  made  to  the 
council  against  November  next,  with  the 
names  of  the  refusers.' 

The  laird  of  Polwart  is  continued  close 
prisoner  in  Dumbarton  castle;  and,  Octo- 
ber 10th,  his  lady,  dame  Mai^garet  Ker, 
upon  her  petition  to  the  council,  is  per- 
mitted to  wait  upon  him  till  November  1st 
In  November,  the  prosecution  of  some  in- 
dulged ministers  in  the  shire  of  Renfrew, 
Mr  Patrick  Simpson  and  Mr  James  Wal- 
lace, for  their  breaking  their  confinement, 
is  begun.  We  shall  have  the  issue  of  it 
next  year. 

Upon  the  loth  of  November,  I  find,  the 
council  issue  out  a  proclamation  for  a  fiist, 
to  be  kept  upon  the  third  Wednesday,  the 
18th  of  December.  The  reason  of  it  is, 
that  the  king's  person  and  government,  and 
the  protestaut  religion,  may  be  preserved 
under  the  hazards  they  arc  exposed  to  from 
a  damnable  and  hellish  plot.  There  was  no 
doubt  a  reality  in  the  plot :  how  heartily 
that  fast  was  kept  by  the  duke  of  York's 
party,  I  am  not  to  judge.*     The  council,  as 


*  "  'Hiat  there  was  at  that  time  a  pop'iHh  plot, 
and  that  there  uhvays  has  been  one  since  the 
rrformation,  to  support,  if  not  restore  the  Koin- 
ish  religion  in  Kn^lnnd,  scarce  any  body  calls  in 
question.     How  far  the  near  pnmpect  of  a  popish 
successor  ripi*nrd  the  hopes  and  gave  new  vigour 
to  the  designs  of  that  party,  and  what  methods 
they  were  then  upon  to  bring  these  designs  about, 
Coleman's    letters    ulone,    without    any  other 
concurring  evidence,  are  more  than  sufficient  to 
put  the  matter  out  of  doubt.     But  what  super-  ' 
structures  might  have   been   afterwards   built  , 
ujwn  an  unquestionable  foundation,  and  how  ' 
/wr  some  of  the  witnesses  of  thai  p\o\  \tv\\»l\t. ' 
come  to  darken  truth  by  Hubne^weut  u^«i\\\ou% 
of  their  own,  must  be  deferred  t\\\  iVic  ftvijwt.  ac- 


a  further  demonstration  of  their  zeal  agaitft 

the  popish  plot,  how  much  soever  some  of 

'  them  afterwards  were  pleased  to  questioi 

'  the  reality  of  it,  upon  the  28th  of  Novesi- 

j  ber,  remit  it  to  the  lords  reg^ter  and  adro- 

cate,  to  bring  in  the  draught  of  a  congratip 

'  latory  letter  to  his  majesty,  upon  his  d^ 

livery  from  the  late  horrid  popish  plot; 

and,  November  30th,  it  is  approven  aoi 

despatched  to  court    The  reader  will  be 

fond  to  see  the  professed  sense  of  our  nas- 

agers,  as  to  that  plot,  which  since  has  becfl 

so  much  ridiculed,  and  I  have  added  a  copy 

of  it  in  a  note.-j-  With  this  they  write  a  let- 


count  to  be  made  before  a  hicher  tribanaL 
And,  till  then,  a  great  part  of  the  popish  pbt 
as  it  was  then  sworn  to,  will,  in  all  human  prt- 
bability,  lie  amon£  the  darkest  scenes  of  oar 
Englisn  history.  However,  this  is  certain,  the 
discovery  of  the  popish  plot  had  ffreat  and  vari- 
ous effects  upon  the  nation ;  and  It  is  from  tins 
remarlmble  period  of  time  we  may  justly  reckMi 
a  new  era  in  the  English  account.**— Wei  wood's 
Memoirs,  p.  79.  Perhaps  the  abore  genenl 
account,  as  given  by  a  very  competent  judges  ii 
as  fair  and  candid  as  any  that  has  ever  bni 

S'ven  by  any  liistorian  of  tlie  tinae,  altbou^ 
umet's  account,  vol.  ii.  p.  198 — ^S93.  isbynr 
the  fullest  and  1)e8t.  The  i^ood  effects  aacribid 
by  Wei  wood  to  the  popish  plot,  are  three  ia 
number:— First,  it  aroused  the  people  of  Eng- 
land from  the  deep  lethargy  in  wliich  they  hail 
been  sunk,  and  led  them  to  entertain  serioai 
apprehensions  al»out  the  safety  of  the  nation  and 
its  liberties.  Secondly,  it  tended  to  unite  the 
two  parties  of  whigs  and  tories  against  a  con- 
mon  enemv;  and,  1  hirdly,  it  was  the  commence* 
ment  of  that  more  open  and  violent  struggle 
between  the  king  and  the  people,  which  at 
length  issued  in  the  vindication  of  the  national 
rights  at  the  glorious  revolution.  «<  AlNNit  this 
time  also,"  observes  Wei  wood,  <*  a  certain  sec 
of  men  began  a  second  time  to  adopt  into  oar 
religion  a  Mahometan  jnincipl^f  under  the  nauMi 
of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance;  wbidk 
since  the  time  of  the  impostor  that  first  broadwd 
it,  has  been  the  means  to  enslave  a  great  part  of 
the  world,**  p.  80.  The  sycophaiitish  divioei 
who  were  tlie  chief  promulgators  of  these  doe- 
trines,  first  under  Charles  1.  and  afterwards 
under  the  reigns  of  Charles  11.  and  James  II. 
were  indirccuy  and  undesigncdlt/  the  means  sf 
rousing  the  dormant  spirit  of  the  iieople  of  Gmt 
Britain;  and  England  at  length  lollowed  the 
example  which  Scotland  had  ibr  a  series  df 
years  so  nobly  displayed.— jL'J. 

f  CouncU^s  letter  to  tlie  king  on  the  twjnsk  jilol, 
Xov,  SOift,  IGTa 

May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty. 
When  we  remember  the  cotlfll^ions  in  whirli 
we  were  involve*!  before  your  niaji'siy'^  hap|*r 
restoration,  the  slavery  and  tyranny  from  wbirli 
we  were  thereby  redeemed,  your  clemency  whidi 
then  covered,  and  has  since  prevented  so  maay 
^  v.Tvuvv^  >\\«;  \^cft  vVuBit  YOU  have  procured,  ihe 
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er  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  wherein 
hey  glory  in  this,  that  no  Scotsman  is  in 
hm  least  concerned  in  it,  as  may  be  seen  in 
he  letter  itself,  at  the  foot  of  the  page.* 
%jid  at  this  juncture  somewhat  must  be 
lone  against  papists.  November  28th,  the 
council  remit  to  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow, 
earls  of  Murray  and  Linlithgow,  bishop  of 
Ghdloway,  lord  Halton,  Mr  Maitland,  and 
Haddo,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  inspect  the 
papers  of  some  papists,  seized  lately  by  the 
eari  of  Murray ;  and  appoint  tlie  committee 
of  public  affairs  to  meet  to-morrow,  and 
consider  the  affair  of  papists.  I  find  no 
more  in  the  registers  as  to  this  matter,  save 
that,  December  12th,  the  council  order  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  next  Sabbath, 
and  the  following,  to  make  diligent  search 
in  Edinburgh,  Leith,  and  Canongate,  for 


tmte,  aod  the  benignity  of  your  temper,  we  do, 
with  great  horror,  iiuii^ nation,  and  profound 
unazement,  reflect  on  that  execrable  and  hellish 
plot  against  vour  most  sacred  person,  aod  haying 
»  aolemn  and  public  fast,  for  imploring  the  pro- 
teetioaof  almighty  God  to  your  sacred  person, 
iDd  that  he  might  be  pleased  in  his  infinite 
goodness  to  discover  and  confound  all  such  des- 
perate imd  damnable  conspiracies :  we  in  the  next 
Claoe  conceived  ourselves  obliged  to  congratulate, 
i  this  our  humble  address,  the  wondierfiil  de- 
liTerance  that  God  has  bestowed  upon  these 
kingdoms  (and  us  in  particular)  in  securing  the 
protestant  and  reformed  religion,  and  your 
majesty's  royal  person,  from  such  imminent 
dangers,  as  might  have  left  us  a  prey  to  all  that 
Mir  enemies  could  have  wished,  or  we  could 
have  feared ;  of  which  duty  we  had  more  early 
lequitted  ourselves,  if  we  had  not  thought,  we 
irere  first  obliged  to  try,  if  by  any  discovery  in 
hln  Tour  ancient  kingdom,  we  could  have  found 
ufiT  in  the  remotest  accession  to  that  villanous 
fuilt,  that  we  mi^ht  with  our  congratulations 
iresented  you  with  these  hateful  traitors  as 
acrifices :  and  now,  among  our  other  joys,  one 
a,  that  as  yet  we  can  neither  by  papers  nor  ex- 
(minations  find,  that  any  of  this  kingdom  hare 
lipped  in  that  execrable  and  impious  conspiracy; 
MM*  shall  we  lessen  our  endeavours  in  that  re- 
leATch,  since  we  can  never  be  too  diligent,  in 
irhat  can  never  be  repaired,  if  our  endeavours 
houJd  now  languish,  wishing  to  have  our  hands 
trengthened,  and  our  care  directed  by  your 
najesty's  rojral  and  iudicious  commands,  whose 
irotection  is  the  chief  bulwark  of  the  orthodox 
Jiurch.  We  have  sent  your  mi^esty  for  this 
tnd,  an  account  of  your  pions  and  wise  laws 
nade  by  your  royal  predecessors  against  papists ; 
or  prosecution  whereof  in  the  method  your 
najesty  shall  prescribe,  aod  for  the  maintenance 
»f  all  your  maiesty*s  just  rights  and  royal  pre- 
■ogatives,  we  do  for  ourselves,  ofTer  your  maiesty 
mr  humble  and  hearty  endeavours:  andf  we 
nay  assure  your  majesty,  that  the  far  greater 
part  of  your  subjects  here,  are  content  to  hazard 


houses  where  pqtists  meet  to  hear 
and  say  mass,  and  to  seize  the  priests, 
and  all  thej  find  at  the  meeting,  and  im- 
prison them.  And  at  the  same  diet  they 
write  to  the  steward  of  Annandale,  to  cause 
demolish,  destroy,  and  bum  a  meeting- 
house lately  erected  near  Castlemilk,  and 
send  in  to  the  council  the  names  of  such 
who  caused  build  it 

At  this  time  a  great  addition  is  made  to 
the  coundL  September  16th,  by  a  letter 
from  the  king,  John  lord  bishop  of  Gallo- 
way is  admitted  a  counsellor,  and  added  to 
the  committee  for  public  affkirs.  October 
9th,  Mr  Richard  Maitland  of  Gogar  is  ad- 
mitted a  counsellor.  November  11th,  Sir 
George  Mackenzie  of  Tarbet,  and  Sir 
George  Gordon  of  Haddo,  are  admitted 
counsellors.     November  21st,  the  marquis 


for  the  service  of  God,  and  your  authority,  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  with  a  zeal  that  may  testify 
their  devotion  and  loyalty.  l*hat  God  may  pro- 
tect your  sacred  person,  and  in  your  preservation 
protect  this  reformed  church,  shall  be  the  fer- 
vent and  daily  pravers  of  your  ainjesty's  most 
faithful,  most  humble,  and  most  obiedient  sub- 
jects and  servants. 

•  Council's  Idler  to  Ijmderdaley  Nov,  20th,  1678. 

Mny  it  please  your  grace. 
We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  congratulate 
his  majesty's  happy  delivery  from  that  execrable 
plot,  which  threatened  so  imminently  the  pro- 
testant  religion,  and  the  peace  of  those  king- 
doms :  we  nope  your  grace  (upon  whose  con- 
duct and  kindness  we  always  rely)  will  second 
our  letter  with  those  assurances  of  our  loyalty, 
which  your  grace  knows  we  will  be  ready  to 
make  good  upon  all  occasions,  and  to  which  we 
think  ourselves  more  especially  tied  in  this  con- 
juncture of  affairs,  wherein  every  man  finds  his 
own  interest  and  happiness  involved  in  his 
majesty's  preservation.  We  bad  not  been  so  late 
in  this  duty,  if  we  had  not  thought  it  convenient 
to  try  if  we  could  have  discovered  any  accession 
to  that  design  here,  and  are  glad  to  find,  that 
none  of  this  his  mi\jesty*s  ancient  kingdom  hat 
been  so  far  deserted  by  God,  or  has  so  far  aban- 
doned his  own  reason  (for  what  we  can  yet  dis- 
cover) as  to  conspire  agidnst  the  happiness  of  his 
native  country,  in  the  person  of  our  incompar- 
able monarch,  at  whose  command  his  subjects 
will  (we  hope^  be  very  ready  to  hazard  all  that 
is  dearest  to  them,  and  from  whom  we  expect 
such  instructions  as  may  enable  us  to  put  hit 
laws  and  inclinations  in  execution.  We  have 
herewith  sent  a  list  of  these  laws  that  strike 
against  paplsjts,  as  to  which  no  man  can  better 
satisfy  his  maiesty  than  yourself,  who  has  had 
the  deserved  honour  to  be  so  long  one  of  his 
'ndges  and  faithful  ministers,  and  whose  fidelity 
n  all  that  relates  to  his  royal  interest  is  so  well 
known  to,  ma^  it  please  your  grace,  your  grace's 
afTectionate  friends. 


I 


504 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS,  ke. 


[BOOK  IL 


I67a 


of  MontroM  is  made  capUia  of  the 
hone-^uarda.  And,  December  12th, 
John  DrummoDd  of  LuDdin  is  added  to  the 
oouneiL  A  good  many  of  these  appeared 
afterwards  Bm  friends  to  the  duke  <^  York, 
and  they  got  into  the  highest  offices  in  this 
kingdom,  as  we  shall  hear.  And  upon  the 
18th  of  November,  I  find  a  new  commission 
comes  down,  and  is  read,  to  Sir  George 
Mackenzie  of  Tarbet  to  be  justice-general, 
and  Craigie  to  be  jostioe-derk ;  and  the 
aboyesaid  lords  of  the  justiciary  are  conti- 
nued. I  shall  not  enter  on  Mr  Gideon  Pen- 
man, late  curate  at  Crichton,  his  process 
this  year,  for  being  in  compact  with  Satan, 


and  some  other   plain   processes   against 
witches,  in  the  justidary-registeri,  these 
not  lying  so  much  in  my  road.     The  lords 
of  the  justiciary  have  new  and  lai^  powers 
and  are  appointed  to  sit  frequently ;  and,  if 
I  mind,  they  are  ordered  still  to  sit  the  fint 
Monday  of  every  month.    Meanwhile,  the 
army  are  very  busy  in  collecting  the  ceH. 
The  severities  of  both,  with   some  other 
things  which  fell  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  year,  ripened  matters  for  the  riaag 
which  was   dissipate  at   BothwcU-bridgp, 
which  is  the  next  period  of  the  sofferingi 
of  this  church,  and  shall  be  considered  is 
the  third  and  last  book,  to  which  I  now  come. 
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